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Yes! I would l i k e t o r e c e i v e CAYENNE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

I enc l o s e $10 f o r ray year's s u b s c r i p t i o n . 
I can make an a d d i t i o n a l d o n a t i o n o f $ 
I cannot a f f o r d t o send money a t t h i s t i m e , b u t would l i k e t o 
r e c e i v e CAYENNE. 

Send t o : CAYENNE, 229 C o l l e g e S t . W., T o r o n t o . O n t a r i o , M5T 1R4. 



G r a p h i c s i n t h i s i s s u e have been 
borrowed from A s i a Labour Monitor, 
A s i a n Women Workers N e w s l e t t e r , 
B r e a k i n g the S i l e n c e , Everywoman 1 s 
Almanac, I S I S , Women Draw 1984, The 
Women's T r i b u n e and AMES1 

p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

S p e c i a l thanks to Linda B r i s k i n for 
help i n producing t h i s i s s u e of 
Cayenne. And thank you to f r i e n d s at 
PRG who r e g u l a r l y put up with the 
chaos of Cayenne p r o d u c t i o n . 

WHO WE ARE 
We are three s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s who 
are committed to producing a b u l l e t i n 
of s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t news, a n a l y s i s 
and debate. We encourage Cayenne 
readers and supporters to co n t r i b u t e 
to t h i s process. 

Lynda Yanz, C h r i s t i n a M i l l s , and 
Marie Lorenzo 
The Cayenne C o l l e c t i v e 

Write CAYENNE a t 229 College S t r e e t , 
3rd f l o o r , Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4. 
Or c a l l (416) 977-8118. 
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c a y e n n e (kï-en' ) , n. [<native Braz. 
kynnha], 1. a very hot red pepper used 
widely i n I n d i a , China and Caribbean ; 
2. a female s p i c e ; 3. a l o n g - l a s t i n g 
i r r i t a n t ; 4. hot s t u f f . 

Cayenne banner by d i a n w a r i n n 
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EDITORIAL 
One o f t h e g o a l s we've had f o r 

Cayenne s i n c e we f i r s t began dreaming 
of a b u l l e t i n by and f o r s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t s , has been t o p r o v i d e a 
space f o r women t o d i s c u s s the issu e s 
which i n t e r e s t , a f f e c t , m o b i l i z e , and 
sometimes d i v i d e us. 

I d e a l l y , t h i s process m i g h t take 
the form o f a " k i t c h e n t a b l e " 
d i s c u s s i o n . That i s, i n s t e a d o f 
t h e o r i s t s o r " e x p e r t s " f a c i n g o f f , 
each o f f e r i n g a t i d y package o f 
a n a l y s i s and c o n c l u s i o n s , 
c o n t r a d i c t i n g and s c o r i n g each o t h e r 
o f f f o r an a d m i r i n g audience, 
o r d i n a r y women, a c t i v i s t s o r 
o t h e r w i s e , would t a k e p a r t i n t h e 
d i s c u s s i o n , each one a d d i n g her two 
c e n t s ' w o r t h as t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n 
f l o w s . Nods o f agreement, 
o b j e c t i o n s , e l a b o r a t i o n s on someone 
e l se's p o i n t , examples f rom 
e x p e r i e n c e t o s u p p o r t o r oppose a 
g i v e n s t a t e m e n t , e v e r y c o n t r i b u t i o n 
a t h r e a d i n t h e f a b r i c o f our 
] e a r n i ng from one a n o t h e r . Even 
" d i g r e s s i o n s " prov_ de i 1 l u m i n a t i o n - ¬
l e t 1 s hear i t f o r l a t e r a l t h i n k i n g ! 
There i s no audience, j u s t women 
t a l k i n g about what m a t t e r s t o us, 
s h a r i n g our i d e a s , our passions and, 
e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t l y , our q u e s t i o n s . 

I d e a l l y . But i t ' s h a r d t o 
c r e a t e a f a c s i m i l e o f a k i t c h e n t a b l e 
d i s c u s s i o n i n p r i n t . Many, i f not 
most, o f us a r e i n t i m i d a t e d by t h e 
pr o s p e c t o f p u t t i n g our t h o u g h t s 
onto paper and exp o s i n g them t o 
c r i t i c i s m , e s p e c i a l l y t h e c r i t i c i s m 
o f the anonymous and f o r b i d d i n g 
" t h e y " i f we a r e so r e c k l e s s as t o 
a c t u a l l y p u b l i s h our i d e a s . 

That i s why we p a r t i c u l a r l y 
welcome t h e response by Nancy Adamson 
and Susan P r e n t i c e t o our i n t e r v i e w 
w i t h Judy Rebick i n t h e l a s t i s s u e . 

mm 
Iff 

We hope t h e i r comments w i l l i n t u r n 
spur o t h e r women t o g e t i n on t h e 
c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

What, are t h e issu e s 
about i n your house, w i t h 
g roup, i n t h e bar a f t e r 
I f we are g o i n g t o move f o r w a r d we've 
go t t o f i n d more ways of h a v i n g 
c o l l e c t i v e s t r a t e g i c a l d i s c u s s i o n s . 

Our k i t c h e n door i s open and t h e 
k e t t l e ' s on. Come on i n and make 
y o u r s e l f a t home... 

you argue 
your s t u d y 
a meeting? 

A VICTORY FOR AIR CANADA WORKERS I 
A VICTORY FOR WOMEN I 
J u s t b e f o r e t a k i n g Cayenne t o the 
p r i n t e r , we heard t h a t s t r i k i n g 
a i r l i n e workers had s e t t l e d t h e i r 
s t r i k e . I t l o o k s l i k e they've won 
i m p o r t a n t g a i n s on s e v e r a l o f t h e i r 
demands, e s p e c i a l l y p a r t time work. 
See a r t i c l e on page 22 f o r 
background. Watch t h e ne x t i s s u e f o r 
an a n a l y s i s o f the s e t t l e m e n t . 



2 
LETTERS 

Dear Cayenne, 
The Whitehorse Women1 s Centre 

hasn't r e c e i v e d word on our g r a n t f o r 
t h i s f i s c a l year and th e r e are 
rumours t h a t Ottawa may c u t us o f f 
c o m p l e t e l y — t h e Centre has been 
funded through Sec S t a t e f o r t e n 
years! W e l l , I'm a f r a i d we are 
seeing many rep e r c u s s i o n s w i t h the 
new PC government, mainly c u t s i n 
g r a n t s f o r c u l t u r e , r e c r e a t i o n , 
parks, and n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
l i k e the Na t i v e and women's groups. 
The c u t s come one by one, but i f you 
add them up i t ' s a s i z e a b l e number o f 
j o b s , n o t t o mention the v i t a l 
p r o j e c t s and s e r v i c e s l o s t . 

We have a t e r r i t o r i a l e l e c t i o n 
coming up on May 15 and I f e a r a Tory 
sweep. R i g h t now t h e NDP i s t h e 
o f f i c i a l o p p o s i t i o n and i t ' s c r u c i a l 
t o keep the e x i s t i n g NDP seats. The 
c o n s e r v a t i v e s here are p l a y i n g on the 
idea t h a t i f the PC g e t s a m a j o r i t y 
i n t he t e r r i t o r y , the feds and 
t e r r i t o r y w i l l b r i n g "economic 
re c o v e r y " t o the Yukon. Meanwhile, 
the c u t s go on. 

Cayenne i s g r e a t 1 I l i k e t h e 
l o c a l and n a t i o n a l s t u f f best, and 
the more a n a l y t i c a l p i e c e s . I ' d love 
t o see more on t o p i c s such as l i b e r a l 
feminism and the censorship debate 
around pornography. The i n t e r v i e w 
w i t h Judy Rebick was good. I t would 
be I n t e r e s t i n g t o examine the 
p o s i t i v e aspects of open debate and 
idea s h a r i n g i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n such 

as OCAC. The experience of OCAC 
would be u s e f u l t o the women ' s 
movement as a whole and i n p a r t i c u l a r 
t o s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s who regard 
democratic processes and s t r u c t u r e s 
as i m p o r t a n t . 

I r e a l l y r e l y on the news i n 
papers/magazines l i k e Broadside and 
Cayenne, f o r news, updates, e t c . 
How do you f e e l about r e p r i n t i n g 
a r t i c l e s , w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e c r e d i t 
g i v e n t o au t h o r s and Cayenne? I n 
p a r t i c u l a r , t he update on Greenham 
Common was something t h a t the OptiMSt 
readers would be q u i t e i n t e r e s t e d 
I n . 

Jan L a n g f o r d , 
The OptiMSt, 
Whitehorse, Yukon. 

( Ed. note : Cayenne i s happy t o have 
any news or debate found I n these 
pages spread f u r t h e r a f i e l d . Any 
p u b l i c a t i o n which wishes t o use our 
a r t i c l e s may do so, assuming due 
c r e d i t i s g i v e n . I f the p u b l i c a t i o n 
i s one which does not a l r e a d y have an 
exchange w i t h Cayenne, please send us 
a copy o f the issue i n which t h e 
a r t i c l e a p p e a r s — a n d l e t ' s s t a r t an 
exchange.) 

We've Moved 
Cayenne has a new home a t 229 College 
S t r e e t , Toronto, M5T 1R4. We're j u s t 
east of Huron S t r e e t , on the t h i r d 
f l o o r o f the b u i l d i n g , i n a l i g h t , 
w e l l - e q u i p p e d , pleasant o f f i c e which 
we share w i t h many ot h e r i n t e r e s t i n g 
people. 

Toward a Broader Strategy for Choice 
3 

The t o p i c of choice and what i t 
means i s a popular one i n f e m i n i s t 
and s o c i a l i s t c i r c l e s these days. 
Cayenne had an i n t e r v i e w w i t h Judy 
Rebick i n i t s l a s t i s s u e , Norma 
Scarborough has a long l e t t e r i n the 
l a s t issue of H e a l t h s h a r i n g , the 
Ontario C o a l i t i o n f o r A b o r t i o n 
C l i n i c s (OCAC) r e c e n t l y sponsored a 
p u b l i c meeting, E l l i e K i r z n e r wrote 
an a r t i c l e i n Now, and Bob Gardner 
discussed the issue i n T a l k i n g  
S o c i a l i s t . A l l t h i s has r a i s e d many 
questions about a n a l y s i s and s t r a t e g y 
t h a t we'd l i k e t o discuss w i t h other 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s . I n the 
f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e we want t o pose 
some of our questions i n the s p i r i t 
of f u r t h e r i n g the growing dialogue 
about and w i t h i n the pro-choice 
movement. 

I t seems t o us t h a t t he pro-
choice movement i n c o r p o r a t e s many 
more issues than the general p u b l i c 
d i s c u s s i o n has so f a r revealed. 
While we know, and t a l k about, the 
need f o r safe and e f f e c t i v e b i r t h 
c o n t r o l , sexual freedom, daycare, 
m i d w i f e r y , b i r t h o p t i o n s , equal pay 
f o r work of equal value, a f f o r d a b l e 
housing, a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n , an end 
to f o r c e d s t e r i l i z a t i o n and to 
v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women, and a host of 
other issues as necessary pre­
c o n d i t i o n s f o r t r u e freedom of 
choice, t h i s awareness i s n ' t 
t r a n s l a t e d i n t o t he message the 
p u b l i c sees. 

A s i n g u l a r focus on a b o r t i o n 
d o esn 1t make the l i n k s e x p l i c i t to 
the many women h e a l t h a c t i v i s t s 
working i n ot h e r areas of 
r e p r o d u c t i v e choice. Midwives, 
proponents of home b i r t h , and h e a l t h 
a c t i v i s t s working t o empower women 
through o t h e r than the medical model 
are l e f t s t r u g g l i n g i n i s o l a t i o n , and 
the pro-choice movement loses the 

s t r e n g t h t h a t they could b r i n g t o the 
movement. The c r i t i q u e t h a t these 
women can o f f e r of the medical model 
i s a powerful one t h a t needs 
examination. 

The medical model of h e a l t h i s 
one which focusses on i l l n e s s and i t s 
cure by medical d o c t o r s . Medical 
d o c t o r s , t r a d i t i o n a l l y male, are the 
experts who have c o l l u d e d w i t h the 
s t a t e , and more r e c e n t l y w i t h the 
pharmaceutical i n d u s t r y , t o c o n t r o l 
women and our bodies by monopoly of 
the d e f i n i t i o n and treatment of 
h e a l t h and i l l n e s s . I n a d d i t i o n , the 
medical model has denied connection 
between our h e a l t h and our s o c i a l , 
p o l i t i c a l and economic s i t u a t i o n s , 
and thus the l i n k s between mental and 
p h y s i c a l h e a l t h and our m a t e r i a l 
s i t u a t i o n . Women's h e a l t h has been 
d e f i n e d from a male p e r s p e c t i v e . The 
women's h e a l t h movement has 
challenged t h i s medical model i n many 
impo r t a n t ways and has t r i e d t o put 
the c o n t r o l and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 



our h e a l t h back i n t o women's hands. 
A c r i t i q u e of the medical model and 
system seems t o us t o be a c r u c i a l 
aspect of the pro-choice movement. 

In c o u n t r i e s l i k e Canada the 
medical p r o f e s s i o n has such a 
monopoly over h e a l t h care t h a t i t 
makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o set up 
a l t e r n a t i v e f e m i n i s t c l i n i c s because 
of problems of l i c e n s i n g and expense. 
Those a re r e a l concerns which cannot 
be dismissed l i g h t l y , but they should 
not push us i n t o a c c e p t i n g e x c l u s i v e 
medical c o n t r o l of a b o r t i o n w i t h o u t a 
c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h a t d e c i s i o n . And 
as s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s we must be 
c a r e f u l not t o dismiss those 
arguments which c h a l l e n g e medical 
c o n t r o l by l a b e l l i n g them " r a d i c a l 
f e m i n i s t " . 

Adoption of the medical model 
has s e r i o u s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r 
s t r a t e g y . One of the issues r a i s e d 
by Kathleen McDonnell i n Not An Easy 
Choice, i s the emotional/moral 
dimension of the a b o r t i o n (and by 
e x t e n s i o n , the r e p r o d u c t i v e h e a l t h ) 
i s s u e . The male medical model i s a 
r a t i o n a l and s c i e n t i f i c one, i n which 
emotional and s u b j e c t i v e experience 
i s n o n - e x i s t e n t . Feminists have long 
c r i t i c i z e d and challenged the 
inadequacy of t h e o r y which doesn't 
a l l o w room f o r the experienced, f o r 
an emotional component. Yet on an 
issue which touches us as p e r s o n a l l y 
and as deeply as t h a t of r e p r o d u c t i v e 
h e a l t h , the pro-choice movement i s 
aski n g us t o a l l y w i t h a model t h a t 
negates our personal experience. The 
d i s s e r v i c e t h a t t h i s does t o women i s 
well-documented by McDonnell. She 
p o i n t s o ut t h a t , aside from the harm 
and p a i n t h a t i n d i v i d u a l women 
experience ( i f we can ever put 
i n d i v i d u a l women "aside") as a 
r e s u l t o f a s c i e n t i f i c and r a t i o n a l 
attempt a t d e a l i n g w i t h an experience 
t h a t c a r r i e s most of i t s power i n the 
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emotional and s u b j e c t i v e realm, we 
r i s k a g r e a t s t r a t e g i c e r r o r . 

We ' ve lon g p o i n t e d out t h a t t o 
be pro-choice does not n e c e s s a r i l y 
mean t o be p r o - a b o r t i o n , but w i t h o u t 
some acknowledgement of the 
com p l e x i t y of the choice, we appear 
t o be a movement t h a t o n l y hard-edged 
dogmatics can support. The a n t i -
choice movement gains a l o t of 
mileage from t h e i r m a n i p u l a t i o n of 
the ambivalence of many people about 
a b o r t i o n . Few of us i n the pro-
choice movement, i f asked p r i v a t e l y , 
would n o t acknowledge some degree of 
ambivalence i f we were faced w i t h the 
personal choice of an unchosen 
pregnancy. Ambivalence doesn't mean 
t h a t we can't s t i l l come down as 
s t r o n g pro-choice s u p p o r t e r s . I t 
means we have t o f i n d a way t o a l l o w 
people t o f e e l a p a r t of a pro-choice 
movement, w h i l e s t i l l c l a i m i n g t h e i r 
own personal f e e l i n g s . We b e l i e v e 
t h i s means going beyond p e r m i t t i n g 
a c t i v i s t s t o q u i e t l y discuss our own 
a m b i v a l e n c e — i t means a l l o w i n g the 
pro-choice movement t o permit the 
issue of ambivalence i n t o the p u b l i c 
t e x t of the di s c o u r s e . To permit us 
t o speak a t r u t h among our f r i e n d s , 
but t o deny t h a t v o i c e when we speak 
w i t h the p u b l i c , seems t o us t o be 
short-changing the complex issue of 
decision-making around a b o r t i o n , 

Reproductive r i g h t s can be seen 
as a spectrum w i t h a b o r t i o n a t one 
end, and b i r t h i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s a t the 
o t h e r . We can c l e a r l y see a p a t t e r n 
of s t a t e i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t o the whole 
spectrum. J u s t as the s t a t e makes 
access t o a b o r t i o n d i f f i c u l t , i t i s 
a t t e m p t i n g to l i m i t access to 
b i r t h i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s . The l a y i n g of 
c r i m i n a l charges, c a l l i n g of 
i n q u e s t s , and o t h e r harassments of 
midwives i s on the increase as the 
s t a t e cracks down on women h e a l t h 
a c t i v i s t s who c h a l l e n g e the medical 
model. From a comprehensive f e m i n i s t 

a n a l y s i s , these issues are p a r t of 
the same c o i n : c o n t r o l of our bodies 
and the f i g h t t o wrest c o n t r o l from 
the s t a t e . 

