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WHO «t ARE 

Me are three socialist fflalniate who 
foraerly produced tho IwUC newsletter 
together with Liza McCoy, who aoved 
to the States this euaaer. The three 
of as are coaaitted to producing a 
publication of socialist fealnist 
news, ODlnlon and debate. Me welcoae 
contributions-or how about a letter 
letting us know what you think? 

Lynda Vans, C h r l s t i n n K i l l s , and 
Harie Lorenzo 
Editorial Collective 

Special thanks to Aay 
Gottlieb. Donna Sc&gllotti. 
Mary Sherlock and David Sait h 
for their help In produces 

this Issue. 
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Graphics in this Issue have been 
borrowed from: Pork Roasts. 
I s l s , Ev^rywosan's Almanac. 
Razalogia, Akweaaane Notes, and 
the PRG Newsletter. 
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FEB. 22 

HAH 02 

MjUt 0 4 

M.MÎ. 05 

MAW 07 

MAR OS 

MAR. 00 

Women Working for 
Women Working for 
Women Working for 

Women Working 
a p.a,-
"Vfinter Fever woayn's 
Danc«" • Tundra l i e r to 
bring Angela Devin 
The GSU, 18 Bancroft. 
S4/S5 advance. S8 door. 
1 2 - 4 p a 
Mass Picket at Katon's 
Centre, Yonge â Dundas. 
8 p a. 
Mixed dance sponsored 
by Latin American 
tfoaen's Collective. 
St.Lawrence Market Hall 
7 :30 p a . 
Strategies Tor the pro-
choice so v ram L. 
sponsored by 0CAC. 
Location t b.n. 
7:30 p.m 
Cultural even! ttv for 
Isunigrnnt wuaen. 
sponsored by women 
Working with [aaiicrunt 
Moaen: location t b a 
7:30 p.m. 
Feminist Cabaret. 
Location t b.a, 

7 p.a. 
Angela Davis at Convo­
cation Hall. $3 
11 a.a. 
Rally at Convo­
cation Hall: 
March to Kyorson; 
3 - 8 p.a. 
Afternoon fair at 
Ryeraon Polytechnics 1 
8 p.a. 
Moaen's dance. 
St.Lawrence Market Hall 

Choice 
Change 
Peace 
and Solidarity 

All events w i l l be wheelchair 
accessible and daycare will be 
provided. For aore Information, 
call Laurie at 863-8702 (days). 

Volunteers are needed for the physi­
cal care or disabled women for a l l 
the «vents planned during the week of 
March 2 - March 9 (International 
Moaen'a Day Week h Please contact 
-Brenda.j. 537-1935 or Hnrgp, 



cayenne (kî-en'j, n. [<native Braz. 
kynnha], 1. a very hot red pepper used 
widely in India, China and Caribbean; 
2. a female spice; 3. a long-lasting 
i r r i t a n t ; 4. hot s t u f f . 

Cayenne banner by dian aarlno 
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EDITORIAL 
In this Issue. we are 

high lighting the struggle for choice 
around abortion. Judy Reblck. 
activist In the Ontario Coalition for 
Abortion Cl i n i c s , spoke to us about 
the current conjuncture in the 
abortion struggle. And we've 
reviewed Kathleen McDonnell

1

s ground­
breaking, book Not An Easy Choice. 
The issue of' abo7uo~iThns brought 
thousands of women out onto the 
streets over the last two years In a 
dramatic offensive in the fight for 
abortion rights We hnve also 
,-irne«t«od a sivmlficant Increase In 
the àtraJth and violence of the 
-riant to l i f e " Reblck Doses a 

feainists to 
ï T inruabent uuon US to 
respond

 1 B C U
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This la our second Issue of 
Cayenne. Response to our f i r s t issue 
has been great, but there are s t i l l 
too aany of you we haven't heard 
froa. What do you like about I t ? 
What don't you like? We're trying to 
encourage discussion and debate about 
the whole range of concerna that we 
aa socialist feainists are grappling 
with. We want you to contribute to 
that, so send us your thoughts and 
ideas You don't have to create 
a masterpiece. Juat s i t down and 
wr I t e about what you argue with your 
friends about after a meeting, or 
your reaction to an a r t i c l e or «vent. 

International Woaen's Day is 
fast approaching. In Toronto. a 
coalition has begun to organize this 
year's activities- We'd like to run 
a series on 1005 IWD activities 
across the country. What's going nn 
In your city? Many of us have been 
organizing for International Women's 
Day for aany years, How far have we 
come? What have we achieved? What 
do you think? 

Editorial 
Letter* 
Socialist Network 
SP;U.3.A-
Pornography Project 
Action Daycare 
Woacn and laalgratlon 
Eaton's strike 
Library Settlement 
Nfld Telephone Strike 
Native Women 
Interview: Choice 
Grange Inquiry 
WISCA: Pocus on Nicaragua 
AMES Appeal 
Puerto Rlcan Women 
Greenhaa Women 
Miner's Wives 
Woaen in Greece 
International Notes 
Review: Not Aa Easy Choice 
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As we go to press we are informed 
that Newfoundland Telephone workers 
have Juat achieved and ratified a 
setueacnt with the Company. We 
send our heartfelt congratulations, 
particularly to the cl e r i c a l workers, 
for whom I t Is the f i r s t contract. 
See our article on page eight, and 
watch for more details about the 
settleaent in the next lasue. 



2 LETTERS 
Dear Cayenne: 

Having read t h e e d i t o r i a l s i n 

the r e c e n t IWDC N e w s l e t t e r and the 

f i r s t i s s u e o f Cayenne, i t seems t o 

me t h a t t h e s e p a r a t i o n o f t h e two 

groups c o u l d be a h e a l t h y development 

i n t he s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t c u r r e n t . 

One group p u b l i s h i n g a s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t b u l l e t i n independent of 

IWDC and another c o n t i n u i n g w i t h 

IWDC and i t s n e w s l e t t e r a r e n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y p r o j e c t s . 

H o p e f u l l y the s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

c u r r e n t i n Toronto I s l a r g e enough t o 

support b o t h , and I hope t h a t people 

won
1

1 f e e l i t i s necessary t o take 

s i d e s . I f t h e r e are p o l i t i c a l 

d i f f e r e n c e s between IWDC and the 

Cayenne c o l l e c t ! v e , I t would be 

u s e f u l t o those o f us n o t i n v o l v e d , 

as I'm sure i t would a l s o be t o those 

d i r e c t l y I n v o l v e d , t o see a 

d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e issues i n t h e pages 

of your p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

Judy Rebick 

Albuquerque, NM 

Dear Cayenne: 

Have been r e a d i n g your November/ 

December i s s u e - - t h e f i r s t , and I hope 

not anywhere near t h e l a s t ! I t h i n k 

the magazine f i l l s a r e a l need, and I 

hope i t c o n t i n u e s t o be the u p - f r o n t , 

o u t - f r o n t , u n a f r a i d - o f - t h e - i s s u e s 

j o u r n a l i t promises w i t h t h i s f i r s t 

o f f e r i n g ! I want v e r y much t o keep 

g e t t i n g CAYENNE, keep s h a r i n g i t w i t h 

women here I n Albuquerque, and a l s o 

t o c o n t r i b u t e t o I t . I'm sending a 

new poem, f o r s t a r t e r s . Maybe 1
1

11 

be a b l e t o att e m p t something more 

"meaty" I n t h e f u t u r e . 

The Beginning Again 

"th e b e g i n n i n g f o r me i s 
never an idea" 

Leonor F i n i 

The b e g i n n i n g i s d u s t 

s w i r l i n g , a c o l o r c h a r g i n g 

or r e a r i n g . 

A n o t i o n o f time 

or o f t i m e l e s s n e s s . 

The b e g i n n i n g makes sense 

i n s t a n t l y . 

We h o l d i t 

and our f i n g e r s s p l a y out 

become heavy 

w i t h p a t i e n c e 

and wonder. 

I am g o i n g home now. 

I am l i s t e n i n g 

f o r my name 

among the keen sounds 

and the low. 

People's words 

c l i m b i n g upon each o t h e r ' s backs. 

Wind. J u i c e s . 

I f o l l o w the sound 
o f my name 
on a l l those y e a r s , 

e x p l o d i n g . 
Running t o t h e b e g i n n i n g a g a i n . 

Margaret Randall 

December, 1984. 
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Socialist Network Growing 
When I 1 i v e d i n Vancouver, the 

e a s i e s t t h i n g i n the w o r l d when you 

wanted t o get a n y t h i n g g o i n g was t o 

c o n t a c t people. J u s t w o r k i n g as a 

f e m i n i s t meant t h a t you b u i I t up 

networks of many names and r e f e r e n c e s 

which were v a l u a b l e as a way of 

p u t t i n g o t h e r s i n touch w i t h 

resources and c o n n e c t i o n s . People of 

d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l views were l i n k e d 

by common experiences or i n d i r e c t l y 

through connections w i t h o t h e r s . 

Feuds d i v i d e d people but a l s o s e t I n 

motion c o u n t e r a c t i v e work by those 

who found themselves t o r n i n two 

d i r e c t i o n s . Coming t o t h e m e t r o p o l i s 

was i n many ways a shocking 

e x p e r i e n c e . 

The m e t r o p o l i s i s put t o g e t h e r 

q u i t e d i f f e r e n t l y . Groups 

s p e c i a l i z e ; when they s p l i t , they 

s p l i t and t h e r e a r e no c o u n t e r v a i l i n g 

pressures; people can be w o r k i n g away 

p o l i t i c a l l y i n one p a r t or s e c t o r o f 

the c i t y and simp l y not know what 

o t h e r s are d o i n g . The women
1

 s 

movement seemed t o f a l l out i n t o 

s p e c i a l i z e d c i r c l e s w i t h 1 i t t l e 

w o r k i n g o v e r l a p . The m a r x i s t p a r t y 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c r e a t i n g t h e i r own 

connections a l s o d i v i d e d on a 

s e c t a r i a n b a s i s . But they d i d 

e x e r c i s e a k i n d o f g r a v i t a t i o n a l p u l l 

on the l e f t , c r e a t i n g c o n s c i o u s l y 

s o c i a l i s t d i s c u s s i o n and work i n g 

r e l a t i o n s . Whether they were 

f e m i n i s t or a n t i - f e m i n i s t , they 

c h a l l e n g e d f e m i n i s t s o c i a l i s m and 

promoted debate. T h e i r disappearance 

d i d away w i t h s e c t a r i a n d i s t o r i t i o n s , 

but i t a l s o meant t h a t t h e r e was no 

one whose business i t was t o work 

f o r , and t a l k s o c i a l i s m and t o b u i l d 

r e l a t i o n s among s o c i a l i s t s . 

A group of us have s t a r t e d work 

on the making of a s o c i a l i s t network. 

This came out of the S o c i a l i s t Forums 

l a s t y e a r . People had mixed views 

about them, but g e n e r a l l y f e l t they 

were v a l u a b l e i n b r i n g i n g people 

t o g e t h e r . So we decided t o focus on 

t h i s need. We c a l l our p r o j e c t the 

S o c i a l i s t Network. Since 1
1

ve been 

working on i t , we ' ve done t h i n g s i n 

q u i t e a s m a l l way. But I'm a l r e a d y 

more and more aware of s o c i a l i s t s out 

t h e r e I n the c i t y w o r k i n g i n a 

v a r i e t y o f s e t t i n g s , w i t h a l l k i n d s 

of concerns and i n t e r e s t s , knowledge 

and s k i l l s . Yet we're h a r d l y 

connected a t a l l . We h a r d l y e x i s t 

f o r each o t h e r even as a m a i l i n g 

l i s t , a l i s t o f phone numbers, l e t 

alone people t o t a l k w i t h , t o work 

w i t h , t o m o b i l i z e . 

The m e t r o p o l i s c r e a t e s problems 

f o r making and m a i n t a i n i n g 

connections on the l e f t or i n the 

women
1

 s movement. But i t ' s not j u s t 

a problem o f s i z e . We l i v e i n a 

s o c i e t y w i t h e x t e n s i v e systems of 

communication and i n f o r m a t i o n 

exchange. Do they p r o v i d e a means 

f o r s o c i a l i s t s t o communicate? They 

do n o t . Though t r a d e unions 

e s t a b l i s h communicative r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h i n t h e working c l a s s , these are 

very l i m i t e d and the widespread 

r e l a t i o n s o f an autonomous wor k i n g 

c l a s s media do not e x i s t now as they 

once d i d (r e a d about t h e Winnipeg 

General S t r i k e and you'11 see the 
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d i f f e r e n c e ) . Nor are t h e r e media of 

communication i n t e r n a l t o and 

c o n t r o l l e d by the working c l a s s , 

o t h e r than the v e r y p a r t i a l 

communication systems of the union 

movement. Media of communication and 

c u l t u r e a r e owned and c o n t r o l l e d by 

c a p i t a l . T e l e v i s i o n , r a d i o , 

newspapers are t h e p r o d u c t i o n s of 

l a r g e c a p i t a l or government or 

combinations of t h e two. The mass 

media don
1

1 connect up the w o r k i n g 

c l a s s ; they don't connect s o c i a l i s t s 

w i t h each o t h e r ; they don't connect 

us w i t h happenings i n o t h e r p a r t s of 

the c o u n t r y or the w o r l d or even i n 

o t h e r p a r t s of the c i t y . We' r e not 

connected; we don't know what's going 

on. 

T h i s evening I was c h a t t i n g w i t h 

a f r i e n d on the phone. She was 

t e l l i n g me about problems w i t h the 

Eaton's s t r i k e and s t r e s s i n g i t s 

importance f o r workers. She t o l d me 

about some of the t h i n g s women were 

doing t o m o b i l i z e support f o r the 

w o r k e r s . I ' d been o n l y vaguely aware 

of what was happening, wished I had 

been connected e a r l i e r . I c o u l d have 

got something t o g e t h e r a t my place of 

work, perhaps can s t i l l do so, but 

e a r l i e r would have been b e t t e r . T h i s 

experience marks t h e m i s s i n g network 

—why hadn' t I known. I t p o i n t e d t o 

the media which doesn't broadcast the 

i n t e r e s t s of workers t o workers. I t 

marked our l a c k o f means of 

communication on an everyday b a s i s 

and the l a c k o f a c a p a c i t y t o 

m o b i l i z e people w i d e l y through 

e x i s t i n g networks. B u i l d i n g 

communications and networks has t o be 

seen as a conscious and s y s t e m a t i c 

t a s k . 

T h i s i s what t h e S o c i a l i s t 

Network i s a t t e m p t i n g . I t i s a l o n g -

t e r m , v e r y modest p r o j e c t . We are 

w o r k i n g t o f a c i l i t a t e people coming 

t o g e t h e r as s o c i a l i s t s , r e c o g n i z i n g 

each o t h e r as s o c i a l i s t s , b e g i n n i n g 

t h a t the o l d r e c i p e s don't work, so 

we want t o look a t the w o r l d we're 

i n , we want t o share our experience 

of p r a c t i c e , we want t o t a l k about 

what we're doing and what we should 

be d o i n g . 

We are p l a n n i n g soon t o have a 

l a r g e r meeting, again w i t h the idea 

of people coming t o g e t h e r as 

t o t a l k as s o c i a l i s t s and t o make 

connections as s o c i a l i s t s . The terra 

s o c i a l i s t i s what people want t o make 

of i t . We don't d e f i n e i t . We t h i n k 

i t g e t s d e f i n e d i n a process of 

debate and p r a c t i c e . We'd l i k e t o 

see t h a t process underway. 

As o f now we ar e meeting i n 

small groups of d i f f e r e n t k i n d s . 

We're t y i n g out the idea of 

neighbourhood groups, focussed on 

issues f o r s o c i a l i s t s i n the areas 

they l i v e i n . We're a l s o meeting on 

the b a s i s of a common work i n g 

i t n e r e s t , f o r example, as workers i n 

th e c u l t u r a l a r e a . We c o u l d t r y 

o t h e r s — m e e t i n g s of s o c i a l i s t s 

w o r k i n g i n the area of community 

o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r example, or w i t h 

computers. And some of us are 

meeting j u s t t o get t o know one 

another as s o c i a l i s t s and t o t h i n k 

t h rough t h e issues which c o n f r o n t us 

now. 

Somehow we haven't f a l l e n i n t o 

the o l d study group p a t t e r n s . I 

t h i n k i t ' s p a r t l y because we f e e l 

5 

s o c i a l i s t s . Look f o r a meeting a t 

the T r o j a n Horse sometime i n the next 

couple of months. We're a l s o t a l k i n g 

of d o i n g some work around May Day. 

We
1

d 1 i k e t o look towards a 

c o n s t e l l a t i o n of v a r i o u s g r o u p i n g s , 

which would come t o g e t h e r once or 

t w i c e a y e a r , but as y e t we don't 

have a d e f i n i t e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

schedule or c o n s t i t u t i o n . At the 

moment we're t r y i n g t o h o l d a balance 

between p l a n n i n g a s e n s i b l e and 

u s e f u l s t r u c t u r e and l e t t i n g 

s t r u c t u r e grow o r g a n i c a l l y out of 

the ways the smal 1 groups and 

p r o j e c t s a r e d e v e l o p i n g . For one 

t h i n g the groups may n o t s t a y s t i l l , 

may t a k e on some p r o j e c t , complete i t 

and move i n t o another phase, 

d i s a p p e a r i n g as a p a r t i c u l a r e n t i t y . 

But we hope t o be a b l e t o put i n 

place t h e framework o f a network 

which w i l l p reserve the connections 

a l r e a d y b u i l t and w i l l f a c i l i t a t e 

o t h e r s . We hope t o put out a 

n e w s l e t t e r . We look f o r w a r d t o a 

l i s t o f telephone numbers of people 

who'd l i k e t o know when t h e r e ' s an 

i s s u e f o r s o c i a l i s t s t o support news 

we need t o have (as when Grenada was 

i n v a d e d ) . We look f o r w a r d t o 

d i s c o v e r i n g o t h e r ways of 

f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e r e l a t e d n e s s of 

s o c i a l i s t s i n T o r o n t o . We are 

working t o make a S o c i a l i s t Network 

t h a t g i v e s p r a c t i c a l form t o a 

s o c i a l i s t consciousness and p r o v i d e s 

a b a s i s f o r t h e development of a 

s o c i a l i s t p r a c t i c e . 

I f you
1

 r e i n t e r e s t e d i n 

c onnecting w i t h o t h e r s o c i a l i s t s , 

c o n t a c t u s . Pehaps you'd l i k e t o be 

i n v o l v e d i n what we sometimes c a l l 

t h e " s t e e r i n g " and sometimes 

"animation" committee. You may want 

to meet w i t h s o c i a l i s t s w o r k i n g i n a 

p a r t i c u l a r a r ea, i n community 

o r g a n i z i n g f o r example, or i n the 

c u l t u r a l a r ea, or whatever the area, 

of your own major i n t e r e s t s . 

So f a r we haven ' t had a 

d i s t i n c t l y f e m i n i s t component, though 

f e m i n i s t s are v e r y much p r e s e n t . 

Maybe we s h o u l d . 

You can c o n t a c t t h e S o c i a l i s t 

Network through me a t 534-6672 

mornings or evenings. 

Dorothy Smith 

Dorothy Smith l a a s o c i a l i s t 

feminist t h e o r e t i c i a n and a professor 

of sociology a t the Ontario 

I n s t i t u t e f o r Studies i n Education 



6 
Socialist Feminism U.S.A. 
We are reprinting excerpts from an 

article by Lisa DiCaprio that 

appeared In the Guardian November 7, 

1984, because we feel many of the 

problems she describes were also ex­

perienced by many socialist 

feminist s i n Canada. Clearly, 

socialist feminism i s at a 

crossroads, and we must enter into a 

dialogue about what the future has In 

store. Send us y o u r thoughts and 

feedback. 

Where are ye s t e r d a y ' s s o c i a l i s t -

f e m i n i s t a c t i v i s t s ? 

