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NOT AN EASY 
The following speech was 
delivered by Sofia Monte­
negro, a Nicaraguan femi­
n i s t and j o u r n a l i s t , to a 
Womenf s Studies class at 
Laurent ian Un i vers i t y in 
Sudbury l a s t March. Sofia, 
34 years old, and senior 
editor for the Barricada 
newspaper, was invited to 
Ontario in honour of I n t e r ­
national Women's Day, by 
Canadian Action For Nicara­
gua and Toronto Tools For 
Peace. 

She toured the province 
for two weeks, v i s i t i n g ma­
ny smaller communities out­
side of Toronto. She had 
the opportunity to speak 
to broad sectors of the 
community ranging from 

— school students to 
trade unionists. 

Sofia, a member of the 
FSLN, played an important 
role in the f i n a l insurrec­
tion that overthrew the 
bloody Somoza dictatorship 
in 1979. She ran safehous-
es and delivered messages. 

Sofia begins her t a l k 
with a b r i e f outline of 
the history of the women's 
movement in Nicaragua but 
quickly moves into an i n t e ­
resting analysis of the s i ­
tuation today. 

Today, I'm going to discuss 
women's issues in Nicaragua, 
and perhaps we w i l l discover 
some generalities that women 
share. F i r s t I would l i k e 
to give you some background 
information that w i l l help 
you understand our situ a t i o n 
in Nicaragua today. 

Capitalism came late to 
Nicaragua in the 1950'sin 
the form of large planta­
tions of cotton and coffee 
under the control of r i c h 
landowners. This had a wide 
social impact on our country 
as i t disrupted the t r a d i ­
t i o n a l peasant family. Men 
were forced to migrate from 
plantation to plantation ac­
cording to the harvest. 
This created a nomad male 
population who created new 
fami 1ies wherever they 
went. A great number of wo­
men, l e f t behind with t h e i r 
children, became deeply impo­
verished and women then be­

came a very cheap labour re­
serve for the landlords. 
Often a woman's wages were 
included in her husband's sa­
lary as the family became a 
package deal. Women began 
to move to the c i t i e s where 
again they became exploited 
as cheap labour in the fac­
t o r i e s . 

Middle class women were 
re s t r i c t e d to careers in the 
l i b e r a l professions such as 
teachers or lawyers. The 
seal of a Spanish and Catho­
l i c culture further r e s t r i c t ­
ed the rights of women. 

Over 20 years ago, coi n c i ­
ding with the growth of femi­
nism in western society, wom­
en began to organize. Women 
began to develop a p o l i t i c a l 
a t t i tude towards equali t y 
and decided that they were 
one of the most exploited 
and impoverished part of the 
population. 

By 1969 women were involv­
ed i n the g u e r r i l l a move­
ment, which f i n a l l y l i b e r a t ­
ed the country in 1979. 
They were f i r s t involved in 
t r a d i t i o n a l roles, such as 
messengers or running safe-
houses, but gradually women 
began to f i g h t . The FSLN 
took into account the p a r t i ­
cular s i t u a t i o n of women in 
Nicaragua and included their 
demands in i t s p o l i t i c a l pro­
gram. An alliance was form­
ed not only to bring down 
the Somoza dictatorship but 
also to change the structure 
of society, a change that 
would guarantee the emancipa­
tion of women. 

By 1977 the women's move­
ment took another step and 
organized i t s e l f into what 
was known pr i o r to the revo­
l u t i o n as the National Assoc­
i a t i o n of Women. Women took 
to the streets not only be­
cause of th e i r demands but 
because t h e i r fathers, hus­
bands, brothers and sons had 
been either k i l l e d or impri­
soned and tortured by the 
Somoza regime. Women had be­
gun to rea 1 i ze that to 
change their status i t was 
necessary to change the sys­
tem; t h i s change had to be­
gin with bringing down the 
dictatorship. This was a pe­
riod when upper class women 
were not supposed to go out 

without a chaperon; so you 
can imagine the shock when 
thousands of women took up 
arms and started f i g h t i n g 
side by side with men. Tran­
scending t h e i r role of ser v i ­
tude, women became fighters 
themselves. 

Obviously t h i s changed 
the men's at t i t u d e towards 
women; women had become a 
strong p o l i t i c a l force in so­
ciety. For women i t meant 
gaining a great deal of se l f 
respect. 

After the revolution one 
of the f i r s t tasks was to 
make some sense out of the 
chaos. This meant the des­
tru c t i o n of the old system 
and the rebuilding of a new 
one. F i r s t and foremost ed­
ucation of the population 
was undertaken. Women were 
central in t h i s campaign 
that had one half of the po­
pulation teaching the other 
half how to read and w r i t e . 
The more we advanced the 
more we were changing our v i ­
sion of the world and wom­
en's consciousness evolved 
to an understanding that a 
na t i o n a l i s t and p a t r i o t i c a t ­
titude was needed to solve 
the problems of the country. 
A new sense of alliance be­
gan with women from a l l 
classes and with men. 

Our sit u a t i o n became a 
l i t t l e more d i f f i c u l t when 
aggression against us i n ­
creased i n 1984 from the US 

mercenary forces and rem­
nants of the Somoza regime. 
The women's movement had 
developed under the direc­
ti o n of AMNLAE; however when 
the f i g h t i n g increased, i t 
centered i t s e f f o r t s in what 
we c a l l "backing up the moth­
ers". Our organization be­
gan to shrink as some began 
to think that we were trea­
t i n g a l l women as mothers 
and not as women. But time 
has proven that t h i s was his­
t o r i c a l l y necessary. Moth­
ers were the most important 
sector at the time as alrea­
dy they had often los t 2 or 
3 loved ones before the i n ­
surrection, and once again 
young men were being called 
back to the mountains to de­
fend our country. The moth­
ers needed material and eco­
nomic aid as well as moral 
support. 

1984 was the worst year 
of aggression against our 
country as the Reagan admin-
i s t r a t ion had b u i I t up a 
force of 30,000 soldiers of 
fortune who were figh t i n g 
aga i ns t our revo1ution. 
They were destroying us and 
we had to change our tactics 
quickly. Usually i t takes a 
nation 20 years to build up 
an army but we had only a 
few years, and t h i s became a 
turning point i n our plans 
for defense. Since 100,000 

continued on page 3 

Sof ia Montenegro brings solidarity greetings to International Women's Day 



IWDC: ten year's of women's struggle 

The In ternat i ona1 Women' s 
Day Committee was founded in 
1978 by a group of women who 
had worked i n the c o a l i t i o n 
to organize Toronto's f i r s t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women1s Day 
march. (Hence the name.) 
For 10 years i t has been an 
ac t i v e m u l t i - i s s u e , 
s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t organiza­
t i o n , unique i n Canada and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , even i f on-
1y for i t s longev i t y . I t s 
h i s t o r y a t t e s t s to the neces­
s i t y f o r , and the r i c h n e s s 
of, an analys i s based on 
c l a s s , race and gender, not 
merely for understanding the 
s x tuat ion of women theore-
t i c a l l y , but for the develop­
ment of a mass action o r i e n t ­
ed p o l i t i c a l p r a c t i c e which 
seeks to l i b e r a t e women. 

We b e l i e v e that the pre­
sent c l a s s system maintains 
and perpetuates racism, sex­
ism and heterosexism, and 
must be overturned before 
these oppressions can be 
FINALLY eradicated. But we 
a l s o b e l i e v e that the 
women1 s movement, working 
c l a s s movement, a n t i - r a c i s t 
movement, and a l l progres­
s i v e movements must struggle 
against these s p e c i f i c op­
pressions as we work togeth­
er for a s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y . 

