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EDITORIAL POLICY

The newsletter group, & separate yet supportive group of the
Northern Women's Centre, reflects the complexity of the make
up of the Horthern Women's Centre as a whols.

Being a smaller, unified group, the sditorial board of The
Northern Woman will attempt, through collective, creative
and thought proveking comments, to respond to, and express
(through a concensus of opinion) their reactions to, various
articles, lestters, and timely topics of interest.

Through such a policy it is hoped that The Northern Woman
will become a tool for wemen to develop an Increased

understanding of their situstion and forces affecting their
lives.
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EDITCRIAL

We are devoting this issue to children--our most valuable
-resource. We hope you will enjoy our efforts, and that you will
respond by writing to us expressing your opinions. .

Perhaps an accurate measure of a society's level of awareness
-could be its approsch to the raising of children and the care afforded
them. In 1959, the U.N. General Assembly adopted and proclaimed
a Declaration of the Rights of the Child., The first article atates
explicitly that:

WITHOUT ANY EXCEPTION WHATSOEVER, all children

shall be entitled - to these rights without

distinction or discrimination on account of

race, colour, sex, language, religion, political

or other opinion, national or sccial origin,

property, birth or other status whethep of

tirself or of tir family (see page for a

discussion of the new pronouns).

Some of these rights are:

- special protection to enable children to develop fully
in all aspects of 1life

= the right tc a name and nationality

=~ social security, adequate nutrition, housing and
medical services

= 3pecial care, treatment and education for handicapped
children whether the condition be physical, mental or
social

= love, understanding, security in the family and
society, with particular care given to those children
without a family or to those vwithout adequate means of
support

= full and equal opportunity in education, play and
recreation

~ the child in &ll circumstances shall be among the first
to receivs protection and relief

= protection against all forms of neglect, cruelty and
expleitation, and shall not be the sub ject of traffic
in any form

=~ protection from all discriminstion and brought up in a
spirit of friendship ameng paoples and with the right to
live in peace

Even & brief glance at the polieies of different countries
shows that all children are nct permitted thess rights. For example,
in North America, it often appears as though children are produced in
order to have a never—ending supply of naive trusting minds which
large corporations can train (via televisions to be consumers of
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of cereals, amartiss and Mattsl toys. , =

In many countries, children still spsnd. their entire
lives being victims of ‘sexism, poverty, racism and war--seldom
experisncing anything but hungsr, confusion and fear. But some
nations take great pride in the potential of their children. and
300 to it thst every child, regardless of race, sex.or status of
birth, receives the‘highsktnﬁualipyAnu;ritiqn,iday care, education
and recreation. Such is the"ideal--what we are striving fop=—- .

where the burden of a ¢hild's care is not plated solely on individual
parents, where the state too recognizes its responsibility teo. the
future géneratiocn. We have a2 long wey to go! Women and men. through-
out history have struggied to make théir lives better=-adults .are
able"teuréccgnize‘theif’gppréssien, and ultimately right against it.
Children de ngt'hgve‘thé‘pbﬁ@r'tq_ffghg, they are inevitably the -
victims., ' g Pt

We sometimes delude ourselvss 1nto‘thinxing;that.cnly
other countries vietimizs the children. We forget about.the children
of poor families who cannot complete thelr education because they
must ‘get jobs to help suppert a large family, the native children .

in the North who must eat mercury pcisgnedifishiwhilgwxhe«government
"studtes the problem”. opr even the female children who. are. "carser
counselled" into beceming nurses or teachers wifils their brethers
bacome deoctors and principals. ' -

For many countries since 1949, Juns 1l has been. celebrated
as International Day for Chiidren. On this day, women and men all
over the world who are conacious of* their responsibility to defend -
the rights aui:d happinsss of children, come together to evaluats  the
progress made to date and map out plans for future struggles. '

The Women's International Democratic Federation, in 1965,
expressed the. hope that "averywhere on earth, International :
Childrefls:Day will become a day of struggle for children's rights,
Let us insist on an end to all'aggression of peoples. Let us fight
for disarmament, understanding and peace, bscsuss our children need
peace ‘as flowers need light." '

Perhaps we in Thunder Bay could make this June 1 s very
special day by expanding the activities which have traditionally:
been cdrried on by such organizstions as the Congress of Canadian
Women. We could exdmine carefully the questions of universal free
"day care, sex-role stereotyping in schools, the fate .of children
in other countries, responsibility for child-rearing in the family,
nuterition, children and ‘advertisimg, and many othsr child-related
izsues, Women and men intersested in working on such a project
should contact us at the Northern Women's Centre, 2nd Floor, F.W.
Y.MOC.A;‘.’ 622"3989. ‘ : ‘ “ B :
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Letter to the Editoer

Children: The Victimas of War.

We have heard much lately
sbout the victims of the war
in VietNam. The children . .
were flown out of VietNam,
their country, by (as President
Ford put it) s Mission of
Mercy.

We must examine this
situation csrefully, from the
perspective of the children who
are being brought to countries
such a3 Canade and ask our-
selves why this has happened
and what censzequencss it will
have.

First of all there is the
mstter of children being used
as political footballs. All
of a sudden, the welfare of
these children has becomes cf
primary importance but where
was all the concern when
American Planes wers bombing
North VietNam and Cambodia?
Surely there were children
in these ceuntriss whose lives
were endangered, who were
orphaned by the war. Where
was the Mission of Mercy then?
Where arees the missions of mercy
for the people of Chili who are
baing imprisoned and tortured
by the military dictatoership or
the 1500 Haitians who are
presently in Canasda living in
fear of being deported bhack to
their ewn country where they will
be impriscned or killed?

And what cf the fates of
children who will be adopted by
Canadians, Americans, or
Australians? It goes without
saying that these psople must
be concerned and loving people
but ws have many so-called

"wunadoptables'" (children

of mixed bloed or
handicapped in some way)

in our own country that
are being passed over now
because adopting a Vietnamese
child 'is fashionable. It
frightens me just a little

to think what will happen te
these children when they ars
no longer "fashionable". Will
they be rejected by our soclety
becauss they are "different'?
And what about the rights of
these children to be raised

in their own culture,in their
own language, and with s pride
in themselves as Vietnamess.
We Capudisns, no matter how
well meening we are cannot
provide this if we are not
part of that culture.

Instead of using the
woney which governments
apparently now have for
financing adoptions why not
use it for relief in the form
of medical and food spplies
to children in all areas of
Southeast Asis regardless of
the government 1in power.

Furthermore, if the
Canadian government is
prepared to adopt children who
have suffsred in the war, then
maybe .they should also be
prepared to stop shipping war
materials to the USA which
then ships them to Saigon.

If the children of
IndoChine had been allowed to
determine their own destiny
from the beginning perhaps
fewer children would .be
orphans today.

Name witheld, on rasquest.
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OF RIGHTS

Richard Parson outlines the specific reforms that he considsrs essential to ithe
true liberstisn of a2ll children, including his own. From Ms Megezine
March, 1974

The Right to Self-Determination. Children ghould have the right to decide the
matters whioh affect them most directly. This ie the basic right upon which all
others depend. Childram are now itreated as the private propsrty of their parents
on the assumption that it is the parents' right and responsibility to control the
1ife of the chiléd. The achievement of children's rights, however, would reducs
the nesd for this coatrol snd bring about an end to the double standard of morale
snd behaviow for advlts and children,

The Right to Alternative Home Bnvironments. Self-determining children should be

able o choose from among 8 veriety of arrangements; residencee operated by child-
ren, child exchangs programs, Z24=hour child-czre centers, and various kimds of
schools and empoyment opportunities. Parents are not always goed for their children
sone pecpls estimate that as many az 4 million children are abused anmually in the
United States, snd that a hslf million children run avay sach year.

The Right to Responsive Design. Society must sccommodate itself to children's size
ard to thelr need for sanfe space. To keep them in their place, we now force child-
ren to cope wiih a world that is either not built te fit them, or is actually des-
igred againet them., If the envirenment were less dangerous for children, there
would be less need for constani control and supervision of children by adults.

The Right to Information. & child wust have the right to all information erdinarily
avellable to adults--including, and perhapas especially, information that mekes
adults uncomfortable.

e Right to Biucate Ones3il, Children should be free to design their own sduc~
ation, choosing from anong rany optione the kinds of learming experiences they
sant, including the option net to attend eny kind of schoel. Compulsery education
mst be abolished becanse the enforced thresiening quallty of education in North

) Americs hae teught children to hate achocl, to hate the subject matter, and irsg-

ically, to hate themselves. Children are programmed, iracked, and certified in a
process of stamping out standardized educated preducte accepiable to the university
military, business and indusiry, and commurity. BEducation ean change enly through
the the achisvement of new rights for those exploited and opprensed by it--ths

ohildren themeelves.

The Right to Freedom from Physical Punisbment. <Children should live free of physical

threat from those who are larger ang more powerful than they, Corporal punishment
is used impulsively and cruelly in the home, arbitrarily in the schecol, and sad-

istically in penal institutions. It does not beleng in ocur repertoire of responses
to children, ' : contd
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The Right to Sexual Freedom. Children ahould have the right to conduct their sexual

lives with no mere restriction than adulta. Sexual freedom for children must in-
clude the right to information about sex, the right to nonsexist education, and the
right to all sexusl activities that are legal among consenting adults. In faet,
children will be hest protected from sexual abuee when they have the right to re-
fuse--but they are now trained not to refuse adults, to accept zll forms of physical
affection, and to mistrust their own reactions to people. They are denied any in-
formation about their owm sexuality or that of othera. We Xeep them innocent ard
ignorant and then worry that they will not abe able to resist mexual approaches.

The Right to Economic Power, Children should have the right to work, to acquire-

and manage monay, io receive agual pay for squal work, tc choose trade apprentice-
ship as an alternative to school, to gain promoilon to leadership positions, to
own property, to develop a credit record, to enter inte binding contracts, to en-

gege in enterprise, to obtain guarantised suppori apart from the family, to achieve
financial independencs.

The Right to Political Power. Children should have the vote and be included in

the decision-making procees. Bighty million children in the United States need the

| right to vote because adults do not vote in their behalf., At present they are no

one's constituency and legislation reflects that lack of representation. To
become a conetituency they must have the right to vote,

The Right to Justice, Children must have the guarantee of a fair trial with due

procesn of law, an advocate to protect their rights against the parents as well as
the system, and a uniform standard of detention. Every year a million children

get into trouble with the law. One out of every nine children will go through the
juvenile court system before the age of 18, At any given time about one hundred
thousasnd children are in some kind of jail. Some are beld illegally, many have not
committed any kind of crime, most have done nothing that would be considered a orize
if done by an adult, and none has been &iven a fair trial with due process of law,
The juvenile justice system was designed to protect children from the hargh treat-
ment of the adult justice system--but it iz more unfair, more arbitrary, and more
cruel.
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Teport

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN!'S YEAR
WOMEN'S CENTRE CONFERFNCE

For the first time, on Feb, 28,
March lst and 2nd, 1975, in Thander Bay
Cnt.,, 85 women from women's and native
womeri‘s centres from across Cansde met
to disenas the poesibility of forming
& federation for commmnication and
mutual support. Every province in (an.
was represented.

The idea, however, of forming &
federation was rejectad by the 47 vot-
ing delegates on the basis that sueh
action would be tooc premaiure, and
might be damaging to bring this heir-
archical structure and defined image upop
ourselves before we reguire such a vast
mechanism,

The following are & list of wotions
which ware CARRIED:

{8) That thers be esteblished sn Internal
Hational Communications Network betwsen
Wemen's Centirss

() That the Clearinghouse for Feminist
Media investigste the need for an archival
resource cenire and be asked to collest
materirl and be respensive to Women's
Centres

(¢) That we support the Yeminiast News
Service

(¢) That as a temporary measure each centre
regionelly and er culturally affiliated,
appoint a liason person to form an emerg-
ency phone link

(e) That an annual general meeting be held
next year at which time we will discuss
the cosmunicationa network

(f) That we strongly support regional and
cultural affilistions for those centres
wishing it

HOW THE COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK WORKS

It is for Emérgency only. The orige
inator of an emergency call contacis iheir
regional Lissep Centre, who will in turn

Codiulh Wae Dearest Liason Lenire, wR.LenD an

acmé Ccases mayve on sither side. This
contact will continue across the couniry.
Bach liasoen Centre then makes a

cellect c¢ell to every Women's Centre in

its area, but the call must not be accepted
hang-up and phone back the Liason Centre
for the message. This divides up the

ceate of the calls between individual
Contres.

Any Cenire responding to an Bnergency
¢all must aupply feedback to the Centre
originating the call concerning the spec~
ifice of any action that they have taken.
The originater of the Bmergency action
must then correlate the feedbeck and ine
form the Liason Centrsz of the results,
they will in turn inform the.) Centres
within thelr region...GOT THAT?77?

y » C 5

.9

n the eve of Intsrnaticnal Womeri's Day,
March 7, a message wae relayed across the
country frem St, John's Newfoundland to
Victorie, B.C., to test the Beergency net-
work.,

FROM THE NORTHERN WOMEN'S CENTRE LOG BOOK

Karch 7, 1975 <
o« Two telephone calls from Ottaws, one

in French and one in English, with the
fellowing measage:

Ahnee! Le reseau Nellie est bien in vie
et va de lavant. Legalite pour nsos
BOoeury .,

Ahnes! Network Nellie is alive and well

and marching ferward, Bquality for cur
sisters. Happy Birthday to our Brergency
Telephone Linikup! Happy International
Women's Day,

This message was passed by us to the
Liagon Cenire west of ug, ¥innipez, and
{0 our area Cenires or contacts in Rorth
Bay, Kenora, Nipigon, Dryden, Sioux Look-
out, Atikokan and Geraldion.