As a p a r t i c i p a n t i n the Sept. 29 

re u n i o n o f t h e Chicago Women's 

L i b e r a t i o n Union (CWLU) which e x i s t e d 

f r o * 1969 t o 1977, I was able t o look 

back on the ascent and downturn 

l o c a l l y o f the l e f t wing o f the U.S. 

women's movement. 

The CWLU was one of the f i r s t of 

many such women's unions founded i n 

the l a t e I960's and e a r l y 1970s. For 

over seven y e a r s , i t served as a 

ce n t e r o f s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t a c t i v i t y 

i n Chicago. For many women, CWLU was 

t h e i r f i r s t p o l i t i c a l e x p e r i e n c e . 

For o t h e r s i t was the h i g h p o i n t o f 

p o l i t i c a l work. 

The women a t the reu n i o n 

expressed t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g commitment 

t o s o c i a l change, b u t t h e i r p r e s e n t -

day p r a c t i c e has undergone a 

n o t i c e a b l e s h i f t toward working on 

s i n g l e - i s s u e p r o j e c t s or r a i s i n g 

p r o g r e s s i v e issues w i t h i n t h e i r 

p r o f e s s i o n s or t r a d e s . 

The sense expressed o f the 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d e f e n s i v e p o s t u r e o f the 

women's movement i s n o t unique t o 

Chicago. With t h e c o l l a p s e of 

s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s , two 

developments emerged: ( 1 ) a 

tremendous growth o f women's s c h o l a r ­

s h i p and p r a c t i c a l o r g a n i z i n g 

e x p e r i e n c e , and ( 2 ) a l o s s o f the 

m u l t i - i s s u e approach once 

c h a r a c t e r i z i n g women's l i b e r a t i o n . 

While many p r o j e c t s a r e now w e l l -

e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h o f f i c e s and s t a f f , 

t hey a r e n e c e s s a r i l y narrow i n scope 

and have assumed a s o c i a l s e r v i c e s / 

s o c i a l work c h a r a c t e r . 

I n c o n t r a s t , t he CWLU of the 

1970s worked on a number o f i s s u e s , 

but w i t h i n the framework of seeking a 

major r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f s o c i e t y . 

The s t r u c t u r e o f t h e CWLU was 

d e c e n t r a l i z e d , w i t h l o c a l chapters 

and work groups. P r o j e c t s i n c l u d e d a 

c i t y w i d e newspaper Womankind, Women's 

Graphics C o l l e c t i v e , A c t i o n Committee 

f o r Decent C h i l d c a r e , D i r e c t A c t i o n 

f o r R i g h t s i n Employment, P r i s o n 

P r o j e c t , a l e g a l c l i n i c , and the 

L i b e r a t i o n School. 

The L i b e r a t i o n School, one of 

CWLU's most i n n o v a t i v e p r o j e c t s , 

e n r o l l e d hundreds of women i n classes 

r a n g i n g from auto mechanics t o 

s e x u a l i t y t o women's l i b e r a t i o n 

t h e o r y . Some of the t h e o r e t i c a l 

c l a s s e s focused on o u t l i n i n g 

d i r e c t i o n f o r the women's l i b e r a t i o n 

movement. "The L i b e r a t i o n School 

study groups were i n t r i n s i c t o the 

development of the union's own 

p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y , " s a i d school 

founder Jenny Knauss. "This was a 

place where s t r u c t u r e d d i s c u s s i o n 

took place around t h e c e n t r a l issues 

being r a i s e d by the movement." 
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The CWLU outr e a c h committee made 

a s p e c i f i c e f f o r t t o reach working 

c l a s s women i n h i g h schools and 

neighborhoods. "The L i b e r a t i o n 

School brought people t o t h e u n i o n , 

w h i l e we brought the union to the 

neighborhood," e x p l a i n e d Rinda West. 

"We were ab l e t o reach women who d i d 

not have the i n i t i a t i v e , c o n f i d e n c e 

or g e o g r a p h i c a l p r o x i m i t y t o a t t e n d 

L i b e r a t i o n School c l a s s e s . " The 

outreach committee a l s o f o u g h t t o 

open up Chicago Park D i s t r i c t 

f a c i l i t i e s t o women and g i r l s . 

A lthough the union d i d not have 

a u n i f i e d p r o j e c t i n which a l l 

members p a r t i c i p a t e d , i t sponsored 

two major c i t y w i d e c e l e b r a t i o n s o f 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Day (IWD). A 

1974 c o a l i t i o n l e d by CWLU organized 

a march of n e a r l y 4000. one of the 

l a r g e s t demonstrations i n Chicago 

si n c e t he h e i g h t of the an t i w a r 

movement. An indoo r IWD event i n 

1975 drew 500 people. 

1975 saw the f l o w e r i n g of 

s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s m n a t i o n a l l y . Over 

1600 women attended a n a t i o n a l 

s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t conference i n 

Yellow S p r i n g s , Ohio, t o share ideas 

about t h e o r y and p r a c t i c e . 

I r o n i c a l l y , a t t h i s p o i n t when 

s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t t h e o r y was t a k i n g 

o f f around the U.S., the CWLU began 

i t s demise due t o o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and 

p o l i t i c a l problems. The r e l a t i o n s h i p 

of work groups t o t h e union as a 
whole caused major s t r u c t u r a l 
t e n s i o n s h i n g i n g on q u e s t i o n s o f 
autonomy versus c e n t r a l i z a t i o n . 
P o l i t i c a l l y , t h e r e was d i s s a t i s f a c ­
t i o n over what some con s i d e r e d 
" r e f o r m i s t " aspects o f t h e union and 
i t s f a i l u r e t o develop a c l a s s 
a n a l y s i s . 

I n many r e s p e c t s , the CWLU 

r a i s e d more q u e s t i o n s than i t 

answered. O f f i c i a l l y , membership 

r e q u i r e d adherence t o an a n t i c a p i t a -

l i s t and a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t perspec­

t i v e , b ut the s p e c i f i c s were never 

f u l l y e l a b o r a t e d . The CWLU 

maintained a f a i r l y broad d e f i n i t i o n 

of s o c i a l i s m , n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 

embraced by a l l the work group 

members. The union c o n f r o n t e d , b ut 

d i d n ot r e s o l v e , the problem o f 

r e c r u i t i n g new a c t i v i s t s w h i l e main­

t a i n i n g i t s p r e v i o u s p o l i t i c a l 

i n t e g r i t y . However, the s i g n i f i c a n c e 

of the u n i o n , was t h a t i t began based 

on s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t p r i n c i p l e s , t o 

crea t e a new p o l i t i c s o f women's 

a c t i v i s m and a new method of o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n . 

S o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s m arose out o f 
the f a i l u r e o f p r e v i o u s M a r x i s t 
theory t o f u l l y t a k e i n t o account the 
"means o f r e p r o d u c t i o n o f the l a b o r 
f o r c e . " By t h i s s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t s 
meant not o n l y c h i l d b e a r i n g and 
r e a r i n g , but a l s o unpaid work i n the 
home. By e x c l u d i n g t h i s , M a r x i s t s 
r e l e g a t e d "the woman q u e s t i o n " t o the 
realm o f p r o d u c t i o n , s e e i n g women as 
simply p a r t of the c l a s s s t r u g g l e . 
S o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s m c h a l l e n g e d the 
p r e v a i l i n g view t h a t r a i s i n g issues 
of sexism and racism i n the work 
f o r c e was " d i v i s i v e . " They upheld 
the need f o r an autonomous women's 
movement. 

S o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t t h e o r y aims 
t o e x p l a i n how women's o p p r e s s i o n i s 
rooted n ot o n l y i n r e l a t i o n s o f 
pr o d u c t i o n but a l s o i n the 
p a t r i a r c h a l f a m i l y . Most " r a d i c a l 
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f e m i n i s t s " c o n s i d e r demands of women 

a n t a g o n i s t i c t o a l 1 men and above 

c l a s s o p p r e s s i o n . L i b e r a l f e m i n i s t s 

promote e q u a l i t y w i t h i n the e x i s t i n g 

system. S o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t s , however, 

seek t o combine s o c i a l i s t t h e o r y w i t h 

a r a d i c a l c r i t i q u e o f c a p i t a l i s t 

p a t r i a r c h y . The goal o f s o c i a l i s t -

f e m i n i s t s i s a b o l i t i o n o f c l a s s 

s o c i e t y and a thorough t r a n s ­

f o r m a t i o n o f r e l a t i o n s between men 

and women i n a l l f a c e t s o f s o c i e t y . 

Today l i b e r a l feminism as 

repr e s e n t e d by the N a t i o n a l Organiza­

t i o n f o r Women and Ms. Magazine has 

a l l b ut won out I n the p u b l i c eye. 

Some have even d e c l a r e d the onset o f 

the " p o s t - f e m i n i s t " e r a . Many 

economic, p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l gains 

have been achieved i n the l a s t decade 

but they a r e being r a p i d l y under­

mined by the Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 

r e t r o g r a d e p o l i c i e s and the f a i l u r e 

o f l i b e r a l feminism t o conduct a f u l l 

s c a l e o f f e n s i v e a g a i n s t them. 

What then a r e prospects f o r r e ­

v i t a l i z e d s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s m i n the 

1980s? 

Union o r g a n i z i n g has burgeoned 

among p r e v i o u s l y unorganized s e c t o r s 

o f t h e economy dominated by women and 

r a i s e d demands f o r comparable pay f o r 

comparable w o r t h , daycare, pregnancy 

leave and f l e x i b l e t i m e . 

Women of c o l o r have organized 

autonomously as w e l l as c h a l l e n g i n g 

racism i n t h e r e s t o f the women ' s 

movement. Women i n m i n o r i t y 

communities i n t h e U.S. are i n the 

f o r e f r o n t o f co n n e c t i n g the 

oppression o f U.S. women, i m p e r i a l i s m 

and t h e need t o support n a t i o n a l 

l i b e r a t i o n and s o c i a l i s m . 

Toward reawakening "the b u r i e d 

p a r t o f American feminism," a 

n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t confe­

rence i s planned f o r August 2-4, 

1985, the t e n t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f the 

Yellow Springs c o n f e r e n c e . Recogniz­

i n g t he e s s e n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f 

autonomous o r g a n i z i n g o f women of 

c o l o r , the conference o r g a n i z e r s have 

set a goal of 50* r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 

women of c o l o r on the n a t i o n a l 

a d v i s o r y committee. 

L i s a DiCaprio 

L i s a DiCaprio i s a carpenter working 

with Chicago Women I n the Trades and 

Women United for a Better Chicago. 

Pornography Project 
The Pornography P r o j e c t 

C o l l e c t i v e , K i n g s t o n , has produced a 

s e r i e s o f e d u c a t i o n a l videotapes 

about pornography and the workings o f 

the pornography i n d u s t r y i n Canada. 

M a t e r i a l f o r the tapes i s being 

e d i t e d from the proceedings o f the 

Conference on Pornography h e l d i n 

Kin g s t o n l a s t w i n t e r . The women 

i n v o l v e d i n p l a n n i n g the Conference, 

and now pro d u c i n g the vi d e o s e r i e s , 

i n c l u d e members of the Queen's 

U n i v e r s i t y Women's Centre and the 

Kin g s t o n A c t i o n Group Ag a i n s t 

Pornography. 

d e f i n i n g pornography w i t h i n t he 

i n t e r l o c k i n g systems of p a t r i a r c h y 

and c a p i t a l i s m ; the use of 

pornography as propaganda and 

commodity; the e f f e c t o f pornography 

on how men see women, and how we see 

o u r s e l v e s . F u r t h e r tapes wi11 be 

devoted t o d i s c u s s i o n s o f s t r a t e g i e s 

f o r change : going the l e g a l r o u t e , 

and/or d i r e c t a c t i o n through 

e d u c a t i o n , f e m i n i s t and a l t e r n a t i v e 

media, l o b b y i n g and n o n - v i o l e n t 

p o l i t i c a l p r o t e s t . 

Pornography P r o j e c t C o l l e c t i v e 

51 Queen's Crescent 

K i n g s t o n , O n t a r i o 

K7L 3N6 
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Action Day Care 
For over f i v e y e a r s , A c t i o n Day Care 

has played a l e a d e r s h i p r o l e i n the 

f i g h t t o e s t a b l i s h a u n i v e r s a l l y -

a c c e s s i b l e , p u b l i c l y - f u n d e d , non­

p r o f i t , h i g h q u a l i t y , non-compulsory 

daycare system i n Canada. 

As o f January 4, 1985, A c t i o n 

Day Care has l o s t a l l o f i t s f u n d i n g 

( f o r t he l a s t s i x months i t was 

funded by S e c t i o n 38 which p r o v i d e d 

f o r workers t o r e c e i v e what were 

e s s e n t i a l l y U.I.C. b e n e f i t s as 

s a l a r y ; f o r the preceding 18 months 

f u n d i n g had come from Canada O n t a r i o 

Employment Development). A c t i o n Day 

Care w i l l c o n t i n u e t o have an a c t i v e 

r o l e i n the daycare community, 

d e s p i t e t he los s o f the o f f i c e and 

la r g e s t a f f t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d the 

h i g h l y v i s i b l e , and very s u c c e s s f u l 

Daycare Improvement P r o j e c t — t h e 

group's main p r o j e c t d u r i n g the past 

e i g h t e e n months. 

L i k e most community groups 

which were { r e l a t i v e l y ) f l u s h w i t h 

s t a f f and resources i n times of 

f u n d i n g , and c o n s i d e r a b l y l e a n e r i n 

times o f government d i s i n t e r e s t , 

A c t i o n Day Care has been through many 

changes. Now, as i n o t h e r times i n 

our h i s t o r y , we w i l l e x i s t as a 

vo l u n t e e r group. 

A c t i o n Day Care w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
be a c t i v e i n the f i g h t t o e s t a b l i s h a 
b e t t e r daycare system. We'11 
cont i n u e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
m u n i c i p a l , p r o v i n c i a l and f e d e r a l 
daycare c o a l i t i o n s , made up of 
la b o u r , women's groups, daycare 
workers and p a r e n t s , s o c i a l s e r v i c e 
agencies, and a c t i v i s t s who are 
le a d i n g the daycare s t r u g g l e . 

In t he meantime, the Daycare 
Improvement P r o j e c t has been 
i n c o r p o r a t e d as a separate board, 
w i t h membership drawn m a i n l y from 
s t a f f , The new Board w i l l be 
pursuing f u n d i n g from a v a r i e t y o f 
sources w i t h the hope o f becoming a 
v i a b l e n o n - p r o f i t business which can 
provide a wide range o f support and 
development s e r v i c e s t o n o n - p r o f i t 
daycare c e n t r e s i n C e n t r a l O n t a r i o . 
The Daycare Improvement P r o j e c t can 
be c o n t a c t e d through Gisèle Roy (532¬
5749) or Florence Boswell (534-6186), 
the Chair and Vi c e Chair 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

U n t i l t he next bout o f f u n d i n g 

comes our way. A c t i o n Day Care can be 

cont a c t e d through Jane B e r t r a n d , 

Supervisor o f York U n i v e r s i t y Coop 

Day Care a t 667-3273, or v i a P.O. Box 

102, S t a t i o n E, Toronto M6H 5E1. 

Susan P r e n t i c e 

Susan P r e n t i c e i s a s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t a c t i v i s t and the former 
Coordinator o f Community Development 
f o r A c t i o n Day Care. 
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Women and the 
Immigration Process 

I n A p r i l 1978 the present 

I m m i g r a t i o n Act was passed by 

Parliament a f t e r a s e r i e s of c o u n t r y ­

wide debates about Canada's 

i m m i g r a t i o n p o l i c y . I n s p i t e of 

please from numerous c h u r c h , 

h u m a n i t a r i a n and community agencies 

t h a t t h e new l e g i s l a t i o n deal w i t h 

i m m i g r a t i o n i n a h u m a n i t a r i a n way. 

the new a c t s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e 

enforcement powers of the I m m i g r a t i o n 

Commission. Seven years l a t e r i t i s 

p o s s i b l e t o draw some c o n c l u s i o n s 

about i t s o p e r a t i o n and e f f e c t on 

persons who are s u b j e c t t o I t . 

Rather than p r o v i d e the answer t o 

Canada's i m m i g r a t i o n problems i t has 

c r e a t e d b u r e a u c r a t i c monsters i n both 

the I m m i g r a t i o n Commission and the 

E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s Department. There 

are a number of l o n g - s t a n d i n g 

problems which have n o t been r e s o l v e d 

by any of the s e v e r a l r e s p o n s i b l e 

i m m i g r a t i o n m i n i s t e r s who have taken 

over t h i s p o r t f o l i o s i n c e the Act 

became e f f e c t i v e . T h e i r response has 

ranged from t h a t o f L l o y d Axworthy, 

who was the most open t o t r y i n g t o 

work out t h e problems, t o t h a t of 

John R o b e r t s , who t r i e d t o sweep the 

problems under the r u g . The new 

M i n i s t e r , F l o r a McDonald, has y e t t o 

g i v e any c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n of how she 

i n t e n d s t o d e a l w i t h the i m m i g r a t i o n 

p o r t f o l i o , which i s not a good 

s i g n , g i v e n t h a t she has been 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i m m i g r a t i o n f o r some 

months now. 

Many of the e x i s t i n g problems i n 

the i m m i g r a t i o n process a r e w e l l 

known. The refugee d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

process i s l e n g t h y , cumbersome and 

u n f a i r , even on the Commission's own 

admission. I t has c o n t r i b u t e d t o . I f 

not c r e a t e d , deepening cmoti onal 

problems f o r refugee c l a i m a n t s 

because of i t s s e r i o u s f l a w s and i t s 

t i e s w i t h enforcement p o l i c i e s of the 

Commission, r e s u l t i n g i n s u i c i d e i n 

one known case. While l e g i s l a t i v e 

change has been promised i n 1985 and 

t h r e e major s t u d i e s have been done on 

i t over t h e p a s t f i v e y e a r s . F l o r a 

McDonald, i n s t e a d o f d e a l i n g w i t h i t , 

i s commissioning another s t u d y , t h i s 

time by the I m m i g r a t i o n A d v i s o r y 

C o u n c i l . 

Family u n i f i c a t i o n p o l i c i e s , 

p e r m i t t i n g c l o s e f a m i l y members t o 

r e u n i t e w i t h the f a m i l i e s i n Canada, 

are another major problem. Family 

members from the T h i r d World w i s h i n g 

t o immigrate t o Canada, even 

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d sponsored a p p l i c a n t s , 

are made t o w a i t years b e f o r e t h e i r 

v i s a s a r e ready and are o f t e n r e f u s e d 

on s p u r i o u s grounds, r e s u l t i n g i n 

appeals which t a k e s e v e r a l years more 

t o complete. There are known cases 

of parents w a i t i n g up t o e i g h t years 

t o j o i n t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n Canada. I n 

o t h e r cases the p a r e n t s have d i e d 

b e f o r e t h e v i s a s are ready. 

I n l a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n p o l i c y : 

because the Act r e q u i r e s t h a t 

immigrant v i s a s be o b t a i n e d abroad, 

any person who a p p l i e s f o r l a n d i n g i n 

Canada must s a t i s f y an i m m i g r a t i o n 
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o f f i c e r t h a t h i s or her case deserves 

am e x c e p t i o n on h u m a n i t a r i a n grounds. 

Many people apply from w i t h i n Canada 

because of the l o n g p r o c e s s i n g time 

i f done from abroad. F a m i l i e s do not 

want t o be separated f o r s e v e r a l 

y e a r s , or the f a m i l y does not want t o 

send back a r e l a t i v e t o the home 

co u n t r y t o process the a p p l i c a t i o n 

because the home c o u n t r y i s u n s t a b l e 

and u n s a f e . However, the i n l a n d 

h u m a n i t a r i a n p o l i c i e s a r e a p p l i e d 

i n c o n s i s t e n t l y , b e i n g i n t e r p r e t e d I n 

v a r i o u s ways, not j u s t from p r o v i n c e 

t o p r o v i n c e and o f f i c e t o o f f i c e , but 

from o f f i c e r t o o f f i c e r , so noone 

knows w i t h any c e r t a i n t y how a f a m i l y 

member w i l l be t r e a t e d . The present 

i n l a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n p o l i c i e s have 

been n e u t r a l i z e d by enforcement-

o r i e n t e d s e n i o r i m m i g r a t i o n 

o f f i c i a l s , who a r e w o r r i e d , n o t about 

whether a w i f e i s s u f f e r i n g from a 

mental breakdown, but about how many 

cases they can send t o the 

enforcement branch of t h e Commission 

t o s e t up t h e i r s t a t i s t i c s t o j u s t i f y 

r equests f o r more money from the 

Treasury Board t o remove people from 

Canada. 