The h e a l t h a c t i v i s t s working 
o u t s i d e the medical model have a 
g r e a t deal t o teach us about t h i s 
issue. T h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o 
de m y s t i f y medical care, t o g i v e women 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i r own h e a l t h , 
and t o chall e n g e the monopoly of 
h e a l t h care by te a c h i n g women about 
t h e i r own bodies, p r o v i d e s a r a d i c a l 
and g r a s s - r o o t s way of empowering 
women. Of course, a small h a n d f u l of 
s k i l l e d women cannot make changes f o r 
the v a s t m a j o r i t y of Canadian women— 
but t h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 
(or l i b e r a l , or bourgeois) per se  
about the s t r a t e g y of moving o u t s i d e 
the system t o provide care f or 
ourselves i n the absence of i t s 
being s u p p l i e d by the s t a t e . Having 
said t h i s , we want to emphasize, 
however, t h a t we are not suggesting 
t h a t we stop demanding s e r v i c e s from 
the s t a t e , but we see demanding 
s e r v i c e s from the s t a t e as p a r t of a 
l a r g e r s t r a t e g y . 

I t ' s long been a r e a l i t y f o r 
pr o g r e s s i v e people t h a t we have to 
f i n d our own ways of meeting our own 
needs. For example, i n the e a r l y 
1970's we witnessed r a p i d growth i n 
the establishment of community-based 
c o o p e r a t i v e daycare c e n t r e s . While 
everyone i n v o l v e d i n the g r a s s - r o o t s 
movement t o provide co-op daycare 
would agree t h a t another community 



based daycare c e n t r e wasn't going t o 
r e s u l t i n the f r e e u n i v e r s a l daycare 
system which was our u l t i m a t e g o a l , 
we knew we needed t o organize t o 
pr o v i d e our own care i n the i n t e r i m . 
Before we get t o where we are going, 
we need the t o o l s t o hel p us move. 
We are a l l aware of the t r u e 
" s l i p p e r y slope", of 'accepting 
l i b e r a l reforms i n place of r a d i c a l 
s o c i a l change. Nevertheless, those 
co-op daycare centres housed some of 
the most vi g o r o u s and vocal daycare 
a c t i v i s t s , who, w h i l e h o l d i n g onto a 
long-term v i s i o n , n e v e r t h e l e s s chose 
t o e s t a b l i s h care i n t h e i r own 
neighborhoods. Our p r o v i s i o n of care 
f o r o u r s e lves and our k i d s , w h i l e 
s t i l l focussed on demanding s e r v i c e s 
from the s t a t e , was a r a d i c a l a c t . 

I s i t p o s s i b l e t o see the 
es t a b l i s h m e n t of the Harbord c l i n i c 
as another example of a movement f o r 
s o c i a l change p r o v i d i n g f o r i t s own 
i n the absence of supply by the 
s t a t e ? Aren't we choosing, i n 
opening a c l i n i c , t o make q u a l i t y , 
c a r i n g a b o r t i o n s e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e 
f o r o n l y a smal l number of Toronto 
women? Yes, the establishment of a 
c l i n i c w i l l s e t an important 
precedent. But one Toronto-based 
c l i n i c i s not going to make 
fundamental changes i n the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y and access t o a b o r t i o n 
f o r the m a j o r i t y of Canadian women. 
Yet f o r the pro-choice movement, a 
c l i n i c s t r a t e g y i s seen as mass 
a c t i o n of a k i n d , w h i l e the p r o v i s i o n 
of o t h e r r e p r o d u c t i v e h e a l t h s e r v i c e s 
( m i d w i f e r y , l a y h e a l t h care, home 
b i r t h i n g , e t c . ) are seen as 
" i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c " or " h i p p i e " . 

We suspect t h a t t h e r e i s a l a c k 
of c l a r i t y here: s u r e l y i t i s 
h y p o c r i t i c a l t o smash a t a c t i c t h a t 
we o u r s e l v e s chose t o use. As a 
r e s u l t o f s p e c i f i c d e c i s i o n s made by 
the pro-choice movement, a p o l i t i c a l 
t e r r a i n was carved o ut. Yet we've 

" I can't give you any Do's and Don'ts about 
b i c t h c o n t r o l young lady. Only Don'ts." 

seen the c l i n i c s t r a t e g y argued as 
though i t were an a b s o l u t e , the 
"vanguard" i s s u e . T h e o r e t i c a l l y , a 
c l i n i c s t r a t e g y was o n l y one of many 
choices the movement could have made. 
We f e e l t h a t i t i s e s s e n t i a l t o be 
c l e a r t h a t we framed the f i g h t . and 
chose t o go the r o u t e we d i d . The 
c l i n i c s t r a t e g y d i d not descend upon 
us from the sky; i t i s more than the 
simple " p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t y , l i k e i t or 
not" t h a t Norma Scarborough c a l l s i n 
the l a s t issue of H e a l t h s h a r i n g . I t 
i s the r e s u l t of conscious p l a n n i n g . 
The pro-choice movement needs t o 
accept r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the 
d e c i s i o n s t o accept the c l i n i c 
s t r a t e g y , and the medical model. 

The s t r a t e g y adopted by the p r o -
choice movement i s one of n e a r - t o t a l 
r e l i a n c e on d o c t o r s and corresponding 
v a l i d a t i o n of the medical model. The 
medical p r o f e s s i o n i s no f r i e n d of 
women. I t ' s l e g i t i m i z i n g power i s 
enormous, and i t s h i s t o r y i s one of 
d i r e c t and repeated oppression of 

women. I n p r a c t i c a l terms alone t h i s 
r e l i a n c e on the medical model and on 
doc t o r s can mean, and has meant, t h a t 
a l a r g e c o a l i t i o n o f a c t i v i s t s and 
v o l u n t e e r s can be he l d up f o r long 
periods of time u n t i l a docto r can be 
found who i s w i l l i n g t o work i n the 
c l i n i c . The a r r e s t ( o r d e c i s i o n t o 
no longer p a r t i c i p a t e ) of doctors 
w i l l b r i n g the c l i n i c down— 
p a r a l y z i n g a group which has chosen 
t o focus on a c l i n i c s t r a t e g y . Aside 
from the i n c r e d i b l e power t o c o n t r o l 
t h a t t h i s g i v e s the d o c t o r s , the 
r e l i a n c e on the l e g i t i m a c y of the 
medical p r o f e s s i o n i s a p o t e n t i a l l y 
dangerous one. "A woman and her 
do c t o r " , though i t sounds good, and 
c e r t a i n l y can make a s o c i a l impact on 
mid d l e - c l a s s Canada, s t i l l doesn't 
leave f i n a l c o n t r o l over a woman's 
body w i t h the woman. Feminists have 
long claimed t h a t u l t i m a t e 
s o v e r e i g n t y f o r women must mean being 
able t o make those hard d e c i s i o n s 
about c o n t r o l of our bodies and our 
l i v e s o u r s e l v e s . 

S e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y mass-action 
o r i e n t e d groups, such as OCAC, are 
supplementing r a l l i e s and 
demonstrations w i t h l o b b y i n g . 
S o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s have a h i s t o r y of 
s t r o n g l y c r i t i c i z i n g the "gray-
s u i t e d " f e m i n i s t , b r i e f c a s e tucked 
under her arm, as she t r i e s t o e f f e c t 
change from w i t h i n the h a l l s of 
power. What does i t mean when we 
lobby? 

This r a i s e s a q u e s t i o n of 
s t r a t e g y . We have come t o r e a l i z e i n 
our d i s c u s s i o n s of the choice issue 
t h a t we no longer know what i t means 
to adopt a "mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y " . 
C e r t a i n l y r a l l i e s and demonstrations, 
c o a l i t i o n and a l l i a n c e work, and 
perhaps p e t i t i o n s are mass a c t i o n s . 
But aside from c e r t a i n t a c t i c s which 
r e l y on l a r g e numbers of people, the 
d e f i n i t i o n of mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y i s 
unclear t o us. Mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y 

must have a meaning t h a t goes beyond 
p l a y i n g a numbers game. Without the 
k i n d of resources t h a t the a n t i -
choice movement can m o b i l i z e — w i t h o u t 
a c o n s t i t u e n c y as w e l l - o r g a n i z e d , and 
as w e l l - f u n d e d — t h e " r i g h t - t o - l i f e " 
w i l l always be able t o .win i n t h e 
demo body count. 

We f e e l t h a t i t i s time t o 
c r i t i c a l l y examine and assess what we 
mean by mass a c t i o n t a c t i c s and 
s t r a t e g y and how w e l l they work. 
"Mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y " i s such a 
t e n e t of s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n f o r 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s t h a t we t h i n k i t 
needs c a r e f u l a r t i c u l a t i o n . 

To date, the pro-choice movement 
has l i m i t e d i t s e x e r c i s e of mass 
a c t i o n t a c t i c s t o demonstrations. 
Yet t h i s i s a t a c t i c being used by 
the r i g h t - t o - l i f e as w e l l as us. I n 
f a c t , i f photos of l a r g e 
demonstrations o u t s i d e the c l i n i c on 
Harbord had the p i c k e t signs w h i t e d 
ou t , we bet even the most a s t u t e 
observer would be hard pressed t o 
guess (except, perhaps, by c o u n t i n g 
the r e l a t i v e number of s u i t s ) i f the 
demo were pro- or a n t i - c h o i c e . 
C e r t a i n l y the Harbord St. Business 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s c a l l on posters l i n i n g 
the s t r e e t : "Pro-Choice. P r o - L i f e : 
Enough i s Enough" doesn't d i s t i n g u i s h 
between the two groups. 

The Right has adopted one of our 
most cherished t a c t i c s — m a s s a c t i o n — 
t o f u r t h e r t h e i r own aims. We 
suppose we could take t h i s as a wry 
acknowledgement of the s t r e n g t h o f 
mass a c t i o n s . I t seems to us t h a t 
mass a c t i o n i s t a c t i c and r e s u l t -
s p e c i f i c ; i t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s 
c o n t e n t , n ot i t s form. The use of 
t a c t i c s which r e l y on l a r g e numbers 
of people i s n 1 t o r g a n i c a l l y a 
pr o g r e s s i v e one. What i m p l i c a t i o n s 
does t h i s have f o r our f u t u r e 
a c t i v i t i e s ? 

A c t i v i t i e s i n the f i g h t f o r 
r e p r o d u c t i v e choice could i n c l u d e 



8 

!"VjPî 

"IF 5HES PREfiHANT, WE ANDTffi POPE AND TIE PRESIDENT OF THE 

waged by h e a l t h a c t i v i s t s f o r c o n t r o l 
over t h a t spectrum and our bodies 
o u r s e l v e s , as a l l of a piece. 
Nevertheless, as f e m i n i s t s we've 
always i n s i s t e d on the overview, on 
making the connections. The 
questions we've r a i s e d about the 
c u r r e n t s t r a t e g y of the pro-choice 
movement are a p a r t of t h a t process. 
F u r t h e r , the questions we've r a i s e d 
about mass a c t i o n seem t o us t o be an 
e x c i t i n g and c h a l l e n g i n g border a t 
which t o push s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 
t heory f u r t h e r , and t o deepen our 
understanding of what i t means t o 
s t r u g g l e as s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s . 

Nancy Adamson and Susan P r e n t i c e 

e s t a b l i s h i n g f r e e - s t a n d i n g c l i n i c s — 
s t a f f i n g them w i t h d o c t o r s , nurse 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s , and t r a i n e d l a y 
people; f i g h t i n g f o r c l i n i c 
l e g a l i z a t i o n through the c o u r t s ; 
e s t a b l i s h i n g as many c l i n i c s as 
p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t w a i t i n g f o r c o u r t 
a p p r o v a l ; t r a i n i n g l a y h e a l t h workers 
i n t h e p r o v i s i o n of basic 
r e p r o d u c t i v e h e a l t h care ; developing 
l a y a b o r t i o n a l t e r n a t i v e s ; l o b b y i n g ; 
p o l l - t a k i n g ; c h a l l e n g i n g the media; 
f i g h t i n g the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons; c h a l l e n g i n g the Medical 
Reform Group; t a k i n g over h o s p i t a l 
boards—we could develop a host of 
t a c t i c s , c u r r e n t l y n ot being worked 
on, t h a t would c o n t r i b u t e t o the p r o -
choice movement's s t r e n g t h . What 
among these are mass a c t i o n t a c t i c s ? 
What i s a comprehensive s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t s t r a t e g y on the choice 
question? 

The t h r e a d t h a t t i e s t h i s 
d i s c u s s i o n t o g e t h e r i s the a n a l y s i s 
of c o n t r o l of our bodies, emphasizing 
the c o n t i n u i t y of- the r e p r o d u c t i v e 
spectrum. We're aware t h a t i t ' s a 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l argument t o i n s i s t on 
the i n t e g r i t y of the spectrum as a 
whole, and t o see the s t r u g g l e s being 

Doctors Organize for Choice 

Women i n the pro-choice movement 
have lon g wondered why p r o g r e s s i v e 
d o c t o r s have not come out p u b l i c l y i n 
support o f our r i g h t t o choose. Some 
have looked f o r a p o l i t i c a l stance 
and o r g a n i z i n g e f f o r t around choice 
from the Medical Reform Group, which 
was e x p l i c i t l y formed i n order t o 
counter t h e p o l i t i c a l impact of the 
c o n s e r v a t i v e medical e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
represented by t h e O n t a r i o Medical 
A s s o c i a t i o n . Not o n l y has such an 
e f f o r t n ot been f o r t h c o m i n g , the 
group r e f u s e d t o s i g n the open l e t t e r 
of " C o - c o n s p i r a t o r s f o r Choice" 
p u b l i s h e d i n the Globe & M a i l a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f Dr. M o r g e n t a l e r 1 s t r i a l . 
U n t i l now i t has been a ma t t e r o f a 
few i n d i v i d u a l d o c t o r s s u p p o r t i n g 
choice i n t h e i r own ways as members 
of the movement, w i t h o u t a t t e m p t i n g 
t o o r g a n i z e and take advantage o f 
t h e i r p o t e n t i a l p o l i t i c a l c l o u t as 
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p h y s i c i a n s . A step toward changing 
t h i s s i t u a t i o n i s being taken w i t h 
the f o r m a t i o n of Doctors f o r Choice, 
which w i l l t r y t o m o b i l i z e pro-choice 
d o c t o r s i n a v a r i e t y of ways. The new 
group went p u b l i c i n A p r i l a t a press 
conference a t which f i v e p h y s i c i a n s 
announced they were b e g i n n i n g 
t r a i n i n g t o take over a t the 
Morgentaler C l i n i c i f i t should 
become necessary. I t i s hoped t h a t 
the a p p r o p r i a t e a u t h o r i t i e s w i l l 
r e a l i z e t h a t j a i l i n g d o c t o r s w i l l not 
make the is s u e go away, because t h e r e 
w i l l always be more d o c t o r s ready t o 
support women's r e p r o d u c t i v e choice. 
The f o l l o w i n g i s from a statement by 
the f i v e d o c t o r s t r a i n i n g t o do 
a b o r t i o n s : 

As p h y s i c i a n s we have an 
o b l i g a t i o n t o p r o v i d e the best 
p o s s i b l e medical care t o our 
p a t i e n t s . When women come t o us 
w i t h an unwanted pregnancy we 
f i n d o u r s e l v e s unable t o f u l f i l 
our o b l i g a t i o n t o them i n t h e 
present circumstances. There­
f o r e we have begun t r a i n i n g t o 
do a b o r t i o n s a t t h e Morgentaler 
C l i n i c . We would l i k e t o remind 
our c o l l e a g u e s and the p u b l i c 
t h a t i t was i l l e g a l t o p r o v i d e 
b i r t h c o n t r o l a d v i c e or 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s t o p a t i e n t s b e f o r e 
1969. By a c t i n g i n d e f i a n c e of 
the p r e s e n t a b o r t i o n law, we 
f e e l we are f o l l o w i n g on the 
f i n e t r a d i t i o n s of t h e thousands 
of Canadian d o c t o r s who d e f i e d 
the law a g a i n s t c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
s e r v i c e s b e f o r e 1969. 

The next time you v i s i t your 
f a m i l y d o c t o r why not ask what her 
p o s i t i o n i s on choice and what she 
i n t e n d s t o do about i t . T e l l her 
about Doctors f o r Choice and 
encourage her t o get i n touch a t : 
P.O. Box 753, S t a t i o n P, Toronto, M5S 
2Z1. Of course, i f she's not p r o -
ch o i c e , you can always f i n d another 
d o c t o r . . . 

C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

Questions about women's groups i n 
Toronto? Services f o r women? Jobs 
f o r women? Then c a l l : 

The Women's I n f o r m a t i o n Line 
926-8700 

24 hours taped message 
Phone l i n e s t a f f e d Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings, 7 - 10 p.m. 

The Women's I n f o r m a t i o n L i n e i s a 
s e r v i c e p r o v i d e d by f e m i n i s t 
a c t i v i s t s . 
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Angela Davis in Toronto 

Though she was here f o r less than 24 
hours and she had t o ref u s e personal 
i n t e r v i e w s due t o time c o n s t r a i n t s , 
Angela Davis d i d answer a few 
qu e s t i o n s a t a small press conference 
mostly composed of bla c k , l e f t -
wing, f e m i n i s t , and a l t e r n a t i v e 
press. Here we p r i n t t he i n t e r v i e w 
i n f u l l . 

Q: What would you i d e n t i f y as the 
p r o g r e s s i v e elements w i t h i n t he 
women's movement? 

