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§Dear Pedestal,

We seem to have lost
our common goal. When I
first subscribed to Pedestal
in 1971, it upheld my beliefs
in the rights of a female
person to be responsible for
herself financially, socially
and economically. I hated
the protection and decision-
making thrust on me by my
father. I hated the role of _
Imother and wife which society
was trying to force on me-
as a nurse, I saw how men
were doctors and women were
nurses. I hated the sub-
jection I saw in the Ob-
stetriciunitiicase {room. il
welcomed Pedestal because
you upheld my beliefs. I
live with a man who helps
to care for our children.
We pay half each for food
and payments. We both work
in the home and out of the
fhome. I have my own money,
and so does he. When the
children were small ( lyr.
and 21/2 yrs.) he stayed
home full time and did the
cdiapers and cooking and I
worked full time outside the
home, because we liked the
idea.

Many people criticized
our arrangement of "role
reversal". He got a real
rough deal- other men thought
he was gay because he en-
joys cooking. Actually, I
am not a lesbian, and he is
not gay; we are people who
enjoy lots of different
work. When we built a house
I enjoyed banging in nails
and working together with
the wood.

The sex thing- well, I
am not a lesbian, but I feel
that's fine for some people
just as some women enjoy
staying and working in the
'house and not having a career.
. I-.don't feel I ‘want to
subscribe to Pedestal any-
more as it seems to be for
lesbians. I don't subscribe
to Chatelaine because it
seems to be for stay-home
housewives.

Yours Sincerely
- Susan Steed
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rely upon a purely sexual

feminist newspaper is not

an exlusive organ for women
who sleep with other women;
it is a vehicle for all
women who are concerned with
their rights to individual

2

to reply to

to the Pedestal
display some very
onceptions about
and the purpose

d and trained to
ives into a very
ed role: that of
ther. All women
d to depend on,
d do the emotional
1 shit-work for
extends into
class doing shit
nilasiiaiclasss
retaries, versus
ecutives. This
necessary to the
our patriarchal
ic, ‘racist, sex=
society.
ation from this
pattern is re-
suspicion, as
om the difficult-
ountered when you
ructure your life
at better met your

her the deviation
ttern, the harsh-
shment. Lesbians
ressed because of
n some peculiar
rration, but are
s women who have

re the basic mis-
about lesbian
es; it does not

The children of a lesbian
mother can be and often are
taken away from her on the
grounds that her lesbianism
(her "deviance") makes her
an unfit mother. A state
which has the power to do
that also has the power to
remove children from women
who deviate in a lesser
degree- ie. who have too
many heterosexual lovers,
etc. Until deviance from
the feminine "norm", in
whatever way, is no longer
grounds for punishment, no
woman is safe- or free.

Feminists have been
fighting for a long time
for the right of every wom-
an to be a full, free human
being- financially, socially,
and emotionally. Susan, you
obviously feel that some great
chasm exists between you on
one side and lesbians on the
other. This saddens me, be-
cause I don't know how we
will ever be able to change
the world together to fit
our needs if you persist in
seeing me as some sort of
separate species. And it
angers me when you say that
we have "lost our common goal®
because my struggle is your
struggle. Just because I use
the word 'lesbian' instead of
the all-inclusive "woman",
changes nothing of our goals.
When the world is a safe and
happy place for lesbians to
live, it will necessarily be
a safe and happy place for
any woman. ¢

Nym Hughes
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Suzzanne Benton, arntist of
METAL, MASK & RITUAL SCULPTURE
has developed a unique aspect
04 mask through dramative
narrative presentations of
Women of Myth & Hernitage who
have Long been defined through
the eyes of the patriarchy. The
powern of Zhein Life stonies 4is
s Lunning .

Aspects of mask such as shield,
disguise and thansformation are
employed Zo point out the

s imiLanities and dichotomies
between the masks we choose to
earn and those we are forced %o
ean. The ultimate use of mask
b5 transcedence.

The Pedestal wishes to thank

Suzanne Benton for permission
to neprint photographs of hen
work.
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The price we pay for en-

manner can, at times become
very steep.. Being closeted
may be lonely and even self-
defeating, but it is safely
so, in many ways. To live
openly even part of the time
as a jesbian and a fenimist
means not only to embrace
your own selfhood but also to
deal with the resulting
attachs -- some harmless,
deadly -- from the society
which seeks to maintain our
oppression. None of us are
totally unfamiliar with or
immune to such situations;
but many of them may pass
right by us, because we be-
come a little toughened
throuagh the necessitv of
interacting with our en-
vironment- all of it, and
not onlv the elements with
which we find rapport. Of
course, part of this inter-
action is a practical ne-
cessity: there aren't manvy
jobs availabhle to fit the
talents and needs of femin-
ists.

One choice is to live a
series of roles, according
to-the dictates of the sit-
uation; most of us do this
to one extent or another.

It is a schizophrenic choice
because it means trading
off conviction against ne-
cessity to try and acheive
some kind of balance. I,
for one, as well as working
for a better day, often
think about the alternat-
ives, and wonder what would
happen if I didn't give

in now in order to be able
to fight later.

The story I have to tell
reads in some ways like a
grade B movie script. It
is a true story in every
respect, except that the
names and places have been
changed in order to protect
the innocent from the quilty
The situation that resulted
here is being contested
and it is the hope of the
contesteres that the com-—
plete storv can be told in
due time-for the sake of all
o f s

Kathv is the name I
will use for a woman who
has worked for the past
eight months as a case-
work supervisor for a
local social service ag-
ency. She is a feminist.
Within the context of her
job she became a kind of
sounding board for the
grievances of the other
staff members(all women)
about the agency's auto-
cratic director. (also a
woman.) The situation
had its compensations,

deavouring to live in an aware

some
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being a "helping" agency,
but they were few.
Not too long ago,
bian I shall call Nora ap-
plied for the position of
group home supervisor at

a les-

the agency. As the director
was on vacation, the person
she contacted was Kathy.
Nora in due course had two
in-person interviews- one
with Kathy and one with an
older women,' both of whom
confirmed that she was well-
qualified for the posit-
ion. From Kathy shei'did le-
arn some of the problems of
working in the agency: that
it was largely reactionary in
a collective sense, and |
that although its clients
were often lesbians, there
was a good deal of ‘anti-
| lesbian prejudice within the
volunteer sraff. She also
became aware that as a fem-,
inist and as a lesbian, who
had previous contact |
with some of the agency staff
members, she might find hegx
application received with a
negative slant. Whatever
misgivings she may have had
at this time proved to be
well founded.
The final
in the hands
ector. Nora was in the final
group of six applicants and
she was Kathy's personal
choice for the job. Kathy
lwas then approached by three
staff members who had known
Nora previously. The girst
woman rushed into her office
in a panic because she "just
had to tell her" that Nora
was a lesbian. This woman
was quite taken aback to
hear, rather than the ex-
pected gasp of horror, Ka-
thy's opinion that, regard-
less, Nora was still well-
qualified for the position.
This same woman later expres-
sed the opinion that it would
be ok for a lesbian to be a
baker or a truck driver, but
not to work with children.
The second staff member
to approach Kathy coined once
more the famous phrase about
"The molding of young women's

decision was
of the dir-

minds", which, in intellect-

ual retrospect, she retracted
to a degree. The third was
of the opinion that "a mil-
itant feminist would be dis-
ruptive in the office”- an
astute observation which she
also later retracted. No
one who was contacted as a
reference had any complaints
about Nora's work- only mis-
givings about her "assertive-
ness", which in this situat-
ion was construed as a neg-
ative quality.

The director's first move
upon her return was to recom
mend a man who had made a
casual phone-call about the
job, and to suggest hiring
him at a higher salary than

that originally offered,
because they "couldn't ex-
pect to get 'a man at that
price."

The outcome of all this
was that Nora was not hired
because, according to the
director, "grave doubts had
been expressed" to her about
Nora, and that she had been
"privy to information which
made Nora an unsuitable can-
didate for the job." This
coming from a woman who signs
her letters Mrs. John Doe.

Not long after this' Kathy
was fired, without official
reason (it's a nonunion ag-
ency) but, according to the
idirector, because the two of
them could no longer work to-
gether. Whereas she had
previously had some staff
,support in private, at this
point Kathy has no support
from anyone in the agency in
public or private. She can-
not even,get a letter of re-
ference.

The agency in question is
well-established and well-
known. Here, lesbianism is
viewed as a sickness, as im-
moral deviance, or as a
criminal act. Volunteers
are of the opinion that les-
bians should be segregated
and "not helped". It is, ,
in essence, an arm of the
government. This agency is
anti-prisoner's rights,
condescending, and pater-
nalistic. This agency works
with women.

- Judi Morton

_please wilite: g ¢, [esbian Caucus

The B.C. Lesbian Caucus £n con-
junction with the UBC Women's 0f-
§ice is giving a senles 0f s4x
seminans this yean entitled Per-
spective on Lesbianism. 1§ you
can contributepersonal experience
and information on topics such
as EmpLoyment, Mental Health,
Lesbian Mothers, the Media, ete.,

Box 4294
Main Post Office
Vancouver, B.C.




LESBIAN/MYTHS ..

What's a normal woman?

"She does notreact with perman-
ent psychopathology to the dis-
covery of the anatomical dif-
ferences between the sexes.
These women accept and even wel-
come menstruation They do not
dread mating. They also cons-
ider pregnancy, childbirth and
nursing as creative, miraculous
and happy priviledges. If it

is possible to dissolve her
castration fears, she may orient
her erotic drive toward hetero-
sexuality. She will then re-

other.

ality.

means. We sat down to

endowed with adequate sexual
organs constructed to fit and
fuse with the male sexual organs
in lovemaking. She will then be
become capable of enjoying org-
iastic potency. She will wel-
come her fulfillment thru preg-
nancy and maternity, a process
in the healthy woman that tran-
scends all other satisfactions
intlifelt

As Victorian as it may sound,
this is the definition of natural
woman that presides, and I
found it in the Vancouver Lib-
rary where I went to read about
lesbians.

To begin with, most profes-
sional writers are heterosexual
males, who have no vested inter-
est in advertizing the fact that
women can be happy together.
When vou're a lesbian wondering
about yourself it takes a high
degree of self confidence to
disregard the major assumptions.
Leafing through the most evid-
ent volumes I found the same old
stories:
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"Female homosexuality is
a psychosexual aberration. It is
an unfortunate result of the ear-
ly impact of a stressful event
upon an individual who, for rea- |
sons not yet fully understood, is
unable to handle the ensuing an-
xiety connected with hetero-
sexuality. As a compromise, such
a person may take refuge in an
erotic relationship with a
member of her own sex.(Judd p.288
Marmor - Sexual Inversion,

"There are shifting roles in fe-
male homosexuality, as well as
types.  There is a spectrum
ranging from femmehomosexuals to
hdykestiiwathl frequentipoliariiz-
ation at either end. The 'dyke'
is considered the 'aggressive'
individual, the woman who takes
over the role of a man and may
even talk as female homosexuals
imagine that males talk in sexual @

situations. The aggressive fe-
male homosexual pretends that she
has a penis. The feminine homo-
sexual (the femme) acts the role ;

> g}
of a female..." (273, Sexual Ir- Diriennd e
version)

That definition is unfair to
young lesbians wandering into the
library to read up on what's
known of their sexuality. I'm
indignant having lesbianism de-
scribed as a psychosexual aber-
ration, as a mimic of male and
female lovemaking as though two
women can see nothing in each

My experience and society's
theories differ with the usual
discrepancies I find between
reality and what I'm told is re-
It is time we deciphered
for ourselves what lesbianism

gether some thoughts on butches

cognize that a woman is a person and femmes and put them together
into this article.

piece to-

BUTCHES
and
FEMMES

Someone asked me once, in a
_bar, whether I was a butch or
femme. I didn't know what to
sav. A lot of people assumed
that I was a femme because my
hair was long. But then, there
was another woman who insisted
on saying to me,"Oh,you're so
butch". I felt so strange, I
didn't feel like either. I
was at Harpar College at the
time, and wore flannel. shirts
and blue jeans like everybodv
else. I couldn't see what was
so butch about me.