D e t e n t i o n f a c i l i t i e s f o r persons 

whose o n l y "crime" has been t o seek 

asylum as a refugee i n Canada or t o 

remain and work i n Canada w i t h o u t 

p e r m i s s i o n , a r e substandard, not even 

complying w i t h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

standards f o r j u s t and humane 

d e t e n t i o n . D e t e n t i o n s are o f t e n 

l e n g t h y w i t h no p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

r e l e a s e because of the s t r i c t 

standards a p p l i e d by a d j u d i c a t o r s , 

who r a r e l y t a k e the p r i n c i p l e of 

l i b e r t y of person w i t h any 

s e r i o u s n e s s . The l i s t o f concerns 

goes on and on: the end r e s u l t b e i n g 

t h a t r a t h e r than deal w i t h i t s 

inhumane p o l i c i e s the Commission has 

f u r t h e r strengthened them so t h a t 

year by year they become h a r s h e r . 

Visas have been imposed t o " c o n t r o l , " 

a euphemism f o r " l i m i t , " refugee f l o w 

from c o u n t r i e s such as Guatemala and 

Guyana. I n l a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n l a n d i n g s 

have become more and more 

r e s t r i c t i v e , i g n o r i n g dangerous 

cou n t r y c o n d i t i o n s i n r e t u r n i n g c l o s e 

r e l a t i v e s f o r a w a i t of years t o get 

an Immigrant v i s a t o which they are 

e n t i t l e d . Refugee c l a i m s are b e i n g 

discouraged through d e t e n t i o n of the 

c l a i m a n t s , i n the hope t h a t they w i l l 

" give up" and go back t o the c o u n t r y 

which i s p e r s e c u t i n g them. S p e c i a l 

programmes, implemented where t h e r e 

i s recognized human r i g h t s abuse i n 

p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t r i e s , a r e not b e i n g 

a p p l i e d , f o r c i n g persons who should 

be accepted o u t r i g h t f o r l a n d i n g , 

i n t o the refugee stream t o up refugee 

s t a t i s t i c s t o c r e a t e a "refugee 

c r i s i s " f e a r t o j u s t i f y s t r i c t e r 

r e s t r i c t i o n o f access t o Canada as a 

c o u n t r y of f i r s t asylum. 

How Does A l l This A f f e c t Women? 

The present i m m i g r a t i o n laws do 
l i t t l e , i f a n y t h i n g , t o improve t h e 
s i t u a t i o n o f women i m m i g r a n t s . The 
Act o s t e n s i b l y p r o h i b i t s d i s c r i m i n a ­
t i o n based on s e x — t h e o n l y 
o b v i o u s l y d i s c r i m i n a t o r y r e g u l a t i o n 
i s one which denies men t h e r i g h t t o 
sponsor i l l e g i r a a t e c h l l d r e n - - b u t 



12 
p o l i c i e s and r u l e s which do not 

d i s c r i m i n a t e between men and women i n 

t h e i r w o r d i n g , do so i n f a c t . I t i s 

the f a i l u r e t o recognize the 

p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n s i n which women 

may f i n d themselves, t h a t r e s u l t s i n 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

For example, s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e 

t h a t women on average earn l e s s than 

men. Women w i s h i n g t o sponsor t h e i r 

c h i I d r e n , husbands or par e n t s wi 11 

r a r e l y meet Income g u i d e l i n e s . 

S i n g l e women w i t h c h i l d r e n more o f t e n 

than n o t do not earn enough money. 

I n assessing such a p p l i c a t i o n s , 

o f f i c e r s a r e g i v e n no i n s t r u c t i o n s t o 

deal f l e x i b l y w i t h these cases. I f 

a Canadian c i t i z e n i s re f u s e d a 

sponsorship a p p l i c a t i o n she must 

appeal t o the Imm i g r a t i o n Appeal 

Board, which means a f u r t h e r d e l ay o f 

se v e r a l years and a l s o r e t a i n i n g a 

lawyer t o h e l p h e r , o f t e n a t a h i g h 

c o s t . I f she i s a permanent r e s i d e n t 

she has no r i g h t t o appeal and can do 

n o t h i n g u n t i l she becomes a c i t i z e n 

or i s e a r n i n g enough money. 

Another area i n which women's 

concerns are n o t taken i n t o 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s i n hu m a n i t a r i a n and 

compassionate assessments e i t h e r 

i n s i d e or o u t s i d e Canada. For 

example, the Commission makes 

pregnant women r e t u r n t o t h e i r home 

c o u n t r i e s i n order t o have t h e i r 

husbands sponsor them from t h e r e . 

There i s a complete l a c k o f 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f the importance t o a 

woman i n ha v i n g e m o t i o n a l support and 

a s s i s t a n c e from a spouse when having 

a c h i l d , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h a f i r s t 

c h i l d . The Commission's response 

would l i k e l y be t h a t t he husband can 

go back w i t h t he w i f e , which would 

mean g i v i n g up h i s j o b , the o n l y 

support the couple may have. As 

w e l l , t he l a c k or inadequacy of 

medical f a c i l i t i e s i n the home 

c o u n t r y i s n o t considered a f a c t o r o f 

s u f f i c i e n t importance t o prevent r e ­

t u r n i n g a pregnant woman t o her coun­

t r y o f o r i g i n . 

T h i s k i n d o f i n s e n s l t i v i t y by 

i m m i g r a t i o n and v i s a o f f i c e r s , i s 

perhaps a t i t s w o r s t , i n the case of 

women who have been or are a f r a i d o f 

being raped. For example, i n Guyana, 

t h e r e i s a h i g h i n c i d e n c e o f rape o f 

East I n d i a n women. East I n d i a n 

parents w i l l keep t h e i r daughters out 

of the N a t i o n a l S e r v i c e because o f 

the c e r t a i n t y t h a t they w i l l be raped 

whi l e i n t h e s e r v i c e . even though 

t h i s means t h a t t h e y cannot e n t e r 

u n i v e r s i t y or o b t a i n any government 

j o b . I t i s common f o r g i r l s t o s t a y 

a t home a f t e r h i g h school because of 

t h i s and even then they are 

v u l n e r a b l e t o r a p e , because of the 

i n c r e a s i n g i n c i d e n c e o f armed a t t a c k s 

on East I n d i a n homes and the number 

of rapes o f women and young g i r l s 

found i n the homes d u r i n g such 

a t t a c k s . The f e a r o f f a m i l y members 

i n Canada about r e t u r n i n g female East 

I n d i a n r e l a t i v e s t o Guyana i s more 

than w e l l - f o u n d e d . Yet i t has y e t t o 

be recognized as a v a l i d f e a r by 

e i t h e r t he Refugee Status A d v i s o r y 

Committee or the I m m i g r a t i o n 

Coram i s s i o n . A we11-f ounded f ear o f 

rape because one i s a woman i s not a 
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recognized ground f o r acceptance as a 

refugee j n Canada. I t i s a l s o not 

one of the c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n an 

a p p l l c a t i o n on humani t a r i a n grounds. 

O f f i c e r s are not supposed t o cons i d e r 

the c o u n t r y c o n d i t i o n s i n assessing 

cases. Such f e a r s , r e g a r d l e s s o f how 

w e l l founded they a r e , are g i v e n 

a b s o l u t e l y no c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I f rape 

i s g i v e n any c o n s i d e r a t i o n a t a l l , i t 

i s o n l y a f t e r t he f a c t , r e g a r d l e s s o f 

how l i k e l y i t i s t o occur i n the 

f u t u r e . As a r e s u l t East I n d i an 

women who are not o t h e r w i s e 

recognized as refugees on ot h e r 

grounds are r o u t i n e l y ordered t o 

leave Canada and r e t u r n t o Guyana, 

o f t e n i n s i t u a t i o n s where they w i l l 

have t o l i v e alone t h e r e , w a i t i n g f o r 

a v i s a t o r e t u r n t o Canada under a 

sponsorship o f a husband, f o r 

example, or f o r good i f do n o t 

q u a l i f y on r e g u l a r grounds f o r a v i s a 

t o immigrate t o Canada. 

The present p o l i c y i s i n keeping 

w i t h t he I m m i g r a t i o n Commission
1

 s 

t r a d i t i o n o f i g n o r i n g f e a r s and 

concerns p a r t i c u l a r t o women. For 

example, no s p e c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n was 

ever g i v e n t o I r a n i a n women who d i d 

not want t o r e t u r n t o I r a n where they 

would not be a b l e t o work a t t h e i r 

p r o f e s s i o n s and would have t o l i v e as 

second c l a s s c i t i z e n s , c h a t t e l s I n a 

male-dominated system. S i m i l a r l y , 

the p l i g h t of women f a c i n g l o n g j a i l 

terms f o r removing t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

from c o u n t r i e s where the man has an 

automatic r i g h t t o custody i s 

i g n o r e d . T h i s t r a d i t i o n o f g i v i n g no 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n and no p r e f e r e n c e t o 

women who a r e or w i l l be v i c t i m i z e d 

i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s c o n t i n u e s . 

Having p r a c t i c e d i n the f i e l d o f 

i m m i g r a t i o n s i n c e b e i n g a law st u d e n t 

more than t e n years ago, I have 

l i t t l e hope t h a t t he s i t u a t i o n f o r 

immigrants i n g e n e r a l and women i n 

p a r t i c u l a r w i l l improve. The 

Immigration Commission i s n o t making 

any attempt t o develop r e a l i s t i c and 

e f f e c t i v e h u m a n i t a r i a n p o l i c i e s ; 

r a t h e r i t i s c l e a r l y a t t e m p t i n g t o 

take away or c o m p l e t e l y r e s t r i c t 

those p o l i c i e s s t i l l i n 

e x i s t e n c e . F l o r a McDonald's t r a c k 

r e c o r d t o date leaves f a i n t hope f o r 

improvement ; i t i s l i k e l y t h a t 

o f f i c i a l s a t the Commission
1

s 

n a t i o n a l headquarters w i l l have t h e i r 

way i n toughening our i m m i g r a t i o n 

enforcement system a t the expense of 

Canadian f a m i l i e s and t h e i r 

r e l a t i v e s , a t the expense o f refugees 

( i n c l u d i n g a t t h e expense of t h e i r 

l i v e s ) , and I n p a r t i c u l a r a t the 

expense o f women. 

Barbara Jackman 

Barbara Jackman i s a Toron t o lawyer 

s p e c i a l i z i n g i n I m m i g r a t i o n . 
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Eatons Workers On Strike 
F i f t e e n hundred s t r i k i n g Eatons 

workers from s i x s t o r e s i n O n t a r i o 

are I n t o t h e i r n i n t h week as of t h i s 

w r i t i n g . And s t i l l Eatons has n o t 

•ade a s e r i o u s o f f e r , o r even 

responded t o the union's proposal f o r 

a c o l l e c t i v e agreement. I t was 8 

months i n t o n e g o t i a t i o n s before 

Eatons even t a b l e d an o f f e r a t a l l . 

At the moment, the R e t a i l , Wholesale 

and Department Store Union, has f i l e d 

a c o m p l a i n t w i t h t h e O n t a r i o Labour 

R e l a t i o n s Board, c h a r g i n g Eatons w i t h 

b a r g a i n i n g i n bad f a i t h . Though the 

hearings have concluded, i t c o u l d be 

weeks b e f o r e the d e c i s i o n i s handed 

down, and time i s on Eatons s i d e . 

T h i s i s e x a c t l y what Eatons has been 

doing t h r o u g h o u t , s t a l l i n g f o r time 

probably hoping t h a t they w i l l reach 

the p o i n t when they can h o l d a de­

c e r t i f i c a t i o n v o t e . 

So f a r the company has r e f u s e d 

t o c o n s i d e r p u t t i n g even the company 

b e n e f i t s i t c u r r e n t l y o f f e r s i t s 

employees i n t o a c o l l e c t i v e 

agreement. 

The Canadian Labour Congress has 

c a l l e d a n a t i o n a l b o y c o t t o f Eatons 

and has thrown i t s weight behind the 

s t r i k e . Support from t he labour 

movement and th e women's movement has 

been growing immensely. There i s a 

l o t a t stake i n t h i s s t r i k e , both f o r 

the Canadian lab o u r movement, and f o r 

women i n p a r t i c u l a r . An attempt t o 

org a n i z e Eatons i n the e a r l y 1950's 

f a i l e d , and women's j o b ghettoes have 

h i s t o r i c a l l y been hard t o o r g a n i z e , 

as has the s e r v i c e s e c t o r i n g e n e r a l . 

Furthermore, Eatons I s one of the 

most p a t e r n a l i s t i c , condescending 

c o r p o r a t i o n s i n Canada, b u t I t 

t y p i f i e s t he n a t u r e o f t h e r e t a i l 

s e c t o r . 

So how were women a t Eatons able 

t o suddenly o r g a n i z e themselves when 

I t has been so d i f f i c u l t i n the past? 

Geri Sheedy and Donna Johansen, 

veterans o f the Dominion Stores D r i v e 

h i r e d by RWDSU t o work on the Eatons 

o r g a n i z i n g d r i v e , say i t i s a 

combination o f s e v e r a l f a c t o r s . They 
argue t h a t we are d e a l i n g w i t h a much 
more s o p h i s t i c a t e d l a b o u r f o r c e 
t o d a y , and i n p a r t i c u l a r , a more 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d f e u l e labour f o r c e . 
T h i s i n p a r t i s due t o the growing 
i n f l u e n c e o f t h e women's movement. 

I n 1950, women were 

p e r c e i v e d , and pe r c e i v e d themselves, 
as w o r k i n g f o r " p i n " money, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the r e t a i l s e c t o r . 
Now, many of the women work i n g f o r 
Eatons a r e s i n g l e mothers o r s e l f -
s u p p o r t e r s . Johansen p o i n t e d o ut 
t h a t , a l s o , l a b o u r laws have improved 
somewhat s i n c e 1948 and workers are 
aware o f t h i s . 
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But m a i n l y Eatons d i d i t t o 

themselves : employees had been 

w i t h o u t a r a i s e f o r 28 months when 

the Brampton s t o r e employees 

achieved automatic c e r t i f i c a t i o n i n 

March, 1984. Many f e l t I n s u l t e d 

when t h e company took t h e i r t i t l e s 

away, c u t i n t o t h e i r commissions, and 

gave small bonuses i n s t e a d o f 

r a i s e s . Meanwhile, Eatons c o n t i n u e s 

t o e n j o y as l a r g e p r o f i t s as i t ever 

has and i s e a s i l y one o f the most 

l u c r a t i v e c o r p o r a t i o n s I n Canada. I t 

made many women angry and they were 

abl e t o take Eatons by s u r p r i s e a t 

the Brampton s t o r e — t h e f o r e r u n n e r i n 

t h i s d r i v e — w h e n t h e u n i o n signed up 

85* o f the workers i n 7 days. F i v e 

more s t o r e s i n S t e . C a t h a r i n e s , 

London, Scarborough, and a t 

Yonge/Eglinton and V i c t o r i a 

Park/Danforth i n T o r o n t o , f o l l o w e d 

c l o s e l y on the heels o f t h e Brampton 

s t o r e . 

Since then Eatons has stepped up 

i t s a n t i - u n i o n campaign i n key s t o r e s 

i n T o r o n t o , e s p e c i a l l y i n the 

Eaton Centre and i n Y o r k d a l e . And i t 

i s not alone: Simpson's, The Bay and 

ot h e r r e t a i l f i r m s have a l s o been 

a f f e c t e d by t h e o r g a n i z i n g d r i v e and 

are r e s o r t i n g t o s i m i l a r campaigns t o 

keep the Union o u t . 

I t w i l l make a b i g d i f f e r e n c e t o 

workin g women i n the e n t i r e s e r v i c e 

s e c t o r i f workers a t Eatons win t h i s 

b a t t l e . A l r e a d y , t he RWDSU has 

rece i v e d many requests t o be 

organized from employees a t o t h e r 

r e t a i 1 s t o r e s , banks, o f f i c e s . and 

r e s t a u r a n t s . But n e g o t i a t i o n s are a t 

a c r i t i c a l p o i n t now, and time i s on 

the Employer's s i d e . Only massive 

p u b l i c support w i l l do the t r i c k : g et 

behind t h i s s t r i k e ! For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n about how you can h e l p , 

c a l l RWDSU a t 444-5205. 

On February Z, almost 1000 

people came out In support of 

striking Eaton's workers at 

Toronto's Yonge & Eglinton store 

and forced it to close for half 

an hour. The rally was one of 

many across Ontario organized by 

the Women's Strike Support 

Coalition, a coalition of unions 

and women's groups. 

Poem 
We now u n i t e t o f i g h t , 

To walk our beat and not r e t r e a t . 

Lots o f people don't c a r e . 

Which i s not r e a l l y f a i r ! 

I s i t too much t r o u b l e f o r t h e i r mind 

To understand, we j u s t l i k e t o be 

t r e a t e d r i g h t ? 

Eatons c e r t a i n l y has t r i e d 

To keep us l i k e r o b o t s w i t h o u t a 

mind. 

A robot o n l y f o l l o w s the command, 

I t doesn't t h i n k , f e e l o r demandl 

We have been a t o o l f o r t o o l o n g . 

I t i s time t o make i t known 

How Eatons operate t h e i r empire, 

They j u s t make any r u l e s they d e s i r e . 

Play w i t h people l i k e i n a game 

And t h a t ' s how they g o t t h e i r b i g 

name! 

I s i t so wrong t h e n , t o p l e a d 

For r u l e s I n b l a c k and w h i t e t o r e a d . 

To have a c o n t r a c t b a s i c and f a i r 

To stop t h i s s t r i k e and have a care? 

Yet s t i l l , i n a l l k i n d s o f weather we 

walk 

Because Eatons j u s t doesn't want t o 

t a l k ! 

They s t i l l p l a y t h e i r "Power of 

Money" game, 

Now t e l l me: does t h a t i n c r e a s e 

t h e i r v alue 

Or put shame t o t h e i r b i g t r a d i t i o n a l 

name? 

Marie Lorenzo 
R. S t r i k e r , Eatons, 

Yonge and E g l i n t o n 



Victory for Library Workers 

Metro L i b r a r y workers won our 

s t r i k e . A f t e r e i g h t weeks on the 

p i c k e t l i n e , we succeeded i n 

w i t h s t a n d i n g a massive a s s a u l t on our 

c o l l e c t i v e agreement and we made many 

i m p o r t a n t improvements. 

As i s known, we thought o f our 

s t r i k e a t the L i b r a r y as an i m p o r t a n t 

one f o r women w o r k e r s — a n d not o n l y 

because the L i b r a r y i s a "women's j o b 

g h e t t o " w i t h women co m p r i s i n g over 

80* o f the L i b r a r y w o r k f o r c e . Along 

w i t h many o t h e r women workers, we 

faced the t h r e a t o f j o b l o s s and j o b 

de - s k i 11ing through the i n t r o d u c t i o n 

of new technology a t the L i b r a r y . 

Our s t r i k e was i n the main a 

de f e n s i v e s t r i k e , t o p r o t e c t t he 

gains we had made i n the p a s t . I n 

1981 and 1982 we had n e g o t i a t e d some 

s i g n i f i c a n t p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t the 

e f f e c t s o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l change. 

Many o f the L i b r a r y Board's 104 

proposed takeaways i n 3 984 were 

designed t o e l i m i n a t e t h a t 

p r o t e c t i o n . 

