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ABORTION RIGHTS WON 
THROUGH WOMEN'S STRUGGLE 

by Carolyn Egan 

The Supreme Court decision 
i s a tremendous victory for 
women! The court ruled that 
the criminal code fundamen­
t a l l y denied equal access to 
abortion, and therefore de­
nied women's right to con­
t r o l our bodies and our 
l i v e s . What the chief j u s ­
t i c e referred to as "state 
interference with bodily i n ­
tegrity" i s no longer l e g a l . 

Our f i g h t for reproduc­
tiv e freedom i s f a r from o¬
ver, but in the long strug­
gle for women's liberation„ 
thi s decision may be the 
most s i g n i f i c a n t state r e ­
cognition of women's basic 
rights s i n c e we won the 
right to vote. As s o c i a l i s t -
feminists we know the l i m i t a ­
tions of individual legal 
rights i n a bourgeois demo­
cracy, but a t the same*time 
we proudly claim t h i s v i c t o ­
ry. I t shows a l l those s t r u ­
ggling for change that we 
have the power to stand up 
to the s t a t e and winl The 
overturning of the federal 
abortion law i s the r e s u l t 
of long years of struggle by 
pro-choice a c t i v i s t s and fe ­
minists, with strong support 
from unions, lesbian and gay 

organizations, immigrant 
groups and the broader commu­
nit y . 

IWDC was one of the foun­
ding members of the Ontario 
Coalition for Abortion C l i ­
n i c s , and has always played 
a leadership ro l e . Through­
out the past f i v e and a hal f 
years IWDC a c t i v i s t s , along 
with other s o c i a l i s t - f e m i ­
n i s t s , have brought a c l a s s 
perspective to the abortion 
rights struggle. OCAC has 
said from the s t a r t that 
there was access to abor­
tion, but that i t was very 
privileged access. I t has 
been the working c l a s s wo­
man, the rural woman, the im­
migrant woman, and the woman 
of colour, and others with­
out money and resources, who 
had been denied abortions. 
This campaign was placed 
f i rmly wi thin the broader 
struggle for reproductive 
freedom and women's l i b e r a ­
tion. We have stated c l e a r ­
l y that for a l l women to 
have re a l choices in our l i v ­
es, we must also have univer­
s a l childcare, decent jobs, 
paid parental leave, employ­
ment equity, the right to 
l i v e f r e e l y and openly as 
lesbians, safe and effec t i v e 
birth control with services 

and information in our own 
languages and communities, 
and an end to forced or co­
erced s t e r i l i zation, which 
primarily a f f e c t s Native, 
Black and disabled women. 

We know that legal rights 
are not enough to ensure wor­
king c l a s s women the right 
to abortion. We have to 
make sure that the f a c i l i ­
t i e s are in place so that e¬
very woman has f u l l access 
to free abortion in her com­
munity. 

In Ontario the Minister 
of Health has stated that ap­
proval of abortions by thera­
peutic abortion committees 
i s no longer required. 

The province must immedia­
t e l y provide f u l l funding 
for the Scott and Morgenta-
le r c l i n i c s which have be­
come symbols of women's re­
sistance across the country. 
I t must move quickly to i n ­
crease funding and resources 
so that e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s 
can meet the demands upon 
them, and i n i t i a t e a new net­
work of c l i n i c s providing a-
bortion, mid-wi fery, bi rth 
control, sexuality counsel­

l i n g , and other reproductive 
services. The federal go­
vernment must be stopped 
from bringing back a r e s t r i c ­
t i v e law. 

OCAC wi11 continue to 
work with pro-choice organi­
zations across Canada and 
Quebec. We must never again 
have a situation in which a 
woman from Prince Edward I s ­
land must leave her province 
to obtain an abortion, in 
which a low income woman i s 
denied an abortion because 
she cannnot pay for i t , or 
in which a Black woman i s co­
erced by a therapeutic abor­
tion committee before her 
abortion i s approved. A 
strong fight back has a l r e a ­
dy begun in B r i t i s h Columbia 
against Vander Zalm's repres­
sive r e s t r i c t i o n s led by the 
BC Coalition for Abortion 
C l i n i c s . We have shown that 
change takes place through 
the strength of a movement. 
We must continue c o l l e c t i v e 
mass action across the coun­
try to win both t h i s strug­
gle and the longer term goal 
of women's liberation throu­
gh a s o c i a l i s t society. 

The Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics organizes for full 
access to free abortion 

The labour movement has been a consistent a l l y . 
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The March 8th c o a l i t i o n i s 
organizing a r a l l y , march 
and f a i r for I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women's Day, Saturday March 
5th. The r a l l y i s scheduled 
for 10:00 A.M. a t Convoca­
ti o n H a l l a t the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Toronto. The March i s 
going through downtown Toron­
to and ending a t Jorgenson 

H a l l , Ryerson. The theme i s 
"Women Unite to Fight R a c i ­
sm, Sexism and Economic Ine­
q u a l i t y " with the s p e c i f i c 
i s s u e s of'No to Free Trade", 
"Employment Equity", " L e s b i ­
an Rights", "Sexual Free­
dom", and " S o l i d a r i t y Again­
s t Imperialism". 

No to Free Trade 
Yes to Full Employment 

by Carolyn Egan and 
S h e l l y Gordon 

I t i s important for s o c i a ­
l i s t f e m i n i s t s , as w e l l as 
trade unions, immigrant wo­
men's groups and other orga­
ni z a t i o n s of the disadvan­
taged , to oppose Canada 1 s 
proposed f r e e trade deal 
with the United S t a t e s . I t 
i s not, as some say, a de­
bate between se c t o r s of the 
r u l i n g c l a s s i n Canada and 
the U.S.A., a debate that 
makes no d i f f e r e n c e to the 
working c l a s s . 

I t i s a trade deal that 
w i l l have a severe and ad­
verse s o c i a l and economic im­
pact on working people and 
disadvantaged groups. As 
Marjorie Cohen s a i d in "Wo­
men and Free Trade" in a pre­
vious i s s u e of t h i s newslet­
t e r , greater economic inté­
gra t i on between Canada and 
the U.S.A. i n the current 
Reagan/Mulroney p o l i t i c a l 
framework w i l l lead to lower 
wages, encourage " r i g h t to 
work" forces and wipe out 
l o c a l i n d u s t r i e s in which 
v i s i b l e minority, immigrant 
and women workers are concen­
trated (garment and small au­
to p a r t s ) . I t may a l s o r e ­
s u l t i n the dismantling of 
public s o c i a l and health 
programs. 

How do s o c i a l i s t femin­
i s t s oppose fr e e trade? Do 
we j o i n i n the n a t i o n a l i s t 
r h e t o r i c that implies that 
Canadian c a p i t a l i s t s and the 
Canadian s t a t e are more hum­
ane than t h e i r American cou­
n t e r p a r t s ? Are medicare and 
unemployment insurance a r e ­
s u l t of "Canadian c u l t u r e " ? 
Or are they gains in work­
e r s 1 r i g h t s , health-care and 
s o c i a l s e r v i c e s that have 
been won by trade unions and 
s o c i a l movements on the p i c ­
ket l i n e s and through our de­
mands and a c t i o n s ? 

Our argument against f r e e 
trade has to be in the i n t e ­
r e s t s of women, people of co­
lour and workers. 

Free trade i s a part of 
the big economic p i c t u r e and 
we have to oppose i t that 
way. 

Free trade i s the r e s ­
ponse of most North American 
cap i t a 1 i s t s to an economic 
problem. Part of the reorga­
n i z a t i o n of the world econo­
my following the 1973 reces­
s i o n , i t i s one of a package 
of economic measures i n t r o ­
duced by neo-conservative 
governments led by Thatcher, 
Reagan, Mulroney and others. 
11 goes hand-in-hand wi th 
p r i v a t i z a t i o n of s o c i a l 
s e r v i c e s , erosion of trade 
union r i g h t s and wages f a l l ­
ing behind i n f l a t i o n . 

Most Canadian businesses 
b e l i e v e t h a t t h e i r i n t e r e s t s 
are strengthened and t h e i r 
p r o f i t p o t e n t i a l increased 
by f r e e r competition. They 
w i l l have access to bigger 
markets, be able to t r a n s f e r 
investments to " r i g h t - t o -
work" areas (eight U.S. 
s t a t e s have no minimum wage 
and some have 8% unioniza­
tion) , and be able to s h i f t 
work away from struck 
p l a n t s . I t i s u s u a l l y the 
most disadvantaged s e c t o r s 
of the labour market, women 
and people of colour, who 
get h i t the worst when jobs 
disappear or move. 