-I'd heard it mentioned so
often in connection with les-
bianism that I couldn't help
wondering about it in the back
of my mind. Did this mean I'd
be attracted to more masculine
women or more feminine? I
tried to find patterns with my
friends. There weren't any
patterns. I felt attracted to
what is termed 'masculine' women
for the energy with which they
take the world in their hands,
despite pressures to be ladies.
I always enjoyed the same en-
ergy in myself.

Descriptions of butch-femme
characteristics are no help at
all. Invariably the one with
short hair is smaller, or the
one who knows about cars can
also knit. It's impossible to
tell who is what. 2And in my-
self, I recognise both feminine
and masculine, and I call my-
self a woman. In times of un-
certainty, I've played both
roles alternately over a space
of months, to see what worked
best. I got turned off relating
through roles.




The problem is with the terms.
Most lesbians I know have been
called 'butch' in derogatory
tones at some time or other, for
broadening the facts about what
a woman can do. It's masculine
to wear overalls, have short
hair, do a man's job, smoke a
pipe, have a deep voice, leave
hair on your legs or develop
muscles. It's feminine to keep
your hair long, enjoy children,
cooking, sewing, have a small
body or not particularly enjoy
speaking up in crowds.

With work in the women's
movement and determination to
live as we please, we've man-
aged to loosen the definitions
of masculine and feminine.

Still the world clings to the
notion that people exist in two
distinct polarities - one hairy,
one smooth, one money-earner one
child-bearer. A system based

on the family has to protect
heterosexuality as the only sex-
uality. As an overall theory of
humankind, it falls flat when
you love women who use their
bodies, speak their minds, love
and live with each other.

Whatever roles we choose to
play, we choose because they make
us happy. Fred calls herself a
butch. She adopted Fred, from
Frieda, crops her hair, has
a deep voice, wears men's suits,
walks in great strides, slaps
pals on the back, drinks beer
in one gulp and tries to impress
people with her strength to
the point of breaking a window
to open it. There are obvious
Butches who go to a lot of tro-
uble to simulate beards. And
then there are more subtle ty-
pes who wouldn't call them-
selves butches but who insist on
being the Decider in relations-
ships. guider of sexual activ-
ities, threatened by moves of
independence on the part of their
women. Then, I've met women who
want some one to take care of
worldly activities, protect her
and keep her financially.

5

GAINSBOROUGH'S LADY

EDITH WHARTON, 1905
An Angel of Devastation.

'my head on my lover's shoulder

| whole spectrum.

One young couple I knew were
into roles. The Butch was a
meatcutter, the femme a cash-
ier. 1In appearance, the roles
weren't obvious. But Sally was-
n't allowed out by herself, and
threatened the relationship by
wanting to drive her own car.
Ann was called Daddy by Sally's
kids, brought home the money,
made the descisions, opened the
bottles and wore the pants.

A lot of lesbian herstory has
been determined by how difficult
it is to construct a relationship
with no patterns to follow. But
the concept that all love relat-
ionships are male-female is
going out of style, and with it
goes the notion that a woman
who wants a woman is looking for
a man in disguise. Or that she
wants to be like a man in order
to attract another woman.

Lesbians who have no pat-
terns are far more prevalent
today than heavy butch women in
three piece suits taking great
strides accross the bar floor to

bow to damsels in evening gowns.

The reality of it is, anyone
who wants to believe that all
lesbians are Butch or Femme,
will be able to fit us into those
categories by judging how we
like to look, how we like to
act, and how we relate to our lo
lovers. But for the most wnart,
by defining details based on old
concepts of masculine and fem-
inine, they end up with a gross
generalization, are wrong in
their conclusions, and at best
work out a scale of points for
which side of the line we lean
toward .

Mostly, I don't think that we
lesbians should define ourselves
by heterosexual terms. It's a
waste of talent to close off
craft activity just because we're
also carpenters. And it's det-
rimental to loving, to worry a-
bout whether you are going to
do the touching,or be touched.

Sometimes I like to lie with

and feel secure with her strong
arms around me. Sometimes when
I hold her, she seems so delic-
ate and breakable, and I sense
her getting energy from my str- .
ength. I feel free to be as
masculine and as feminine as is
in me.

Butches and femmes are in-
existent insofar as we decide
to throw out the lines between
masculine and feminine behaviour
and choose exactly what we want
to do with ourselves from the
LElSEparta o
being women as we see women are
rather thanas .we were told we
are.

It should be common knowledge
that women can love women with
no one more powerful than the
other, and that lovemaking can
be an expression of love we
feel for each other, nothing to-
do with an act that has a be-
ginning and an end.
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LESBIAN RIGHTS POLICY PROPOSALS TO THE B.C. FEDERATION OF WOMEN

INTRODUCT | ON :

The position of the lesbian in musT be punished and Tthereby hope- Federation of Women. A BCFW con-
this societyis, to say the least ful'ly prevented. Ultimate accep- vention later this fall (November)
difficult. She has been branded ‘.rance of lesbianism is therefore will vote on whether to accept
for thousands of years as evil, impossible without a total re- these proposals. ' |f adopted, they
shameful, sick and contageously stucturing of the culture, will become officially and public-
corrupting, and must confront and Feminism is the only political ly part of BCFW's stuggle for
combat these myths in almost every  analysis which recognizes the feminist reforms. A BCFW subcom-
area of her life. She can be dis- reasons for lesbian oppression and mittee will work towards implemen—
owned, fired, deprived of her chil|d- sees fhe acceptance of lesbianism tation of the proposals.
ren, dishonorably discharged from as integral to the freedom of all
the army, incarcerated, evicted, women. The feminist movement is e FaopgiionjolinEsarpIcpesdls
dispised and even driven to mad- fheionliyivenicle inow lex]sting: sor (i S980= like an)jexfnemely snal]
ness and death. the implementation of the vast 5*85 Zowaris Ihe Eichsetohanges

; ; D aa s kel it 2 needed, but it is nontheless
Lestf\ans are ?unlgheq S0 harshly e ad\arge exTeni,oinihéTr;o?t‘p valid and should be sopported.
becmrlsie they are gewan‘rs from the tionary energy and strength of For more information on The Rights
traditional feminine role. |In a women loving women. Of Lesbians Interest Group of the

patriarchy where the exploitation BCFW, contact: PO Box 4294, Main
of women as a servant class-wives, = Lesbians working within the feministpost Office, Vancouver BC.

secretaries, child-rearers, clean- movement in B.C. have researched
ers- is necessary for the contin-  and developed the following pro-
uation of that society, deviance posals as suggestions for the

policy platform of the B.C.
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6 56 )

Society defines women in relation to men. Women who choose not to relate to men in traditional ways,

or who choose not to relate to men at all, are regarded with contempt and fear. All women who do not
fit the approved female stereotype suffer severe consquences, especially those who deviate the furthest
that is, lesbians. {
Woren's fear of themselves and each other clearly divides ourstrengthas a group. Until such fear

is no longer used to control and manipulate us, women will not be free to choose alternate and living
varying life styles. 3

We therefore fully affirm lesbianism as one of a variety of strong and free life choices for women,
and recognize that the struggle for acceptance of lesbianism as a valid lifestyle is the struggle for
the right of any woman to define her own life.

The goal of the feminist movement is to create a society where women are free, full human beings with-
out being defined in relation to men; sexually, economically, politically or socially.

POLICY PROPOSALS:
1. ILegal decisions concerning the "fitness" of mothers should have nothing to do with living
arrangements and/or sexual preference. Lesbianism, in itself, should not be considered grounds for
unfitness.

a ) Children should not be discriminated against because of their parents' sexual orientation and/
or livinq'arrangemems.

a) Lesbians should not be discriminated against because of their arrangements and/or openness
about their sexual preference (i.e. living with another woman.)

|
|
|




Custody cases are decided more on social attitudes”than on specific laws. There is no law pro-
hibiting a lesbian mother from retaining custody of her children, but as far as we know there has
net been one case in Canada where custody was awarded to a woman who was open about her lesbianism
in court. Changing this situation necessitates changing societal attitudes towards lesbianism.

* The injustice of present legal attitudes is illustrated by the following:

A bflelve year old girl living with her mother was raped by her father. Charges were dropped
against ttlxe father in court on the grounds that because the mother was a lesbian the child was
already living in an "immoral" home, therefore no further damage could have been done against her.

Instances like this are the reason for the clause prohibiting discrimination against children on
the basis of the mother's lifestyle. .

2. Re: Registration of children. There should be no special registration forms for the ille—
gitimate. (i.e. Registration forms-a particular man's property who became legal with his name.)

The whole concept of illegitimacy must be destroyed as it reflects the attitude of women and
children as property.

This proposal is included as a general feminist demand and specifically because many lesbians

are singal mothers. If a child is registered as illegitimate then the state is legally consti-
tuted as the child's father. The state therefore has the power to easily remove the "illegitimate
children from lesbian nothers. 4

3. Childcare: There should be no discrimination in hiring lesbians for childcare positions.

4. Health: Celibacy and lesbianism should be recognized by the medical and counselling prof-
essions as viable aspects of female sexuality. A therapy resource list must be compiled. A
therapy residence for women living alternate lifestyles must be made available.

5. Education: a) Self-supporting attitudes and lifestyles alternatives should be discussed
with women students and as lesbianism is an alternate for women, it should be openly discussed.

b) There should be no discrimination against lesbian teachers or non-teaching staff in hiring
and promotional policies.

6. Employment: No. 8, section 1. of the Human Rights Code of B.C. Act reads:

1) Every person has the right of equality of opportunity based upon bona fide qualifications
in respect of his occupation, employment, advancement or promotion and without limiting the
generality of the foregoing:

a) no employer shall refuse to employ or to continue to employ, or to advance or promote
that person or discriminate against that person in respect of employment or a condtion of
employment.

b) no employment agency shall refuse to refer him for employment unless a reasonable case
exists for such refusal or discrimination. 2

2) For the purposes of subsectional:

a) for the race, color religion, age, martial status, ancestry, place of origin, or pol-
itical belief of any person or class of persons shall not constitute reasonable cause.

—Subsection 2 should read to include sexual preference. Lesbianism should not be a valid
reason for the firing of an employee.

7. Housing: No. 4, Section 6 of the 1973 Human Rights Code Act of B.C. reads:
a) no person shall deny to any person or class of persons the right to occupy as a tenant
any space that is advertised or otherwise represented as being available for occupancy by
a tenant; or
b) discriminate against any person or class of persons with respect to any term or condition
of the tenancy of such space because of religion, race, colour, ancestry or place of origin
of that person or class of persons.