If there are any other Centres or contacte
who wish to be a part of Network Nellie,
rlensa comisnt ne, A€ i ate Ip fw it
(ntarie,
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WEREKEND SEMINARE IN RIPIGON

Ou Mareh 14 and 15th, & core group of
about seven women organized a two-day
seminer in Mipigon with the intention
ef growth for women, awareness sf Inter-
national %Wemen's Yser, and sisterhood
with siher women.

The weekend siarted off with an ewsellent
talk on Woman in History by Jesnnetts
Johnson, fellowed by & question and
aniwer peried, The asvening ended with

A wine sné cheese aocial.

The next moxning the vomen Treassemblaed to
hoar & talk on nutritien by Barbara Lalonde
followed by a talk and demonsiratien by E,
3ittlinger on making a glutin subatitute
meat recipe. Cary Hansen spoke on health
foods. Sits follewed with & talk on idsas
bonind Yoga, and followed this #ith =

Yogz damonstration,

48ter lunech, ihe wemen resssembled to hear
# psael diseussion, Lillian Welter intro-
duced ezch member before they talked ashout
their experisnces of being a female parti-
ednent in their fisldeof work, Preaent

ware Mary Tomlinson whe speke about Hemen In
Luv, ¥3 Lindsay, who talked sbout momen in
administration, Maureen Harvey on Crestive
Howemgkexe, Sister Gaye, on women in the
Cerarch, Grece Remuz on women in politice and
Lo Krager, whe speke on women in the O.P.P.
ferce, The women broke off inte disocumsien
grouze and returned later to have thelr group
leaders repert on ideas brought out in their
dircussiens, 2An evident lack of time pre-
venied the diacussion greups from pursuing
interesting and exciting discussions.

The discussien groupe broke off and the women
went into individuel workehops. They were
ceaprised of '

2) Cencer film en self breast-sxemination
b} Cardico resuscitetion demonatration

¢) Display frem the Bookstop, Thunder Bay
4) loeal Library display

&) Northern Women's Centre (Thunder Bay)

- display

f3 Ar?t Club display

&) Acts and Crafts by the locel Craft Guild
h) Furkinz by Juns Jeeffrays '

i) Teacher's Psderstion Films on 'Sports
end Women'

) Mutrition film and display

k) Yogs workshep

1) Beily exercise routine for women

In the evening, s supper was held at the
United Church basement with Lisa Bengtason
snd Estella FPriedlander =s guest speskers.

Pree day care wag available. Both wine
and chesse and dinner wera subsidized in
order te make them abailable for all int-
erested women,

Over the two-day period, 123 women signed
our gneat book, including some guests
from Thunder Bay and Ceraldton.

RAPE CRISIS GENTHE

ATTENTION: Need has already
been established for a Rape
Crisis Centre., We have dealt
with several cases but with
the opening of the harbor this
summer more volunteers are
urgently needed to deal with
potential cases.

Volunteers are needed now
for driving, counselling and
handling the telephone on a
rotating basis., When enough
volunteers are available a
training workshop will be
offered to introduce you to the
legalities, socializations,
basic interastions, and simple
telephone procedures.

_ Presently we are operating
only from 9 AM to 5 PM but with

gour help we can make this s 2L
our service.

The Rape Crisis Phone

Number is £23-1162 and should b
used onlz for a crisis. °

To velunteer your help
please ccntact the Northern
Yomen's Centre at 622-3989,
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THE BUTTON

In spite of much publicity regarding
the government's spending for Inter-
natiasal Women's Year, many women are still
‘mot aware of the ressons behind the re-
fusal of most women to wear the "Why Not"
button,

he far back as last July women's
groups and irdividuals, were questioning
the spending of $500,000 and the hiring of
e male dominated firm (Ronalds-Reynolds)
for the publieity campaign. The campaign
was endorsed by Health and Welfare minister
Marc Lalonde, wno is alsc the minister re-
gsponsible for women's programs.

The whole campaign is geared around a
oute oatch-phrase 'Why Not'. (Why not let
wemen be a bit more equal, what have wz
got to lose? ste.)

On Dec. 18, 1974, a protest was sent
to the Pederal Government as a result of
Northweztern Ontaric IWY seminar which un-
animously adopted the following resolutions
'Yhereas was proteat the funding of an inage
oriented promotional campaign and whereas
we cannot sccept the slogen 'Why Not?', U
vhich we feel is negative, ambiguous,
frivolous and offensive and whereas we see
no need for a large administrative budget
THEREFORE be it remolved that this seminar
express our objection to the Federal Govern-
ment.~ snd further we would strongly re-
commend, insteazd of allocating money feor
conferences, and advertiising, that the .
Faderal Govsrnment use these ressurces to
fund the campsigns and projecis by the women
in various provinces and regions.'

The Torontc Globe and Mail (Jan 25,
1975 quoteas Prime Minister Trudeau'’s sex-
jst comments which were made afiter being
questioned about eriticism by iwo women
Liberalg--"thate the trouble with ladies,
they bitchn afier the fact". ("Thate the
{rouble with prime ministers--they don't
get their facts straight".)

"he principle issue iz ®hy were women
not,asked, International Women's Year is
for women., We have not been asked how we
thought funds Should be gpent--we have been
teld, Why not cancel the advertiming
campaigni use the money thue saved to pro-
vide day care or scholarships for women o
become doctors, lawyers, administrators,
gven---advertising executivea? WHY NOT.

10

RIGHTST
Women Unite
on May 10th!

1.E qual pay for work of equal value

. Unwersal access do quality childeare
2.£ qual Fights in marmace € property low
4 Sale effecive buth contral fur ol

5 Remove Gbortion feom the Coiminal Code

- 6. Free D Henry Mofgentaler

MEMO FROM MAY 10thMARCH COMMITTEE
¢/oYWCA, 80 WOODLAWN AVE. E.,TORONTO

Daar Friends,

In an effort to ensure that
International Women's Year does not
turn out to be all talk and no .. W
sction...we have chosen to conceéen-—
trate on these five major issues.
Only united action will show the
government of this country the
strength and support of the women's
movement and emphasize the issues
which women believe require action
both locally and nationally.” We
urge you to organize a march or
other action in your area for May
10th or to band together with
other groups for a regional
demonstration.
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ATTENTION LESBIAN WCMEN!! !éh

In early February two local
women and two women from out of
town met and pooled their resources
(financial and otherwise) to open
a club in thunder Bay. It was -
really a first for Thunder Bay as
the club membership is open only
to Lesbilan women and Homosexual
men. It opened offioially the
weekend of International Women's
Day(Maroh 7,8) which, whether it
was coincidental or not

seemed like a great time %“jxf T
for it to happen. Gay oy

people in this city,
prior to this, had no /
other place where they
could go and feel safe,
comfortable and relaxed
about expressing their A \\

R

sexuality — even through ——
dancing - with the person i

or pecple they chose to ]
be with, '

/""" e

)
/

rd

?

"~ hockey, badminton,

Tentative plans are being made
now to offer activities from Sun-
day to Thursday ranging from
dancing lessons to syorts (floor
Judo lessons)
and card games (ie. Bridge). New
suggesations for activities are
always welcome.

It's been rather slow-moving up
to this point as some people still
seem to feel relvectant to offer
their support. The menago-

ment was vretty clese

to the roint of being

toetally discouraged
until a sister from
out of ftown visited

one weekend and lef¢

a note in the suggau"

tion box saying "TO THSR
GREAT GODDESS: Thank thosza
sistora wno worked to geo%
this placs togsther and
keep those friends and

///

Membership is closed
to prevent the entry of any
curiosity seekers and to
protect the anonymity of the cllen—
tele. New peale can come in if
they oan satisfy the people at the
door that they are "sympathetic"
tocwards the objectives of the club.

For the present the weekend
is the most active time at the
club.
houses and the managers are trying
tc establish a weekly program for
this time which hopefully will
include live entertainment, films
and speakers. Every Saturday night
there is a dance held and they've
managed to obtain liquor licences,
making it possible for beer and
alcohol to be served.

Friday night there are coffee- the Northern Wouen's

coina coming."
It was a gresat lift.

So to all those
brothers and sisters interested,
COME OUT: ! !...fcr frlendship,
support and fun.

For any further enquiries as iz
location of the club (it can't be
public for sbvious reasons) cr any
other questions or concerns, contact
Centre &t
6223989 and ons. of the people thevo
will put you in %iouch with someonc
who can answer your guestions.

"If you want higher consciousness

I'1ll tell you what to do

Yougot to talk to a woman

Get her to talk to you.

You got to build you a union

and make it strong

And if we all stick together

girls it won't be long..."
(Women's Music Network
Women's Wax Werks, 1974)
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LAKEREAD BOARD OF EDUCATION CCMMITTEE ON
SEX ROLE STEREOTYPING

This oomittee is finally of the greund --
committes members are..Dawn 3t. Amand, John
Halet, Joan Halonen, Sten Dromisky, Iher
Kosyra, Diane Fawcett, Hugh Cook, Jean Rob-
insen, Susan Garreti, Bd Prinszelaar, Ruth
Cunningham, Lewy Smith.

The first priority of this committee is to
become awsre of the exient of sexism im areas
of the school system such as, textbooks,
staffing practises, curriculum, special ed-
ucetion, classroom practises and physical ed-
wvoztion,

Boys ¢y things'

Bt A b

ee Dick Run, See Jare Si

I AM DEAD,
BUT YOU ARE MY SON,
YOU WILL DISCOVER WHY WE EXIST.

I DIE,

BUT YOU ARE MY DAUGHTER,
YOU WILL GIVE BIRTH

TO OTHER IREAMERS...

Read at a displsy of the National
Museum of Man and the Natural
Seiences = ~ Ottawa

G%ds ne.ed things fixed
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Reprint]
Children’s Books

The Second Sex, Junior Division

We live in a sexist society. Almost .

from birth we are indoctrinated with
the notion of male superiority and
female inferiority, male rights and
female duties. It is in the earliest
years that children form images of
their worth, their future roles, the
conscious and unconscious expecta-
tions placed upon them. Investigating
books for young children in book

stores and libraries I found an almost

incredibie conspiracy of conditioning.
Boys’® achievement drive is encour-
aged; girls' is cut off. Boys are
brought up to express themselves;
girls to please. The general image of
the female ranges from dull to de-
grading to invisible.

Since females comprise 51 per cent
of the population of the United States,
one would expect them to be equally
represented in the world of picture
books. On the contrary they vary be-
tween 20 and 30 per cent. There
were five times as many males in
the titles as there were femasles, four
times as many boys, men, or male
animals pictured as there were fe-
males. In special displays the situ-
ation was even waorse. The fantasy
worlds of Maurice Sendak and Dr.
Seuss are almost entirely male. The
three major prizewinners for this
year, displayed together on a table at
Brentano’s, were all about males:
“Sounder” about a black hoy by Wii-
liam Armstrong, “A Day of Pleasure”
by I B. Singer, and “Sylvester and
the. Magic Pebble” by Willlam Steig.
Where are all the missing females?
Have they been exposed to the ele-
ments, as with primitive tribes? Or
are they sequestered behind walls,
as in Southern Italy or the Near Fast?

This preponderance of males is not
limited to humans. Animals in books
are male for the most part. Elephants,
bears, lions, tigers are males or, as in
the Babar books, isolated females are
shown in the company of a majority
of males. In the veld it is the female
lion who does all the work; in the
piciure-book world she doesn’t exist
There are some books about female
animals, and an occasional reference
ta the fampla of 700 SPACS. G000

By ELIZABETH FISHER

obviously, are female. Hens, too. In
“Rosie’s Wallt” by Pat Hutchins a
hen walks unscathed and unnoticing
through ali kinds of dangers—re-
enforoing the stereotype that nothing
ever happens to she’s, Sylvia the
Sloth is the heroine of a not unpleas-
ing book. Somehow the female ani-
mals tend to be those whose names
are synonyms$ of deregation. Petunia
the Goose, Frances the Badger — I
suspect the choice of these animals
reflects the low esteem in which
women are held. A rhinoceros is
male, a hippopotamus female. Leo
Tionni’s snail in “The Biggest House
s the World” is a2 he who has a
father but no mother, in clear contro-
version of biology.