A.D.: I t h i n k t h a t , p a r t i c u l a r l y I n 
t h i s p a r t of the w o r l d , the most 
i m p o r t a n t r e c e n t development t o take 
place has t o do w i t h the emergence of 
wo r k i n g - c l a s s women i n the l e a d e r s h i p 
of t h e women's movement. Of course, 
we know t h a t w i t h the i n i t i a l 
emergence of the women's l i b e r a t i o n 
movement t h e r e was some h e s i t a n c y t o 
focus on issues t h a t r e l a t e d t o the 
c o n d i t i o n s of wo r k i n g - c l a s s women and 
e s p e c i a l l y women of c o l o u r . I t h i n k 
t h a t i t i s ve r y a p p r o p r i a t e t h a t the 
end of the U.N. Decade of Women 
conference i s being h e l d i n N a i r o b i , 
Kenya. 

Q: Could you t e l l us a l i t t l e b i t 
about what you've been up t o , because 
a l o t o f us remember you from back i n 
your a c t i v i s t days, when we were a l l 
out t h e r e s u p p o r t i n g you... 

A.D.: W e l l , my a c t i v i s t days have 
n o t y e t ended ( l a u g h t e r ) . . . , and 
I ' m i n v o l v e d i n many of the same 
s t r u g g l e s as d u r i n g the e a r l y 
s e v e n t i e s . As a r e s u l t of the work 
t h a t was done around the demand f o r 
my freedom i n 1970, 1971 and 1972, we 
were a b l e , i n 1973, t o found an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n which i s c a l l e d t h e 

N a t i o n a l A l l i a n c e A g a i n s t R a c i s t and 
P o l i t i c a l Repression. 

The A l l i a n c e i s s t i l l v e r y 
a c t i v e around a whole number of 
iss u e s : p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , of 
course. We're c h a l l e n g i n g t h e death 
p e n a l t y because of i t s r a c i s t and 
c l a s s - b i a s e d c h a r a c t e r . We are 
defe n d i n g t h e r i g h t s of workers, 
e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d w i t h 
t h e tremendous a s s a u l t on wor k e r s 1 

r i g h t s by the Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
We are i n v o l v e d r i g h t now, f o r 
example, i n the defense o f the 
s t r i k e r s a t t h e auto f a c t o r y i n 
Horency, Ar i z o n a . Some of the l e a d i n g 
f o r c e s i n t h a t s t r i k e are women. We 
have a t a s k f o r c e a g a i n s t p o l i c e 
crimes, which have c o n t i n u e d t o mount 
and are even a t a g r e a t e r h e i g h t now 
than they were d u r i n g t h e l a t e 
s i x t i e s and e a r l y s e v e n t i e s . 

So, these are t h e k i n d s of 
t h i n g s t h a t I'm i n v o l v e d i n . The 
s t r u g g l e has c e r t a i n l y not ended; as 
a ma t t e r of f a c t , as a r e s u l t of the 
e l e c t i o n and r e - e l e c t i o n o f Ronald 
Reagan, i t ' s even more i m p o r t a n t t o 
have o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i k e the N a t i o n a l 
A l l i a n c e . 

Q : What k i n d of changes have you 
seen i n the past decade f o r women, 
and what do you t h i n k i s the most 
i m p o r t a n t c h a l l e n g e f a c i n g women now 
as we go i n t o the next decade? 

A.D. : Over the l a s t decade, a much 
c l e a r e r consciousness of the 
oppression of women has a r i s e n . I 
t h i n k t h a t the major c h a l l e n g e i s t o 
pr o v i d e not o n l y j o b s f o r women, but 
job s w i t h equal pay. Of course, i n 
the S t a t e s now, the comparable worth 
s t r u g g l e i s emerging as the main 
s t r u g g l e of the women's movement. 
Then, of course, t h e r e are ot h e r 
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issues t h a t d i r e c t l y r e l a t e t o 
women's a b i l i t y t o move fo r w a r d i n 
the quest f o r e q u a l i t y , eg. the 
f i g h t f o r r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s . . . You 
probably know about the way the 
Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the u l t r a -
r i g h t f o r c e s are a t t e m p t i n g t o 
e x p l o i t t h e whole issue of women's 
r i g h t t o a b o r t i o n , and women's r i g h t 
t o be f r e e of s t e r i l i z a t i o n abuse has 
to be l i n k e d t o t h a t s t r u g g l e . 

While t h e r e has been the 
development of a g r e a t e r 
consciousness, the m a t e r i a l s i t u a t i o n 
of women has eroded i n the l a s t ten 
years, e s p e c i a l l y f o r women of 
c o l o u r . And t h i s , o f course, has t o 
do w i t h t h e a s s a u l t s on working 
people i n g e n e r a l . 

Q: You ran as V i c e - P r e s i d e n t i a l 
candidate [ f o r the Communist Party 
USA] i n the l a s t American e l e c t i o n . 
That's something t h a t has not g o t t e n 
very much coverage. Would you 1 i k e 
t o say something about t h a t campaign 
and how a c t i v e i t was? 

A.D.: One of the t h i n g s we 
disco v e r e d was t h a t , as a r e s u l t of 
th e v i t r i o l i c anti-communism 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the Reagan 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , we got a l o t more 
p u b l i c i t y i n t h e e s t a b l i s h e d media i n 
the S t a t e s . With a l l the a s s a u l t s 

a g a i n s t communism emanating from the 
Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , many people 
wanted t o know what the communists 
were r e a l l y about, what they r e a l l y 
say. 

We f e l t t h a t i t was v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t t o have candidates i n t h e 
l a s t e l e c t i o n , n o t because we f e l t we 
co u l d , on our own, d e f e a t Reagan, but 
we saw our campaign as being p a r t o f 
a u n i t e d f r o n t a g a i n s t Reagan and 
a g a i n s t the Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 1 s 
p o l i c i e s . And we played an i m p o r t a n t 
r o l e i n r a i s i n g issues t h a t were n o t 
r a i s e d by the Democratic P a r t y . For 
example, the r i g h t t o j o b s : t h i s was 
one issue t h a t , except f o r the 
Rainbow C o a l i t i o n i n the Jesse 
Jackson campaign, d i d n ot come up i n 
the e l e c t o r a l campaigns. 

Q: How a c t i v e were you? 

A.D.: We spoke t o m i l l i o n s of 
people, we had mass r a l l i e s a l l over 
t h e c o u n t r y , we d i d a g r e a t deal of 
press work, we went out i n t o t he 
s t r e e t s and c o l l e c t e d s i g n a t u r e s . . . 
i n C a l i f o r n i a alone we c o l l e c t e d over 
150,000 s i g n a t u r e s i n order t o g e t on 
the b a l l o t . I n many s t a t e s , the 
Communist P a r t y w i l l n o t 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y be placed on the b a l l o t 
i n any g i v e n e l e c t i o n . We have t o go 
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out and c o l l e c t s i g n a t u r e s . And so 
d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d , probably many 
people spoke d i r e c t l y w i t h a 
Communist, or w i t h a s u p p o r t e r of the 
Communist campaign, fa c e t o f a c e . 
So, a l t h o u g h our power was not f e l t 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o the number of votes 
t h a t were a c t u a l l y c a s t , we d i d p l a y 
an i m p o r t a n t r o l e . 

And I should p o i n t out t h a t even 
though Reagan was r e - e l e c t e d , I don't 
t h i n k we should be under t h e 
impression t h a t the masses of people 
i n the S t a t e s have moved i n a 
c o n s e r v a t i v e d i r e c t i o n . Of course, 
w i t h i n t h e r u l i n g c l a s s , we are 
w i t n e s s i n g a v e r y dangerous move 
towards the r i g h t . But many people 
ended up v o t i n g f o r Reagan not r e a l l y 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g what t h e e l e c t i o n s were 
a l l about. Many people who voted 
f o r the n u c l e a r f r e e z e r e s o l u t i o n , 
f o r example, a l s o v o t e d f o r Reagan as 
a r e s u l t of the shrewd, demagogic 
approach t h a t was organized by h i s 
s c r i p t w r i t e r s . 

Q: What do you f e e l the s t a t e o f 
b l a c k America i s under the Reagan 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and the s t a t e of 
b l a c k women s p e c i f i c a l l y ? 

A.D.: Black people are s u f f e r i n g 
more than we've s u f f e r e d f o r a l o n g 
ti m e . Unemployment i s much h i g h e r 
than i t was a t the b e g i n n i n g of the 
f i r s t Reagan term when i t was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 14* o f f i c i a l l y . Now i t 
i s over 16%. And, of course, many 
bla c k people have ceased l o o k i n g f o r 
j o b s because o f the f a c t t h a t t h e y 
don't f i n d them, and t h e y 1 r e not 
counted on the unemployment r o l l s . 
Probably about a t h i r d of t h e b l a c k 
p o p u l a t i o n o f w o r k i n g age are 
unemployed. And 50%, 60%, and i n 
some pla c e s , 70* of young b l a c k 
people are unemployed. As a r e s u l t 
of the Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s a t t a c k 
on the c i v i l r i g h t s gains of the l a s t 
s e v e r a l decades, we are w i t n e s s i n g 
an e f f o r t l i t e r a l l y t o t u r n t h e c l o c k 
back. The C i v i l R i g h t s Commission no 
longer f u n c t i o n s as a n y t h i n g o t h e r 
than a Commission t o rubber stamp the 
r a c i s t p o l i c i e s of the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . There's been an 
a t t a c k on a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n . I 
could spend the next hour t a l k i n g 
about the e x t e n t t o which racism has 
been brought t o the f o r e 
by the Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

But I t h i n k what's i m p o r t a n t . 
a l s o , i s t h a t b l a c k people, and b l a c k 
women i n p a r t i c u l a r , are a c t i v e l y 
o r g a n i z i n g , and i f you look a t t h e 
r e a l s p i r i t of the l a s t e l e c t i o n 
campaign i t was the Rainbow C o a l i t i o n 
l e d by Jesse J a c k s o n — w h i c h of course 
brought t o g e t h e r Black people, and 
Chicanos, Puerto Ricans, N a t i v e 
American I n d i a n s , Asians, l a b o u r , 
women, the d i s a b l e d . . . a l l groups i n 
our s o c i e t y who have been h u r t by the 
monopoly a t t a c k spoken f o r by the 
Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
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Q: Some people argue t h a t Black 
Americans don't take you very 
s e r i o u s l y because o f your s p e c i f i c 
Communist a f f i l i a t i o n s and t h a t , 
because o f t h a t , you c o u l d never 
r e p r e s e n t the Black community. 

A.D.: W e l l , I never s e t myself up as 
a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , or as a leader. I 
have been a c t i v e i n the f i g h t f o r 
b l a c k l i b e r a t i o n f o r many years, and 
I became a member of the Communist 
P a r t y p r e c i s e l y as a r e s u l t of the 
work t h a t I was d o i n g i n the black 
community. I know t h a t t h e r e are 
some anti-communist elements i n the 
b l a c k community, p r i m a r i l y i n the so-
c a l l e d b l a c k m i d d l e - c l a s s . But my 
experience i n the years i n which I've 
been t h r u s t by circumstance i n t o 
p u b l i c l i f e has been t h a t b l a c k 
people by and l a r g e have not been 
a f f e c t e d by the anti-communist 
propaganda n e a r l y as much as w h i t e 
people i n the S t a t e s . 

As a m a t t e r of f a c t , d u r i n g the 
l a s t e l e c t i o n campaign i t was 
confirmed t i m e and time again t h a t 
b l a c k people were much more l i k e l y t o 
s i g n the Communist Party's p e t i t i o n s . 
So t h a t w h i l e I wouldn't argue t h a t 
masses of b l a c k people are f l o c k i n g 
t o the Communist P a r t y , I would argue 
t h a t b l a c k people have had a more 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d a t t i t u d e toward the 
anti-communism t h a t emanates from the 
government than o t h e r groups. M a r t i n 
Luther King was l a b e l l e d a communist. 
And so has j u s t about anyone e l s e who 
has attempted t o do a n y t h i n g i n the 
b l a c k community. 
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And, of course, w i t h i n t h e 
Communist P a r t y t h e r e are many 
members who are African-American as 
w e l l . So, those k i n d s o f statements 
u s u a l l y serve the purpose o f 
a t t e m p t i n g t o d i v i d e our s t r u g g l e s 
and I r e a l l y can't take them v e r y s e r i o u s l y . 

Q.: Can you t a l k about t h e Free 
South A f r i c a movement i n the United 
States? 

A.D. : I t ' s a r e a l l y e x c i t i n g 
movement r i g h t now i n the S t a t e s . 
We are w i t n e s s i n g massive a c t i o n s 
a g a i n s t a p a r t h e i d i n South A f r i c a — 
every s i n g l e South A f r i c a n c o n s u l a t e 
i s now b e i n g p i c k e t e d every day, as 
are the A f r i c a n t o u r i s t agencies. I n 
the area where I l i v e longshore 
workers r e f u s e d t o unload s h i p s 
b r i n g i n g cargo from South A f r i c a . I 
t h i n k t h a t aside from c o n f i r m i n g the 
o v e r a l l a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t c h a r a c t e r of 
a c t i v i s m i n the b l a c k community, t h i s 
new movement i s the h a r b i n g e r f o r a 
whole new era of mass s t r u g g l e w i t h i n 
the S t a t e s , d e a l i n g not o n l y w i t h 
what's happening i n South A f r i c a , and 
not o n l y c h a l l e n g i n g the t h r e a t e n e d 
i n v a s i o n of Nicaragua and the 
i n v a s i o n of Grenada, e t c . , but a l s o 
c h a l l e n g i n g f u n d a m e n t a l l y the a n t i -
l a b o u r , the o v e r a l l r a c i s t and s e x i s t 
t h r u s t of the monopoly c o r p o r a t i o n s . 
We're r e a l l y on the verge of an era 
of s t r u g g l e which i s g o i n g t o prevent 
those r e p r e s e n t e d by the Reagan 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n from c a r r y i n g out 
t h e i r p o l i c i e s . 
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Sex, Porn and the State 

Two s t r a n d s of the debate around 
pornography and censorship have taken 
on s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r ne. The f i r s t 
has t o do w i t h d i s c u s s i o n s about 
s e x u a l i t y t h a t have come up i n the 
l a s t few months. The second has t o 
do w i t h the s t a t e and the way we use 
i t . 

I used t o be v e r y ambivalent 
about the o l d dichotomy we employed 
t o t a l k about pornography, i . e . , 
pornography vs. e r o t i c a , because I 
could never f i g u r e out (nor c o u l d 
anyone) what we were t a l k i n g about 
when we t a l k e d about e r o t i c a . I t 
simply doesn't c u r r e n t l y e x i s t i n 
North American c u l t u r e , as a body. 
There are i s o l a t e d e r o t i c instances 
here and t h e r e , but no r e a l mass-
produced e r o t i c a as we have come t o 
understand i t , t h a t i s , i n o p p o s i t i o n 
t o pornography. 

However, I don't b e l i e v e t h a t 
t h a t means t h e r e i s no e r o t i c 
p o t e n t i a l out t h e r e . This i s the 
f e e l i n g t h a t I got r e a d i n g Susan 
Cole's a r t i c l e " S e x u a l i t y and i t s 
D i s c o n t e n t s " (Broadside, A p r i l 
1985). I found myself agreeing w i t h 
almost the e n t i r e a r t i c l e , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r her c r i t i q u e of how we 
c o n t i n u e t o e r o t i c i z e power i n sexual 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n much the same way as 
has been the case i n male/female 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s throughout h i s t o r y . 
I t ' s t r u e t h a t sexual d e s i r e i s not 
as s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d as many of the 
c o n t r i b u t o r s i n Carol Vance's book, 
Pleasure and Danger, and Toronto's 
The Body P o l i t i c , have i m p l i e d . I t 

i s d i s t u r b i n g t h a t Gayle Rubin f e e l s 
the vanguard of sexual l i b e r a t i o n are 
S/M p r a c t i t i o n e r s and pedophiles, 
"when i n f a c t they express one of the 
fundamental elements of p a t r i a r c h a l 
i d e o l o g y — t h e d e s i r e t o dominate." 
(p. 9) . I t i s extremely d i s t u r b i n g 
t h a t BP b e l i e v e s the norms of r a c i a l 

oppression do not a p p l y i n the 
bedroom. We have t o be very c r i t i c a l 
i n t h i n k i n g through our d e s i r e s , and. 
above a l l , we have t o keep w r i t i n g 
and responding t o each o t h e r , 
r e a l i z i n g t h a t t h i s t e r r i t o r y i s so 
uncharted t h a t we cannot a f f o r d t o 
d i s m i s s arguments c a r e l e s s l y . 

But i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o r e t a i n 
a sense of the p o t e n t i a l f o r change. 
Cole seems t o be s a y i n g we cannot 
even a f f o r d t o encourage sex, because 
i t i s a l l of i t p a t r i a r c h a l . We a l l 
have our own personal and p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r i e s of our s t r u g g l e s t o change 
o u r s e l v e s , t o s l o w l y c h i p away ( i t ' s 
a l o n g h a u l ) a t our sexism, racism, 
and homophobia, and we can document 
progress here and t h e r e . S u r e l y i f 
c o n d i t i o n i n g were as i n d e l i b l y 
i n g r a i n e d as a l l t h a t t h e r e wouldn't 
be any p o i n t i n t r y i n g t o change the 
w o r l d . We cannot a f f o r d t o s i d e s t e p 
the issue of our o b l i g a t i o n t o 
s t r u g g l e w i t h our oppressive 
a t t i t u d e s . I t i s t h i s k i n d of 
approach t o s t r u g g l e t h a t I t h i n k 
must be a p p l i e d t o the sexual arena. 

