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I can make an a d d i t i o n a l donation of $ . 
I cannot a f f o r d t o send money at t h i s time, but would l i k e t o 
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Send t o : CAYENNE. 229 College St. W., Toronto, Ontario, M5T 1R4. 



H E L P ! 

MIDWIVES DEPENCE FUND NEEDS YOUR CONTRIBUTION1 

The parents and midwives whom 
the state recently victimized 
in an inquest-inquiry designed 
to slow the movement for birth 
alternatives face legal bil l s 
of over $80,000. 

FOUR PEOPLE SHOULD NOT PAY THE BILL FOR ALL BIRTHING WOMEN 1 

Send your cheques to: 
The Midwifery Task Force 
Box 489, Postal Station T 
Toronto, Ontario, M6B 5C2 

(Your contribution will also give you membership in M.T.F.) 



c a y e n n e 

a Socialist ferrjrist bulletin 
August/September No. 4 

c a y e n n e (kï-en'), n. [<native Braz. 
kynnha], 1. a very hot red pepper used 
w i d e l y i n I n d i a , China and Caribbean; 
2. a female s p i c e ; 3. a l o n g - l a s t i n g 
i r r i t a n t ; 4. hot s t u f f . 
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SMALL, BROKE, BUT GROWING! 

I t ' s hard t o believe t h a t we're 
g e t t i n g close to the end of our f i r s t 
s u b s c r i p t i o n year, but here's our 
f o u r t h CAYENNE ready to h i t the 
s t r e e t s . We s t i l l have a long way to 
go, but we f e e l CAYENNE i s 
c o n s i s t e n t l y moving toward being a 
re a l resource f o r s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t s . 

Jan Langford's a r t i c l e i n t h i s 
issue i s a step toward overcoming 
" T o r o n t o c e n t r i c i t y " . We hope t h i s 
w i l l be only the f i r s t of a regular 
series of a r t i c l e s from Jan on what 
women are doing i n the Yukon. We 
encourage women i n other areas to 
send us "updates" from your c i t y or 
province. What's happening t h a t i s 
of i n t e r e s t to s o c i a l i s t feminists? 
What issues should we be t a l k i n g 
about? I f the idea of an " a r t i c l e " 
makes you uncomfortable, how about 
a l e t t e r ? 

Peggy McDonough1 s response to 
"Toward a Broader Strategy f o r 
Choice" i n the l a s t issue r e i n f o r c e s 
our goal of p r o v i d i n g a forum f o r 
debate i n the women1 s movement ; 
Peggy's a r t i c l e and one by Judi 
Stevenson on the midwifery t r i a l 
combine to provide much food f o r 
thought on the complex issue of 
reproductive choice—we look forward 
to f u r t h e r discussion from our 
readers. 

And CAYENNE i s branching out—we 
are e x c i t e d to welcome Linda B r i s k i n 
and Judi Stevenson, whose c r e a t i v i t y , 
enthusiasm and s k i l l s are important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s to CAYENNE'S continued 
growth. 

Chris M i l l s represented CAYENNE 
at the Feminist Periodica Is 
Conference near Montreal l a s t June. 
We are p a r t of a followup committee 
to study how to increase the 
involvement of working class and 
v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women i n f e m i n i s t 

p u b l i s h i n g , an important o b j e c t i v e 
f o r us from the beginning. 

We plan to s t a r t serious 
d i s t r i b u t i o n by j o i n i n g the Canadian 
P e r i o d i c a l s Publishers 1 Association, 
which means y o u ' l l be able to get 
CAYENNE i n bookstores outside of 
Toronto. Ask your l o c a l bookstore t o 
sign up. But i t i s your support i n 
sub s c r i p t i o n s t h a t we are r e a l l y 
dependent on. 

Your response to our campaign 
f o r 600 su b s c r i p t i o n s i n 1985 has 
been tremendous. Many of you went 
out and sold subs, and many more sent 
in names f o r us to contact. But 
we're s t i l l not home f r e e . I f 
CAYENNE i s goi ng t o s u r v i ve 
f i n a n c i a l l y we need a much more s o l i d 
base of subscribers and sustainers. 
We're sure there are enough s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t s out there to support t h i s 
k i n d of p u b l i c a t i o n — p l e a s e help us 
reach them and convince them t h a t i t 
i s worth t h e i r while to do so. 

V.,Y^^-;--::;V:-.V;-:--:-^ 

Who We Are 

We are s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s who are 
committed to producing a b u l l e t i n of 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t news, an a l y s i s and 
debate. We encourage CAYENNE readers 
and supporters to c o n t r i b u t e to t h i s 
process. 

Lynda Yanz, C h r i s t i n a M i l l s , and 
Marie Lorenzo 
The CAYENNE C o l l e c t i v e 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
SOCIALIST FEMINIST POLITICS 
OCTOBER 11-13, COPENHAGEN 
Organizers hope t h e conference 
w i l l p r o v i d e an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s t o : exchange 
i n f o r m a t i o n , l e a r n from one 
another's experience i n p o l i t i c s 
and g e n e r a l i z e the most 
s u c c e s s f u l expeiences, discuss a 
necessary network f o r mutual 
s u p p o r t , and perhaps found such a 
network. 

"The l e a d i n g q u e s t i o n , of 
course, i s how can we organize 
e f f e c t i v e l y i n Europe and i n the 
world? What do you expect from a 
E u r o p e a n / i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s ? " 

I f you would l i k e more 
i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e : 

Susan S t e i n e r or Dorte Marie 
W i c l e f s t r . 30 Sondergaard 
1000 B e r l i n 21 Magevej 22, l , t h 
1000 B e r l i n 21 2400 NV Copen

hagen . 

More Choice Comments 
Over t h e past two and a h a l f years I 
have read the many a r t i c l e s a p p e a r i n g 
on t h e a b o r t i o n q u e s t i o n w i t h mixed 
emotions, r a n g i n g from e l a t i o n t o 
downright anger and i n d i g n a t i o n . 
The r e c e n t a r t i c l e i n CAYENNE, 
"Towards a Broader S t r a t e g y f o r 
Choice" by Nancy Adamson and Susan 
P r e n t i c e has f i n a l l y moved me t o add 
my comments t o t h e ever-growing 
debate As a former member o f 
O n t a r i o C o a l i t i o n f o r A b o r t i o n 
C l i n i c s n ot been a c t i v e i n the group 
f o r w e l l over a y e a r ) , I admit t o 
c e r t a i n b i a s e s . However, i n the rush 
t o p r e s e n t c r i t i c i s m o f p r i o r i t i e s , 
p o l i t i c s and s t r a t e g i e s of t h e p r o -
cho i c e movement, I f e e l we have 
n e g l e c t e d t o co n s i d e r i t s 
accomplishments i n a s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 
c o n s i d e r a b l e odds. 

The groups i n the pro-choice 
movement r e p r e s e n t a wide v a r i e t y of 
p o l i t i c a l t h i n k i n g which i s r e f l e c t e d 
i n a d i v e r s i t y o f a c t i o n s and 
s t r a t e g i e s — f r o m $50-a-plate d i n n e r s , 
t o l o b b y i n g NLAs, t o g u e r r i l l a 
t h e a t r e and s t r e e t d e monstrations. 
Mistakes have been made, but t h e p r o -
choice movement has had an impact 
both on p r o g r e s s i v e groups and on 
s o c i e t y i n g e n e r a l . 

Back i n November 1982 when the 
pro-choice movement was worki n g v e r y 
hard t o g a i n f r i e n d s , t he O n t a r i o 
F e d e r a t i o n of Labour c o n v e n t i o n 
adopted a r e s o l u t i o n s u p p o r t i n g a 

woman1 s r i g h t t o choose and the 
l e g a l i z a t i o n o f f r e e - s t a n d i n g 
a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s . For a powerful 
male-dominated labour f e d e r a t i o n t o 
support a non-economic ( i n the 
s t r i c t e s t sense) women's i s s u e , was a 
major v i c t o r y f o r women. Delegates 
had been high y i n f luenced by t r a d e 
union women who were wor k i n g c l o s e l y 
w i t h OCAC a c t i v i s t s . More r e c e n t l y , 
c u l t u r a l workers have been o r g a n i z i n g 
and p e r f o r m i n g i n b e n e f i t s f o r the 
movement. This has served t o 
t r a n s m i t t h e goals o f the movement 
and t o broaden i t s base of support 
beyond i t s t r a d i t i o n a l sympathizers. 
Membership i n OCAC con t i n u e s t o grow 
w i t h many people a c t i v e i n t h e day-
to-day f u n c t i o n i n g o f the group w h i l e 
l a r g e numbers o f women are i n v o l v e d 
as e s c o r t s . T h i s growth i s i n sharp 
c o n t r a s t t o the r e l a t i v e d e c l i n e i n 
membership and i n a c t i v i t y o f the 
l e f t and c e r t a i n s e c t o r s of the 
women's movement. 

The c l i n i c i t s e l f has remained 
open f o r some tim e now. This 
demonstrates t h a t we have gained 
ground d e s p i t e a t t e m p t s by the s t a t e 
t o d e f e a t us. I t has remained open 
because t h e pro - c h o i c e movement has 
had a profound impact on Canadian 
o p i n i o n . The breadth of p u b l i c 
'support t h a t has been m o b i l i z e d t o 
keep the c l i n i c open has g r e a t l y 
a f f e c t e d t h e course o f a c t i o n the 
s t a t e has taken, v i s i b l e i n i t s 
r e t i c e n c e t o c l o s e the f a c i l i t y . 
Although the appeal of the 
Morgentaler a c q u i t t a l i s h o l d i n g us 
a t bay, the s t a t e c o u l d have taken 
steps t o c l o s e the c l i n i c . 

The r e c e n t d e f e a t of former 
s o l i c i t o r - g e n e r a l John W i l l i a m s i s 
a l s o a s i g n of pro - c h o i c e support. 
The press a t t r i b u t e d h i s d e f e a t t o 
p u b l i c r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t h i s v i r u l e n t 
a n t i - c h o i c e stand. That the p r o -
choice movement has g r e a t l y 
i n f l u e n c e d p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l 

t h i n k i n g on a b o r t i o n does not mean, 
however, t h a t d i s c u s s i o n and 
c r i t i c i s m should not emerge. 

This b r i n g s me t o the a r t i c l e 
"Towards a Broader S t r a t e g y f o r 
Choice." Adamson and P r e n t i c e 
c r i t i c i z e the pro-choice movement f o r 
i t s " s i n g u l a r focus on a b o r t i o n " 
which they say prevents i t from 
making l i n k s w i t h o t h e r women's 
h e a l t h a c t i v i s t s . They q u e s t i o n the 
" n e a r - t o t a l r e l i a n c e on d o c t o r s . . . 
and the medical model," a model " t h a t 
negates our personal experience." 
And f i n a l l y , they urge us t o consi d e r 
the meaning of mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y , 
a s t r a t e g y we have always i d e n t i f i e d 
as u n i q u e l y s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t . 

I agree w i t h t he auth o r s t h a t 
b u i l d i n g l i n k s i s indeed i m p o r t a n t . 
However, I b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s has been 
p a r t of OCAC's s t r a t e g y . For 
example, OCAC has c o n s i s t e n t l y p laced 
the campaign f o r a b o r t i o n r i g h t s i n 
th e broader c o n t e x t of r e p r o d u c t i v e 
freedoms. I t has done so because of 
i t s i d e o l o g i c a l commitment t o the 
p o l i t i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e which 
recognizes t h a t the r i g h t t o safe and 
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e f f e c t i v e b i r t h c o n t r o l , t o determine 
our s e x u a l i t y , t o b i r t h i n g 
a l t e r n a t i v e s , t o a b o r t i o n and the 
n e c e s s i t y t o end f o r c e d s t e r i l i z a t i o n 
a r e a l l p a r t o f t h e same s t r u g g l e . 

W i t h i n the women1 s h e a l t h 
movement, I b e l ieve t h a t t he mid
w i f e r y s t r u g g l e p r o v i d e s an e x c e l l e n t 
c o n t e x t f o r f u r t h e r u n i t y between t h e 
two groups. Both a r e f i g h t i n g t o 
pr o v i d e h e a l t h care t o women o u t s i d e 
the l e g a l c o n t e x t ( a l t h o u g h m i d w i f e r y 
i s n e i t h e r l e g a l nor i l l e g a l ) w i t h 
pressure b e a r i n g down on them from 
the medical e s t a b l i s h m e n t and the 
s t a t e . A major d i f f e r e n c e has been 
the p r o - c h o i c e movement's use o f 
do c t o r s t o p r o v i d e procedures w h i l e 
midwives are f i g h t i n g f o r p r o f e s s i o n 
a l r e c o g n i t i o n . 

An a l l i a n c e would be p o l i t i c a l l y 
and s t r a t e g i c a l l y b e n e f i c i a l t o both 
groups, but t h e s i t u a t i o n i s complex. 
Because o f the obvious d i f f e r e n c e 
between g i v i n g b i r t h and ha v i n g an 
a b o r t i o n , some s u p p o r t e r s of midwives 
and even c e r t a i n midwives themselves 
have expressed r e l u c t a n c e t o l i n k the 
two i s s u e s . There are of course, 
those w i t h i n t he midwives' 
o r g a n i z a t i o n who have come out 
p u b l i c l y i n support o f the pro-choice 
movement. The Toronto Midwives 
C o l l e c t i v e has worked very c l o s e l y 
w i t h OCAC. I would hope t h a t t h i s 
l i a i s o n would c o n t i n u e t o develop, t o 
become a broader, more d e l i b e r a t e 
a l l i a n c e . 

E q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t i s t o develop 
our o u t r e a c h t o immigrant and 
m i n o r i t y women. While o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
such as Women Working w i t h Immigrant 
Women have endorsed OCAC and have 
spoken i n support a t i t s r a l l i e s , 
t hey have t h e i r own p e r s p e c t i v e on 
a b o r t i o n . 

Many n a t i v e women, f o r example, 
w i t h a legacy of s e v e r a l hundred 
years o f r a c i a l genocide see ve r y 
l i t t l e s i m i l a r i t y between t h e i r 

s i t u a t i o n and the r e l a t i v e l y 
p r i v i l e g e d n o t i o n of "choice." A 
n a t i v e woman w i t h l i t t l e money who i s 
coerced i n t o h a v i n g an a b o r t i o n 
e i t h e r by sheer economic n e c e s s i t y or 
by some h e a l t h care " p r o f e s s i o n a l , " 
has n o t e x e r c i s e d r e a l c h oice. To 
a t t r a c t these women's su p p o r t , the 
pro-choice movement must develop a 
comprehensive u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
a b o r t i o n which would address racism 
and g e n e r a l economic i s s u e s . T h i s we 
have not done adequately. 

A T S * . : 

Let us now consi d e r another 
r e f l e c t i o n i n the Adamson/Prentice 
a r t i c l e : t h e movement's r e l i a n c e on 
the medical model. C o n t r a r y t o what 
the a u t h o r s d e c l a r e , the pro-choice 
movement made a conscious s t r a t e g i c 
c h o i c e n o t t o c h a l l e n g e t h e medical 
model a t t h i s p o i n t i n time. Rather 
OCAC c o n s i d e r s the c l i n i c as a t e s t 
case f o r the law. We used the c l i n i c 
s t r a t e g y t o se t a precedent i n order 
t o win g r e a t e r access as i t d i d i n 
Quebec. We f e l t a t t h e t i m e t h a t t he 
c l i n i c model was the best way t o 
b u i l d p u b l i c support t o l e g a l i z e 
c l i n i c s and t o r e p e a l the a b o r t i o n 
law. 

For i t s use of d o c t o r s and i t s 
attempt t o l e g a l i z e c l i n i c s , the p r o -
c h o i c e movement has o f t e n been 
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l a b e l l e d " r e f o r m i s t " i n comparison t o 
the more " r a d i c a l " m i d w i f e r y 
movement. I b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s 
comparison i s somewhat u n j u s t i f i e d i f 
we c o n s i d e r the d i f f e r e n t n a t u r e o f 
the two movements. G i v i n g b i r t h i s 
much more s o c i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e than 
having an a b o r t i o n . Consequently I 
b e l i e v e t h a t the p u b l i c i s g e n e r a l l y 
more sympathetic t o m i d w i f e r y . I n 
f a c t , m i d w i f e r y t r a d i t i o n s e x i s t i n 
most o t h e r western c o u n t r i e s as w e l l 
as i n the T h i r d World. By us i n g l a y 
a b o r t i o n i s t s , would we not have 
r i s k e d being l a b e l l e d as "back s t r e e t 
b u t c h ers?" Would we have gained as 
much p u b l i c support? 