Only in Noah's Ark does Riblical
autherity enforce equal representa-
tion for males and females. Except
for Random House’s “Pop-up Noah,”
which has eliminated Mrs. Noah and
does not show the animals in equal
distribution on the cover - males
have a slight edge of course. The
wives of Ham, Shem and Japheth,
present in the Old Testament, were
missing from all three children’s ver-
sions I examined. Things hav: come
to a pretty pass when one has to go
to the Old Testament for an uppgrad-
ing of the female.

it should be mentioned that foik
tales tend to treat women somewhat
better than do books with contempo-
rary settings. Possibly this is because
the former are often based on themes
of come-uppance and vindication of
the underdog, spontaneous products
of wish fulfillment and the uncen-
scious, while the [atter are written
to please or to scil, After all, aithough
Hanse! comes up with the device of
dropping pebbles so that he and
Gretel can find their way home, it is
Gretel who disposes of the witch by
pushing hor into the oven. Wives are
smarter than their hustands, and wo-
men make fools of the powerful. The
folk tales reflect & pre-industrial cul-
ture where, though women may not
have had equality, they did play vital
functioning roles. They were not con-

I

all too often defines them. They were
producers who functioned in -agricul-
ture and home industries such as
spinning and weaving, who worked
side by side with their men. Evident-
ly the folk tales survive because they
have certain psychological validities.
In the more modern downgrading
of the femele, not only are animals
generally male, but personifications
of the inanimate—machines, hoats,
engines, tractors, trains, automobiles
—are almost invariably so. In life,
ships are she's; in picture books—~
Little Toot, Max’s boat Max in
“Where the Wild Things Are” — I
have yet to come across one that was
not a he. Automobiles, at least in
France where the Citroen D. S. 1S
(déesse—goddess) is highly admired,
are often thought of as feminine, but
not by picture-book authors and il-
fustrators, One exception to the mas-
culinity of machines was written
back in 1939 when Virginia Lee Bur-
ton created Mike Mulligan and his
steam shovel Mary Anne. -
This marked absence of the femal
applies even more strongly to books
about blacks., Analogies between rac-
ism and sexism date back before the
I9th century: hoth Mary Woellstone-
craft and Thomas Paine compare
black slavery to female slavery, In
this country the woman’s rights
movement of the 19th century grew
out of the Abolitionist movement, ag
today's Women's Liberation Move-
ment relates to the Civil Rights Move-
ment, History rcpeats itself. Just as
black men achieved enfranchisement
long before black or white women, 5o
in the picture-book world have blacks
achieved integration with whites and
representation for themselves with-
out 3 corresponding integration for
the female, black or white. One of
the earliest (Continued on Page 2)

Miss Fisher is a writer and
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efforts in this direction was
Jerrold Beim’s “Swimming
Hole” about black and white
boys swimming together, and
since then there have been a
spate of books about blacks and
whites and about blacks alone.
But the only picture book I
found about a black girl was
Jacob Lawrence’s “Harriet and
the Promised Land” based on
Harriet Tubman's life. Ezra
Jack Keats has done several
picture books about smail boys,
and a recent one of his, “A
Letter to Amy,” does bring in a
girl, but it 2 token and not al-
together flattering way. Peter
is bringing Amy a letter to in-
vite her, the only girl, to his
birthday party, when he bumps
into her accidentally. Amy runs
away in tears. Later, the other
boys say, “Ugh! A girl at the
party!” but she comes anyway.

snutevitz, § wes overwheimed
with gratefuiness. And the
same might be said for my re-
sponses to Suzuki Beane and
Eloise, botk of whom are pre-
sented as highly exceptional.

Though there have been wo-
men doctors in this country for
over & hundred years, and pe-
diatrics is one of their preferred
specialties, there is not a. single
woman doctor to be found. Wo-
men are nurses, librerians,
teachers—but the principal is
always male. They have emo-
tions; they get angry; they dis-
agree; they smile; they approve
or disapprove; they want to
please, What they do not do is
act. Boys do; girls are—a highly
artificial and unsatisfactory di-
chotomy.

In a couniry where over 40
per cent of the women work, I
know of only one picture book

One little girl can make it in about working mothers, Eve

a group of boys,
Hood's Maid Marian on
through the centuries, but
better know her place.

from Robin Merriam’s “Mommies at Work."
down But it wasn’t in stock in any of
she’d the book stores ¥ visited. How-.

ever, while commendable—

Virginia Wooif pointed out there are Mommies who split

that throughout literature wo- atoms,
men were generally shown only shows, whe are dancers,

build bridges, direct TV
teach-

in relation to men, and this is ers, writers and doctors—it is
still true in the picture-book also highly apologetic. The end,
world. Friendship between boys “‘all Mommies loving the best
is much touted; friendship be- of all to be your very own

tween boys and pirls ‘is fre- Mommy and coming home to
quent; but friendship between you,” (my italics) gives it away.
girls gets less attention, though We don’t feel the need to say

surely this is a norm in life.
The frequent depiction- of

girl in a group of boys would

scem to represent wish fulfill-

ment for girls as well as boys.
A boy is considered unmanly
in a group of females, but x girl
who achieves acceptance in a
group of boys has evidently
raised herself, the exception
that proves the rule of general
female inferiority.

Since there are so few fe-
males in the picture-bock
world, one would think they'd
be very busy, but such is not
the case. What they do is highly
limited; more to the point is the
sheer unreality of what they do
not do. They do not drive cars.
Though children see their moth-
ers driving all the time, not a
single description or picture of
a woman driver could I find.
In the world today women are
executives, jockeys, stockbrok-
ers, taxidrivers, steelworkers,
in picture books these ar¢ non-
existent.

Little girls in picture books
tend to be passive, though
sometimes manipulative. They
walk, read, or dream. They sel-
dom ride bicycles; if they do, it
is seated behind a boy as in
Dr Senss’s “One Fich Two Fish.
ted Eibh, Baite risa” Whea -
came across a Tittle girl sailing

about Daddy that he loves his

one children more than his work.

Couldn’t Mommy matter-of-
factly like working and haby,
too, as P'm sure many do?

No boys and girls must get
the message—it’s all right te
work, but only if your work
js subordinated to your role as
mother. What does it matter
that that will last twenty years
and the rest of your life may
well be spent as supernumer-
ary, doing some kind of busy
work? Or semitrained and at
the bottom of the labor heap?
This is the kind of contradiction
that produces gullt and neu-
rotic conflicts in mothers, fa-
thers, and children, instead of
the simple sharing we could
achieve if men and women

were taught to expand their
roles.

A few other books, selected
rot entirely at randor, will
show some of the methods by
which children are indoctrinat-
ed at an early age with stereo-
types about male activity and
female passivity, male involve-
ment with things, women’s
with emotions, male dominance
and female subordination. “A
Tree 1s Nice” by Janice Udry,
iltust-ated by Marc Simont,
JUitiicaunt uolllg a walcit
devastating when  analyzed

high up in & tree balancing
while a girl is on the ground
watching. Successive pages
show a boy fishing, a boy roll
fng in leaves, and another hold-
ing a_rake, while a big ginl
leading & small boy walks by.
Then a double-page spread
with a huge tree in the center
pictures seven boys and three
girls. One of the latter is on
the ground, helping a little boy
up into the tree; the other two
are on low limbs close in {o
the main trunk. The boys are
shown adventuring, one hang-
ing from a rope, the other five
climbing way out or high up.
Other pictures show a boy
drawing in the sand, a boy in
a tree, and boys planting trees.
Note that there are 12 boys
pictured to eight girls.
Another seemingly innoceat
book is William Steig’s “CDB,”

a clever pun-puzzle book with

pictures captioned by dia-
logue in letters, This is a3 fun-
ny book but implicit attitudes
about girls and women are re-
vealed. There are twice as
many pictures of boys as girls
in the book, and the girls tend
to be passive or helpers. When
they dc anything, they do it
hadly or are discomfitted. A
boy is shown on skates; the
girl has fallen down. A girl
turns a somersault, but it
doesn’t agree with her, she is
dizzy. A girl dancing in a
field of flowers is an excep-
tion and, giddy from the un-
usual activity, she Is in ec-
stacy. There are angry fe-
males, severai of them, but no
angry males. Male work is re-
spected; a boy iells a2 man
writing at a desk, “If you're
busy, I'll run away.” Women~
are never shown in this con-
text; they are at everybody’s
service. A woman tells for-
tunes — the supernatural has
offered one of the few exciting
outlets = for women down
through the ages, and witches
and still making it, in and out
of the Women’s Liberation
Movement.

One of the worst offenders
in this brainwashing about
roles and cxpectations has,
perhaps, the most influence—
Richard Scarry. His “Best Word
Book Ever” is a big illustrated
dictionary with the Scarry
trademark, humanized animals,
demonstrating meanings and
activities. Scarry’s male-fe-
male divisions are scarifying:
many more males, naturally,
but they really do get to do
everything. Toys, for example,
are defined by showing 13
male animals playing with ex-
G RTU CVauadurl LUPY Ut
castle, scooter and rocking

e e L B s Jarc mel A g

& toy soldiers ana  ewpuie
trains. Two female sanimais
play with a tea set and & dotif
In the Scarry orchestra, ouvi of
28 sanimals playving instru-
ments, the two females were
assigned those drawing-roon:
clichés, the piano and the
bharp. The percentage in tke
New York Philharmonic is no
better, but at least there the
women play cello and bass
viol. Many pages had only
males as protagonists, but the
one page Wwhich showed only
women was . . . what else? “In
the Kitchen.” The most infu-
riating page was entitied
“Things We Do.” Males in
Scarry’s book world dig, build,
break, push, pull and do 135
other active things, including
eat. The only two things ike-
males do are waich and sit.
What kind of world wiil a
little girl educated on Scary
expect to grow into? It’s a mea-
ger, thankless, and unreve: .-
g prospect. No wonder bt
boys and girls identify with
the boy’s role iun life.
Particularly sad is the re-

‘alization that these books &v

perpetrated by women as Wil
as men—women authors, ill:=
trators and children’s Hook ¢o-
itors. There are very geod rea-
sons why womien 50 ofu>
“fawn like the spanic™ >
phrase is Mary Wousionecrail’s
—but isn't it about time we
stopped? It's true that tiil new
men have had all the jower,
and in a world steeped In ua-
triarchy, women intemaiize the
notion of female -infeticr.’
and transmit it to le o .
generation, perpetusticg ihe
cycle. But awareness I8 uUfu
us, The task of brirging wun-
en up to full human status is
not going to be easy To start
here, however, at the earliest
years, should bring resuils.
Protests about the retro-
grade situation have already
risen in the Women’s Libera-
tion Movement, including an
article in the first fssue of
Women: A Journat of Libera-
tion. Women antive ths
movement are Wwriting new
children’s books. A confevence
is planned to educate chii-
dren’s book editors. Several
groups have protested prirmeory
school -textbooks and '‘Sesame
Street” to some effeci. The
quarterly Aphra  dedicals
part of each issue to feminisl
criticismm of various aspects o
cur culture, with articles =
child-care books and children's
television in prospect. as the
movement grows, so will the
protests. Editors and authors
yV IDIJIN PP GOHIPICSSU
now, head on, than be forced

snlih 40 I Mirmammaad' Iatas. A8
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PARENTI ANONYMOUS

Parents Anenymous is =&
self-help greup of perents who

offer immediste relief to other

parents who feel they sre
abusing er neglecting their

children, We effer a2 telephene

service (heart line) te the
troubled parents. Threugh
this they can release their
frustrations, anger and
tempers cver the telsphone
rather than on their children.

Our basic cencept is that
parents helping each ether
te¢ help themselves can use
the continuous cemmunicatien
through the tslephone and
the meetings to try te change
our habits en & day to day
basis.

Parents Anenymous is a
non-prefit greup, completely
sutenomeus and all services
are free,

"IN THIS COUNTRY WHERE THERE ARE
SEVERAL STRONG, WELL-ORGANIZED
ANTTABORTION LOBBIES FCR THE PRO-
TECTION OF UNBORN FETUSES, WHY ISN'T

THERE EVEN ONE CITIZEN LOBBY CONCERNED

ABOUT PROTECTING LIVING HUMAN BEINGS

THAT SUFFER IN SILENCE AND QUITE

CFTEN ARE SLOWLY TORTURED UNTIL

THEY FINALLY DIE?" Doris Anderson
kditor Chatelaine

Our basic rulea ef
privacy and confidentiality
are strictly fellewed.

In Parents Anenymeus we
owe our allegiance selsy to
ourselves, te sur children
and to the effectiveness of
our service. Hepefully, our
efforts will be beneficial te
ourselves and our children.

Our primary ebjective {is
the rehsbilitetien of damaged
relatienships between parents
snd children. This will be
done by instilling within the
parents the strength and zelf-
confidence te re-chanesl our
destructive attitudes and
actiens inte censtructive enes
by changing eur habits on a
day te day basis.

Parenta are welcome tea
attend clesed meetings every
Mondey at 8:00 PM, If you are
interested call 683-1220 aftar
€:00PM, Mcnday te Fridsy.

.Q‘an siianﬁim |
noi strike; s
husband told

KINGHORN; Scotland (Reu-
ter) — Alexander Rattlay was
fined $11.50 for hitting his
wife’s face—but he could have
smacked her bottom with im-
punity, a- magistrate here
‘said,

Magistrale George MacKay
told Rattlay, 26, “it is & well-
known fact that you can
strike your wife’s botiom if
you wish, but you must not
strike her on the face.”

““I  believe thai reasonable
chastisement should be t{he
vty . o ey Prvhend o N
wife misbehaves,” he. said.

BUT I LOVE HIM

But I love him

Her beaten face against his chest

But I love him
Her pain chille the air
Don't take the baby please
Ploase
Please
but I love him
It's your fault, you wouldn't
listen - - -~ you asked for it
you deserve this punishment
of being my wife - - -
mother
woman, our sister
but I lowve him
Come I say, I want
to hslp
rleass
pleasse
pleass
but I love him!

1 hops they come and get their

kid soon
I don't want to get involved

1 e v . YA HETIRAL BIRSR
e Vel Efion AGest. LN 15
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REPORT: N.W.0. Internaticnsl
Women's Year Co-ordinating Council-
March 22nd, 1975

If you are not already aware, N.W.O.
has a council te co-ordinate projects
for I.W.Y. in Northwestern Cntarioc.
This ceuncil evolved cut of the
seminar held in Thunder Bay in Nov.
1974. On the following page is a
map which represents the communities
that the council is attempting to
involve. Presently the ma jority of
communities are represented on the
council and constant attempts are
being made to involve all of N.W.0.

The Council meets on a monthly basis
hsre in Thunder Bay on s Saturday
frem 10;00 - 5:00 at Confederatien
Cellege. The purpcses of these meet-
ings ia to draw together the comm-
unities in N.W.0. in en effort to

a) identify srea concerns and nesds

b) actiens necessary to mest such needs

c) the role that the council can
Play in meeting such needs

The major project now underway is

the I.W.Y. Travelling Caravan. Thia
Preject's starting date is May lat
and will coentinue until mid-
September on a $10,000C.00 budget.

The $10,000.00 was 2 grant received
from the Secretary of State, Women's
programs~I1.wW.Y. Provineial Funding.
This travelling caraven will carry
informction on:

Health care, Legal concerns of women
and children, Women in the woprk force,
Sex-role stereotyping, Education ....
end much, much more.