_Subsection 6 should also include sexual preference, sex, marital status, or alternate living
arrangements.

8. Any reference to a person's sexual orientation should be deleted from Immigration rules and
regulations.
Immigration Act- Part 1, No 5E:
No person other than a person referred to in subsection 7(2) shall be admitted to Canada if
he is a member of any ofthe following classes of persons:
e) prostitutes, homosexuals, or persons living on the avails of prostitution or homosexual-
ism, pimps, or persons coming to Canada for these or any other immoral purposes.

These proposals are self-explanatory. All are designed to increase awareness and understanding
of lesbianism and provide basic human rights protection.

9. Presently, the age of consent for homosexuals is 21 while the age of consent for heterosexual
activities is 18. There should be no discrepancy in the age of consent for homo- or hetero-
séxual activities.

The Gay Rights movement in Canada advocates the total abolition of age of consent legislation.
As lesbian feminists we cannot support this demand. The present laws provide some protection
against the sexual exploitation of young women. Abolition of age of consent laws would worsen
the situation.




arpentry

screw selection. One book is

called Basic Carpentry Illustra-

ted. For such'a low price, the

Sunset series can't be beat.
While I agree that power

tools are dangerous, I really

believe in them. After instruct-

of the Pedestal, I wrote the

to share it with you. I

oxrmwco wmo%

experiences and your reflect-
ions on the column. Thanks -
nebls

In the last 1ssue (Aug-Sept)

farstiartigleliforithellcarpenty:
column. We received this letter
from a reader in Winnipeg about
that same article so I decided

really appreciate your feedback
Paula, and hope you and others
continue to write me about your

ion and much practice, I am
quite confident with them and
have control over them. They
have no minds and can't jump up
and bite you if you use them
properly. Only carelessness
and/or ignorance as to proper use
causes accidents. Oh yes, if
they are in bad shape or improp-
erly grounded you can hurt
yourself seriously, but mainten-
ance  comes with the instruc-
tion in community college. If

Dear Sisters:

I read with great interest
your article on carpentry in
the Aug./Sept. issue as I am
also a carpenter. My background
is quite different from Deb's,
so I thought I'd give you
another view.

First of all, I took a carpen-
try /woodworking course at the
community college here in Win-
nipeg, which I feel has been in-
valuable to me. Previous to
that I had no carpentry skills
or experience and wanted to
learn the basics of hand tools
and machines and how to use them
to the best advantage.

I did receive Manpower assist-
ance ($60 a'week) after a lot of
fancy talk, persuasion and a bit
of luck (a Manpower student drop-
ped out and I got his money) .

I was never told to go to the
carpenters' apprenticeship board
-—- I guess it's different here
in Manitoba.

The course is geared toward
the construction business with
cabinet making thrown in as an
extra. I am into cabinets,
space-saving systems and built-
in functional ‘storage and
furniture. I'd also like'to
build my own home someday (not
a stucco one either!)

I got out with a C-average in
June and am planning on building
some furniture this winter and
helping to renovate the house I'm
Tdsingvan o

I'd like to add a couple of
basic tools ‘to Deb's list. One
is a COMBINATION SQUARE, used for
marking lines across boards and
down the length of boards and
plywood. Another is the SLIDING
T-LEVEL which can reproduce any
angle you wish. These are both
measuring and marking tools.

A good basic book for build-
ing carpenters is called Hand
Woodworking Tools. It was one
of my texts but I've seen it in
bookisitore si M1 s S 5UT5EH oF
was last year. Sunset books
puts out an excellent series of
books for $1.95, fully illustra-
ted with loads of useful know-
ledge. They explain the tech-
niques of wood selection, types
of wood, woodworking joints,
table top making, drawer con-
struction, standard dimensions
choosing and applying a finish
in Furniture You Can Make. They
even have a chart for nail and

you can't 'gol to fafschooil;,ra
qualified salesman can instruct
you, or a carpenter friend.

Hope this is some use to you.
Really enjoy the Pedestal, keep
'em coming.

Love and_Solidarity,

Paula Ring
Each issue I'd like to share
with you some of the things I've
put together. They seem fairly
simple and might serve to intro-
duce people to the pleasures of
working with their hands. This
issue: A
BASIC BOOKSHELVES
2l Sios S
Materials:  1x8's or 1x10's -in

spruce or fir.
2 L-braces per shelf.

Tools: Hammer, screwdriver, and
hand drill. Medium sand-
paper.

Measure the length of the
space you have chosen to place
your shelves. Decide what size
and kind of wood to buy
Usualily lx8lisor il 10 Hsiiana
light weight wood like spruce or
fir is best. L-braces come in
all different sizes and are in
pairs when you buy them. The
width of the boards you buy will
determine the size of the L-
braces. You should try and have
two inches of overhang. For
example, if you chose a 1x8 to
build with, then 6" L-braces
would be quite adequate.

Sl Before attatching the braces,
make sure that the board surf-
aces are nicely sanded, especial-
ly the corners and the face of
the board that is going to show.

Attatchitthe 'bracesiitoithe
board first, and then to the
wall with screws. The screw's
head need not be too long --
(screw length is determined by
the weight of the wood being

o7 giz used, and the material you're

trying to screw into). Use the
hand drill to make holes for
the screws in the boards and
wall. Make sure the shelves
are level with the wall and
there you are. You might want
to finish the wood to protect
Gt niinsetliliin seed o iV E
leaves the wood its natural
cclour and protects it from

water and stains quite well.




- AUTO ZVIECHANICS by~ SMAUDE

MOM'S REPAIRS

Mom's Repairs began as an
idea in the mind of a woman
who had been doing auto mech-
anics for four years. Her
initial concept was a garage
where a woman could bring her
car to be repaired, pay only
for the parts necessary and
be able to gain free know-
ledge of basic auto mechanics
and maintenance from other
women. It would be run by and
for women. She applied for
an OFY grant (Opportunities
for Youth) and was funded
some $7,000.00

In March of this year I
met Jane Perks by way of the
grapevine. I heard through
friends that she was a "damn
good mechanic", and so I
decided to call her about a
bum Datsun I had just newly
acquired. Over the phone we
made arrangements to get to-
gether the following day.
Through the encounters that
ensued I learned from her
that she had applied for an
OFY grant and needed other
people to work on it with
her. She would teach us what
she could, and in turn all
of us would teach others
while repairing their cars.
Of course I volunteered my
services, and so it began.

About mid-April, Jane
called me and said she had
received funding but changes
in her life and headspace
necessitated her leaving Van-
couver. Did I still want to
do the grant? Both of us knew
the importance of women get-
ting money, and neither of us
wanted to send the cash back,
so I said that I was willing
to work on ‘the project, but
that my knowledge of auto
mechanics was far too limited
to run a garage. Perhaps we
could change the focus: make
it into a women's educational
garage where everyone con-
cerned could teach and learn
together. And so, together

with three other women, the
Women's Educational Garage,
alias Mom's Repairs, began
oniMay IS 95751

The first thing we did was
to get together to meet each
other, organize some proced-
ures, and check out the kind
and quantity of tools we ne-
eded to begin. Jane Smith
said she had a few tools she@
be willing to lend the garage
until we got our own. Janet
said she'd front the project
$500 to buy the new tools.
We made lists, and the next
day Janet and Myra went to
Sears and bought tools. Just
like that, we were in bus-
iness.

Our experience with re-
pairing cars varied with
each person. Janet and Myra
began from scratch, reading

manuals and doing basic
tune-ups on their own cars.
Jane Smith had done a lot
of work on motorcycles, and
me ,~well, I had done some
work on VW's and knew basic
tune-up procedures. ‘The
first week or so was spent
studying manuals, talking,
sharing experiences and
tearing our own cars apart.
If we were going to try and
help other women understand
some basic skills, we cert-—
ainly couldn't begin with-
out knowing.them ourselves.
Besides, we could use this
time to’ get to know each
other better and to see how
we would work together.
Soon, women started tr-
ickling in, learning about
us through the OFY office
or from friends of the pro-
ject. The publicity camp-
aign began with a poster
party of sorts, and then on
to small blurbs and talk
shows on radio stations.

Soon swarms of women start-
ed calling and making ap-
pointments; sometimes as
many as four appointments
in one day. The project was
off to a flying start.
Throughout the four mon-
ths of my sharing with Mom's
Repairs, I witnessed women
of all ages, from early
twenties to late fifties,
become overwhelmed with
their new-found abilities.
Women came to the garage
who had never changed a tire
before. Other women came who
knew more about cars than we
did, and would share their
knowledge with us. We set up
four workshops during the
project and did two work-
shops ourselves in Delta for
the Women's Centre .there.

The project ended up bring- ~
ing together women who nat-
urally would not have grav-
itated to each other. Many
hours were spent drinking
coffee and sharing the fears
and funny stories we all
have about our cars; women
of all ages feeling good

and getting high with each
other, laughing and becoming
disgustingly filthy. There
simply is nothing like a
woman who for the first time
has grease from the top of

her head to the tip of her
Jrunning shoes, grinning:from
lear to ear with confidence
and satisfaction.

jposter in the window along
with the plant. On it is a
quote from the Dimwit Auto
JCollective.

In the garage there is a

It readsi

"If all you can do is
clench your teeth and
look helplessly at the
ground, you're not the
first person who felt like
that. Sometimes it helps
to say, 'I'm scared, I'm
not stupid. I'm scared.'
As you work on cars, you
learn to work through the
fear."

On September 5th, Mom's
Repairs closed. OFY funding
had ended. The project has
applied for L.I.P. funding,
which would begin in mid-
November. Any letters of
support would be greatly ap-|
preciated. Please address
alvlElettersito:

Mom's Repairs

976 Ringwood Avenue

Vancouver, B.C. i




news from “loronto

THE CRITICAL LIST is a news-
paper to come out of Toronto
which will be dealing with
"issues in health and the ill-
ness business". Assistant
Editor Ken Wyman, at a press
conference here in Vancouver
during the summer, indicated
that they will be covering
various alternative health care
methods as well as presenting
a critical view of the tradi-
tional health care field. He
hopes to see included articles
on massage, homeopathy, herbal-
ism, acupuncture, and even a
research article about the use
of various "health" shoes.

When questioned about the
coverage of women's health
issues and the women's self-
help movement, Wyman told us
that they would be dealt with
on a continuing basis, but by
female members of the staff
rather than by himself. There-
fore he could not elaborate a
great deal on proposed topics
for articles, but did mention
alternate methods of birth con-
trol, self-help, and .research
on gynecologists as possibil-
ities. He added that he felt
a need for more men's health
and body awareness information
as well, since men's bodies and
particularly genitals have been
equally mystified (if not equally
mutilated) by the health pro-
fessions. The first issue,
given out at the press confer-
ence, did not contain articles
specifically related to women.

Wyman also talked about
what kind of audience the paper
would try to reach. There were
three major groups:

hithe @licountericulturel
already disenchanted with the
health care business as another
agent/organ of the "system",

2) health workers,

3) a growing nurmber of mid-
dle-aged and older people who
have gown more disillusioned and
disenchanted with health care.

Thus, the format of the paper
will not be overtly revolutionary,
but will aim to present alter-
native ideas to what is now
offered the public as health care.