Perhaps some would say t h a t the 
r i s k would have been worth i t , t h a t 
we should have been s t r u g g l i n g f o r 
the r i g h t o f non-doctors t o perform 
a b o r t i o n s . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o guess 
how t h i n g s would have developed i f we 
had gone t h a t r o u t e . I p e r s o n a l l y 
b e l i e v e t h a t we would n ot have 
m o b i l i z e d as much p u b l i c support as 
we p r e s e n t l y enjoy. 

Although the Morgentaler C l i n i c 
i s n o t i d e a l , i t s s u p p o r t i v e s t a f f 
and woman-centered atmosphere 
p r o v i d e s a r e a l a l t e r n a t i v e t o 
e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s . While some 
people would argue t h a t t h e c l i n i c 
b e n e f i t s o n l y those women who can 
a f f o r d i t , I'm t o l d t h a t no one i s 
tu r n e d away f o r economic 
reasons. However, a p r i v a t e l y - r u n 
c l i n i c c o n t r o l l e d by d o c t o r s has 
never been the v i s i o n of many pro-
choice a c t i v i s t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
OCAC. The group has always seen as 
i t s u l t i m a t e g o a l , p u b l i c l y funded, 
comprehensive women's h e a l t h c e n t e r s , 
which would p r o v i d e a wide v a r i e t y of 
f r e e s e r v i c e s i n c l u d i n g b i r t h i n g 
s u p p o r t , a b o r t i o n , c o u n s e l l i n g and 
b i r t h c o n t r o l p r o v i s i o n . I n such 
c e n t e r s , t h e q u e s t i o n o f medical and 
non-medical c a r e - g i v i n g would 
o b v i o u s l y need t o be addressed. 

F i n a l l y , the q u e s t i o n s 
Adamson/Prentice r a i s e about t h e 
meaning of "mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y " 
f o r s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s a r e 
i n t r i g u i n g . I too b e l i e v e t h a t t he 
term i s bandied about v e r y l o o s e l y . 
We assume t h a t by i t s very l a b e l 
"mass a c t i o n " i s i n h e r e n t l y 
p r o g r e s s i v e , y e t we see the Rig h t 
c o n s i s t e n t l y m o b i l i z i n g l a r g e numbers 
of people. 

Mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y f o r 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s i s s t i l l 
d e v e l o p i n g . I t takes form as we a c t , 
as we f o r g e l i n k s w i t h o t h e r groups 
t o f i g h t f o r what we b e l i e v e t o be 
our fundamental r i g h t s . Our a c t i o n s 
are i r r e v o c a b l y i n f l u e n c e d by t h e 
time and place i n which we l i v e . We 
act i n response t o p a r t i c u l a r 
c o n d i t i o n s as we pursue our g o a l s . 
These a c t i o n s p r o v i d e us w i t h 
experience t o a r t i c u l a t e and b u i l d 
our n o t i o n s of mass a c t i o n s t r a t e g y . 
As our h i s t o r y emerges, we understand 
our s t r a t e g y more c l e a r l y . T h i s 
comes from our past experience and 
determines t h e f u t u r e . The 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t component o f the 
pro-choice movement i s c u r r e n t l y 
undergoing j u s t such a s t r u g g l e . The 
h i s t o r i c a l moment i n time w i t h i t s 
a t t e n d a n t c o n d i t i o n s i s unique. I n 
our d e s i r e t o develop an under
s t a n d i n g of what t h i s means f o r 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s , l e t ' s not f o r g e t 
to c o n g r a t u l a t e the pro-choice 
movement, now and aga i n . 

Peggy McDonough 
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Midwives on Trial 
Women's s t r u g g l e f o r r e p r o d u c t i v e 
freedom opened up a new f r o n t here i n 
Toronto i n J u l y of t h i s year. 
Midwives and t h e i r s u p p o r t e r s took 
the stand i n a coroner's c o u r t t o 
defend t h e i r view of the b i r t h 
process and t o argue the case f o r 
l e g a l i z e d m i d w i f e r y s e r v i c e s i n 
O n t a r i o . 

The i s s u e of l e g a l i z e d m i d w i f e r y 
drew m e — d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t I have 
never g i v e n b i r t h m y s e l f — f i r s t 
because of the i n ' - l o r a b l y marginal 
s t a t u s f o r c e d upon the women who 
p r a c t i s e m i d w i f e r y (which i s o u t s i d e 
the law, but not a g a i n s t the law i n 
O n t a r i o ) , and second because we seem 
t o be a t a time when b i r t h i s being 
r e d e f i n e d i n our s o c i e t y . " M y s t i c a l 
motherhood" i s making something of a 
comeback as women are squeezed i n t o 
unemployment, but a l s o our g e n e r a t i o n 
of f e m i n i s t s i s d i s c o v e r i n g 
motherhood, o f t e n i n a very 
e x p e r i e n t i a l , a p o l i t i c a l way. I t 
seems t o me i m p o r t a n t t o g i v e b i r t h a 
p o l i t i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , both f o r 
o u r s e l v e s as s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s , and 
a l s o as an o r g a n i z i n g t o o l f o r the 
many, many u n p o l i t i c i z e d women g i v i n g 
b i r t h — w o m e n whose b i r t h experiences 
might p r o v i d e the c o n t e x t f o r a new 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the ways women 
s u f f e r from unequal power r e l a t i o n s 
i n our s o c i e t y . 

Having s a i d a l l t h i s , I was 
s t i l l unprepared f o r my anger 
on l i s t e n i n g t o midwives d e s c r i b e 
the i n d i g n i t i e s and o u t r i g h t dangers 
s t i l l r o u t i n e l y i n f l i c t e d on women 
g i v i n g b i r t h i n h o s p i t a l s . The more 
I t h o u g h t about women being f o r c e d t o 
g i v e up c o n t r o l of t h e i r bodies t o a 
medical p r o f e s s i o n infamous f o r i t s 
h i s t o r y of mistreatment of women's 
h e a l t h , s i m p l y i n order t o be able t o 
g i v e b i r t h , an a c t which we are 
u n i q u e l y capable of do i n g on our own, 

the more outrageous i t seemed. The 
more midwives I n e t , the more 
impressed I was w i t h t h e i r courage 
and good sense, as w e l l as t h e i r 
commitment t o b u i l d i n g a s e r v i c e t h a t 
women want and need. So I decided t o 
make a f i l m about i t a l l , and began 
t h e process by f o l l o w i n g two 
midwives and t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n t o 
c o u r t . 

The c o n t e x t was h e a v i l y loaded 
a g a i n s t them by the circumstances 
t h a t l e d t o the courtroom: a baby's 
death. The d e t a i l s of h i s b i r t h and 
death ought t o have been m a t t e r s f o r 
the p r i v a t e g r i e f and memory of h i s 
p a r e n t s and the two midwives who 
d e l i v e r e d him. I n s t e a d , the Toronto 
Regional Coroner's O f f i c e decided not 
o n l y t o c a l l an i n q u e s t , but t o use 
t h a t i n q u e s t as a forum f o r examining 
the wider issues of m i d w i f e r y 
p r a c t i s e and home b i r t h . The deck 
was stacked a g a i n s t d i s p a s s i o n a t e 
p o l i c y - m a k i n g by the s p e c t r e of a 
d y i n g i n f a n t . 

The i n q u e s t was o r g a n i z e d i n two 
stages t o accomplish two o f f i c i a l 
g o a l s : the f i r s t , t o e s t a b l i s h the 
" f a c t s " of the baby's death, and the 
second, t o work toward g e n e r a l 
recommendations on the f u t u r e of 
m i d w i f e r y care and home b i r t h i n 
O n t a r i o . A j u r y of two men and two 
women heard t h r e e weeks ot t e s t i m o n y , 
then took 48 hours t o come t o t h e i r 
c o n c l u s i o n s . What they heard were 
two e n t i r e l y opposed i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s 
of b i r t h and death, one based i n 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t o b s t e t r i c a l 
assumptions about the female body and 
the b i r t h process, and one r o o t e d i n 
the m i d w i f e r y t r a d i t i o n of non-
i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t support and h o l i s t i c 
d i a g n o s i s . 

The moment by moment u n f o l d i n g 
of the case was f a s c i n a t i n g . But 
beneath the s u r f a c e we can a l s o see 
the o u t l i n e of the S t a t e ' s response 
t o what i s becoming a s e r i o u s 
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c h a l l e n g e : the medical p r o f e s s i o n s ' 
a t t e m p t s a t c o n t r o l and c o o p t i o n , and 
the f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n s of f o r t h c o m i n g 
p u b l i c support f o r m i d w i f e r y . 

The e s s e n t i a l c o n f l i c t was 
around assessments of what i s normal 
i n pregnancy and d e l i v e r y , and what 
c o n s t i t u t e s an emergency. To the 
o b s t e t r i c i a n s , normalcy d i d not 
i n c l u d e a f i r s t b i r t h a t 31, a n i n e 
pound f o u r ounce baby, an eleven day 
e x t e n s i o n of the pregnancy past i t s 
due date, a l a b o u r time of f o u r t e e n 
hours, a haemoglobin count of l e s s 
than eleven, or a t r a n s p o r t time t o 
h o s p i t a l of about 30 minutes. The 
midwives d i s a g r e e d , down the l i n e . 

N o t i c e t h a t each of the f a c t o r s 
i n d i s p u t e c o n t a i n s a numerical 
s c o r e — n o a c c i d e n t . The h e a r t of the 
d i s p u t e o f t e n came down t o t h i s : the 
medical model of b i r t h has developed 
a r e l i a n c e on r u l e s of normalcy which 
p r o v i d e the b a s i s f o r making a host 
of i n t e r v e n t i o n s , from r u p t u r i n g the 
b i r t h sac t o u s i n g f o r c e p s , which 
midwives say i g n o r e s the wide v a r i e t y 
i n women's responses and p h y s i o l o g y . 
They use a more e l a s t i c and i n t u i t i v e 
s t andard of judgement, a standard of 
judgement t h a t grows from t h e i r 
e x t e n s i v e experience of n a t u r a l 
b i r t h s (something which few 
o b s t e t r i c i a n s have), and from t h e i r 
commitment t o each b i r t h i n g woman as 
an i n d i v i d u a l . 

The i n q u e s t was b i l l e d i n 
advance as an open and unbiased forum 

f o r the e x p l o r a t i o n of broad s o c i a l 
p o l i c y issues around b i r t h care. Not 
so. I n essence, i f not i n 
appearance, t h i s f i r s t stage ("the 
f a c t s " ) was an a t t a c k on a l t e r n a t i v e 
b i r t h p r a c t i c e s , and more—an a t t a c k 
on the competence of women t o develop 
models of care f o r t h e i r own bodies. 
The coroner t r i e d t o prevent both t h e 
midwives and the mother of t h e baby 
from s t a t i n g t h e i r o b j e c t i o n s t o 
r o u t i n e o b s t e t r i c a l p r a c t i c e s on the 
grounds t h a t they were unable t o 
judge them. He r i d i c u l e d the defence 
lawyers, both women, f o r a s k i n g 
q u e s t i o n s about o b s t e t r i c a l 
p r a c t i c e s , denying t h e i r competence 
t o frame r e l e v a n t or i n t e l l i g e n t 
issues f o r the j u r y ' s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
His foremost e x p e r t w i t n e s s argued 
t h a t midwives must be h e l d t o a r i g i d 
and r e s t r i c t i v e s e t of g u i d e l i n e s , 
denying t h e i r c a p a c i t y f o r 
independent c l i n i c a l judgement. And 
ominously, the c o u r t took a n e g a t i v e 
view of "anecdotal evidence," meaning 
t h e d i r e c t experience of o t h e r women 
of t h e i r pregnancies and d e l i v e r i e s . 

The g r e a t god "science" was i n 
each i n s t a n c e t o u t e d as the s u p e r i o r 
means o f d i a g n o s i s . The q u e s t i o n of 
science i s much beyond the scope o f 
t h i s a r t i c l e , but what must be s a i d 
i s t h a t i t s use as the b a s i s of a 
boys c l u b around b i r t h i s t o be 
a b s o l u t e l y r e j e c t e d . 

I f the f i r s t stage of the 
i n q u e s t was a w e l l - o r c h e s t r a t e d 
a t t a c k on the competence of the 
midwives i n v o l v e d , the second stage 
was something e l s e a g a i n . The 
defence brought f o r w a r d a s e r i e s of 
witnesses t o h e l p make the case f o r 
m i d w i f e r y . A d o c t o r from the World 
Hea l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n i n Copenhagen 
t e s t i f i e d f o r most of the day, 
p u t t i n g the weight of h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , h i s medical t r a i n i n g 
(and of course, h i s gender) f i r m l y on 
the s i d e o f the midwives. He t o l d 
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the j u r y t h a t 75% of b i r t h s i n Europe 
are s u p e r v i s e d by midwives, and t h a t 
Canada i s looked on by the r e s t of 
the w o r l d as str a n g e indeed f o r 
h a v i n g f o r c e d them from the f i e l d o f 
materna l c a r e . I t i s o f f i c i a l p o l i c y 
of W.H.O. t o promote them, n o t as a 
t h i r d w o r l d s u b s t i t u t e f o r d o c t o r s , 
but as the best c a r e g i v e r s f o r normal 
pregnancy and b i r t h . 

When the crown a t t o r n e y and the 
coroner gave t h e i r c l o s i n g addresses, 
the i n q u e s t began t o look l i k e a 
co n s p i r a c y . Sensing t h a t the o v e r a l l 
case a g a i n s t m i d w i f e r y had been l o s t , 
both of them p i t c h e d t h e argument 
t h a t m i d w i f e r y i n Canada should be 
cons i d e r e d i n l i g h t o f the death of 
t h i s one baby. " I f you cannot a f f i r m 
t h e judgements made by these midwives 
about t h i s baby," they s a i d t o the 
j u r y , "you cannot ta k e a p o s i t i o n 
t h a t promotes m i d w i f e r y i n Canada." 
No mention of the babies who d i e 
everyday i n h o s p i t a l , w i t h no 
in q u e s t s c a l l e d . 

To t h e disappointment o f 
m i d w i f e r y s u p o r t e r s , the j u r y d i d 
f i n d t h a t the death was p r e v e n t a b l e . 
But i t r e s i s t e d the Crown's and the 
coroner's encouragement t o muddle the 
ge n e r a l w i t h the p a r t i c u l a r , and made 
f a r - r e a c h i n g recommendations i n 
favour o f a m i d w i f e r y s e r v i c e which 
may become both independent and 
s t r o n g . I t recommended the i n c l u s i o n 
of m i d w i f e r y under OHIP, and even 

went so f a r as t o advi s e a d m i t t i n g 
p r i v i l e g e s t o h o s p i t a l f o r midwives, 
a cheeky idea which w i l l no doubt 
have t h e medical monopoly up i n arms, 
and perhaps even more r e s o l u t e l y 
m o b i l i z e d a g a i n s t m i d w i f e r y than 
b e f o r e . 

But t h e recommendation which 
w i l l b r i n g most s a t i s f a c t i o n t o many 
f e m i n i s t s i s t h e one r e c o g n i z i n g f r e e 
c h o i c e i n r e l a t i o n t o home b i r t h , 
which i s a v i c t o r y f o r c h o i c e i n 
g e n e r a l . 

The slow re-emergence of 
midwives i n Canada d u r i n g the l a s t 
f i f t e e n y e a r s , a f t e r 100 years of 
d e c l i n e and v i r t u a l disappearance, 
poses a deep and s i g n i f i c a n t 
c h a l l e n g e t o o b s t e t r i c i a n s ' 
domination of pregnancy and b i r t h . 
From the College of Phy s i c i a n s and 
Surgeons on down, they have issued 
e d i c t s a g a i n s t home b i r t h , and 
re f u s e d on an i n d i v i d u a l b a s i s t o 
cooperate w i t h midwives. I expected 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n c o u r t t o be more 
c o n v i n c i n g , b ut what I observed was 
t h e i r f e a r of l o s i n g c l i e n t s and 
income and simple monopoly. I t ' s a 
power s t r u g g l e t h a t goes w e l l beyond 
the i n t e r - p r o f e s s i o n a l c o m p e t i t i o n 
t h a t d o c t o r s have engaged i n w i t h 
o t h e r p r a c t i t i o n e r s ( n a t u r o p a t h s , 
c h i r o p r a c t o r s ) . T h i s power s t r u g g l e 
a l s o i n v o l v e s t h e e s s e n t i a l gender 
c o n f l i c t over the d e f i n i t i o n and 
c o n t r o l of r e p r o d u c t i o n i t s e l f . 