Watch For Us,...
We will be visiting you.

For further information please contact
the I.W.Y. Council st P.O. BOX 31k,
THUNDER BAY F, Ontario.

communitiss.

4 second project now unagei

is the Crisis Housing fo¥ smen
and children. Tentative her os
{2) are being investigat N
City Council has been mogh _ -
responsive. Hopefully the ' ywo
houses (in co-cperation with
the Ministry of Community and
Social Services) will be under-
way before long.

For more information writs to
Mary Tomlinson C/0 I.W.Y.
Council, _— -

A third project now underway

is the History of Pionesr Women
of N.W.0. A committee has

been formed and is headed by
Mickey Murrsy who also can be
contacted c/o I.W.Y. Council.
GET INVOLVED.

A fourth project underway is the
complling of an "Infermation
Booklet" listing all women's
groups in N.W.0. and the
functions and services that they
previde within their respective
If you are
invelvaed in a Women's Group and
wish to be invelved in this
projsct please contact the I .W.Y.
Council.

The next meeting to take place is
on April 26th. If you have any
izsues or concerns that you feel
should be brought up at this
meeting please write to us

ahead of time,

The purpese of the N.W.0.
Internatienal Women's Year Co-
ordinating Council is to be a
voice of women and wemen's
cencerns. We offer our suppert
and would like to encourags
your participatien.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR is
for ALL people,
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LEGISLATION TO MAKE IT HAPPEN

The Women's Teachers Federation
held a Women in Politiecs conference
Avril 23 at the Royal Edward Hotel.

Kay Sigur jonsson addressed over 200
women, snd the one man in attendance.

She seaid it matters not if women
are making progress in the media,
manasgement or any other traditionally
male occupations. The advances are
insignificant if the final outcome or
policies are determined by men.
Nationally, politics affect every cause
that women are fighting for.

Ms. Sigurjonsson has been approach-
ed by three of the sxisting parties to
run for office, but very frankly, the

"woys ¢lub” atmosphere of the House is
not for her. Hopefully, other women

who can tolerate the boredom, bickering
and pettyness of the memberd, will not
let this dster them from becoming
involved. We need mcre women in the
House who will support women's issues
and who have a good grasp of the overall
needs of the Nation.

Women who do not wish to run for
office can still take political action
sald Ms. Sigurjonsson. Women have
political clout that is not being used:
petitions and letters are tools for
lobbying and for applying presasure to
government.

After the zpeech, the particlipants
assembled in smeller groups for discussion,
Women were urged not to let this esvening
be the end of their interest in politics.

A Women in ‘Politics questionnaire
was distributed by the Northwestern
Ontario I1.W.Y. Co—ordinating Council,
being one of their priorities. The
questionnaire is designed to assist the

Federation to plan another programme as
gsoon as pogsible; hopefully before the
next election.

GET INVOLVED, write the Council,
Box 314, T.B.F., or phone 622-3989,

this

CONGRATULATIONS Ruth Coock on winning the
handcrafted afghan we raffled recently.
The rest of you make arrangements to buy
tickets on the next ons; we'll draw for
1t June 12 at the Policy Meeting.

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S
YEAR

ne following is a letter which
wag sent to women throughout the
region:

On March lst and 2nd
approximately 70 representatives
from various Women's Centres from
across Canada met in Thunder Bay
for a two day conference. We are
sending along a report of this
confsrence compiled by Kitchener/
Waterloo Women's Place,

The importance of developing
strong regional communication as a
'first step' to a country-wide
comrminications network was realize:
and so we are contacting you in th
hope that you will bYe willing to
take on the respensibility of
contact person for women in your
community who are now organized or
who may some day organize around
concerns of women, If you cannot
be our ‘contact person', piesase le*
us know and/or refer us tc another
WOMmAN .

Wa will attempt to share wit
you information about our activiti.
(our newsletter is one sourcae), as
well as whatever information that
we receive via the natisnwide
communications network dubbed
Network Nellie (after Nellis McCluw
set. up et the Women's Centres
conference,

Hopefully, you will devote
some ¢f your energy in keeping us
informed of events, sattitudes and
ceoncerns of women in your communit
Who knows, someday soon we might a
get together in the district for o
own regional conference. Anyone
went to plan this?

Happy Internationsl Women's
YQ&P&

In strength and
sisterheod,

Estella Friedlandesr
Nerthern Women's Centre
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TELEVIS&ON MAKES ATTORNEY-
GENERAL 3ICK--US TGO

In a Chronicle-Journal article
recently, Attorney-General, John
Clement, was quoted as saying, "I
watch less television these days
because I'm frankly sickened by what
I see”. He was referring to the
violence to which we are all subject-
ed. Even shows whose format was
cence fairly bland have been revised
to cater to the ever-escalating
demand for murder and destruction--—
shows like Adam 12 and Kung Fu for
instance. Unfortunately, the
viewing audience includes very
young and impressionsble children.
John Clement stated, "There are
more murders in a few hours of prime
time television than there are in
Toronto in a year." Further, he
estimated that the average 15~year
0ld has seen more than 13,000 killings
on television. How does this affect
our children?

Researchers have shown that
children are affected by filmed sgg-—
ression. When the situation permits,
they often model specific aspects of
the behaviour they watched. For
instance, children who watched films
of an adult who kicked and jumped on
a life-size, inflatable doll, very
often imitated the specific actions
when given the actual doll. There
were similar effects even when the
films featured cartoon characters;
the effects were more dramatic if
the filmed aggressors were male, and
if they were rewarded for their
behaviour, or if they were not
punished.

On television, the aggressors
are most often male, and very often
they are supposedly the "good guys"
who reap considerable rewards.

cont'd

WHEN I WAS A CHILD I PLAYED WITH THE

BOYS

when I was a child

I played with the boys

and (because I was only a girl)
they made me

| be

the Indians

| my neme was Fox Women
§ and they munted me

like doge

l my name was

White Bird
and I flew to escape them

By name was Last Star
the last of my people

¢ my name was Sunset

for they caught me
and burned me

my neme was Won't Talk
for I never
betrayed us

time after time

the boys ashot me down
end I came bhack

Red ¥{tch

wild and chanting
came back

Ghost Dancs

i came back

Bad Dream

§ came back

Cen't Porget

| and Crazy-With-Grief

I know where they went

those boys with their guna
they're gtill hunting Indians
look

§ you can see, their names are

Spills Blood

i and Kills-Without-Mercy

from Ms Mesguzine by Mary Mackey
1975
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And what about the victims of
all this aggression?

televiaion,
how women ar@ 3¢ often gss&u¢u§é and
brutalized. Our children not \learn

that aggression is statistically normal,

but also that the racipilsnts of this
aggression are too often femals, (If
you doubt this, Just count the number

of times women are hit or thrcwn about

on your television screen.)
The values of our soclety are

lsarned by children not only through

parental guldance and sxample.

and our values., Whsat ave the valuss
our children ses on television?

often respected and rewarded.
It all helps to perpetuate the
"macho"
further down the

ﬁlth@l@h it seems
ag though every group is victimized on
we are very concerned aboutb

The media
also presents a plcture of our culture

They see
that brutal and asssultive behaviour is

image of males, and it pushes us
road of dehumanization.

o~

CHILOREN IN_MBRRIAGE

Wnen one suggests that children can
be raised outside of marriage, the aud-
isnce looks horrified, &s if such une
married parents would be inflicting pain
delidarately on their children. Indsed,
the notion that children should be raised
within the nuoclear family siruciure is mo
reinforced thet one wonders if childrsn
raieed In & group femily before the inetii-
ution of monogamous marrviasge came into he-
ing felt vaguely uwncemfortable; or if twe
pecple have children within marrisge for
the rhesr gratification of knowing they'rs
"doing the right thing."

That wondering must be done either
facetiously &r naively, for the nuclesr
family provides an unhealthy atmosphere in
which to rainse children, Undoubtable thers
are unpleasent alternatives, but to suggest
that marriage providee the best environ-
ment iz the result of narvow thinxinga Fogg-
ibilities for non-restricting, joyous and
creative child-rearing exiet, b&g for the
most part, outside of marriage as 1% is
atxuctureﬁ today.

Wny must ths raiaing of 2 child be
limited to two people, and within that rel-
ationship, narrowed almest exclusively to the
biological motner? Nebulous questions are
raised about the child's need for "secuvrity”.
However it has frequsnily been pointed out
by the most conservative of "experts” tnat
children in 2 family are much better off 4
their father participates in active, pos-
itive ways in the children's lives., This
suggeste that another person cen benefit the
child's growth immensely. Wny can the shild
not have the benefit of inter-resction with
several adulis, and non-biclogical brothers
and sisters? Why should this create fedl-
ings of insecurity, when beforas the devele
vpment of increased mobility and swburban
spravl with ite "little boxes” made Tor the
ruelear family unit, the "extended" family
produced unneurotic children, probably more
happy than those of teday.

If a shild had ether adulis besided its
parents to turn to when troubled; if it had
other people it could relate %o maturely and
responeibly; if it had playmatez when it
nesdel them, vet privacy if sc desired, there
would be no "gensratien gap"--the irreson-
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#iiable alienation of the child fvom

parents. The generation gep is enly

the direct result of children raised

within the uncommunicative simoaphere
of the nuclear family.

Let us examine the relationahip of
the ehild to the perent in a nuclear
family. A child is with ite mother and
enly ite mother for most of ite waking
hours., When its father comes heme from
work, he is too tired to appraciate
hiz child, and its wothar is tired of
ita company;,crying and constantly ful-
£iiling its needs, so it is put to bed,
its crying lsnored as much ag possible,

"(4 married woman's) child is too

mich eared for, too diligently

regarded during the dey and, when

her husbsnd returns from work,

soon banishsd from the adult

world to his bed, sc that Daddy

can relax, The QOedipal situaiion

which is alweys dupliceted in

marrizge is now intensified o

a degree vhich Freud would have

found appalling. PFather is very

really a rival and & siranger.
During the day the child may be

# - y RE ¢+t @d - o A

BN T T pELLEGS 3.7

The seeds of sex tole playing and male chauvinism
stait early and are planted in subtle ways. Parents
may do this without even realising they are
contributing to the perpetuation of this bullshit. The
child "will want to repeat those actions you
acknowledge with your approval, spoken or
otherwise, and will try to repress those reactions for
which you show disapproval or which you ignore. if
yau only express pride in your son being big, tough,
loud and aggressive, and refuse to acknowledge thai
he is also, like all small children, sensitive and gets his
feelings hurt casily, you will make him ashamedof his
sensitivity and react to hurt feelings by becoming
super-obnoxions and bullying. Or he may start to
withdraw. . Littie boys should be exposed to dolls,
pretty objects and atiractive clothes, just as little girls
should be exposed to toy cars, mechanical toys, and
‘blue jeans. '

Pedestal
&

?‘a%:amqrg 19471

~»4CH T LDREN

is certain is that there has been
+o2 much sttention from one person
who ia entirsly at his disposal.
The intimacy belween mother and
child is not susiaining and healthy.
The child learne to expleit his
mother's sccesaibllity, badgering
ner with question and demands which
are not of any raal consequence to
him..blackmailing har into buying
gweets and carrying him, Depand-
smce does not mean loval® 10
1f wemen weren't condiiioned to
think that the problems of "posti-
partum blues®, "housewifa syndrome",
and reseniment towards her children and
mebend wers thaeir own: fanlt inetead of
the "situationa® the "situatien" would
change, and moiherhoed could ailow true
fulfiliment. A woman is s human being
before she is female, and thus her need
for growth, intellectual stimulation
gnd ths company of adults dsssn't cease
with the event of pregnancy.
Georgine Garrett

#

LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE

3 pvisr!

fif a child lives with criticism
a/he learns to condemn,

I¢ a child lives with hostility
s/he learns to fight,

If & child lives with ridicule
z/he learns to be =hy,

If & child lives with shame
{s/he learns to feel guilty,

7f 8 child lives wlith tolersance
s /ne learns to he patient,

Tf a ehild lives with encouragement
Is /he learns confidence,

Tf a child 1lives with praise
s/he learns to appreciate,

If a child 1livss with fairness
s/ha learns justice,

If & child lives with ascurilty

2 /he learns to have falth,

If a child lives with approval
s /he learns te like her/himsslf,
If a child lives with scceptancs
and friendship

s/hie learns te find love in the
world,

Page 11, New Bresd, Dec.'7y, Jan e
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! ﬁk\ E There was a young woman who swallowed a lie,
L% We all know why she swallowed that lie,

(‘ ,}{;fé;! Perhaps shefll die,

There wes a young woman who swallowed a rule,
live to ssrve others, she learned iv in school,
She swallowed the rule to hold up the lie.,..perhaps she'll die.

There was a young woman who swallowed some fluff,
Lipstick & candy & powsr % puff,

She swallowed the fluff to swesten the rule,

She swallowed the rule to hold up the lie,

We all know why she swallowed that lie......
Perhaps she'll die.

There was a young woman who swallowsd

a lins,

"I like 'ewm dumb, baby, you suit me fine,*
She swallowed the line to tie to the fluff.
She swallowed the fluff to sweeten the rule,
She swallowed the rule to hold 100y iTia 3 i TSRS
Perhaps she'll die.

There was a young woman who swallowed a pill.
Might have said no but she hadn't the will,

She swallowed the pill to go with the 1iine,

She swallowed the line to tie up the fluff,

She swallowed the fluff to sweeten the rule.
She swallowed the rule to hold up the 116..cees
Perhaps she'll die,

There was & young woman who swallowed a ring.
Looked like a princess & felt like a thing.

She swallowed the ring to make up for the pill.
eevsesss BEC osscaeese Perhaps she'll die,
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She ran to her sister,

it wasn't too late.

to be liberated -- regurgitate.
She thr up the Spock,

She threw up the ring, looked like
& princess & felt like & thing,

She threw up the pill,
and she threw up the 1ine.