Issues may be obtained from
health food stores or by writing
to The Critical List, 32 Sullivan
Street, Toronto, Ontario, MS5T 1B9.
($8 for 12 issues. Free to men-
tal patients, prisoners, welfare
victims.)
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A PLEA TO ALL MY SISTERS 11

Stopped. T stopped cooking, cleaning, sweating
mothening the helpless children who wouldn't see me.
Stopped Listening, giving, feeding them my verny soul
These men who hate me.

Stopped shaving, painting, binding,hiding this body
1 hate.

Goin' through the motions

I tnied to think

to think .

to think T stopped to think but ogod the thoughts
bwiied in my gut

they wouldn't come out they fust wouldn't come.
Drained (but for a spark)

I had to touch something - anything

50 began to fuck and beg, be fucked and beg

fuck and beg and beg and beg

masochist-beaten T whimpered
Fuck me 1'm a woman

Love me I'm a woman

My hands they shake and my brain

That was the beginning cf 4t
this becoming a Lesbian
no Longen being able

Atrnophied already fo say No
now melting with valium, smiling in non-dream to my feelings about women
Sleeps  fongets 1 am ernased. (almost) about a woman

(almost)  (almost)

Then a stiving - that spark again
40 ashamed 4in my prostration
ashamed to be a woman afraid.

But asking now

Until convulsing, vomiting, Apewimg shit T

no Longern wanting o say no

now
there s the joy
of saging  Yes

0 Sister hold my hand. yes.
Asking now
for A}goace for time to Let the spark become Do
aflame
The f§Lame a dancing blaze.
Asking now
0 sisten mivion my stnength through your Rove oot
And T will Learn to stand. 7
1250,

Frances, Burnaby

Lying

close

as 4§ the wind
had blown us there

curved i
as if the sea
had tossed over us

her hand
smooth

sinewed
a wisdom
nevealed in {ts weathering

my gingens
stnipped

of dead Layers
Zoughened by wind
and wosk

until 1 gect
evenything

and accept it 4
the waves ane slidinge,
up the shore
and back again

she LLgts hen hand
and touches mine

we are weathering

each {n owr own way
togethen

Deb Thomas'




WOMANPOWER-TAKES OVER

On Monday, September 15,
1975, the Manvower' offices
on Howe Street were occupied
by a group of women demand-
ing a Women's Advocate. Fif-
teen of the women and one
man remained there for two
davs while Manpower closed
its doors to the public un-
til Thursday, September 18.

The events and issues
leading up to the sit-in go
back to the Outreach Confer-
ence in October 1974 at
which all the Outreach work-
ers from B.C. and the Yukon
met to discuss difficulties
they were having in solving
the problems of their cli-
ents. Outreach projects
are funded by Manpower to
reach women in the community
and teach Manpower better
wavs of serving them. How-
ever, Outreach clients con-
tinued to be faced with
three year waiting lists for
training and with Manpower
counsellors who discrimin-
ated against them on the
basis of sex, color and
economic gtatyg- Outreach
workers still raced Ottawa
officials who turned a deaf
ear to identified errors in
their service and recommen-
dations for policy changes.

Robbie, one of the mem-

" bers of what was then the
Outreach Women's Action
Committee, said in a recent
interview, "We wanted coun-
sellors retrained in their
attitudes. We wanted it
made known that, if coun-
sellors discriminated a-—
dainst clients, something
would happen to them. And,
of course, we wanted a Wo-
men's Advocate."

Chris, another member,
talked about prevalent pre-
judices at Manpower in the
same interview, "On apti-
tude tests [at Manpower]
thereldsiactualily a’ques—
tion that reads something
like: 'Would :you rather go
to a museum or visit chil-
dren in'a slum?' The quess=
tion presupposes that vou

donittilivelint alisTum it

.of twenty-one resolutions,

As a result of this gen-
eral frustration and out-
rage, felt by Outreach wo-
kers all over B.C. and the
Yukon, the women at the
Conference drew up a list

including a request for a
Women's Advocate, to pre-
sent to Manpower offices.
Copies were sent to Ottawa,
to Mr. Vanderloo, Director-
General of Manpower and Im-
migration, Pacific Region;
and to Jo Mitchell, Women's
Employment Co-ordinator,
Pacific Region. The women
never received the slight-
est response.

Inthel faldliofiil 974,
Outreach Women's Action
Committee was formed for
the purvose of writing a
job description for a "Mo-
men's Advocate. They held
nublic meetings to gather
support, and -in the spring
had two meetings with Gor-
don Hubley of Manpower.

The response to the second
of these meetings was a
flat refusal.

Since those meetings
nearly a vear ago, the Com-!
mittee has been organizing
their next move. Some
vublic action seemed neces-
sary to emphasize and pub-
licize their demands, their
commitment to them, and the
extent of public support
for them. The result was
the three-dav demonstration
and two-dav lock-in at Man-
power .

* * *

the

On: Monday, September 15,
at eleven a.m., the demon-
stration began to get under-
way. Some of the women from
the Committee moved into the
Manovower office and set up
a Womanpower desk. oOut-
side, about fiftydemonstra-
tors picketed, leafleted,
drummed and chanted. Speak-
ers from various women's
organizations utilized the
loudspeaker.

As it turned out, most
of the action, in terms of
encounters with Manpower

people, happened- inside the
building. Sometime in the
afternoon (around two o'-

clock) of that day, a group
of women locked themselves
into the switchboard room
oniichedminth &l oomdi Tniithe
words of Ellen, an Ad Hoc
Committee member and one of

hose to be "locked in" for
three days: "Some women
went upstairs to have a
meeting with Chris Southin
Manager of the Manpower
office]. The switchboard
room was open, so they
thought they'd answer the
phones. "
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WHAT'S A WOMEN'S ADVOCATE?

A Women's Advocate is a
woman responsible to women
in the community, who would
work towards better employ-
ment opportunities and con-
ditions for women. She
would be hired by a commit-
tee composed of women from
the community as well as
Manpower representatives.
She would "base all activ-
ities and decisions exclus-
ively on input received from
women's groups in the field".

>

A Women's Advocate would
have sufficient power in Man-

But Manpower would have
none of that. Eventually,
the switchboard, as well as
all the other phones in the
office, were disconnected
by B.C. Tel at the request
of Manpower.

At 4:15, to the surprise
of the demonstrators , Man-
power locked the'doors. | It
was fifteen minutes hefore
closing time. Several of
the demonstrators had gone
to get réfreshments and
came back to find themselves
locked out. There were
still over thirty women
downstairs and five women and
one man in the switchboard
room. ;

Around this time, word
finally got through to Van-
derloo that the Committee
members were waiting to speak
with him. He sent a message
to them through Mr. Southin
that he would meet with a few
members of the Committee on
the following Mondav. This
response struck the women as
rather inadequate and the de-
cision was then made to stay
until Vanderloo appeared.

"We had talked about do-
ing a demonstration. The
question came up, what hap-
pens when we ask them [ for




power to have some effect on
poliicy i i particular;fishe
should operate from a women's
social analysis and work for
‘Manvower's involvement in im-
proving and developing back--
up services (daycare, home-
making services, etc.) for
women who want to enter the
workforce.

For more Anformation or 4f you're

witling to give time or money (we

need both) to this {ssue, contact:
Women's Advocate Ad Hoc Committee

c/o Women's Tndependence Necessary
#103, 38 - 6th Street

New Westminster, B.C.

525-4376

a Women's Advocaté]and thev
say no. Then somebody said,
"Wait a minute, we're not ask-
ing them, we're telling them!
We want to talk to Vanderloo ;
we'll just have to wait for
him.'"  -- Ellen, Ad Hoc
Committee member. i

And so they did. But they
had to stav in smaller num-
bers than they began. They
negotiated with the police
and, in return for sleeping
bags, toothbrushes, two days'
supply of food, and police
protection, the demonstrators
cut their numbers to sixteen.
The demonstrators expected
that the doors would open
in the morning at 8 as usual.
After all, the Manpower of-
fice was a public building.
They were quite surprised to
fandidthat ithelidoorsdidnt
open, mot that day nor the
next.

There was a good crowd of
demonstrators on Tuesday.
Passersbyreacted in varving
ways to the presence of the
demonstrators in front of the
office. Some argued with the
some actually joined forces
with them. A group of men
came out of a businessmen's
club across the street. ' They
watched in hostile silence '

ANsBINSIDE VIEW

In this article | want to
talk about some of the thoughts
and feelings that came up for me
from being involved in the fwo-
day occupation of the Manpower
building. Some are personal
trips, others have more to do
with my ongoing process of work-
ing out some kind of political
perspective.

One of the first .things | got
in touch with in the occupation
was POWER - the power that a
group of ‘people could take by
walking into a building and re-
fusing to leave, and in being
able fo stay there for fwo days

without being removed. In con-
nection with fthis came some
thoughts about arrest. When

volunteered to stay inside the

building, | felt willing to be
# arrested, but at that time as-
sumed rather naively that charges
would be minor. As it turned out
the applicable charge was public
mischief - maximum 14 years. |f
an injunction had been sought fo
have us removed and we refused,
the charge would have been con-
tempt of court. Both. of fhese
are serious criminal offenses,
though penalties for a first of-
fense are not generally severe.

After considering these fac-
tors, and the |imitations imposed
by a criminal record, and that
had had some experience in prison
before, and that affer fwo days
of being locked up | was already
getting claustrophobic and dis-
#* oriented, | decided | did not

want fto get arrested. This was

difficult for me fo come to (as

I think it was for .any of us who

came to that) since | felt we

were politically more powerfu

* when we were willing to risk ar-
rest. The other side of that,
though, is that afferwards alot
of good energy gets used up on
trial cases and raising money for
them instead of directly on the
main issue, so what seems |ike

#* political power can turn into pol-

itical suicide.

NOT

Another subject | learned and
thought alot about was the nego-
Tiating process. As a form of
dialogue it is certainly unique.
| felt as if | were in a chess
game - each player making a move,
an offer, hoping to infimidate
or out-bluff the other. Each
move fook at least two or three
hours, and in between would be
endless discussions of the next
move and its possible repercus-
sions. We continually had to
guess and consider what factors
might influence Manpower's de-
cisions and which carried the
most weight - the police being
more inferested in acting as
mediators than as heavies, the
media's portrayal of events, the
power balance between federal and
provincial agencies, Vanderloo's
position of looking bad in con-
nection with Outreach projects
even before the demonstration,
etc. We also naturally developed
some negotiating fechniques -
first and foremost not getting
intimidated, calling their bluffs
asking pointed quesfions fo clar-
ify the muddy bureaucrat language
that Manpower negotiators:insist-
ed on using, not letting our male
lawyer do all the talking for us.
In short, refusing to play tofal-
ly by their rules. .(The trick
was knowing their rules.)

While all this went on | be-
came very aware of the group as
an entity with its own character
and style of ‘functioning. Hav-
ing been thrown together on about
one minute's notice, | feel we
hung together surprisingly well.
As a group we were an inferesting
cross-section of women coming
from different places and offer-
ing different skills and talents,
but also having a variety of
views about political strategy.
This meant that each new sifua-
tion involved considerable dis-
cussion and going back and forth
over possibilities before a de-
cision was settled on. It meant
a concerted effort by everyone to
hear the others out and there
were times when this simply did
not happen.: The tension would
mount and we'd get impatient and
more concerned with being heard
than with |istening to each other
or checking things out with each
other. There was the added com-
plication, too, of our group
being divided into the ten on the
main floor and six on the ninth
floor, with only telephone com-
munication between. We wanted
to. make: sure that all sixteen of
us fook part in all decisions.

| Think there was some aware-
ness of these difficulties and
some attempt to stay on top of
them. Certainly, as the occupa-

OOD

More on page 21
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Herstory is more than re-
claiming our truths from the
myths and lies of the past.
It is also recognizing those

daughters,sisters.