The j u r y recommendations i n the 
McLa u g h l i n - H a r r i s i n q u e s t r e p r e s e n t a 
v i c t o r y f o r m i d w i f e r y , but a c o s t l y 
one, purchased a t the expense of f o u r 
i n d i v i d u a l s who never should have 
been "on t r i a l " as a means of 
d e s i g n i n g p u b l i c p o l i c y . I t was 
purchased a t t h e i r expense i n the 
d i r e c t sense t o o , f o r they are now 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r l e g a l b i l l s t o t a l l i n g 
over $80,000, d e s p i t e t h e forbearance 
of f e m i n i s t lawyers. They f o u g h t 
t h i s case f o r us, f o r the women of 
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O n t a r i o , and I urge a l l CAYENNE 
readers t o send a cheque t o t h e i r 
defence fu n d : 

M i d w i f e r y Task Force 
Box 489, P o s t a l S t a t i o n T 

Toronto, M6B 5C2 
The s t r u g g l e must now go 

fo r w a r d , f o r the j u r y suggested a 
f i v e - y e a r p e r i o d of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n by 
the College of Nurses. The 
o p p o r t u n i t y o f w i n n i n g independence 
f o r m i d w i f e r y through t h i s channel i s 
f r a u g h t w i t h the dangers of 
t e r r i t o r i a l r i v a l r y . A t r u l y 
a l t e r n a t i v e ( f e m i n i s t ) s e r v i c e must 
be kept independent of n u r s i n g . 

M i d w i f e r y needs t o be a more 
w i d e l y embraced issue f o r f e m i n i s t s . 
I t i s p a r t of the e s s e n t i a l s t r u g g l e 
f o r c o n t r o l of our bodies, and i t 
must be won. As Peggy McDonough 
p o i n t s o ut elsewhere i n t h i s i s s u e , 
i t has t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r widespread 
p u b l i c support because b i r t h (as 
opposed t o a b o r t i o n ) i s s o c i a l l y 
a c c e p t a b l e — a n d p r e c i s e l y because of 
t h a t b a s i c a c c e p t a b i l i t y I t h i n k i t 
c o u l d be a po w e r f u l t o o l f o r the 
advancement of t h e women's movement 
i n t o the everyday l i v e s of more 
women. 

Some f e m i n i s t s are no doubt 
s u s p i c i o u s o f t h e b i r t h issue because 
of i t s t r a p p i n g s of domestic 
s e r v i l i t y . And i t i s t r u e t h a t t he 
support movement t h a t e x i s t s a t 
present has c u r r e n t s which are more 
concerned w i t h an o l d - f a s h i o n e d 
n o t i o n o f "the f a m i l y " than w i t h a 
r e v e r s a l of power p o l i t i c s around 
r e p r o d u c t i o n . T h i s t e n s i o n w i t h i n 
the m i d w i f e r y movement i s bound t o 
su r f a c e more d i r e c t l y i n the f u t u r e , 
and I hope an a l l i a n c e between 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s and groups l i k e 
the O n t a r i o C o a l i t i o n f o r A b o r t i o n 
C l i n i c s (OCAC) and the p o l i t i c a l l y 
a s t u t e Toronto Midwives C o l l e c t i v e 
can be b u i l t t o p l a y a l e a d e r s h i p 
r o l e . I t would be u s e f u l i f CAYENNE 
cou l d i n i t i a t e debate on how t h a t 
a l l i a n c e might ta k e shape. 

The mythology of b i r t h i n 
Canadian s o c i e t y f l o a t s on a sea of 
women's rage about our personal 
h u m i l i a t i o n s and lo s s e s . Our 
mothers' g e n e r a t i o n was s i l e n t about 
i t . I t i s time t o break the s i l e n c e 
around b i r t h . 

J u d i Stevenson 
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Silent Scream: 
Loud Lies 

Throughout North America s u p p o r t e r s 
of r e p r o d u c t i v e choice have been 
incensed by a propaganda f i l m used by 
r i g h t - t o - l i f e r s t o "counsel" women 
w i t h unwanted pregnancies, and t o 
persuade the media and the gener a l 
p u b l i c of t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 

" S i l e n t Scream" i s a s l i c k , 
expensive and very e f f e c t i v e piece o f 
PR. I t i s a l s o s e n s a t i o n a l i s t , 
u n s c i e n t i f i c , and above a l l 
di s h o n e s t . The producers use 
technology t o f a l s i f y supposed 
" i n f o r m a t i o n " ; f o r example, they 
change the speeds a t which u l t r a s o u n d 
images a r e d i s p l a y e d i n order t o 
suggest t h a t a twelve-week f e t u s 
s u f f e r s d u r i n g an a b o r t i o n and 
p u r p o s e f u l l y moves away from t h e 
in s t r u m e n t s i n a " p a t h e t i c a t t e m p t t o 
escape." The n a r r a t o r , Dr. Bernard 
Nathanson, holds up a p l a s t i c model 
which i s almost the s i z e of a near 
term f etus wh i l e showing t h e 
u l t r a s o u n d "movie" of a twelve-week 
a b o r t i o n and suggests t h a t t h e model 
i s t h e a c t u a l s i z e of the f e t u s i n 
the u l t r a s o u n d . I n f a c t , a t w e l v e -
week f e t u s i s o n l y about two inches 
l o n g . 

The v e r y t i t l e o f the f i l m i s 
m i s l e a d i n g : i n o r d e r t o be a b l e t o 
scream t h e r e would have t o be 
synapses, or nerve c e l l pathways, i n 
the c o r t e x of the b r a i n . These do 
not develop u n t i l a t l e a s t 24 weeks. 
To support h i s c o n t e n t i o n t h a t t h e 
f e t u s screams he p o i n t s t o an area on 
the u l t r a s o u n d which he de s c r i b e s as 
a screaming mouth, and which i n f a c t 
i s t h e space between t h e head and the 
chest o f the c u r l e d - u p f e t u s . 

I c o u l d n ot begin t o enumerate 
a l l t h e d i s t o r t i o n s and o u t r i g h t 
f a l sehoods i n t h e f i l m . What i s more 
i n s i d i o u s i s the way i n which the 
s c r i p t uses language t o manipulate 
th e emotions o f the viewer. 

GOCQ EV&JiNO, 

w$ll£NT SCREAMS'-

IN '5/LÔVT&X&W I* fa <2KW& 
WUIHeTEFMtNAfmQFA !Z-

Hmc-OU?Pf&ftlANCY. WM&fT, 

We'll BSWnh£5$N61H5fflDœ 
A t2-MtNVrt-CU> RE&iANCf. 

IhFWSH 1H£MA&C ÇF FfB£R-
CPTJCS. e&NASit TO T4XSA 
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Nathanson speaks of the " c h i l d " i n 
i t s " s anctuary" b e i n g " a g i t a t e d " as 
i t "senses m o r t a l danger," and 
assures us i n h i s most p r o f e s s i o n a l 
and sombre v o i c e t h a t the twelve-week 
f e t u s i s " i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e i n every 
r e s p e c t from you and me." He even 
t r i e s t o suggest t h a t a b o r t i o n 
c l i n i c s are an i n d u s t r y run by 
organiz e d crime! 

Planned Parenthood i n S e a t t l e 
has made a f i l m i n response. The 
r e b u t t a l f i l m c l e a r l y s u f f e r s from 
hasty p r o d u c t i o n and a s m a l l budget 
( i n b i t t e r c o n t r a s t t o the a p p a r e n t l y 
u n l i m i t e d resources a v a i l a b l e t o the 
a n t i - c h o i c e f o r c e s ) . I t a l s o has 
se r i o u s i d e o l o g i c a l problems, c h i e f 
among them being the assumption t h a t 
a l l women are h e t e r o s e x u a l and e i t h e r 
m a r r i e d or y e a r n i n g t o be. I t does, 
however, r e f u t e the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
f a l s e h o o d s , and i s t h e r e f o r e a u s e f u l 
and necessary weapon i n f i g h t i n g the 
unscrupulous t a c t i c s of the a n t i -
c hoice movement. 

There i s a l s o p r i n t e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e which r e f u t e s 
the f i l m . You can get a t r a n s c r i p t 
of a panel of p h y s i c i a n s who discuss 
i t from a p u r e l y s c i e n t i f i c p o i n t of 
view from CBS Audience S e r v i c e s , 
T r a n s c r i p t Requests, 51 W. 52 S t r e e t , 
New York 10019, NY. The Planned 

Parenthood F e d e r a t i o n of America a l s o 
p u b l i s h e s a pamphlet e n t i t l e d , The 
Facts Speak Louder : Planned 
Parenthood's C r i t i q u e of "The S i l e n t  
Scream", a v a i l a b l e f o r 75 cents from 
Planned Parenthood's P u b l i c a t i o n s 
Department, 810 7 t h Avenue, New York 
10019, NY. (see Ms^, August 1985) 

I n t h e meantime, keep eyes and 
ears open f o r screenings of e i t h e r or 
both f i l m s by pro - c h o i c e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Doctors f o r Choice w i l l a l s o be 
h o l d i n g a forum on the issue of f r e e 
s t a n d i n g a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s and 
improved access t o h o s p i t a l a b o r t i o n s 
l a t e r i n the f a l l . 

For more i n f o r m a t i o n about 
Doctors f o r Choice w r i t e P.O. Box 
753 S t a t i o n P, Toronto, M5S 2Z1. 

C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

OCAC NEEDS ESCORTS FOR WOMEN 
USING THE CLINIC. I f you can 
he l p , c a l l 532-8193 and leave 
your name and telephone number; 
someone w i l l g e t back t o you as 
soon as p o s s i b l e . 

TMSfÇffl 15 CEIL DMS&t, 
A8/SJP1V/Sl&PT R&M H!5 
MŒWUJHA TMEHI5?£X30tft, 
HIS FmJiGS, HiS PCtNTœ 
VlBMkiftt ee Z3MK6AIWK. 

THfS F90&AM SEEKS TO MAPS 
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K'PS L9£ WVffAWlSniNG 1H5 
VlSJJtP. CMVmOlfJOHCU/SCKS. 
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P S AC: 
Militants on the Rise 
The P u b l i c S e r v i c e A l l i a n c e of 
Canada, r e p r e s e n t i n g 180,000 f e d e r a l 
government workers, h e l d i t s n a t i o n a l 
t r i e n n i a l c o n vention i n Ottawa June 
17-21,1985. I t may w e l l have been 
one o f the most s i g n i f i c a n t - - a n d 
t u m u l t u o u s — i n PSAC's b r i e f h i s t o r y . 

For those rank and f i l e members 
l e f t of c e n t e r , and f o r many who are 
n o t , the basic union p r i n c i p l e s of 
c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g w i t h the r i g h t 
t o s t r i k e , and of i n t e r n a l union 
democracy were a t s t a k e . 

I t a l l began when members woke 
up A p r i l 11 t o l e a r n t h a t Daryl Bean, 
v i c e - p r e s i d e r t i n charge of 
c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g , had s i n g l e -
handedly and s e c r e t l y n e g o t i a t e d w i t h 
the t r e a s u r y board a master agreement 
c o v e r i n g most of the 39 b a r g a i n i n g 
u n i t s i n the u n i o n . He had a l s o 
signed l e t t e r s of agreement c o v e r i n g 
pensions and a d e n t a l p l a n . 

Union a c t i v i s t s , l e a d e r s h i p and 
s t a f f a l i k e have been pushing f o r a 
master agreement f a r some t i m e . As 
w e l l , s i n c e most of our members are 
now w i t h o u t a c o n t r a c t — f o r as l o n g 
as two y e a r s — c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g 
i s viewed w i t h some urgency! 

However, the d e t a i l s of t h i s 
agreement were f a r from p a l a t a b l e . 
They i n c l u d e d a t w o - t i e r system 
whereby we would r e t a i n the r i g h t t o 
s t r i k e o n l y on monetary issues ; a l l 
o t h e r demands—tech change, j o b 
s e c u r i t y , h e a l t h and s a f e t y , sexual 
harassment, t o name a f e w — w o u l d go 
t o something c a l l e d " b i n d i n g 
c o n c i l i a t i o n . " I n o t h e r words, no 
s t r i k e . 

The whole deal was t o be signed 
w i t h o u t rank and f i l e r a t i f i c a t i o n . 
When a c t i v i s t s r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e 
union l e a d e r s h i p was prepared t o g i v e 
away t h e r i g h t t o s t r i k e - - a n d w i t h o u t 
any r e g a r d f o r democracy i n order t o 

a r r i v e a t a c o n t r a c t , we m o b i l i z e d 
o v e r n i g h t . 

Ths Ottawa union o f f i c e was 
deluged w i t h t t l e g r a m s , l e t t e r s and 
phone c a l l s ; meetings condemning the 
deal were h e l d i n O n t a r i o and Quebec. 
Del e g a t i o n s were sent t o Ottawa. I n a 
s h o r t t i m e , we were s u c c e s s f u l i n 
g e t t i n g the agreement on pensions and 
the d e n t a l p l a n t a b l e d . And, a t an 
emergency board meeting, w i t h the 
support of a h a n d f u l of the 
p r o g r e s s i v e l e a d e r s h i p , i t was 
decided t o b r i n g the q u e s t i o n of 
member r a t i f i c a t i o n t o the 
c o n v e n t i o n . 

For those of us who had been 
o r g a n i z i n g around women's 
r e s o l u t i o n s , s t r a t e g y a f t e r A p r i l 11 
became more complex. m I t was 
immediately c l e a r t h a t as w e l l as 
l o b b y i n g support and d e v e l o p i n g f l o o r 
f i g h t s f o r a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n , 
daycare, changes t o the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
on sexual harassment and sexual 
o r i e n t a t i o n , we would have t o devote 
enormous energy t o p r o t e c t i n g t h e 
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r i g h t t o s t r i k e , and t o changing the 
l e a d e r s h i p — o t h e r w i s e t h e o r g a n i z i n g 
of women i n our union would have 
l i t t l e meaning. We were concerned, 
though, t h a t our s u p p o r t i v e b r o t h e r s 
might l o s e s i g h t of the need t o 
c o n t i n u e t o m o b i l i z e around women's 
issues i n the f a c e of the i n t e r n a l 
s t r u g g l e . 

P r i o r t o and d u r i n g c o n v e n t i o n , 
the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p of women's 
is s u e s , t h e r i g h t t o s t r i k e , s t r o n g 
c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g and democracy 
was s t r e s s e d a t meetings of the 
p r o g r e s s i v e caucus. Those "of us" 
r u n n i n g f o r l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s 
h i g h l i g h t e d t h e r o l e and demands of 
women i n our l i t e r a t u r e and speeches. 
I n p a r t , I b e l i e v e i t was our 
c o n s i s t e n c y i n making connections 
between issues t h a t made i t p o s s i b l e 
f o r the p r o g r e s s i v e rank and f i l e t o 
emerge from c o n v e n t i o n , not w i t h a 
c l e a r v i c t o r y , but w i t h a new 
s t r e n g t h and u n i t y . 

The convent i o n g o t o f f t o an 
u p r o a r i o u s s t a r t on Monday when an 

emergency r e s o l u t i o n r e j e c t i n g the 
deal was i n t r o d u c e d . We managed t o 
g e t i t on the f l o o r as an emergency 
r e s o l u t i o n , but l o s t the v o t e . By 
t h i s t i m e , the l i n e s between t h e 
r i g h t and the l e f t , between those 
f i g h t i n g f o r a democratic, m i l i t a n t 
u n i on and those a t t a c h e d t o t h e 
concept o f c o n s u l t a t i o n , r a t h e r than 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n , w i t h the employer, 
were p a l p a b l y drawn. As p r o g r e s s i v e 
r e s o l u t i o n a f t e r p r o g r e s s i v e 
r e s o l u t i o n was d e f e a t e d , the r i g h t 
became more g l e e f u l , the l e f t 
d i s p i r i t e d . 