As s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t s we 
be l i e v e the concept of s e l f -
emancipation i s fundamental. 
We want not only to win the 
immédiate demands around 
which we organize, but we 
want to empower people 
through the process of 
change. T h i s i s why we take 
a mass action p e r s p e c t i v e . 
We bu i l d a l l i a n c e s with 
other oppressed groups i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the organizations 
of the working c l a s s . We r e ­
cognize that the s t a t e i s 
not n e u t r a l and that women's 
l i b e r a t i o n and the emancipa­
ti o n of a l l oppressed and ex­
p l o i t e d people w i l l only 
take place through c o l l e c ­
t i v e , mass a c t i o n . 

Our present p o l i t i c a l 
goal i s to help b u i l d a mass 
movement of women with an 
a n t i - r a c i s t , c l a s s perspec­
t i v e , with the broad p a r t i c i ­
pation and leadership of 
working c l a s s women and wom­
en of colour. We view c o a l i ­
t i o n p o l i t i c s as a step to­
ward th i s goa1, and have 
been very a c t ive i n a l l i ¬
ances such as the March 8th 
C o a l i t i o n , the Ontario C o a l i ­
t i o n for Abortion C l i n i c s , 
Women Working with Immigrant 
Women, and the Employment Eq­
u i t y A l l i a n c e . 

In b uilding a l l i a n c e s we 
wan t more than a un i ted 
front in the struggle for so­
c i a l i s m . We want more than 

simply to be supportive of 
each other's goals. We want 
to develop a t r u l y i n t e g r a t ­
ed a n a l y s i s and p r a c t i c e , so 
that the f i g h t against r a c ­
ism and women's oppression 
i s i n t e g r a l to the working 
c l a s s movement; so that the 
women1 s movement takes up a 
strong, a n t i - r a c i s t , c l a s s 
perspective i n i t s programs 
and s t r u c t u r e s ; so that the 
f i g h t against sexual regula-
ti o n _ i s integrated into ev­
ery movement for change. We 
beli e v e that c o a l i t i o n p o l i t ­
i c s can help us to gain the 
s e n s i t i v i t y , knowledge and 
exper i ence to overcome the 
problems of i s o l a t i o n we are 
presently facing in our move­
ments. We can learn not on­
l y how to integrate our 
struggl e s , but to develop 
the theory and str a t e g y of 
working in common i n p r a c t i ­
c a l and concrete wavs. 

During the l a s t ten years 
we have faced the same ques­
ti o n s and u n c e r t a i n t i e s a f ­
f e c t i n g most p o l i t i c a l orga­
n i z a t i o n s . At times we have 
been unsure of how to conso­
l i d a t e the gains we have 
made, or how to move f o r ­
ward, but we have developed 

a r i c h h i s t o r y , l i n k i n g the 
a n a l y t i c a l development of 
so c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s m with a 
c l e a r p o l i t i c a l p r a c t i c e . 
T h i s has allowed us to exam­
ine our perspectives and p r i ­
o r i t i e s , and has provided 
the foundation for our futu­
re d i r e c t i o n s . 

We want to express our ap-
prec i a t i on to the hundred s 
of s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t s who 
have worked with us, as our 
s i s t e r s and our comrades, o¬
ver the past ten years! 
Each of you has enriched the 
organization and p a r t i c i p a t ­
ed i n the development of i t s 
p o l i t i c s . Together we have 
made a s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n ­
ce in the f i g h t for women's 
l i b e r a t i o n in Toronto. 

There are many questions 
which we are s t i l l seeking 
answers to. We intend to 
con t i nue both our a c t i v i sm 
in the working c l a s s , a n t i — 
r a c i s t and s o c i a l movements, 
and our a n a l y t i c a l education 
and d i s c u s s i o n s . We hope 
our combination of a c t i v i s m 
and a n a l y s i s w i l l continue 
to develop and c l a r i f y our 
p o l i t i c a l understanding and 
strengthen our p a r a c t i c e in 
p o l i t i ca1 struggle. 

Some founding members of IWDC gather at the 10th Anniversary benefit: (L to R) 
Marg Moores, Linda Briskin, Maureen Hynes, Sue Colley, Charlene Ganage, Sandy Fox, 
Carolyn Egan, Sue Genge, Shelly Gordon. 
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We are a s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t 
group which operates on the 
p r i n c i p l e that mass action i s 
our most e f f e c t i v e instrument 
of change. We be1i eve tha t 
the oppression of women touch­
es every aspect of our l i v e s 
and that the l i b e r a t i o n of wo­
men w i l l require fundamental 
changes i n the st r u c t u r e of 
so c i e t y . 

We hold bi-weekly meetings 
where our p o l i c y and o v e r a l l 
d i r e c t i o n are determined. 
Smaller committees work on 
s p e c i f i c events or is s u e s or 
in d i f f e r e n t c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . 

We welcome new members. For 
more information phone Nancy 
at 531-6608. 

Word processing done by: 
Rexdale Community M i c r o S k i l l s 
Development Centre. (Rexdale 
M i c r o S k i l l s i s an on-the-job 
t r a i n i n g program for immi­
grant women in microfilm and 
automated o f f i c e procedures. 
For more information phone 
247-7181.) 

Thi s issue put together by: 
Helen Armstrong, Sheryl 
Boswell, Debi Brock, Carolyn 
Egan, Nancy Farmer, Sandy 
Fox, Mary G e l l a t l y , S h e l l y 
Gordon, G i l l i a n Morton, N. de 
Plume, Jennifer Stephen, 
Karen Whyte. 

Our thanks to the Women1 s 
Press for the use of t h e i r 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

Signed a r t i c l e s do not neces­
s a r i l y r e f l e c t the views of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Day 
Committee, but those of the 
author. 



Not an easy task" continued 

continued from paqe 1 
men a year were called to de­
fend our country, i t p r a c t i ­
c a l l y l e f t control of the 
economy and production in 
the hands of women - women 
who were recently l i t e r a t e , 
women who were f u l l of enthu­
siasm but who lacked experi­
ence. I t also created anoth­
er phenomenon; a t r i p l e work 
day. Women had not only to 
do their own work but also 
the work of the man that was 
m is s i ng, and domest i c 
chores. This was very 
stre s s f u l for many women but 
slowly, slowly they became 
con f i den t and acqu i red a 
greater sense of personal 
dignity. They also realized 
they were not as dependent 
on men as they had thought 
and t h i s created another 
problem. 

War doesn't c i v i l i z e any­
one and the men hadn't been 
l i v i n g through the same proc­
ess as the women. There was 
a large gap between the lev­
e l of consciousness achieved 
by women and men. When men 
returned after two years of 
m i l i t a r y service to t h e i r 
homes, they often didn't rec­
ognize the women they had 
l e f t behind. This person 
and the old rules of the 
-gscne" "had changed. Many men 
resisted these changes and 
the response has been vio­
lent. We have the social 
syndrome of "battered women" 
in Nicaragua. Part of t h i s 
stems from the violent times 
we are l i v i n g i n . 

So today we are not only 
facing a m i l i t a r y and deep 
economical c r i s i s , but also 
an equally strong emotional 
c r i s i s between men and wom­
en. The foundations of our 
society have been r e a l l y 
shaken and the old role mod­
els w i l l not be tolerated. 
In time of war i t is d i f f i ­
c u l t to think c l e a r l y and 
sort a l l t h i s out. I t ' s an 
emotional c r i s i s for men to 
discover that t h e i r r e l a t i o n ­
ships with women won't 
l a s t . The divorce rate has 
increased and women are look­
ing for another alternative 
to marriage. I f they are go­
ing to get involved with a 
man they wan t to s i gn a 
"Peace Accord" f i r s t . Men 
are resisting the change and 
the new social roles women 
are playing. Many men are 
demanding that a woman 
choose either the revolution 
or him and, naturally, women 
are choosing the revolution. 
This trauma goes deep inside 
us, but at the same time wom­
en are s t i l l pressing for 
more change. I t i s true 
that the revolution has open­
ed many doors for women; how­
ever we have found that 
there i s an i n v i s i b l e b a r r i ­
er that prevents women from 

getting ahead, ideological 
barriers of culture and cus­
toms. O f f i c i a l l y we have 
equality established i n our 
constitution. The problem 
is how to make i t a social 
r e a l i t y . 