The notion of the " l e v e l 
playing f i e l d " of free trade 
w i l l put pressure on the Ca­
nadian government to lower 
the c o s t of labour and so­
c i a l programs for Canadian 
businesses (that i s , "cut 
back"). 

Some Canadian businesses 
oppose fr e e trade as i t 
threatens t h e i r p r o f i t s , not 
because they worry about Can­
adian c u l t u r e and Canadian 
s o c i a l programs. Magna I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l , Quaker Oats and 
the Toronto Star do not have 
the same agenda as we do. 

We have to speak up, 
making sure that an indepen­
dent a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t p o s i ­
t i o n i s heard in the debate 
on f r e e trade. We must ad­

vance our v i s i o n of a new 
s o c i e t y , against the amor­
phous "Canadian c u l t u r e " we 
hear defended in free-trade 
r a l 1 i e s . Every work ing 
c l a s s , farmers', women's. 
Native, and immigrant organi­
zation i n Quebec and E n g l i s h 
Canada i s d i s c u s s i n g and t a ­
king a p o s i t i o n on f r e e 
trade. I t i s a big opportu­
n i t y for s o c i a l i s t s . We 
have to be there, t a l k i n g a¬
bout building a s o c i e t y bas­
ed on r e a l i z i n g human poten­
t i a l and meeting human 
needs, not p r o f i t ; a s o c i a ­
l i s t s o c i e t y which i s a n t i -
r a c i s t , a n t i - s e x i s t and a n t i -
h e t e r o s e x i s t . 



Communication Workers 
Organize Bell 

by Sheryl Boswell 

The campaign launched by the 
Communications and E l e c t r i ­
cal Workers of Canada to 
sign up 17,000 B e l l Canada 
c l e r i c a l workers in Ontario 
and Quebec i s one of the l a r ­
gest unionization drives ev­
er embarked on in Canada. 
Launched i n mid-September, 
the organizing drive has un­
t i l March 14 to sign up f i f ­
ty per cent plus one of the 
c l e r i c a l workers. I f suc­
cessful, i t w i l l have an im­
portant and sig n i f i c a n t ef­
fect on the labour movement. 
The unionization of Bell c l e ­
r i c a l workers would be an im­
portant development for c l e ­

r i c a l workers, especially i n 
the private sector. 

About ninety per cent of 
the 17,000 c l e r i c a l workers 
are female. A sizeable per­
centage are women of colour 
and irmiigrant women. They 
are currently represented by 
the CTEA, the Canadian Tele­
phone Employees Association, 
a company union which was 
formed i n the f o r t i e s and 
s t i l l hasn't been able to 
provide for the basic r i g h t s 
and protection of i t s member­
ship. 

In 1985, the CWC i n i t i a ­
ted a drive to sign up the 
c l e r i c a l workers, but only 
a minority (3,000) supported 
the move to unionize. The 

organizing drive had to be 
postponed u n t i l there was 
more support. 

The Communication Workers 
3f Canada was founded i n 
1972 with a membership of 
4,000. In 1984, E l e c t r i c a l 
workers in Ontario and Que­
bec l e f t t h eir American I n ­
ternational and merged with 
the CWC, creating the Commu­
nications and E l e c t r i c a l Wor­
kers of Canada. During the 
last ten years, the CWC has 
made an important contribu­
t i o n to the labour movement. 
The CWC was the f i r s t union 
in the private sector to ne­
gotiate for paid maternity 
leave (The Postal workers 
led the way in the public 
sector). Their negotiations 
for pay equity have resulted 
in 48 women i n c l e r i c a l and 
operator jobs being transfer­
red to c r a f t jobs. As part 
of the Canadian Labour Con­
gress, the CWC has been very 
active i n the area of wo­
men 's rights and issues. 

The membership of the CWC 
now t o t a l s 40,000. 

Since 1976, over 20,000 
Bell Canada employees have 
l e f t company unions to j o i n 
the CWC. In 1976, the CWC 
organized the c r a f t unit in 
B e l l , a prdominantly male 
section. In 1979, 15,000 t e ­
lephone operators, the major­
i t y women, were signed up. 
Following that successful un­
ionization drive, the opera­
tors went out on a s t r i k e in 
1980 and they won. 