On rte eve of /he conference 
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The movie Taxi Zum Klo. shown 
r e c e n t l y by a committee of gay 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , contained some of the 
most e r o t i c scenes I have ever seen 
i n what I thought was r e a l l y a 
wonderful f i l m . I haven't seen 
very many a l t e r n a t i v e ( o r not 
a l t e r n a t i v e ) e r o t i c f i l m s , so maybe 
I don't know, but what s u r p r i s e d me 
was how many people I found disagreed 
w i t h me. What I l i k e d about the f i l m 
was the l e v e l of f u n and s a f e t y t h a t 
was worked i n t o the whole idea of 
c r u i s i n g , c a s u a l . anonymous and 
adventurous sex ; and what a l o t of 
c a r i n g went on between men d u r i n g 
these encounters. Some would connect 
f o r longer terms than o t h e r s , but 
o v e r a l l t h e r e was a s t r o n g f e e l i n g of 
m u t u a l i t y and t r u s t . 

The c o m p l i c a t i o n s begin when the 
p r o t a g o n i s t becomes i n v o l v e d w i t h one 
of the men he has picked up i n a 
c l o s e , q u a s i - l o n g - t e r m r e l a t i o n s h i p . 
I t i s a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t the 
p r o t a g o n i s t ' s i n s i s t e n c e on h i s 
freedom and h i s subsequent treatment 
of h i s l o v e r become an i s s u e . I s 

the issue monogamy, or i s the issue 
casual sex, or i s the issue simple 
s e n s i t i v i t y ? 

11 does seem t h a t i n the 
s t r u g g l e over pornography and 
censorship the e n t i r e l e f t movement, 
has ceased t o discuss these more sex-
r e l a t e d q u e stions and t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s . I t h i n k t h a t i s 
what Mariana Valverde ( a t a recent 
IWDC seminar on sexual p o l i t i c s ) was 
t a l k i n g about when she framed the 
problem i n terms of needing t o 
develop a "sexual e t h i c s " . I q u i t e 
support t h i s p o s i t i o n , w h i l e a r g u i n g 
t h a t we have t o move towards being 
more s e l f - c r i t i c a l about our sexual 
values and t o what e x t e n t they are 
o b j e c t i v e . Yet we do not work hard 
enough on t h i s issue p a r t l y because 
we wear ourselves out i n o t h e r 
s t r u g g l e s and need t o m a i n t a i n p a r t 
of our l i v e s s t i l l f u l l of c o m f o r t i n g 
f a m i l i a r i t y , so where b e t t e r than i n 
t h a t p a r t of our l i f e t h a t can so 
e a s i l y be kept from p u b l i c view. 

There i s a d i s t u r b i n g t r e n d i n 
the way the opponents of censorship 
t a l k about the s t a t e , almost as i f 
the s t a t e per se were the enemy. 
This i s a l s o e v i d e n t i n the a r t i c l e 
about r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s i n t h i s 
issue of Cayenne. 

But j u s t about every change we 
s t r u g g l e f o r i n v o l v e s the s t a t e i n 
some way. As I went through 
Burstyn's recommendations f o r change, 
I c o u l d n ' t h e l p wondering where a l l 
the e x t e n s i v e resources were going t o 
come from t o set a l l her suggestions 
i n t o motion, i f not from the s t a t e . 
We s t r u g g l e t o make small gains f o r 
s o c i a l s e r v i c e s , o n l y t o s t r u g g l e 
again when they are c u t back. We 
f i g h t f o r increased f u n d i n g f o r 
Canada Council g r a n t s . We s t r u g g l e 
f o r equal pay l e g i s l a t i o n . We f i g h t 
f o r increased f u n d i n g f o r e d u c a t i o n . 
These are demands upon the s t a t e . 
The s t a t e i s not a t o t a l m o n o l i t h ; i t 
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i s an arena f o r c l a s s s t r u g g l e . To 
deny the v e r y r e a l gains we have 
made i s t o b e l i t t l e people 1 s 
h i s t o r i c a l s t r u g g l e s . We would 
s u r e l y n o t deny t h a t the f i r s t equal 
pay l e g i s l a t i o n was p r o g r e s s i v e even 
though i t ended up c r e a t i n g female 
j o b g h e t t o e s . I t could be argued 
t h a t i t c r e a t e d the c o n d i t i o n s t o 
f u r t h e r m o b i l i z e around equal pay f o r 
work of equal value. 

One of the c r i t e r i a we use t o 
decide on demands upon the s t a t e i s 
what i s l i k e l y t o be o b t a i n e d and 
whether t h a t g a i n i s worth the 
s t r u g g l e i n v o l v e d . I n the debate 
over the censor board I t h i n k i t i s a 
f a i r q u e s t i o n whether i t i s e a s i e r 
t o change i t s c r i t e r i a (and i t s 
appointees) or t o get r i d of i t 
a l t o g e t h e r . I t h i n k t h a t the onus i s 
on the advocates of the l a t t e r t o 
address t h i s q u e s t i o n . The o t h e r 
q u e s t i o n , which I w i l l take up i n the 
r e s t of t h i s a r t i c l e , i s which of the 
two o b j e c t i v e s would best serve us 
a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i n e . 

I t I s not a t a l l c l e a r t h a t 
c e n s o r s h i p (whether i t be p r i o r 
c ensorship or a f t e r the f a c t p r e s s i n g 
of charges) i s always r e p r e h e n s i b l e . 
I t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t d u r i n g the 
Zundel case, and a few years ago, 
when the KKK s e t up i n Canada, many 
of us on the l e f t a c t i v e l y advocated 
ce n s o r s h i p . Many d i f f e r e n t e t h n i c 
groups have been s t r u g g l i n g f o r years 
f o r good, enforceable hate l i t e r a t u r e 
l e g i s l a t i o n . There has never been, 
t o my knowledge, any a g o n i z i n g among 
the l e f t over whether such m a t e r i a l 
t r u l y caused harm i n the same way we 
f e e l bound t o do about the 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l e f f e c t s of pornography. 

I t i s t r u e t h a t the parameters 
of pornography are f a r from c l e a r , 
and t h a t we have f a r t o go i n 
d e f i n i n g a h e a l t h y s e x u a l i t y . But 
perhaps we can s t r u g g l e f o r t h i n g s 
t h a t are c l e a r now and i n the 
process l e a r n more about d e f i n i n g 
those parameters. I t h i n k i t i s 
worth l o o k i n g i n t o the p o s s i b l e 
a d a p t a t i o n of hate l i t e r a t u r e 
l e g i s l a t i o n — i t might be p o s s i b l e t o 
organize w i t h o t h e r groups and 
s t r e n g t h e n the laws t h a t p r e s e n t l y 
e x i s t a t the same time. Or perhaps 
as a f i r s t s t e p i n l e g i s l a t i v e change 
we c o u l d focus on the c e n s o r i n g of 
the promotion of p h y s i c a l i n j u r y 
o n l y . Another a l t e r n a t i v e t o look a t 
i s what they have l e g i s l a t e d i n 
Nicaragua, t h a t i s , the p r o h i b i t i o n 
of u s i n g women's bodies i n 
a d v e r t i s i n g . 

This b r i n g s me t o an i m p o r t a n t 
p o i n t . I n Nicaragua, the s t a t e i s 
c o n t r o l l e d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e 
people. I n Canada, the s t a t e i s 
c o n t r o l l e d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of b i g 
business i n t e r e s t s . I t i s c l e a r t h a t 
the enactment of laws i n our c o u n t r y 
can and o f t e n w i l l be used a g a i n s t 
us. I do a p p r e c i a t e t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
arguments put f o r w a r d by Burstyn i n 
her i n t r o d u c t o r y a r t i c l e about how 
laws have b a c k f i r e d on us b e f o r e . 
But I don't know how i t f o l l o w s from 
t h i s t h a t the censor board or a n t i -
hate l i t e r a t u r e l e g i s l a t i o n i s a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e area f o r us. 
And t h e r e may be a l o t t o g a i n i n 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s i n g and education 
i n the process. I t h i n k the use of 
the same laws t o e i t h e r l i b e r a t e or 
repress has more t o do w i t h the 
r e l a t i v e i n f l u e n c e of a movement ( I 
am o n l y r e f e r r i n g now t o s t a t e s t h a t 
are not under popular c o n t r o l ) , than 
w i t h the type of l e g i s l a t i o n . 

T h i s i s not t o say t h a t 
s t r u g g l i n g f o r a l l the o t h e r reforms 
Burstyn suggests i n her book could 

not be c a r r i e d out as w e l l . My o n l y 
o b j e c t i v e here i s t o argue t h a t she 
has not s u f f i c i e n t l y proved t h a t some 
form of p r o g r e s s i v e censorship does 
not belong anywhere on t h e l i s t . 
S u r e l y i t i s not because p r o g r e s s i v e 
censorship i s too i d e a l a g o a l . Her 
l i s t i s so l o n g and comprehensive, i t 
sounds l i k e an agenda f o r a s o c i a l i s t 
r e v o l u t i o n t o me. I s f u l l 
employment, or the d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n 
of p r o s t i t u t i o n , or the "expansion of 
sexual harassment l e g i s l a t i o n t o 
cover the d i s p l a y of o f f e n s i v e 
pornographic m a t e r i a l s i n t h e i r 
workplaces" (reforms Burstyn 
proposes) any more i d e a l i s t i c ? And 
cannot a l l of these reforms a l s o be 
used a g a i n s t us? What makes some 
areas more " a p p r o p r i a t e cases f o r 
l e g a l a c t i o n " than o t h e r s ? Given our 
l i m i t e d resources, what do we need to 
c o n c e n t r a t e on f i r s t , what are s h o r t -
term goals and what are long-term 
g o a l s , what reforms w i l l h e l p us 
s t r e n g t h e n our movements and move on 
t o o t h e r , more r a d i c a l reforms? 

I do not b e l i e v e t h a t censorship 
of pornography i s n e c e s s a r i l y a 
p r i o r i t y , and I disagree w i t h those 
pro-censorship f e m i n i s t s who pose 
pornography or v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women 
as the p r i n c i p l e oppression or 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the oppression of 
women. I am s i m p l y n o t convinced i t 
i s not u s e f u l as one demand among 
many. 

I r a i s e these questions around 
the s t a t e because I f e e l they have 
not been adequately d e a l t w i t h i n the 
arguments a g a i n s t censorship. 

The r e c e n t f l o w e r i n g of a r t i c l e s 
and o t h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the 
d i s c u s s i o n of s e x u a l i t y and the 
s t a t e , and the broad range of 
p e r s p e c t i v e s they r e p r e s e n t , are 
welcome developments i n the l e f t i n 
general and the women's movement i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . I hope my comments 
w i l l provoke more d i s c u s s i o n and 
debate of these two c r i t i c a l i s sues. 

Marie Lorenzo 

A p u b l i c a t i o n we h i g h l y recommend 
t o Cayenne readers i s The 
OptiMSt: a Voice f o r Yukon 
Women. P u b l i s h e d q u a r t e r l y by 
the Yukon S t a t u s of Women, i t 
c o n t a i n s a r t i c l e s c o v e r i n g a 
broad range of l o c a l , n a t i o n a l , 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l issues of 
i n t e r e s t t o women. For an idea 
o f j u s t how broad t h a t range i s , 
c o n s i d e r t h a t i n one i s s u e you 
can f i n d a r t i c l e s about a b o r t i o n , 
n a t i v e c u l t u r e , Guatemala, 
Heather Bishop, women e l e c t r o n i c s 
workers i n U.S.-Mexico border 
c i t i e s , pre-menstrual syndrome, 
b a t t e r e d women, the Charter o f 
r i g h t s , mothers as w o r k i n g women, 
and women i n e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s . 
A l l t h i s and p o e t r y t o o 1 
Wherever you l i v e , even i f i t ' s 
Toronto and you t h i n k Toronto i s 
the b e l l y b u t t o n of t h e u n i v e r s e , 
y o u ' l l f i n d i t a b a r g a i n at f i v e 
d o l l a r s a year! 
The OptiMSt, 
302 S t e e l e St. 
Whitehorse, Yukon. 
Y1A 2C5 
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Churches Support Eaton's 
A s e t t l e m e n t was f i n a l l y reached 

i n t h e Eaton's s t r i k e as Cayenne goes 
t o press. The s t r i k e was going i n t o 
i t s s i x t h month having s u r v i v e d t h e 
long hard w i n t e r through the courage 
and d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the s t r i k e r s , 
most of whom were women, and w i t h the 
h e l p of t h e Eaton's b o y c o t t campaign 
which was supported by an impressive 
l i s t o f women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 
unions. The f i r s t c o n t r a c t of the 
Eaton's workers r e p r e s e n t s a landmark 
i n t h e o r g a n i z i n g of r e t a i l c l e r k s . 
A l though the workers made few 
monetary g a i n s , they now have the 
p r o t e c t i o n of a union c o n t r a c t , 
access t o the grievance procedure, 
and some s e c u r i t y r i g h t s . Eaton's, 
t h e m o n o l i t h , has f i n a l l y cracked 
a f t e r keeping the union o ut f o r 115 
years. 

I n t h e week of the s e t t l e m e n t , 
p u b l i c d i s p l a y s of support were 
extended t o t h e s t r i k e r s from the 
a r t s community and the churches. 
Canadian w r i t e r s and p e r f o r m i n g 
a r t i s t s e n t e r t a i n e d an o v e r f l o w i n g 
crowd of 2700 a t Massey H a l l I n the 
Eaton's B o y c o t t May Extravaganza. 
J u s t days b e f o r e , the S o c i a l A f f a i r s 
Commission o f t h e Council of Canadian 
Bishops and a l s o the U n i t e d Church 
( t o which the Eaton f a m i l y i t s e l f 
belongs) made p u b l i c statements i n 
support of t h e s t r i k e r s . 

Church support f o r s o c i a l change 
can be s i g n i f i c a n t i n s h i f t i n g p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n . Everyone expects unions and 
women's groups t o support a s t r i k e 
such as t h a t a t Eaton's, but few 
expect Canadian church leaders t o 
take such a p o s i t i o n . Whether we 
l i k e i t o r n o t , because of the s o c i a l 
l o c a t i o n of the church i n s o c i e t y . 

i t s s upport g r e a t l y adds t o t h e 
s t r i k e ' s l e g i t i m a c y , so much so t h a t 
i t has bo t h angered and s u r p r i s e d the 
business community. 

Bishop John O'Mara of the 
Canadian Co u n c i l of C a t h o l i c Bishops 
t r i e d t o temper t h e i r statement o f 
support by emphasizing t h a t i t was 
not meant as an a t t a c k on Eaton ' s, 
but r a t h e r " a statement i n support 
o f people's r i g h t s t o form unions and 
or g a n i z e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the r e t a i l 
i n d u s t r y . " Tempering the statement 
d i d n o t assuage t h e anger of the 
business community, which dismissed 
the church l e a d e r s as " f u z z y - t h i n k i n g 
i d e a l i s t s who should s t i c k t o 
r e l i g i o n and leave the r u n n i n g of the 
s e c u l a r w o r l d t o those who know 
b e t t e r . " I t i s w o r t h p o i n t i n g out t o 
the business community t h a t t h e 
churches' growing i n t e r e s t i n s o c i a l 
problems i n Canada i s a d i r e c t 
response t o the s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d and 
i n e f f e c t u a l way t h a t both t h e 
business community and the government 
(t h o s e who supposedly know b e t t e r ) 
have handled these s o c i a l problems. 

A more s t r o n g l y worded a t t a c k on 
th e church support came from the 
Con f e d e r a t i o n o f Church and Business 
People, which was founded i n 1977. 
I t would be f a s c i n a t i n g t o know what 
t h e i r mandate i s . John S u l l i v a n , 
d i r e c t o r of t h i s c o n f e d e r a t i o n and a 
min i n g g e o l o g i s t (which suggests he 
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knows very l i t t l e about the economy) 
had t h i s t o say: "A small group of 
l e f t wing b i s h o p s , l i f t i n g t h e i r 
ideas d i r e c t l y from dear o l d Lenin, 
have made statements i n t h e name of 
the church w i t h a l a c k of h u m i l i t y 
and modesty e s s e n t i a l t o wisdom." 
What evidence, I wonder, of Mr. 
S u l l i v a n ' s h u m i l i t y and wisdom??? 

An Eaton's spokesman d i r e c t l y 
c h a l l e n g e d the U n i t e d Church 
statement: " I t would be i n t e r e s t i n g 
t o s p e c u l a t e how many church members 
support t h i s statement." But the Rt. 
Rev. Robert Smith, Moderator o f the 
Un i t e d Church, responded, "Very few 
w i l l agree, b u t does t h a t mean we 
should remain s i l e n t ? " 

Smith's statement i s a chall e n g e 
t o us as w e l l . What r o l e can we play 
I n encouraging t h e churches t o f o l l o w 
up these p u b l i c statements w i t h 
o r g a n i z i n g and ed u c a t i o n w i t h t h e i r 
membership? For t h e nex t s t r i k e 

(Simpson's perhaps?), should we 
approach t h e churches f o r t h e i r 
s u pport immediately? Should the 
C a t h o l i c Church's p o s i t i o n on 
a b o r t i o n , women p r i e s t s , e t c . , 
d i s c o u n t i t as an a l l y on o t h e r 
s o c i a l issues? I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o 
recognize t h a t t he Church, l i k e a l l 
major s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , i s t h e 
s i t e of competing p o l i t i c a l f a c t i o n s . 
T h i s i s j u s t as t r u e i n Canada as i t 
i s i n L a t i n America. Without p u b l i c 
support f o r the r a d i c a l wing of t h e 
Church, I suggest t h a t they w i l l be 
unable t o s u r v i v e t h e barrage of 
t h e i r own r i g h t wing. Not o n l y do we 
need t h e i r s upport and the l e g i t m a c y 
t h a t they extend t o our s t r u g g l e s , 
but we may a l s o have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t o support them. 