For the last three years 
the women's movement has 
been engaged in a hot debate 
with the government about 
the women's agenda. Of 
course there was a current 
that wished to postpone t h i s 
debate u n t i l we have peace 
or u n t i l socialism comes 
(god only knows when that 
w i l l be), but not now. Oth­
ers would attack femin i sm 
and feminists. Others ar­
gued about how best to imple­
ment these demands. The 
challenge that the Sandin-
i s t a Government has present­
ed to us — that i s the wom­
en 1 s movement — i s to de­
vise a strategy, to create a 
proposal for feminism for an 
underdeveloped country, un­
derdeveloped i n the cond i -
tions of war, c r i s i s and pov­
erty, without endangering 
the national unity. This i s 
no easy task! A major gain 
was won March 8, 1987 when 
the government established 
i t s o f f i c i a l position on the 
women's question. I t stated 
that "women's problems" 
weren 1t women's problems but 
were society's. I t took the 
position that the struggle 
for emancipation should be 
continued together with the 
m i l i t a r y task of defending 
the country. There are 14 
p o l i t i c a l parties in Nicara­
gua from the l e f t to the 
r i g h t ; only the FSLN has i n ­
cluded i n th e i r p o l i t i c a l 
program any propositions for 
changing the status of wom­
en. 

The Sandinista Frente 
gave us a year to develop a 
blueprint for emancipation. 
For the la s t three years we 
have been studying the d i f ­
ferent experiences of women 
around the world. In the de­
veloped countries changes 
have been made by evolution. 
In underdeveloped countries 
which are subjected to f o r ­
eign dom inat ion or repres-
sive regimes, i t has become 
clear to us that the only 
way i s to change the system. 
We do believe that any gains 
made by women i n the western 
countries have an impact; 
they w i l l immediately be re­
flected i n the social a t t i ­
tudes a l l over the world. 
In S o c i a l i s t countries, per­
haps the women have better 
conditions and better status 
but they s t i l l aren't emanci­
pated. Socialist men are 
s t i l l machista, more re­
fined, more eloquent, but in 
their souls s t i l l machista. 
Our advantage i s that we 
have a type of laboratory to 
experiment i n , to see what 

w i l l work best in our situa ­
t i o n , and we have a govern­
ment that has no dogmatic a t ­
titudes. 

So we have decided that 
our strategy must consist of 
three p i l l a r s : 
1. In order to emancipate 

women, the revolution 
must survive, therefore 
we must defend i t . 

2. I t i s necessary to break 
the sexual divisions of 
labour as wel 1 as the 
class divisions. 

3. I t i s necessary that wom­
en claim the ownership of 
the i r own bodies and the 
state must provide the 
cond i t i ons to make t h i s 
possible, through laws 
and access to health 
care. 

We see t h i s plan of struggle 
for the next twenty years as 
moving from the most basic 
demands to the more complex. 
We must have a structure to 
ensure the sexual education 
of our society. In order to 
solve the problems of women 
there are three variables 
that must be contemplated 
and analysed: gender, class 
and age. 

We are changing from an 
organization of women to a 
movement or a collection of 
movements. We want to un­
derstand the demands of d i f ­
ferent social sectors, such 
as peasant women and c i t y 
women, and to establish 
l i n k s over single issues to 
have a greater impact or quo­
ta of p o l i t i c a l power. We 
w i l l have a national 
assembly of women represent­
ing the d i f f e r e n t sectors i n 
our society; the factory 
workers, the peasants, the 
in t e l l e c t u a l s and the a r t ­
i s t s . We w i l l meet and d i s ­
cuss our objectives and meas­
ure the advancement towards 
our goal of achieving f u l l 
emancipation. 

On the question of abor­
t i o n , we cannot lead a f i g h t 
for i t s legalization u n t i l 
we have educated the popula­
t i o n . I f i t i s not fought 
for by the base of women and 
i s decreed from above i t 
w i l l mean an automatic con­
frontation with the V a t i c a n 
and more problems for the re­
volution . The state has 

t o l d us to s t a r t t h i s cam­
paign and i t w i l l back us 
up. 

The p o l i t i c a l conditions 
and the v i t a l experiences 
women have faced over the 
las t decade have led to the 
appearance of a feminist con­
sciousness. Even though i t 
i s s t i l l not very vocal i t 
i s ever present in our a t t i ­
tude towards our lives and 
society and towards men. We 
are beginning to complain 
about chauvinistic a t t i ­
tudes. We are asking for 
dig n i t y . Just as we w i l l 
not accept a larger nation's 
attempt to destroy us and 
h i t us, we w i l l not accept 
t h i s from men either. We 
are beginning to monitor the 
media and public speeches 
made by our leaders. Women 
are encouraged to speak out 
against mistreatment. The 
Minister of the I n t e r i o r , 
who i s responsible for regu­
l a t i n g the media, happens to 
be a woman. This March one 
of the smal1er newspapers 
published an expl o i t i v e pic­
ture of a woman. This i s 
against the law, so the pub­
l i c a t i o n was fined. Another 
newspaper which was c r i t i c a l 
of the government making 
such a fuss over a photo of 
a women with almost no 
clothes on, reproduced i t . 
They also were penalized. 

This i s more or less the 
way women are thinking i n 
N i ca rag ua and now we must 
change the way men think. 
As women with our point of 
view we have the responsibil­
i t y to devise an alternative 
way of thinking for men, 
something with which men can 
id e n t i f y . This i s necessary 
to establish a p o l i t i c a l a l ­
liance with men, to change 
the world. This i s the way 
a new man, and a new woman 
w i l l be born in Nicaragua. 
As women with our point of 
view we have the responsibil­
i t y to devise an alternative 
way of thinking for men, 
something with which men can 
id e n t i f y . This i s necessary 
to establish a p o l i t i c a l a l ­
liance with men, to change 
the world. This i s way a 
new man, and a new woman 
w i l l be born in Nicaragua. 

Nancy Farmer (IWDC) and So f ia Montenegro march on International Women's Day 
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DANGERS AND OPPORT 
I t has been over two months 
since the h i s t o r i c Supreme 
Court decision on abortion, 
two long months that have 
been alternately confusing 
and exhilarating. We knew 
that whatever i t s r u l i n g , 
the Supreme Cour t was not 
going to be the end of the 
struggle — that i t i s r e a l ­
l y only the beginning of the 
next stage. 

The next few months are 
c r u c i a l , not simply for the 
abortion rights movement, 
but for the women's movement 
as a whole. I f we are able 
to push on to win f u l l and 
equal access to free abor­
t i o n for a l l women, then we 
w i l l have achieved a major 
vi c t o r y . The fierce counter­
attack from state and con­
servative forces threatens 
to set back a l l feminist 
struggles. So, what i s the 
way forward to make the prom­
ise of the Supreme Court v i c ­
tory a r e a l i t y for a l l wom­
en? Before looking at the 
tasks ahead I want to review 
b r i e f l y the strategy that 
brought us to t h i s point. 
The C l i n i c Strategy 

The Court's decision to 
throw out the abortion law 
was not simply a result of 
persuasive legal arguments 
or the "wisdom" of the 
judges. Rather, i t was the 
result of a campaign begun 
in 1982, the work of thou­
sands of reproductive rights 
a c t i v i s t s and supporters in 
the women's movement, l e s b i ­
an and gay groups, unions, 
imnigrant organizations, 
churches and many other com­
munity groups. In a funda­
mental sense t h i s i s a v i c t o ­
ry for a l l of us in the 
struggle against state regu­
l a t i o n of our reproductive 
and sexual l i v e s . Moreover, 
i t demonstrates that change 
can take place through the 
strength of a movement. 