Four CWC s t a f f are wor­
king f u l l - t i m e on the l a t e s t 
campaign, with a l o t of sup­
port from other CWC members 
as well as from the communi­
ty. You can help by joining 
CWC s t a f f and volunteers in 
the phone drive to encourage 
people to sign a card and 
support the CWC. Drivers 
are also needed to get peo­
ple signed up. Call the CWC 
o f f i c e on Cecil Street for 
more information. 

International Lesbians 
and Gays 
of Colour Conference 

INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN AND 
GAYS OF COLOUR CONFERENCE 
JULY 29 - AUGUST 1, 1988 

Lesbians and Gays of Colour-
Toronto i s planning Canada's 
f i r s t international confe­
rence for lesbians and gays 
of colour. This w i l l be the 
5th conference of i t s kind. 
Three previous conferences 
have been held in New York, 
Chicago, and most recently, 
in Los Angeles. 

Lesbians and Gays of Co­
lour-Toronto i s a group of 
individuals and organiza­
tions. Some of us attended 
a previous conference and 
because of what we experi­
enced and learnt, are exci­
ted about having the next 
one i n Toronto. We hope 
that lesbians and gays of 
colour i n Canada w i l l take 
advantage of the event by 
part i c i p a t i n g . We want to 
create an atmosphere i n 
which some of what we w i l l 
think about more are p e r t i ­
nent issues which are linked 
to our l i v e s . Workshops 
w i l l deal with c o a l i t i o n po­

l i t i c s , AIDS, i n t e r r a c i a l 
h o s t i l i t i e s - us, the media, 
the state, fundraising, ma­
king l i n k s , lesbian, gays 
and laws. 

GRASS ROOTS is the confer­
ence's theme. I t w i l l be 
held July 29th to August 1st 
1988. During that weekend, 
there w i l l be a series of 
workshops, fi1ms, enterta i n ­
itient, speakers, l o t s of time 
for informal discussion, mee­
t i n g , and a dance. We are 
expecting lesbians and gays 
f rem the Ph i1ippines, New 
Zealand, England, and U.S.A. 
Contact us at: 

(416) 535-1712, ask for 
Michèle. 

Write to: 
ILGCC, P.O. Box 6597 
Station "A" 
Toronto, Ontario M5W 1X4 
Send us your name and 

address so that we can send 
you other information. 
Con ference space wi11 be  
limi t e d so l e t us know as  
soon as possible about your  
interest in attending. 

Nicaraguan Feminist 
Speaks 
by Nancy Farmer 
Sofia Montenegro, a Nicara­
guan Feminist, j o u r n a l i s t 
and senior editor of B a r r i ­
cada w i l l be speaking i n 
Toronto March 4th, as part 
of the International Women's 
Day Celebrations. 

Sofia who has been a mem­
ber of the FSLN since 1977, 
worked as a messenger and 
ran safehouses, before the 
triumph. 

Sofia who speaks perfect 
English, w i l l be an inspira­
t i o n to a l l of us. She also 
w i l l give us some straight 
t a l k on the women's movement 
in Nicaragua and an update 
on the peace process. 

Sofia's tour i s being or­
ganized by a group of Toron­
to feminists and s o l i d a r i t y 

a c t i v i s t s . We w i l l be fund-
raising to cover the expens­
es of bringing Sofia to Tor­
onto. As w e l l , Tools For 
Peace, Toronto i s organizing 
a two week tour for Sofia a¬
round the province. She w i l l 
be v i s i t i n g places such as 
Sudbury, Thunder Bay and Pe­
terborough. This w i l l give 
us the oppor tuni t y to do 
some excellent educational 
work with people who l i v e 
outside the metro area. 

Please j o i n us : 
Friday, March 4th, 7 p.m. 
Harbord Collegiate 
Auditorium (3 blks. west 
of Bathurst) 
A $4.00 donation w i l l be 
requested. 



What is to be don 
by J e n n i f e r S t e p h e n 

We have a l l asked a t least 
once: "What should we do 
about the NDP?" While many 
s o c i a l i s t feminists view soc­
i a l democracy w i t h varying 
degrees of skepticism, the 
NDP i s seen as a l e g i t i m a t e 
place f o r p o l i t i c a l work. 
What remains unclear, howev­
er, i s how c l o s e l y we should 
work w i t h the NDP. 