'T like 'em dumb baby, you suit me finel,

She threw up the fluff & she threw up the rule. }
'Live to serve others,' she learned it in school,

And at last she thrsw up the 11
We 2ll know why she threw up that lie..cccce

She wlll not die“

There was a young woman who swallowed
some Spocke.
'Stay at home, mother, take care of
the flock!
She swallowed the Spock
to go with the I'ing $osasse OLC susisboe

One day this young woman woke up & 8&aid
I've swallowed =0 much

That I wish I were desd.

I swallowed the SpocKessesee B8LC cevessnse
Perhaps 1'1l1l die.

€,
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he prevailing attitude regarding
motherhood is designed to keep women
at hiome, and off the -labour market-—-
except in times of war and national
emergency. When we are no longer
neaded, we're sent packing back to
our kitchens. Dr. Bowlby (remembor
him?) believed women are responsiblo
for providing their children with
constant attention day and night, 7
days a week, and 365 days in the
year. TIf the child must be hospital-
ized, maybe the muther should go too!
Thus the psychology profession has
worked to keeuw women tied to the home
and their children.

Instead of looking at just the mother-—
child relationship, we should bve
locking at all the things which help
children to grow. We should look at
things l1like paternal deprivation (one
study showed that paternal deprivation
occurrsd 5 times more often among an
“ntaric reform scheol population than
did maternal deprivation); also the
need for adult modols of either sex;
congistency in child care; the ind-
ividual differencos and needs with
#iich sach of us is born, and how we
can best meet those needs: the kind of
handling and the amount 5f handling
and stimulation each child needs.

The emphasis should be on how we can
best raise children—-what kinds of
things are important and necessary.
The emphasis should not be on the
mother-child relationship alono,

Women are beginning to question
whether or not motherhood must mean a
never—ending round of diapers,

dinnews and dishes. A lot of us
believe many of thess joe-~jobs can be
soclalized (taken off cur hands), The
question is, "how many" and "how can
we do it", ' For instance, we might
have government—run cafeterias,
laundries and child care centrss., Tho
cost would be minimal and the service
axcellent.

In China, where the children are
the responsibility »f the Collective
they are taught among other values
to care for each other. The focus
is on co--operation. What is
important is that the goals of
child care are made very clear to
everycne involved. What are the
goals in our system? In our child-
ren, we stress an out—dated concept
of masculinity and feminity which
incorporates to varying degrees,
aggressivoness, competition and
emoticnality. If we all work
together, maybe we can come up with
something which gives Canada's
children a truly equal chance to
grow and learn.

Our present system of day care is
haphazard and over-burdened. How
can we, as women, feel really free
to choose a career, vhen it must be
at the expense of our children?
When will the alternative be worth
having?

I believe it is possible once we
have excellent day carc available

to everyone. For this to happen,

we must exert pressure on the people
in power to divert money and energy
to this area.

Come to Women's Centre and help us
write a brief to government. Call
up the Social Planning Council-——
they have put together a survey
which is supposed to identify the
needs of our community with rogard
to day oure. Write to your local
MP and tell him if you're dissatisg-
fied with existing facilities.
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Women's Right to Choose

In conjunction with @ CroSs =
Canada Day of Protest, a workshop
and demonstration took place, here,
in Thunder Bay, on Saturday, April
1l2th. The message of these events
was Abortion Law Repeal and the
release of Dr. Morgentaler.

Centering on the issue of
morality, Jacqul Beauregard
considered such questions as: Is
abortion murder? Wiil it lead to
euthanasia or loss of respect for
life? and Will it become another
method of Birth Control? The
concensus reached by the 30 ~40
people in attendance was that
morality is a personal ¢ ncern
and that legislation Iy
irdividual morality is insulting,
unjust and unnecessary.

The effective snalogy of a
fetus to a VYlueprin®, used by
Jacqui, pointed out the argument
for early abortion. The longer
the delay in termination of
pregnancy the more developed is
the blueprint for life.

Quality of life or humanity
was also considered. The decision
to abort an unwanted pregnancy

shows more respect for life than the

alternative of an unwanted,
unplanned pregnancy which brings
pain, both emotional and physical
to the woman involved as well as
an unwanted child.

As well as chairing the

workshop, Valerie Packota discussed

the legalities of ab=riticz-—- the
ineffectiveness of peesent

legislation because of inconsistent
application and vague interpretation

of the definition of "heaith".

The argument which suggests
that a woman would use abortion
as a method of birth control

implies that women awe irresponsible

and need legislation to control
them lest they run otit and have

ot

numerous abertions as nregnancy
cccurs. We feel that there are
very few women who really like

the idea of abort>on, hut the

need to be allowed the last resort
%1ternative of abortion makes tne
right to choose" approach nec-
essary.

Also on the agenda at Saturday's
workshop was a discussion of the
Dr. Morgentaler case. Quebec
Court of Appeals overturred a
Montreal jury verdict acquitting
Dr. Morgentaler. An appeal by
Dr. Morgentaler to the Supreme
Court of Canada resulted in his
being sentenced to 18 months in
Bordeaux Prison. Dr. Morgentaler
is a reformist, in 'favor of
repeal of abortion law. Acting
en his persconal conscience, Jr.
Morgentaler performed abortions
on his patients, acting in
accord with their needs and in
their best medical interests.

Otto Lang has chosen to ignore
cress Canada protest to repeal
abortion laws and release Dr.
Morgentaler. Dr. Morgentaler
has been awarded the American
Humanist of the Year Award, and
Women's Groups all over the
States are boycotting Canadian
goods and vacations until Dr.
Morgentaler is released.

The demonstration which followed
the workshop marched through
downtown Thunder Bay South to
Gity Hall. Placards included
such phrases as, "My Uterus,

My Decision", "Repeal Section
251" and "fi%ht, fight, abortion
is our right". Public interest
was generally favourable, with
some onlookers joining the pro-
test group in dispensing info-
rmation handouts.
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Women's Right to Chooss {cont'd)

Demonstrators moved do downtown Thunder Bay Korth to continue the
protest. '

April 12th was considered a National Day of Mourning for Dr. Henry
Morgentaler, for sll women who suffered snd died at the hands of
butcher abortionists, and for the death of the Canadian Bill of Rights.

N

e DR s
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FREE TC BE...YOU AND ME

1972 Bell Records, available on loan from
THE NORTHERK WOMEN'®S CENTRE

This joyous album of songs and stories
for children and cther people gives the
movement toward true equality between the
sexes a gentle push in the direction of the
future.

The concepis of Free To Be..are the
~egsence of peoplee liberation.

WILLIAM'S DOLL, IT'S ALRIGHT TO CRY,
PARENTS ARE PEOPLE, ATLANTA, to name a few
of the pieces, help us to recognize that
the new male and female image will emerge
in coming generations if children can be
freed from the sterectypes of the past that
have been taken seriously for centuries.

The new father burps his baby, and the
new mother has other interests besides her
young child, but parents as a team remain
solidly basic.

Frankly..both hate housecleaning, but.
women may now say so, and doing the chores
together is recommended.

FREE TO BE..YQOU AND ME is a couragecus
first attempt at bresking new ground in
aTreas of concern to children and adults
alike, It starts from a base line of re-
spect for the right of all human beings to
be themselves without too much concern for
what boye do as boys, or girls as girls,
By raiesing doubts about traditional rest-
rictive models for men and women alike, the
record opens up for ¢hildren the happy vista
that all individuals, male or female, are
people above all,

D0 ¢

Children’s Books Available from the
NORTHERR WOQHEN'S S CENTRE LIERARY

The Sheep Book by Carmen Good Year.
The story of a farmer and her sheep,

Joshua'e Day by Sandra Lucas Surowiecki.
Joshus learns to cope with anger at hia
day cars gentre,

Exactly Like Me by Lynn Phillips. 4
lively story about an independent girl
who iea proud of what she is.

Did You Ever. A rhyme which invites
¢hildren to try out a variety of activi-
ties®

Hartin's FPather
A young boy and his father engage in play
and housechold sotivities togeiher.

Jo, Flo, & ¥olanda. The story of triplets
who reveal their individuality.

Carlotte and the Scientiet. A penguin
scidetracks to adventure on her way to
gather fieh for her hushand and baby.

Gromn-Ups Cry Too. For all sges.

Nothing But a Dog by Bobbi Xats.

Boys and Girle, Girls and Boys by Eve

‘Mirriam,

The Double Mirror, The Mushrooming House
and 1'm a Child of the City by Esther
Sokolov Pina,

Inaloosiek end the Grizzly Bear. (from
the 0.I.S.E, Women's Kit)

Mandy end the Flying Map by Beveriey Allinaen

Fresh Fish and Chips by Jan Andrews

If you would like your own copy of -any of
these booke, inquire at the Women's Centre,
We have the ordexring addresses and res-
peciive prices. Most are under $2.00
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DAY CARE

Is there a need for more day
care in Thunder Bay? The Lakehsad
Sccial Planning Council conducted
& survey during July and August
of 1974 and concluded 'YES', more
child care services are greatly
needed. Many respondents
expressed great concern over the
inadequate, unsatisfactory
arrangements they found necessary
to make, due to a lack of quality
day care.

Based on the results of the
survey, the L.S.P.C. presented s
number of recommendetions to the
City, community agencies angd
school boards, urging them to work
either directly or to—-operatively
in order to:

1) expand wmunicipal day nursery
facilities. ‘

2) provide infant care, and

investigate the possibility

of aszsociating a centre with

Senior Citizens fecilitles.

allocate spsce in all new

apartment and housing

developments for child csere.

operate one day care centre

2L heours per day, 7 days per

weel.

5) provide before and after school
and lunch hour pregrams.

6) provide emergency service.

7) provide subsidies for home~

_ makers-gervice,

8) hire a Child Care Co-erdinator,

te maintain a referance for all

available:ehild.care services.

advertise existing services.

provide a ssrvice for students

and staff of Confederation

College and Lakehesd Universitcy.

provide child care programs in

places of empleyment,

3!

L)

9)
10)

11)

Response by the City has been
quite favorable and plans for '76
include: :

2 additional municipal day
care centres,

& day care centre associated
with Grandview Lodge, Home
for the Aged,

1l additional Privaete Home
Dey Care Supervisor,

a2 child care co-ordinator,

2 after-school programs, rn
by Parks and Recrestion.

The Thunder Bay Chamber of
Commerce has formsd & Chiid

Dey Care Committee to investipate
employer responsibility in child
cere as well as allocation of
spaece in new housing and apartment
developments for child care.

Both Boards of Educetion will
be distributing a questionnaire
via the students, to obtain
specific data on the need for
lunch hour and after school
programs,

A Handbock of Available
Services for Children is
presently being compiled, and
should be available by the end
of Juns,

For further information,
contact Kate Sikerbol at the
Lakehead Social Plenning Council,
995 Memorial Avenus, 34L~1841.

The Feminist News Service has
announced its existence and will
attempt to present women's news
witheut the traditional biases of
other media groups. Ten regional
representatives will contribut
materinl via the Waterloo head-
quarters.
is currently seeking donations.
Anyone interested in learning sbout

This bilingual news agency

the service, or wanting to subgeribe, |

Leongact Women's Centre,
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Norihern Wemen's Centre
P.0. Box 314
Thunder Bay, Ont,
¥arch 21, 1975

Prime ¥Minisister Trudeau:

All Hewmbers of Parliament:

@ believe that a realistic appromeh shemld be taken towsrds one half the popul-
etion of Canada, We have hsard that nothing ehould hold back women from achieving their
full potential., We are now wondering whether government statements regavrding women are
really concernsd with the issues oz wheihsr they are solely propaganda distributed scross
Canada because it is Internaticnal Women's Year, It ie time for action, not words,

{ romen are to take a meaningful place in Canada ther all agpecte of women musi be
coneidered. Women are only as strong as their youngeat child. Lack of day care cannot
help but limit the opiicna epen to women., Ope cannct think about choices opsn 1o women
without comsidering their children.

We strongly advocate incressing tax deductadle chilg care coat from §500 per ehild
e a minimum of $1,200 per child. $1,200 is the very minimum that a family might spend
in caring for one child when both persnts are not at home,

Pathers, in exceptionsl cames, may claim the child care deduction. We believe howe
ever, that if this deduction is net cpsn to sll fathers, az well az the mother, it is a
form of aexual discrimination which conirevsnes the Canedian Bill of Righta., Since
¢ither parent iz sllowed to pay incoms tax on government child allowarnces then tax dede
ugteble child care costs should zlso be shle to be claimed by eithsr pareni, when both
form s funeticning family umit,

At preseni, only o working parent may claim theze deductsble expenses, ihe parent
¥ho ie & sindent should not be penalized. 3y disallowing this privilege to student.
parenis, the pattern of low paying lobs may be re-enicrcad, as wany parvents would not
ba able to pay both nigh tniticn fees and child care coats, Such action on the govern-
ments pari{ may be sonsidered io be irresponsible ss wziusble ninds are not sble to re-
ceive necessary training in order for them to make the besi possible contribution to
their community. In thia way, the government by their 19th ceniury prastices, are son-
tributing to the "Brain Drain.”

The womsn whe stays home to rasr her children is deing 2 valuable job to her country.
She is raleing young citizens who will eventuvally iniermct within their community. She
tike had the difficult task of irenefomming gelf-gratifying infants into soclielly res-
ponsible adulis. In spite of her arduouz and formidable task, she receives very littls
compensation or encsouragement from her society. We strongly advocate that such mothers
who remain home with their children should receive ail Cansda Pension Plar and Unemploy-
ment Insurance contribuitions from the beginning of the last trimestsr of pregnancy (or
when she leaves work) until her child ls o least 2 years of age {or until she returne
to the work force.)