The Ontario Coalition for 
Abortion Clinics (OCAC) was 
established in 1982 by a c t i v ­
i s t s from the women's health 
movement who were appalled 
by increasingly limited and 
unequal access to abortion 
and the demeaning treatment 
women were receiving. Our 
goal was the establishment 
of free-standing c l i n i c s as 
the best way to provide 
women-centred abortion and 
other reproductive health 
care and to force the repeal 
of the federal law. Femi­
nist s had been unsuccess­
f u l l y lobbying the govern­
ment with b r i e f s d e t a i l i n g 
the cr i s i s of accès s and 
pressuring hospitals to i n ­
crease access for years. We 
looked to the experience of 
Quebec where feminists and 

tne i r supporters had been 
able to win far better abor­
t i o n services through 
c l i n i c s . 

With the strategy of open­
ing c l i n i c s in d i r e c t d e f i ­
ance of the law, we had a 
number of goals. The c l i n ­
ics would f i r s t of a l l pro­
vide women with desperately 
needed services. In doing 
so they would highlight the 
c r i s i s of access to abortion 
and the oppressive nature of 
the existing law. More im­
portantly, we believed that 
set t i n g up and defend i ng 
c l i n i c s would provide a v i ­
t a l spark to galvanize and 
build the choice movement. 
By d i r e c t l y challenging the 
state, the c l i n i c s would be 
a l i v i n g symbol of our deter­
mination and a r a l l y i n g 
point for p o l i t i c a l mobiliza­
t i o n . OCAC s p o l i t i c a l per­
spective integrated the de­
mand for c l i n i c s , which a¬
rose i n i t i a l l y out of the 
women1 s health movement, 
with s o c i a l i s t feminist p r i n ­
ciples of mass action, move­
ment building and putting 
maximum pressure on the 
state. 
Strategy Into Practice 

From the s t a r t we knew 
that once a c l i n i c was estab­
lished our movement would 
face an immediate counter­
attack from the state. C l i n ­
i c s t a f f would be charged 
and that would put our strug­
gle in the courts. But even 
when forced to respond to 
the state, we t r i e d to con­
struct a p o l i t i c a l agenda to 
our advantage. We used the 
court cases to put the state 
on t r i a l by demonstrating 
the c r i s i s of abortion care 
and i t s impact on women's 
health. We always believed 
that no ju r y would convict 
physicians performing safe 
abortions in c l i n i c s and so 
far we have been r i g h t . The 
f a i l u r e to convict these phy­
sicians put the state in a 
d i f f i c u l t position: i f i t 
continued to prosecute doc­
tors through acq u i t t a l a f t e r 
a c q u i t t a l then the basic 
fairness and legitimacy of 
the legal system i t s e l f 
could be called into ques­
tion . Sooner or l a t e r , 
either c l i n i c s would have to 
be recognized regardless of 
the federal law, as had been 
the case in Quebec for 
years, or the law i t s e l f 
would have to be changed. 

This does not mean that 
we saw the legal system to 
be the s i t e of our struggle 
to win abortion r i g h t s . We 
always saw the basis of our 
strength to be i n building 
the broadest possible move­
ment and i n developing a l l i ­

ances with other progressive 
struggles. We often had e¬
vents in which 40 or 50 
groups participated, showing 
the breadth of support for 
choice. That the Ontario 
Federation of Labour, the 
NDP, the NAC and other fem­
i n i s t leaders spoke at a l l 
our r a l l i e s and demos re­
inforced t h i s show of sup­
port. We worked to maintain 
a v i s i b l e presence on the 
streets in actions ranging 
from demonstrations of thou­
sands to q u e r i l l a theatre. 

Mass action has been the 
cru c i a l strategy of our move­
ment on several levels. In 
general, d i r e c t and s p i r i t e d 
activism demonstrates our de­
termination and resistance 
in the most v i s i b l e way and 
serves to a t t r a c t new people 
into the struggle. More con­
cretely, we never l e t an 
attack against us go unchal­
lenged , from the arson at 
the c l i n i c that destroyed 
the Women's Bookstore to 
anti-choice harassment; spe­
c i f i c actions can be cr u c i a l 
at particular points. We 
have heard that when a 

close the c l i n i c s . The gov-
further series of charges 
were l a i d in 1986 after the 
Scott C l i n i c opened i n Toron­
to , some members of the pro­
v i n c i a l cabinet wanted to 
eminent was deterred by the 
potential widespread opposi­
tio n t h i s would engender not 
least because we had orga­
nized an immediate highly-
charged protest demonstra­
tion to put the maximum pres­
sure on the state. 

OCAC has organized a cam­
paign with a very specific 
focus. However, we always 
posed our demands in the con­
text of a number of inderde-
pendent struggles — from au­
tonomous midwifery to univer­
sal daycare, from employment 
equity to the capacity to de­

fine and l i v e independent 
sexualities — which must be 
fought and won for women to 
con t r o1 thei r bod i es and 
their l i v e s . Reproductive 
and sexual freedom i n the 
widest sense i s our ultimate 
goal. We have found t h i s 
broader reproductive rights 
perspective to be v i t a l , not 
simply because i t r e f l e c t s 
the r e a l i t y of women's 
li v e s , but because linking 
up these various struggles 
strengthens us a l l . 

We knew the struggle for 
abortion rights would be 
long and complex, involving 
many d i f f e r e n t stages and 
d i f f i c u l t p o l i t i c a l deci­
sions. For example, the 
Morgentaler C l i n i c was cru­
c i a l to the whole campaign, 
not simply for the services 
i t provided, but as a focal 
point for p o l i t i c a l organiz­
ing. This f i r s t c l i n i c 
would not — and could not 
in the circumstances — f u l ­
f i l l our ultimate goal of 
comprehensive woman-centered 
reproductive care. But i t 
was essenti a1 to cha1lenge 
p o l i t i c a l l y the existing 
state and medical regulation 
of abortion. I f we had been 
defeated at t h i s i n i t i a l 
stage we would never*" ha'JiL '"̂  
the opportunity to achieve 
our long-term goals. 

Some argued that the 
f i r s t c l i n i c should be owned 
and controlled by the 
women's community and run by 
a woman physician. But 
these p o s s i b i l i t i e s and re­
sources simply were not a¬
vailable. Others remembered 
the experience of Quebec, 
where the c l i n i c campaign 
had the tremendous advantage 
of being part of a broad up­
surge of feminist and l e f t 
p o l i t i c a l movements, and dou­
bted that we could succeed 
without these favourable con­
d i t i o n s . Such dilemmas 
point to the fact that we 
cannot choose the p o l i t i c a l 
and ideological t e r r a i n upon 
which we f i g h t . We could 
either wait for conditions 
to become perfect, or we 

could begin the f i g h t to 
transform the p o l i t i c a l con­
st r a i n t s and obstacles we 
faced. We believed that 
seizing the i n i t i a t i v e 
through establishing and de­
fending a c l i n i c was v i t a l 
i n order to b u i l d a strong 
movement. 
The Supreme Court: Not the  
End of the Struggle 

I t was t h i s strategy that 
brought us to the Supreme 
Court's decision. The r u l ­
ing accomplished one of our 
major goals: the repeal of a 
law which, as we had been ar­
guing for years (now to be 



In the Abortion Struggle 
echoed by the C o u r t ) , was 
profound1y inequ i t a b l e and 
dangerous to women1 s 
h e a l t h . The d e c i s i o n a l s o 
lega1i zed the c l i n i c s that 
we had been f i g h t i n g to de­
fend. We always knew, how­
ever , that repeal of the 

abortion law would not guar­
antee f u l l access to free 
abortion. 
Anti-Feminist Counter-Attack 

The l i m i t s of even the 
^fflastf^ dramatic l e g a l v i c t o r y 
were q u i c k l y revealed. The 
Court d e c i s i o n did not grant 
unqua1i f i ed r i ght to abor¬
tion and i t c l e a r l y l e f t the 
way open for new, presumably 
l e s s manifestly u n f a i r , l e g ­
i s l a t i o n . The Conservative 
federal government has s t a t ­
ed that i t plans to bring in 
l e g i s l a t i o n soon. 