F o r t u n a t e l y , because t h e union 

was s t r o n g and because o f a l l the 

support we r e c e i v e d , we were a b l e t o 

prevent the L i b r a r y Board from 

g u t t i n g our c o n t r a c t . I n f a c t , we 

were a b l e t o make gains d u r i n g the 

s t r i k e . From t h e b e g i n n i n g o f our 
b a r g a i n i n g , we had made i t c l e a r t o 
management t h a t we had no i n t e n t i o n 
o f s t r i k i n g t o sta n d s t i l l . I f they 
f o r c e d us onto the s t r e e t , then we 
intende d t o make improvements. And 
we d i d . 

Several o f the g a i n s we made are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o r women 
wor k e r s . For example, a d o p t i o n leave 
w i l l now be t r e a t e d e x a c t l y as 
m a t e r n i t y l e a v e — i n c l u d i n g payment of 
b e n e f i t s by the Board f o r the f i r s t 
t h r e e months. Pregnant employees 
w i l l be al l o w e d t o t r a n s f e r 
immediately away from VDT's t o a 
comparable j o b . 

I n the area o f VDT p r o t e c t i o n 
g e n e r a l l y we made o t h e r g a i n s . No 
employee w i l l be r e q u i r e d t o work 
more than f i v e hours a day on the 
machine and each VDT worker w i l l 
r e c e i v e a ten-minute break h o u r l y , i n 
a d d i t i o n t o r e g u l a r c o f f e e breaks. 
Employees w i t h s e r i o u s i l l n e s s e s w i l l 
be a l l o w e d medical exemption from 
work a t the t e r m i n a l s . The Board 
agreed t o r e g u l a r l y check t h e 
machinery t o ensure s a f e t y . They 
a l s o agreed t h a t e l e c t r o n i c 
m o n i t o r i n g would not be used as t h e 
major method i n e v a l u a t i n g employees 
work performance. We t h i n k these are 
imp o r t a n t guarantees. 

We a l s o made some breakthroughs 

f o r p a r t - t i m e l i b r a r y w orkers. I n 

p a r t i c u l a r , p a r t - t i m e r s w i l l now be 

able t o accumulate s i c k time and so 

w i l l be a b l e t o r e c e i v e pay when 

absent due t o i l l n e s s . T h i s i s the 

f i r s t time p a r t - t i m e r s w i l l r e c e i v e 

p a i d b e n e f i t s . But t o get s i c k pay 

p r o v i s i o n s , we had t o agree t o 

p r o b a t i o n f o r p a r t - t i m e r s , and 

f u r t h e r , t h a t p a r t - t i m e employees 

w i l l not r e c e i v e s e n i o r i t y p r o t e c t i o n 

u n t i l p r o b a t i o n i s completed. T h i s 

was a b i t t e r p i l l t o s w a l l o w -

p a r t i c u l a r l y as i t was i n t r o d u c e d by 

management a f t e r e v e r y t h i n g e l s e had 

been r e s o l v e d . C l e a r l y , t he union 
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has a j o b t o do i n the n e x t round o f 

b a r g a i n i n g t o extend p r o t e c t i o n t o 

p a r t - t i m e r s on p r o b a t i o n . I n t h i s 

a r e a , we a l s o won t h e r i g h t t o 

t r a n s f e r 100% s e n i o r i t y from f u l l t o 

p a r t - t i m e j o b s and from p a r t t o f u l l -

t ime j o b s , as w e l l as a procedure f o r 

such t r a n s f e r s . 

We s e t t l e d f o r a two year 

c o n t r a c t , w i t h a 5* wage in c r e a s e f o r 

1984; an agreement was e s s e n t i a l t o 

a l l o w us t o re c u p e r a t e and prepare 

f o r the n e x t b a t t l e . 

A l l i n a l l , our s t r i k e was a 

success. We won, as I've a l r e a d y 

s a i d , l a r g e l y because of t h e support 

we r e c e i v e d from the women's 

movement, the l a b o u r movement and the 

community. Thi s support was 

demonstrated i n a v a r i e t y of ways. 

Community and labour r a l l i e s were 

h e l d every Wednesday d u r i n g the 

s t r i k e . Speakers brought s o l i d a r i t y 

and encouragement from CUPE N a t i o n a l 

and O n t a r i o . from the Metro Labour 

Council and the O n t a r i o F e d e r a t i o n o f 

Labour, from t h e women's movement and 

from the m u l t i - c u l t u r a l and immigrant 

communities ( o u r slogan f o r t h i s 

r a l l y was, a p p r o p r i a t e l y , " I n Any 

Language, Thi s C o n t r a c t S t i n k s " ) . 

S p e c i a l support p i c k e t s were 

a l s o h e l d Saturdays. Students came 

one Saturday; another Saturday event 

was an " A r t s and L e t t e r s Day" on the 

p i c k e t l i n e - - " A S t r i k e Stranger than 
F i c t i o n " . 

D a i l y support was a l s o g i v e n on 

the p i c k e t l i n e s and by i n d i v i d u a l s 

w r i t i n g and phoning members of t h e 

L i b r a r y Board. Th i s l a s t method o f 

support was so e f f e c t i v e t h a t Board 

members complained they were 

r e c e i v i n g too many phone c a l l s . I t 

may a l s o have had something t o do 

w i t h t he r e s i g n a t i o n o f both t h e 

Chairman and the Vi c e - C h a i r o f t h e 

Metro L i b r a r y Board immediately 

f o l l o w i n g the s t r i k e ! 

S t r i k e s are expensive f o r unions 

as w e l l as f o r the i n d i v i d u a l 

members. Our l o c a l made a commitment 

to supplement t h e s t r i k e pay of our 

members beyond the $60/week p r o v i d e d 

by the N a t i o n a l Union. We knew we 

were i n f o r a l o n g s t r i k e and d i d n o t 

want the s t r i k e t o be broken f o r 

f i n a n c i a l reasons. We a l s o committed 

our l o c a l t o pay c h i l d c a r e expenses 

f o r a l l members w i t h c h i l d r e n 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the s t r i k e . T h i s 

agreement a l l o w e d many more pa r e n t s 

t o j o i n t he p i c k e t l i n e , b ut i t c o s t 

us over $1,400/week. Concrete 

support f o r the s t r i k e came i n the 

form o f f i n a n c i a l d o n a t i o n s from 

many, many u n i o n s . Many l o c a l unions 

were e s p e c i a l l y generous because they 

understood the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f a "no 

concessions" s t r i k e such as o u r s . 

Women's groups i n t h e labou r 

movement and t h e community a l s o made 

an i m p o r t a n t f i n a n c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 

c o n t r i b u t i o n by h e l p i n g t o or g a n i z e a 

f u n d r a i s i n g forum "Women and Techno­

logy : Looking f o r the B e n e f i t s " . 

Although t h i s event was h e l d a f t e r 

the s t r i k e was s e t t l e d , i t 

nonetheless helped reduce our d e f i c i t 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 

As new technology i s 

i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t r o d u c e d , employers 

w i l l be se e k i n g , as d i d the 

M e t r o p o l i t a n Toronto L i b r a r y Board, 

to m a i n t a i n t o t a l c o n t r o l over the 
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technology i t s e l f and over t h e 

c o n d i t i o n s of work of t h e i r 

employees. I n many ways, t h e L i b r a r y 

s t r i k e was a t e s t case. L i b r a r y 

workers passed the t e s t . We wish 

o t h e r workers every success i n 

t h e i r upcoming b a t t l e s , and w i l l be 

ready t o p r o v i d e a l l the a s s i s t a n c e 

we can. 

Sue Genge 

Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t 

CUPE 1582 

Sue Genge was President of CUPE 1S82 

representing L i b r a r y A s s i s t a n t s a t 

the Metro L i b r a r y during the s t r i k e . 

Newfoundland Tel Workers 
Stand Firm 

Newfoundland Telephone workers, 

out on s t r i k e s i n c e e a r l y l a s t J u l y 

(see Cayenne, Nov/Dec 84) , have 

r e s o u n d i n g l y r e j e c t e d a company 

o f f e r w i t h a 92% v o t e , h i g h e r than 

the o r i g i n a l s t r i k e v o t e . 

The company s l i g h t l y b e t t e r e d 

i t s o r i g i n a l m u n i f i c e n t o f f e r of 0% 

p l u s 0% over two y e a r s , but. made a 

b l a t a n t a t t e m p t t o d i v i d e the workers 

w i t h an o f f e r which would s t i l l 

have l e f t the c l e r i c a l u n i t way 

behind the o p e r a t o r s and c r a f t u n i t s . 

One of the main issues of 

c o n t e n t i o n i n the s t r i k e i s wage 

p a r i t y and the o f f e r made no 

concessions on t h i s , and w i t h e l d the 

Rand f o r m u l a from c l e r i c a l workers. 

I t i s apparent t h a t the company wants 

t o punish c l e r i c a l workers because 

t h i s i s the f i r s t time they have 

o r g a n i z e d . I t was expected t h a t the 

o p e r a t o r s and c r a f t u n i t s would 

accept the o f f e r , which made some 

concessions t o them, and t h a t the 

c l e r i c a l workers would r e j e c t i t . As 

i t t u r n e d o u t , t h e c l e r i c a l workers 

voted 92% a g a i n s t , but the o p e r a t o r s 

and c r a f t u n i t s v o t e d 96 and 94% 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ! 

Since the b e g i n n i n g of the 

s t r i k e two people have been f i r e d — 

one of whom o n l y found out she had 

been f i r e d d u r i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s — a n d 

f o u r suspended. The membership i s 

h o l d i n g f i r m on demands t h a t t h e r e be 

no f i r i n g s and no suspensions. They 

are a l s o demanding charges be dropped 

a g a i n s t those who were a r r e s t e d on 

the p i c k e t l i n e . O r i g i n a l l y 52 

people were a r r e s t e d , but none of the 

charges brought t o c o u r t so f a r have 

s t u c k . 

How can you h e l p put the 

pressure on Newfoundland Tel? Here's 

one idea: c a l l d i r e c t o r y a s s i s t a n c e 

i n Newfoundland from a pay phone ( 1 ¬

709-555-1212 - i t ' s f r e e ! ) , and a 

scab w i l l answer. Keep the scab on 

the l i n e as long as p o s s i b l e , perhaps 

by a s k i n g f o r a number f o r a 

f i c t i t i o u s person and then suggesting 

myriad a l t e r n a t i v e s p e l l i n g s when the 

number cannot be f o u n d . I t ' s a good 
chance t o use your i m a g i n a t i o n - get 

t h a t long d i s t a n c e f e e l i n g ! For 

more i n f o r m a t i o n about the s t r i k e and 

how you can h e l p , c a l l the Regional 

O f f i c e of the Communications Workers 

of Canada a t 977-6678. 

C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

( w i t h thanks t o Janice McLelland and 

Ed Seymour) 

NATIVE WOMEN 19 
For the most part, we i n the women's 

movement know very l i t t l e about the 

l i v e s , pain, laughter, anger, 

creat i v i t y and struggles of native 

women. We do hear about the issues 

that make headlines—the struggle to 

recognize women i n the Indian Act, 

the heroic actions of women demanding 

an end to the kidnapping of their 

children by state agencies i n t h i s 

country, the murder of AIM activists 

l i k e Anna Mae Aquash in the U.S.—and 

many of us have tried to work to 

support those struggles. Yet native 

women remain for the most part, 

invisible. 

Since very few of you, our 

readers, are native we'd l i k e Cayenne 
to play a small role in challenging 

t h i s I n v i s i b i l i t y . 

This issue we're reprinting a 

se Iec t i on of poems by Joy Harjo, a 

Crée who l i v e s i n S a n t e Fe, New 

Mexico. The poems are published i n 

ThaI's What She Said; Contemporary  

Poetry and Fiction p_y_ Native 

American Women (Indiana University 

Press, 1964). 

The two short articles that 

followare written by women i n Big 

Trout Lake, a smat I Ojlbway-Cree 

communi ty In north western Ontario. 

Big Trout Lake Is not accessible by 

road or rai I , but Is serviced by 

scheduled aircraft from Sloux 

Lookout, a ninety minute flight away. 

The articles were written for the 

f i r s t issue of a community newspaper. 

Recent ly, a few women i n Trout 

have decided to organize a women's 

group so that they can support one 

another, make sure women get access 

to the limited number of Jobs that 

are aval table, to find out about the 

women's movement i n other places, and 

perhaps to take some action to change 

the dismal health system in their 

communi ty. They also want to set up 

a centre with women's books, etc. 

If you have any mater la l s you could 

donate please drop them by our office 

at 386 Bloor Street West. 

Conversations between Here and Home 

Emma Lee's husband beat her up 

this weekend. 

His government check was held 

up, and he borrowed the money 

to drink on. 

Anna had to miss one week of work 

because her youngest child 

got sick, 

she says, "it's hard sometimes, but 

easier than with a man." 

"I haven't seen Jim for two weeks 

now," his wife tells me on the phone 

(but I saw him Saturday with that Anadarko 

woman). 

angry women are building 

houses of stones 

they are grinding the mortar 

between straw-thin teeth 

and broken families 
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I Am a Dangerous Woman 

the sharp ridges of clear blue windows 

motion to me 

from the airport's second floor 

edges dance in the foothills of the sandias 

behind security guards 

who wave me into their guncatcher machine 

i am a dangerous woman 

when the machine buzzes 

they say to take off my belt 

and i remove it so easy 

that it catches the glance 

of a man standing nearby 

(maybe that is the deadly weapon 

that has the machine singing) 

i am a dangerous woman 

but the weapon is not visible 

security will never find it 

they can't hear the clicking 

of the gun 

inside my head 

Joy Harjo 

WOMEN'S TRADES COURSE 

There i s j u s t a month l e f t f o r t h e 

women's c a r p e n t r y shop here i n Big 

Trou t Lake. According t o the 

Outreach Program Worker, Roy 

Anderson, the funds a r e p r o v i d e d from 

C o n f e d e r a t i o n College and Manpower. 

J o e l Chapman, a l o c a l r e s i d e n t was 

h i r e d by the band t o teach 12 women 

c a r p e n t r y . T h i s program was s t a r t e d 

by the Band w i t h t h e i r goal t o t r a i n 

women t o be able t o work i n housing 

i n t h e summer. The c a r p e n t r y shop 

commenced on October 1, 1984 and w i l l 

end on February 15, 1985. 

The women began b u i l d i n g a 

f o u n d a t i o n o f a house and they ran 

out o f m a t e r i a l s . Since t h e r e i s a 

l i m i t e d time they a r e o n l y l e a r n i n g 

f u r n i t u r e making and the use of 

lumber. They work i n d i v i d u a l l y 

making t h e i r own f u r n i t u r e , eg. t o y 

c h e s t s , book and magazine r a c k s , 

telephone s t a n d s , c l o t h e s r a c k s , 

t a k e - a p a r t s h e l v e s , medicine c a b i n e t s 

and s l e d s . They work t o g e t h e r on 

bi g g e r t h i n g s such as k i t c h e n 

c a b i n e t s . Anybody who wishes t o have 

t h e i r f u r n i t u r e made or f i x e d can do 

so, as long as they p r o v i d e t h e i r own 

m a t e r i a l s and lumber. 

J o e l f e e l s t h a t t h e women are 

p r o g r e s s i n g w e l l and seem i n t e r e s t e d 

i n l e a r n i n g . He a l s o s a i d they need 

h i s s u p e r v i s i o n most o f the time when 

making something. When we asked him 

i f t he women w i l l be a b l e t o work on 

housing next summer, h i s response was 

some would be capable but they would 

need more t r a i n i n g . 
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The women we i n t e r v i e w e d s a i d 

t h a t they enjoy the course and most 

of them s a i d the reason they took 

t h i s t r a i n i n g was t h a t t h e y were 

bored a t home. So i t sounds l i k e s i x 

hours a day away from home i s doing 

them good. They
1

 r e f i n d i n g t h i s 

course easy but they t h i n k t h a t i t i s 

too s h o r t . They a r e c o n f i d e n t t o 

work i n housing next summer. The 

women f e e l i t b e n e f i t e d them w i t h the 

t h i n g s they accomplished and what 

they l e a r n e d . 

So good l u c k t o the women who 

w i l l be working I n the housing t h i s 

summer. Show the guys women are 

j u s t as capable o f d o i n g the men's 

j o b s . 

Rosemary McKay and 

Dora Sainnawap 

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION 
We i n t e r v i e w e d s e v e r a l employees 

of t he Band O f f i c e and one 
t r a n s p o r t e r . We asked these 
employees why women are not allowed 
to do any school t r a n s p o r t i n g . 

F i r s t we i n t e r v i e w e d the school 

t r a n s p o r t e r and he d i d not r e a l l y 

know how t o answer t h a t q u e s t i o n . A 

few of the statements t h a t he made 

were t h a t i t i s ve r y h a r d f o r a 

woman t o do the school t r a n s p o r t i n g , 

e s p e c i a l l y when i t i s c o l d . He a l s o 

s a i d t h a t w h i l e t r a n s p o r t i n g the 

c h i l d r e n , they might have skidoo 

problems on i c e . Problems l i k e 

these: maybe a woman would not be 

able t o f i x the skidoo r i g h t away and 

the c h i l d r e n would be stranded i n the 

middle o f the l a k e . Also women might 

not be s t r o n g enough t o g e t the 

skidoo out of t h e slus h y w a t e r . 

The l a s t few people we 

i n t e r v i e w e d s a i d t h a t p r o b l a b l y the 

l a d i e s were never g i v e n a chance. 

Maybe the h i r i n g committee wanted men 

o n l y . Ladies should be gi v e n a 

chance because they deal a l o t more 

w i t h c h i l d r e n than men. 

Women c o u l d do i t , even though 

i t i s hard work. They have t o know 

how t o m a i n t a i n the s k i d o o , but i t 

on l y depends on how s t r o n g the woman 

i s whether she c o u l d l e a r n i t . Most 

women have more experience w i t h 

c h i l d r e n . 

I n i t i a l l y , when the c o n t r a c t was 

sig n e d , they d i d not know i f i t was 

open f o r women t o a p p l y . Maybe, they 

were not gi v e n an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

a p p l y . 

I n t he f u t u r e , what most people 
would l i k e t o see I s f o r the l a d i e s 

t o be g i v e n an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

t r a n s p o r t the c h i l d r e n . 

Last but not l e a s t , t h e school 

t r a n s p o r t e r p o s i t i o n s should 

t h e r e f o r e be open f o r bo t h men and 

women t o a p p l y . 

I n our o p i n i o n , we t h i n k women 

are capable o f doing a n y t h i n g t h a t 

men can do. Women are j u s t as  

capable as men. 
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An Interview 

Judy Rebtck, socialist feminist and 

ions time political activist, is a 

prominent leader i n the pro-choice 

movement. Chris H i l l s of Cayenne 
spoke with her about the state of the 

struggle for abortion rights. 

CM: Could you s t a r t by s i t u a t i n g the 

s t r u g g l e f o r c h o i c e i n the c o n t e x t of 

the r i s e o f t h e R i g h t i n Canada? 

JR: The s t r u g g l e f o r freedom of 

c h o i c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y around t h i s 

c l i n i c , i s r e a l l y the vanguard of the 

f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e R i g h t i n Canada. 

I f we can win t h i s and set back the 

a n t i - c h o i c e f o r c e s I t w i l l be an 

i m p o r t a n t blow a g a i n s t the emergence 

of an o v e r a l l R i g h t w i n g . They see 

t h i s issue as a p r i o r i t y and i t ' s on 

the a b o r t i o n i s s u e t h a t they have 

t h e i r w i d e s t s u p p o r t . They have 

broader support on the a b o r t i o n i s s u e 

because o f a l l the m y s t i f i c a t i o n 

around motherhood and because of the 

success they've had i n t o u c h i n g a 

concern about l i f e - a n d - d e a t h , the 

q u e s t i o n of the f e t u s . They've b u i l t 

a base on the a b o r t i o n issue which 

they then can use t o f i g h t on o t h e r 

issues,such as sexual freedom so 

pushing them back on t h i s issue i s 

r e a l l y c r i t i c a l i n terms of the 

general f i g h t a g a i n s t the R i g h t . 