Somewhere around Wednesday, 
women's r e s o l u t i o n s s t a r t e d h i t t i n g 
the f l o o r . The f i r s t proposed 
i n c r e a s i n g t h e e x e c u t i v e management 
committee t o s i x p o s i t i o n s and 
a l l o c a t i n g two of these t o women. 
The debate was h o t , the o p p o s i t i o n 
almost menacing. We l o s t . Then a 
r e s o l u t i o n e n t r e n c h i n g freedom from 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n — i n c l u d i n g gender and 
sexual o r i e n t a t i o n — c a m e up. A 
b r o t h e r who stood up t o amend the 
r e s o l u t i o n t o exclude "sexual 
o r i e n t a t i o n " was unable t o f i n d a 
seconder and was r o u n d l y booed. The 
r e s o l u t i o n passed w i t h a l a r g e 
m a j o r i t y . A f t e r t h a t , a c r u c i a l 
r e s o l u t i o n t o i n c l u d e sexual and 
personal harassment i n the d i s c i p l i n e 
s e c t i o n of the union c o n s t i t u t i o n was 
put on t h e f l o o r , and passed 
unanimously. Not one d e l e g a t e spoke 
a g a i n s t i t , even though t h e r e were 
some who would have i f they c o u l d 
have g o t t e n away w i t h i t . Another 
r e s o l u t i o n s u p p o r t i n g Bonnie 
Robichaud, a member who has been 
f i g h t i n g a case of sexual harassment 
i n the c o u r t s f o r over s i x years [see 
a r t i c l e i n t h i s i s s u e ] , and who has 
r e c e n t l y been suspended from her j o b , 
was a l s o passe; : unanimously. On 
F r i d a y , we passed another r e s o l u t i o n , 
n o t o n l y s u p p o r t i n g r e g i o n a l and 
n a t i o n a l women's conferences, but 
a l s o p r o v i d i n g the necessary funds. 
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I t h i n k t he wi n n i n g of some 
"women's" r e s o l u t i o n s was the t u r n i n g 
p o i n t f o r p r o g r e s s i v e delegates. 
S i s t e r s who had vot e d w i t h the o l d 

boys' c l u b around the d e a l , now, 
somewhat courageously, broke rank 
w i t h the b l o c k v o t i n g o f t h e i r u n i on 
caucuses; or managed t o get t h e i r 
caucuses t o v o t e w i t h us. But 
mo s t l y , i t was t h e momentum we gained 
from r e a l i z i n g we c o u l d win something 
t h a t gave a push t o o r g a n i z i n g f o r 
F r i d a y when we achieved some 
i m p o r t a n t v i c t o r i e s . 

Although D a r y l Bean (he of the 
infamous d e a l ) was e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t , 
we e l e c t e d Susan G i a m p i e t r i , a 
f e m i n i s t and s t r o n g s u p p o r t e r of 
membership involvement and basic 
union p r i n c i p l e s , as second v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t . Her e l e c t i o n was a 
breakthrough f o r rank and f i l e 
c o n t r o l of the union. 

On F r i d a y , p r o g r e s s i v e delegates 
i n t r o d u c e d and passed an emergency 
r e s o l u t i o n c a l l i n g f o r a master 
c o n t r a c t on a l l items (no t w o - t i e r 
system) and w i t h the r i g h t t o s t r i k e . 
T h i s meant t h a t Bean and the 
Executive had t o go back t o t r e a s u r y 
board and demand d i f f e r e n t terms of 
re f e r e n c e f o r c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g 
than those a r r i v e d a t i n camera 
around the d e a l . The passing of t h i s 
r e s o l u t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d a s t r o n g 
rebuke t o the l e a d e r s h i p . 

The employer i s q u i t e l i k e l y t o 
remain r e c a l c i t r a n t around a master 
c o n t r a c t . I n the end we may have t o 
s t r i k e i l l e g a l l y . But a t l e a s t PSAC 
members were abl e t o leave t h i s 
c o n v e n t i o n knowing we had prevented 
our union l e a d e r s h i p from g i v i n g away 
the most basic weapon a v a i l a b l e t o 
the u n i on movement—the s t r i k e . 
Knowing t h a t PSAC had not gone down 
t o d i s g r a c e w i t h i n t he labour 
movement, p r o g r e s s i v e members l e f t 
Ottawa determined t o or g a n i z e over 
the n e x t t h r e e years. There's l o t s 
of changing r e q u i r e d i n our u n i o n — 
but the m i l i t a n t s are on the r i s e ! 

Penni Richmond 

15 

Bonnie Robichaud: 
Still Fighting 

Bonnie Robichaud i s an example of the 
new woman i n the labour f o r c e . A 
v i c t i m of sexual harassment, she has 
fou g h t a f i v e - y e a r b a t t l e t o r e t a i n 
her d i g n i t y as a woman, a worker and 
a t r a d e u n i o n i s t . I t ' s been an 
o r d e a l which would have caused most 
people t o snap. But Robichaud won't, 
and t h a t seems t o make the o l d boys' 
c l u b a l l the more determined t o make 
an example o f her. 

When she s t a r t e d work w i t h the 
department of n a t i o n a l defence i n 
1979, the North Bay mother of f i v e 
beat o ut f o u r t e e n male a p p l i c a n t s t o 
become the f i r s t woman lead hand of a 
c l e a n i n g crew a t the nearby Canadian 
Forces Base. She was e l a t e d , but 
f o u r months i n t o her p r o b a t i o n her 
s u p e r v i s o r , Dennis Brennan, a b u r l y 
ex-policeman, u t i l i z e d h i s p o s i t i o n 
t o s e x u a l l y a s s a u l t her. 

Robichaud kept s i l e n t d u r i n g her 
p r o b a t i o n , then went t o her union 
l o c a l t o g r i e v e Brennan's behavior. 
When i t f a i l e d t o support her, she 
took the case t o the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission. 

I t wasn't u n t i l J u l y 1982 t h a t a 
one-man t r i b u n a l comprised of 
C a r l e t o n law p r o f e s s o r Richard Abbot, 
i n an u n b e l i e v a b l e d e c i s i o n , 
dismissed Robichaud's c l a i m — d e s p i t e 
what he c a l l e d a "severe c r e d i b i l i t y 
problem," w i t h Brennan's t e s t i m o n y . 

I n February 1983 a review 
t r i b u n a l o v e r t u r n e d Abbot's d e c i s i o n 
and found both Brennan and t h e 
defence department g u i l t y . T h i s made 
Robichaud's case unique on two 
counts. I t was the f i r s t time a 
v i c t i m had remained on the j o b under 
the s u p e r v i s i o n of the person who 
as s a u l t e d her; l e g a l l y , i t was a 
landmark because i t h e l d a f e d e r a l 
department l i a b l e f o r damage. 

But i t was a s h o r t - l i v e d 
v i c t o r y . The j u s t i c e department 
i n s t r u c t e d t he t r e a s u r y board t o 
appeal on the defence m i n i s t r y ' s 
b e h a l f . I n December 1984 a Supreme 
Court panel upheld Brennan 1s g u i l t 
but exonerated the defence 
department. 

Brennan has never been d i s c i 
p l i n e d . Robichaud, however, was 
suspended from her j o b w i t h o u t pay or 
reason on May 30 o f t h i s year. Her 
base commander has s a i d she must 
submit t o a p s y c h i a t r i c examination 
and r e c e i v e a clearance from h e a l t h 
and w e l f a r e b e f o r e she can r e t u r n t o 
work. 

Robichaud i s r i g h t l y incensed, 
but s t o c i c a l l y c h a l k s i t up t o 
another shot i n the department's 
i n t i m i d a t i o n campaign. What does 
concern her i s t h a t o t h e r v i c t i m s of 
sexual harassment are being coerced 
i n t o s i l e n c e by the t r e a t m e n t she's 
receie v e d . 
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Robichaud has harsh words f o r 

the Hunan Rights Commission. "They 
haven't g i v e n me any moral s u p p o r t , 
or f o l l o w e d up on ray s i t u a t i o n a t 
work," even though she has made then 
aware of the con t i n u e d harassment. 
" L e f t up t o them, I would have l o s t 
l o n g ago." 

Robichaud's case p o i n t s up the 
f u t i l i t y o f r e l y i n g on human r i g h t s 
l e g i s l a t i o n as a c u r e - a l l f o r 
workplace d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . W o e f u l l y 
u n d e r s t a f f e d and underfunded, 
o f f i c i a l s p o i n t t o t h e i r f o r m i d a b l e 
b a c k l o g of cases. A simple 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n can take up t o a year, 
and i f t h e r e are c o u r t appeals t h e 
commission i s o f t e n r e l u c t a n t t o 
i n c u r t h e expense. 

Robichaud i s l u c k i e r than most 
complainants. Her u n i o n 1 s n a t i o n a l 
o f f i c e , The P u b l i c S e r v i c e A l l i a n c e 
o f Canada (PSAC), has been f o o t i n g 
her l e g a l b i l l s , i n the hundreds of 
thousands. Even so, she has 
p e r s o n a l l y p a i d o u t $2000 t o f i g h t 
the case. Other v i c t i m s have been 
l e f t i n c o n s i d e r a b l e debt when f o r c e d 
t o r e l y on t h e i r own resources. The 
maximum award a t r i b u n a l can make i s 

"Mr. Baker, I've just divorced one of 'Gcd s gills to women.' 
And lor the lime being. I'm returning further packages unopened." 

$5000, a l t h o u g h a d d i t i o n a l 
compensation can be won f o r l o s t 
wages. Even when f i n e s are l e v i e d 
some argue they serve as a l i c e n c e 
f o r employers t o c o n t i n u e 
d i s c r i m i n a t i n g , s i n c e f o r many i t 
would be p r e f e r a b l e t o pay a small 
f i n e than t o enf o r c e the law. 

The newly e l e c t e d head of PSAC, 
Da r y l Bean, has c a l l e d f o r 
strengthened l e g i s l a t i o n a g a i n s t 
harassment t o be i n c l u d e d i n 
employment standards a c t s . This 
would place t h e onus on the employer 
to prove compliance w i t h 
r e g u l a t i o n s . 

U l t i m a t e l y i t i s the employer 
who has prime r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
s a f e t y i n the workplace, and i t ' s the 
government 1 s j o b t o e n f o r c e i t . The 
On t a r i o F e d e r a t i o n of Labour has 
c a l l e d f o r sexual harassment t o be 
compensable under the Workers 
Compensation Act. 

The WCB t u r n e d down a request 
from Robichaud f o r l o s t wages due t o 
s t r e s s - r e l a t e d i l l n e s s . She has 
c i r c u l a t e d a p e t i t i o n a s k i n g the 
board t o r e c o n s i d e r , and f e e l s a 
recent Quebec board award t o an 
harassment v i c t i m w i l l s t r e n g t h e n her 
appeal. 

Meanwhile Robichaud plugs along, 
speaking t o labour and women's 
groups, sending o f f l e t t e r s t o 
p o l i t i c i a n s and the media. She f e e l s 
t h a t even i f the department wins t h i s 
round some v a l u a b l e lessons w i l l have 
been l e a r n e d about boss-worker, male-
female power r e l a t i o n s . 

For t h e labour movement 
Robichaud 1s case unmasks a s e n s i t i v e 
area, p o i n t i n g t o t h e need f o r b e t t e r 
e d u c a t i o n on human r i g h t s i s s u e s . No 
union member should ever have t o 
b a t t l e t h i s k i n d of gri e v a n c e alone. 
No worker should s u f f e r such 
h u m i l i a t i o n i n order t o keep a j o b . 

K e r r y HcCuaig 
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Australian Women 
Fight For Steel 
Jobs 

For t h e past f i v e y e a r s , 34 
predominantly migrant and poor women 
from one of the most impoverished 
towns i n A u s t r a l i a have waged an 
h i s t o r i c f i g h t f o r the r i g h t t o work 
i n s t e e l m i l l s i n Wollongong, New 
South Wales. 

The women c l a i m t h e s t e e l 
company u n l a w f u l l y d i s c r i m i n a t e d 
a g a i n s t them between 1977—when a n t i 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n came i n t o 
e f f e c t — a n d 1980, when i t h i r e d some 
women a f t e r f o r m a l c o m p l a i n t s had 
been lodged w i t h t h e then Counsellor 
f o r Equal O p p o r t u n i t y . 

As a r e s u l t of the u n l a w f u l 
d e l a y i n h i r i n g , some of the women 
were among t h e f i r s t t o be dismissed 
under t h e 11 l a s t - h i r e d , f i r s t - f i r e d " 
p r i n c i p l e when retrenchments began i n 
e a r l y 1983. 

I f the women win and s u r v i v e any 
appeal t o the c o u r t s they w i l l c l a i m 
damages of about $13 m i l l i o n , which 
w i l l l i k e l y have a dram a t i c e f f e c t on 
the wider business community. E i t h e r 
companies w i l l be f o r c e d t o take 
a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n laws s e r i o u s l y , 
or the d e c i s i o n w i l l g a l v a n i z e them 
i n t o a f i g h t a g a i n s t Federal 
a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n laws. 

I f b l u e - c o l l a r women can f o r c e 
open the gates of heavy i n d u s t r y , 
then a l l employers may have t o take 
t h e i r heads out of the sand and 
address the q u e s t i o n o f i n t e g r a t i n g 
t h e i r w o r k f o r c e . 

Laws b a r r i n g women from l i f t i n g 
c e r t a i n weights would no longer be 
ab l e t o be used as a b l a n k e t excuse 

not t o h i r e women; i n s t e a d , companies 
would have t o r e v i s e t h e i r work 
p r a c t i c e s . A win f o r the women c o u l d 
p r o v i d e impetus t o change the weight 
laws t o p r o t e c t men, to o . 

The Wollongong Jobs f o r Women 
campaign, whatever i t s outcome, has 
had a1 profound e f f e c t on the l i v e s of 
the women i n v o l v e d . Women who c o u l d 
speak l i t t l e o r no E n g I i sh have 
learned d u r i n g the campaign t o 
or g a n i z e , a g i t a t e , conduct meetings, 
w r i t e l e t t e r s and l e a f l e t s , and t o 
take c o n t r o l . 

R e p r i n t e d from Women and Work 
(Canberra, V o l . 7, #1, Hay 1985). 
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IMMIGRATION HARASSMENT 
Sharon Hayles i s a young, b l a c k 
Jamalean woman who was de t a ined by 
im m i g r a t i o n a u t h o r i t i e s and placed a t 
the Waldorf A s t o r i a H o t e l i n 
Toronto i n December 1984. While i n 
custody a t the h o t e l , pending a 
h e a r i n g r e g a r d i n g her s t a t u s as an 
Immigrant i n Canada, Sharon charges 
t h a t she was s e x u a l l y harassed and 
s u b j e c t e d t o v e r b a l and p h y s i c a l 
a s s a u l t . 

When Sharon p r o t e s t e d i n v a s i o n s 
of her p r i v a c y by male guards she was 
branded a troublemaker and t o l d i n 
r a c i a l l y abusive terras t o r e t u r n t o 
her own c o u n t r y . 

Because Sharon s u f f e r s f rom 
a l l e r g i e s , she avoided going t o the 
r e c r e a t i o n room, which i s fr e q u e n t e d 
by smokers: she was accused of 
i s o l a t i n g h e r s e l f and having a 
problem s o c i a l i z i n g w i t h the r e s t of 
the d e t a i n e e s . 

While i n custody a t the Waldorf 
A s t o r i a , she became i l l and requested 
a d o c t o r through her im m i g r a t i o n 
c o u n s e l l o r . The a t t e n d i n g p h y s i c i a n 
p r e s c r i b e d m e d i c a t i o n t h a t a p p a r e n t l y 
c r e a t e d a d d i t i o n a l h e a l t h problems. 
Her subsequent requests f o r medical 
a t t e n t i o n were i g n o r e d ; i n s t e a d of 
being a l l o w e d t o see a do c t o r , she 
was accused of being "a problem" and 
taken t o the Metro West D e t e n t i o n 
Centre. 

Sharon's i m m i g r a t i o n c o u n s e l l o r 
managed t o have her r e t u r n e d t o the 
Waldorf A s t o r i a , b ut her p e r s i s t e n t 
requests f o r medical a t t e n t i o n 
c o n t i n u e d t o be ig n o r e d . When guards 
came w i t h o u t warning, saying they 
were t a k i n g her t o t h e d o c t o r , Sharon 
r e s i s t e d b e i n g handcuffed ( n o t having 
been handcuffed b e f o r e ) ; she was 
grabbed and punched, then handcuffed 
and again taken t o the Metro West 

D e t e n t i o n Centre, where she i s s t i l l 
b e i n g h e l d . 

Since her r e t u r n t o the j a i l , 
Sharon 1 s h e a l t h has d e t e r i o r a t e d . 
She i s ve r y depressed and i t appears 
t h a t she i s not r e c e i v i n g adequate 
medical a t t e n t i o n . 

Sharon has s i n c e taken l e g a l 
a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e guards i n v o l v e d 
and, as a r e s u l t , counter charges of 
a s s a u l t have been l a i d a g a i n s t her. 