Severa1 prov i nces de­
c l a r e d that they would not 
expand abortion s e r v i c e s or 
allow c l i n i c s . Most extreme 
of a l l . Premier Vander Zalm 
of B r i t i s h Columbia e x p l i c ­
i t l y a l l i e d himself with the 
'pr o-1i fe' r e a c t i on and 
t r i e d to fund p u b l i c l y only 
those abortions in which a 
woman's l i f e was 
threatened. A c t i v i s t s and 
choice supporters in B.C. 
were outraged and q u i c k l y 
organized a demonstration of 
3,000 choice supporters. 
The C i v i l L i b e r t i e s Asso­
c i a t i o n s u c c e s s f u l l y c h a l ­
lenged the r e s t r i c t i o n s on 
p u b l i c funding in the 
court. The B.C. C o a l i t i o n 
for abortion c l i n i c s has i n ­
t e n s i f i e d i t s work and i t s 
c l i n i c should be opening 
s h o r t l y . Other provinces 
have attempted to maintain 
regulation of abortion by 
requiring the approval of a 
second phys i c i an. Obv ious1y 
the struggle w i l l s t i l l have 
to be fought province by 
province as w e l l as on the 
fede r a l l e v e l . 

In addition to s t a t e a t ­
tacks, we have witnessed a 
v i c i o u s a n t i - c h o i c e back­
l a s h . Anti-choice organiza­
t i o n s have been able to use 
t h e i r superior f i n a n c i a l r e ­
sources to launch a s u s t a i n ­
ed propaganda b l i t z and lob­

by of p o l i t i c i a n s . 
C r u c i a l Period for  
Reproductive Rights 

The Supreme Court d e c i ­
sion o f f e r s the opportunity 
to make a r e a l advance for 
women's capacity to control 
the i r bod i es and the i r 
l i v e s . But there i s a l s o 
p o t e n t i a l danger. Abortion 
has long been one of the ma­
jor mechanisms of s t a t e (and 
medical) regulation of 
women's s e x u a l i t y and repro­
duction. Regulation of abor­
tion i s one of the key ways 
i n wh i ch women are den i ed 
the c a p a c i t y to c o n t r o l 
whether, when and under what 
circumstances they w i l l bear 
c h i l d r e n . And t h i s lack of 
c o n t r o l i s c e n t r a l to main­
t a i n i n g women's o v e r a l l sub­
ordination. Moreover, abor­
t i o n i s a 'condensed symbol' 
of a l l that the r i g h t hates 
and f e a r s from feminism, and 
has become the c u t t i n g edge 
of r i g h t wing attempts to 
r o l l back the women's 
movement's gains. T h i s im­
portance of abortion under­
l i e s the f i erce c o u n t e r — 
attack from s t a t e and r i g h t — 
wing f o r c e s . 

There i s much to win here 
— a n d there i s much to l o s e . 
We have an opportunity for a 
tremendous advance i f the l e ­
gal v i c t o r y of the Supreme 
Court can be transformed i n ­
to winning f r e e and equal a c ­
cess to abortion for a l l wom­
en. But i f we are turned 
back here, i f the s t a t e and 
r i g h t are able to prevent us 
from making the promise of 
the Court d e c i s i o n a r e a l i t y 
in women's l i v e s , then i t 

w i l l be a setback for a l l 
our s t r u g g l e s . That i s why 
t h i s i s such a c r u c i a l junc­
ture not j u s t for abortion 
r i g h t s , but for the women's 
movement as a whole. 
Now I s the Time to Mobilize 

How can we c a p i t a l i z e on 
the oppor tun i t i e s presented 
by the Supreme Court r u l i n g 
to win f u l l and equal access 
to f r e e abortion for women 
in every community i n Cana­
da? How can we beat back 
the harsh counter-attack 
from s t a t e and a n t i - c h o i c e 
f o r c e s ? 

We are working c l o s e l y 
with our counterpart repro­
ductive r i g h t s groups from 
other reg ions and na t i ona1 
feminist organizations, sup­
porting each other i n t h i s 
c r i t i c a l period. We held a 
s t r a t e g y meeting with a c t i v ­
i s t groups s h o r t l y a f t e r the 
Court d e c i s i o n and a network 
of mass action reproductive 
r i g h t s groups i s being form­
ed. A s e r i e s of coordinated 
protes t s against recrim-
i n a l i z a t i o n of abortion i s 
taking place across the coun­
t r y i n May 1988 and a major 
demonstration i s being plan­
ned for September i n  
Ottawa. We are a l s o pressur­
ing the fed e r a l government 
to f u l f i l l i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i ­
ty to ensure u n i v e r s a l and 
equal access to health c a r e , 
including abortion, across 
the country. We are demand­
ing that the fed e r a l govern­
ment penalize provinces r e ­
fusing to provide u n i v e r s a l 
access by holding back c o s t -
shared funding, as they did 
to prevent e x t r a - b i l l i n g . 

Here i n Ontario the prov­
ince has already been forced 
to drop the h o s p i t a l commit­
tees formerly required to ap­
prove abortions and to pro-
v ide OHIP funding to the 
e x i s t i n g c l i n i c s . OCAC i s 
working with other reproduc­
t i v e r i g h t s groups, women's 
health networks and advo­
c a t e s , community health ac­
t i v i s t s , women's centres and 
feminist organizations. We 
w i l l be pressing the prov­
ince to fund any community 
health centre that wants to 
provide abortions and to e s ­
t a b l i s h q u i c k l y a new net­
work of community c l i n i c s 
providing abortion and r e l a t ­
ed s e r v i c e s across Ontario. 

What i s needed i s 
p u b l i c l y funded c l i n i c s i n 
every community, working in 
every language and providing 
a l l the care women need, 
from s a f e and e f f e c t i v e con­
traception to abortion, from 
b i r t h i n g and midwifery to 
well-woman and well-baby 
c a r e , and from sexual i ty 
counsel1i ng to reproducti ve 

technology developed accord­
ing to women ' s needs and 
p r i o r i t i e s . We w i l l s e t t l e 
for nothing l e s s . 