CM: The women's movement has l o s t 

some support among many d i s a b l e d 

people who f e e l t h a t , f o r example, 

a b o r t i n g a f e t u s because i t i s known 

to have spina b i f i d a or some k i n d of 

d i s a b i l i t y means t h a t the l i f e o f a 

d i s a b l e d person i s not b e i n g g i v e n 

equal v a l u e . How should the p r o -

choice movement approach t h i s 

issue? 

JR: The percentage of a b o r t i o n s 

which are done because the f e t u s i s 

d i s a b l e d i n some way i s so minimal 

t h a t i t ' s r e a l l y a red h e r r i n g . The 

problem of the l a c k of value g i v e n 

the l i f e of a d i s a b l e d person i s 

r o o t e d i n the whole a t t i t u d e of 

s o c i e t y toward the d i s a b l e d ; i t has 

r e a l l y n o t h i n g t o do w i t h the 

a b o r t i o n issue a t a l l . F i g h t i n g 

those a t t i t u d e s and e d u c a t i n g people 

as t o the c a p a b i l i t y and the humanity 

of d i s a b l e d people i s the key t o 

s o l v i n g t h a t problem, as w e l l as, of 

course, changing s o c i e t y so t h a t i t 
doesn't j u s t l o ok a t people i n terms 

of t h e i r p r o d u c t i v e c a p a c i t y , but 

looks a t t h e i r humanity. I'm 

p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e t o t h i s 

because I work w i t h d i s a b l e d people 

and I've been p e r s o n a l l y a t t a c k e d on 

t h i s . I t h i n k we j u s t have t o 

d i s c u s s i t w i t h d i s a b l e d people and 

t r y t o convince them of t h a t p o i n t of 

view. 

CM: A l l of us who are pro-choice have 

a t one time or another s a i d t h a t no 

woman goes through an a b o r t i o n 

1 i g h t l y or c a s u a l l y ; t h e r e
1

 s 

ambivalence and anguish i n v o l v e d . 

Why? 

Choice: 
with Judy Rebick 
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JR: I t h i n k t h a t f o r most women the 

anguish comes from w a n t i n g t o be a 

mother; nobody I know who has had a 

d i f f i c u l t d e c i s i o n around a b o r t i o n 

was w o r r i e d t h a t she was k i l l i n g 

someone. The reason she had 

d i f f i c u l t y was because "I'm 

pregnant, maybe I should go through 

w i t h i t now." That's the c h a r a c t e r 

o f the anguish I know about. 

P e r s o n a l l y , i f I got pregnant now— 

I'm 39 years o l d — i t would be v e r y 

hard f o r me t o have an a b o r t i o n 

because the b i o l o g i c a l c l o c k i s 

t i c k i n g away . . . I've always 

wanted t o have a c h i l d and I've 

decided not t o , but i f I got pregnant 

the p o s s i b i l i t y of having a c h i l d 

would be posed f o r me v e r y 

d i r e c t l y . I t h i n k t h a t ' s the 

c h a r a c t e r of the a n g u i s h . 

That's the problem I have w i t h 

Kathleen McDonnell's book; t o me the 

crux of the issue of a b o r t i o n i s not 

a moral i s s u e s u r r o u n d i n g the f e t u s 

as the R i g h t t o L i f e has d e f i n e d i t . 

The c e n t r a l i s s u e , pro and con, i s 

around women's r o l e i n s o c i e t y , and 

the m y s t i f i c a t i o n about motherhood 

and the t h r e a t t o the t r a d i t i o n a l 

r o l e of women posed by r e p r o d u c t i v e 

f reedom. 

CM: Do you t h i n k the R i g h t t o L i f e 

d i s t o r t s the q u e s t i o n ? 

JR: Yes, and we have succeeded 

i n posing i t i n democratic terms... 

freedom of c h o i c e , p l u r a l i s m , e t c . , 

but we haven't been as s u c c e s s f u l — 

and t h i s i s i m p o r t a n t as a s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t — i n g e t t i n g across the idea 

t h a t the s t r u g g l e f o r r e p r o d u c t i v e 

r i g h t s i s a s t r u g g l e f o r women's 

r i g h t s and t h a t t o f i g h t a g a i n s t 

r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s i s t o f i g h t 

a g a i n s t women's r i g h t s . I don't 

t h i n k we've s u f f i c i e n t l y made t h a t 

p o i n t i n the popular consciousness. 

I t ' s t h e r e , but I don * t t h i n k i t ' s 

s t r o n g enough. 

CM: What i s the d i f f e r e n c e between a 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s t r a t e g y on 

choice and a l i b e r a l o r r a d i c a l 

f e m i n i s t p o s i t i o n ? 

JR: I t h i n k the general programmatic 

p o s i t i o n , t h a t i s , r e p e a l the 

a b o r t i o n law, a b o r t i o n f r e e l y 

a c c e s s i b l e and f u l l y covered by 

medical i n s u r a n c e , i s shared by 

everyone i n t h e women's movement. 

There are d i f f e r e n c e s i n s t r a t e g y . 

The worst of t h e l i b e r a l 

f e m i n i s t s a r e a f r a i d of t h e i s s u e , 

they don't want t o touch i t , because 

i t " d i v i d e s " women and i t ' s too h o t . 

They t h i n k i t ' s b e t t e r t o make gains 

on o t h e r issues l i k e equal pay or 

pornography or whatever. The 

a b o r t i o n issue s o r t of upsets the 

a p p l e c a r t . We do, however, have a 

l o t i n common w i t h l i b e r a l 

f e m i n i s t s who are s t r o n g l y pro-

c h o i c e , and t h e r e are many of 

them. The d i f f e r e n c e s l i e m a i n l y i n 

t h e i r f a i l u r e t o understand the 
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importance o f mass a c t i o n i n the 

s t r u g g l e ; They tend t o focus more on 

lo b b y i n g and on the l e g a l s i d e and 

less on the importance o f 

demonstrations and a c t i o n s o f t h a t 

s o r t . Another weakness of some 

l i b e r a l f e m i n i s t s i s t h a t they don't 

understand what i s necessary t o make 

r e a l c h o i c e s , e.g. b e t t e r economic 

c o n d i t i o n s . 

The d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h r a d i c a l 

f e m i n i s t s are much le s s t a n g i b l e . A 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s t r a t e g y focusses 

demands on the S t a t e . whereas some 

r a d i c a l f e m i n i s t s might focus more on 

a s t r a t e g y of s e t t i n g up an 

a l t e r n a t i v e , you know, the k i n d o f 

t h i n g Connie Clement t a l k s about 

( H e a l t h s h a r i n g 1983): women doing 

a b o r t i o n s on each o t h e r and not 

d e a l i n g w i t h the medical system. 

Q: So what what would be a s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t response t o t h a t p o s i t i o n ? 

JR: We should have a couple of 

responses. The f i r s t i s t h a t i t ' s a 

s o l u t i o n f o r some women, f o r a small 

number of women, not f o r the mass of 

women. I n order t o come t o a 

s o l u t i o n f o r the mass of women you 

have t o address the i n s t i t u t i o n s i n 

s o c i e t y , t he medical system and the 

government. That's the fundamental 

problem w i t h what she's s a y i n g . I t ' s 

the same argument we had i n the 

s i x t i e s w i t h t h e h i p p i e s : i s t h e way 

to change the wo r l d t o change your 

l i f e and l i f e o f the people around 

you and go back t o the l a n d , or i s 

the way t o change the w o r l d t o 

s t r u g g l e t o change the government and 

the s o c i a l system so t h a t n ot j u s t 

you and your f r i e n d s have a 

b e t t e r l i f e b ut everybody has a 

b e t t e r l i f e ? We would p r e f e r t o see 

women d o c t o r s w o r k i n g i n c l i n i c s w i t h 

community a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . Our lo n g -

term v i s i o n i s of women's c l i n i c s 

p r o v i d i n g a range of s e r v i c e s , o f 

which a b o r t i o n i s o n l y one. 

When OCAC was f i r s t formed we 

f e l t t h a t l o b b y i n g and or g a n i z i n g 

g e n e r a l l y f o r re p e a l o f the law 

wasn't w o r k i n g , and so our s t r a t e g y 

was t o open a c l i n i c and t o change 

the law t h a t way. That's our c e n t r a l 

s t r a t e g y . To win t h a t OCAC has 

always had a mass-action s t r a t e g y , 

f e e l i n g t h a t m o b i l i z i n g people i n 

support of t h e c l i n i c and i n support 

of the l e g a l i z a t i o n o f c l i n i c s i s the 

best way t o win the s t r u g g l e . We 

a l s o recognize the importance o f our 

1 Inks w i t h the labour movement and 

the NDP, which we've always focused 

on and spent q u i t e a l o t o f time on. 

Our s t r a t e g y has changed a 

l i t t l e b i t over the l a s t two y e a r s . 

We now put more emphasis on the 

repeal o f the law, seeing t h a t i t has 

to be a two-pronged campaign, one f o r 

the c l i n i c i t s e l f and two, c o n t i n u i n g 

to c a l 1 f o r re p e a l o f the law. 

G e n e r a l l y , I t h i n k the s t r a t e g y 

i s w o r k i n g , but t h e r e are c e r t a i n l y 

weaknesses; I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o 

t a l k about t h a t . One i s r e l y i n g on 

Dr. M o r g e n t a l e r , and on a couple o f 

male d o c t o r s w i t h o u t whom we co u l d 

not be waging t h i s s t r u g g l e . Because 

Dr. Morgentaler's p r o f i l e i s , t o say 

the l e a s t , r a t h e r h i g h , t h e p r o -

choice movement almost disappears 

behind i t . We've been a b l e t o combat 

t h a t by making me h i g h p r o f i l e , 

which i s a l s o n o t so good, because 

we're a c o l l e c t i v e . Also i t ' s a 

weakness of the c l i n i c s t r a t e g y t h a t 

you have t o have a d o c t o r who* s 

w i l l i n g t o open a c l i n i c and who has 

the money t o do i t . There's n o t h i n g 

we can do about t h a t but t h e r e a r e 

people who f e e l t h a t i t ' s a b i g 

enough weakness t h a t we shouldn't be 

do i n g i t . I d i s a g r e e , but i t i s a 

weakness, i n terms o f m o b i l i z i n g 

people, i n terms o f making some o f 

the p o l i t i c a l p o i n t s we'd l i k e t o 

make about how you change s o c i e t y . 

I don't b e l i e v e you change 

s o c i e t y through the a c t i o n s o f 

I n d i v i d u a l s — i t ' s n ot Dr. Morgentaler 

who's w i n n i n g t h i s . I t ' s a movement 

which i s wi n n i n g i t , and y e t t o the 

average Canadian i t looks l i k e i t ' s 

Dr. M o r g e n t a l e r . Dr. Morgentaler i s 

ver y i m p o r t a n t , but t o the average 

Canadian i t i s Dr. Mo r g e n t a l e r . 

Another problem i s our being 

f o r c e d i n t o the c o u r t s . We went 

through a whole year of 

d e m o b i l i z a t i o n because of t h a t and 

l o s t some people. Then t h e r e ' s the 

expense of being i n the c o u r t s . We 

r a i s e d $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 — w e l l , the women's 

movement c o u l d have done a h e l l o f a 

l o t w i t h t h a t $150,000. I t makes you 

s i c k t o see i t go t o lawyers and 

c o u r t c o s t s , but on the o t h e r hand. 

I f you're g o i n g t o f i g h t a b a t t l e 

l i k e t h i s i n the c o u r t s you need the 

best p o s s i b l e l e g a l h e l p . M o r r i s 

Manning i s c h a r g i n g us a l o t l e s s 

than he usual l y does, and he ' s the 

best p o s s i b l e person; he
1

 s t o t a l l y 

committed t o the cause. 

But h a v i n g s a i d a l l t h a t , I 

b e l i e v e we have managed, o b v i o u s l y , 

t o make freedom o f choi c e and 

r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s a c e n t r a l i s s u e 

i n t h i s c o u n t r y , t o begin t o g a i n 
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back some ground from the a n t i - c h o i c e 

people. Over the years they've been 

s l o w l y and q u i e t l y r o l l i n g back the 

gains t h a t women made on c h o i c e , on 

a b o r t i o n . We've been a b l e t o sto p 

t h a t process t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , and 

are b e g i n n i n g t o push them back. 

I t h i n k we are w i n n i n g the propaganda 

war now. Some people don ' t t h i n k so 

bu t , f o r example, two years ago 

nobody t a l k e d about choi ce i n the 

populace whereas now everybody does. 

That's a r e s u l t o f the e d u c a t i o n a l 

campaigns t h a t n o t o n l y OCAC, but the 

whole pro-choice movement has been 

abl e t o do. 
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y some people see 

our weaknesses and p u l l back as a 

r e s u l t . Any s t r u g g l e has weaknesses; 

you're never going t o have a p e r f e c t 

s o c i a l s t r u g g l e and we're doing what 

we can. For example, the e s c o r t 

s e r v i c e shows t h e t a n g i b l e 

involvement of the women's movement. 

I t was something t h a t we developed 

out of n e c e s s i t y because of p o l i c e 

harassment, but i t ' s a v e r y f e m i n i s t 

t h i n g ; i t ' s s e l f - h e l p f o r women, 

women h e l p i n g women, not i n a s o c i a l 

s e r v i c e way, but h e l p i n g t o defend 

each o t h e r from a t t a c k s from the 

Rig h t and from the p o l i c e . We have a 

hundred women v o l u n t e e r i n g f o r e s c o r t 

du t y , and very f ew of those women 

have ever had a n y t h i n g t o do w i t h the 

women's movement. I t ' s very 

e x c i t i n g t o s i t i n t h a t c l i n i c and 

see the sense of s o l i d a r i t y among 

women, i t ' s f a n t a s t i c . 

of f u n d a m e n t a l i s t r e l i g i o n s i s v e r y 

minimal i n Quebec, and the n o t i o n 

t h a t Church and S t a t e should be 

separate and t h a t the Church should 

sta y out of people's l i v e s , except 

i n s o f a r as t h e i r s p i r i t u a l guidance 

i s concerned, i s v e r y s t r o n g . That's 

not t r u e i n the r e s t of North 

America. So i n a p e r i o d where people 

arc g e t t i n g more and more a l i e n a t e d 

and l o s i n g t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l values 

or t h e i r b e l i e f i n the goodness of 

the system or whatever, 

f u n d a m e n t a l i s t r e l i g i o n , or r e l i g i o n 

a t a l l becomes much more a t t r a c t i v e . 

C: Why was t h i s s t r u g g l e f o u g h t 

s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e r e t e n years ago, 

r a t h e r than i n Toronto or elsewhere? 

JR: I t was because the C a t h o l i c 

h o s p i t a l s t h e r e weren't d o i n g any 

a b o r t i o n s ; you had the 1969 law, but 
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CM: Why do you t h i n k t h a t Quebec, 

which i s s t r o n g l y Roman C a t h o l i c , i s 

so f a r ahead of the r e s t of Canada on 

t h i s issue? 

JR : There are two reasons. One i s 

t h a t our c u r r e n t s t r u g g l e happened 

i n Quebec ten years ago, and t h e r e 

was v i c t o r y . And the o t h e r reason i s 

a n t i c l e r i c a l i s r a . Quebec s o c i e t y was 

dominated by the Church f o r decades, 

and i n the m o d e r n i z a t i o n i t r e v o l t e d 

a g a i n s t the Church. So the appeal 

i n f a c t o n l y the E n g l i s h h o s p i t a l s 

were doing a b o r t i o n s i n Quebec. The 

s i t u a t i o n was much worse than i n 

the r e s t of the c o u n t r y . 

CM: I f Morgentaler wins h i s a p p e a l , 

can you see a s i t u a t i o n i n which h i s 

c l i n i c would be allowed t o o p e r a t e , 

but o n l y h i s c l i n i c , i n order t o 

n e u t r a l i z e the movement i n much t h e 

same way the 1969 law d i d ? 

JR: No, the 1969 law was an 

i n i t i a t i v e o f the government, t h i s i s 

a s t r u g g l e . And i t ' s become v e r y 

o b v i o u s , e s p e c i a l l y i n the l a s t week, 

t h a t they are not going t o back down 

from the s t r u g g l e ; t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o 

f i g h t us w i t h e v e r y t h i n g they have. 

I f we w i n , which I b e l i e v e we w i l l , 

i t ' s g o i n g t o open up the p o s s i b i l i t y 

o f c l i n i c s d e v e l o p i n g across the 

whole c o u n t r y , which i s not t o say 

t h a t they won't t r y and prosecute 

a g a i n , but a second a c q u i t t a l here 

w i l l make i t very d i f f i c u l t f o r them 

t o keep proceeding a g a i n s t the 

c l i n i c . Our problem i s the l a c k 

of d o c t o r s w i l l i n g t o do i t . 

We know t h e r e are d o c t o r s who are 

prepared t o work i n c l i n i c s once 

i t ' s a f e . I t makes sense : t h e y ' r e 

not w i l l i n g t o r i s k t h e i r careers 

over i t but once a c l i n i c ' s p o s s i b l e 

t h e y ' 11 work i n a c l i n i c . I t makes 

more sense than d o i n g i t I n a 

h o s p i t a l . 

CM: What w i l l happen i f he doesn't 

win the appeal? 

JR: I f he doesn't win t h e appeal i t 

doesn ' t mean we don ' t w i n , i t j u s t 

means t h a t t h e r e ' s a new t r i a l . I 

b e l i e v e h e ' l l be a c q u i t t e d again by a 

j u r y and once we get a second j u r y 

a c q u i t t a l under our b e l t , I j u s t 

can't conceive of them c o n t i n u i n g t o 

prosecute him. I f they do, t h e r e ' 11 

be a massive c i v i l l i b e r t i e s p r o t e s t , 

the same way t h e r e was i n Quebec. 

They're r e a l l y up a g a i n s t the w a l l 

now, which i s why t h e y ' r e r e s o r t i n g 

t o d i r t y t r i c k s t o t r y t o d i s c r e d i t 

him. 

They've been f o l l o w i n g s e l e c t e d 

women home from the c l i n i c s i n c e the 

b e g i n n i n g . But now, they a r e not 

o n l y a s k i n g women i f they w i l l answer 

q u e s t i o n s , but i f they want medical 

h e l p . I t ' s becoming c l e a r e r t h a t 

t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o f i n d somebody who 

would be w i l l I n g t o d i s c r e d i t the 

c l i n i c . And now they've found 

someone . . . 
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They took a woman who, when 

she l e f t the c l i n i c was f e e l i n g 

g r e a t , and very g r a t e f u l , and somehow 

(as an i l l e g a l immigrant she would be 

p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e t o p o l i c e 

pressure) got her t o t u r n her s t o r y 

around t o t r y and say t h a t women 

a r e n ' t being t r e a t e d w e l l t h e r e . 

I t h i n k they know they can never 

get a c o n v i c t i o n under t h e present 

circumstances and f i g u r e t h a t they 

can only get one by making i t look 

l i k e Morgentaler's a v i l l a i n o f some 

s o r t and i s m i s t r e a t i n g women...the 

suggestion b e i n g t h a t 18,000 women 

had a b o r t i o n s and l i e d about the f a c t 

t h a t they were t r e a t e d w e l l and now 

t h i s one woman i s t e l l i n g t h e t r u t h 

about how h o r r i b l e i t i s a t the 

Morgentaler c l i n i c . I t i n d i c a t e s how 

badly they want t o get him, and us, 

and how s e r i o u s l y they t a k e t r y i n g t o 

d e f e a t us i n t h i s s t r u g g l e . 

But t h e y ' r e up a g a i n s t the w a l l 

now...I don't t h i n k they can get a 

c o n v i c t i o n . I'm not s a y i n g we can 

get an a c q u i t t a l every t i m e , maybe 

t h e r e ' l l be a hung j u r y , but I don't 

b e l i e v e t h a t w i t h a f a i r l y chosen 

j u r y they can get a c o n v i c t i o n 

because i t j u s t doesn't make sense t o 

the average person: why should t h e r e 

be a b o r t i o n s i n h o s p i t a l and not i n 

c l i n i c ? 