HLAIFIFE S

This is an interview I did
with my mothen one day in

the sun this summern. Mostly
1 wanted to get on paper hexr
fjeelings about how T was
Living my Life but we ended
up talking about much more
than that. 1 Lived at home
with my mother, my fathen and
my brothen Tan (four years
younger than me) untif 1 was
18. My mothen's name 4is Ruth.

V220NN ZIZ 0207

How would you describe youn-
self / define yourself?

I'm 62 years old and I
wouldn't say yet I know who I
am with any degree of perman-
ence. I'm a strong woman, I
think. I have never in my
life been a role-player, con-
sciously. As long as I can
recall T have never felt
that I truly FIT anywhere.
The last four or five years,
with exposure to the feminist
movement through you and your
iends, I have sort of come
realize what was wrong with
me my whole life.

Perhaps the most difficult
crittacismiofimesfithethardes
for me to digest- was when
I applied for a job and was
told that "the aggression you
display would have been de-
sireable, even admireable, in
a man, but is intolerable in &
woman". I had a hell of a
time coming to terms with that.
This was told to me by my
boss. He was a psychiatrist.

Tell me about wonrking.

Out of my adult life I've
worked all but ten years, al-
ways at clerical ‘work. I
always invested more energy in
something outside work, but
clerical work was what I was
trained to do and coming out
of the depression era I
didn't have the drive or am-
bition to do anything else.

I have sort of come to the
conclusion that I am a co-
wardly rebel. I have a great
deal of rebelliousness but
I don't like to hurt and I
don't like to be hurt so I
don't do very much. By the
time I was 18 I was thoroughly
convinced that life was not
what it should be, or even
what it could be. At that
time it seemed to me, coming
from a background where there

was no money, that it was

truths in ourselves,our mothers,
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all economic. My assurance
that there was something vastly
wrong with the way things
were, made it easy for me to
accept a marxist-communist
theory which would change the
economic basis of life and
then everything else would be
‘takenicarelofli But St never
felt I really fit there either
because there was too strong a
humanitarian streak in me. I
couldn't be that militant.

How did you feel about being
a woman?

As a young woman I didn't
have any consciousness of that.
I just felt that EVERYTHING was
wrong and a different alignment
would solve the problems. I
always figured women had the
tougher role but I felt men had
it hard too, stuck in awful
jobs. Women could get out of
being financially productive.

There was a very gradual
awareness developed over the
years that women simply didn't
have the some' opportunites to
develop their potential- what-
ever it might be. It dawned
on me finally that this was
part and parcel of the whole
set-up and was DELIBERATELY
arranged that way by society.
This struck me as’an injustice.
I was thouroughly angered and
perhaps even more frustrated
because at that time I thought
it was just me.

How did you feel about being
a "wife and mothen"?

Tidon! t: think T got into
that in a role-playing way.
All my life I needed to be
loved, and I needed to love.
I knew what society demanded
and I was able to bypass that
and make it fit my own needs.

In my twenties I stated
categorically that I would
never bring children into
this world because it was such
a hell of a mess.

HERSTORSY
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I wouldn't

bring a child into the world
to foist my frustrations onto
or make a child live up to
what I wanted it to be. When
I became pregnant it was late
in my life (39) and I was de-
lighted. Being pregnant and
having you was almost too won-
dexrfultiteo beireal (diThere iwas
no time- and this goes for youq
father too- that your weren't
treasured and adored. I really
enjoyed the "mothering exper-
ience", maybe because’ you ar-
rived twenty years later then
most people's kids. I had
never expected that to happen
in my life.

I recall verv clearly when
you kids were small, all my

were beset with children.

Their kids were a trial and a
tribulation, and you and Ian
were such a joy. I put it down
to me being a misfit again. I
couldn't understand why people
HAD kids- it was just "the

done thing". But I didn't have
my kids for that reason.

neighbours were half my age andw

Did you naise me any differents
than Tan?

No. Your dad's mother saw
to it that all her boys were
raised exactly the same as the
girls. I never expected you to
be a traditional little
girl. You didn't come from
that kind of background. My
mother was a strong, independ-
ent woman.

Did you have any fearns oxn
expectations for me?

T don't think T had any
fears for you. I hoped you
would use your abilities and
talents and not end up pounding
a typewriter your whole life.
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when 1 was young.

sucked into some relationship
and never get the opportunity
to develop yourself, because

used.

How did you react to my
Leaving home?

Maybe I projected a little
of myself onto you.
would want to fly the coop

myself.

and not being able to see be-
cause of the sense of loss.
You just don't know the sense
o Billos ST

I remember earlier in your
school years. You were a bit
unhappy; you didn't know what
to do with your 1life, and I

you found a cause.
dit, which is why I can;now ac

If I'm going to give you the
freedom to choose, then I can
lay out what you can or can't
choose.

But here is where I began
have fears; when I saw the di
ection your life was taking I
was. full of fear that it was
going to be a very difficult
and painful course. That you
who had always been admired a
looked up to, and people woul
always say that they wished
their kids were like you, tha
you were now going to be spat
on and despised. But it was
your right to choose and I ha
to respect it.

You warned me about marriiage 15

I guess I figured you'd get

that's the way I saw women being:I broke her heart, because I

I knew you
because I would have wanted to

But I remember coming
home on the bus one day at noon tell me that you are one. I

said you would be happier when
And I meant relationships with girls. I

cept your choice of lesbianism. one woman who was 15 or 20

man in my life I wouldn't see
girls as being so beautiful.
I used to like to touch her.
But it was a much more repres-
sive age. There was no sexual
freedom.
Many of us have Lntense
nelationships with ocur
mothens.
Thadiiafiverviiintensefires
lationship with my mother. She
used to say "we were cut from
thellsameiiclothfts Anditthn isiEes
mplaining about radicalesbians, Slingextends to other women. I
aEd thengyou i e BRI ané have never had that feeling ab-
four months later ybu write and ©ut any relationship with any
man, that feeling that "this
mean, I didn't even know what a Person is an extension Of my-
radicalesbian was. I had known self." There is a barrier bet-
lesbians in my youth- nice, _ween the sexes.
meek, gentle women they were.
Artisitc. Not like these 'bu-
tch'!itypes you all are now. I
didn't even know that word un-
til I read those books, either.
I had very deep and abiding

Whene did this concept that
being a Lesbian was 50 awgul
come grom?

I think I knew that in my
own youth when I became a com-
munist my mother would tell me

would be so hurt. Also, when
you drew your lesbianism to my
attention I hadn't read any of
those volumes of feminist
literature.

I mean, one day you were co-

Have your feelings changed any?

Department of understatement
Well, I don't know.if my fe-
elings have changed so much as
my thinking. I feel as though
things are being articulated
for me now; things that have
been floating around for forty
years are taking on form and
substance. I just wish I
had the courage and strength to
articulate these ideas to my
contemporaries. I guess I'm
just not knowledgeable enough
about the validity of lesbian-
ism. Most of my contempor-
aries are concerned about their
grandchildren and things of
that nature. When they ask
about mine I say, "Well, I don't
think that's in the picture for

o il me because my daughter is a fems
HAGAR 'S MASK * Steel * 124" il sEs i Bt Bildont tlisdy \shell's
g From Ritual Tale SARAH & HAGAR  a radicalesbian because I'm

Sculpture and Ritual by Suzanne Benton cowardly. Maybe when I know
enough I won't- or maybe I still
\yallats i

- was aware of having a crush on

years older than me. I was

't never afraid of loving women.
I never saw love as something
which had to be bestowed on

to a member of the opposite sex.

r— Tl think ‘even ‘asi fariasthe 'se—
xual part of it I would have
been quite capable. I can re-
member when I was 17 or 18 lo-

, oking at a friend and thinking

nd she was the most beautiful th-

d ing I had ever seen, quite
rhapsodic. But somehow I

t figured that if there were a

What do you see as' the
nelationsdhip between Lesbainism
and feminism?

I see lesbianism as being the
ultimate stance of feminism.
I mean, carried to it's ul-

\ timate conclusion, where else

would it go?

At one time you thought changing
the economic base of society
would change evernything else.

I don't think that anymore-
I. see that as just a shift in
power.

In feminism I think there's
a weapon, if you want to use
that word, that has never be-
fore been used in all of his-
tory. Even if repressive mea-
sures are developed they will
not be effective in suppressing
this kind of revolution. The
feminist movement has gone be-
yond it.

I 'dén't think that upfuntil
now there was a consciousness of
women. Maybe an identity, but
no consciousness. But I feel
that it's different, now.
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| have kept an irregular dream
IF journal for a couple of years now.
° | found that the more | recorded

p and pondered my dreams, the more
g marg.

vivid they became. During one per-
00000

iod | had several unusual and pen-
etrating dreams. They were totally
removed from the reality of my

daily living, but significant, none- |
theless.

1. T am Living next to a huge and
beautiful Edwardian House. As 1
jwatch, a giant peacock soarns by -
pendulous body, blinding cloud of
colounful plumage. Suddenty, it is
shot down, bleeding and broken.

1 am devastated. T pick up a nifle
and nealize it was thiown grom

a second Loorn window, where Leans
a young man with shont dark hair,
holding a bottle of beer. Later I
am told the house s to be taken
over by a seminany. 1 make Asar-
castic contrhasts between the pre-
vious and present rnesdidents.

dreams by

A tnilogy:
1) Inside a huge dome - £ see onlifd
hatf of it, Like a moon, LLluminated
by white Light. A wam, glittery
feeling. A wornd is spoken,"Chuist-

"

judi morton |Z.

e i,
social conditioning greatly
affects the ability to phil-
osophize. The moral attitudes
toward proper.social com-

ar 1 naven't found a
book of Dream Interpretatior

2) A bronze stallion rearing mag-
nificently on a high, rectangular
base. 1 hear the wornd "seahonse.
3) T see fwo white pillarns. T
Look up and see that they are the
Legs of an androgynous being, Lithe,
naked, and marble white. On his/her
feet are two huge white roses.

that T trust. It'sa sub-
jective study at best, to
apply to waking life our un- portment for women leaked so
conscious dream travels. obviously into the dream inter-
Books seem to be a mixture of pretations that the book be-
psychiatric theory, guess-: came laughable, and I couldn't
work and a dream mythology take it seriously as a whole.

arrived at over years of com- What amazed me as I read
paring stories. these 10,000 dream interpretat

ions was how far the subtle 3. 1 am watching a tiny, elf-Like
by 0%, WITTSe, (referinge . moral lcssons Go. Once you've [donan boing inferviaued.” She has
section of the Vancouver pub: 1c2d the anecdotes, even if wo daughtens and says she & re-
lic Library) is evidence that YOU'Ve dreampt none of them, a ffeived that they were boin as under-
full lesson in expected be- s.ized as she, because they are too
haviour of women rests with yoysmall to relate sexually Zo men.
for your waking life. She saus one chose wisely to stay
at home, but one Lived with a man foA
a year before coming back.