T h i s struggle has a l s o 
taken place a t the l e v e l of 
moral d i scourse. Although 
one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
l a s t i n g e f f e c t s of our move­
ment may be our populariza­
t i o n of the b a s i c idea of 
choice, i t has been far more 
d i f f i c u l t to define the over­
a l l terms of public debate 
around abortion. For exam­
p l e , i n the post-Supreme 
Court period there has been 
much media and public conc­
ern with l a t e abortion. 
While the spectre of i r r e ­
sponsible and r e c k l e s s women 
having abortions up to the 
moment of b i r t h has been 
sei z e d upon by the more l u ­
r i d a n t i - c h o i c e commenta­
t o r s , many l i b e r a l and some 
pro-choice supporters worry 
about an increase of l a t e 
abortions without l e g i s l a ­
t i o n . Our response has been 
to turn t h i s question 
around, to argue that the 
answer l i e s in preventive 
measures — e s p e c i a l l y i n 
equal access to comprehen­
s i v e care and counsel1i ng 
and in changing those circum­
stances that bring women to 
the dilemma of l a t e abor­
t i o n s — not in prosecuting 
women and t h e i r health care 
providers. We t r y to put 
the onus back on the s t a t e 
to take up i t s p u b l i c respon­
s i b i l i t y for such preventive 
healt h measures and to en­
sure equal access to a l l 
needed reproductive c a r e . 
And we t r y to put the focus 
back on women and the condi­
tions necessary for t h e i r 
autonomy. 

continued on page 8 



I.S. Challenged 
by Mary G e l l a t l y 

I found i t iron i c that Nancy 
Nicol, International Socia­
l i s t s ( I . S , ) , closed the de­
bate on "The Way forward for 
the Abortion Struggle" with 
the statement, "The I.S. has 
unconditional support for 
OCAC but brings c r i t i c i s m of 
.i t s strategy." I understand 
" c r i t i c a l support" but thi s 
c e r t a i n l y i s a new one. 
Nicol and the I.S. have con­
s i s t e n t l y targeted and d i s ­
torted OCAC s strategy i n 
public forums; the ef f e c t , 
i f not the in t e n t , i s to d i s ­
credit OCAC. P o l i t i c a l d i s ­

cussion and debate is essen­
t i a l ; however, one i s usual­
l y more successful i f the 
cri t i c i s m s are brought into 
a movement, rather than sta­
ted from the sidelines. 

OCAC co-sponsored the de­
bate, held March 31, because 
i t f i n a l l y gave us the oppor­
t u n i t y to d i r e c t l y address 
and discuss the I.S.' c r i t i ­
cisms, levelled at us in 
thei r paper, (Socialist Wor­ 
ker, March/87 and March/88) 
and Nicol 1s construction and 
cr i t i q u e i n the video, "The 
Struggle for Choice" (see 
discussion. Rebel G i r l s , 
Vol.1 No.3). After having 
worked i n OCAC a number of 
years, I was p a r t i c u l a r l y i n ­
terested i n the opportunity 
to d i scuss and understand 
what the I.S. r e a l l y means 
when i t says we have a " l e ­
gal strategy". 

Carolyn Egan, speaking on 
behalf of OCAC, outlined the 
rationale for the c l i n i c 
strategy. Launched six 
years ago at a c r i t i c a l pe­
riod of state and medical 
cutbacks on access to hospi­
t a l abortion procedures, the 
c l i n i c strategy was a major 
offensive to d i r e c t l y chal­
lenge state regulation of wo­
men's reproduction. The cam­
paign was not based on the 
defense of the doctors, but 
on the longer term struggle 
for women's reproductive and 
sexual freedom — women's l i ­
beration. Not only was the 
strategy contextualized i n a 
whole range of demands, but 
i t was predicated on the un­
derstanding that a legal 
r i g h t to abortion w i l l never 
be enough. In a gender, 
race and class divided socie­
t y , the r i g h t to choose w i l l 
remain an i l l u s i o n unless 
real access i s provided re­
gardless of race, class, 
age, d i s a b i l i t y or geogra­
phical location. While we 
knew the doctors would be 
charged, the campaign did 
not rest on the legal para­
meters established by the 
court proceedings. Like 
s t r i k i n g workers who defy 
back-to-work l e g i s l a t i o n , we 
can mobi1i ze around state 
attacks. The c l i n i c s t r a ­
tegy was a t o o l , a catalyst 
to building a broad-based 
movement — a movement with 
the capacity to mobilize. 

Nancy Nicol* s presenta­
t i o n l e f t many questions un-
addressed. She referred 
b r i e f l y to OCACs "largely 
legal strategy" but did not 
respond to Carolyn Egan's 
walk through history. So 
maybe t h i s was not the real 
point of contention.... 

Nancy went on to argue 
that the struggle for abor­
t i o n rights must be a wor­
king class struggle (who 
would argue?) located in the 

unionized health care and so­
c i a l service workers. Now 
Carolyn, a long-time health 
care worker, had just de­
scribed how, after 9 years 
of f i g h t i n g unsuccessfully a¬
gainst decreasing hospital 
access and cutbacks, health 
care workers had launched 
the campaign. Moreover, she 
had outlined among our sup­
port base, the public sector 
unions, Ontario Nurses Asso­
c i a t i o n , Registered Nurses 
Association of Ontario, 
Alberta Nurses and so on. 
The question must not be so 
much "who" but "where" and 
"how". 

"It is imperative to build a 
broad-based movement that 
not only has the capacity to 
mobilize, but speaks to the 
realities of our lives. 

The I.S. argues that re­
form on abortion rights can 
only be won through the 
struggle of the working 
class — part of a struggle 
that " w i l l b uild the c o n f i ­
dence and capacity to eventu­
a l l y challenge c a p i t a l i s t 
r u l e . " Many of us working 
i n OCAC also believe that 
the struggle for choice i s 
part of a larger struggle a¬
gainst class oppression. 
However, unlike the I.S., we 
believe that we must i n t e ­
grate an analysis of gender 
and race oppression and sup­
port an autonomous women's 
movement i n order to build a 
united movement. How we ex­
perience class oppression i s 
mediated by our race and gen­
der — t h i s must be central 
to our analysis and our 
struggle. I t i s imperative 
to b uild a broad-based move­
ment that not only has the 
capacity to mobilize but 
speaks to the r e a l i t i e s of 
our l i v e s . I t means not on­
l y working i n trade unions 
(which i s fundamentally im­
portant) , but also i n the wo­
men' s movement, lesbian and 
gay communities, anti-racism 
organizations; and building 
alliances with other popular 
movements. 

The I.S. points to the 
gains made i n Quebec during 
the Common Front as the mo­
del for OCACs way of orga­
nizing. No one would argue 
wi th the fact that the 
Common Front struggle set 
the stage for the v i c t o r y i n 
Quebec which saw the federal 
abortion law declared unen­
forceable and the establish­
ment of free-standing and 
community health c l i n i c s pro­
viding medically insured a¬
bortions. 

Yes, reforms are won dur­
ing periods of militancy. A 
quest i on tha t I have for 
I.S. i s , Why do they f a i l to 
address the fact that Ontar­
io was at a t o t a l l y d i f f e r ­
ent conjuncture when the 
campa i gn wa s launched ? We 
did not have the same kind 
of working class militancy. 
Organized working women 
were, however, playing a 
sig n i f i c a n t role through j 
major strikes and placing 
broader social and ideologi­
cal issues on the agenda. A 
potential for mobilization : 
was there. OCAC f e l t i t was 
important not to wait for a 
more "favourable climate." 
Would the I.S. have waited 
for an upsurge in working 
class militancy? 

A more pressing question, 
perhaps, i s how they view 
transitional/transformative 
demands and reforms dur ing 
periods of downturn. And 
why i s the I.S. not in prac­
t i s e in popular movements du¬
r ing these per i ods? The 
fact that they claim the 
Supreme Court rul i n g which 
struck down the federal abor­
t i o n law, was a product 
largely of the struggles and 
gains of the Common Front 
during the mid-1970's, rath­
er than the cont inued -mobi lAa»—. 
zation and campaigns in 
Quebec and Ontario, implies 
that they do not believe re­
form can take place during a 
downturn. 