The Sharon Hayles Defence 
Committee has w r i t t e n t o the m i n i s t e r 
of employment and i m m i g r a t i o n and 
se v e r a l f e d e r a l and p r o v i n c i a l 
government agencies p r o t e s t i n g the 
tre a t m e n t o f Sharon Hayles and 
r e q u e s t i n g an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Lend your support by sending 
l e t t e r s of p r o t e s t t o the m i n i s t e r of 
employment and i m m i g r a t i o n , the 
m i n i s t e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r women's 
i s s u e s , m i n i s t r y of c o r r e c t i o n a l 
s e r v i c e s , m i n i s t r y of h e a l t h and 
ot h e r government agencies t h a t you 
t h i n k should be concerned w i t h t h i s 
case. Being an i l l e g a l immigrant or 
a refugee s e e k i n g s t a t u s i n Canada 
does not j u s t i f y t he v i o l a t i o n of 
basic human r i g h t s . 

I t i s i n v a r i a b l y a c o s t l y 
process t o defend one's r i g h t s , and 
the case of Sharon Hayles i s no 
e x c e p t i o n . We t h e r e f o r e welcome any 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t h a t you can make 
toward her defence. Cheques or money 
or d e r s payable t o the Hayles Defence 
Fund should be sent t o : Sharon 
Hayles Defence Committee, 184 Vaughan 
Road, Toronto, O n t a r i o M6C 2M3. 

The Sharon Hayles Defence Committee 
was convened by the Congress of Black 
Women to b r i n g together a broad base 
of support for Sharon's case. 
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Mohawk Women Resist Pollution 

Women i n Akwesasne, r e f e r r e d t o on 
New York s t a t e maps as the St. Regis 
r e s e r v a t i o n . are l e a d i n g the 
community's f i g h t a g a i n s t the growing 
t h r e a t of t o x i c wastes. A General 
Motors f o u n d r y t h e r e has been issued 
the h i g h e s t f i n e ever by the 
Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency, but 
has r e f u s e d t o pay up or cl e a n up. 
Dumping of PCB's c o n t i n u e d a t l e a s t 
u n t i l 1981, n i n e years a f t e r the 
h i g h l y t o x i c compound was banned. 

I n 1979, t h e Women ' s Dance 
Heal t h P r o j e c t was organi z e d a t 
Akwesasne and o t h e r s i s t e r 
communities. I t t r a n s l a t e s 
t r a d i t i o n a l concepts i n t o p r a c t i c a l 
t o o l s f o r o r g a n i z i n g women around 
community h e a l t h a c t i o n and 
de v e l o p i n g a h e a l t h model based on 
c u l t u r a l r e v i t a l i z a t i o n . 

C e n t r a l t o the p r o j e c t ' s 
p h i l o s o p h y i s a r e v i v a l of m i d w i f e r y 
and b r e a s t f e e d i n g , which h e l p women 
experience more c o n t r o l over t h e i r 
l i v e s i n a way t h a t i s grounded i n 
t h e i r c u l t u r e . Yet because of PCB 
p o l l u t i o n , women are w o r r i e d about 
whether t o b r e a s t f e e d t h e i r babies. 
They need i n f o r m a t i o n t o guide t h e i r 
c h o i c e s . 

As the demanding n e g o t i a t i o n s 
over clean-up and compensation go on. 
Women's Dance i s w o r k i n g t o s e t up a 
br e a s t m i l k m o n i t o r i n g p r o j e c t , 
i n v o l v i n g a broad range of women i n 
the e d u c a t i o n a l and o r g a n i z i n g 
process. 

The emphasis on women's a c t i v e 
involvement encourages people t o 
r e v i v e t h e i r s k i l l s o f o b s e r v a t i o n 
and judgement, making hard choices as 
they decipher a c h e m i c a l l y complex 
w o r l d . As the community's working 
knowledge about environmental h e a l t h 
expands, s t r a t e g i e s develop f o r 
p r e s e r v i n g the land and the 
community. The p r o j e c t f u n c t i o n s not 
on l y t o gather i n f o r m a t i o n , b ut t o 
gath e r s t r e n g t h . 

K a t s i Cook and L i n Nelson 

Women ( n a t i v e and non-native) and 
communily groups who are developing 
s i m i l a r community health p r o j e c t s are 
urged to contact the Akwesasne women 
through K a t s i Cook, 301 S. Clinton 
S t . . Apt.IE, I t h a c a . NY 14850, U.S.A. 
Telephone: (607) 213-4843. 

Reprinted from AFSC Women's 
News letter L i s t e n Real Loud 
(Volume 6. #3, Summer 1985). 
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Frances Young Free on Probation 
A f t e r p l e a d i n g g u i l t y t o a reduced 
charge o f r e c k l e s s homicide, Frances 
Young was sentenced t o f i v e years of 
p r o b a t i o n on c o n d i t i o n t h a t she leave 
Kentucky and e n t e r c o u n s e l l i n g . A 
Nat i v e American, Young had been 
charged w i t h f i r s t degree murder i n 
the s h o o t i n g death of her common-law 
husband, a w h i t e a l c o h o l i c who had 
f r e q u e n t l y abused and beaten her and 
her teenaged son. 

Young decided t o plead g u i l t y t o 
the reduced charge a f t e r a survey 
showed t h a t o n l y one person i n 12 i n 
L o u i s v i l l e would accept the i n c i d e n t 
as s e l f - d e f e n c e . N a t i o n a l and l o c a l 
s upport had a tremendous impact on 
th e case," b e l i e v e d t o be the f i r s t 
i n Kentucky where someone p l e a d i n g 
g u i l t y i n a k i l l i n g was sentenced 
o n l y t o p r o b a t i o n . 

From the AFSC's Women's Newsletter 
(Volume 6, #1, Winter 1985.) 

NORTHERN NOTES: 
On May 1 the Whitehorse Women1 s 
Centre heard t h a t our g r a n t f o r the 
1985-88 f i s c a l year (which began 
A p r i l 1) had been approved by 
s e c r e t a r y o f s t a t e m i n i s t e r Walter 
McLean. T h i s was a s m a l l v i c t o r y 
because i n m i d - A p r i l we had heard 
rumours t h a t the Women's Centre, 
a l o n g w i t h two N a t i v e groups who were 
a l s o a w a i t i n g f u n d i n g from s e c r e t a r y 
of s t a t e , were on E r i c N i e l s e n ' s 
" h i t - l i s t . " A p p a r e n t l y our 
c o n s e r v a t i v e MP down t h e r e i n Ottawa 
had recommended t h a t we not r e c e i v e 
f u l l f u n d i n g . N i e l s e n denied these 
a l l e g a t i o n s of course. 

But i n A p r i l we were a l s o i n t h e 
midst o f a t e r r i t o r i a l e l e c t i o n 
campaign. The Yukon c o n s e r v a t i v e 
incumbents argued t h a t a c o n s e r v a t i v e 
government i n both the Yukon and 
Ottawa would p r o v i d e many goodies, 
economic re c o v e r y and ge n e r a l 
b l i s s f u l n e s s . ( V o t e r s d i d n ' t f a l l 
f o r these sugar-coated b u l l e t s . ) I 
b e l i e v e t h a t one of t h e key f a c t o r s 
i n our c o n t i n u e d f u n d i n g was t h a t the 
f u n d i n g q u e s t i o n was made an e l e c t i o n 
i s s u e . 

The f e d e r a l c o n s e r v a t i v e s woke 
up t o the f a c t t h a t t h e r e was an 
e l e c t i o n campaign g o i n g on i n the 
Yukon and t h a t i t wouldn't make f o r 
good PR t o c u t f u n d i n g f o r t h r e e 
community groups t h a t have a l o t o f 
support from Whitehorse r e s i d e n t s . 

P o l i t i c a l pressure i s e f f e c t i v e 
d u r i n g an e l e c t i o n when votes might 
be a t sta k e . But what about next 
year? 

Although we g o t our f u n d i n g t h i s 
year, a l l i n d i c a t i o n s from the 
BC/Yukon Women's Centers Conference 
r e c e n t l y h e l d i n Vancouver i s t h a t 
c u t s are coming i n 1986, Out o f t h e 
conference we s e t up a BC/Yukon 
Women1 s Centers C o o r d i n a t i n g 

Tories to Cut Women's Centre Funding 
Committee t o lobby s e c r e t a r y of s t a t e 
f o r c o n t i n u e d f u n d i n g and t o a c t as a 
c e n t r a l communications r e l a y f o r 
women's c e n t e r s i n the r e g i o n . 

I n t he meantime t h e Whitehorse 
Women's Centre i s l o o k i n g a t ways we 
can prepare f o r what seems an 
i n e v i t a b l e c u t i n f u n d i n g . I n many 
of t he r u r a l BC towns, the women's 
ce n t e r i s t h e o n l y women's group and 
serves as a t r a n s i t i o n home, rape 
c r i s i s c e n t r e , c o u n s e l l i n g s e r v i c e 

and so on. Cutbacks i n f u n d i n g f o r 
these c e n t e r s w i l l mean the l o s s of 
many s e r v i c e s . The Whitehorse 
Women's Centre p r o v i d e s a l l these 
s e r v i c e s and more on a p a l t r y $33,000 
g r a n t f rom t h e government. I c a l 1 
t h a t a cheap way t o g e t a l o t of 
v a l u a b l e s e r v i c e s . Yet because most 
of t he women's c e n t e r s i n our r e g i o n 
are i n a r u r a l s e t t i n g I am a f r a i d 
t h a t t h e f e d e r a l government might t r y 
t o c u t back i n t h i s area, hoping t h a t 

the p o l i t i c a l uproar won't be as b i g 
as i n the urban c e n t e r s . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r urban 
f e m i n i s t s t o support t h e s t r u g g l e s of 
r u r a l women as we o f t e n f e e l 
p o l i t i c a l l y i s o l a t e d from t h e hub of 
a c t i v i t y . H o p e f u l l y t h i s a r t i c l e 
w i l l promote un d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
issues f a c i n g women i n the r u r a l west 
and n o r t h . 

Jan Langford 

P.S: Yes, we now have a m i n o r i t y NDP 
government i n the Yukon but t h e i r 
a b i l i t y t o put some of t h e i r p o l i c i e s 
and promises i n t o p r a c t i c e has y e t t o 
be seen. 

Graphics t h i s issue from: 

Hot Wire, Network of Saskatchewan 
Women, Breaking t h e S i l e n c e , 
H y s t e r i a , Tapestry, Broadside (New 
Yo r k ) , Women's Education des Femmes, 
T e l l u s , Canadian Women's S t u d i e s , 
Women and Environments, L i s t e n Real 
Loud, I s i s : Women and Media. 

Thanks t o Linda B r i s k i n and J u d i 
Stevenson f o r h e l p i n producing t h i s 
issues of CAYENNE, and t o PRG f o r 
c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t . 
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AIROBI: A Decade in the Balance 
Worlds in Collision? 
W e l l , i t s over. The world's l a r g e s t 
ever g a t h e r i n g of women and the 
women's movement. Most s i g n i f i c a n t , 
over a t h i r d were from the t h i r d 
w o r l d , a dram a t i c i n c r e a s e from e i t h e r 
Mexico or Copenhagen. W i t h i n Kenya, 
many women walked t h i r t y , f o r t y and 
f i f t y m i l e s t o get t o N a i r o b i . 

Over t w o - t h i r d s were t h e r e t o 
a t t e n d t h e non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s (NGO) Forum, and the 
r e s t were a l s o t h e r e as f o r m a l 
d e l e g a t e s t o the U.N. Conference t o 
Review and Appraise the Achievements 
of t he U.N. Decade f o r Women. 

One of the h i g h l i g h t s of N a i r o b i 
was g e t t i n g a glimpse of the changing 
r e l a t i o n o f t h i r d w o r l d feminism t o 
the women's movement. 

In most NGO workshops I a t t e n d e d , 
I came away most impressed by the 
s t r e n g t h and i n s i g h t of the analyses 
coming from t h i r d w o r l d a c t i v i s t s . 
Kamla Basin from I n d i a t a l k i n g about 
the r e l a t i o n (and c o n t r a d i c t i o n ) 
between a c t i v i s t s and t h e o r i s t s as 
p a r t of a panel on " f e m i n i s t t h e o r y " ; 
J i n g P o r t e from the P h i l i p p i n e s 
t a l k i n g about b u i l d i n g a movement of 
women workers as an i n t e g r a l p a r t of 
the workers movement; t h e t h i r d w o r l d 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the l e s b i a n caucus 
d e s c r i b i n g the t e n s i o n s between 
l e s b i a n , f e m i n i s t and l e f t o r g a n i z i n g ; 
the women from C e n t r a l America, t h e 
Middle East, the P h i l i p p i n e s , South 
A f r i c a d e s c r i b i n g the o r g a n i z i n g of 
women w i t h i n n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e s . . and the l i s t went 
on. 

I t ' s n o t the analyses t h a t 
r e p r e s e n t a change: most of us have 
been s u f f i c i e n t l y humbled by t h e 
i n s i g h t of women who d a i l y b a t t l e 
a g a i n s t a l e v e l of oppression we 
cannot even imagine. S t i l l I don't 
t h i n k I expected t o hear d i s c u s s i o n s 

t h a t spoke so d i r e c t l y t o issues t h a t 
we g r a p p l e w i t h (and o f t e n a v o i d 
g r a p p l i n g w i t h ) here. 

I'm n ot sure we've f u l l y grasped 
how much the experiences of T h i r d 

: 
World feminism have t o o f f e r , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n h e l p i n g us t o t h i n k 
through some of the roadblocks we ' re 
f a c i n g . Too o f t e n we read 
" i n t e r n a t i o n a l news" as s i m p l y t h a t , 

The c l i m a t e i n N a i r o b i i s q u i t e 
d i f f e r e n t from Copenhagen. I n 1980 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e 
was much le s s r e a c t i o n a r y and 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l than i t i s today. 

Mexico C i t y was the beginning; 
Copenhagen was t o be a major 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n e x e r c i s e . And i t was. 

Much i s made of what d i d n ' t 
happen a t Copenhagen. Much r e g r e t 
has been expressed a t the l a c k of 
u n i t y , the absence of "consensus". 
But consensus around what? 

There were over 8000 women i n 
Copenhagen, every one of them 
i n d i v i d u a l r e g i s t r a n t s , even i f some 
were members of c o a l i t i o n s , workshop 
p a r t i c i p a n t s , c e l e b r i t i e s or resource 
persons. 

I n Copenhagen we saw a wide 
v a r i e t y : the f i r s t l a d y o f j u s t -
l i b e r a t e d Zimbabwe, young women i n 
chadors e x p l a i n i n g t h e i r own and 
t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s p o s i t i o n , a band of 
y o u t h f u l musicians from I r a q ; 
roaming, i n d e f a t i g a b l e v i d e o crews; 
s i n g l e monthers w i t h babes i n arms; 
the Gray Panthers; the Coyotes; one-
woman r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; 
r e s e a r c h e r s and a n a l y s t s from Western 
academia, from A s i a , A f r i c a and L a t i n 
America ; craftswomen from coopera
t i v e s i n Togo and Benin, w o r k i n g -
c l a s s women and peasants from the 
mines and the h i g h l a n d s of South 
America; emerging p o l i t i c i a n s from 
the new n a t i o n s of the South P a c i f i c 
w i t h names s t i l l u n f a m i l i a r t o most 
of the w o r l d . . . Papua New Guinea, 
Vanuatu „ . . and n a t i o n s of t h e 

Caribbean. There they crossed paths 
w i t h l eaders of Western feminism, 
S a n d i n i s t a s and P o l i s a r i o a c t i v i s t s , 
s o c i a l workers and v i l l a g e l e aders 
from r u r a l America and r u r a l I n d i a 
and r u r a l A f r i c a . 

E i g h t thousand and t h i r t y - t h r e e 
women . . . every woman l o o k i n g f o r 
an audience . . . every woman a p a r t 
of another audience. Here i n N a i r o b i 
t h e r e a r e 10,000 p l u s , w i t h the same 
goa l s . And of course t h e r e were men 
a t Copenhagen, as t h e r e a r e today. 
Never b e f o r e and not sin c e have so 
many women and so many agenda items 
met i n a f r e e forum t o cross purposes 
and f i n d common ground. F i v e years 
l a t e r , some of the same and many new 
women are here t o t e s t the s a f e t y of 
t h a t common ground, i n N a i r o b i . . 
i n a T h i r d World c o u n t r y , an A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r y . 

For the women who venture 
t o N a i r o b i , the c h a l l e n g e w i l l be t o 
assess, a c c u r a t e l y , the power w i t h i n 
the w o r l d community o f women and t o 
devise ways o f h a r n e s s i n g t h a t power 
to r e - e n e r g i z e the movement . 
fo r w a r d . There can be no one 
s t r a t e g y , no s i n g l e a l t e r n a t i v e , 
because a l t h o u g h t h e r e are common 
r o o t s of women's oppression and 
e q u a l i t y , one woman's l i b e r a t i n g 
t r u t h can be another woman ' s 
d e s t r u c t i o n . That i s why consensus 
i s n ot p o s s i b l e . Understanding can 
be. 