Unly by such meseures will all Canadien citizens maintein 2 sense of pride in them-
zelves as humen beings, 2nd as Canadians. }

The force of the woman's vote can topple unresponaible end uncaring govermments or
can sirengthen encouraging governments. The power of our vots potential has been too
long ignored. W¥s are nc longer prspared o allow members of parliament with unrealistic
views of women to rule Canada with 19%¢h century attitudes. It is time to write 20th
aentury social laws and convention on the siatute booksn,

' Jenny Beck

{(This petition is presently in clirculation, Please collect as many signaturee as
possible, on the reverss side, and return to ihe Norihern ¥emen'z Csntre,)
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WE, THE URDERSICNED, PETTTION POR THE FOLLOWING;

i, THAT TAX DEUGCTABLE CHILD CARE COST2 SHOULD RE INCREASED FROM §500. PER YRAR
P88 CHILD TU A MINUNUM OF 31,200. A YEAR PEM CHILDy

2. THAT THIS TAX BXEMPTYON SHOULD RBE ALLOWABLE 70 EITHER FATHER OR MOTHER:

Js THAT THIS EXEMPYION SHOULD BE ABLE 70 BE CLATMED BY PARENTS #HO ARE STUDENTS
A5 VWELL AS SALARIED PAREATS;

4. THAT SUCE MOTHERS WHO REMATH HOME WITH T™HEIR CHILDREN SHOULD RECEIVE ALL
CANADA PENSION PLAY AND UNEMPLOYMENT THSURANCE CONTRIBUTICNS.

L%

HAME ADIRESS
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Kids Freak On Food Additives

_Boft drinks and hamburgers, the
delight of millions of American children
may have hidden side-effects. Dr. Ben

Feingold, a San Francisco allergy apecial- .

ist, has discovered that many stand-bys
of the American diet may actually be
causing hyperactivity in c¢hildren.

By eliminating the chemical preserva-
tives and coloring commonly found in pro-
cessed foods, Feingold has learned that
he can often cure some kinds of hyperac-
tivity--a nervous condition which makes
it difficult to concentrate. '

Hyperkinesia--or hyperactivity-- is
no small problem, 4 California study
which estimates that in the past 10 to
12 years the incidence of hyperactivity
and learning difficulties rose from 2%

to an average of 20-25% and in some
cases, 40% of the entire school popul-
ation.

The research linking food additives
to behavior is still not conclusive, but
Feingold's work is already attracting
attention from educaters and psycholo-
gistis throughout the country. Many be-
lieve that at least some hyperactive be-
havior is the resul+ of allergic reac-
tiona to the additives.

If initial studies prove correct, a
synthetice free diet may, for many chil-
dren, become an alternative to present
methods of drug treatment. As many as
80% of the several million children now
given drugs like Ritalin (a behavior
modifier), amphetamines (commonly known
as "speed"), or iranquilizers to control
their behavior may be able to stop simply
by restiricting their diets to natural
foods,

Feingold points out that drug treat-
ment is not a cure for hyperactivity,
tut only serves to mask the problem.

And yei, he conservatively estimates that
nationally at least two million of the
approximately five million children
labelled hyperactive are given drugs,

but »eceive no other kind of therapy or
treatment. One school official in Yolo
County, Calif., says that nearly 16% of

the children in his school are being given
behavior modifying drugs.

In the past five or six years, he says
he has treated approximately one hundred
hyperactive cases, Many of these children
often characterized in early infancy as
"erib rockers" and deacribed later as
"frenetic" or exhibiting compulsive be~
havior like beating their heads against
walls--had already been put on drugs.

Ritalin or amphetamines make adults
more active. But they slow hyperactive
children down. The scientific explanation
of this phenomeonon is still conjectural.

In about 80% of the cases in which the
children had already bheen put on drugs,
Féingold found out that once the children
had been put on a diet which cut out
artifical food colorings and flavorings,
it was possible to completely discontinue
the drugs without adverse behavioral re-
actions. On the same diet, about 50-60%
of the hyperactive children not already
on drugs returned to normal,

Why are food additives so all perva-
sive in our food? Simple. The more
additives, "the higher the potential profit-
margin," writes Food Engineering, a lead-
ing trade journal,

The nation's top food, drug and chemi-
cal c¢orporations have developed synthetic
additives into over a $500 million a year
business, churning out close to a billion
pounds of them in 1970. Additives cut
manufacturing costs. Cakes that once
needed eggs and buttier need only tiny
amounts of synthetic flavoring and color-
ing and emulsifier. Fruit juices no
longer need fruit. And often the price of
those "convenience foods"™ is more, even
though the cost of producing them is less.

An average child's breakfast iz
loaded with non+essential flavore and colors
added to entice the child. Then the
conacientious and concerned parent gives
the child vitamins, usually chewable, which
are also loaded with additives.

Feingold notes that over the last 10
years, the increase in the profitability
of producing flavors and soft drinks pa-
rallels the increased incidence of hyper-
activity and learning difficulties among
school childrens,
her-self Nov., 1974
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Scandale at The Dumpling Shop

At the behest of several irate
American mothers, we recently paid a
vigit to one of New York's largest
toy stores, The Dumpling Shop, to in-
sprect their new line of baby-dolls this
being the source and object of the petit-
ion,

"It is8 gquite unspeakable," wrote Mrs.
Leyton-Reims of Westchester, "My clubdb is
taking action. May we count on you?"

It is, of course, a bit off the
track for a freethought magazine like
our Realist to become involved in con-
troversy of this sort. Still, what's ihe
use of it all if you can't take a stand
occasionally, .at least on matters of
culiural importance. After all, these
are serious times--East and West locked
in dynamic struggle, our own cultuve
faltering, indeed at times floundering,
in a sea of cynicism and failing beliefs,
youth degperately seeking values--go that
it was with a heavy heart that we came
away from The Dumpling Shep, after having
seen the item in question, namely; the
so-called Little Cathy Curse Doll-=-
Complete with Teeny Tampons.

This "doll", we were blandly assured
by ihe management, is merely a "logical

follow-up" on last season‘s highly success-

ful Tina Tiny Tears--The Naughty Nappy
Doll ("She Cries Rezl Tears and Wets Her
Beddy). Whether or not it is a "logical
foilow-up" is, at least in our opinion,
not the principal issue, a2t hand; the
principal issue is that of taste, or re-
sponsibility, and of common decency.

On these three counts we judge both
The Dumpling Shop and the manufactures of
the Little Cathy Curse Doll to be in
serious default. The lavish arrangements
for the display of this so-called doll
occupy a prominent section of The Dumpl=~
ing Shop's smart fourth floor. Stretched
overhead is a huge colorful circle-~like
banner which features a happy little girl
holding the doll and exclaiming crossly:
"Why, Cathy Curse, I do believe you're
staining! I think you'd better have fresh
panties and a teeny itampon!®

Certainly it would be naive in the
exireme to raise shrill and pious protest

againet the simple absiraction & material
greed and commercial exploitation which
daily confront us-~these are part and pareel
of the system, dues cof the freedom club and
cheap at the price. Surely, however, we do
have a right to ask: have we really so de~
pleted exploitation that it has come to this?
ind moreover, where then is it to end? One
is forced to wonder, even to speculate with
dread, What next? Little Victor Vomit?
Little Katy Ka-~Ka? Don Diarrhea? Sill Sammy
Shoot-0ff 2111

No, we cannot, will not, buy it. Our
angwer to Mrs. Leyton-Reims: Yes, you may
indeed count on us. Our presses and our
ataff stand ready to shoulder a man-size
burden in carrying your cause forward, which
by our light, is also the cause of every
rigat-thinking parent throughout this grand
land.

Evergreen Review
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ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN

Being an unmerrisd mother I was
interested in Teeding an articie in
¥aekand Magazine Vol. 23, Ne, 21, 26th
Hay 137%, 'Children %ho Arenty’,

After reeding over the vogition I
bad put ny natural bern son in, first
let me share seme of the comments with
}'(ﬂln

*Children Who irentt’ spoaks about
{1legi timata ehildren, or childrsn who
er2 born cutside 2 legal marrisge,

"In Cansda, legitinecy hota in
21l previnces sort, grade and label
children with no more feeling ithan in
the grading of hogns or eggs. To be
€raded as legitimate, one's parsnis mugt
have besr, or helievad they had been,
legally married, or have had the marr-
inge annulled, tdopted children alsc
fasiify. A1) other childrsn ars un-
lawfal,y

"If Faily (en 1llegitimate child)
tad dsen bern in New #eeland or Danmark
“r Belivia, Sweden, or s host of other
countries with updated lews, ahe wouldn't
timve been exzposed tc sueh ewmotional or
finencisl indignities {cantes%ing &
¥111). In those places the legal  con-
copt of {llagitimacy has been elimina
ated, and all childran are squal before
the lew, regardless of the sonditiong
of thelr birth. In the U2, recent court
Qecisions have held that such digerim-
icetions againat childraen is vncongtit-
vticasl. v

In 5 ruling where a relative made
rrovision fox “my sister‘s ehild,
Redney” the judge agreed Rodney should
nst inherdi; "Chviously” he gaid in
effect, "Aunt Mariorn didn't kngw Rodney
was illegitimate, if she nad she most
ceriainly would have gaid ‘myv sister’g
iilesitimate child, Redney'; cad had
shs knows the boy wes illegitinete she
might weil nol have left her mensy %o
bdatn

"Since the nobility hsd irouble
kseping bhleodlinea Fure, it was desided
that to progzerve ths order of inherite
ence thoee born outeide of wedlack
should be considered to be "nobody's
child." Thix bagic premise was ree

-affirued in Cansda as rzeently ez the
308, when the courte vsed as pracede
et a caze {rem 1742 whave tha judge
Teesoned, "I know of ns ngan th,! cane

3¢

siders basterde the shildren of anyone,'
The courtz recognize thet the law ig out
af harmon with preseni-day secial policy,

. bat they fael it is their duty 1o intere

pret the law, nct make i+,

Seae countries liks New Zealand and
Korway, give all children equal righis
witheut diatinstions and ragardiess of
legitimacy,

In 1967 the United Nationz adopted,
at 2 basic human right, the rrinciple that
every pexaon, once his filiation hag been
established, shall have the 3ame legal
statug e85 a person born in wedleck, Piva
years later, Casada still hee not accepted
thig basio creed, Canada ranka emong tha
unjust and the barbaric with Tegpect to
legitimacy lawg,®

The above, as mentioned, were from sn
article by Prances Porteug; after reading
I found that I wss in an unausual position,
baing ths mother (unpurried) of one
netural born child end one adopted child,
I sought legal advice, 1 wae given a lezal
peper to read and quote from it, the fole
lowing:

"4 beaterd or iilegitimate child ig
one born out of lawful wedlock. Tha
legal pogitlon of the illegitimate child
Wes, under the common law, very different
and more restricted than that of the leg-
itimate chila,

At capmon law an illegitimate ia
nullive fiilive (the son of nobody) and
carnet therefore, he sssendanis or
collaterale (crnnet lawfully inherit
from father). Statute lae has, however,
changed this 1o a lerge degres. (This
aoundg good but in, in fect, Very come-
plicated, az tha ghiid can only claim if
raternity hem been proved and if there igz
row widow or lawful issus,)

At common law an illegitimate ia
milliue £11liuve and, thersfore, sscend.
ants or collatersls carmot inherit from
Mim--his only heirs ere the heirs ts hie
tody. This positien hag been completly
reverged by statute as both the Intestate
succession Act and the Wiils Act declare
an iLllegitimate child +¢ be i{reated as
if he wers the legitinmate ohild of his

in my case then it is clear that my
natural born child im labelled as {he
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'aon of nobody' is this too the state of
ry adopied child? Apparsntly net:

"in illegitimate child becomes legitim-
sle when he iz sdopted, Section 60(1)

purposes an adopted child becomes upon
edoption the child of the adopiing
parent and the addopiting parent becomes
the parent of the child as if the child

of §
the Chiid Welfare Act. statee that fer all

WHAT ARE OUR CHILDREN WORTH?
The case for universal, fres
day care

Thers is an eversincreasing
demand for day care. Each of the two
municipal centres in Thunder Bay have
waiting lists of approximately 100
persons. Parents are generally dis-

hag been bora to thet parent in lawful
waedlook,"

Therefore my cecond child is leg-
itimate;
my natural born child and thersby lsa-
itimize him. Not so easy, armed with all
this infermation I approached = social
worker at our locul branch of Healih and
3ocial Devslopmenti, she wae completely
sympathetic and offered to approach the
Judge who handlee fdoption hearings. The
answer came recently; while he was fap-
iliar with my case (having grantsd my
firet application for adopiion) he had
never heard of such z thing--a mother
adopiing ner own child in crder to leg-
itimize him!!! To which I repliy. You
may never have heard of this procsdurs
before; but it is perfectly legal, for
the cbvious and following reason;

"The affeect of legitimation is oclear
the child becomes legitimste from birth
“for all purposes" or "for all purposes
of the law of the Provinces.” (notable
sxception 5.7 legitimacy 4ct)"

1

JRS  UP Lathbridge Alberta (4 ¥omen's
Plasce Publication)

£ BISTARD

I BRI LA
S F V)

UP jeis

§
g’.
i

ol

‘unpaid overtime, rotation shift work

' satisfied with both the quantity and
quallty of sxisting day care.
One possible solution is to open

2 aimple solution then, I adopiiup day care centres along the cost-

cutting principles of Colonel S~nders
and Ronald McDonsld. In Crnada,
where we feel health care is not an
area where huge profits should be
made, should we not protect child
care also?