Linda B r i s k i n 

( a l l q u o t a t i o n s from the Toronto 
S t a r , Tuesday, May 7, 1985, p. A15) 

^ — Eaton's Boycott 
P i c t u r e the scene: the stage of 

Massey H a l l was dominated by a 
g i g a n t i c brown shopping bag, f i l l e d 
w i t h t he r e d t u l i p s o f s p r i n g and 
marked b o l d l y "WE DON'T SHOP AT 
EATON'S". The evening was hosted by 
June Callwood, who has a wonderful 
r e l a x e d stage presence, and the 
audience was l i t e r a l l y b u b b l i n g w i t h 
energy and enthusiasm. Perhaps the 
on l y sour note was the sound system. 
At times i t was t e r r i b l e , and no 
apparent e f f o r t was made t o improve 
i t . 

Taborah Johnson, the f i r s t 
e n t e r t a i n e r , used s e l e c t i o n s from the 
p l a y , "For Coloured G i r l s Who Have 
Considered S u i c i d e When the Rainbow 
i s Enuf". She sang of a wedding 
i n v i t a t i o n she re c e i v e d from HIM; she 

'Extravaganza 

was angry: " I t should have been me." 
Her redeeming moment comes when she 
r e a l i z e s g l e e f u l l y , "I'm g l a d i t ' s ' 
not me!" 

In E r i k a R i t t e r ' s s k e t c h 
e n t i t l e d "The S t r i k e r and the 
Statu e " a s t r i k e r engages I n a 
co n v e r s a t i o n w i t h Timothy Eaton 
r e v i v e d . A f t e r watching her f a i l t o 
prev e n t people t c r o s s i n g , t h e p i c k e t l i n e , he suggests her salesmanship i s 
weak. He o f f e r s some h e l p . "We w i l l 
n o t be knowingly underpaid," he r o a r s 
c o n v i n c i n g l y . 

"Heaven w i l l p r o t e c t t h e Working 
G i r l " r e v i v e s o l d women and union 
songs, one of which t e l l s us, " I f 
money t a l k s , i t a i n ' t on speaking 
terms w i t h me..." J a c k i e Burroughs 
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EATON'S BOYCOTT 

M'A ' VI 
EXTRAVAGANZA 
E N T E R T A I N M E N T V A L U E 

presented a v i g n e t t e from Ten Lost 
Years i n which she reminsces about 
w o r k i n g i n the Eaton's t o y department 
a t Christmas and having t o face the 
sad-eyed faces of l i t t l e g i r l s who 
l i n e d up t o s t a r e a t the S h i r l e y 
Temple d o l l s they were too poor t o 
buy. She t e l I s us, " I never knew a 
g i r l who was s o r r y t o leave t h a t 
p lace [ E a t o n ' s ] . . . some even marri e d 
f e l l o w s they d i d n ' t care f o r t o get 
away..." Margaret Atwood shared her 
d i s c o v e r y t h a t Eaton's emerges I n 
her novels always a t the lowest p o i n t 
i n the h e r o i n e ' s l i f e ! 

R i c k S a l u t i n c o n t r i b u t e d a 
moving sketch e n t i t l e d "A Union 
S t o r y " about one u n i o n i s t ' s memory of 
the o r g a n i z e r who helped them. The 
o r g a n i z e r never a c t u a l l y appears, but 

i n those memories a p o w e r f u l p o r t r a i t 
emerges which c h a l l e n g e s t h e o f t -
presented n e g a t i v e image of union 
o r g a n i z e r s . The o r g a n i z e r ' s g i f t t o 
the workers i s h i s d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f 
h i s own power and h i s r e f u s a l t o be 
i n t i m i d a t e d by the company, and by 
ex t e n s i o n h i s b e l i e f i n and 
acceptance of the power o f the 
workers. He he l p s them g et i n touch 
w i t h t h e i r own power ; he does not 
s u b s t i t u t e h i m s e l f f o r them. The 
worker r e m i n i s c e s , "We won t h a t v o t e . 
I t was the f i r s t t i m e i n my whole 
l i f e I f e l t l i k e I had done 
something." And he remembers a l s o 
the o r g a n i z e r ' s words t o him: " I t i s 
always a pl e a s u r e and a p r i v i l e g e t o 
f i g h t beside people who are w i l l i n g 
t o f i g h t f o r themselves." 

As an a v i d watcher of 
Masterpiece Theatre on channel 17 
(sh o u l d I admit t o t h i s ? ) , I have 
wanted t o t e a r my h a i r out when the 
programming i s i n t e r r u p t e d by t h e i r 
f u n d r a i s i n g p i t c h . A man and a 
woman, always w i t h f r e s h l y - s c r u b b e d 
faces and a c o n s i s t e n t awkwardness, 
harangue the viewers f o r what seems 
an endless f i f t e e n o r twenty minutes. 
Non-stop r a s p i n g v o i c e s t e l l us how 
im p o r t a n t we are. We are begged, 
pleaded w i t h , c a j o l e d , encouraged and 
berated i n t o phoning i n a pledge. I 
am sure most pledges are gi v e n i n 
d e s p e r a t i o n , f o r they promise they 
w i l l r e t u r n t o the programming i f 
o n l y t h r e e or t e n more people phone 
i n and pledge. Now what does t h i s 
have t o do w i t h the Eaton's B e n e f i t ? 
The f u n d r a i s i n g p i t c h a t the B e n e f i t 
p a r o d i e d the p a i r . I t was 
d e l i g h t f u l , I loved i t , and i t r a i s e d 
$5000. 

I was on the crew c o l l e c t i n g 
money, so I missed most o f Nancy 
White ' s a c t , b ut n o t her marvellous 
performance as Lady Eaton. She 
f l o a t e d onstage i n a shimmering b l u e 
gown, d r i p p i n g i n j e w e l s and 

p r o t e c t e d by Chuck the S e c u r i t y 
Guard. She crooned, "My l i f e may be 
a bore, b ut I'm g l a d I don't work i n 
Timothy's s t o r e . " 

One of the h i g h p o i n t s of the 
evening was "Voices Prom the Li n e " , 
presented by the Eaton's P a r t - t i m e 
P l a y e r s , a group of a c t o r s who had 
spent a week on the p i c k e t l i n e . My 
notes g i v e o ut a t t h i s p o i n t , b ut I 
remember f e e l i n g t h a t they captured 
i n a moving way some of the d i v e r s i t y 
of p i c k e t l i n e experience. The piece 
was f o l l o w e d by t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
f i v e Eaton's s t r i k e r s . The audience 
gave them a s t a n d i n g o v a t i o n t o 
chants of "Boycott Eaton's". I was 
s u r p r i s e d t h a t none of them a c t u a l l y 
spoke except t o g i v e t h e i r names, and 
i t was an awkward moment. The one 
speech I would have added t o the 
programme was from an Eaton's 
s t r i k e r . 

The evening ended t r i u m p h a n t l y 
w i t h t he Parachute Club, who 
transformed the stage w i t h magic 
l i g h t s and sensuous L o r r a i n e Segato 
g l i d i n g across t h e stage. The whole 
evening and t h e music roused the audience t o dance i n t h e a i s l e s . 

An enormous power i s unleashed 
a t these events. But then the l i g h t s 
come up, i t ' s a l l over, and we go 
home. What i s the s e c r e t , I wonder, 
of m o b i l i z i n g t h a t power i n t o an 
ongoing f o r c e f o r change? 

Linda B r i s k i n 

Strong Women, Strong Unions and Short 
C i r c u i t a r e both p u b l i s h e d by the 
P a r t i c i p a t o r y R e s a r c h Group. They 
a r e a v a i l a b l e a t DEC and the Women's 
Bookstore and a t PRG, 3rd f l o o r , 229 
C o l l e g e S t r e e t . The p r i c e I s $4. 
Dis c o u n t s a v a i l a b l e f o r bulk o r d e r s . 

3 -'nTïtfn 
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Victory for Newfoundland 
Tel Workers 

The 835 women and men of l o c a l 
410 o f t h e Communications Workers of 
Canada went back t o work i n February 
a f t e r w i n n i n g t h e i r seven month 
s t r i k e a g a i n s t Newfoundland 
Telephone. They managed t o achieve 
almost complete v i c t o r y on a l l 14 
p o i n t s , i n c l u d i n g the sexual e q u a l i t y 
issues which were a main f a c t o r i n 
overwhelmingly r e j e c t i n g the 
company's e a r l i e r o f f e r . A f o u r year 
r e t r o a c t i v e c o n t r a c t w i l l b r i n g them 
p a r i t y w i t h the o t h e r A t l a n t i c 
p r o v i n ces by 1986. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
t o note t h a t the c l e r i c a l , c r a f t , and 
o p e r a t o r s u n i t s demanded a common 
e x p i r y d a t e f o r t h e i r agreements, 
a l t h o u g h t h a t meant a longer c o n t r a c t 
f o r t he c r a f t and ope r a t o r s u n i t s . 
The net r e s u l t i s t h a t the 98% female 
c l e r i c a l u n i t has achieved a f i r s t -
ever c o l l e c t i v e agreement worthy o f 
p r i d e . 

See Cayenne issues * 1 and 2 f o r 
d e t a i l s . 

Air Canada — 
What You've Been Missing 

Since A p r i l 28 the 3000 members 
of CALEA (Canadian A i r Line 
Employees 1 A s s o c i a t i o n ) employed by 
A i r Canada have been out on a l e g a l 
s t r i k e . L i k e the Eaton's s t r i k e , t h e 
CALEA walkout has i m p o r t a n t 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r work i n g women i n 
Canada. 

S i x t y - s i x percent of CALEA's 
members are women, work i n g i n one of 
the few s e c t o r s where women get 
reasonable pay and b e n e f i t s . Now 
management wants t o t u r n i t i n t o a 
women's p a r t - t i m e g h e t t o , upping the 
c e i l i n g f o r p a r t - t i m e workers from 20 
t o 40% o f t h e t o t a l w o r k f o r c e . The 
plan i s being ( m i s ) r e p r e s e n t e d by 
management as a boon t o women who 
might want more " f l e x i b l e " hours, 
p a r t - t i m e work, e t c . , i n t h e i r 
c h i l d r e a r i n g y e a r s . T h i s might sound 
benign, but i t w i l l a c t u a l l y reduce 
women's c h o i c e , s i n c e i t w i l l reduce 
the number of f u l l time j o b s 
a v a l l a b l e . Management's o n l y aim i s 
t o maximize p r o f i t ($27 m i l l i o n i n 
1984 and they p r o j e c t $100 m i l l i o n i n 
1985), by s a v i n g money which should 
be p a i d i n b e n e f i t s , and by h i r i n g 
p a r t - t i m e r s t o cover peak hours o n l y 
thus r e d u c i n g the need t o c a r r y 
" e x t r a " f u l l t i m e workers d u r i n g 
l e s s f r a n t i c p e r i o d s . Management 
a l s o wants t o reduce the s t a r t i n g 
wage t o $6.13 (f r o m $7.429) per hour, 
adding an a d d i t i o n a l t h r e e pay l e v e l s 
t o t he bottom of the present n i n e -
l e v e l l e d pay s c a l e . 

An i m p o r t a n t issue f o r the union 
i s t h e r i g h t t o t r a n s f e r from one 
area t o anoth e r , which would be taken 
away i f management gets i t s way. At 
present workers have some choice I n 
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t r a n s f e r r i n g from r e s e r v a t i o n s t o the 
a i r p o r t . Working i n r e s e r v a t i o n s I s 
extremely s t r e s s f u l , s i n c e workers 
are c o n s t a n t l y e l e c t r o n i c a l l y 
monitored f o r p r o d u c t i v i t y — n u m b e r 
of c a l l s , l e n g t h of c a l l s , e t c . I n 
a d d i t i o n they a r e s u b j e c t t o a l l t h e 
oc c u p a t i o n a l hazards o f work i n g w i t h 
video d i s p l a y t e r m i n a l s on an e i g h t 
and-a-half-hour s h i f t w i t h one h a l f -
hour and two f i f t e e n - m i n u t e breaks. 
While t h e r e are no u n i v e r s a l l y 
accepted h e a l t h and s a f e t y standards 
f o r VDT's y e t , most o c c u p a t i o n a l 
h e a l t h workers recommend a maximum 
of f o u r hours d a i l y w i t h t e n minutes 
away from the t e r m i n a l a f t e r each 
twenty minutes. At t h e a i r p o r t , t i m e 
on the t e r m i n a l i s 
o c c a s i o n a l l y i n t e r r u p t e d by o t h e r 
t a s k s ; t h i s does not happen i n 
r e s e r v a t i o n s . 

So what i s management o f f e r i n g 
i n exchange f o r a l l these s a c r i f i c e s 
on the p a r t o f t h e employees? 
" L i f e t i m e j o b s e c u r i t y " , b ut w i t h no 
guarantees i n t h e event of 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l change. Since a i r l i n e s 
are I n t h e f o r e f r o n t of t e c h change 
(we'11 soon be seeing t i c k e t i n g 
machines as u b i q u i t o u s l y as i n s t a n t 
banking m a c h i n e s — t h e y ' l l do 
e v e r y t h i n g b ut c a r r y your bags!) 
t h i s " o f f e r " can o n l y be d e s c r i b e d as 

c y n i c a l . To add i n s u l t t o i n j u r y , 
t h i s " l i f e t i m e j o b s e c u r i t y " i s o n l y 
good f o r t h e d u r a t i o n of the c o n t r a c t 
— l i f e t i m e s e c u r i t y f o r two or t h r e e 
years i s a b a r g a i n a t h a l f t h e p r i c e 1 

Though the s t r i k e i s f a i r l y 
young, workers are a l r e a d y changing 
t h e i r consciousness of labour issues 
and of themselves as workers. This 
i s a union which has n o t l i v e d 
through a s t r i k e i"n t w e l v e years; 
most s t r i k e r s were not even around 
f o r t he l a s t one. (Des p i t e t h e f a c t 
t h a t most members had no p r e v i o u s 
idea of what a s t r i k e i s l i k e , t h e r e 
Was an 85% vote f o r the s t r i k e , and 
75% of the membership v o t e d ) . I t i s 
a w h i t e c o l l a r group which has not 
u n t i l now had a s t r o n g sense of 
s o l i d a r i t y w i t h o t h e r unions. The 
s t r i k e i s a l r e a d y changing t h a t , and 
a b i g reason f o r t h a t i s the s t r o n g 
support CALEA has r e c e i v e d from o t h e r 
unions: l e t t e r c a r r i e r s r e f u s e t o 
cross p i c k e t l i n e s t o d e l i v e r m a i l ; 
t h e Teamsters are r e s p e c t i n g the 
l i n e s and Wells Fargo employees are 
r e f u s i n g t o cross t o d e l i v e r money 
( t h a t must h u r t l ) ; t h e Communications 
Workers of Canada have switched t h e i r 
business t o P a c i f i c Western. And t h e 
Metro L i b r a r y workers who won an 
i m p o r t a n t b ut expensive s t r i k e i n the 
f a l l have donated t o the s t r i k e f u n d . 

On The Fastrack 

F"ThW'& A peo&urt urrH 
EQUIPMENT.' 
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T h i s g r o w i n g sense of a common cause 
w i t h o t h e r workers, and n o t Just 
w h i t e c o l l a r ones. I s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i m p o r t a n t as t h e tim e approaches f o r 
a vot e on a merger w i t h the UAW. I t 
must a l s o be i n s t r u m e n t a l i n 
m a i n t a i n i n g the h i g h morale which i s 
e v i d e n t on t h e p i c k e t l i n e s and a t 
s t r i k e headquarters. 

I t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h a t s o l i ­
d a r i t y w i t h t h i s s t r i k e extend beyond 
the l a b o u r movement and t h a t the 
women's movement m o b i l i z e behind 
CALEA. Un 1 e s s we want t o see one of 
the few i m p o r t a n t employment s e c t o r s 
where women get decent pay and equal 
pay f o r work of equal v a l u e 
t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o another women's 
p a r t - t i m e j o b g h e t t o , we had b e t t e r 
get out i n t o the s t r e e t s and show t h e 
same k i n d of support we d i d f o r 
Eaton's workers. 

C h r i s t i n a H i l l s 

For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , or t o donate 
t o t he s t r i k e f u n d , c o n t a c t CALEA a t : 
6520 V i s c o u n t Road, Mississauga, 
O n t a r i o , L4V 1H3, (416) 678-1551. 

Many thanks t o Anne Heney, Toronto 
D i s t r i c t Chairperson of CALEA f o r so 
h e l p f u l l y p r o v i d i n g background f o r 
t h i s a r t i c l e . 

H e l o i s e ' s Household H i n t o f the 
day: Why not t r y a l i t t l e d i r e c t 
a c t i o n ? C a l l A i r Canada (925¬
2311) and make m u l t i p l e 
r e s e r v a t i o n s ; keep the scab on 
the l i n e as l o n g as p o s s i b l e . 
Let's keep those planes EMPTY 1 

?????? 

CULTURE 

Sister Vision 
S i s t e r V i s i o n i s t h e f i r s t press 

f o r Black women and women of c o l o u r 
t o be e s t a b l i s h e d i n Canada. I t was 
founded i n the summer of 1984 because 
as Black women and women of c o l o u r we 
f e e l s t r o n g l y t h a t more of our works 
must be p u b l i s h e d and read. 

Through S i s t e r V i s i o n we wi 11 
encourage works by women of a l l 
c u l t u r e s , sexual p r e f e r e n c e s and 
cl a s s e s . 

We made a conscious p o l i t i c a l 
d e c i s i o n t o d i s t i n g u i s h between Black 
women and women of c o l o u r . T h i s i s 
an i m p o r t a n t d i s t i n c t i o n because 
Black women have had a p a r t i c u l a r 
h i s t o r i c a l experience i n the w o r l d : 
the experience o f s l a v e r y and i t s 
a f t e r m a t h . While needing t o focus on 
the consequences of t h a t h i s t o r y we 
w i l l n ot be l i m i t e d by i t , and w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o recognize our 
commonalities and share the w r i t i n g s 
of our N a t i v e S i s t e r s , our Asian 
S i s t e r s and o t h e r s who d e f i n e 
themselves as women of c o l o u r . 
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We are a l s o committed t o 

d i s t r i b u t i n g our books t o the general 
Canadian p u b l i c . 