CM: Are men i n v o l v e d i n the pro 

choice movement? 

JR : We have s e v e r a l men i n the 

c o a l i t i o n ; t h e r e ' s one man who pl a y s 

a c e n t r a l l e a d e r s h i p r o l e . We're a 

mixed g r o u p — o b v i o u s l y women have t o 

lead t h i s s t r u g g l e , but I t h i n k OCAC 

i s a c t u a l l y a v e r y e x c i t i n g example 

of a mixed group. I t ' s s o r t o f a new 

stage i n the women's movement, where 

you have a mixed group t h a t ' s female-

dominated i n s t e a d of male-dominated, 

and where men p l a y a r o l e — t h e y don't 

s i t back. In f a c t , I remember when 

a group of men j o i n e d and one man 
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l a t e r t o l d me they had f e l t they'd 

have t o s i t back and l e t women take 

the l e a d e r s h i p , but they r e a l i z e d 

a f t e r about t h r e e meetings t h a t i n 

f a c t the women had b e t t e r ideas about 

what t o do than they d i d , and they 

d i d n ' t have t o s i t back a t a l l , 

because i n f a c t women were i n r e a l i t y 

l e a d i n g . The men d i d n
 r

t have t o l e t 

them l e a d . 

I t h i n k i t ' s a s i g n o f t h e 

m a t u r i t y o f the women's movement t h a t 

we have so many powe r f u l women 

leaders now t h a t i n a group l i k e t h i s 

we don't worry v e r y much about men 

do m i n a t i n g . 

OCAC i s the h e a l t h i e s t group 

I ' ve ever belonged t o . There
1

 s 

v i r t u a l l y no i n f i g h t i n g or b a c k b i t i n g 

or g o s s i p i n g or a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . 

When t h e r e are d i f f e r e n c e s they are 

discussed openly; t h e y ' r e never 

p e r s o n a l i z e d . There are o f t e n 

d i f f e r e n c e s , sometimes b i g ones, and 

ye t t h e y ' r e always openly debated and 

a s o l u t i o n i s found, and people 

l i s t e n t o each o t h e r . I t h i n k t he 

reason f o r t h a t i s t h a t we've been i n 

such a b i t t e r s t r u g g l e t o g e t h e r and 

i t ' s so c l e a r who the enemy i s t h a t 

the k i n d o f f a c t i o n a l i s m you 

sometimes get i n groups t h a t a r e n ' t 

d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d i n s t r u g g l e doesn't 

happen. And f o r the same reason, 

a l t h o u g h t h e r e are d i f f e r e n c e s 

between us and CARAL (CANADIAN 

ABORTION RIGHTS ACTION LEAGUE), 

th e r e ' s v e r y r a r e l y t e n s i o n , and when 

t h e r e i s , i t ' s worked out ve r y 

q u i c k l y . The b a t t l e l i n e s are so 

c l e a r t h a t you don't get i n f i g h t i n g . 

I t ' s v e r y e x c i t i n g t o me because 

I
I

 ve been i n v o l v e d i n p o l i t i c s f o r 

f i f t e e n years and I've never been i n 

a group t h a t was as f r e e from t h a t 

k i n d o f d e f o r m a t i o n as OCAC i s . I t 

wasn't always l i k e t h a t . . . b u t i t ' s a 

very r e l a x e d group t o o , and i t ' s 

common t o f i n d new people t a l k i n g 

a f t e r about two meetings, p u t t i n g 

f o r w a r d t h e i r I d e a s , i n a way t h a t 

women's groups are supposed t o f o s t e r 

b u t r a r e l y do. OCAC's l i k e t h a t 

even though i t ' s a mixed group. 

I guess the l a s t t h i n g I ' d l i k e 

t o say i s t h a t I t h i n k t h a t t h i s 

s t r u g g l e t h a t we're i n now i s one of 

the most i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l s t r u g g l e s 

t h a t has ever happened i n Canada. I 

t h i n k t h a t i t ' s a fundamental 

s t r u g g l e f o r women's r i g h t s i n a ve r y 

profound way. I t ' s a f i g h t a g a i n s t 

the R i g h t and a f i g h t f o r a 

fundamental democratic freedom. 

I guess I'm a b i t d i s a p p o i n t e d 

t h a t more s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s a r e n ' t 

a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n i t . A l o t of 

the l e a d e r s h i p o f t h i s s t r u g g l e on 

the s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s i d e f a l l s t o 

a very few people who a r e under 

tremendous p r e s s u r e , and w h i l e we 

have l o t s o f new people coming i n , 

so we don ' t l a c k f o r "bodies" and 

f o r people t o do the work, t h e r e ' s 

not enough l e a d e r s h i p . We're d e a l i n g 

w i t h v e r y d i f f i c u l t and complex 

t a c t i c a l and p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n s , 

and we need h e l p . 

I guess I ' m making a plea t o 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s i n t h i s c i t y t o 

get i n v o l v e d , e s p e c i a l l y now when t h e 

issue i s so h o t , and we're i n such a 

b a t t l e . We need h e l p from 

experienced people and we're n o t 

g e t t i n g enough. People come out t o 

demos but t h a t
1

 s not enough. 

I t ' s a t o t a l p i t c h e d b a t t l e w i t h the 

S t a t e , where t h e y ' r e b r i n g i n g i n 

e v e r y t h i n g they can a g a i n s t us. And 

we need h e l p ! 

As part of t h i s years I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Women's Day a c t i v i t i e s , OCAC i s 

sponsoring a meeting to t a l k about 

strategy I n the pro-choice movement 

Monday, March 4, 7:30 p.m., T r i n i t y 

S t . Paul's Centre, 427 Bloor S t . W. 

The Grange Inquiry: 
What Was the Point? 

The Report o f the Grange 

Commission I n v e s t i g a t i n g the Deaths 

of the C h i l d r e n was r a t h e r an a n t i ­

c l i m a x t o anyone who has f o l l o w e d 

the proceedings a t a l l . Despite the 

f a c t t h a t i t was termed an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the "deaths," i t 

was c l e a r from the o u t s e t t h a t t h e 

Commission had a l r e a d y made the leap 

from "deaths" t o "murders," and 

t h a t i t was not go i n g t o 

con s i d e r s e r i o u s l y any o t h e r 

h y p o t h e s i s . Evidence and 

q u e s t i o n i n g o f witnesses was l a r g e l y 

o r i e n t e d towards t r y i n g t o prove 

d e l i b e r a t e wrong-doing, n o t j u s t 

n e g l i g e n c e . Any attempts by the 

nurses' counsel t o present evidence 

co n c e r n i n g inadequate s t a f f i n g and 

the shortage o f space i n the 

i n t e n s i v e care u n i t were l i m i t e d Dr 

determined t o be i r r e l e v a n t t o the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , any 

th e o r y t h a t perhaps h o s p i t a l 

cutbacks and inadequate s t a f f i n g may 

have had something t o do w i t h t he 

deaths was not considered r e a l i s t i c 

or even r e l e v a n t . 

Furthermore, i n s i n g l e - m i n d e d l y 

p u r s u i n g t h e t h e o r y o f murder, the 

Commission focussed on the nurses as 

t h e / p o t e n t i a l and o n l y p o s s i b l e 

murderers. While I t i s t r u e t h a t 

the r e c o r d s o f d o c t o r s were 

reviewed, the h o s p i t a l records o f 

t h e i r times and l o c a t i o n s o f du t y 

were not accurate and were p o o r l y 

k e p t . By comparison, t h e records o f 

nurses
1

 whereabouts and a c t i v i t i e s 

were m e t i c u l o u s l y d e t a i l e d . 

Moreover, the nurses were g r i l l e d on 

the w i t n e s s stand about such t h i n g s 

as personal r e l a t i o n s among 

themselves, f o r example, the a l l e g e d 

ongoing " d i s p u t e s " between P h y l l i s 
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Traynor and Susan N e l l e s . Not one 

of the d o c t o r s was asked q u e s t i o n s 

of t h i s n a t u r e about t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s ; i n f a c t , they were 

questioned about the nurses' 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s and manners of 

ha n d l i n g themselves on the ward and 

w i t h s t a f f . 

Although the Commissioner c o u l d 

not "name names," the i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

c e n t r e d around one s p e c i f i c n u r s i n g 

team i n p a r t i c u l a r and so the 

evidence focussed on i t , and on two 

of i t s members more than anyone 

e l s e . Although a l l nurses wo r k i n g 

on the c a r d i a c ward d u r i n g the time 

p e r i o d under i n v e s t i g a t i o n have been 

a f f e c t e d by the Commission, and 

those on the one n u r s i n g team more 

than the o t h e r s , the two nurses 

Traynor and N e l l e s became p u b l i c 

f i g u r e s and have had the 1 r 

r e p u t a t i o n s s e r i o u s l y p r e j u d i c e d . 

Despite t he f a c t t h a t Nel l e s 

was discharged by a p r e l i m i n a r y 

h e a r i n g and t h e r e was no evidence o f 

wrong-doing on her p a r t found by t h e 

Commission, she w i l l be under 

s u s p i c i o n f o r the r e s t o f her l i f e . 

The p o l i c e a c t i o n s i n jumping the 

gun and c h a r g i n g Susan N e l l e s 

( d e s p i t e i n s u f f i c i e n t evidence t o 

prove the charges, and u s i n g as 
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evidence such f a c t s as her d e s i r e t o 

have a l a y e r present b e f o r e t a l k i n g 

t o them, which i s anyone's b a s i c 

r i g h t ) and c o n t i n u i n g t o press even 

a f t e r i t became c l e a r t h a t they had 

no case, were simpy whitewashed. 

P h y l l i s Traynor was damaged 

even more by the i n v e s t i g a t i o n ; she 

became accused i n i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i t h 

no o p p o r t u n i t y t o defend h e r s e l f 

a g a i n s t c r i m i n a l charges and be 

c l e a r e d of them. She was s u b j e c t e d 

t o h aving her name c o n s t a n t l y 

brought f o r w a r d i n evidence, her 

p e r s o n a l i t y , and mannerisms pi c k e d 

a p a r t , her method o f d e a l i n g w i t h 

p r e s s u r e , her ways o f r e l a t i n g t o 

doc t o r s and o t h e r s t a f f . Hearsay 

evidence, none o f which would ever 

be a d m i s s i b l e i n a c r i m i n a l c o u r t , 

and o t h e r unsupportable evidence 

e q u a l l y i n a d m i s s i b l e i n a c r i m i n a l 

c o u r t , was p r e s e n t e d — n o t t o prove 

t h a t P h y l l i s Traynor d i d a n y t h i n g 

wrong c o n c r e t e l y , but t o t r y t o g i v e 

her an u n l i k e a b l e image i n the 

p u b l i c mind. I t was c l e a r l y f o r the 

p u b l i c , as i t was i r r e l e v a n t t o the 

Commissioner, who co u l d not name 

names, whether or not P h y l l i s 

Traynor c r i e d when she was under 

p r e s s u r e . Behaviour which might be 

e x h i b i t e d by anyone under p r e s s u r e , 

c r y i n g or e x p r e s s i n g emotion, was 

pr o t r a y e d b e f o r e the Commissioner as 

"s u s p i c i o u s . " 

I n summary, t h e Grange 

Commission was a w i t c h hunt from the 

be g i n n i n g , aimed a t nurses, none of 

whom were g i v e n the b e n e f i t o f the 

most basic p r o t e c t i o n s accorded 

persons accused of crimes by our 

Charter o f Ri g h t s and Freedoms. The 

a u t h o r i t i e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 

j u s t i c e system I n the p r o v i n c e 

learned l i t t l e i f a n y t h i n g new and 

n o t h i n g s i g n i f i c a n t enough t o a l l o w 

them now t o charge the " c r i m i n a l . " 

And f o r t h i s , t he taxpayers o f 

On t a r i o p a i d c l o s e t o two m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s . 

The p u b l i c mind was supposed t o 

be put a t r e s t w i t h t he f i n d i n g s o f 

the Commissioner, but n o t h i n g 

d e f i n i t i v e has been s a i d , and the 

issue i s j u s t as cloudy as i t was 

before the he a r i n g s began. 

Presumably, c r i m i n a l charges were t o 

be l a i d a f t e r t he Commission 

completed i t s t a s k , but the 

Attorney-General and P o l i c e c o u l d 

not have learned a n y t h i n g o f 

s i g n i f i c a n c e from the h e a r i n g , as 

they a l r e a d y had the evidence 

presented i n t h e i r possession i n the 

form o f w i t n e s s e s ' statements and 

v a r i o u s r e p o r t s from e x p e r t s on 

d i g o x i n , i n c l u d i n g t h e p r o b a b i l i t y 

s t u d y done by t h e A t l a n t a Centre f o r 

Disease C o n t r o l . The o n l y p o s i t i v e 

aspect of the process i s t h a t i t was 

the f i r s t time the p u b l i c a t l a r g e 

has had a f u l l o p p o r t u n i t y t o know 

the d e t a i l s o f a com p l i c a t e d 

m e d i c a l / c r i m i n a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n , w i t h 

the a t t e n d a n t f a s c i n a t i o n o f lessons 

i n pharmacology, f o r e n s i c medicine, 

and medical p r a c t i c e i n a l a r g e 

h o s p i t a l . That I s s m a l l comfort t o 

the i n f a n t s ' p a r e n t s , who are no 

c l o s e r t o und e r s t a n d i n g what 

happened than b e f o r e or t o t h e 

nurses who have had t h e i r 

r e p u t a t i o n s d e s t r o y e d . 

P E O P U E A R E . 

> O J C A N T S T O O P TO 

COLLECTIVE BARGAMW&! 

T H E N HOW C O M E 

UKE moresaoms? 
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WISCA: 
Focus on Nicaragua 
This issue we would l i k e to salute 

the Nicaraguan people in celebration 

of the recent e led ions and FSLN 

victory. Deb Barndt was in Nicaragua 

with a Canadian de Iegat ion observ ing 

the November elections, and visited 

with Nubia Aguirre. of the 

international Relations Department of 

the Nlcaraguan Women's Assoc tat ion 

(AMNLAE). She's written a brief 

update on some of AMNLAE's current 

projects. Following Deb's article 

are two trans Lated excerpts from a 

broadsheet published by AMNLAE during 

the election camoaian. 

At our January educat iona I WISCA 

showed a Canadian NFB film about 

Nicaraguan women. Hi Ida Afre, a 

Guatemalan sister, has written some 

reflections on the film for us. 

AMNLAE 
AMNLAE prepared two p u b l i c a t i o n s 

f o r t he 1984 e l e c t i o n s . Mujer en 

Nicaragua (Women of Nicaragua) was 

co-produced w i t h t he Nicaraguan 

Photographers' Union i n honour o f the 

F i f t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e R e v o l u t i o n . 

I t i s p r i m a r i l y a s t u n n i n g c o l l e c t i o n 

of photographs of Nicaraguan women, 

but a l s o i n c l u d e s basic h i s t o r y . 

s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a , and women's p o e t r y . 

The second p u b l i c a t i o n . Las Muieres 

Respaldamos a l _ FSLN (As Women We 

Support the FSLN) i s i n t h e form o f 

an 8-page newspaper, w i t h t e x t and 

photos ; i t p r o v i d e s a s u c c i n c t 

summary of the advances women have 

made si n c e 1979 i n a l l aspects o f 

t h e i r l i v e s : e d u c a t i o n , h o u s i n g , 

work, law, e t c . AMNLAE i s 

p a r t i c u l a r l y eager t o have t h e l a t t e r 

document t r a n s l a t e d I n t o E n g l i s h and 

d i s t r i b u t e d t o North American and 

European groups. 

I n terms o f f u n d i n g p r i o r i t i e s , 

AMNLAE i s seeking f i n a n c i a l and 

m a t e r i a l d o n a t i o n s from i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

sources f o r the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the 

these day care c e n t r e s have been 

destroyed by c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

groups t h a t have stepped up a t t a c k s 

on peasant communities i n the n o r t h 

o f Nicaragua. The week a f t e r t he 

e l e c t i o n s , a CIR s e r v i n g t h e "Ernesto 

Acuna" s t a t e farm was b u r n t t o the 

ground by a s u r p r i s e a t t a c k t h a t l e f t 

seven dead i n the department of 

J i n o t e g a . An est i m a t e d 2 m i l l i o n 

cordobas ($70,000) i s needed t o 

r e b u i l d t he f a c i l i t y used by 90 

c h i l d r e n . T i n r o o f i n g i s one of the 

c r i t i c a l c o n s t r u c t i o n items t h a t must 

be i m p o r t e d . 

I n March 1985, AMNLAE i s 

p l a n n i n g a N a t i o n a l Assembly, where 

members w i l l e l e c t new o f f i c e r s . The 

Nicaraguan Comandante D o r i s T i j e r i n o 

made a re c e n t t o u r o f L a t i n America 

as p r e s i d e n t o f the C o n t i n e n t a l 

Women's F r o n t . I n March 1985, AMNLAE 

w i l l be sending a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o a 

conference on Women and Law i n New 

York C i t y . I t might be a tim e when a 

v i s i t t o Canada, t o o , c o u l d be 

arrang e d . I n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h women's groups c o n t i n u e t o be 

c r i t i c a l t o AMNLAE and t o a l l 

Nicaraguan women. 

Deb Barndt 
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From "As Women We Support the FSLN" 

Nicaraguan S i s t e r s : 

The c r i m i n a l war unleashed by 

the U.S. a g a i n s t Nicaragua has not 

been ab l e t o break the w i l l o f the 

people . w h i l e our c h i l d r e n 

c o n f r o n t mercenary aggression and get 

ready t o face t h e con s t a n t danger of 

m i l i t a r y i n v a s i o n , the whole people 

has i m p o r t a n t t a s k s t o do i n defence 

of n a t i o n a l s o v e r e i g n t y and our hard-

won l i b e r t y . 

The h e a l t h and edu c a t i o n o f our 

c h i l d r e n , l a n d , work, d i g n i t y , t he 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the b e t t e r l i f e we 

began t o b u i l d f i v e years ago, must 

a l s o be defended w i t h popular 

m o b i l i z a t i o n i n order t o make the 

f i r s t f r e e e l e c t i o n s i n the h i s t o r y 

of Nicaragua another d e f e a t f o r the 

i m p e r i a l i s t plans f o r our c o u n t r y . 

I t was the S a n d i n i s t a Front t h a t 

l e d us i n the s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t the 

d i c t a t o r s h i p , g u i d i n g our 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a l l the t a s k s , u n t i l 

we f i n a l l y t r i u m p h e d . 

I t was the S a n d i n i s t a Front 

which recognized our s a c r i f i c e s as 

mothers, our work, our d i g n i t y , 

encouraging our g r e a t e r and g r e a t e r 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n s o c i e t y , opening up 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r work and edu c a t i o n 

f o r u s , c r e a t i n g t he c o n d i t i o n s f o r 

us t o stand i n f u l l equa 1 i t y w i t h 

men. 

Only w i t h t h e S a n d i n i s t a F r o n t 

can we c o n t i n u e advancing i n defence 

of peace and n a t i o n a l d i g n i t y , i n the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the new s o c i e t y f o r 

which so many Nicaraguans have g i v e n 

t h e i r l i v e s . 

In t he p a s t , under the Somoza's, the 

ones i n power thought t h a t because we 

were women we were wort h n o t h i n g . We 

had n e i t h e r v o i c e nor v o t e ; we 

j u s t had to shut up and s u f f e r . But 

t h e r e was no way we would put up w i t h 

t h a t e t e r n a l l y . And so i t was t h a t 

i n t he i n s u r r e c t i o n we rose up en 

masse a g a i n s t the oppressors' yoke. 

And i n t h e ranks o f the FSLN we women 

always d i s t i n g u i s h e d o u r s e l v e s f o r 

our courage. 