The I.S. views the 
Supreme Cour t dec i s ion as 
proof that a "legal 
strategy" does not work 
( i . e . the decision did not 
provide "abortion on de­
mand") and further that the 
decision has led to deterio­
rating access in some prov­
inces. Nobody ever said 
that the repeal of the law 
would win f u l l access to 
free abortion. None-the-
less, i t was a fundamental 
vic t o r y of one stage of the 
struggle. Moreover, i t re­
presents a h i s t o r i c victory 
demonstrating how the 
strength - of a broad-based 
movement can cha1lenge and 
win reforms even during a pe­
riod of attacks on workers. 
The I.S. should think again 
about t h e i r claim that the 
state and r i g h t wing attacks 
are a result of OCAC1 s 
strategy. The state and r u l -

continued on page 8 

Freedom Ride 
by Carolyn Egan 

Canada has a history of rac­
i s t , police murders. Buddy 
Evans i n 1978, Albert 
Johnson in 1979, and most re­
cently ' Anthony G r i f f i n on 
November 11, 1987 in 
Montreal. He had been taken 
into custody by P.C. Allan 
Gosset for an alleged disa­
greement with a t a x i driver. 
Outside the station house, 
Anthony Gri f f i n began to 
run, he stopped, turned 
back, and was shot i n the 
middle of the forehead. 
Gosset, who had a history of 
ra c i s t incidents, was acquit­
ted of the charge of man­
slaughter . 

This blatant example of 
racist violence shows how 
deeply racism i s integrated 
into the laws and structures 
of t h i s society. A r a l l y 
and march of over 1,200 
people took place on March 
19, 1988 in Montreal with 
four buses from Toronto. 
The Anthony G r i f f i n Commit­
tee for Justice (Toronto) 
organized the Freedom Ride. 
They can be contacted at 
657-1472. 
This I s the Way to Fight  
Back 

The women's movement has 
had a l o t of conferences re­
cently on racism, discussion 
groups have formed, and 
there has been an attempt to 
integrate an a n t i - r a c i s t ana­
l y s i s into feminist p o l i ­
t i c s . I t i s equally import­
ant to involve oneself a c t i ­
vely in a n t i - r a c i s t cam­
paigns such as th i s one. 
Racism i s not merely a ques­
ti o n of "a t t i t u d e " or a "few 
bad cops", i t i s part and 
parcel of the class struc­
ture i n which we l i v e , f u l l y 
integrated into every as­
pect, as i s sexism and heter-
osexism. We must make a p r i ­
o r i t y of fi g h t i n g racism i n 
a l l of i t s man i festât i ons, 
and strongly support the 
f i g h t backs that are devel­
oping in the community. 



INFORMATION ABOUT CONTEMPORARY BRUTALITY. 
A Review of "Nationalism: Women and the State" 

by Gillian Morton 
An exhibition at A Space, 
Apr i1 2-23, featur ing work 
by Jamelie Hassan, Mona 
Hatoum, Barbara Lounder, and 
Lani Maestro. 

A young g i r l in the video 
portion of Jamelie Hassan's 
i n s t a l l a t i o n reads halting­
l y , "Information about con­
temporary brutali ty remains 
based on i mag ina t i on un t i 1 
many years l a t e r when the 
locked hearts were opened to 
me, explaining the mysteri­
ous events that I f a i l e d to 
understand when they were 
taking place." What each of 
the works in the exhibition 
Nationalisms: Women and the  
State depicts i s the experi­
ence of the "locked hearts", 
of oppressed and often 
silenced peoples. 

More p a r t i c u l a r l y , the 
art explores how n a t i o n a l i s t 
ideologies are used both by 
repressive states and by 
scene popular struggles. In 
the hands of the state, na­
tionalism i s usually a 
r a c i s t doctrine of national 
supremacy which j u s t i f i e s 
torture and oppression and 
cannot tolerate d i v e r s i t y . 
But the a r t works also point 
to the emancipatory possibi­
l i t i e s of nationalism, of na­

tionalism as an ideology of 
self-determination which mo­
b i l i z e s resistance to imperi­
alism, racism, and exploit­
ation. 

The a r t i s t s deal s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y with the relation of 
women to na t i ona 1 i sms. 
Hassan's Meeting Nasser, 
based on a photograph from 
her family archives of a 
young g i r l presenting flow­
ers to Nasser, a symbol of 
Arab nationalism, alludes to 
the "protection" provided by 
the pseudo-benevolent pater­
n a l i s t i c s t a t e . The image 
of the young g i r l ' s p o l i t i ­
c a l innocence i s played off 
against a video image of an­
other young g i r l who reads 
an adaptation from an Arab 
text dealing with the i n t e r ­
rogation and torture of i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l s during Nasser's 
presidency. 

The work of Lani Maestro, 
a F i l i p i n a a r t i s t , portrays 
the v i olence wh ich 1i es 
beneath the smiling surface 
of the work Meeting Nasser. 
Maestro's a r t grows out of 
her experience under the 
Marcos dictatorship and her 
resistance to the "low 
intensity c o n f l i c t " maintain­
ed by the Aquino regime. 
Her wor k i s composed of 
paintings, done on bed-
sheets, of fragments of the 
human body. The fragmented 
body parts are juxtaposed 

with a poem depicting de­
t a i l s of demesticity and tor­
ture whi ch coex i s t in the 
home l i f e of a Latin Amer­
ican colonel, whose dinner 
party ends with the colonel 
dumping a grocery bag of hu­
man ears on the table as a 
warning to h i s 'guests' : 
" 'As for the rights of any­
one, t e l l your people they 
can go fuck themselves.' 
Some of the ears on the 
floor caught t h i s scrap of 
his voice. Some of the ears 
on the floor were pressed to 
the ground." 

Mona Hatoum, a P a l e s t i ­
nian a r t i s t , emphasizes 
women's resistance to the 
terrorism which Maestro so 
powerfully portrays. Her 
poster "Over My Dead Body" 
i s a humourous but forceful 
statement about women's 
opposition to the military. 
The work i s part of a tour 
of b i l l board a r t in the 
U.K., taking art out of the 
gal 1er i es and in to the 
s t r e e t s . 

Barbara Lounder's work 
shares t h i s c r i t i c a l perspec­
t i v e of g a l l e r i e s ' exhibi­
tion of a r t ; her work deals 
with how Innuit a r t has been 
appropriated and trans­
formed, f i r s t by colonists, 
and currently by Canada's 
art market and i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Lounder's a r t shows the work­
ings of state sanct i oned 

Canadian nationalism, forg­
ing a connect i on between 
more overtly oppressive 
states and our own. Cana­
da's concern over the protec­
tion of i t s borders and na­
tional sovereignty i s con­
trasted to i t s reluctance to 
recognize the rights of the 
Innu, Innuit, and Dene 
Nations. 

Although Lounder's work 
ra i s e s c r i t i c a l questions 
about Canadian nationalism, 
unfortunately the exhibit 
does not include any work 
dea1ing wi th the struggle 
for self-determination in 
Quebec. 

The work Nationalisms:  
Women and the S ta te gener­
ates an awareness of the spe­
c i f i c h i s t o r i e s of current 
p o l i t i c a l struggles and ques­
tions the assumptions the au­
dience might have about na­
tionalism and i t s represen­
t a t i o n s — the artwork, as 
Hatoum notes, i s meant to be 
"a thorn in the side of com­
placent western audiences." 
The works represent and v a l i ­
date the experiences of the 
disappeared and the tortur­
ed, those who are marginaliz­
ed yet manage to r e s i s t the 
dominance of the state by 
struggles for their own eman­
cipation. 