We w i l l focus on f o u r areas. 
Our f i r s t area i s d e d i c a t e d t o 
women's o r a l h i s t o r y . Through t h i s 
medium we w i l l p resent the v i v i d 
words and l i v e s o f o r d i n a r y women 
o f t e n o m i t t e d from t r a d i t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y and contemporary w r i t i n g . 
Our second area i s c r e a t i v e 
w r i t i n g . We w i l l encourage s h o r t 
s t o r y w r i t e r s , n o v e l i s t s and poets. 
Our t h i r d area w i l l focus on 
books f o r c h i l d r e n and young  
people. P u b l i c a t i o n i n t h i s 
i m p o r t a n t area has been 
n e g l i g i b l e . Our f o u r t h area i s t h e o r y 
and r e s e a r c h . We i n t e n d t o 
cha l l e n g e the absence of our voices 
i n Canadian f e m i n i s t t h e o r y and 
research. We w i l l p r o v i d e a forum 
f o r t h e o r e t i c a l works which speak 
t o and analyze the p o l i t i c a l and 
s o c i a l l i v e s o f Black and T h i r d World 
women from a f e m i n i s t p e r s p e c t i v e . 

With your s u p p o r t . S i s t e r V i s i o n 
w i l l be p a r t of a continuum of 
courageous and s p i r i t e d women engaged 
i n c e l e b r a t i n g our s t r e n g t h , our 
d i v e r s i t y , and shaping t h e terms of 
our l i b e r a t i o n . 

Our t r a d i t i o n i n c l u d e s Marie 
Joseph Angélique, a Black Montreal 
s l a v e who launched the f i r s t 
documented a c t o f d e f i a n c e a g a i n s t 
s l a v e r y ; Mary Ann Shadd, t h e f i r s t 
woman e d i t o r i n Canada and p u b l i s h e r 
of one o f Canada's e a r l y Black 
newspapers—the P r o v i n c i a l Freeman— 
i n t he 1850's ; and o t h e r s whose 
voices we have never heard. 

We want to r e f o r g e t h e l i n k s 
between women o f c o l o u r i n Canada and 
i n the Caribbean and T h i r d World 
the w o r l d over. 

Our v i s i o n i s t h a t o f a g l o b a l 
feminism, an i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g and 
weaving of our h i s t o r i e s . 

We are e x c i t e d about S i s t e r 
V i s i o n and welcome d o n a t i o n s , 
manuscripts, and ideas. 

SISTER VISION 
Black Women and Women of Colour Press 
P.O. Box 217 
S t a t i o n E 
Toronto, O n t a r i o 
M6H 4E2 
(416)532-9868 

The Red Berets are l o o k i n g f o r a 
p e r c u s s i o n i s t and/or a g u i t a r i s t . 
We are a group of s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t women who s i n g a t 
demos, r a l 1 i e s , b e n e f i t s , and on 
p i c k e t l i n e s . We are n o t 
"perfo r m e r s " but a c t i v i s t s who 
l i k e t o s i n g and see our music as 
a way o f c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e 
s t r u g g l e s wtych are i m p o r t a n t t o 
us. I f i n t e r e s t e d , please c a l l 
Cathy a t 368-0742. 
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Hot Tips 

Rock ft R o l l C o n f i d e n t i a l i s a Monthly 
n e w s l e t t e r about music, w r i t t e n from 
a p r o g r e s s i v e p o i n t o f view. I t 
covers e v e r y t h i n g from the p o l i t i c s 
and economics of t h e music i n d u s t r y 
t o c r i t i c i s m o f popular music of a l l 
k i n d s , both i n terms of s o c i a l 
c o n t e n t and musical v a l u e . I t ' s 
a l s o a g r e a t source o f t i p s on new 
r e l e a s e s t h a t a r e w o r t h l i s t e n i n g t o 
and o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o s o c i a l 
a c t i v i s t s . I f rock ft r o l l i s n o t 
your t h i n g , don ' t be p u t o f f : they 
a l s o cover new wave, c o u n t r y , j a z z , 
r ft b, even v i d e o s . 
$20 (Canadian) f o r t w e l v e f a s c i n a t i n g 
i s s u e s . 
Duke ft Duchess Ventures, 
Dept. 23, 
BOX 1073, 
Haywood, New Jersey. 07607 

HOT HIRE: a Journal of Women's Music 
and Culture i s j u s t what I t says. I t 
i n c l u d e s not o n l y reviews of women's 
music and o t h e r c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , 
b ut a r t i c l e s on such t h i n g s as the 
t e c h n i c a l aspects o f making a r e c o r d 
or c a s s e t t e and how t o get g i g s i f 
you're an a s p i r i n g p e r f ormer. I t ' s 
a l s o a good place t o f i n d out where 
a l l t h e women's music f e s t i v a l s are. 
Each i s s u e i n c l u d e s a s p e c i a l t r e a t : 
a soundsheet, a f l o p p y d i s c r e c o r d 
w i t h women's music. 
U.S.$14 f o r t h r e e packed issues ( I f 
you're n o t sure i t ' s w o r t h i t , check 
i t o ut a t the Women's Bo o k s t o r e ) . 
HOT WIRE, 
1321 Rosedale, 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s . 60660 

Moonlight Grocery, Connie Kaldor's 
second r e c o r d , w i l l d e l i g h t women who 
l i k e d her f i r s t r e c o r d , and p r o b a b l y 
please even t h e h i t h e r t o 
unconverted. At l e a s t two songs 
c o u l d become s t a p l e s f o r women's 
dances. A v a i l a b l e a t DEC and the 
Women1 s bookstore. 

F e m i n i s t F i t n e s s 1 I f you're bored 
w i t h mainstream pop (pap?) i n your 
f i t n e s s c l a s s e s , o r would l i k e a 
l i t t l e f e m i n i s t c o n t e n t , suggest 
these c u t s t o your f a v o u r i t e 
I n s t r u c t o r : 

"Wanderlust" 
"Caught i n t h e C r o s s f i r e " 

-Connie K a l d o r , M o o n l i g h t Grocery 
"Gym I I " 

-Meg C h r i s t i a n , T u r n i n g I t Over 
"As Soon As I F i n d Hy Shoes" 
" I t Won't Take Long" 

-Ferron, Shadows On A Dime 
"Extra E x e c u t i v e s " 

-Jane S i b e r r y , No Borders Here 
"You Can't Stop t h e G i r l " 

-Linda Thompson, One Clear Moment 
"Unwed F a t h e r s " 

- G a i l Davies, Where I s a Woman t o 
Qo 
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Desperately Seeking Susan 

T h i s f i l m was d e l i g h t f u l . 
U n l i k e most f i l m s I see these days, 
i t made me laugh, and my l a u g h t e r was 
not c u t s h o r t by r i g h t wing p o l i t i c s , 
excessive sexism or unnecessary 
v i o l e n c e . And u n l i k e the new genre 
of women1 s f i l m s which expose the 
grim r e a l i t i e s of women's l i v e s , t h i s 
f i l m appeals t o a f a m i l i a r f a n t a s y , 
e s p e c i a l l y f o r those of us seemingly 
trapped i n t h e r a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l 
w o r l d where we are r e s p o n s i b l e a l l of 
the time and t i r e d most of t h e time. 
The f a n t a s y i s escape, the chance t o 
s t a r t over w i t h a new persona, t o 
make new c h o i c e s , t o l i b e r a t e a 
hedonism where we are not reachable 
by phone or m a i l but o n l y through the 
personal ads. "Desperately seeking 
Susan...meet me a t t e n i n Gramercy 
Park..." 

The f a n t a s y w o r l d of the f i l m 
c o n t a i n s l u s t y and p o w e r f u l Susan, of 
s t r o n g emotions, outrageous costumes, 
a l o t of presumption and bravado and 
not n e c e s s a r i l y h i g h p r i n c i p l e s . She 
l i v e s by scams and has a l i m i t e d 
c o n n ection n o t o n l y t o addresses but 
a l s o t o possessions. The s t o r y i s 
set i n motion when Susan t r a d e s her 
swank j a c k e t decorated w i t h a golden 
pyramid f o r a p a i r of shimmering 
boots. She l u s t e d a f t e r the boots, 
but i n her exchange of one t r e a s u r e d 
possession f o r another we see an 
example of what we might c a l l " s e r i a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m " . She so c l e a r l y 
d e l i g h t s not i n the ownership of her 
possessions but i n her use of them. 

But t h e s t o r y i s r e a l l y about 
Roberta Glass, a r i c h , a t t r a c t i v e 
young housewife whose k i t c h e n 
c o n t a i n s the l a t e s t i n g a d g e t r y — a 
video machine w i t h step-by-step 

i n s t r u c t i o n s by the g r e a t c h e f s — b u t 
whose l i f e i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 
i n t e n s e boredom. She i s a d e d i c a t e d 
reader of the personal columns and so 
s t a r t s t o f o l l o w the f o r t u n e s of 
Susan. Through one s m a l l a c t ,• 
t r i g g e r e d [ by c u r i o s i t y and boredom and m a g n i f i e d by a s e r i e s of sweet 
s e r e n d i p i t y , Roberta steps out of her 
w o r l d i n t o Susan ' s. At times she i s 
Susan, but i n c r e a s i n g l y she f i n d s the 
Susan i n h e r s e l f . This a l l o w s her t o 
r e j e c t her o l d l i f e which was 
dependent on the f a n t a s y w o r l d of the 
personal ads, and the a s s e r t i v e n e s s 
t r a i n i n g books and how-to sex manuals 
she had hidden i n the drawer beside 
her bed. And i t a l l o w s her t o r e j e c t 
her husband, Gary Glass, i n t r e p i d 
s e l l e r of hot t u b s , who r e l a t e d t o 
her as a necessary and l i v i n g 
e x t e n s i o n o f h i m s e l f . 

But Roberta never q u i t e 
transcends b e i n g a v i c t i m and she 
most o f t e n seems a t the mercy of her 
adventures r a t h e r than i n c o n t r o l of 
them. Nonetheless, we l i k e the Susan 
t h a t Roberta becomes b e t t e r than we 
l i k e Susan h e r s e l f . Roberta 
repr e s e n t s o u r s e l v e s t r a n s f o r m e d ; 
Susan i s no more than an e x p r e s s i o n 
of the p o l i t i c s or i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
I n the f i n a l a n a l y s i s t h e i r 
i n t e r c h a n g e a b i l i t y i s o n l y 
s u p e r f i c i a l . 

Nicole Hollander 
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I am not w i t h o u t c r i t i c i s m s of 

the f i l m , e s p e c i a l l y o f one b i t of 
unnecessary homophobia which was 
q u i t e out of c h a r a c t e r . At one p o i n t 
Roberta i s mugged. The p o l i c e p i c k 
her up, don't b e l i e v e her s t o r y , ( n o t 
s u r p r i s i n g ) , and charge her w i t h 
b e i n g a p r o s t i t u t e . Roberta 1 s 
husband i s a p p a l l e d . To make mat t e r s 
worse ( f o r him) h i s n e u r o t i c s i s t e r 
L e s l i e t e l l s him t h a t most 
p r o s t i t u t e s are l e s b i a n s . When he 
c o n f r o n t s Roberta, she responds t h a t 
she i s n e i t h e r p r o s t i t u t e or l e s b i a n . 
However, I would have l i k e d her t o 
respond "Well, maybe I could be a 
l e s b i a n " , w i t h the same a i r of 
e x p l o r a t i o n t h a t she has t r e a t e d a 
v a r i e t y of o t h e r experiences. 

F i n a l l y , b u t , I must admit, o n l y 
i n r e t r o s p e c t , I had t r o u b l e w i t h t h e 
ending. I hate reviews t h a t g i v e 
away t h e ending, but t h i s one i s 
e n t i r e l y p r e d i c t a b l e . Roberta leaves 
her u p t i g h t c o n v e n t i o n a l husband f o r 
the u t t e r l y more a t t r a c t i v e movie 
p r o j e c t i o n i s t named Des. When Des 
f i n a l l y accepts t h a t she i s not Susan 
he asks her name. With a boldness 
u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the o l d Roberta 
Glass, she t e l l s him, and the movie 
ends w i t h a k i s s . Although i t 
appears t h a t Roberta f inds a place 
w i t h Des i n what we t h i n k of as 
Susan's w o r l d , i t i s e n t i r e l y u n c l e a r 
t h a t i t i s Roberta he loves. For he 
has always thought t h a t Roberta was 
Susan, the hoyden he had heard so 
much about, and indeed he has 
understood a l l of Roberta's a c t i o n s 
i n the l i g h t of h i s e x p e c t a t i o n s 
about Susan. What he w i l l f e e l about 
Roberta remains t o be seen. As t h e 
ending stands I have a sneaking 
s u s p i c i o n t h a t a l i t t l e time i n t o the 
f u t u r e Roberta Glass, homemaker and 
dreamer, w i l l be r e d e c o r a t i n g Des' 
grubby a p a r t m e n t — a b o u t which her 
f i r s t comment had been "What good 
l i g h t ! " 

A more c h a l l e n g i n g ending would 
have l e f t Roberta on her own, w i t h o u t 
a man, eager t o engage i n and w i t h 
the w o r l d . My d i s l i k e o f the ending 
i s p a r t of my p e r e n n i a l d i s c o m f o r t 
w i t h romance and happy endings about 
which I can a r t i c u l a t e the 
p o l i t i c a l l y c o r r e c t a n a l y s i s . 
However, I am l e f t w i t h a q u e s t i o n : 
what does s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t romance 
look l i k e ? I s i t by d e f i n i t i o n a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n I n terms? Any thoughts 
out t h e r e ? 

Linda B r i s k i n 

I 

Princess Di: The National Dish 
The Making of a Media S t a r 
Diana Simmonds 
P l u t o Press: London, 1984 
112 pp., $6.95. 

When I f i r s t saw t h i s book, I 
t h o u g h t , oh no, more on Lady D i ! 
What i s P l u t o Press doing p u b l i s h i n g 
t h i s k i n d of junk? The f a c t t h a t i t 
was w r i t t e n by a j o u r n a l i s t o n l y made 
me more s u s p i c i o u s . 

Yet i t t u r n s out t h a t P r incess 
DI i s a r e a l l y good read. Funny, 
s a r c a s t i c , g ossipy, chock f u l l of 
i n f o r m a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s i s , 
Diana Simmonds has w r i t t e n an easy-
t o - r e a d look a t "the making of a 
[ r o y a l ] media s t a r . " 
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S t a r t i n g from a sound grounding 

i n t h e h i s t o r y of the modern monarchy 
(which she c l e v e r l y breezes through 
i n the f i r s t c h a p t e r of the book), 
Simmonds l i g h t h e a r t e d l y compares 
England's r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the r o y a l t y 
t o America's r e l a t i o n s h i p to 
Hollywood movie s t a r s . I n t e r - r e l a t e d 
i s the phenomenon of a s u r v i v i n g 
r o y a l house i n an age where most 
European monarchies have succumbed. 
The f a c t t h a t the B r i t i s h monarchy 
has s u r v i v e d the modern age w i t h i t s 
a c c e l e r a t i n g upheavals means t h a t i t 
w i l l always have much more p r e s t i g e 
and s t a t u s than any Hollywood movie 
s t a r , p r e c i s e l y because i t is 
enduring. Movie s t a r s t a t u s i s 
something anyone, i n t h e o r y , can 

o b t a i n , and j u s t as e a s i l y l o s e , but 
i f you're r o y a l t y , i t ' s f o r e v e r . 

Simmonds v i v i d l y i l l u s t r a t e s the 
i d e o l o g i c a l r o l e of t h e B r i t i s h 
monarchy i n t h i s h i g h ­
t e c h / telecommunications age. The 
media i s a s s i d u o u s l y a p p l i e d t o keep 
r o y a l r i t u a l s and extravaganzas a l i v e 
and k i c k i n g i n the p u b l i c ' s mind, i f 
not a c t u a l l y o r c h e s t r a t i n g them. The 
r e s u l t i s what i s now known as a 
media event. I t i s r e a l l y the 
use of r o y a l media events i n 
c o n t r o l l i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n t h a t forms 
t h e core of Simmonds1 expose. 
Media events such as The Royal 
Wedding, the S i l v e r J u b i l e e , e t c . 
t h a t have tremendous mass impact, 
g e n e r a l l y serve the r u l i n g c l a s s very 

w e l l , i f not t o t a k e the minds of the 
B r i t i s h populace o f f unemployment, 
r i s i n g p r i c e s , hunger, misery 
and/or g h e t t o r i o t s , a t the v e r y 
l e a s t t o r e i n f o r c e the i n v i o l a b i l i t y 
of a p y r a m i d - s t r u c t u r e d s o c i e t y . 