Some s o c i a l i s t feminists 
regard the party of home­
grown s o c i a l democracy as 
too entangled i n mainstream 
electoralism. To work i n 
t h i s arena seems a travesty. 
Others acknowledge the impor­
tance of a l i m i t e d r e l a t i o n ­
ship w i t h the NDP, at least 
around speci f i c i ssues. 
S t i l l others r e j e c t the 
party l i k e a love r e l a t i o n ­
ship turned sour, the memory 
of which brings shudders, a l ­
though not necessarily any 
sleepless nights. 

L e f t activism i n the NDP 
has s h i f t e d between two s t r a ­
tegies: an organized opposi­
t i o n w i t h i n ; and, c r i t i c a l 
support - p r i m a r i l y from the 
outside. 

Recent attempts have been 
made t o bridge the gap bet­
ween the party and so c i a l 
movements. Two such e f f o r t s 
require p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n ­
t i o n : the Campaign f o r an 
A c t i v i s t Party (CAP), and 
the proposed Women Against 
Free Trade Campaign. 

The Campaign f o r an A c t i v ­
i s t Party proposed to carry 
out an agenda of i n t e r n a l 
change, b u i l d i n g on the 
shards of an organized l e f t 
oppos i t i on wi t h i n the NDP. 
CAP represented two d i s t i n c t 
s t r a t e g i e s w i t h i n the Ontar­
i o NDP: â rather beleaguered 
e f f o r t t o reform democratic 
socialism through an i n f u ­
sion of a c o a l i t i o n p o l i t i c ; 
and a strategy t o c o n s o l i ­
date the strength of the or­
ganized l e f t and l e f t - f e m i ­
n i s t f r a c t i o n i n the NDP. 

The attempt to organize 
both the l e f t and l e f t - f e m i ­
n i s t s i n t o CAP was unsuccess­
f u l . The l e f t caucus i n the 
party continues i t s e f f o r t s 
to i n t e g r a t e a feminist and 
an a n t i - r a c i s t p o l i t i c i n t o 
i t s programme. 

The strategy of i n t e r n a l 
reform through the integra­
t i o n of a c o a l i t i o n p o l i t i c 
raised an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t 
set of s t r a t e g i c questions. 
To what extent can an a l l i ­
ance be forged between so­
c i a l movements and an elec­
t o r a l party l i k e the NDP? 
i s such an a l l i a n c e even de­
s i r a b l e f o r a s o c i a l move­
ment which i s organized a¬
round a c o a l i t i o n p o l i t i c ? 
Can the NDP be made accoun­
table t o the s o c i a l movement 
i n such an alliance? Can 
the autonomy of s o c i a l move­
ments be maintained, or w i l l 
the independent agenda of 
tha t movement i n e v i t a b l y be 
co-opted: a) f o r e l e c t o r a l 
purposes, and/or b) w i t h i n 
the l e g i s l a t i v e arena where 
compromise i s paramount? 

None of these questions 
was. resolved during the 
short l i f e of CAP. I t i s 
s t i l l important to know that 
they were raised. They sug­
gest a c e n t r a l question : 
w i l l a s o c i a l democratic pro­
gramme i n v a r i a b l y f a i l on 
the question of the fundamen­
t a l , s t r u c t u r a l change which 
i s posed by a mass action 
strategy? The NDP does not 
share the strategy of mass 
action w i t h the s o c i a l move­
ments i t might view as i t s 
base. 

The party's operation 
does not accommodate c o a l i ­
t i o n p o l i t i c s . I n d i v i d u a l 
members of CAP found t h i s 
out when they faced strong 
pressures against speaking 
out a t the l a s t Ontario NDP 
Convention. There i s no or­

ganized room f o r the oppo­
s i t i o n s ' voice. While t h i s 
may be construed as ever 
greater reason t o support 
the e f f o r t s of reform-from-
w i t h i n campaigns l i k e CAP, 
i t also demonstrates the l i ­
mits imposed on such reform 
s t r a t e g i e s . 

The l a t e s t attempt t o i n ­
crease the s o c i a l and p o l i t i ­
cal relevance of the NDP on 
feminist issues i s the Women 
Against Free Trade Campaign. 
I t appears t o combine both 
st r a t e g i e s of organized oppo­
s i t i o n and c r i t i c a l support. 
Unlike CAP, t h i s campaign i s 
geared s p e c i f i c a l l y toward 
r a i s i n g f e minist support f o r 
the NDP. Le f t - f e m i n i s t s 
from the party are working 
i n c o a l i t i o n w i t h groups out­
side the NDP, while simultan­

eously attempting t o s h i f t 
the p o l i t i c a l p r i o r i t i e s of 
the NDP toward feminist de­
mands. 