DREAM INTERPRETATIONS

Abandon: If you abandon your
sweetheart, you will fail to
recover lost valuables, and

friends will turn aside from

Abuse: For a young woman to dream.j2leeding: To dream of

your favours.

If you abandon your mistress,
you will unexpectedly come
into a goodly inheritance.

Abbess: For a young woman to
Jream that she sees an abbess
denotes that she will be com-
pelled to perform distasteful
tasks, and will submit to
authority only after success-
ful rebellion.

Abbott: For a young woman to
talk with an abbott, portends
that she will yield to insinu-
ating flatteries, and in yeild--
ing she will besmirch her rep-
utation. If she marries one,
will uphold her name and honour
despite poverty and temptation.

Abortion: For a young woman to
dream that she assents to abor-
tion being committed on her, is
warning that she is contemplat-

ried out will steep her in dis-
grace and unhappiness.

For a doctor to dream that he is
party to an abortion, foretells
that his practise will suffer
from his inattention ‘to duty.

character,

she

ato be careful.

That she hears abusive language,
foretells that she will fall
under the ban of some person's
jealousy and envy. If she uses
the language herself, she will
meet with unexpected rebuffs,
that may f£ill her with mortifi-
cation and remorse for her past
unworthy conduct.

that she has left her abode, is

bleeding denoted death
by horrible accidents
and malicious reports
about you. .Fortune will
turn against you.

Blood: Bloodstained gar-
Tents indicate enemies
who seek to tear down a
successful career that

Abode: For a young woman to dream is opening up before you,

significant of slander and false- Bride: For a young woman

hoods being perpetrated against

To dream of this ancient
denotes your hes-
itancy to accept this ancient
story as authentic, and you
may encounter opposition in
business and social circles
because of this doubt. For

a young woman to dream that
she impersonates Eve warns her
She may be wiser
than her ancient relative, but

ing some enterprise which if car-the Evil One still has power-

ful agents in the disguise of

a handsome man. That apple tree
still bears fruit, and you may
be persuaded unwittingly to
share the wealth of its pro-
ducts.

to dream that she is a
bride, foretells that
sl:e will shortly come
into an inheritance that
will please her greatly,
if she is pleased in mak-
ing her bridal toilet. I
she is displeased, she
will suffer disappoint-
ments in her anticipat-
ions.

Birth: For a married . _
woman to dream of giving
birth to a child, great
joy and a handsome legacy
is foretold. For a
single woman, loss of
virtue and abandonment

by her lover.
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‘BOOK ‘REVIEW

°By Eileen Hausfather

In her recent novel, Memoirs
of a Survivor, Doris Lessing has
integrated fantasy and science
fiction info "an attempt at auto-
biography" to produce perhaps her
most powerful
Cated City. The descriptive
phrase quoted might be a kind of
irony aimed at reviewers who in
the past have interpreted such
novels as The Golden Notebook as
autobiographical. Clearly the
levents in Memiors, are not act-
ual. But the portrayal of

a detached, tolerant woman,
attempting to understand and
come to fterms with urban society
in a state of breakdown, undoubt-
edly has autobiographical elem-
endisH

The narrator of Memoirs re-
mains nameless, faceless, descr-
ibed only as "elderly". She
lives in a large city, on the
ground floor of a block of flats
which had been built = "tor

fami l'ies who could afford to pay
for privacy."

The narrative takes place
inanunspecified future time

when modern technical and social
services have begun to break
down. Neither technological di-
saster nor political revolution
has caused this; it is a project-
ion with slight alterations of
our own era. One of the things
which makes the novel so effect=
ive is that many observations
made by the narrator, taken out
of context, could describe the
present.

Government continues fo func-

tion, but is completely irrelev-
ant fo what has become the full-
time occupation of the majority
of the population - survival.
Official news sources con-
tinue to exist as well, but ev-
eryone is aware that real infor-
mation is picked up on the street
through bits of gossip, assump-
tions and realizations. Issues

of importance are not necessarily
those discussed in newspapers.
"Events" of this period are
not given to the reader in any
attempted chronological order,
but in the sequence in which
they impress themselves on the
consciousness and influence the
life of the narrator. Thus it
is a very individual record, al-
though the narrafor deliberately
presents herself as fypical of
the survivors of this period.

book since The Four

In both public and private
|ife, the unexpected and extra-
ordinary become easily accept-
able. When the narrator begins
to perceive another dimension

of life behind a blank wallof her]
apartment, she betrays little
surprise: " | had abandoned all
expectations of the ordinary

for my inner world, my real |life

in that place, And as for the
public, the outer world, it had
been a long time since that of-
fered the normal." Life behind
the wall and "everyday" |ife
merge when she is one day myster-
iously presented with a sfrange
child, Emily Cartwright.

Emily fits herself info the
narrator's |ife on her own ferms,
maintaining a polite distance,
although she makes every effort
fto seem complacent and flexible.
Her development is speeded up
by the pressure of events. She
develops the capacities of a
mature woman for social organiz-
ation and emotional experience
by the time she is thirfeen.
While the narrator watches, an-
xious to protect, but afraid to
intervene, Emily oufsfrips her
guardian in ability to adapt fo
rapidly changing circumstances.
By the end of the novel it is
clear that the protector has
become the protfected.

The most important social fact
of this period is seen as the
migration of people out of the
city. Movements of large heter-
ogeneous groups at first pol-
arize the area into mutually
suspicious divisions. People in
the flats who are attempting to
preserve remnants of convention;
and The nomads who camp on the
streets or take over abandoned
buildings and are forced fo
evolve new social patterns.

Gradually the polarization of
streets and flats breaks down;
necessity for exchange of goods
and skills brings people to-
gether, sometimes in ways that
are direct and humane, but
often in ways that are painfu
and violent. Groups of very
young sociopathic children who
have never experienced any soc-
ialization other than hand-to-
mouth communal subsistence in
unused sewers and subways emerge
from underground to terrorize
all the other kinds of social
groupings. They are impervious
to every effort fo "save" them.

Emily gradually fakes an im-
portant place in one of the new
communes. She falls in love
with twenty-two year old Gerald,
who has established a .house for
stray children. The commune is
destroyed when he attempts the
impossible - incorporating the
children from the underground.

All attempts of the commune
dwellers to form new non-author-
itarian structures are seen by
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the narrator as merely repetit-
ions of older social orders

For the narrator, Gerald's com-
mune seems a kind of patriarchal
tribe - Gerald, his women, his
children. Privacy and private
property are inadmissible |ux-
uries. There are compensations
in personal ferms, but for the
narrator these would not be
enough, so that even when cir-
cumstances are at their worst,
she can never join such a band
to leave the city. She pays a
high price to maintain her in-
dividuality.

Emily's past is never a sub-
Jject of discussion, but in the
course of the novel scenes |ike
stills from a movie are present-
ed fo the narrator through her
apartment's mysteriously dissol-
ving wall. Ultimately the dis-
solving wall provides Lessing
with a device for ending fhe

novel which is more puzzling and
less satisfying than her use of
it to give almost cinematic glimp-
ses ‘'of Emily's former family life.
Since Lessing wrote The Four-
Gated City it has obviously be-
come unnecessary for her to imag-
ine a single cataclysmic event en-
ding the world as we know if. The
unplanned unrestrained continuation
of our present mode of existence is

enough to destroy us.
The narrator of this latest
volume is quite different from

either Martha Quest or Anna Wul f,
although she has a similar kind
of infense awareness which is
constantly interpreting the world
around her and her own reactions to
it. However, she is much more de-
tached than either of these earl-
ier protagonists; perhaps because
of her age she has achieved a
distance from others and events
that Lessing's earlier heroines
did not have. In spite of the
social upheaval going on around
her, she maintains quality. She
is neither indifferent nor un-
touched, but she does not intern-
alize the social breakdown in the
way that Lessing's other women did.
Lessing's novels constantly
both reflect and anticipate our

concerns and anxieties. Her earl-
ier novels, among other things,
provided women with the analogues
of their own experience that
Martha Quest complained her read-
ing lacked.

Her more recent work has incor-

porated specifically feminist con-
cerns info what sees as a more fun-
damental issue - the survival of
the human race. Nonetheless her
latest book reflects a fear that
the gains women have been making in
in a complex and affluent society
may be lost if there is some urg-
ent need to forge new social str-
uctures under deprived material
circumstances. Lessing's vision
does not offer grounds for easy
optimism, but it does retain an
essential and balanced faith in
human possibility.

Eileen
Hausfather




1!) There are several short love

poems which are quite beautiful.
ﬂ Y One called "I hold you" consists
simply of three identical verses

| "Alexa DeWiel 1s a Toronto 0 that say:

| poet who writes with a depth Mtb "T hold you

| of perception and a sense of Like a Little fish
humor that is rare." begins a
press release announcing
Conversations with Bibi, her
first book of poetry. My opin-
ion, after reading the poems
over a number of times, was
quite different.

At first, I was only aware
that something was missing from
most of them; I had no idea
what. When I came across
"Moondog", a poem about a Viet-
nam vet, what was missing in
the other poems came pain-
fully clear. "Moondog" is
clumsily tender about August-
ine the vet, involved with him
as she is with few of her other
characters, including herself.
The only other poem that struck
me as deeply as "Moondog" was
one called "Pockets", about
a woman down and out who finds
companionship among the der-
elicts in a pool hall.

"They taught her tricks without
nubbing up against her sdide". 1
"She and they fingerpainted thein
desines in steamy downpowr Lce
overn windows'. 2

The poems seemed to me to
be basically of two types.
There are the personal ones,
where Alexa speaks.
| It was difficult reading
| poems that tried so hard and
{ yet managed finally to be
| neither angry nor loving,
neither funny nor tragic. I
can empathize with the effort
it takes to transfer one's
emotions and thoughts to ink
and paper. But that is no
excuse for confusing obscurity
with profundity, which Alexa
| does often.

Most of the poems, with a
few notable exceptions, were
exercises in combining wit
| and cynicism. And I, for one,
am tired of witty cynics.

ok a baby
on clouds"s

I am aware thatthis review is
highly subjective; so are Alexa
DeWeil’s poems. You may love
them. Find out for yourself.
Copies are available from:

Press Gang
821 East Hastings St.,
Vancouver, B.C.

~~

1. Conversations with Bibi, p.28
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To be fair, there is much
that is good in Alexa's poetry.
There are images' like:

"Aften six o'clock the sun goes down
in onange and red fags of glass
splattened across the parking Lot"3

in a poem abodt the workers and
the Big Guys in the mechanics
of the Fashion World. And:

| "yourn angern piles up
| on my doorstep which T do not
4 schub clean

Poems by Alexa DeWiel
Like a meticulous housewife"4 Coverdesign and illustrations by Gail Geltner

in a poem about communication
with an ex-lover. These images
are unfortunately not often

| surrounded by poems equally as
good. 3

Racoon coats to keep mama doing dishes all year round
on the hill back home in the outskirts of the city.
just her and the kids and the valium

You know she wouldn't be caught dead
in an old sweatshop working

every day day shift

every night night shift




WOMANPOWER,,

HER SR

cont'd grom p.10

f for awhile and then a few

| shouted insults. "I'm wor-
§ king! I'm not hollering a-
bout job discrimination!”

l ctc. Perhaps the funniest-
was "You're all queer!".
Well ves, that was partly
true’.