Enter Lady D i . She i s the 
p e r f e c t model f o r the m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
of the monarchy's media image, 
combining the best of the Hollywood 
movie s t a r w i t h the s o l i d i t y and 
i n h e r e n t r e s p e c t a b i l i t y of r o y a l t y . 
She a l s o becomes a model of the 
i d e a l young woman of our times. The 
d e s c r i p t i o n of how Diana Spencer, 
shy, young schoolteacher, i s taken i n 
hand and transformed i n t o Lady D i , 
f a s h i o n queen, by B r i t a i n ' s top 
d e s i g n e r s , d i e t i c i a n s , and r o y a l 
t r e n d - s e t t e r s i s b o n e - c h i l l i n g t o say 
the l e a s t . Simmonds exposes the 
r a t h e r i n s i d i o u s r o l e of t h e media 
i n h e l p i n g t o t u r n out a product t h a t 
everyone can l o v e : the f a i r y t a l e 
p r i n c e s s of the modern age. 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , Simmonds shows 
what d e v a s t a t i n g i m p l i c a t i o n s the 
Lady Di p r o j e c t has f o r the 
i d e o l o g i c a l p o r t r a y a l of women. 
She ends her v e r y e n t e r t a i n i n g book 
w i t h t h i s s u c c i n c t summary: 

...the dominant look and i d e a l 
i s t h a t which Diana has adopted 
and had t o t a l success I n 
a c h i e v i n g . ... I t i s a myth as 
monstrous as t h a t of the V i r g i n 
Mother, and, l i k e t h i s a n c i e n t 
z e n i t h of female a t t a i n m e n t , i t 
imposes a psychic burden which 
r e q u i r e s a monstrous e f f o r t t o 
s h i f t . . . . Diana Spencer, 
a r i s t o c r a t , o r d i n a r y g i r l and 
s c h o l a s t i c f a i l u r e , has 
achieved the i m p o s s i b l e s t a t u s -
-not o n l y of F a i r y P r i n c e s s and 
V i r g i n Mother, but a l s o the 
magical Size Ten. She i s the 
d i s a s t r o u s h e r o i n e o f the 
e i g h t i e s . ( p . 108) . , 

Mane Lorenzo 
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Fèminism in Northern Ireland 
I n her book, The Armagh Women, 

I r i s h f e m i n i s t and j o u r n a l i s t N e l l 
M c C a f f e r t y d e c l a r e d t h a t " t h e 
s i t u a t i o n of women i n Nort h e r n 
I r e l a n d i s f i n a l l y a t t r a c t i n g more 
than symbolic a t t e n t i o n . " However, 
North America's "mainstream" media 
c o n t i n u e t o focus on t h e a c t i v i t i e s 
o f the Nort h e r n I r i s h men and boys 
who have grown up i n an atmosphere of 
v i o l e n c e , and t o see women as non-
p a r t i c i p a n t s or passive v i c t i m s o f 
the ongoing s t r u g g l e s w i t h i n the 
s t a t e . Such an e v a l u a t i o n ignores 
the a c t i v i t i e s of Northern I r i s h 
w o m e n — a c t i v i t i e s undertaken t o 
counter the e f f e c t s of l i v i n g w i t h i n 
a " s o c i a l l y d e p r i v e d , w a r - t o r n , 
r i g i d l y p a t r i a r c h a l s o c i e t y " 
( M c C a f f e r t y , The Armagh Women). I t 
a l s o misleads N o r t h American 
f e m i n i s t s i n t o b e l i e v i n g t h a t s i n c e 
these women seem t o be absent from 
p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l a c t i o n , any s o r t 
of f e m i n i s t movement, consciousness, 
or awareness of feminism i s non­
e x i s t e n t i n Northern I r e l a n d . 

C e r t a i n l y the o v e r a l l p o s i t i o n 
of women t h e r e cannot be de s c r i b e d as 
e n v i a b l e . N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , a p a r t 
from i t s c o n t i n u i n g c i v i l war, has 
h i g h unemployment r a t e s , some of the 
worst housing i n Western Europe, 
a b s o l u t e l y no s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d 
c h i l d c a r e , and 35 per cent of 
f a m i l i e s e x i s t i n g below the p o v e r t y 
l i n e . 

However, women have not become h e l p l e s s v i c t i m s o f t h e i r 
environment b ut have banded t o g e t h e r 
i n c o - o p e r a t i v e e f f o r t s t o p r o v i d e 
each o t h e r w i t h goods and s e r v i c e s 
which l o c a l and s t a t e governments 
cannot, or w i l l n o t , p r o v i d e . They 
have a l s o been a c t i v e i n t h e 
f o r m a t i o n and l e a d e r s h i p of t e n a n t s ' 

groups which have p u b l i c i z e d the 
steady d e t e r i o r a t i o n of N o r t h e r n 
I r i s h housing, and have f o r c e d l o c a l 
governments t o a c t upon t h i s i s s u e . 

Women's a c t i v i s m has emerged 
over fundamental s o c i a l issues such 
as housing and c h i l d c a r e , and t h e i r 
involvement i n the f e m i n i s t movement 
has been of a g r a s s r o o t s n a t u r e . The 
R e l a t i v e s ' A c t i o n Committee, a group 
formed by women whose f a m i l y members 
had been imprisoned by the B r i t i s h 
f o r a l l e g e d Republican a c t i v i t i e s , 
seems t o have ac t e d as a c a t a l y s t i n 
drawing some women c l o s e r t o 
feminism. 

From a p r e v i o u s p r e o c c u p a t i o n 
w i t h B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m and 
opp r e s s i o n , many of the women 
i n v o l v e d w i t h t h i s group have gone on 
t o become aware of o t h e r forms of 
opp r e s s i o n , and have p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
a n t i - r a p e marches and forums d e a l i n g 
w i t h w i f e abuse i n Nort h e r n I r i s h 
s o c i e t y . 

Derry Women's A i d i s a s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n which 
e s t a b l i s h e d a s h e l t e r f o r women i n 
t h a t c i t y . The group has been 
re p r e s e n t e d by Cathy H a r k i n , whose 
November 1980 a r t i c l e i n Spare Rib, 
a r g u i n g f o r t h e s e p a r a t i o n of 
f e m i n i s t s from t h e Republican 
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movement, sparked an impassioned 
debate between f e m i n i s t s such as 
Harki n and those connected w i t h the 
group Women A g a i n s t I m p e r i a l i s m . 

WAI, which has act e d as a 
support group f o r women i n Derry and 
B e l f a s t , b e l i e v e s t h a t l i b e r a t i o n 
from p a t r i a r c h a l oppression i n 
North e r n I r i s h s o c i e t y cannot be 
separated f r o m l i b e r a t i o n from 
B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s t o p p r e s s i o n , and 
t h a t f e m i n i s t s must s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 
bot h . Although aware o f the 
p o t e n t i a l f o r c o - o p t a t i o n and 
e x p l o i t a t i o n by male Republicans, WAI 
members advocate w o r k i n g a l o n g s i d e 
the n a t i o n a l i s t movement i n o r d e r t o 
achieve s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 
o b j e c t i v e s . 

Perhaps the most c o n t e n t i o u s 
issue among I r i s h and Nort h e r n I r i s h 
f e m i n i s t s i s women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
the Republican movement. Both the 
IRA and Sinn Fein have been seen as 
p a t r i a r c h a l , m i l i t a r i s t i c , and 
h i e r a r c h i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h i n 
which women have been oppressed, 
t h e i r concerns d i s r e g a r d e d , and t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s devalued. C e r t a i n l y 
t h i s was t r u e i n the p a s t , and s t i l l 
t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t today. However, 
changes have been o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n 
the n a t i o n a l i s t movement; pressure 
from e x t e r n a l f e m i n i s t groups and 
from women w i t h i n the IRA and Sinn 
F e i n has l e d t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
a Women's A f f a i r s Department i n Sinn 
F e i n , separate women's caucuses a t 
the p a r t y ' s annual c o n v e n t i o n , and 
the p a r t y ' s f o r m a l espousal of 
s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d c h i l d c a r e , d i v o r c e , 
and c o n t r a c e p t i o n . 

Sinn Fein has a l s o l e d an a c t i v e 
and v o c a l campaign a g a i n s t the 
B r i t i s h t a c t i c of s t r i p - s e a r c h i n g 
female Republican p r i s o n e r s — a 
campaign which focusses on the 
f e e l i n g s o f p s y c h o l o g i c a l and 
p h y s i c a l a s s a u l t experienced by women 
who have been s t r i p - s e a r c h e d and 
t h e i r f e e l i n g s t h a t s p e c i f i c 
harassment i s d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t them 
as women. Former female p r i s o n e r s 
have been prominent i n t h i s campaign, 
p u b l i c l y d i s c u s s i n g t h e i r f e e l i n g s 
and demanding an end t o the 
searches. 

Women i n v o l v e d w i t h both Sinn 
Fein and the IRA have been accused of 
being dupes of men and of r e j e c t i n g 
feminism f o r n a t i o n a l i s m . I n t e r v i e w s 
w i t h these women i n both Republican 
and f e m i n i s t p u b l i c a t i o n s i n d i c a t e 
t h a t t h e i r s i t u a t i o n i s f a r more 
complex than t h i s - f o r some women i n 
the n a t i o n a l i s t movement, a 
commitment t o both feminism and 
Republican s o c i a l i s m i s necessary i n 
the s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n . Of 
course, such a commitment i s 
pr o b l e m a t i c and a t times might 
i n v o l v e a p a i n f u l c h o i c e of 
p r i o r i t i e s , b ut f o r these women, 
women's issues cannot be viewed 
s e p a r a t e l y from the d e m o l i t i o n of 
t h e i r homes by B r i t i s h t r o o p s . With 
t h i s commitment comes the r e a l i z a t i o n 
t h a t sexism w i t h i n the n a t i o n a l i s t 
movement must be d e a l t w i t h now, i n 
order t o work f o r ( I n the words of 
two women i n the IRA) "a democratic 
s o c i a l i s t r e p u b l i c where men and 
women are equal . " 
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To s t a t e t h a t a l l Northern I r i s h 

women are f e m i n i s t s and are a c t i v e 
s o c i a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y would be 
j u s t as m i s l e a d i n g as the popular 
media s t e r e o t y p e . Yet, as f e m i n i s t s , 
we should look beyond the popular 
images of women and a p p r e c i a t e the 
r e a l i t y of these women's e f f o r t s t o 
change and c o n t r o l t h e i r l i v e s ; we 
a l s o should attempt t o understand the 
c o m p l e x i t i e s of the s i t u a t i o n f a c i n g 
N o r t h e r n I r i s h women, and support 
t h e i r e f f o r t s t o analyze and combat 
t h e i r s p e c i f i c o ppression. 

C e c i l i a Morgan 
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Cayenne readers can support women 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s i n N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d by w r i t i n g t o the Stop 
the Armagh Strip - S e a r c h e s 
Campaign a t : P.O. Box 596, 
S t a t i o n U, Toronto, O n t a r i o , 
M8Z 5Y9 or phone (416) 698-2493. 

Focus on El Salvador 
T h i s i s s u e , WISCA focusses on E l 

Salvador. Brenda Lee i n t e r v i e w s 
A l i s o n Acker, a l o n g - t i m e a c t i v i s t i n 
the s o l i d a r i t y community who r e c e n t l y 
spent f o u r months i n C e n t r a l America 
d o i n g r e s e a r c h f o r an upcoming book 
on c h i l d r e n i n the r e g i o n ; s i n c e t h e 
i n t e r v i e w covers t h e s i t u a t i o n s i n 
s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s i n the area, we 
have exce r p t e d t h a t p a r t of i t 
r e l a t i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y t o E l Salvador. 
Ann I r w i n r e p o r t s on a meeting w i t h a 
Salvadoran d o c t o r who r e c e n t l y 
v i s i t e d Toronto on a f u n d r a i s i n g 
t o u r . We a l s o i n c l u d e a poem by 
D e i f y Gochez Fernandez. 

A Visit to El Salvador 
WISCA: Whom d i d you speak w i t h i n El 
Salvador? 

A l i s o n Acker: I v i s i t e d some 
s c h o o l s — o n e b u i l d i n g was i n such 
poor shape t h a t t h e teacher had t o 
c a r r y an u m b r e l l a when i t r a i n e d l I 
set up a c l a n d e s t i n e meeting w i t h 
s t u d e n t s and t a l k e d t o many of the 
market k i d s . One e i g h t - y e a r - o l d 
refugee c h i l d I spoke w i t h was very 
d i s t u r b e d : he had been l i v i n g i n the 
basement of a church f o r the past 
f o u r years. The c h i l d r e n o n l y went 
out f o r about one hour each day. I 
a l s o i n t e r v i e w e d a beauty queen I n E l 
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Salvador, Miss C e n t r a l America; I 
wanted t o I n t e r v i e w r i c h c h i l d r e n as 
w e l l as poor. I t t u r n e d out her 
f a t h e r was head of a pharmaceutical 
company and she was the v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t ; they were s e l l i n g a s p i r i n 
a t twenty cents per t a b l e t . She went 
t o work i n an armoured car; she had 
s i x horses, and what a shame, they 
had t o plough up t h e p o l o f i e l d ! She 
worked f o r the ARENA campaign f o r 
Roberto D'Aubuisson and thought the 
C h r i s t i a n Democrats were communists. 
She d i d n ' t bad-mouth the peasants, 
but her p o i n t o f view was t h a t the 
o n l y way t o make t h e c o u n t r y r i c h was 
t o make t h e r i c h people r i c h e r . 
T o t a l l y out of t o u c h ! She s a i d t h a t 
t h e i r company had a marvellous 
f a c t o r y and t h a t most of t h e people 
i n charge were women. She s a i d she 
d i d n ' t have problems w i t h the women. 

Of course t h e r e ' s no union t h e r e . 
She s a i d t h a t t h e r e was no need f o r a 
union s i n c e they were j u s t one "happy 
f a m i l y . " 

I a l s o spoke w i t h a s i x t e e n -
y e a r - o l d g i r l who wanted t o be a 
d o c t o r and a dancer. She was poor, 
and she and a group of c h i l d r e n were 
p u t t i n g on f o l k dances i n a t h e a t r e . 
I t was v e r y n i c e but t h e r e was no 
government support and t h e y organized 
i t a l l w i t h t h e i r own money. There 
i s no chance f o r a poor c h i l d t o 
become a d o c t o r or have a career i n 
th e a r t s . 

Then I went t o Chalatenango and 
i n t e r v i e w e d a young man who had been 
i n the FMLN sin c e the age of 
f o u r t e e n . His companera had been 
k i l l e d j u s t two months b e f o r e . He 
s a i d t h a t r e a l i s t i c a l l y he c o u l d n ' t 
see an end t o t h e c i v i l war f o r t e n 
more years, and t h a t f o r now he was 
j u s t t r y i n g t o s u r v i v e and f i g h t the 
m i l i t a r y . There i s immense support 
f o r the g u e r r i l l a s . There's a bus 
t h a t t r a v e l s t o La Palma, a zone 
c o n t r o l l e d by t h e FMLN: on t h e f i r s t 
h a l f of the t r i p we saw o n l y 
government s o l d i e r s and then the bus 
stopped and a g u e r r i l l a stepped on 
and s a i d , "Good morning everybody, I 
b r i n g you g r e e t i n g s from Radio 
Venceremos." Then he passed a h a t 
and everybody on t h e bus gave money. 
I spoke t o many people and t h e r e was 
g r e a t support f o r the g u e r r i l l a s . 
Even the l o c a l p r i e s t i n La Palma 
s a i d he now had more people coming t o 
church! 

WISCA: What i s the group, " F a m i l i e s 
of the Disappeared" d o i n g now? 

AA: I t h i n k t h e y ' r e a b s o l u t e l y 
e x c e l l e n t , q u i t e p r o f e s s i o n a l . When 
the d i a l o g u e between t h e government 
and t h e FMLN-FDR occ u r r e d a t Ayaguela 
and La Palma, they got up t h e r e 
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o v e r n i g h t and put on a r e a l show f o r 
a l l t he f o r e i g n j o u r n a l i s t s so t h a t 
they c o u l d p u b l i c i z e t h e i r e f f o r t s . 
I'm impressed w i t h t h e i r i n t e l l i g e n c e 
and courage. Many are ve r y humble 
women and t h e r e are a l s o f a t h e r s who 
have l o s t c h i l d r e n . They a r e ve r y 
c r e a t i v e i n t h e i r a c t i o n s , whether 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g i n f r o n t of the U.S. 
Embassy, knowing whom t o speak t o , or 
d e c i d i n g what e x a c t l y t o do next. I 
t h i n k t h e y ' r e a very i m p o r t a n t f o r c e ; 
I'm n ot sure of the exact numbers, 
but I b e l i e v e t h a t a t l e a s t 50,000 
have been k i l l e d and 5,000 
disappeared i n E l Salvador. I t ' s 
hard t o keep t r a c k because t h e 
government s o l d i e r s wipe out e n t i r e 
v i l l a g e s . I t ' s hard t o know why 
these people are k i l l e d . A l o t of 
the k i l l i n g s occur i n the c o u n t r y . 
I t ' s d i f f i c u l t t o get f i g u r e s o f the 
exact number of persons k i l l e d o r 
mis s i n g . 

WISCA: And you spent some time i n a 
c o n t r o l l e d zone... 

AA: Yes, I was i n La Palma f o r t h r e e 
days. I met a wonde r f u l woman who 
had an aw f u l pink-and-white dog she 
c a l l e d "Gringo" - she s a i d she hoped 
I wouldn't be off e n d e d 1 I n gener a l 
t h e r e seemed t o be more work i n the 
l i b e r a t e d zone; t h e y had r e g u l a r 
t r a d e w i t h the c a p i t a l , which 
s u r p r i s e d me. La Palma i s an area 
where they produce a l o t of f o l k 
c a r v i n g s , and even though i t ' s under 
the c o n t r o l of the FMLN-FDR, they 
s t i l l m a i n t a i n t h a t t r a d e , which 
began t e n or twenty years ago. Most 
of these c a r v i n g s a r e s t i l l s o l d i n 
the c a p i t a l . A l l the s t o r e s i n La 
Palma were f u l l . I had expected the 
l i b e r a t e d zone t o be more undercover, 
but the FMLN-FDR n e g o t i a t e d wages f o r 
c o f f e e - p i c k e r s and farmworkers. So 
i n a way the government t a c i t l y 

admits t h a t one t h i r d o f the c o u n t r y 
i s c o n t r o l l e d by the g u e r r i l l a s . One 
t h i r d i s c o m p l e t e l y c o n t r o l l e d by the 
army and the re m a i n i n g t h i r d i s s t i l l 
i n d i s p u t e . The major problem i s 
t h a t t h e r i c h l a n d i s s t i l l owned by 
the government. 