N i t a Barrow, Convenor, NGO Forum 
Opening Session, J u l y 10, 1985 

what's going on somewhere e l s e , and 
not as the experience of women who are 
s t r u g g l i n g w i t h many of t h e same 
problems, and p o t e n t i a l . 

Not so long ago i t seemed t h a t 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s were alone i n 
t r y i n g t o b u i l d b r i d g e s between T h i r d 
World ( p a r t i c u l a r l y L a t i n American) 
women and a c t i v i s t s i n North America. 
We f e l t caught between two c r i t i q u e s . 
T h i r d w o r l d women were s k e p t i c a l about 
the women's movement i n North America: 
from a l l media r e p o r t s , and some f i r s t 
hand c o n t a c t , our movement looked 
middle c l a s s , p r i v i l e g e d , and s e l f -
seeking . While i n North America many 
f e m i n i s t s h e l d the view t h a t i f women 
weren't f i g h t i n g " l i k e us" and on the 
same issue s , they weren't r e a l l y 
f e m i n i s t s . 

That uneasy r e l a t i o n s h i p has been 
s h i f t i n g , i n l a r g e p a r t as a r e s u l t of 
the growing involvement (and demands) 
of T h i r d World and women of c o l o u r 
w i t h i n the women's movement, and of 
f e m i n i s t s i n the s o l i d a r i t y movement. 
There i s now a much wider r e c o g n i t i o n 
t h a t , f o r example, s t r u g g l e s f o r 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n cannot be seen as 
separate from f e m i n i s t issues and 
demands as we know them. And perhaps 
more i m p o r t a n t l y , we've learned i t i s 
not our p r e r o g a t i v e t o decide what i s 
and i s n ' t f e m i n i s t . 

The J u l y e d i t o r i a l i n R i t e s (a 
Canadian l e s b i a n and gay newspaper), 
t a l k e d about the importance of 
o r g a n i z i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . Speaking 
t o l e s b i a n women and gay men, they 
s a i d , "We have the p o s s i b i l i t y t o 
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develop a more g l o b a l movement—-one 
t h a t moves beyond the boundaries of 
n a t i o n - s t a t e s t o open up space i n 
which t o e x p l o r e the d i v e r s i t y of our 
l i v e s . I t c o u l d be the beg i n n i n g of a 
movement which not o n l y recognizes the 
concerns of l e s b i a n s and gays i n the 
T h i r d World and l e s b i a n s and gays of 
c o l o u r , b ut one which i s i n t e g r a l l y 
d e f i n e d by these experiences." 

There i s no doubt t h a t the 
women's movement i s a t a d i f f e r e n t 
p o i n t i n terms of being an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l movement, but I t h i n k 
the counsel i s e q u a l l y v a l i d f ' . 
us. A f t e r a l o t of prodding by T h i r d 
World women, as w e l l as by immigrant, 
n a t i v e and women of c o l o u r w i t h i n our 
own communities, we have made headway 
i n l e a r n i n g t o resp e c t and a c t i v e l y 
support the s t r u g g l e s of women i n the 
T h i r d World. But now th e r e ' s another 
s t e p t o take. 

Women's movements i n T h i r d World 
c o u n t r i e s have grown tremendously i n 
the l a s t t e n years. T h i r d w o rld women 
have taken the f e m i n i s t ideas and 
t h i n k i n g t h a t ' s come from our 
movements, had years of experience of 
f i g h t i n g b a t t l e s i n very d i f f e r e n t 
c o n t e x t s , and now are ready t o r e f l e c t 
on and share how they see feminism and 
f e m i n i s t issues. I n so doing they are 
p r o v i d i n g a new bas i s f o r the 
development of f e m i n i s t and s o c i a l i s t 
f e m i n i s t h e o r y and p r a c t i c e . I hope 
we are prepared t o l i s t e n . I t ' s 
e s s e n t i a l i f we are going t o b u i l d a 
t r u l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l movement. I t a l s o 
may prove i m p o r t a n t f o r g e t t i n g over 
h u r d l e s here. 

Lynda Yanz 

MAKING CONTACT.... <j 
TO Lintc WOMEN WORLDWIDE. 

The NGO Forum: 
Beyond Appearances 

Somewhere between 12 and 15,000 women 
from around the w o r l d came t o N a i r o b i 
i n J u l y t o t a l k p o l i t i c s (god-
f o r b i d ) . The range of p o l i t i c s was 
wid e r than a n y t h i n g I c o u l d have 
imagined ; and i t made f o r many 
s u r p r i s e s . I s t i l l c r i n g e 
remembering how I f e l t when I 
r e a l i z e d t h a t the n i c e , p a t i e n t woman 
who I managed t o f i n d workshop space 
f o r was i n f a c t the P h y l l i s S c h a f l e y 
o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n r i g h t t o l i f e 
movement. I f e l t s i c k and oh so 
l i b e r a l . 

Pre-conference m a t e r i a l s 
warned would-be p a r t i c i p a n t s not t o 
expect a conference conference. The 
Forum was t h e r e f o r a l l 12,000 of us 
t o use i n whatever ways we c o u l d . 
Not s u r p r i s i n g l y the r e s u l t was 
a jamboree t h a t seemed t o be 
happening t o t a l l y o u t of c o n t r o l of 
everyone. 

The main program c o n s i s t e d of 
over 1000 workshops. Then t h e r e was 
the "peace t e n t " t h a t i n c l u d e d 
d i s p l a y s , d i s c u s s i o n s and c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , a continuous c u l t u r a l 
program, a "tech and t o o 1 " f a i r 
i n c l u d i n g workshops and d i s p l a y s of 
" a p p r o p r i a t e technology" from around 
t h e w o r l d , a f i l m f e s t i v a l organized 
by NFB ' s S t u d i o D, and two markets 
where Kenyan women s o l d c r a f t s . 
Something f o r every woman. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y nobody had arranged 
d i s p l a y space f o r t h e m i l e s and mil e s 
of m a t e r i a l s , p o s t e r s , a r t , c r a f t s , 
and e x h i b i t i o n s t h a t women brought. 
I n t y p i c a l make-do f a s h i o n groups 
began spreading t h e i r wares on the 
lawn of the u n i v e r s i t y c o u r t y a r d , 
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When I got back from N a i r o b i I was 
amazed a t how l i t t l e f r i e n d s here had 
heard abr what went on. I t seems 
t h a t i n the eyes of our media N a i r o b i 
w arranted n e i t h e r s e r i o u s r e p o r t i n g 
or a n a l y s i s . F i r s t , most press 
d i s c r e d i t e d both events (and by 
i m p l i c a t i o n the women's movement) 
because of the h i g h l e v e l of chaos. 
("Can't you women be p r o f e s s i o n a l ? " ) 

Secondly, and much more 
dangerously, the media has been u s i n g 
what happened i n N a i r o b i t o promote 
the r e a c t i o n a r y view t h a t the women's 
movement (and a l l "good" f e m i n i s t s ) 
i s b e i n g t h r e a t e n e d by what Linda 
Hurst i n the Toronto S t a r c a l l e d " a 
small but i n c r e a s i n g l y vocal 
m i n o r i t y " t h a t want t o t a l k p o l i t i c s 
i n s t e a d of women's issues. 

I g et angry when I read those 
r e p o r t s . The Forum a mad-house: how 
could i t have been a n y t h i n g else? 
Twelve thousand p l u s women i n a T h i r d 
World c i t y t he government of which 
would have p r e f e r r e d we had never 
come. 

Given t h e i r u n o f f i c i a l s t a t u s , 
Forums a r e c o n s t a n t l y a t the whim of 

d e c i s i o n s made e l s e w h e r e — b y the 
U. N. , by host governments, e t c . The 
o r g a n i z i n g committee has no say i n 
th e dates (which the U.N. changed 
t w i c e i n the l a s t year) o r l o c a t i o n . 
Although the f a c t t h a t the Forum took 
place i n A f r i c a was p o l i t i c a l l y very 
i m p o r t a n t f o r the women1 s movement, 
the Kenyan government 1 s l a c k of 
support exacerbated the 
d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . Throughout the 
p l a n n i n g and the Forum the s t e e r i n g 
committee (and i n p a r t i c u l a r N i t a 
Barrow) had t o n e g o t i a t e i t s way 
through endless b u r e a u c r a t i c hassles 
and r o a d b l o c k s : c e n s o r s h i p 
r e g u l a t i o n s , l i m i t a t i o n s on evening 
a c t i v i t i e s , and most p r o b l e m a t i c — 
space t o meet, space f o r workshops, 
space f o r d i s p l a y s , accomodation. 

Funding was another major 
hassle. U n t i l v e r y r e c e n t l y i t was 
unc l e a r whether t h e r e were s u f f i c i e n t 
funds t o c a r r y the event o f f . 
Si x t e e n months ago N i t a s t a r t e d 
knocking on f u n d e r s ' doors w i t h a 
grand t o t a l of $1,200 i n the bank. 
No funds are f o r t h c o m i n g from the UN 
f o r these " a l t e r n a t i v e events" even 
though t h e y ' r e recognized as more 
dynamic and c e r t a i n l y as i m p o r t a n t as 
the " o f f i c a l conference." 

The l a c k of funds plagued the 
p l a n n i n g t h r o u g h o u t . For one t h i n g , 
i t meant t h a t most of the work f o r 
the conference was done on a 
v o l u n t e e r b a s i s . Think of i t : 
o r g a n i z i n g and c o o r d i n a t i n g an event 
f o r 12,000 women w i t h one or two p a i d 
s t a f f and d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z i n g 
committees working i n N a i r o b i , Geneva 
and New York. 

The p o i n t i s n o t t o j u s t i f y t he 
d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . Many p a r t i c i p a n t s 
were r i g h t f u l l y angry a t the chaos 
and d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . L i m i t e d 
t r a n s l a t i o n s e r v i c e s meant t h a t o n l y 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g women got a chance 
t o p a r t i c i p a t e , f u l l y . We a l l l o s t 
o ut aa a r e s u l t . O r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
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problems a r e never simply t h a t , 
whether or not i t ' s i n t e n d e d , they 
i n e v i t a b l y have p o l i t i c a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s , which serve the 
i n t e r e s t s o f the l a r g e r , more 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l groups who have access 
t o s i m p l e t h i n g s l i k e p a i d 
o r g a n i z e r s , l o n g d i s t a n c e telephone 
c a l l s , t e l e x s , good m a i l s e r v i c e s , 
e t c . I t i s those p o l i t i c a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s t h a t we need t o 
understand, n ot have the media use 
" d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n " as a means of 
d i s m i s s i n g the whole event. 

But i t i s the r e p o r t i n g o f a 
" d i v i s i o n " between p o l i t i c s and 
feminism t h a t i s most menacing. I f 
indeed we can make any o v e r a l l 
statements about what N a i r o b i , we 
must s t a t e l o u d and c l e a r t h a t 
N a i r o b i r epresented an overwhelmingly 
l o u d r e j e c t i o n o f the view t h a t 
women's s t r u g g l e s are separate from 
o t h e r p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e s , t h a t they 
can ever be separate from the 
r e a l i t i e s o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e , racism 
and n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 

C h a r l o t t e Bunch opened a panel 
d i s c u s s i o n on "What i s Feminism?" by 
r e c a l l i n g an i n c i d e n t a t t h e 
Copenhagen Forum i n 1980. "The Forum 
newspaper chose as the quote f o r the 
day 'to t a l k feminism t o a woman who 
has no water, no home and no food i s 
to t a l k nonsense.' That became a 
m o b i l i z i n g p o i n t . 

"We saw i t as a challe n g e t o 
f e m i n i s t s around the w o r l d t o change 
the concept of feminism from being a 
l u x u r y i t e m f o r the e l i t e , r a t h e r 
than as a mass movement. 

"Feminism cannot be separated 
from p o l i t i c s . Every issue i s a 
woman's i s s u e . " I don't t h i n k you'd 
f i n d many disagreements from t h e 
vas t m a j o r i t y of women i n N a i r o b i . 

I t s hard t o b e l i e v e t h a t any 
woman came away from N a i r o b i r e a l l y 
b e l i e v i n g t h a t the problems had t o do 
w i t h m i x i n g p o l i t i c s and feminism. 

S u r e l y we're c l e a r e r t h a t "problems" 
are the r e s u l t o f s e r i o u s p o l i t i c a l 
disagreements, and an i n e v i t a b l e p a r t 
of s o c i a l movements as d i v e r s e as 
ours. 

The p r i v i l e g e o f being i n 
N a i r o b i was hav i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y 
f i r s t hand o f h e a r i n g women t a l k 
about t h e i r l i v e s , t h e i r o p p r e s s i o n , 
t h e i r s t r u g g l e s and t h e i r dreams. 
There i s n o t h i n g more p o w e r f u l than 
h e a r i n g women weave t o g e t h e r the 
r e a l i t y o f t h e i r p ersonal l i v e s and 
p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e s . Some of t h i s 
happened i n the workshops ; The more 
i m p o r t a n t c o n n e c t i n g , f o r me i n any 
event, took place more i n f o r m a l l y as 
women s t r u g g l e d t o l e a r n from each 
o t h e r . That may sound h o p e l e s s l y 
romantic but I r e a l l y b e l i e v e t h a t 
most women went t o N a i r o b i w i t h a 
t h i r s t t o l e a r n about the l i v e s o f 
women i n o t h e r p l a c e s , t o connect 
w i t h them. That seems one i m p o r t a n t 
and p o l i t i c a l outcome. 
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The q u e s t i o n s t h a t keep coming 
up now ar e : was i t wort h i t ? Should 
we do i t again? I t w i l l take a long 
time b e f o r e we can answer t h a t . 
F i r s t we need the assessments from 
the d i f f e r e n t groups and 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s who w i l l e v a l u a t e 
the Forum from the r e f e r e n c e p o i n t of 
t h e i r p r i o r i t i e s . S o l i d a r i t y groups. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l networks. The peace 
movement. What was accomplished? 
What wasn't? Why? 

My sense was t h a t those groups 
who went t o N a i r o b i w i t h a c l e a r 
sense of what they wanted t o 
accomplish g ot most out of i t . 
Needless t o say s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s 
were n o t an organized f o r c e . Of 
course, many of the best o r g a n i z e r s 
and t a c t i c i a n s t h e r e were s o c i a l i s t s . 
But t h e r e were o n l y two sessions t h a t 
a c t u a l l y focused on s o c i a l i s t 
feminism, one organi z e d by the t h i r d 
w o r l d women's network DAWN, the o t h e r 

by the Norway Women's F r o n t . 
( H o p e f u l l y we'11 have those s t o r i e s 
next i s s u e ? . . . ) 

I t ' s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l t h a t 
as a movement we begin t o draw up a 
balance sheet on an event t h a t c o s t 
so much: i n terms o f t i m e , energy and 
money. We can assume t h a t f u n d i n g 
agencies are go i n g t o be on the 
r e t r e a t , f e e l i n g they can r e s t on the 
l a u r e l s of t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
" N a i r o b i " . 

And how does N a i r o b i , t he 
Conference and Forum, f i g u r e i n the 
realm of wo r l d p o l i t i c s ? What was 
being acted out there? Who won? 

The q u e s t i o n i s where we go from 
here. We've had a chance t o come 
t o g e t h e r as an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
movement: i t ' s a growing r e a l i t y . 
How do we use i t t o move f o r w a r d the 
s t r u g g l e f o r peace, development and 
e q u a l i t y ? 

Lynda Yanz 

North American and European f e m i n i s t s 
were d e f i n i t e l y the bystanders i n a 
s e r i e s of workshops orga n i z e d by "the 
DAWN group." Each s e s s i o n was packed 
w i t h 400 t o 500 women, and gave v o i c e 
t o the experiences, p e r s p e c t i v e s , and 
d i f f e r e n c e s among women o r g a n i z i n g i n 
the T h i r d World. Most i m p o r t a n t l y , ' 
i t p r o v i d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r T h i r d 
World women t o connect w i t h each 
o t h e r . 