Today, i n defence o f our 

conquests, we do not h e s i t a t e t o 

shoulder a gun i f necessary t o sto p 

the beasts who want t o shove us back 

i n t o a bloody p a s t . That
1

 s why we 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n the T e r r i t o r i a l 

M i l i t i a s and i n the Reserves; t h a t ' s 

why 8 of every 10 r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

guards and 7 of every 10 members o f 

the C i v i l Defense Brigades are 

women. 

Ei g h t o f every 10 members of the 

S a n d i n i s t a Defence Committees are 

women. Seven of every 10 members o f 

the h e a l t h brigades are women. Six 

of every 10 l i t e r a c y b r i g a d e members 

were women, and today almost h a l f o f 

the promoters of the popular 

e d u c a t i o n committees are women. 

Without the r e a r g u a r d , t h e r e i s no 

v i c t o r y . Without us women, t h e r e i s 

no r e a r g u a r d . 

Our v o i c e s are heard everywhere: 

i n t he home and i n the s t r e e t s , i n 

the uni o n h a l l s and i n t h e Council o f 

S t a t e , i n the media, i n the "Face t o 

Face w i t h t he People" s e s s i o n s , and 

i n the o f f i c e s o f the government. 
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Because of a l l t h i s and because 

the FSLN has the p o l i t i c a l w i l l t o 

g i v e us t h e s t a n d i n g we deserve, 

today no one can reduce us 

t o d e c o r a t i v e o b j e c t s f o r 

a d v e r t i s i n g purposes. 

On the c o n t r a r y , t h e FSLN i s 

committed t o f a c i l i t a t i n g our access 

t o t he p r e s s , r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n 

and t o make these our channels of 

communication t o t a l k about our 

achievements and c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the 

r e v o l u t i o n . 

Once we were m a r g i n a l i z e d by 
i s o l a t i o n i n our homes. Today, our 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n makes us e q u a l . Now we 
are c o n s u l t e d i n the guidance o f the 
S t a t e , we g i v e our o p i n i o n s on t h e 
c e n t r a l problems of our c o u n t r y , and 
we organize t o present our demands 
and g o a l s . 

The FSLN m a i n t a i n s i t s 
commitment t o c o n t i n u e s u p p o r t i n g and 
s t i m u l a t i n g our o r g a n i z i n g as women 
i n order t o be taken i n t o account and 
t o p r o t e c t our i n t e r e s t s as women. 
That's why as women we support the 
FSLN. 

Dream of a 
AN NFB STUDIO D FILM 

The f i l m , "Dream of a Free 

Country," o u t l i n e s t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

o f women i n the Nicaraguan people's 

s t r u g g l e , as w e l l as t h e i r d a i l y 

s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n as women. 

The f i l m c o n t a i n s s e v e r a l i n t e r v i e w s 

w i t h women i n v a r i o u s f i e l d s and 

l e v e l s o f development, from peasants, 

workers and a r t i s a n s , t o women i n 

some of the h i g h e s t p o s i t i o n s i n the 

Nicaraguan government, i n c l u d i n g a 

commandante and a m i n i s t e r . 

An o u t s t a n d i n g area of women's 

achievement i s the l i t e r a c y campaign, 

i n which women formed the m a j o r i t y o f 

p a r t i c i p a n t s , both as teachers and 

s t u d e n t s . As the campaign achieved 

i t s g o a l s , groups of women were 

formed i n v a r i o u s s e c t o r s i n order t o 

deal w i t h problems which p r e v i o u s 

governments had n e g l e c t e d f o r y e a r s . 

These governments of the c o l o n i a l and 

i m p e r i a l i s t phases o f Nicaragua's 

development o n l y thought of women i n 

terms of how they c o u l d be e x p l o i t e d , 

as workers and as women; a t the same 

time women s u f f e r e d r a c i a l 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i f they were n a t i v e or 

of mixed b l o o d . 

Country 

I n o r d er t o r e a l l y understand 

t h i s f i l m one has t o know about the 

r e a l i t y o f t h e l i v e s o f Nicaraguan 

women. I t i n c l u d e s an i n t e r v i e w w i t h 

a j o u r n a l i s t who i s o b v i o u s l y 

s t r u g g l i n g t o c o n t r o l p a i n f u l 

emotions when she speaks about 

c e r t a i n experiences and a t the same 

time shows a g r e a t j o y i n the 

pr e s e n t , which i s l i k e a dream 

s t a r t i n g t o come t r u e . 
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I n the long and d i f f i c u l t 

process Nicaraguan women are 

u n d e r t a k i n g , t he ob s t a c l e s l e f t by 

the l o n g h i s t o r y o f i m p e r i a l i s m and 

sexism a r e immense. There have been 

many d i f f i c u l t i e s on the personal 

l e v e l , w i t h broken r e l a t i o n s h i p s when 

women's growth comes i n t o 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n w i t h t h e i r 

p a r t n e r s * i n g r a i n e d a t t i t u d e s . I t 

i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e r e i s no t u r n i n g 

back, nor i s t h e r e any s i g n o f a 

s e p a r a t i s t tendency. 

The f i l m shows something of 

women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the defence 

of the r e v o l u t i o n as members of the 

armed f o r c e s or m i l i t i a s . A scene 

showing women m i l i t i a members i n a 

march i s e n j o y a b l e f o r the remarkable 

Friends of AMES' 
Children to Children Campaign 

Thanks t o t h e g e n e r o s i t y o f 

women i n T o r o n t o , Friends of AMES ( E l 

Salvador Women's A s s o c i a t i o n ) was 

able t o send 15 boxes of t o y s , 

c l o t h i n g , baby f o o d , medical 

s u p p l i e s , a r t s and c r a f t s m a t e r i a l s , 

as w e l l as s e v e r a l s t r o l l e r s t o the 

AMES daycare c e n t r e f o r Salvadorean 

refugee c h i l d r e n i n Managua, 

Nicaragua. The boxes were sent on 

the Tools f o r Peace Campaign boat t o 

Nicaragua. 

The C h i l d r e n t o C h i l d r e n 

Campaign c o n t i n u e s w i t h showings of a 

c h i l d r e n ' s s l i d e show about the day 

care c e n t r e and the sa l e o f c a r d s , 

b u t t o n s and p o s t e r s . 

At the end of A p r i l (exact date 

not y e t confirmed) an AMES 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from El Salvador w i l l 

speak a t a p u b l i c meeting i n Toronto 

about AMES
1

 work and the present 

c o n d i t i o n s i n El Salvador. 

I n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h i s , an a r t 

a u c t i o n and e x h i b i t i o n w i l l be opened 

a t the Maximum G a l l e r y on Thursday, 

A p r i l 25 on College S t r e e t a t 

combination o f j o y f u l enthusiasm and 
d i s c i p l i n e they d i s p l a y , a l l i n 
r e g u l a t i o n - i s s u e m i l i t a r y b o o t s , but 
dressed i n c o l o u r f u l " c i v v i e s " from 
the ankles up ! I n the same scene a 
c h i I d teases and p l a y s w i t h a 
S a n d i n i s t a s o l d i e r . I c o u l d n ' t h e l p 
but be s t r u c k by the t r u s t and 
a f f e c t i o n d i s p l a y e d by the c h i l d f o r 
t h e s o l d i e r , when p r e v i o u s l y a 
m i l i t a r y u n i f o r m was an o b j e c t o f 
ha t r e d and f e a r . 

The f i l m was made i n 1980 by 
Stu d i o D ( t h e women's s t u d i o ) o f the 
NFB. and i s a v a i l a b l e f r e e from t he 
NFB f i l m l i b r a r y a t 369-4093. 

H i l d a A f r e 

Spadina. The money r a i s e d w i l l go t o 

AMES work i n El Salvador and the day 

care c e n t r e s i n the zones under FDR-

FMLN c o n t r o l . 

Take some time t o stop by our 

t a b l e on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's 

Day, and I f you would l i k e more 

i n f o r m a t i o n or can work w i t h us 

please c a l l Axel l e Janczur 783-5146 

or 533-0680. 

G l n i D i c k i e 

WISCA and PRG ( P a r t i c i p a t o r y 

Research Group) are c o l l a b o r a t i n g on 

the p u b l i c a t i o n o f an i n t e r v i e w w i t h 

P a t r i c i a L i n d o , head of the 

Pol . i t i c a l Education D i v i s i o n o f 

AMNLAE. The i n t e r v i e w covers such 

t o p i c s as methods of p o l i t i c a l 

e d u c a t i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n among 

Nicaraguan women, and r e l a t i o n s 

between the women's movement i n 

Nicaragua and the S a n d i n i s t a F r o n t . 

P r o j e c t e d date o f p u b l i c a t i o n i s 

February 15; f o r d e t a i l s c o n t a c t PRG, 

386 Bloor S t . W. , phone 961-8638 
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Puerto Rican Women POW's Brutalized in U.S. Prisons 

".../ i et out a desperate scream, 
pleading with Lt. Lewis not to do 
t h i s to me. He wouldn't listen, and 
the other guards just stood there 
and said nothing. In my fear and 
desperation I managed to free one of 
my hands. Another guard grabbed me 
and thrust my arm behind my back. 1 
was handcuffed again and brutal ly 
pushed to the floor by Lt. Lewis. I 
realized I was helpless. He was 

putting pressure on my neck with his 

I egs. I was on my knees. I f e l t a 

blow to my r i b cage as he forceful l y 

pushed my face to the floor, causing 

tremendous pain. I f e l l my legs 

being spread apart forceful ly, my 

panties lowered, and then the spread 

search was consummated." 

Puerto Rican POW Alejandrina 

Torres, Chicago MCC, July 10. 1984. 

I t was an a c t ot D r u c a m y 
r e m i n i s c e n t o f L a t i n American 

d i c t a t o r s h i p s . The Puerto Rican 

P r i s o n e r s o f War and p o l i t i c a l 

p r i s o n e r s have always been s u b j e c t e d 

t o s p e c i a l abuse a t the hands of the 

U.S. government. A l e j a n d r i n a and the 

ot h e r women p r i s o n e r s are 

p a r t i c u l a r l y s u b j e c t e d t o d e g r a d a t i o n 

— p r e c i s e l y because they are women 

who a r e w i l l i n g t o f i g h t f o r the 

freedom of t h e i r n a t i o n . 

I n an open l e t t e r sent t o the 

women's communi t y i n the Uni t e d 

S t a t e s women i n t h e Puerto 

Rican independence movement 

s t a t e d : "We co n s i d e r t h i s 

v i o l a t i o n o f A l e j a n d r i n a 

tantamount t o rape. This i s 

th e u l t i m a t e p e r s o n a l abuse, 

and one t h a t we wi11 not 

t o l e r a t e . For women, t h i s 

i s a form o f t o r t u r e . We 

c a l l on a l l women t o j o i n us 

i n a campaign t o sto p the 

b e s t i a l t o r t u r e aimed a t 

s t r i p p i n g A l e j a n d r i n a 

T o r r e s — a woman who f i g h t s 

f o r t he freedom of her 

p e o p l e — n o t j u s t o f her 

c l o t h e s , but of her d i g n i t y 

and w i l l t o f i g h t . " 

I n t e n s e community 

pressure has f o r c e d the 

a u t h o r i t i e s t o back down from t h i s 

form of harassment a g a i n s t 

A l e j a n d r i n a , and she i s i n the 

general p o p u l a t i o n a g a i n a f t e r a s t a y 

i n t he h o s p i t a l . P r i s o n a u t h o r i t i e s 

have promised t h a t her a t t a c k e r s w i l l 

n ot have any c o n t a c t w i t h h e r . 

But r i g h t now, two o t h e r POWs, 

Lucy Rodriguez and Haydee T o r r e s , are 

being h e l d i n e q u a l l y barbarous 

c o n d i t i o n s i n Davis H a l l , Alderson 

Federal Women's P r i s o n , A l d e r s o n , 

West V i r g i n i a . Held i n complete 

i s o l a t i o n , t h e y are locked i n t i n y , 
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soundproof, windowless c e l l s " f o r the 

r e s t of t h e i r l i v e s . " They are not 

allowed t o communicate w i t h each 

ot h e r or anyone e l s e . They are 

handcuffed wherever they go and are 

checked by guards every 15 minutes. 

Although Haydee has a long h i s t o r y of 

i 1 l n e s s , t h e p r i son r e f u s e s t o g i v e 

her the treatment she needs or a l l o w 

an o u t s i d e d o c t o r t o t r e a t h e r . 

What we are seeing i s the slow 

but steady implementation of p h y s i c a l 

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l t o r t u r e a g a i n s t 

p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s and p r i s o n e r s of 

war i n the U.S. T h i s campaign 

extends t o a l l the POW's, who are 

denied m a i l and communication w i t h 

t h e i r communities and f a m i l i e s , 

denied the p o l i t i c a l news they need 

t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r s t r u g g l e , and 

c o n s t a n t l y s u b j e c t e d t o t h r e a t s or 

p h y s i c a l v i o l e n c e because they remain 

s t e a d f a s t i n t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n s . The 

goal of t h i s t r eatment i s t o break 

t h e i r r e s i s t a n c e and deny t h e i r 

l e a d e r s h i p of the Puerto Rican n a t i o n 

i n the s t r u g g l e f o r independence. 

The North American Sanctuary 

movement and s o l i d a r i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

w i t h the people of C e n t r a l America 

have a l s o been under a t t a c k i n the 

r e c e n t p e r i o d , and many a c t i v i s t s 

have been approached by the FBI i n an 

attempt t o d i s c r e d i t and weaken these 

f o r m a t i o n s . The a t t a c k s on the 

Puerto Rican independence movement 

show t h a t the US government i s 

determined t o s t o p a l l forms of 

o p p o s i t i o n t h a t t h r e a t e n i t s 

domination of o t h e r n a t i o n s . 

The U.S. m i l i t a r y i s moving t o 

make Puerto Rico the c e n t e r of t h e i r 

m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s f o r the e n t i r e 

C e n t r a l American and Caribbean 

r e g i o n . The huge Ocean Venture
 1

84 

naval manoeuvres took place i n May 

o f f Puerto Rico. The growing 

r e s i s t a n c e of the Puerto Rican people 

t o U.S. m i l i t a r y domination of t h e i r 

i s l a n d was demonstrated on May 1, 

1984 i n San Juan, where 50,000 Puerto 

Ricans came out t o march a g a i n s t U.S. 

i m p e r i a l ism. 

Excerpted from New Movement i n 

S o l i d a r i t y w i t h Puerto Rican 

Independence and S o c i a l i s m N e w s l e t t e r 

F a l l , 1984. 

Greenham Women Still Strong 
For over t h r e e years now. the 

Greenham Women's Peace Camp has 

s u r v i v e d o u t s i d e the gates of the 

USAF Base a t Greenham Common i n 

B e r k s h i r e . I t i s t h a t u n r i v a l l e d 

sense of s u r v i v a l t h a t has enabled 

the women t o r e s i s t c o u r t judgements, 

b a i l i f f s ' w a r r a n t s , l e g i s l a t i v e bans 

and hate-propaganda. I t i s the s t o r y 

of the Greenham Peace Women's 

r e s i s t a n c e t h a t has probably made 

Greenham the g r e a t e s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

symbol of w o r l d peace. 

Women who, f o r whatever reasons, 

cannot spend t h e i r l i v e s o u t s i d e the 

Greenham gates make the t r e k t o 

Greenham whenever p o s s i b l e because 

they share the hopes and f e a r s of the 
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Peace Women. The a c t i o n , TEN MILLION 

WOMEN: TEN DAYS was a c a l l t o those 

women t o come t o Greenham between 

September 20 and 30, 1984 t o p r o t e s t 

the e x i s t e n c e o f weapons of n u c l e a r 

d e s t r u c t i o n a t a time when massive 

NATO e x e r c i s e s were t a k i n g place i n 

Germany. 

To many of us more jaded 

a c t i v i s t s , Greenham o f t e n seems l i k e 

a desperate p o l i t i c a l p r o j e c t . 

Sometimes, being t h e r e makes the g o a l 

seem unwinnable because t h e t h r e a t o f 

the n u c l e a r base i s so overwhelmingly 

p o w e r f u l . Perhaps t h a t ' s why the 

peace women have made I t i n t o a 

d i f f e r e n t k i n d of p o l i t i c a l arena. 

I t i s t h e a t r e : the t h e a t r e of peace 

p i t c h e d r i g h t up a g a i n s t t h e t h e a t r e 

of war. And t h i s i n t u r n i s what 

makes i t s symbolism so p o w e r f u l . The 

t h e a t r e of war i s a dark u g l y a i r 

f o r c e base wrapped up i n y a r d upon 

yard of barbed w i r e f e n c i n g t r y i n g t o 

s h i e l d t h e massive s i l o s c o n t a i n i n g 

weapons o f n u c l e a r d e s t r u c t i o n . I t 

i s dark and e v i l . I n c o n t r a s t , t h e 

t h e a t r e o f peace i s performed by 

women i n c o l o u r f u l costume; the stage 

i s festooned w i t h t e n t s and benders. 

E v e r y t h i n g i s decorated w i t h f l o w e r s , 

b a l l o o n s and m a t e r i a l , even the 

ominous barbed w i r e fence has been 

embroidered w i t h s i g n s , poems and 

p i c t u r e s , a l l symbols of peace and 

o p t i m i s t i c o f a f u t u r e . The t h e a t r e 

i s c o n s t a n t l y c a r r i e d on around a 

wood-burning f i r e which always draws 

more women onto i t s stage w i t h songs 

of peace and j o y . Perhaps i t I s not 

s u r p r i s i n g a f t e r a l l t h a t jaded as we 

might be, so many of us make such a 

s t r o n g c o n n e c t i o n w i t h Greenham t h a t 

we r e t u r n time and time a g a i n 

r e i n f o r c e d each time w i t h the f e e l i n g 

t h a t e v e n t u a l l y we w i l l w i n . 

T h i s Ten Days was e s p e c i a l l y 

f e s t i v e I n s p i r i t . D e s pite the f e a r 

and h o r r o r of what l a y beyond t h e 

f ence, women were i n the mood t o 

c e l e b r a t e t h e i r s t r e n g t h and the 

s t r e n g t h o f t h e movement. Women were 

meeting each o t h e r from a l l over t h e 

w o r l d . They came from H o l l a n d , 

Denmark, France, Germany, New 

Zealand, Canada and t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . A group of them had walked 

from P a r i s . At every g a t e , women 

were engaged i n a c t i v i t y : s i n g l n g , 

b l o c k a d i n g the road, h o l d i n g a peace 

v i g i l , p l a y i n g i n s t r u m e n t s , weaving 

si g n s and symbols on the fence or 

pantomiming i n dragon costume ; 

p l a n n i n g t h e i r next fence c u t t i n g 

spree or merely cooking and e a t i n g : 

i t was indeed a l i v e l y commitment t o 

peace. 

Even the f e n c e - c u t t i n g episode I 

witnessed was conducted i n c a r n i v a l 

mood. I t was the a f t e r m a t h o f a 

champagne b i r t h d a y p a r t y near V i o l e t 

Gate. Women were dressed up i n 

b r i g h t hats and p i c t o r a l make-up; 

t h e r e was music and dancing between 

the road and t h e f e n c e . No-one would 

have guessed t h a t w i r e c u t t e r s were a t 

work on the fence nearby. The women 

were almost t h r o u g h the fence when 

they were i n t e r c e p t e d by p o l i c e , 

h o r s es, dogs and h e l i c o p t e r s , the 

f o r c e of a l l needed t o h a l t t h e i r 
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a s s a u l t on t h e base. As U u i l l o f 

the women's peace camp t o l d me, "We 

are t r y i n g t o show the government and 

the p u b l i c t h a t t he s e c u r i t y i s 

t e r r i b l e and we should be informed 

about what i s going on i n s i d e t h e r e . " 

I shuddered a t the thought o f some 

crazy t e r r o r i s t b r e a k i n g through the 

fence i n t o t he camp and s t u m b l i n g 

upon the s e c r e t mechanisms of the 

Cruise m i s s i l e . 