WISCA: Were you a b l e t o compare 
c o n d i t i o n s i n La Palma w i t h those 
o u t s i d e the l i b e r a t e d zones? 

AA: I went t o the government-run 
C h i l d r e n 1 s H o s p i t a l i n San Salvador, 
supposedly one of t h e best c h i l d r e n ' s 
h o s p i t a l s i n C e n t r a l America. I was 
amazed a t the m a l n u t r i t i o n I saw. I 
g o t my camera out and t h e woman i n 
charge s u r p r i s e d me w i t h her 
outspokenness. She s a i d , "Sure, come 
i n . I want you t o take p i c t u r e s of 
t h i s t o show t h e w o r l d how i t i s 
here!" She was so angry; she t o l d me 
t h a t every year t h e r e ' s more 
m a l n u t r i t i o n . She showed me an 
extr e m e l y malnourished t w e l v e - y e a r -
o l d g i r l whose f a t h e r r a i s e d chickens 
but had t o s e l l them; he owed a l l h i s 
corn even b e f o r e i t was h a r v e s t e d — h e 
was c o m p l e t e l y i n debt and c o u l d n ' t 
feed h i s c h i l d r e n even though he grew 
food . I was shown t h i s y e l low 
cornmeal which the U.S. had sent as 
food a i d : i t was r e a l l y c a t t l e feed 
and the c h i l d r e n c o u l d n ' t d i g e s t i t . 
The woman s a i d , "This i s supposed t o 
be the best c h i l d r e n ' s h o s p i t a l i n 
C e n t r a l America, and j u s t l o o k a t 
i t ! " 
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I S H A L L W I L L I N G L Y D I E 

they are going to kill me. 
when? 
Tve no idea . . . 
what Tm sure of is that Til die 
so; assassinated by the enemy 

since I want to go on fighting 
Til always be fighting to die in this way. 

since I want to die with the people 
HI never be parted from them, 
since our cry is the one which will count 
I must always shout it out loud 

since the future and history are on our side 

Til never stray from the path 

since I wish to be a revolutionary 
this will be the starting point 
for all my opinions and aspirations 

I shall never be afraid 
all that I do 
must be a blow against the enemy 
in which ever form it takes. 

I will always be active. 

one thing is certain; 
they are going to kill me. 
and my blood shall water our land 

and the flowers offreedom shall grow 
and the future shall open its arms 
in a warm embrace full of love 
and shelter us at her breast, our mother 
our homeland 
will laugh happily to be once again 
with her children. 

with her people 
with the child. . . who yesterday 
cried for a piece of bread 
and today 
grows like a river 
with the mother who was slowly dying 
and now lives yesterday's faraway dream 

with the eternal freedom fighter 
whose blood 
fed the day 
that was sure to come 

yes, I shall die willingly, full of love, 
I want to die in the way most natural 
to these times 
and in my country, 
assassinated by the enemies of 
my people. 

by Deify Gochez Fernandez 
Santa Tecia, E l Salvador 

Salvadoran Health Workers Tour 

V i o l e t a Delgado, a Salvadoran 
d o c t o r , was i n Toronto I n March t o 
r a i s e funds and t a l k about her work 
i n C0PR0SAL, an a s s o c i a t i o n of 
d o c t o r s , nurses, and o t h e r h e a l t h 
workers w o r k i n g s o l e l y I n t h e areas 
of E l Salvador under the c o n t r o l o f 
the FMLN-FDR. 

COPROSAL was organi z e d by 
medical s t u d e n t s i n response t o the 
war i n E l Salvador. There i s an 
e s t a b l i s h e d medical a s s o c i a t i o n i n 
the c o u n t r y , b ut j u s t as i n Canada, 
i t i s p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e . 
I n i t i a l l y t he goals of these medical 
s t u d e n t s were : t o d e c l a r e h o s p i t a l s 
n e u t r a l t e r r i t o r y ; t o p r o t e c t 
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themselves through t h e i r u n i t y (two 
hundred d o c t o r s have been k i l l e d i n 
El Salvador s i n c e 1980) ; t o b r i n g 
medical care t o the o u t e r reaches of 
El Salvador; and t o a t t e n d t o i n j u r e d 
g u e r r i l l a s who co u l d not go t o 
h o s p i t a l s f o r f e a r of being r e p o r t e d 
t o t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . 

One aspect of t h e i r work i s the 
t r a i n i n g of peasants i n basic medical 
techniques and o r g a n i z i n g them i n 
l o c a l h e a l t h b r i g a d e s . This work i s 
of p a r t i c u l a r importance i n areas 
where t h e r e are no d o c t o r s . V i o l e t a 
spoke of the i n c r e d i b l e e x t e n t t o 
which people are committed t o and 
i n v o l v e d i n t h i s p r o j e c t . 

Another focus of COPROSAL's work 
i s t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t of h e a l t h 
c l i n i c s . The purpose of these 
c l i n i c s i s not o n l y c u r a t i v e ; 
e d u c a t i o n a l work i s a l s o bei n g done 
i n o r der t o h e l p prevent disease. 
The needs of women and c h i l d r e n are 
of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n t h i s 
program. Three areas she s t r e s s e d 
are n u t r i t i o n , p r e n a t a l care, and the 
t r a u m a t i c e f f e c t s of war on 
c h i l d r e n . 

There are many ways i n which the 
e x p l o i t a t i o n of women i n El Salvador 
i s m a n i f e s t . They a r e pa i d l e s s than 
men f o r p e r f o r m i n g the same or 
s i m i l a r work. There i s a h i g h r a t e 
of i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y and a h i g h r a t e 
of m o r t a l i t y due t o botched 
a b o r t i o n s . And t h e r e i s a ve r y h i g h 
r a t e of p r o s t i t u t i o n . C0PR0SAL i s 
add r e s s i n g the s p e c i f i c h e a l t h 
concerns of women, w h i l e a t the same 
time h e l p i n g people organize 
themselves t o deal w i t h t h e i r 
problems and change the c o n d i t i o n s 
which b r i n g them about. 

Guatemala 
I n June 1984, the Grupo de Apoyo 

Mutuo (Mutual Support Group) was 
founded i n Guatemala by a group of 
mos t l y women r e l a t i v e s of people who 
had been abducted and disappeared. 
Now a group has formed i n Toronto f o r 
the purpose o f promoting 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t he 
Grupo de Apoyo Mutuo (GAM) and 
s u p p o r t i n g the steps I t I s t a k i n g t o 
ensure the s a f e r e t u r n of t h e i r loved 
ones. 

The GAM has f u n c t i o n e d as a 
hu m a n i t a r i a n c i v i l r i g h t s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , and i s one of t h e few 
ins t a n c e s f o r organi z e d p u b l i c 
p r o t e s t a g a i n s t r e p r e s s i o n . 
O r i g i n a l l y i t rep r e s e n t e d 150 
f a m i l i e s , b ut has grown t o n e a r l y 
500. With over 35,000 disappeared 
persons i n Guatemala, i t n e c e s s a r i l y 
c o n t i n u e s t o grow from day t o day. 

General Oscar M e j i a V i c t o r e s , 
Guatemalan head o f s t a t e , d e c l a r e d 
on March 14 of t h i s year t h a t , " t o 
take steps toward the reappearance 
a l i v e o f the disappeared i s a 
sub v e r s i v e a c t , and measures w i l l be 
adopted t o d e a l w i t h i t . " T h i s was 
more than an i d l e t h r e a t t o the GAM: 
the same month, on March 30, Hector 
Orlando Gomez, spokesperson f o r the 
group, was kidnapped; h i s t o r t u r e d 
body was found l a t e r . Then on A p r i l 
4, t h e v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of the group. 

For more i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
s i t u a t i o n of women i n E l 
Salvador, c o n t a c t Friends of 
AMES (Women's A s s o c i a t i o n o f E l 
Salvador) a t : 

P.O. Box 341. 
S t a t i o n Z, 
Toronto, O n t a r i o . 
M5N 2Z5 

Rosario Godoy de Cuevas, was found 
dead i n a wrecked c a r , a l o n g w i t h her 
two - y e a r - o l d son and 21-year-old 
b r o t h e r . 

The GAM Support Group i n Toronto 
b e l i e v e s t h a t one way t o safeguard 
the l i v e s of GAM members i n Guatemala 
i s a show of i n t e r n a t i o n a l support. 
That i s why we are as k i n g f o r the 
f o l l o w i n g types of suppo r t : 

• v o l u n t e e r s : people who w i l l 
g i v e time and e f f o r t i n our l o c a l 
group. 

• money and s u p p l i e s : money t o 
send t o GAM and t o be able t o 
s u c c e s s f u l l y c a r r y out our task s i s 
u r g e n t l y needed, as are s u p p l i e s 
such as paper and p r i n t i n g 
m a t e r i a l s . F i n a n c i a l donations can 
be sent t o : GAM TORONTO GUATEMALA, 
Chequing Savings Acct. No. 419 
Toronto Dominion Bank. 88 U n i v e r s i t y 
Avenue, Toronto, O n t a r i o , M5J 1T6 

• People i n t e r e s t e d i n t r a v e l l i n g  
t o Guatemala t o v i s i t GAM or who 
would be a b l e t o promote the v i s i t s 
o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l observers. 

a People i who can w r i t e l e t t e r s of  
s o l i d a r i t y denouncing abuses of human 
l i f e and d i g n i t y t o : The Rt. 
Honourable Joe C l a r k , M i n i s t e r f o r 
E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s , House of Commons, 
Ottawa, O n t a r i o , K1A 0A2; and to 
General Oscar M e j i a V i c t o r e s , Head of 
S t a t e , P a l a c i o N a c l o n a l , Guatemala 
C i t y , Guatemala, C e n t r a l America. 

For more i n f o r m a t i o n about GAM please 
C a l l : (416) 653-3202 or 762-8690. 
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Chilean Women 
After the Earthquake 

The March 3 earthquake which 
l e f t a m i l l i o n people homeless over 
h a l f t he l e n g t h of t h e c o u n t r y 
presented a ch a l l e n g e t o the s p i r i t 
and i n g e n u i t y of the Chilean people, 
and i n p a r t i c u l a r t o peasant 
women. 

The earthquake occurred a t t h e 
h e i g h t of the h a r v e s t season when 
many men were i n v o l v e d i n seasonal 
farm labour o f t e n a t g r e a t d i s t a n c e s 
from t h e i r homes, l e a v i n g women w i t h 
the e n t i r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
s a l v a g i n g what belongings t h e y c o u l d 
and r e b u i l d i n g i n the r u b b l e where 
once they had homes. I n one area 80* 
of houses were t o t a l l y d e s t r o y e d : 
women escaped w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n 
tow and o n l y what few belongings they 
c o u l d gather h u r r i e d l y and c a r r y 
away. Crops i n the ground and those 
a l r e a d y gathered were d e s t r o y e d , 
a l o n g w i t h farm implements. Whole 
orchards were uprooted, removing any 
p o s s i b i l i t y of recouping losses over 
t i m e . 

And a l l t h i s a t a time when 
peasant women were i n the midst 
of the p a i n s t a k i n g r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n s which had been 
dismembered by t h e m i l i t a r y coup. 
There has been l i t t l e r e l i e f a i d from 
the Chilean a u t h o r i t i e s , a l t h o u g h t h e 
churches have been i n v o l v e d i n 
p r o v i d i n g c l o t h i n g , temporary 
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s h e l t e r , and h e a l t h c a r e , and a i d 
i s a r r i v i n g from t h e e x i l e and 
s o l i d a r i t y communities around the 
w o r l d . Women are o r g a n i z i n g t o h e l p 
one another i n whatever ways they 
can, as w e l l as t o ensure t h a t 
m a t e r i a l s r e c e i v e d as a i d are 
d i s t r i b u t e d among those who need 
them. 

Two months a f t e r the quake, the 
c o u n t r y i s s t i l l i n a s t a t e of 
emergency, w i t h many sma l l e r shocks 
s t i l l happening, o f t e n s t r o n g enough 
t o compound e x i s t i n g damage and 
c r e a t e more. As the b i t t e r l y c o l d 
and r a i n y C h i l e a n w i n t e r s e t s i n , 

the s u f f e r i n g i s l i k e l y t o become 
even more acute. At the same ti m e , 
the d i c t a t o r s h i p i s t a k i n g advantage 
of the s i t u a t i o n t o s t e p up 
r e p r e s s i o n and t r y t o put a f i n a l l i d 
on the r e s i s t a n c e movement. Anyone  
i n t e r e s t e d i n f i n d i n g out more about 
the s i t u a t i o n and how Canadians can  
h e l p , please c a l l A l v a r o a t 533-9248. 

C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

( s t a t i s t i c s from M. Teresa L a r r a i n , 
f e m p r e s s / i l e t , Mujer, No. 45, 

A p r i l 85.) 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Sri Lanka 
Tear Gas for IWD 

I n S r i Lanka, March 8 was 
c e l e b r a t e d amidst a s i t u a t i o n where 
democratic r i g h t s are r a p i d l y 
d i s a p p e a r i n g . The Women's A c t i o n 
Committee, along w i t h two o t h e r 
women1 s o r g a n i z a t i o n s , was t w i c e 
r e f u s e d permission f o r a 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n and p u b l i c meeting, but 
took t o the s t r e e t s anyway. P o l i c e 
commandos t e a r gassed and beat the 
women, a r r e s t i n g f o u r . Despite 
p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y , 3000 women reached 
New Town H a l l f o r the l a r g e s t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Day c e l e b r a t i o n 
i n the h i s t o r y of S r i Lanka. 

adapted from Asian Women Workers 
N e w s l e t t e r , V o l . 4, No. 1, March 
3985 

Filipinas Protest 
Forced Remittances 

Around 200 F i l i p i n o migrant 
women workers i n Hong Kong marched on 
March 17 t o p r o t e s t P r e s i d e n t 
Marcos' Ex e c u t i v e Order t h a t a l l 
overseas workers r e m i t 50 t o 70% of 
t h e i r e a r n i n g s through a u t h o r i z e d 
banks i n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s , on p a i n of 
l o s i n g passports or v i s a s . The 
women, most of them domestic workers, 
r e j e c t t h i s e x p l o i t a t i v e procedure 
because the " a u t h o r i z e d " banks charge 
a v e r y h i g h commission and i t takes a 
much longe r time f o r t h e money t o 
reach t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

adapted from Asian Women Workers 
N e w s l e t t e r , V o l . 4, No. 1, March 
1985 

Korean Women 
Protest Discrimination 

An a s s o c i a t i o n o f women students 
i n c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s has 
s u b m i t t e d an appeal t o the Korean 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l of Women a g a i n s t the 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y r e c r u i t m e n t p r a c t i c e s 
of business f i r m s and mass media 
companies i n South Korea. The group 
r e v e a l e d t h a t almost no south Korean 
f i r m s even a l l o w women t o take t e s t s 
f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e j o b s , and those 
which do r e s t r i c t the f i e l d s of 
employment and i n s i s t women leave 
t h e i r j o b s i f they marry. The 
c o u n c i l sent recommendations t o the 
M i n i s t e r o f Labour A f f a i r s and heads 
of f o u r economic o r g a n i z a t i o n s a s k i n g 
them t o cease sexual d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

Most women c o l l e g e graduates 
cannot f i n d j o b s because most f i r m s 
p r e f e r t o employ men i n a l l but 
j u n i o r p o s t s , such as s e c r e t a r i e s 
and c l e r k s . Surveys show t h a t 
employers f e e l employing women 
i n v o l v e s e x t r a expenses, causes 
complex problems i n l a b o u r management 
and lowers p r o d u c t i o n r a t e s . One 
survey a l s o found t h a t 33* of 
companies g i v e women no chance of 
promotion. 

Data from an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Labour O r g a n i z a t i o n survey shows t h a t 
t h e average wage f o r women workers i s 
o n l y 44.8% of t h a t of male workers I n 
south Korea. Comparable f i g u r e s f o r 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s are 53.3% f o r Japan. 
87.7% f o r France, and 69.9% f o r the 
U n i t e d Kingdom. 

Adapted from A s i a Labour 
Monitor, Volume 1, No. 5/6 

February 1985. 

A r g e n t i n e workers I n s e v e r a l 
major unions are i n the process of 
b u i l d i n g a c o o r d i n a t i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n 
f o r w o r k i n g women. One of t h e i r 
f i r s t p u b l i c a c t s was t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a d e m o n s t r a t i o n i n 
f r o n t of t h e n a t i o n a l Congress on 
March 8 t o p r e s e n t demands such as : 
r a t i f i c a t i o n of the UN c o n v e n t i o n on 
the e l i m i n a t i o n of a l l forms of 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t women ; 
e q u a l i t y of c h i l d r e n under the law, 
r e g a r d l e s s o f p a r e n t s ' m a r i t a l 
s t a t u s ; automatic pensions f o r 
housewives a t age 55; n o - f a u l t 
d i v o r c e ; t h e appointment of a 
S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Women; equal 
labour r i g h t s f o r domestic and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l workers ; s t a t e f i n a n c e d 
s e r v i c e s f o r b a t t e r e d women and rape 
v i c t i m s ; punishment f o r the m i l i t a r y 
personnel r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n s and disappearances 
d u r i n g the d i c t a t o r s h i p ; p r i c e 
c o n t r o l s on s t a p l e foods; an end t o 
unemployment; and equal pay f o r work 
of equal v a l u e , which they s t r e s s e d 
as b e i n g o f t h e h i g h e s t rank o f 
p r i o r i t y . 

Adapted from TXEMPO A r g e n t i n e 
February 9, 1985. 
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