When cornsrs are cut, it will be
at the expense of our children: their
meals, poorly paid staff, huge adult/
enlld ratios, minimal toys and equip~
ment. True, we can always legislate
against really bad conditions, but
the laws will only set minimal
standards. One way we can ensure
optimal conditions is to have our
sovernment taks cars of chilé care.
Then we can look after the best
interests of our children, free
profit motive. And we can make
care available to everyone~-not
the people who can afford it.

In New York, in June 1970, there
was a conference for business exscu-—
tives entitled "Profit possibilities
in Day Care”. We must move quickly
to prevent such a free-for-all when _
it i1s the development and education of
our children which is at stake,

Another solution is to have
compsniss offer child care to their
smployees. One danger here is that the
companies can offer such services ss
fringe benefits, with a view to getting

of the
chiid
just

and fewer demsnds for reises/promotions.

Again, if the government assumss the

responsibility, we can avoid this problem
Demand of your federal MP that he

Work to get us universal, free day care.

S
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WHY BOYCOTT KRAFTCO?

Our aim in launching thie boycott is to
put the National Farmers Union into a
position to bargain cellectively on be-
half of our dairy producers, for a price
on the milk they ship, just as workers
in & trade union bargsin for their wages .

We have picked Kraft to boycott because
it is the corporation that dominates the
field, If we can get 1t to the. bargain-
ing table we will have masde a break-
through that can be broadened to the
reat of the industry,

We decided upon a boycott after years of
frustrstion with few results,

fie started ocut with good argumsnts. We
approached the Canadian Dairy Commission,
the Ontario ¥ilk Commission and the Onte
ario Milk Marketing Board with facts and
figures to show that milk shippers
weren't being paid enough and that the
dairy industry could afford to pay more
out of the enormous profite taiken from
processing our milks We received polite
hearings and neothing more,

We learned through this and other ex-
reriences that these marketing agencies,
#hich are suppoeed to be for the benefit
of the farmers, are nothing more than
fronte and agencies for the big monép-
colies, .
We asked Krafti to meet with us but they,
turned us down cold.

S50 we set up a picket line around a Kraft
planf and received tremendous support
from the truckers who refused to cross
cur iine. However, they were ihreatened
by the company agent, the Ontario Milk
Marketing Board, and we were threatened
with an injuction se we took our pickets
off. EHven though we won a pay increase,
it ien't enough.

It seemed our only alternative, short of
holding our milk, was this boycott,

Please support it,

Thanks, The Men and Women of the National
Farmers Union :

-, - ~ . - - -
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A FABULOUS CHILD'S STORY

Once upon a time, a baby named X was born. This baby was named X so that nobody
could tell whether it was a boy or a girl, Its parents could tell, of course, but they
couldn't tell anybody else. They couldn't even tell Baby X, at first.

You see, it was all part of a very important Secret Scientific Xperiment, known
officially as Project Baby X. The smartest sclentists had set up the Xperiment at a
cost of Xactly 23 billion dollars and 72 cents, which might seem like a lot for just
one baby, even a very important Xperimental baby. Bat when you remember the prices of
things like strained carrots and stuffed bunnies, and popcorn for the movies and booster
shots for camp, let alone 28 shiny quarters from the tooth fairy, you begin to see how
it adds up.

Also, long before Baby X was born, all those scientists had to be paid to work out
the details of the Xperiment, and to write the Official Instruction Manual for Baby X's
parents and, most important of all, to find the right set of parents to bring up Baby
X. These parents had to be selected very carefully. Thousands of volunteers had to
take thousands of tests and answer thousands of tricky questions. Almost everybody
failed because, it turned out, almost everybody really wanted either a baby boy or a
baby girl, and not Baby X at all. Also, almost everybody was afraid that a Baby X
would be a lot more trouble than a boy or a girl., (They were probably right, the
scientists admitted, but Baby X needed parents who wouldn't mind the Xtra trouble.)

There were families with grandparents named Milton and Agaths, who didn't see why
the baby couldn't be named Milton and Agatha, instead .of X, -evem if it was an X. There
were families with aunts who insistesd on knitting tiny dresses and uncles who insisted
on gending tiny baseball mitts, Worst of all, there were families that already had
other children whe couldn't be trusted to keep the secret. Certainly not if they knew
the secret was worth 22 billion dollars and 72 cents-and all you had to do was take one
1little peek at Baby X in the bathtub to know if it was a boy or a girl,

But, finally, ithe scientists found the Joneses, who really wanted to raise an X
more than any other Kind of baby-no-matter how much trouble it would be. Ms, and Mr.
Jones had to promise they would take equal turns caring for X, and feeding it, and sing-
ing it lullabies., And they had to promise never to hire any baby-sitter. The govern-
ment scientists knew perfectly well that a baby-sitter would probably peek at X in the
bathtub, too.

‘ The day the Joneses brought their baby home, lots of friends and relatives came
over to see it. None of them knew about the secret Xperiment, though. So the first
thing they asked was what kind of a baby X was., When the Joneses smiled and said, "It's
an X!" nobody knew what to say. They couldn't say, "lLook at her cute little dimples!"
And they couldn't say, "Look at his husky little biceps!™ And they couldn't even say
just plain "kitchy'coo." In fact, they all thought the Joneses were playing some kind
of rude joke.

But, of course, the Joneses were not joking. "It's an X" was absolutely all they
would say. 4And that made the friends and relatives very angry. The relatives all felt
embarrassed about having an X in the family. "People will think there is something
wrong with it!" others whispered back.

"Nonsense!" {he Jonesegs told them all cheerfuily. "What could poassibly be wrong
with this perfectly adorable X?*

Nobody could answer that, except Baby X, who had just finished its bottle. Baby
X's answer was a loud, satisflied burp.

L0081
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By the time X grew big encugh to play with other children, the Joneses' troubles
had grown bigger, too. Once a iittle girl grabbed X's shovel in the sandbox, and
zonked X on the head with it. "Now, now, Tracy," the litile giri'e mother began to
scold, "little girls mustn't hit little--" and she turned to ask X, "Are you a little
boy or a little girl, dear?"

Mr, Jones, who was sitting nearby, held his breath and crossed his fingers.

X smiled polijely at the lady, even though X's head had never been zonked so hard
in its life. "I'm a little X, X replied.

"You're a what?" the lady exclaimed angrily, "You're a little ber-a~t, you meant"

"But little girls musin't hit little Xes, either!" said X, retrieving the shovel
with another polite smile, “What good does hitting do anyway?"

X's father, who was still holding his breath, finally let it out, uncrossed his
fingers, and grinmed back at X,

And at their next secref Project Baby X meeting, the scientists grinned, too.,

But then it was time for X *o start school, The Joneses were really worried about
this, because school was even more full of rules for boys and girls, and there were no
rules for Xes. The teacher would tell boys to form one line, and girls to form another
line, There would be boys' games and girle? games, and boys' secrets and girle!
secrets. The school library would have a list of recommended booke for girls, and a
different list of books for boys. There would even be a bathroom marked BOYS and another
cne marked GIRLS., Pretty soon boys and girls would hardly talk to each other, ¥hat
ould happen to poor little X7

The Joneses spent weeks consulting their Instruction Manual (there were 249% pages
of advice under "First Day of School") and attending urgent special conferences with
the smart scientists of Project Baby X.

The scientists had %o make sure that X's mother had taught X how to throw and
catceh a ball properly, and that X's father had been sure to teach X what to serve at a
doll's tea party. X had to know how to shoot marbles and how to Jump rope and, most of
all, what to say when the Other Children asked whether X was a Boy or a Girl,

Finally, X was ready. The Joneses helped X button on a nice new pair of red-and
white checked overails, and sharpened six pencila for X's nice new pencil box, and
marked X's name clearly on all the booke in its nice new bookbage X brushed its teeth
and combed its hair, which Just about covered its ears; and remembered io put a napkin
in its lunchbox.

The Joneses had asked X's teacher if the class could line up alphabetically, in-
stead of forming separate lines for boys and girls. And they had asked if X could use
the principal's bathroom, because ii wasn't marked anything except BATHROM. X's
teacher promised to take care of all these problems. But nobody could help X with the
biggeat problem of all--Other Children,

Nobody in X's class had ever known an £ before. Wnat would they think? How
would X make friends?

You couldn't tell what X was by studying its clothes-overalls don't even button
right-to-left, like &girla' clothes, or left~to~right, like boys' clothes. 4nd you
couldn't guess whether X had a grl's eghort haircut or a boy’s long haircut. And it
¥as very hard to tell by the games X liked to play, Fither X played ball very well
for a girl, or else X played house very well for a boy.

ConT'h
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Clearly, nothing a%f all was wrong. Kevertheless, none of the relatives felt
comfortable about buying a present for a Baby X. The cousins who sent the baby a tiny
football helmet would not come and visit any more. And the neighbors who sent a pinke
flowered romper suit pulled their shades down when the Joneses passed their house,

The Official Instruction Manual had warned the new parenis that this would happen,
80 they didn't fret about it. Besides, they were too buey with Paby X and the hundreds
of different Xercises for treating it properly.

Ma. and Mr., Jones had to be Xtra careful about how they played with little X. They
knew that if they kept bouncing it up in the air and saying how strong and aciive it was
they'd be treating it more like a boy then an X. But if all +they did wae cuddle it and
kise i1 and tell it how sweet and dainty it was, they'd be treating it more like a girl
than an X,

On page 1,654 of the 0fficial Instruction Mamual, the scientists prescribed, "plenty
of bouncing and plenty of cuddling, both. X cught to be sirong and sweet and active.
Forget about dainty altogether.”

¥eanwhile, the Joneses were worring about other problems. Toys for instance.

And clothes, On his first shopping trip, Mr. Jones told the store clerk, "I need soms
clothes and toys for my new baby." The clerk smiled and said, "Well, is it a hoy or a
girl?" "It's an X, Mr. Jones said, smiling back. But the clerk got red in the face
and said huffily, "In that case, I'm afraid I can't help you, sir.," So Mr. Jones
wandered up and down the aisles trying to find what X needed. But everything in the
store was piled up in sections marked "Boys"™ or *Girls." There were "Boys pyjymas®

and "Giris underwear" and “Boys fire engines" and "Girls housekeeping seis.," Mr. Jones
went home without buying anything for X. That night he and Ms. Jones consulted page
2,326 of the Official Imstruciion Manual., "Buy plenty of everything!" it said firmly.

S0 they bought plenty of sturdy blue pyjymas in the RBays department and cheerful
flowered underwear in the Girls Depariment. And they bought all kinds of toys. A boy
doll that made pee-pee and cried "Pa-pa." ind 2 girl doll that talked in three languages
and said, "I am the President of General Motors." They alsoc bought a story book about
a brave princess who rescued a handsome prince from his ivory tower, and ancther one
about a sister and brother who grew up to be a baseball star and a ballet gtar, and
you had {c guess which was which.

The head scientists of Project Baby X checked all their purchases and tcld them to
keep up the good work, They also reminded the Joneses to gee page 4,629 of the Manual
where it said, "Never make Baby X feel embarrassed or ashamed about what it wanis to
play with. And if X gets dirty climbing rocks, never say "Nice little Xes don't get
dirty climbing rocks."

Likewise, it said, "If X falls down and cries, never say "Brave 1little Xes don't
cry.” Because, of course, nice little Xes do get dirty, and brave little Xes do CEY +
No matier how dirty X gets, or how hard it ecries, don't worry, Ii's all part of the
Aperiment.”

‘Whenever the Joneses pushed Baby X's stroller in the park, smiling strangers would
some . over.and cooy,"is that a boy or a girl?" The Joneses would smile back and say,
"It's an X." The strangers would stop smiling then and walk away .

- Cont'p
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Some of the children tried to find out by asking X tricky questions, like "Vifotg
your favorite sports star?* That ®as easy., X had two favorite sports stars; a gimwl
Jockey named Bobyn Smith and a boy archery champisn named Robin Hood. Then they dsked,
"What's your favorite TV program?" And that was even easier. X's favorite TV Pragram
was "lassie," which stars a girl dog played by a boy dog.

When X said that its favorite toy was a dell, everyone decided that X must be a
girl. But then X said that the doll was really a robot, and that X had computerized
it, ard that it was programmed to bake fudge brownies and then clean up the kitchen,
After X told them that, the other children gave up guessing what X was. All they
knew was they'd sure like to.see X's doll.,

baskeiit?; :§2001’7§ w;nteﬁrgotﬁlai.with the other child?en, "How about shooting some
2% about832;vin asked the girls. But all they did was make faces and gigfle.
g some baskeis in the arts and crafts room?" X asked the boys
But they all made faces and giggled behind X's back, too, :
sadlyTgﬁztnigzti Ms. and Mr, gonee asked X h9w things had gone at gchool. X told them
o : €330n3 were okay, but otherwise schocl was a terridble place for anm X,
it seemed as if Other Children would never want an X for a friend,

Once more, the Joneses reached for their Instruction Manual., Under "Other ¢ idren,

they found the following message: "What digd you Xpect? Other Children have Ro '
obey all the ailly boy-girl roles, because their parents taught them to Incky Xe~
you don't have to stick to the rules at all! All you have to do is be yourself. P.S.
We're not saying it'll bs easy." : !

X liked being itself. But X cried a lot that nighi, partly becsuse it felt afraid.
So X's father held X tight, and cuddled it, and couldn't help crying a little, toc, :
And X's mother cheered them both up by reading an Yeiting story about an enchanted
prince called Sleeping Handsome, who woke up when Princess Charming kissed him.

The next morning, they all felt much better, and little X went back to school
with a brave smile and a clean pair of red~and-white checked overalls,

There was a seven-letter-word spelling bee in class that day. And a seven-lab-
boys' relay race in the &m. And a seven-layer-cake beking contest in the girls?
kitchen corner., X won the spelling bee. X also won the relay race., #nd X almost won
the baking contest, except it forgot o light the oven. Which only proves that nobody's
perfect. One of the Other Children noticed something else, too. He saids "WinninE

or losing doesn't seem to count to Yo X seems to have fun being good at boys' ekillls
and girls' skills." Come to-think of it, said another one of the Other Children, "may-
be X is having twice as much fun &3 we are!’