The government thought t h a t 

Greenham Women could be l e g i s l a t e d 

out o f e x i s t e n c e and they have t r i e d 

t o do t h i s w i t h o u t success. T h e i r 

c u r r e n t s t r a t e g y has changed and they 

are now t r y i n g t o m a i n t a i n a ve r y low 

p r o f i l e i n the hopes t h a t women 

around the w o r l d w i l l t h i n k t h a t 

Greenham has disappeared. The 

Greenham Peace Women and a l l who 

support them know d i f f e r e n t l y . There 

may o n l y have been 10,000 women a t 

Greenham i n September, but Greenham 

remains i n t h e h e a r t s o f t e n m i l l i o n 

women. With t h a t k i n d o f support 

t h e r e can be no r e t r e a t . 

Sue C o l l e y 

Sue C o l l e y , former coordinator of 

Toronto's Action Daycare, i s present­

l y on an extended v i s i t to England. 
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/COAIA 
Ï NOT : 
DOLE 

We r e c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r from 

Sue C o l l e y about t h e Miners S t r i k e . 

. . . Last week I went t o Y o r k s h i r e 

and met w i t h a l o t of miners ' 

f a m i l i e s and women's support groups 

t o d i s c u s s t h e s t r i k e and f i g u r e o ut 

what was going on f o r some a r t i c l e s 

I'm w r i t i n g . I was amazed by t h e i r 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n . L i v i n g down i n the 

south g i v e s you a very warped 

p e r s p e c t i v e on the support f o r the 

s t r i k e because you a r e j u s t a l i t t l e 

b i t i n f l u e n c e d by the pres s , even 

though you know i t i s co m p l e t e l y 

b i a s e d . So I wasn't q u i t e e x p e c t i n g 

what I heard. A l l the miners wives I 

t a l k e d t o are adamant t h a t t h i s 

s t r i k e i s necessary because i t i s a 

qu e s t i o n o f t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d : t h a t ' s 

what makes i t d i f f e r e n t ; t h a t ' s what 

makes i t so c r u c i a l ; and t h a t ' s why 

they are s t i l l out on s t r i k e . Nearly 

every miner t h a t I t a l k e d t o had 

al r e a d y had t o move a t l e a s t once 

because o f a p i t c l o s u r e i n the past 

and the s p e c t r e o f l o s i n g 70,000 j o b s 

i n the mines, i s one t h a t they a r e 

j u s t not prepared t o f a c e . 

The problem o f course i s 

s u r v i v a l . They have a l r e a d y been on 

s t r i k e 8 months w i t h v e r y l i t t l e 

money: a s i n g l e miner g e t s n o t h i n g ; 

a f a m i l y of f o u r g e t s 24.75 per week 

i n c l u d i n g a l l b e n e f i t s and the 

prospect o f w i n t e r looms l a r g e as 

the l a t e s t rounds of t a l k s have 

broken down. 

The support groups are desperate 

f o r sponsors t o adopt them and c a r r y 

them through these c r i t i c a l months. 

Already the miners are i n debt t o the 

tune of thousands of p o u n d s — t h e i r 

mortgage payments and h i r e purchase 

payment have a l l been suspended—but 

they have t o f e e d , c l o t h e and keep 

t h e i r c h i I d r e n warm. Without the 

means t o do t h i s , they w i l l be f o r c e d 

t o cross p i c k e t l i n e s and go back t o 

work. This i s p r e c i s e l y what the 

government i s hoping and, I might 

add, has been hoping f o r e i g h t months 

w i t h o u t much success. I t i s too l a t e 

f o r the miners t o g i v e i n now. They 

know they have t o w i n , and they a l s o 

know t h a t t h e i r v i c t o r y i s c r i t i c a l 

t o t he f a t e o f the t r a d e unions i n 

the r e s t o f the c o u n t r y , and i n the 

r e s t o f the w o r l d f o r t h a t m a t t e r . 

The Canadian Government c o u l d w e l l 

l e a r n a few lessons from Maggie 

Thatcher i f the miners are d e f e a t e d . 

Therefore I am e n c l o s i n g a 

request from the S a v i l e Miners 

Support Group f o r s u p p o r t . What 

S a v i l e Wives r e a l l y need i s r e g u l a r 

weekly cheques t o hel p them w i t h 

t h e i r needs, but i f t h i s i s not 

a p p r o p r i a t e , then a c o l l e c t i o n or a 

donation would be extremely welcome. 

Sue C o l l e y 



40 

Dear B r o t h e r s and S i s t e r s : 

We are w r i t i n g t o ask f o r your h e l p 

i n our present time o f h a r d s h i p . 

A f t e r seven months on s t r i k e , hunger 

and d e p r i v a t i o n are a gr i m everyday 

r e a l i t y i n most mining v i l l a g e s i n 

B r i t a i n . But we are f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t 

p i t c l o s u r e s f o r the v e r y s u r v i v a l o f 

our communities and the f u t u r e o f our 

c h i l d r e n , and t h a t i s why we dare not 

su r r e n d e r . 

New changes i n the w e l f a r e laws 

mean t h a t a s t r i k i n g miner w i t h a 

w i f e and two c h i l d r e n can c l a i m j u s t 

24.75 a week. As you can imagine, 

i t would be Impossible t o s u r v i v e f o r 

l o n g on t h i s amount. Thi s i s why 

Women's Support Groups l i k e ours have 

sprung up a l l over the c o u n t r y , t o 

c o l l e c t money and p r o v i d e f o o d f o r 

the needy i n our communities. 

H e t h l e y i s a small v i l l a g e on 

the o u t s k i r t s o f Leeds i n Y o r k s h i r e . 

Most of the miners here work a t t h e 

S a v i l e c o l l i e r y which i s be i n g c l o s e d 

down. They a r e 100% behind t h e 

s t r i k e , and we a r e p u t t i n g out up t o 

seventy food p a r c e l s each week t o 

he l p them t h r o u g h . I t i s ve r y hard 

work, but i t has i t s rewards, 

e s p e c i a l l y i n the closeness t h a t has 

grown between t h e women, and i n the 

commun! t y as a whole. For many of 

us, i t i s the f i r s t " p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i v i t y " we have ever been i n v o l v e d 

i n , and i t has opened our eyes t o 

many t h i n g s . 

Now w i t h w i n t e r coming on, we 

face new d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h having t o 

pay f u e l b i l l s — o t h e r w i s e our 

e l e c t r i c i t y and gas w i l l be c u t o f f . 

We would be most g r a t e f u l f o r 

any d o n a t i o n s — s m a i l r e g u l a r dona­

t i o n s are p a r t i c u l a r l y welcome—and 

we w i l l never f o r g e t the kindness of 

our many f r i e n d s a t home and 

overseas. 

Margaret B e l l 

S a v i l e Miners Support Group 

c/o Mrs. Margaret B e l l , 

30 S a v i l e Road 

Methley, 

Near LEEDS, West Yorkshire 
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THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATION OF 

GREEK WOMEN HELD IN ATHENS 

On December 6,7,8, 1985 the 

Fed e r a t i o n h e l d i t s t h i r d congress 

which i n c l u d e d d e l e g a t e s from across 

Greece and 25 guests from around the 

w o r l d . Foreign delegates i n c l u d e d 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from the B r i t i s h 

Miners' Wives Committee, I s r a e l , 

Nicaragua, E t h i o p i a , Vietnam, the 

U.S.S.R., P a l e s t i n e , Canada, S y r i a , 

the U.S.A., Czechoslovakia and 

o t h e r s . 

D i s c u s s i o n took place about the 

new Greek government. While t h i n g s 

are " b e t t e r than b e f o r e " , when t h e 

r i g h t wing r u l e d Greece, the s t a t u s 

of women i s not good enough. The 

PASOC government has i n t r o d u c e d new 

l e g i s l a t i o n on m a t e r n i t y leave and 

has issued a new Family Code. 

However, the government has not 

e s t a b l i s h e d mechanisms f o r e n f o r c i n g 

these laws. PASOC has a l s o 

e s t a b l i s h e d the Co u n c i l f o r E q u a l i t y 

t o m o n i t o r the s t a t u s o f women; 

however, the Counc i l ac t s as a 

mouthpiece f o r government p o l i c i e s 

and does n o t r e p r e s e n t the concerns 

of the F e d e r a t i o n o f Greek Women. 

Another area of immediate 

concern was the s t r u g g l e f o r peace. 

While the Greek government promised 

t o take Greece out o f NATO, i t 

implemented a program o f economic 

a u s t e r i t y and r e c e n t l y bought 100 

f i g h t e r planes from the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . T h i s "purchase of the 

ce n t u r y " was a c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n t h a t 

Greece's p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y 

p o l i c i e s are s u b o r d i n a t e t o t h e 

i n t e r e s t s o f U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m . The 

Fede r a t i o n c a l l s f o r Greece out o f 

NATO and a l l American bases out of 

Greece. 

At present Greece i s a t a 

cros s r o a d s . N a t i o n a l e l e c t i o n s a r e 

expected t o be h e l d between February 

and J u l y 1985. On the f i r s t Sunday 

I n December 1984 the f a s c i s t l e a d e r s 

from around the w o r l d h e l d a 

convention i n Athens. T h i s aroused 

t h e i n d i g n a t i o n o f democratic people 

i n Greece. The F e d e r a t i o n i s w o r k i n g 
a c t i v e l y t o counter the r i g h t wing 
and w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e e l e c t i o n 
campaigns by p u t t i n g f o r w a r d a 
program f o r women. 

The m i l i t a n c y and enthusiasm o f 
the delegates a t t h e Congress was an 
i n d i c a t i o n o f the d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f 
Greek women i n s t r u g g l i n g f o r a 
b e t t e r f u t u r e f o r themselves and 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

Costanza A l l e v a t o 

C n n ^
D Z a A

î
l e v a t 0 1 8

 President of the 
Congress of Canadian Women. 
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Polytex S t r i k e Ends i n S r i Lanka 

S o l i d a r i t y from u n i o n s , church 

groups, r e s i d e n t s , and p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t i e s was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n s e t t l i n g 

a s t r i k e i n t h e P o l y t e x Garments 

Factory i n the Free Trade Zone near 

Colombo. The s t r i k e , which i n v o l v e d 

1300 women, began when s i x u n i o n 

leaders who had been n e g o t i a t i n g f o r 

h i g h e r wages, were f i r e d by 

management. The C h r i s t i a n Workers 

Movement organized a massive support 

campaign, and a f t e r f o u r months the 

Labour Department c a l l e d the i n v o l v e d 

p a r t i e s t o a conference a t which t h e 

s t r i k e was s e t t l e d . (See IWDC 

N e w s l e t t e r , May and September 

i s s u e s ) . 

Labour Communications 

V o l . V I , No. 6, Nov. 1984 

Japanese Union Moves on VDT Hazards 

O f f i c i a l s o f Japan's main t r a d e 

u n i o n , Sohyo, have c a l l e d f o r 

l e g i s l a t i o n on VDT use, a r g u i n g t h a t 

e x i s t i n g g u i d e l i n e s are i n s u f f i c i e n t 

and t h a t t h e r e i s a need f o r more 

p r o t e c t i o n of workers' h e a l t h . Among 

th e proposals i s one f o r a d a i l y 
l i m i t on the number of hours a worker 
should spend i n f r o n t of t e r m i n a l s . 
The Union surveyed 6000 employees who 
had workeed an average o f 2.8 months 
on VDTs. Of these 76.8* complained o f 
eye f a t i g u e and 46.4 sa I d they had 
become s h o r t - s i g h t e d . A t o t a l of 
36.7* s a i d t h a t w o r k i n g on 
t e r m i n a l s made them more i r r i t a b l e . 

A s ia Labour M o n i t o r 

Free F l l i p l n a Workers 

The K i l u s a n g Mayo Uno (May F i r s t 

Movement) i s campaigning f o r the 

r e l e a s e of imprisoned l a b o u r l e a d e r s , 

among them M i l l e t S o r i a n o , a 26 year 

o l d o r g a n i z e r f o r the KMU i n t h e 

t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y . She has been under 

a r r e s t s i n c e September 1982 and i s 

b e i n g h e l d i n the P h i l i p p i n e 

Constabulary I n t e g r a t e d N a t i o n a l 

P o l i c e stockade. Please support the 

campaign f o r her r e l e a s e and t h a t of 

o t h e r t r a d e u n i o n i s t s i n d e t e n t i o n by 

w r i t i n g t o P r e s i d e n t Marcos of t h e 

P h i l i p p i n e s demanding immediate 

r e l e a s e . 

CAT POST 

I n 1869 B r i t i s h Post O f f i c e s were 

a u t h o r i z e d t o put c a t s on on 

t h e i r p a y r o l l s , f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t s 

mouse m u t i l a t i o n of the m a l l . 

Postmasters were r e q u i r e d t o 

f u r n i s h p e r i o d i c "cat e f f i c i e n c y 

r e p o r t s "which are on f i l e today 

a t London's main post o f f i c e . 
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Not An Easy Choice: A Feminist Re-examines Abortion 
by Kathleen McDonnell 

Women's Press, 1984, 116 pgs. 

Kathleen McDonnell has w r i t t e n 

an I m p o r t a n t book on the i s s u e o f 

a b o r t i o n and the q u e s t i o n s t h a t 

plague many women about i t . 

E s s e n t i a l l y she c h a l l e n g e s the 

c u r r e n t o r g a n i z i n g d r i v e f o r a b o r t i o n 

c l i n i c s and the way i t has posed the 

q u e s t i o n of a b o r t i o n . For McDonnell, 

t h e r e a r e many nuances t h a t have not 

been s u f f i c i e n t l y developed i n t h e 

a n a l y s i s o f the a b o r t i o n i s s u e , and 

most i m p o r t a n t l y , t h a t have n o t been 

developed i n the way p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n 

i s taken around a b o r t i o n . 

B a s i c a l l y , McDonnell f e e l s t h a t 

the s t r u g g l e f o r a b o r t i o n r i g h t s i s 

b e i n g conducted too s i m p l i s t i c a l l y , 

and t h a t i t does not address i t s e l f 

t o the mora1 and po1i t i ca1 

c o m p l e x i t i e s behind the i s s u e , such 

as f o r example, the q u e s t i o n w o r k i n g -

c l a s s and m i n o r i t y women have been 

r a i s i n g f o r y e a r s , i . e . the I r o n y of 

h a v i n g c h o i c e w i t h o u t money, so t h a t 

a woman i s f o r c e d t o a b o r t a c h i l d 

she cannot a f f o r d t o r a i s e . The 

chapters i n her book cover f a i r l y 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l issues d i r e c t l y and 

h o n e s t l y , l e a v i n g no q u e s t i o n about 

her commitment t o feminism and s o c i a l 

change. 

Other issues t h a t she takes up 

i n c l u d e the q u e s t i o n of men's r o l e i n 

the d e c i s i o n t o have an a b o r t i o n ; the 

q u e s t i o n of emerging r e p r o d u c t i v e 

technology and how f e m i n i s t s should 

respond t o I t ; the q u e s t i o n of t h e 

l i f e o f the f e t u s ; and, perhaps, most 

i n t e r e s t i n g l y , the q u e s t i o n o f 

the c o n t r o l o f the medical 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t over a l l aspects o f 

r e p r o d u c t i v e technology and the need 

f o r women's c o n t r o l . 

I t h i n k what t h i s book 

u l t i m a t e l y d e c r i e s i s a s y s t e m a t i c 

l a c k of support f o r women
1

 s d i g n i t y 

and autonomy i n t h i s w o r l d , i n 

p a r t i c u l a r over r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s . 

I n many ways, what McDonnell i s 

addressing i s the need t o shoot f o r 

more than j u s t simple access t o 

a b o r t i o n i n t h i s s t r u g g l e . C l e a r l y , 

before we can t a l k about f r e e c h o i c e , 

we must a t t a i n economic independence 

f o r women, so t h a t w o r k i n g c l a s s and 

poor women, f o r example, w i l l n o t be 

f o r c e d t o a b o r t c h i l d r e n t h e y would 

r a t h e r have but cannot a f f o r d ; 

we must a t t a i n s o c i a l s e r v i c e s t h a t 

w i l l p r o v i d e much-needed 

c o u n s e l l i n g and support f o r women 

going through a b o r t i o n s ^ ^ w e must 

a t t a i n democratic c o n t r o l of s o c i a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s such as t h e medical 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t so t h a t disadvantaged 

groups i n s o c i e t y are n o t f u r t h e r 

d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t i n terms o f 

t h e i r h e a l t h ; we must a t t a i n 

e x t e n s i v e s o c i a l support f o r the 

d i s a b l e d , so t h a t we do n o t a b o r t a 

d i s a b l e d c h i l d on the b a s i s of 

h a r d s h i p ; a l l of these t h i n g s r e q u i r e 

the k i n d of economic and s o c i a l 

c o n t r o l s o c i a l i s t s a r e s t r u g g l i n g 

f o r . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , though McDonnell 

r a i s e s the q u e s t i o n s , she does not 

put the s t r u g g l e q u i t e i n t h i s 

c o n t e x t , but r a t h e r seems t o i m p l y 

t h a t the women's movement must 

somehow supply enough su p p o r t t o make 

up f o r t h i s l a c k . 

The main problem I have w i t h the 

book i s t h a t i t does not have any 

a c t i o n t o recommend t o us i n terms of 

how we go about a c h i e v i n g t h e degree 

of s o c i a l support we need t o have a 

j u s t s o c i e t y f o r women—and c h i l d r e n 
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and «on Thoogh it ralaea questinna 
we have a l l etrugglrd with. It leave* 
the question of etrategy to other* 
But, surely, strategy la c r i t i c a l 

Clearly, straggle* against the 
ntfttft « n m be vra^ed in terms of what 
vou can r e a l i s t i c a l l y • , .>rt to 
arhleve within the context of en 
advanced capitalist state with a 
deeply ingrained 1lbrral/conservâtive 
Ideology We may not be able to 
achieve support networks for the 
disabled before we achieve abortion 
rlehts; we My not be able To achieve 
abortion rights before we achieve 
ho»r births. me »ny not have 
tenaitIve and responsible men until 
** achieve control over education; we 
may not be able to achieve economic 
independence for women until wa 
achieve control over reproduction; 
and ao on, Developing strategies 
ta c r i t i c a l . 

Vat ah l i e we aafca specific 
Jwnai upon the slate. |t la 
important not to loea our via ion of 
•bat ideally a society «Houid provide 
Its women, and r o i s r these v i s i o n s 
wherever possible. This la where I 
think McDonnell's book la {«portant. 

I take Issue with bar contention 
that feminist* have Tailed 
to adequately acknowledge the very 
real pain involved for wo**n In 
making the decision to have an 
abortion. I t la very difficult to 
oteantze political action and Include 
a comprehensive analysis, but 
nonetheless I feel that we mostly 
hava acknowledged women'a experience, 
to some extent publicly. but 
certainly l a print, at health 
centres. In self-help group*, and ao 
on. Foi many yea.-s now, we have been 
arguing that we are not saying 
M»>t tlon Is easy, and i t la from this 
need that we have argued for the 
necessity of abortion, as opposed to 
It * dnslrnbl1lty. 

la her final chapter*. 
McDonnell takes up the i s s u e of 
women '* control over reproduction and 
again makes the a i s take. I think, 
of assuming that what the pro choice 
•ovecent I s organizing Tor la 
necessarily a l l we want in the long 
run. I pareonoily have atrong 
feelings about the control of the 
aadlcal establishment over our live*, 
and I bal lava i t i s one of the 
c r i t i c a l Institution* maintaining the 
power of capitalisai, but medically 
insured abortion*. provided la a 
variety of ways, in plentiful, 
acceasible centre* run and controlled 
by women is ao for lato the future, J 
don't believe I t l a possible to 
organ!** atrateglcally for this goal 
at this lime. Though, as l said 
e a r l i e r , It la important to a l l 
struggles to keep and develop our 
vision*, l t feels like McDonnell Is 
c r i t i c a l of the women's aoveoant for 
not trying to achieve everything 
at race Vat aba herself doe* not 
provide specific ways or organising 
to achieve that level of control for 
the mojor 11 v of women. 

Marie Lorenzo 
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