DAWN stands f o r Development 
A l t e r n a t i v e s w i t h Women f o r a New 
Era. The network of a c t i v i s t s , 
r esearchers and p o l i c y makers are 
committed t o d e v e l o p i n g a l t e r n a t i v e 
analyses and methods t o " a t t a i n 
economic and s o c i a l j u s t i c e , peace 
and development f r e e from a l l forms 

of oppression by gender, c l a s s , race 
and n a t i o n . " 

DAWN began as a T h i r d World 
f e m i n i s t i n i t i a t i v e a t a meeting i n 
Bangladore, I n d i a i n August 1984. 
The meeting brought t o g e t h e r a group 
of women from A f r i c a , t he Middle 
East, A s i a , L a t i n America, the 
Caribbean, the P a c i f i c , Europe and 
the US t o share a s i m i l a r c r i t i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e on development i s s u e s . 

From Bangladore the group 
decided t o produce a paper (which 
grew i n t o a s m a l l book) t o s y n t h e s i z e 
the experience of women w i t h 
development, h i g h l i g h t the impact of 
the g l o b a l p o l i t i c a l , economic and 
c u l t u r a l c r i s i s on women and propose 
a l t e r n a t i v e v i s i o n s and s t r a t e g i e s . 
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DAWN was one of the most v i s i b l e 
networks o p e r a t i n g a t the Forum. 
T h e i r sessions i n c l u d e d panels on: 
the e f f e c t s of g r o w t h - o r i e n t e d 
development ; the g l o b a l p o l i t i c a l , 
economic and c u l t u r a l c r i s i s ; 
a l t e r n a t i v e v i s i o n s ; f e m i n i s t 
pub1i s h i ng and women i n p u b l i s h i n g , 
w r i t i n g as a subversive a c t i v i t y ; t he 
p o l i t i c s o f f u n d i n g ; and s o c i a l i s t 
feminism. 

You can w r i t e Development 
A l t e r n a t i v e s w i t h Women f o r a New 
Era, c/o t h e I n s t i t u t e of So c i a l 
S t u d i e s T r u s t , S.M.M. Theatre 
C r a f t s B u i l d i n g , 5 Deen Dayal 
Upadyay Marg., New D e l h i 110 002, 
I n d i a . 

a w f t a yuh nuh cow 

dem c a l l yuh laydy 
seh f i h ack genkle and sweet 
but j u s f i h show 

cause dem cum ome 
an dem waan d i h food 
a l l cook an reddy 
den pan t o p ah dat 
dem waan yuh mek 
pickney s t a n steddy 

yuh wuk l i k e a auss 
day i n 
an day out 
den dem waan yuh l u v dem 
evvy n i t e 
t i a d o ut 

ooman g i t t u p 
owtah d i h bed 
an from ovah d i h stove 
now 
eekwal pay an b i r t k a n t r o l 
wlh e l p yuh mek i t 
sum ow 

Ah d r i Zhina Mandiela 

This poem i s from A h d r i Zhina's f i r s t 
book, Speshal Rikwes, p u b l i s h e d by 
SISTER VISION, Black Women & Women of 
Colour Press. I t i s from a s e c t i o n 
d e s c r i b e d as "an immediate crash 
course" i n t h e language and rhy t h m i c 
s t y l e o f dub p o e t r y . A h d r i Zhina 
suggests i n her i n t r o d u c t i o n , "Don't 
j u s t read [ i t ] ; p l a y i t w i t h your own 
voic e and hear t h e music!!!" 
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The I.G.A. in Toronto 
The I n t e r n a l ional Gay Association's 1985 conference was held in Toronto this 
J u l y 1-6. At the sol i d a r l t y workshop a motion that was put forward to express 
support of Iibe rat ion s t r u s s les , fai led . The motion c o n s i s t e d of four p a r t s , 
the f i r s t of which was a calt to support a l l I I b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s , the second 
and third mentioning Nicaragua and El Salvador s p e c i f i c a l l y , and the f o u r t h 
c a l l i n g for l e t t e r s of condemnation to be sent to r e s p e c t i v e governments. 
Only the first part was a c t u a l l y passed, but that with an amendment that made 
it conditional on the l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s ' s support of gay r i g h t s . The Third 
World Lesbian Caucus of the JGA met a f t e r the o f f i c i a l conference was over and 
passed the r e s o l u t i o n r e p r i n t e d below. It w i l l have to be taken up by the IGA 
next year. SMASHING BORDERS — OPENING SPACES 

RESOLUTION OF THE THIRD WORLD LESBIAN CAUCUS 

Whereas : 

— t h e IGA i n t e n d s t o be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e s b i a n and gay community; 
— t h e oppression of T h i r d World l e s b i a n s and gay men cannot be separated from 
the s t r u g g l e s of our people a g a i n s t U.S. and European i m p e r i a l i s m and r a c i s t 
oppression of our b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s i n South A f r i c a ; 
— a l l the r e s o l u t i o n s i n support of C e n t r a l America and South A f r i - c a n 
l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s were voted down a t the IGA p l e n a r i e s ; 
— c a u c u s e s f o r T h i r d World l e s b i a n s and gay men were scheduled e i t h e r i n 
c o n f l i c t w i t h IGA p l e n a r i e s or a f t e r a l l p l e n a r y sessions were over; 
— T h i r d World l e s b i a n s and gays, e s p e c i a l l y l e s b i a n s , are g r o s s l y 
underepresented i n t h i s conference ( i . e . , t h e r e was o n l y one T h i r d World 
l e s b i a n d e l e g a t e p r e s e n t ; ) 

We demand t h a t : 

1) each IGA conference o r g a n i z i n g committee e s t a b l i s h and support a T h i r d 
World caucus as p a r t o f the o r g a n i z i n g committee t o i n s u r e t h a t T h i r d World 
needs and T h i r d World issues are addressed throughout the conference; 
2) the IGA c o n t i n u e to encourage and support spaces f o r T h i r d World people 
o n l y . T h i r d World workshops and T h i r d World people's caucuses a t f u t u r e IGA 
conferences; 
3) a t the end of each IGA conference, the T h i r d World caucus be i n v i t e d t o 
prepare and d i s t r i b u t e an e v a l u a t i v e r e p o r t from T h i r d World people r e g a r d i n g 
the IGA conference. This e v a l u a t i o n w i l l be passed on t o the o r g a n i z e r s of 
the f o l l o w i n g conference; 
4) a T h i r d World S e c r e t a r i a t be cre a t e d i n which l e s b i a n s and gay men are 
e q u a l l y represented ; 
5) p r i o r i t y i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n of t r a v e l funds t o b r i n g delegates t o IGA 
conferences be gi v e n t o T h i r d World l e s b i a n s and gay men; 
6) the IGA support the s t r u g g l e s f o r l i b e r a t i o n being waged by our s i s t e r s 
and b r o t h e r s i n C e n t r a l America and South A f r i c a . 
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I N T E R V I E W : — — 
"A Question of Survival" 
Nelly J i l s u y a , a l e s b i a n a c t i v e in 
Peru, vas the one Third World l e s b i a n 
de legal e sponsored by the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Gay A s s o c i a t i o n to 
attend the annual conference held 
J u l y 1985 in Toronto. She is part of 
the Grupo de Aulo-Concienc ia Lesbiana 
Feminista (Group for Lesbian Feminist 
Self-Awareness) in Lima. ftarie 
Lorenzo spoke to her about her life 
in Peru . 

Q: What i s the c u r r e n t p o l i t i c a l and 
economic s i t u a t i o n i n Peru? 

NJ : W e l l , we have a tremendous 
f o r e i g n debt, which i s i n l a r g e p a r t 
a t t r i b u t a b l e t o the economic 
r e p r e s s i o n t h a t s t i l l goes on. Al s o , 
they have stepped up r e p r e s s i o n i n 
the u n i v e r s i t i e s . Repression i s 
c a r r i e d o ut by the m i l i t a r y w i t h the 
s a n c t i o n of the government. Many 
people disappear, and we know they 
are b e i n g h e l d p r i s o n e r . I n these 
cases, the v i c t i m s are u s u a l l y n ot 
p e r m i t t e d phone c a l l s ; even when they 
are they are not t o l d where they are 
so t h e i r c o n t a c t has t o search a l l 
the j a i l s f o r them. Many women are 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y raped i n j a i l . Anyone 
can be a r r e s t e d a t any time t o v e r i f y 
i f they are a t e r r o r i s t or not ; and 
you are assumed g u i l t y u n t i l proven 
i n n o c e n t . 

Since 1980, we have had a 
supposedly democratic government. We 
j u s t had e l e c t i o n s i n A p r i l , and the 
p a r t y t h a t won power i s c e n t r i s t , 
though the government as a whole i s 
r i g h t - w i n g . 

Q: What o p p o s i t i o n i s t h e r e t o t h e 
government? 

NJ: There i s a recognized l e g a l 
o p p o s i t i o n , which i s c a l l e d the 

Un i t e d L e f t . And then t h e r e i s the 
unrecognized o p p o s i t i o n which i s 
l a r g e l y made up of e x t r e m i s t groups. 
This o p p o s i t i o n i s more... v i o l e n t , 
i f you l i k e . 

Q: What a r e the c o n d i t i o n s f o r 
wo r k i n g c l a s s and poor women i n Peru? 

NJ: Many women i n these classes are 
v e r y independent. U s u a l l y t h e r e i s 
no f a m i l y i n the sense o f f a t h e r , 
mother, and c h i l d . Very o f t e n women 
are s o l e s u p p o r t e r s of l a r g e 
f a m i l i e s . T h i s i s v e r y common. 

And t a k e t h e q u e s t i o n of 
r e p r o d u c t i o n . Most f a m i l i e s are 
q u i t e l a r g e because women i n Peru 
don't have access t o c o n t r a c e p t i o n . 
A b o r t i o n i s i l l e g a l . I t c o s t s a l o t 
of money, so f o r most women a b o r t i o n 
i s i n a c c e s i b l e . .. u n l e s s , of course, 
you g e t a home a b o r t i o n , which i s 
a l s o v e r y common. I f you are a woman 
of middle or upper s t r a t a , i t i s 
n a t u r a l l y easy t o g e t an a b o r t i o n . 
One o f the c u r r e n t debates around 
a b o r t i o n i s t h a t i t i s a r i g h t f o r 
m i d d l e - c l a s s women o n l y , w h i l e i t i s 
poor women who d e s p e r a t e l y need the 
access. 

From another p e r s p e c t i v e 
a l t o g e t h e r , the Manuela Ramos 
Movement r e c e n t l y undertook a l a r g e 
campaign t o dis s e m i n a t e c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o women. Lack of 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s the main problem i n 
Peru. From t h e i r study i t t u r n s out 
80* of the women who had taken the 
i n f o r m a t i o n d i d n ot want t o go on any 
form o f b i r t h c o n t r o l . They wanted 
to be a b l e t o a v o i d sex. The 
c o n c l u s i o n reached by the Manuela 
Ramos Movement was t h a t i t was a way 
f o r women t o say no t o sexual 
r e l a t i o n s they d i d n ot e n j o y — m o s t of 
these women had never had an orgasm. 

Marriage i s not t h a t popular i n 
the poor c l a s s e s . I t i s ve r y common 
i n Peru t o l i v e communally, and i t 
was a t r a d i t i o n i n a n c i e n t Peru. I t 
i s common t o s e t up what are seen as 
t r a n s i e n t arrangements. There are 
many more s i n g l e mothers i n these 
c l a s s e s , and t h e r e a r e many cases of 
f a t h e r s abandoning t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 
And whether a couple i s l e g a l l y 
m a r r i e d or n o t , i t takes a long time 
to go through the red tape t o get 
c h i l d s u p p o r t ; t h e c o u r t s are clogged 
up. 

Q: What i s the women's movement l i k e 
i n Peru? 

NJ: The f e m i n i s t movement i s about 12 
years o l d now. You can't r e a l l y c a l l 
i t a movement i n the sense t h a t i t 
does n o t c o n t a i n masses of women. 
But t h e r e are many women's 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and, f u r t h e r m o r e , a l 1 
of us get t o g e t h e r . I t used t o be 
once a month, and now we're resuming 
t h a t again. We meet as a f e m i n i s t  
movement. 

A l s o , t h e r e are many women who 
do what amounts t o f e m i n i s t work, but 
who do n o t c a l l themselves f e m i n i s t s . 
For example, women w o r k i n g i n the 
b a r r i o s who or g a n i z e themselves as 
women, or g a n i z e daycares, e t c . 

Q: How i s t h i s f e m i n i s t movement 
organized? 

NJ : I n Peru i t ' s not l i k e here [ i n 
Canada] where t h e r e are many groups 
t h a t o r ganize around s p e c i f i c i s s u e s . 
For example, we have the Peruvian 
Women's Centre F l o r a T r i s t a n t h a t 
organizes a c t i o n s i n v a r i o u s areas. 
There i s the Manuela Ramos Movement, 
which i s a l a r g e r group; they a l s o 
organize a c t i o n s i n many areas. But 
a t t he l e v e l of t h e f e m i n i s t 
movement, t h e r e have been v a r i o u s 
commissions s t r u c k which c o n t a i n 
women r e p r e s e n t i n g d i f f e r e n t groups. 
For example, t h e r e i s the p o l i t i c a l 
commission, and i t works w i t h i n the 
p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t d u r i n g e l e c t i o n s , 
and so on. Then t h e r e i s the 
r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s commission, the 
commission on v i o l e n c e , and 
o t h e r s . . . 

And t h i s breaks down b a r r i e r s , 
because you end up work i n g w i t h women 
from the d i f f e r e n t groups and t h e r e 
i s more communication. 
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Q: What i s the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
the f e m i n i s t movement and the l e f t -
wing i n Peru? 

NJ : I a c t u a l l y d o n 1 1 have a l o t of 
i n f o r m a t i o n about the l e f t , but I 
would say t h a t i n general the 
f e m i n i s t movement works w i t h the l e f t 
around s p e c i f i c i s s u e s . 

Many of the women now i n v o l v e d 
i n t h e f e m i n i s t movement are ex-
m i l i t a n t s of l e f t groups. This i s 
p r e c i s e l y a p o i n t which o f t e n causes 
c o n f l i c t s , you know, t h i s q u e s t i o n of 
the double a c t i v i s t , i . e . being a 
m i l i t a n t i n the f e m i n i s t movement and 
i n a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y or group. I n 
o t h e r words, i t i s t h e problem o f 
where t o put your p r i o r i t i e s . And 
many o f these women have l e f t these 
groups because they d i d not see the 
groups c l e a r l y take up the problem o f 
women. And of course, these groups' 
i n t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s very s e x i s t 
. . . t h e women would end up b e i n g 
the s e c r e t a r i e s and making the c o f f e e 
f o r the meetings... t h a t k i n d o f 
t h i n g . 

Q: How d i d l e s b i a n s begin o r g a n i z i n g 
i n Peru? 

NJ : I t ' s been v e r y r e c e n t ; we have 
heard t h a t t h e r e have been o t h e r 
a t t e m p t s i n the p a s t , but i t has been 
ve r y d i f f i c u l t f o r us t o uncover our 
h i s t o r y . The o n l y t h i n g we know, and 
we've found t h i s o ut through t a l k i n g 
w i t h o l d e r women, i s t h a t t h e r e was a 
group o r g a n i z e d about t h r e e years 
ago, made up of anywhere between 20 
and 50 women, depending on whom you 
t a l k t o . I t was inte n d e d t o p r o v i d e 
f i n a n c i a l support t o l e s b i a n s who 
were e x p e r i e n c i n g economic 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , t h e r e were a l o t of 
s i n g l e mothers, and so on. I t h i n k 
t h a t group l a s t e d , a t the most, e i g h t 
months. 

So, now t h e r e i s the group t o 
which I c u r r e n t l y belong, which i s 
the Grupo de Auto-Conciencia de 
Lesbianas F e m i n i s t a s , or GALF. Many 
of us had p r e v i o u s l y been p a r t of 
f e m i n i s t groups. And what we found 
was t h a t people d i d not want t o deal 
w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t we e x i s t e d as 
l e s b i a n s . And o t h e r s would p r o t e s t 
when we t r i e d t o b r i n g up l e s b i a n 
i s s u e s . 

For example, I was p a r t o f a 
women's c o f f e e house and I wanted t o 
do a workshop on l e s b i a n i s m . But we 
c o u l d n ' t reach a consensus, because 
some women were opposed t o the idea. 
And t h i s i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t 
t h e r e was a l o t of i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
t o p i c a t the t i m e . 