So after school that day, the girl who beat X at the baking contest gave X a big
slice of her prizewinning cake. And the boy X beat in the relay race asked X to rmce home.

From then on, some really funny things began to happen. Susie, who sat next Bo X
in class, suddenly refused to wear pink dresses to school any more, She insisted pn
wearing red-and-white checked overalls-~just like X's. Overalls, she told her parents,
were much better for climbing monkey bars.,

Then Jim, the class football nut, started wheéling his little sister's doll
carriage around the football field. He‘d pui on his entire football uniform, except for
the helmet., Then he'a put the helmet in the carriage, lovingly tucked under an olfi set
of shoulder pads, Then he'd start Jjogging around the field, pushing the carriage and
singing "Rock-abye Baby" to his football helmet. He told his family that X did the
game thing, so it must be okay. After all, X was now the team's star quarterbacﬁ;
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Susie's parents were horrified by her behavior, and Jim's parents ‘were worried
sick about his. But the worst came when the twins, Joe and Peggy, decided to share
everything with each other. Reggy used Joe's hockey skates, and his microscope, and
took half his newspaper route. Joe used Peggy's needle-point kit, and her cookbooks,
and took two of her three baby-sitting jobs. Peggy started running the lown mower,

/,{aqd Joe started running the vacuur cleaner,

! -\ Their parents weren't one bit pleased with Peggy's wonderful biology experiments,
or with Joe's terrific needlepoint pillows. They didn't care that Peggy mowed the
lewn better, and that Joe vacuumed the carpet better, - In fact, they were furious.

It's all that little X's fault, they agreed. Just because X doesn't know what it is,
or what it's supposed to be, it wants to get everybody else mixed up, too!

Peggy and Joe were forbidden to play with X any more. So was Susie, and then Jim
and then all the Other Children. But it was teo late; the Other Children stayed mixed
up and happy and free, and refused to go back to the way they'd been before X.

Finally, Joe and Peggy's parents decided to call an emergency meeting of the
school’s Parents' Association, to discuss "The X Provlem." They sent a report to the
brincipal stating that X was a ‘disruptive influence.' They demanded immediate action,
The Joneses, they said, should be foreced to tell whether X was a boy or a girl., And
then X should be forced to behave like whichever it was. If the Joneses refused to tell
the Pargnts® Association said, then X must take an Xamination. The schcol psychiatrist
must Xamine it physically and mentally, and issue a full report. If X's test showed

it was a boy, it would have to obey all the boys' Tules. If it proved to be a girl,
X would have to obey all the girls' rules.,

And. if X turned out tc be some kind of mixed-up misfit, then X should be Xpelled
from the school., Immediately!

The principal was very upset. Disruptive influence? Mixed-up misfit? But
X was an Xcellent student. All the teachers said it was a delight to have X in their
classes, X was president of the student council, X had won first prize in the
talent show, and second prize in the art show, and honorable mention in the scilence
fair, and six athletic events on field day, inecluding the potato race.

Nevertheless, insisted the Parenis' Association, X is a Problem Child. X is the
biggest Problem Child we have ever seen!

So the principal reluctantly notified Xis parents that numerous complaints
about X's behavior had come to the school's atitention. And that after the psychiat-
rist's Xamination, the school would decide what %o do about X. ,

The Joneses reported this at once to the scientists, who referred them to page
85,798 of the Instruction Marual, "Sooner or later,” it said, "X will have to be
Xamined by a psychiatrist. This may be the only way any of us will know for sure
whether X is mixed up or whether everyone else is,"

The night before .X was to be Xamined, the Joneses tried not to let X see how
worried they were. "Wnat if-?" Mr. Jones would say. 4nd Ms. Jones would reply, "No
use worrying."

X just smiled at them both, and hugged them hard and dfdn't say much of anything.
X was thinking, ,What if-? 4nd then X thought; No use worrying.

At xactly 9 o'clock the next day, X reported to the school psychiatriat’s office.
The principal, along with a committee from the Parents' Asgociation, X's teacher, X's
classmates, and Ms. and Mre. Jones, waited in the hall outside. Nobody knew therdetails
of the tests X was to be given, but everybody knew they'd be very hard, and that
they'd reveal Xactly what everyone wanted to know about X, dbut were afraid to ask.

Cont'd
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It was terribly quiet in the hall. Almost spoocky. Once in a while, they would
hear a strange noise inside the roam. There were buzzes, Aind 2 beep or two. And
several bells. 4n occasional light would flash under the door. The Joneses thought.
it was a white light, but the principal thought it was blue. Two or three children
swore it was either yellow or green. And the Parents' Committee miszed it completely.

Through it all, you could hear the psychiatrist's low voice, asking hundreds of
questions, and X's higher voice, answering hundreds of answers.

The whcle thing took so long that everyone knew it musi be the most complete X~
amination anyone had ever had to take. PoorX, the Joneses thought. Serves X right,
the Parents' Committee thought. I wouldn't like to be in X's overalls right now, the
children thought.

At last, the door opened. BEveryone crowded around to hear the results., X
didn't look any different; in fact, X was smiling. DBut the psychiatrist looked v -
territle. He looked as if he was crying! “What happeged?" everyone began shouting.
Had X done something disgraceful? "I wouldn't be a bit surprised!"™ muttered Peggy
and Joe's parents. '"Did X flunk the whole test?" cried Susie's parents. "Or just
the most important part?" welled Jim's parents. .

"Oh, dear," sighed Mrs. Jones. "Oh, dear," sighed Ms. Jones. "Sssh,” sashed
the principal. "The psychiatrist is trying to speak.® A

¥iping his eyes and clearing his throat, the psychiatirist began, in a hoarse
whisper. "In my opinion," he whispered-you could tell he must be very upset~"in my
opinion young X here-". "Yes? Yes?' shouted a parent impatiently. "Sssh! ssshed
the principal. "Young Sssh here, I mean young X," said the doctor, frowning, "is
Jjust about!®-

"Just about what? Let's have it™! shouted another parent. "...just about the
least mixed-up child I've ever Xamined!" said the paychiatrist.

"Yay for X!" yelled one of the children. And then ihe others began yelling, too.
Clapping and cheering and jumping up and down,

"SS$H!" S5SShed +he principal, but nobody did. The Parents' Committee was angry and

bewildred. How could X have passed the whole Xamination? Didn't X have an identity

§§Obi§2§ ifaé?;z'f zixidk?phath?il?t ?asgﬂthxﬁany kind of a misf%t? .How could it not
y | 11"4 o ;e i now W 1:0% w28? And ??? wag the psychiatrist crying?

"Don.tc_u§ {,?;e>‘a Squpeﬁ ?rjlng.gnd was smiling pol%tely through his tears,

"L b you see? ’ he_sa%da I'm crglng because it's wonderful! X has absolutely no

;gggzlﬁéwgizgiem. ?1152 } gze.b%t ﬁleé up! AB"fOf being a mi§f1tf-riduculous! ‘X

‘ugu; t“,,h(ty.wa}(wm;:f.\.i . ;s; ﬁ?n 1 yo%,‘X? The doctqr winked, X winked back.

o a "13 X?% ghrieked Ieg@y‘and Joe's parents. "We still want to know!"

An, yes," sald the doctor, winking again. "Welil, don't worry. You'll all know
one of-these days. And you won't need me io tell you."

"What? What does he mean?" some of the parenis grumbled guspiciously.

Susie and Peggy and Joe all answered at once. "He means that by the time X's
sex matiers, it won't be a secret any more!l"

2 '03122 ﬁhit,qtgz dOCto?h?fgaz'ﬁﬁl?uSh through the crowd towsrd X's parents. "How
= eier ha;e ’f Sald, somew! B ] 11515, And then he reachedjout~to hug them both, "if
eve an X of my own," he whispered, "I sure hope youill lend me your instruc-

tion manual ¥

o By D A
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Needless to say, the Joneses were very happy. The Project Baby X scientists
were rather pleased, too. So were Susie, Jim, Peggy, Joe, and all the Other Children.
The Parents' Association wasn't, but they had promised to accept the psychiatrist's
report, and not make any more trouble. They even invited Ms. and ¥r. Jones to be~
come honorary members, which they did.

Later that day,,all XXs friends put on their red-and-white checked overalls and
went over o see X.. They found X in the back yard, playing with a very tiny baby
that none of them had ever seen before. The baby was wearing very tiny red-and-white
checked overalls, )

"How do you like our new baby?" X asked the Other Children proudly.

"It's got cute dimples," said Jim.

"It's got husky biceps, too," said Susie.

"What kind of baby is ji%?" asked Joe and Peggy. (

X frowned at them. "Canft you tell?" Then X broke into a big, mischievous

grin, "It's & YIM
SRR e
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Mary Tomlinson who has worked

80 hard to get émergency housing
for women in crisis. The city=-
owned houses on Tarbutt Street
have been made available, $11,700
has been allocated te the project
and the city is co—operating all
down the line. (Anyone who is
interested in helping to organize
and maintain the Shelter should

contact Mary through the Women's
Centre.

l &
Keir Thornburg, for being born in
the first month of International
Women's Year!

Thumdor ety

To Mr. Shewchuk, banquet manager
for the Royal Edward Hotel, for
perpetuating the stereotyped, false
image of a 'women libber'.

Mr. Shewchuk was overheard spouting
off, during the I.W.Y. Women's
Centres Qonference held at the Royal
Edward Hotel, about the braless, inz
timidating, jean-wearing femalgs that
inveded the hotel for the weekend.
During his derogatory comments, the
woman involved in the 'conversation'
with him, asked with trepidation, if
they were all from Thunder Bay--and
sighed with relief at his reply, that
no, they were from all across Canada.

To protect your eyeballs from further
strain, Mr, Shewchuk, not to mention
the hotel's 'reputation', perhaps we
will choose another hotel for our
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THE NITTY GRITTY OF NON~INVOLVEMENT
or
why there are so few women in the struggle
WHO'S GOT THE TIME!?}

FIGHT FOR UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO FREE QUALITY CHILD CARE AND JOINT
RESPONSIBILITY IN THE HOME!!

THE DENONSTRAT
NEXT MONDAY At

Yy
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May 1st

Mey 8th EBducation night.,

May 9th Final date

IN PROCESS

Policy meeting at BPM
The format of the
general meesting has besn
changed. Every 2nd Thursday
will be used for educational
meetings. Speakers and/or
films will be available for
these cvenings.

Alternate Thursdays the
Policy Committee will meet.
This committee is made up of
14 women who are making all
the decisions for the centre.
Anyone wishing to have s volce
is welcome.

The topic
for tonight ls Sexual Stereo-
typing. 8PM.

for submission of
resume for job wvacancy at the

Centre.

Jocb opens Masy 19th and lasts
approximately 1 month.

May 18th Genersl Collective
Meeting at the Centre.

Pilecnic Child Care will

be provided by Dan George
and Bob Me Gowan.
zgnd Education night at

O PM. Ruth Cunninghem

will speak on the Status

Of Women Council.
3lst Flea Market at Fort
William Gardens.

Donations of white elephant
items, books,records, plants,
crafts and children’s clothes
are welcome.

Phone the centre for
ccllection of these items,

May

May

A thunderclap to Diane Bauman
who has mede s work of art in
wood to commemorate Internation-—
8l Womsn's Year-—it's the dove
gymbol with the & and = signs .
incorporated. - .

Aoenn
And to Craig Bauman for the \Qzﬁv
handcrafted woodan truck which
sure gets a lot of use in the
shildren's room!

Welcome to Noreen Lavole who has
Joined the full time staff at
the Centre—~—-she must bs out of
her mind to teke the job! And are
we glad she 1is. '

Congratulations to Estelle
Friedlander who has been hired by
the Privy Council work with their
Travelling Caravan throughout
Northern Ontario. We couldn't be
better represented. Good 1luck
Estella. ‘ -
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POETRY
S SR

BY GERT BEADLE

SRS 0

_Mothar _

A thousand poems

are written to

parpetuate the myth of you.
Cast in bronrze 2
or carved in stone

thet tender, twisted

Smile is known

to bare the head

And bow the knee

in reverance or agony.
Fount of wisdom

Seat of power

testing, testing every hour
that silken web,

So gently does she

lay responsibility

for martyrdom

upon her progeny.

They fight the rising bile

that calls for flight

and guiltily accept
the spider's bits,.

The love that will not let the young go

belong to God.

It was not meant

te fettear or posaess

The faith that spurs

the ceripplsd bird to flite
returns it safely te the nest
for rest.

G.B.

K1

3 Ry e
ATV

Plaving God

I fesl like God whan mixing dough,
obsessed with yeast and oleo
however dead to human eyes

I mow this dough has gZot to rise,.
And I shall mould it tenderly
into the shape that pleases me.
Little lcaves to go with fishes
crusty ones for cheese and wine,
curley buns in curley dishes
saffron hued andcardamon.

Call the children in, it's dark
bring the stranger in the park,
Bring them all in from the rain,
Mother's playing God again.

Jimmy

He was shy, big of eye

30 polite

Alittie man his Mother said
going to be just like

his Dad.

S¢ pressed, so clean, he muttered
but I wanted jsans,

Ah, lover, tha% was Just a fad-
some childish whim

that you had, look at Dad

Don't you want to be like him?
you look so grown up,

se trim in shirt snd tie

1f you were like some other kids
I think I'd dise.

I looked at Dad and saw no help
he had already sold his scalp.
Hurry Jim Say good-bye

grow up fast before you die

For if you don't it's very sad

you're going to be Just like your Dad.
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