Inside, the demonstrators
were still trying to get
more of a response from Van-
derloo. They negotiated
with the Manpower people
i several times but never re-
ceived any suitable offers.
So they held their ground.

That afternoon, Manpower
finally "decided they were
going to get mad at us", as
Ellen puts it. They didn't
allow any more food inside,
or anything else. They even
locked the lawyers out for
a time until the women let-
the press in on what was
happening.

"I shouted through the
door 'they're denying us
# legal counsel!'. A few min-
utes later, I heard my voice
on a press tape recorder
saving just that. In no
time at all, our lawvers
were back in the building."
--Ellen, from taved inter-
view.

Manpower also decided
at this point that they
were going to get an injunc-
tion so that the police
could remove and/or arrest
the demonstrators inside
the building. They never
did get the injunction how-
ever, and the women and one
man spent another night in
the Manpower office.

Nights in the building
were rather strange affairs.
The main floor was divided
into camos: the Ad Hoc Oc-
cupation, the police in the
middle, and the Manvower
peonle in the back. Every-
thing was fine as long as
everyone staved where thev
belonged. Occasionally
Manpower men would wander
up to where the women were
trying to sleep and make
their presence known. They
would flick the lights on
and off, turn the heat up
and down and turn the muzak
§ up and down. All in all,

i one would go for a rest.
Another interesting fact,
noted by several women in
the occupation, was that
thev never met with any wo-
men in an official cavpacity
in any of the negotiations
Auring the lock-in period.
| This trend continued in the
three negotiations after
the lock-in. Though Jo Mit-
chell was present at one of
1 them, she said not a word
@ throughout the proceedings.
"They [Manpower] just
don't understand.  'What do
vou mean Manvower's not re-
presentative of women?' they

it was not the sort of place

this room, you idiots!'"
--Ellen, in taped interview.

A very positive result
of the lock-in was the wide-
spread media coverage. Both
the Sun and the Province
covered the events of the
dccupation with devotion,
though often thev did not
consider it front-page ma-
terial. CBC put it on the
National news. All over
Canada, people were being
made aware that someone was
finally doing something a-
bout Manpower's discrimina-
tory policies.

When the demonstrators
left the building in the
late afternoon of Wednesday,
September lY,\thev managed
to obtain a signed agree-
ment from William Hurd,
Acting Director-General,
Pacific Region. The agree-
ment basically stated -that:
1. Vanderloo would negoti-
ate "until a decision...
has been expeditiously

@ote: that means speedilv

reached"
d Hoc

not satisfactorily
with the Women's

Committee "not later than

10 a.m., Monday, September
2505 Iheredwouild
be "no reprisals of any sort"
for the demonstrators who
were picketing and occupv-
ing the Manpower Centre
3. There would be "no char-
ges laid by Manpower or anv-
other Government Department
or anyone acting on their
behalf" against the demon-
strators for the picketing
and the occupation. The
"no reorisals" here includ-
ed no jobs lost, no programs
cutiofifit et ol

I was quite struck by the
fact that there werz no ar-
rest or charges laid through-
out the lock-in.' My exper-
ience with civil disobedience
is that it generally leads to
some sort of violence some
where along the line. It
seemed the only violence
here was verbal and that
directed mainly at the women
locked in the switchboard
room. Interestingly enough,
this lack of violence was

‘gotiations.

ableness of the police. The
volice were, for once, very
effective intermediaries

who kept encounters between
the two sides from expvloding
into attacks at any given
time.

Since the lock-in, there
have 'been’ three 'sets ofine—
The first meet-
ing took place on Monday,
September 22nd. Vanderloo
and several of his henchmen
met with members of the Ad
Hoc committee. = The women
tried throughout the meet-
ing to get some sort of com-
mitment  from the Manpower
people. Vanderloo success-
fully avoided any kind of
commitment, however, other
than one to have another
meeting two days from that
one at which he would pre-
sent a counter proposal.
"Ten nressed, Vanderloo
would sav only that he a-
greed with the idea of a
Women's Advocate "in prin-
ziple" but that implementa-
tion of such an idea was
not feasible right now "in
oractical terms". Besides,
he pointed out, we already
have Jo Mitchell, the Wo-
men's Emnlovment Co-ordina-
tor, to look to women's
needs.

Chris tried to make it
clear to him that "the rea-
son we have had to come to
vou and sav we need some-
thing more is because her
[Jo Mitchell's] responsive-
ness has heen to the upper
level Manvower bureaucracy,
and, while that's not a had
thing, her commitment and
responsibility have not
been to the woman on the
street who comes into Man-
power looking  for a job.
We're not looking for an-
other person to. go out and
talk tollemployers.: We're
not looking for another ner-
son to tell vou people to
call us women not girls.

He 'are looking fora ‘difi-

ferent focus.” [excerpt
from tapes of ' the negotia-
tions’)

The point was not well
taken, however. The meet-
ing ended with an agree-
ment to meet again to dis-
cuss Manpowver's counter pro-

posal. This second meeting
was on Wednesday, Sentember
24th.

The feeling before this
meeting was generally one
of ‘frustration. | In inter-
views just before the ne-
gotiations, some of the
committee members exoressed
their sentiments:

-Ellen: .\"As far as I am
concerned we never should
have left [the lock-in on
Howe Street]. They'!ve been

B sav. 1 sy .liok s i largely due to the reason- screwing us around ever




since'.

-Robbie: "He EVanderlo€
double-talks, he really does.
But it's no-I mean he's def-
initely saying no [to a Wo-
men's Advocate)."

—ChrasikiFiBuULSEhat wasinot
our understanding. So we
really feel he's been bar-
gaininginsbad tEai th e
we had understood that there
was a definite no on Mondav

September 22nd] , we would-
n't be having this meeting
todav."

-Robbie: "We would have
gone out and done somethina
else - some other kind of
actionial

-Ellen: "We made the mis-
take of being reasonable
and talking to them like
human beings. They promised
to negotiate in good faith.
They've really been negotia-
tingidnibaditad thitd

The meeting went much as
could have béen predicted.
Vanderloo out out his counter
proposal . Thel Ad: Hoc' Com-—
mittee decided to look it
over among themselves' and
meet with him again on Mon-

INSTDE VIEWS, cont'd from p. 11

zled by "final" statements from Manpower and
paid fo more general political or personal differences.

day, September 29th to dis-
cussiaEl

The September 29th meet-
ing marked the end of neqo-
tiations with Vanderloo.

The Women's Advocate Ad Hoc
Committee rejected the Man-
vower proposal. As it turn-
ed out, the proposal was
nothing new, anvwav. It

was the same as one that

had been submitted to the
Committee (and rejected by
them) some time before the
lock-in and the negotiations
even began. It seems indic-
ative to me of Vanderloo's
lack of respect for the
whole issue and for the wo-
men in particular for him to
submit an already once re-
jected proposal,

During the course of these
final neaotiations, one of
the Committee members asked
Vanderid ool foriiaiclieariicut
"ves' or “ino'! answer on the
Women's Advocate. He hemmed
and hawed and used phrases
like "The departmental po-
sitilontaisiiBeiiibu Elitvhiatedis

making rushed decisions.

finallv came down to was
that this proposal was all
that he was nrevared to of-
fer to the committee. So
the meeting ended with a
statement that the Committee
was finished talking to Van-
darloo and was now going on
un to Andras, the Minister
of Manpower and Immigration.

For the future, there are
severaliiplanstofiaction al—
readv underway. There are
hopes of gaining nation-wide
support for a Women's Advo-
cate. Education of’ the pub-
lic is another goal to be
oursued more thoroughlv in
the coming months.

Whether or not a Women's
Advocate ever becomes a re-
alitv, there is no doubt in
my mind at least, that Man-
power will find it difficult
to continue operating as thev
have been. They are going to
have to face up to the fact
that thev are discriminating
and do something about it.
The Women's Advocate Ad Hoc
Committee is not going to stop

unta Liitheyiidos
Deb T.

tion wore on we became more careful about getting infimidated or fraz-
However, there was less attfention
They were vaguely recognized, but nof dealt wifth

openly, and | think this may have made for some hurt feelings, anger, and resentment which never gotf
aired, or which leaked out later indirectly.

| feel this is one area where we were weak as a group.

Although we quickly developed pretty effec-

Tive ways of making decisions, we never developed ways of dealing with people's conflicts or genera

feelings.

| don't think this was just a matter of there being no time or our looking bad to the opposi-

tion if we disagreed or '"quarreled" among each other. We live in a system which values action and deci-
sions (production) far more than feelings or process. It is no surprise, then, that as a group whose ul-
fTimate goal was action, we found ourselves knowing less about how to relate to each other and our differ-
ences effectively than about acting in the external world and making decisions. This all brings me fo
where | always seem to end up in my thinking - trying fo find a way fo combine my politics with what

know about interpersonal relations from therapy and encounter work, or said another way, how fo integrate
personal politics with larger action politics.

What happened for me in the occupation had to do with this struggle. | knew only fthree of the women
before the occupation and didn't know many of them much betfter after spending ftwo days locked up with them.
| felt we related almost entirely on a politfical level with each other, which affected me very negafively.
This happened partly because | did not feel that | could offer alot politically -to the group, since | did
not know a great deal about the women's advocate issue and had had |ittle experience dealing with Manpower.
| was there as a supporter and learner, but found it a difficult position to be in. | felt that people who
had more to offer politically got more recognition and in that way a kind of support. For me this was not
a great source of strokes, and | felf there was no other within the mode of relating that had evolved in
the group. | would have |iked to see us giving each other more plain old emotional support, but at the
time | felt at rather a loss as to now to go about making the change. i

| think there is also an element of political snobbery thaf comes info this - where being articulate,
vocal or politically experienced has become one of the main ways of getting strokes in political groups
It easily becomes the focus of people's attention and moves into competition for the limelight (ego-trip-
ping), and before we know it we're back to the same old problems of elitism and hierarchy. Not feeling a
part of any real or imaginary elite, | probably felt more sensitive to this process than some others. A
man involved in the demonstration asked me afterwards very condescendingly if | had been aware of "what it
meant" to go in and occupy the building, and several people during and affer the demonstration asked "who!
| was and where | came from. |'m not against recognition or strokes, but .| get bummed ouf when'| see that
kind of snobbery coming from people who are supposed to be my sisters and comrades

Anyway, with all this going on, | felt very affected by what went on outside the building. | found
myself feeling incredibly grateful to the people who stuck it out on the picket line. Towards people |
knew who hadn't shown up to demonstrate, felt very strongly that they should have, if nof to support the
principle of a women's advocate, then fo support me, their friend, who needed it! That picket line really
felt like a lifeline at times, especially when all ofher communication had been cut off.

| guess to 'sum up | could say that | think as an extremely "ad hoc" group under pressure we functioned
prefty well. | learned alot of new political things, but saw ways we related that needed improvement and
seemed |ike habits of our conditioning. Generally, | would really like fo see political groups giving much
more credit, recognition and attention to the process of the group, fo the feelings of group members, and
to ways of supporting each other. | think that the way most of us operate in groups and collectives still
comes from what we have learned from the system we are trying to change, and exploring this process and
ways of improving on it would, | am sure, provide lofs of political material fo work with. |t seems to me
that we are skipping over an essential element if we don't make time for that, if we discredit emotions
and the personal as secondary or irrelevant. Emotional alienation is at least as severe a sympfom of afflu-
ent capitalist society as economic oppression, and until we begin to explore new ways of being with each !
other interpersonally, it seems fo me we can hardly call ourselves polifical. Pat D)=
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I'm going to look at banks
and credit unions together
because they have many ser-
vices in common. Banks are
usually seen as huge imper-
sonal institutions giving
not a moment's thought to
the needs of their customers
while credit unions are as-
sumed to be small intimate
places. Both of these im-
ages are stereotypical.
It is true that all depo-
sitors in a credit union
must buy a share and there-
fore become a part owner
but this does not mean that
the service you get is ne-
cessarily better. Small
branches of large banks
are often friendlier than
the usually large central
office of a credit union.
Both banks and credit
unions may offer such
services as various che-
quing accounts, savings
accounts, term deposits,
loans, selling and cash-
ing money orders, traveller's
and cashier's cheques, finan-
cial counselling, accept
payment of medical and
utitity bills, certify
cheques, make title searches
on a prospective car, home,
etc., offer investment
advice, handle your invest-
ment portfolio, allow over
draft privileges, offer
RRSP and RHOP (retirement
and home ownership savings
plans), collect amounts
owing you from other people,
pay bills according to a
prearranged schedule, rent
you a safety deposit box
or "safekeeping" privileges,
and probably dozens of things
that have slipped my mind
at the moment.