The campaign has develop­
ed i n reaction to the p a t r i o ­
t i c economic nationalism of 
the larger anti-Free Trade 
campaign. The Women Against 
Free Trade Campaign intends 
t o present a l t e r n a t i v e s t o 
free trade on the one hand, 
and economic nationalism on 
the other. More s p e c i f i c a l ­
l y , the campaign w i l l focus 
on the nega t i ve impact of 
free trade on women, women's 
employment, and the erosion 
( p r i v a t i z a t i o n ) of s o c i a l 
service and health program­
mes. 

We are drawn to the Cam­
paign by i t s p o l i t i c s and 
the h i g h - p r o f i l e p a r t i c i p a ­

t i o n of l e f t - f e m i n i s t (New 
Democrat) a l l i e s . What w i l l 
happen as the federal elec­
t i o n draws near? The Ontar­
i o NDP, guided by e l e c t o r a l 
concerns rather than p o l i c y , 
i s r e l u c t a n t to organize a¬
round the free trade issue 
for fear t h a t a l l e l e c t o r a l 
gain w i l l f a l l t o the Liber­
a l s . The federal party main­
tai n s an economic n a t i o n a l ­
i s t p o s i t i o n . I f i t i s not 
i n t h e i r e l e c t o r a l i n t e r e s t s 
t o campaign on free trade, 
the Women Against Free Trade 
campaign w i l l f i n d no sup­
port there. The p o l i t i c a l 
importance of the issue t o 
women w i l l not be the d e c i ­
sive f a c t o r . 

W i l l the Women Against 
Free Trade campaign have t o 
modify i t s demands i n order 



with the NDP? 
to get NDP support during an 
election period? When does 
modification become compro­
mise? 

Electoral support i s one 
way tha t a coa 1 i t i on wi th 
the NDP can defuse a social 
movement. Another i s in the 
l e g i s l a t i v e arena where de­
mands put forward by popular 
democractic organizations 
are transformed in l e g i s l a ­
t i v e language and reform. 

For example, concessions 
made around the pay equity 
b i l l resulted i n a piece of 
le g i s l a t i o n that s i g n i f i c a n t ­
l y altered the o r i g i n a l de­
mands of the Equal Pay Coali­
t i o n . 

We are seeing the same 
process in the implementa­
tion of the Powell Report 
recommendat i ons concern ing 
increased access to abortion 
in Ontario. 

The NDP does have the 
best po1i cy, electora1 and 
l e g i s l a t i v e programmes for 
"women's issues". Social 
democracy can readily accom­
modate the reforms demanded 
by 1i bera1 femin i sts. The 
NDP i s b u i l t on the labour 
movement and has h i s t o r i c a l ­
l y a l l i e d with popular demo­
cr a t i c grassroots organiza­
tions to strengthen i t s po­
pular and electoral base. 
I t s structure i s more demo­
cra t i c than that of the Con­
servatives or Liberals. 

We must not forget, how­
ever, that the name of the 
game for the NDP i s winning 
elections. I t s goal i s to 
capture the swing vote and 
hold i t at election time. 
This i s when we test i t s ac­
countability to the social 
movemen ts that support i t . 
When Howard Pawley's Manito­
ba government attacked the 
only free-standing abortion 
c l i n i c in the province, we 
were reminded of the d i f f e ­
rence between electoral op­
portunism and p o l i t i c a l a l l i ­
ance. We could not have ask­
ed for a clearer example of 
the gulf between our agenda 
and that of social democra­
cy. 

We can see the same kind 
of performance from the Onta­
r i o NDP on several key iss ­
ues: abortion and reproduc­
t i v e r i g h t s , racism and em­
ployment equity among them. 
The Ontario NDP won kudos 
from lesbians and gays for 
running a gay man in Toronto 
in the las t election. They 
also won some new electoral 
support. They haven't done 
anything, since, inside the 
party or publicly, to advan­
ce lesbian and gay r i g h t s . 