Amandla Ngawethu 
by Sheryl Boswell 

Awai t ing execut i on in 
Pretoria, headquarters of 
the apartheid regime, are 
over 31 men and one woman. 
Their crime? — demanding a 
South Africa that i s demo­
cra t i c and non-racial, one 
in which people are able to 
have freedom of movement and 
freedom of expression. We 
can't possibly know the 
number of those who have 
been k i l l e d , injured, detain­
ed or forced into e x i l e as a 
result of repression in 
South Africa and resistance 
to the structural inequal­
i t i e s of apartheid. The 
violent repression unleashed 
on townsh i p commun i t i es by 
armed police and army forces 
since 1984 has resulted in 
the deaths of hundreds and 
in the detention and a r r e s t 
of over 36,000. A state of 
emergency, imposed in 1985, 
continues today. 

The police and SADF 
(South African Defence 
Forces) have carried' out 
massacres in Soweto, 
U i tenhage, Duduza and 
Mamolodi, to name but a few 
places in South A f r i c a , as 
well as in the Front-Line 
States of Mozambique, 

Lesotho, Zimbabwe and most 
recently in Gabarone, 
Botswana. The attempt to 
silenc e resistance to apart­
heid has also resulted in 
l a s t month's banning of 
seventeen popular organiza­
tions, including the United 
Democratic Front and the 
Congress of South African 
Trade Unions. 

Repression i s not limited 
to the Southern African 
region. Last month, a mem­
ber of the African National 
Congress in Paris was brutal­
l y assassinated. The ANC 
o f f i c e in Belgium was bomb­
ed. The presence of South 
Africa's Secret Police int e r ­
nationally i s a r e s u l t of 
the increasing pressure on 
the apartheid s t a t e . 

The announcement that the 
"Sharpeville Six" would be 
executed on Friday, March 
19, with l e s s than a week's 
notice, resulted in interna­
tional condemnation, effec­
t i v e l y forcing a one-month 
stay of execution. From May 
to September, 1987, a c o a l i ­
tion of women's, church, 
non-governmental and commu­
nity organizations, and the 
South African Women's Day 

In December 1985 Theresa 
Ramashamola and five others 
were sentenced to death by 
hang ing for thei r alleged 
involvement in the murder of 
Mr. Khuzwayo Dlamini. As an 
o f f i c i a l in the puppet town­
ship government, Dlamini was 
complicit in the repression 
of h i s own people. His k i l l ­
ing took place in September 
1984, at the onset of the up­
r i s i n g of the Vaal area town­
ships. This period heral­
ded a new wave of massive 
popular resistance and oppo­
s i t i o n to the oppressive con­
ditions of apartheid. 

The t r i a l of Theresa and 
the other "Sharpeville Six" 
was characterized by t e s t i ­
mony of torture, coerced 
witnesses, and shaky e v i ­
dence. Theresa - 23 at the 
time of her arrest and a 
worker in a roadhouse - was 
tortured and l a t e r suffered 
further i n j u r i e s while in 
police custody. These are 
not isolated circumstances 
in South A f r i c a . 

Committee, organized a cam­
paign around the t r i a l of 
the "Sharpev i 1 l e Six". The 
campaign focused on Theresa 
Ramashamola, the f i r s t woman 
in South Af r i c a to be on 
deathrow. This campaign was 
the theme of the commemo­
ration of South Africa 
Women's Day, August 9. 

A campaign to save their 
l i v e s has been launched in 
South Af r i c a by the South 
African Youth Congress, the 
United Democratic Front, the 
Release Mandela Campaign, 
the National Union of Mine-
workers, the South African 
National Students' Congress 
and the National Education 
C r i s i s Committee. The i n t e r ­
national campaign to save 
the "Sharpeville Six" has 
been successful in staying 
the executions to date. 
Internat i ona1 pressure on 
the South Africa regime must 
be maintained. I f you want 
to get involved or want some 
more information, contact 
Rally Against Apartheid, 
651-5627. Join the "Freedom 
Ride Against Apartheid" to 
Ottawa, Saturday May 14. 
Phone 657-1472 for inform­
ation. 



ABORTION 
continued from page 5 

F i n a l Word 
Abortion has been one of 

the key p o l i t i c a l b a t t l e s 
between the women's movement 
and the s t a t e . When we wor­
ry about the f i n e p r i n t of 
the Court d e c i s i o n or think 
about a l l the work s t i l l to 
be done across the country, 
i t i s easy to forget what a 
major v i c t o r y we have won. 
For the f i r s t time, the high­
e s t court has had to recog­
n i z e woman's r i g h t to con­
t r o l t h e i r bodies. Whatever 
the next stages of t h i s 
struggle bring, t h i s 
recognition of women's b a s i c 
r i g h t s gives governments f a r 
l e s s freedom of action i n 
t h e i r attempts to regulate 
reproduction. T h i s i n i t i a l 
v i c t o r y for abortion r i g h t s 
i s a v i c t o r y for us a l l . 
Our p a r t i c u l a r success has 
only been p o s s i b l e through 
the broadest a l l i a n c e s ; we 
are a l l strengthened when a 
progressive movement i s able 
to force a s i g n i f i c a n t ad­
vance from the s t a t e . i f 
we are able to use t h i s i n i ­
t i a l v i c t o r y to push on to 
win f r e e and equal access to 
abortion for a l l women, then 
i t w i l l be a h i g h l y s i g n i f i ­
cant advance for a l l our 
s t r u g g l e s . Now i s the time 
to mobilize. 

| . § B continued from page 6 

ing c l a s s fear the c o n f i ­
dence and r i s ing expecta¬
t i o n s of people when we are 
able, through our c o l l e c t i v e 
strength, to win a fundamen­
t a l demand. I t i s no sur­
p r i s e that they would mobi­
l i z e to r o l l back t h i s major 
gain. 

The deba t e l e f t many 
questions and i s s u e s unad-
dressed. L i t t l e time was 
spent a c t u a l l y d i s c u s s ing 
"the way forward." C e r t a i n ­
l y one of the key i s s u e s to 
be addressed i s the I . S . 1 fo­
cus on d i r e c t mobi1i zation 
against the a n t i - c h o i c e . 
They have long advocated 
counter-picketing of the 
a n t i - c h o i c e at the 
Morgentaler c l i n i c . C l e a r l y 
we must address the a n t i -
choice and t h e i r right-wing 
support but to focus on d i ­
r e c t confrontation does two 
things. F i r s t , i t s e t s up a 
p o l a r i t y between two suppos­
edly "equal and f a n a t i c f o r ­
c e s " . I t allows the s t a t e 
to c l a i m to be a "neutral 
mediator", thus l e g i t i m i z i n g 
i t s r o l e as the regulator of 
abortion and women's repro­
duction. Secondly, i t does 
not allow us to address the 
larger p o l i t i c a l mobili za-
tio n of the r i g h t wing and 
i t s agenda to r o l l back our 
gains. More important, how­
ever, i s the f a c t that i t 
does not place our demands 
squarely on the s t a t e — a 
s t a t e that serves the i n t e r ­
e s t of capi t a l i sm. Where 
does the I . S . see demands 
for reform being located? 

One thing remains c l e a r 

from the debate — i t i s 
c r i t i ca1 tha t we cont inue 
mobilizing to press forward 
in the struggle for f u l l ac­
cess to f r e e abortion. Po­
l i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n and de­
bate i s e s s e n t i a l , but so i s 
p r a c t i s e . The I . S . p a r t i c i ­
pated i n building the r a l l y 
on A p r i l 16 and we would 
hope they w i l l continue to 
be a c t i v e l y involved. 

Lesbian 
writers! 

Fiction 
Non-fiction 

Erotica 
Poetry 
Prose 

Experimental Work 

Women's Press 
is looking for 
manuscripts 
for a second 

anthology of writing 
by Lesbians 

about Lesbian experience 

Send to: Women's Press 
Lesbian Manuscript Group 

229 College Street 
Toronto M5T1R4 
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