Not every branch of
a bank or credit union
will offer all these ser-
vices but they are all
available somewhere -at
a price.
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banks and
credit unions

As far as whether a
bank or a credit union is
better - that depends on
what you want and how badly.
Banks are usually more con-
venient in that they have
small neighbourhood branches
but credit unions are usually
open later(until 5 or 6) and
generally part of the day
on Saturday. Some banks
(usually in shopping centres)
are also open Saturdays.
Banks usually have a great-
er variety of chequing and
savings accounts and be-
cause they have branches
throughout Canada it is
easier to cash cheques,etc.
while travelling. On the
other hand credit unions
pay higher interest rates
and charge lower rates on
loans. By law deposits
in both banks and credit
unions are insured so
your money is eqgually
safe.

There are now spring-
ing up alternatives to Big
Banks and Big Credit Unions.
See the article in The Ped-
estal Vol.6 no.2 on page 4
about the Community Congress
for Economic Change. These
groups are definitely a
viable alternative. Al-
though they don't provide
as wide a range of services
as large institutions they
are intimately involved
with the kinds of people and
lifestyles that most need
and least often receive
responsive financial help.

In choosing a bank
or credit® union I, would
suggest one convenient to
your work or home, as small
a one as will offer the ser-
vices you need, and one
in which the attitude of
the tellers and other em-
ployees seems friendly.
Since there's little dif-
ference in the services of-
fered the main reason for
choosing one branch
might as well be courtesy,
convenience and helpful-
ness. I will say that
occasionally banks located
in "low income" areas have
more restrictions on cash-
ing of second party cheques,
etc, so if you are so lo-
cated you might consider
opening an account in a
ritzier neighbourhood to
minimize hassles.
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Having chosen a bank
or credit union you have to
then choose which type of
account. A straight
personal chequing account
pays no interest, allows
you to write cheques and
charges either a set amount
per cheque or an amount
arrived at by how active
the account is, how much
money you have in it,etc.

It supplies free cheques

and deposit slips with your
name on them. You can order
and pay for fancy cheques
with your name,address,phone
number - always good for -
making a good impression

on companies you generally
don't deal with. They seem
to somehow imply stability
and responsibility. I don't
know why since all they really]
mean is that you had $3.00

to pay for them. With

a chequing account you can
write cheques or make
deposits at any branch of
your bank anywhere. You just
have to:.have either your
personalized cheques and dep-
osit slips or your account
number. Usually cheque
cashing at a strange branch
will entail a phone call

to your branch to verify
funds. If it is long dis-
tance you will be charged.

To avoid this while travelling
you might consider getting a
letter of authorization

from your bank manager or

one of those package plans

( Royal Bank !Certified Ser-
vice, Scotialplan,etc.) that
give you cheque cashing priv-
ileges without the red tape.




Straight savings accounts
pay interest on the minimum
balance in any given time
period. There are no
cheque writing privileges.
You must make your deposits
and withdrawals in person.
Interest is posted at specific
times and if you make a with-
drawal even one day before
you get no interest - or
interest only on the minimim
balance. Interest is usually
posted every 3 or 6 months J
though it may be calculated
on a monthly,daily or quarterl
basis. To repeat interest
is always calculated on the
smallest amount of money
in your account in the
period between interest post-
ings.

There are also chequing/
savings accounts that pay a

savings accounts and allow.
cheque writing at so much 23
per cheque.

There are also savings
bonds, certificates, and term
deposits in which you promise
to leave your money for
varying lengtns of time in
order to gain a specific
guaranteed rate of interest
usually higher than regular
savings accounts. Money

time gains no interest and
sometimes incurs a penalty.

What kind of account to
lhave depends on your needs.
Since I can never manage to
save money.in an account
I always opt for a chequing
account because of the
convenience.

I know that many people

find banks intimidating.

lower interest than regular

This is quite understandable.

withdrawn before the specifie#

Banks try to be impressive
and intimidating. Don't
let it throw you. Most of
their money comes from small
depositors and by using their
bank you are allowing them
to use your money to make
their money. If you don't
get good, prompt, courteous
service you should complain to
the manager and change branchesdi
if not banks. All a bank
has to offer is service and
a good one will be as pleasant
and helpful to a mother on
welfare trying to balance
pennies as to some company
with its thousands. You do
not have to take shit. Refuse
to accept shoddy service and
if we all demand good ser-
vice we'll get it.

Next issue I'll  talk
about loans, loan and credit
agencies.
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ENCLOSED IS MONEY ORDER
B.C. TEDERATION OF WOMEN

_FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Kate Swann, BCFW Co-ordinator, 736-7891; Esther Phillips,
Billeting Co-ordinator, 736-7891.

T 0N FORM
UAL CONVENTION

CHEQUE FOR $5.00 REGISTRATION FEE, MADE PAYABLE TO

I NEED CHILDCARE FOR __ . CHILDREN, AGES e B
I NEED BILLETING FOR _ MYSELF AND ___ CHILDREN
I CAN PROVIDE BILLETING FOR __ ADULTS AND ___ CHILDREN
MAIL TO: B.C.F.W., ¢/ 3458 West 22nd Avenue, Vancouver

Stephanie Tipple, 733-1225
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New Lesbian Bibliography

"Women in the Criminal Just-

THE LADDER has just issued
the 1975 edition of The
L “First

esbian in Literature
since I§g7 about 2500 eptries

included and all of the %rash

ice System" Sheraton Villa
Hotel, Burnaby, BC Fri. Octl7
Ssat. Oct.1l3. Sponsor: Centre
for continuing Education UBC
Registration necessary.

Chris Williamson (singer)
Valri Bromfeild (comed-
ian) : Feminists from Cali-
fornia may be coming to
Vancouver. Keep your eyes
and ears open. Phone Valri
at 873-2925 if you want to
help organize the concert.

Afew people in the Vernon
area are getting together

entries from the first
edition deleted. Partly an-
notated for easy usage, and
carefully coded to assist
the reader in finding titles
of interest. Cost: $10.
Bookstores write for discount
rates. (Orders of 10+ have
40% discount.)

IOTTIE by Sarah Aldridge,
Author of the Latecomer.
TOTTIE is about a lesbian
love affair set in the 60's
Drugs, Dissent and Drama.
Doomcasters beware, it is a
happy novel and you won't
like it. $4.50 plus 25¢ for
postage. 30% discount for 5 or
more orders prepaid

Both available from:

The LADDER

PO Box 5025 Washington Stat-
ion, Reno, Nevada, 89503 US
Outside USA, $1. per order

"Challenging Social Work!
conference, Fri.Oct.24 to

Sun. Oct 26, Carleton Univ.
Ottawa.. Pre-registration
necessary. Contact:
Challenging Social Work
Carleton School o Social
Work, ,Carleton Univ.,Ottawa
Heel:imin:ishaimaxa 26 s 251
If you really can®t afford
either, ,pay what you can.

Nationa =
erence, Oct.10, registration
toocth1 3. Topics ‘ranging; @

from "Community Education"
to "Councelling for lesbians
Sponsored by: Gay Commun-
ity Centre of Saskatoon.
Mailing address: PO Box 166

Saskatoon, Sask
Location: 124a 2nd Ave. N.,
Saskatoon, Sask.
652-0972

a gay drop-in/sexualit
wo?k_sho_i_'_"_'-ﬂ'z D_for women _and men.
We hope to primarily help
people get in touch with
each other and break down
the isolation. From there
we can see what we want to
do together. We hope to
develop a permanent outlet
for gay expression in our
area. Call or write:
Women's Centre
No:tioW=803 0830 th st
Vernon; phone 545-6552
(leave a messaqe for Yana)]
or
N.O.A. (Yiorth Okanagan Aid
#9 -2906 32nd St.,
Vernon; phone 542-4120

Ed or Ken
a

gnderstandinﬁ Homophobia,
booklet on the phenomenon of
homophobia, fear of homo-
sexuals, is available from

for shipping, payment in US
funds.

Perspective on Lesbianism
Every Thursday

Every 4th Thursday

7:30 - 10:00pm. 5
Women's Office, SUB 230, UBC
Poetry Reading 12 noon Nov. 19

SUB Gallery, UBC
Judi Morton & Beth Jankola

Ruthie Gordon, Folksinger
Vancouver East CuItura?

Centre,Sun. Oct 12, 8:00pm

Olivia Records Inc., a
national women's recording
company, proudly offers its
first album, Meg Christian:

I know You Know. The album
was proaucea entirely by
women. Because we cannot
guaranteedelivery by
Christmas we are offering gift
certificates or records To
order gift certificates or re-
cords send $5.50 + 50¢ mailing
to: Olivia Records Inc.,

Box 1784 Main City Sta.,
- Washington, D.C.
bulk rates available.
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Women in Focus Audio-Visual
Tape Library has 27 tapes

available on a variety of ‘sub-

jects from "Margaret Atwood"
to
Women". Catalogues and in-
formation on rental. Fees
available from:

Women in Focus

Box# 855 Sle URB

URBECE

Vancouver 8,
Contact person:

Marion Barling

B.C.

228-2082 or
228-6228
Room#280},5'S\. UL B

"Karate and Self-Defence for

2 /O AOMEN
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The new Everywoman's Almanac
1976: Appointment Calendar
and Handbook 1is now avail-
able from:

Press Gang
821 East Hastings St.,
Vancouver, B.C.

price is $2.95
Order now for Christmas

Natasis
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NAME
ADDRESS

cheques to The Pedestal
6854 Inverness St Vancouver BC

Gays of Ottawa

P.O. Box 2919

Station D

Ottawa, Ontario

2.38=1707

price is 10¢ plus postage
edition is bilingual
(cheques made payable to
"Gays of Ottawa")

"The relevant question is
ot.what makes homosexuals,
or what to do with them, but
rather what makes society
persecute them."

-Seidenberg,
Accursed Race"

eek, H., ed.
S 270
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Going Crazy,

subscrube
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