Excellent policies deal­
ing with a wide range of iss ­
ues remain jus t that: p o l i ­
cies which get reprinted ev­
ery two years in time for re­
gular conventions. On the 

hustings the NDP is talking 
about universal auto insur­
ance and protecting tourists 
from r i p - o f f t r a vel agencies 
(making the world safe for 
tourism). I t seems that the 
NDP only moves on our dem­
ands when they are under 
strong popular pressure and 
they can see electoral 
gains. These p r i o r i t i e s are 
e n t i r e l y consistent with the 
view of the NDP as a main­
stream p o l i t i c a l machine. 

As the federal NDP moves 
into second place we can ex­
pect a renewed period of 
courting and wooing. C r i t i ­
cal support for the NDP 
should depend, as always, on 

i t s response to our key 
demands. 

We must continue to work 
with a c t i v i s t s inside the 
party, while ensuring that 
our issues are not trans­
formed or modified to make 
them more acceptable to the 
leadership of the party. 

This does not mean that 
we are out to sa t i s f y the e l ­
ectoral aspirations of the 
NDP. The party w i l l not 
give us unconditional or uni­
l a t e r a l support. The party 
wants votes for electoral 
gain but without accounta­
b i l i t y . That i s why we must 
not confuse c r i t i c a l support 
on key issues with blanket 
support for the NDP. 
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Shopping with Sindee and Sandy 
by Sindee and Sandy 

"Style" wrote Alfred Hitch­
cock, " i s self-plagiarism." 

There are women I know who 
simply cannot shop - whose 
forays into clothing stores 
are a time of anxiety, ter­
ror and the overwhelming com­
pulsion to buy anything that 
looks halfway decent. Their 
driving need i s to get the 
hell out of the store and 
head for the nearest bar. 

Are you someone who can't 
buy anything? You have a 
job interview or your bro­
ther's wedding i s fast ap­
proaching and every time you 
head out to shop - the cloth­
es a l l look the same - col­
ours a l l merge together and 
you can't remember where you 
saw i t or what colour i t 
was. 

The problems inherent in 
buying clothes are not sim­
ple. I f I wear a dress do I 
shave my legs? — I f the 
dress i s sleeveless do I 
shave my underarms? One 
would think that after twen­
ty years of the women's move­
ment these dilemmas would no 
longer be relevant - but ho­
nest to God folks I have had 
discussions about the prob­
lems of body hair regularly 
in the l a s t few years. 

I must stop here and con­
fess that I have a lot of am­
bivalent feelings about this 
column. This seems so non-
serious that I can barely 
stand i t . But l i k e i t or 
not, how we look and how we 
feel about ourselves and our 
appearance i s important to 
a l l of us. While we can 
talk endlessly about the s t r ­
uggle for more choices in 
our l i v e s , most of us would 
probably l i k e to eliminate a 
lot of the choices when i t 
comes to shopping. 

I l i k e to shop - surprise, 
surprise - and so, I'm told, 
does Sindee. While Sindee 
i s a frequenter of church ba­
zaars, with the most amazing 
luck, I've recently started 
dropping into Holt Renfrew. 
Sometimes I enter from the 
basement shopping mall - an 
attempt at anonymity. In 
Holt Renfrew there are no 
bright lights, no loud music 
and no sales people overwhel­
ming you with unwanted atten­
tion. I don't often buy any­
thing, but the store exudes 
calm and quiet and allows me 
to indulge in one of my f a ­
vourite pastimes - feeling 
s i l k s h i r t s , stroking cash­
mere and fine wool sweaters, 
and Holt's has a wonderful 
chocolate counter on the f i r ­
s t floor. Fortified by the 
calm I'm ready to h i t Bloor 
Street again. 

My advice to those of you 
daunted by the task of acqui­
ring new clothing - go with 

a f r i e n d who a t the very l e a ­
s t doesn't hate shopping. 
Make i t an event - plan your 
route - wear comfortable c l o ­
thes - s t a r t e a r l y before 
the crowds ( sounds a b i t 
l i k e organizing for a demon­
s t r a t i o n ) - h i t the s t o r e s 
and plan a quiet lunch as a 
t r e a t or drop by the top of 
the Park Plaza - a balm for 
any anxious s o u l . 

A c t u a l l y the c l u e to suc­
c e s s f u l shopping i s r e a l i ­
zing that you have a s t y l e 
of your own - your own look. 
And you a c t u a l l y know what 
you want and don't want. 
Most importantly you should­
n't take any of t h i s too se­
r i o u s l y . 

Happy shopping. 

Women and Solidarity with Southern Africa 
by Sheryl Boswell 

A national workshop i s being 
planned for June 1988 to d i s ­
cuss: 
1) the need to mobilize Cana­
dian women in solidarity 
with the liberation struggl­
es within Southern Africa; 
2) the need to build aware­
ness of the role of women in 
the South Africa and Namibia 
liberation struggles and in 
the Front Line states;, and 
3) the need to build on what 
we bring as women to solidar­
i t y work. 
Those involved in the plan­

ning and design of the work­
shop have a commitment to en­
sure a participatory process 
before, during and after the 
workshop. Therefore, we 
would l i k e participation to 
be as representative as pos­
s i b l e . Registration i s limi­
ted to seventy-five p a r t i c i ­
pants. Two committees, plan­
ning and administration, 
have been formed and wi 11 
meet Saturday, February 13th 
and then every second Satur­
day thereafter in a central 
Toronto location. 

I f you are interested in 
being involved in the admini­
stration or planning of the 
workshop or would l i k e some 
information, please c a l l 
Sheryl at 537-8640. 



NO BAD WOMEN; 
JUST BAD LAWS 
by Debi Brock 

In 1984, new legislation was 

introduced to criminalize 

communication for the purpose 

o f prostitution ( B i l l C-49}, 

and as a result, prostitutes 

who woik the streets have 

endurëd i n t e n s e police 

harassment. Many have gone 

to j a i l as a result o f t h e 
B i l l . Over the p a s t year, 

police have begun to crack 

down on escort services as 

well. 

Prostitutes are now under 

further attack by the state 

through the inclusion of the 

offences of keeping a common 

bawdy house and living on the 

avails of prostitution i n a 

new B i l l designed to take the 

profit out of crime. Through 

B i l l C-Gl, anyone who i s 

charged with either of these 

offences would have a l l of 

her/his assets seized, from 

bank accounts right down to 

personal possessians. This 

means that prostitutes who 

work out of their own homes 

could loose everything, 

simply for trying to work 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y , o f f o f the 
s t r e e t s . Should t h e i r l o v e r s 
be charged with living on the 
avails of p r o s t i t u t i o n 
( a c c o r d i n g t o the law, anyone 

'who - l i v e s with a prostitute 

must be a pimp), her/his 

assets could also be seized. 

Should t h i s B i l l pass into 

law, l i f e will be made even 

more d i f f i c u l t for those 

prostitutes who s i m p l y want 
t o stay o f f of the streets, 

and d e t e r m l n e who they chooùc 

to l i v e with and/or 

financially support. Should 
t h i s B i l l pass into law, more 

prostitutes who currently 

work from t h e i r own homes 
will choose to take their 

chances on the s t r e e t (where 

a r r e s t i s inevitable), rather 

than r i s k l o s i n g e v e r y t h i n g 
t h a t t h e y own. 

While prostitution p e r xv i s 

not illegal, there i s no 

pi a ce from wh1ch lhey can 

work without c o m m i t t i n g a 

criminal offence. These 

women and men need to earn a 

l i v i n g l i k e everyone else. 

Yet i t i s clear t h a t t h e 
harassment of prostitutes i s 

intensifying. P r o s t i t u t i o n 
legislation, which i s based 

upon a conservative moral 

code, denies p r o s t i t u t e s the 

right to d i g n i t y w h i c h a l l 

workers should have, regard­

l e s s of occupation. We must 
join prostitutes' rights 

a c t i v i s t s i n condemning B i l l 

C-Sl and fighting for the 

deeriminalization of a l l 

p r o s t i t u t i o n related legisla­

tion. 

OliTllS DE PM 

Tools For Peace Toronto was able to purchase a trunkload of 
rubber boots for Nicaraguan women

9
 with funds partly raised 

through the benefit - "Let's Give Reagan The Boot Party." 
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This issue put together by: 
Sheryl Boswell, Debi Brock, 
Carolyn Egan, Nancy Farmer, 
Sandy Fox, Mary Gellatly, 
Shelly Gordon, N. de Plume, 
Jennifer Stevens. 

Our thanks to the Women's 
Press for the use of their 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

Signed a r t i c l e s do not neces­
s a r i l y r e f l e c t the views of 
the International Women's Day 
Committee, but those of the 
author. 

Rebel Girl 
Patsy Cline 
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