So, when we saw t h a t the i ssue 
was n o t being r a i s e d i n any of the 
e x i s t i ng groups, we began t o get 
t o g e t h e r . Our f i r s t aim was t o be a 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s i n g group, because 
we s i m p l y had no i n f o r m a t i o n a t a l l . 
So, p a r t l y i t was designed t o 
exchange personal experiences, p a r t l y 
f o r i n f o r m a t i o n - s h a r i n g . For about 
e i g h t months we c o n c e n t r a t e d on our 
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s m a l l group (which f l u c t u a t e d between 
e i g h t and f o u r t e e n p e o p l e ) . We j u s t 
met by o u r s e l v e s and d i d n ' t 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n any e x t e r n a l 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

Then something happened w i t h i n 
the group, and we had t o shut down 
the c o f f e e house. We became a b i t 
d i s h e a r t e n e d . Not w i t h the group 
i t s e l f , b ut w i t h o t h e r t h i n g s , l i k e 
the c o f f e e house, and some personal 
c o n f 1 i c t s . We 1ve s t a r t e d meeting 
r e g u l a r l y a g a i n ; we needed t o . 

T h i s time we have decided t o 
take on d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f work i n 
a d d i t i o n t o c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s i n g . 
The f i r s t t h i n g we decided t o do was 
put out a n e w s l e t t e r , because we 
wanted t o reach more people, and i t 
was something we c o u l d do e a s i l y 
o u r s e l v e s . Through the n e w s l e t t e r we 
have a t t r a c t e d more i n t e r e s t . Now 
t h e r e i s Increased i n t e r e s t among 
f e m i n i s t groups i n d i c u s s i n g the 
e x i s t e n c e of l e s b i a n s and l e s b i a n i s m . 
So we are t r y i n g t o organize a 
workshop w i t h h e t e r o s e x u a l f e m i n i s t s . 
On the o t h e r hand, we have a l s o been 
meeting w i t h a group o f about 50 
women who p l a y soccer. We've been 
meeting w i t h them and t a l k i n g about 
o r g a n i z i n g a workshop. 

Q: What i s your experience w i t h the 
" s t r a i g h t " f e m i n i s t movement? 

NJ: W e l l , t h e r e a r e many aspects t o 
t h a t q u e s t i o n . Many f e m i n i s t s are 
homophobic. But, we are f e m i n i s t s , 
to o . We are not d i s a s s o c i a t e d from 
the f e m i n i s t movement. And we work 
t o g e t h e r on s p e c i f i c issues. For 
example, I am on the Reproductive 
Rights Commission. And I t h i n k i t i s 
im p o r t a n t t h a t t h e r e be a l e s b i a n 
present on a l l these commissions. 

We have r e c e i v e d m a t e r i a l 
support from the f e m i n i s t movement; 
f o r example, p u t t i n g o ut t h i s 
n e w s l e t t e r was made p o s s i b l e by 

women's groups. They p r o v i d e d i n k 
and s t e n c i l s and mimeo'd i t f o r u s — 
though a t our i n s i s t e n c e . 

I t h i n k t h e r e has been an 
opening, but I would c a l l i t an 
i n t e l l e c t u a l opening. I n p r a c t i c e i t 
i s o f t e n c o n t r a d i c t e d . For i n s t a n c e , 
t h e r e i s v e r y l i t t l e coverage of 
issues o f concern t o l e s b i a n s i n 
f e m i n i s t p e r i o d i c a l s . And on the 
o t h e r hand, t h e r e i s s t i l l a g r e a t 
f e a r of the word " l e s b i a n " ; even 
f e m i n i s t s f e a r i t because they s t i l l 
f e a r b e i n g l a b e l l e d a bunch of 
l e s b i a n s . 

Q: Your o r g a n i z a t i o n i s underground; 
can you t e l l us why? 

NJ : W e l l , t h e r e a r e many reasons, 
and d i f f e r e n t reasons f o r d i f f e r e n t 
people, not one of the l e a s t b e i n g 
our r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o our f a m i l i e s . 
I n Peru, and i n many p a r t s of L a t i n 
America, the f a m i l y c o n t i n u e s t o be a 
major source o f emotional s u p p o r t , 
and i n many cases our p r i n c i p a l 
economic sup p o r t . Then t h e r e i s the 
q u e s t i o n o f our o t h e r p o l i t i c a l 
a f f i l i a t i o n s . Many women f e a r l o s i n g 
t h e i r membership i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . Other cases have t o do 
w i t h work. As i t I s , i n Peru I t i s 
d i f f i c u l t f o r a woman t o f i n d a j o b ; 
i f you're a l e s b i a n , i t ' s c o m p l e t e l y 
unacceptable. 
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I t ' s a q u e s t i o n of s u r v i v a l . 
Given these enornous o b s t a c l e s , we 
j u s t c o u l d n ' t cone out and s u r v i v e . 
I t would be s u i c i d e . And i n l a r g e 
p a r t t h i s i s due t o the f a c t t h a t we 
do not y e t have a l a r g e movement, a 
base, whether i t be f e m i n i s t or gay 
or l e s b i a n , t h a t c o u l d support us... 
supposing we were f i r e d from work, 
f o r example. So, we f e e l t h a t t h i s 
i s n o t t h e r i g h t t i m e . 

Q: And t h a t a p p l i e s t o the group as 
a whole? 

NJ: Yes. For i n s t a n c e , t h i s l a s t 
l e s b i a n and gay p r i d e day, we had a 
b i g debate about whether we should 
p a r t i c i p a t e p u b l i c l y as a group or 
no t , g i v e n t h a t t h e r e was a chance 
the mass media would be t h e r e and i t 
would be broadcast t o a l l of Lima. 

There a r e women i n the group t h a t 
are prepared t o come out t o t h e mass 
media, but s i n c e o t h e r s were n o t , we 
decided n ot t o come out as a group. 

Of course, we are out t o o t h e r 
f e m i n i s t groups and t o gay men1 s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and i t i s i n t h i s 
m i l i e u and i n t h e bars t h a t we 
p r i m a r i l y d i s t r i b u t e our n e w s l e t t e r . 
There are v a r i o u s gay ba r s , and one 
has a women's n i g h t on F r i d a y n i g h t s , 
so we t r y and do outr e a c h t h a t way. 

Q : Do l e s b i a n mothers bear any 
a d d i t i o n a l r i s k s i n Peru? For 
i n s t a n c e , are they ever i n danger of 
l o s i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n ? 

NJ : Not r e a l l y . As I mentioned 
b e f o r e i t i s v e r y common f o r women t o 
be p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n , and when parents s p l i t up 
the f a t h e r s would never f i g h t f o r 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n l On t h e c o n t r a r y . 
And i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e so f u l l t h a t 
they do not pose a t h r e a t . I t I s not 
the same as i n Western c o u n t r i e s . 

But t h e r e i s a g r e a t stigma 
a t t a c h e d t o being a p u b l i c l e s b i a n , 
of course, and t h e stigma i s c a r r i e d 
down t o t h e c h i l d r e n . For i n s t a n c e , 
t h e r e was a 50 - y e a r ~ o l d l e s b i a n we 
met who had an 18-year-old daughter. 
We wanted t o i n t e r v i e w her but even 
though we assured her we would not 
p u b l i s h her name, she was a f r a i d f o r 
her daughter. Not f o r h e r s e l f , b ut 
v e r y a f r a i d f o r her daughter. The 
daughter was j u s t a p p l y i n g t o 
u n i v e r s i t y and she was a f r a i d t o 
endanger her chances i n any way. 

I don't know many o t h e r l e s b i a n 
mothers besides myself, and we 
c e r t a i n l y haven't begun t o or g a n i z e 
o u r s e l v e s around t h a t aspect of our 
l i v e s . Lesbian o r g a n i z i n g i s s t i l l 
t oo new, and we s t i l l have much t o do 
j u s t d e a l i n g w i t h the broader i s s u e s . 
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Q: What 
f u t u r e ? 

a r e GALF's goals f o r the 

NJ: W e l l , I t h i n k the most i m p o r t a n t 
t h i n g f o r us now i s t o c r e a t e a base 
f o r o u r s e l v e s , t o r a i s e people ' s 
consciousness about the r e a l i t y of 
homosexual oppr e s s i o n , and t o 
i d e n t i f y the source of t h a t 
o p p r e s s i o n . I t w i l l take an enormous 
amount of s k i l l and energy t o achieve 
t h i s ; and i t must be done b e f o r e we 
can a c t u a l l y take on any a c t i o n 
d i r e c t e d a t t h i s h e t e r o s e x i s t 
s o c i e t y . We may take on ot h e r 
t h i n g s , b ut t h i s i s our p r i o r i t y . 

( t r a n s l a t e d by Marie Lorenzo) 

TAK£ BACK *V 
TH£ NIGHT. 

( T o r o n t o ) 

The March: F r i d a y , September 13 a t 
7:00 p.m.. Queen's Park; 
c h i l d c a r e from 6:00 p.m. 
to m i d n i g h t a t 519 Church 
St.; c o f f e e house a t 519 
a f t e r the march. 

The Dance: Saturday, September 14 
at The P a r t y Centre, 167 
Church S t.; $6 a t the 
door, or pay what you 
can; $5 i n advance from 
the Women's Bookstore, 
SCM Bookroom (pay what 
you c a n ) , or Glad Day 
Books. For i n f o and 
c h i l d c a r e c a l l 964-7477. 
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A f t e r about a year and a half of work 
WISCA is in the process of evaluating 
our mandate and d i s c u s s i n g how we can 
best use our l i m i t e d womanpower in 
the s e r v i c e of women in Central 
America and the s o l i d a r i t y movement . 
Because all of us are involved in 
p o l i t i c a l work with other groups, we 
have some of the disadvantages of a 
c o a l i t i o n without one of the 
important b e n e f i t s : a large pool of 
people to draw on when work has to be 
done . 

At this point it is c l e a r that 
we w i l l have to make some choices 
about p r i o r i t i e s in our work, but the 
d i s c u s s i o n about those choices is 
s t i l l in process. One element which 
w i l l continue to characterize WISCA, 
whatever the concrete tasks we 
undertake, is our conviction that the 
s t r u g g l e is a l l one. 

To underline that c o n v i c t i o n , in 
this i s s u e we go beyond our usual 
" t u r f " to Chile, with a s a l u t e to the 
Committee of Democratic Women. 

This September I ! marks the 
t w e l f t h anniversary of the m i l i t a r y 
coup in Chile. During the past f i v e 
years CODEM, the Committee of 
Democratic Women, has been a p i v o t a l 
organization in the r e s i s t a n c e to the 
Pinochet d i c t a t o r s h i p . In homage to 
the Chi lean people's twelve years of 
s t r u g g l e and to CODEM's five years as 
the organized voice of women in it, 
we are p r i n t i n g the following, from 
the anniversary issue of CODEK'S 
newsletter, VAMOS MUJER ( L e t ' s Go, 
Woman). 

CODEM: Five Years of Resistance 

T h i s September 11 warks t h e t w e l f t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e m i l i t a r y coup i n 
C h i l e . D u r i n g the past f i v e years 
CODEM, t h e Committee of Democratic 
Women, has been a p i v o t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the r e s i s t a n c e t o the 
Pinochet d i c t a t o r s h i p . I n homage t o 
the Chilean people's t w e l v e years o f 
s t r u g g l e and t o CODEM's f i v e years as 
the org a n i z e d v o i c e of women i n i t , 
we a r e p r i n t i n g t he f o l l o w i n g , from 
the a n n i v e r s a r y i s s u e of CODEM'S 
n e w s l e t t e r , VAMOS MUJER ( L e t ' s Go, 
Woman) 

CODEM was born f i v e years ago. I t i s 
a women's o r g a n i z a t i o n mainly 
composed of pobladoras. Our purpose 
i n o r g a n i z i n g was t o m o t i v a t e women 
i n shantytowns, the most m a r g i n a l i z e d 
women, t o or g a n i z e and become 
conscious of the s o c i a l problems i n 
the c o u n t r y a t t h a t t i m e . Women from 
s e v e r a l areas met i n a c h u r c h — t h e 
m a j o r i t y were C h r i s t i a n s and t h e i r 
commitment was p a r t of t h e i r idea of 
r e l i g i o u s f a i t h ; some were nuns. 

We began by p u b l i s h i n g the 
N e w s l e t t e r — i t came out by t h e end of 
the f i r s t month...the f i r s t run was 
800 c o p i e s , because i t was f o r March 
8 — I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Day. 

Our e a r l i e s t work was i n the 
area of h e a l t h ; we organi z e d a huge 
campaign a g a i n s t the p r i v a t i z a t i o n o f 
the h e a l t h care system, w i t h l e t t e r s 
t o t he M i n i s t r y of Heal t h and a c t i o n s 
i n h o s p i t a l s and p o l y c l i n i c s . We got 
up a t s i x a.m. t o go t o the c l i n i c s 
and hand o ut pamphlets. This work 
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c u l m i n a t e d i n a p e t i t i o n t o the 
M i n i s t e r of H e a l t h a s k i n g f o r a 
meeting w i t h him. We got f o u r 
thousand names, but he never answered 
and we never got our meeting. 

The f i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's 
Day we c e l e b r a t e d as CODEM we were 
going t o go t o a union l o c a l along 
w i t h o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s , but when we 
go t t h e r e the cops had closed the 
f a c t o r y . We went elsewhere and set 
out on a march. The r e p r e s s i o n was 
h o r r i b l e and many were a r r e s t e d . 

I n 1981 t h e r e was the January 14 
occ u p a t i o n . There we t a l k e d about 
the a s p i r a t i o n s of the o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
i t s concerns f o r t h e problem of women 
as a s o c i a l s e c t o r i n our co u n t r y . 
There were a l o t of d i f f i c u l t i e s , but 
we encouraged women t o j o i n and 
understand the importance of 
o r g a n i z i n g , s i n c e t h a t was how t o 
educate about the r i g h t s and 
s t r u g g l e s of women and of the people 
i n g e n e r a l . 

These have been f i v e hard years, 
w i t h many ups and downs, but they 
have g i v e n us a r i c h experience which 
has a l l o w e d us t o grow as an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n and as women. Together 
we have l e a r n e d what i t means t o 
cr e a t e a women's o r g a n i z a t i o n under a 
savage d i c t a t o r s h i p such as has never 
before been seen i n our c o u n t r y . 

We have had t o f i g h t 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t women i n times 
when we are a l l , both men and women, 
denied the most fundamental r i g h t s , 
i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t t o our own l i v e s . 
This has strengthened us, because i t 
i s easy f o r everyone t o understand 
our c a l l t o s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p , b ut t h e r e are people 
who do not understand t h a t when we 
c a l l f o r the r i g h t s of women we are 
not d i v i d i n g b ut adding t o the 
s t r u g g l e . 

Because when we s t r u g g l e t o f r e e 
women from the domestic s l a v e r y 
imposed on us by t h i s p a t r i a r c h a l 
s o c i e t y , when we s t r u g g l e t o be able 

t o o r g a nize a l o n g w i t h o t h e r women 
who share our problems and ha r d s h i p s , 
we are f i g h t i n g so t h a t h a l f t h e 
people, the s i l e n t h a l f u n t i l now 
l i m i t e d t o t h e r o l e of companion, can 
become a p r o t a g o n i s t i n the s t r u g g l e 
f o r our r i g h t s . 

I n these f i v e years we have seen 
t h a t s p e c i f i c a l l y women's problems 
e x i s t , t h a t poor women are aware of 
them, and t h a t i n u n i t y women l e a r n 
t o i d e n t i f y and s t r u g g l e t o r e s o l v e 
our problems. E q u a l i t y w i t h men, the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of men i n c h i l d r e a r i n g 
and domestic la b o u r , adequate sex 
edu c a t i o n , are as im p o r t a n t t o women 
as the r i g h t s t o work, h e a l t h , and 
educ a t i o n . 

Al 1 t h i s we have expressed i n 
our p l a t f o r m o f s t r u g g l e . A l l t h i s 
has c o n t r i b u t e d t o our growth and 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n . We women have been i n 
the f o r e f r o n t i n t h e task of c r e a t i n g 
u n i t y i n the a n t i - d i c t a t o r i a l f o r c e s . 
We have f o r g e d a c o o r d i n a t i n g body 
f o r women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a po w e r f u l 
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* WE'RE ALL GOING-
1 b HAVE t o G i v e 

Wftfti* arc y 

weapon i n the s t r u g g l e f o r democracy. 
Our c e l e b r a t i o n of I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Women's Day, March 8, demonstrates t o 
the d i c t a t o r s h i p t h a t the Chilean 
people i s on the march and t h a t we 
women a r e determined t o win a place 
i n t h e f r o n t ranks of the s t r u g g l e t o 
put an end t o r e p r e s s i o n and death 
and b u i l d a new democracy i n which we 
ou r s e l v e s e l e c t the government. . . 

Fi v e years ago, i n 1980, we had 
al r e a d y had s i x years of 
d i c t a t o r s h i p , t h a t i s , of r e p r e s s i o n , 
s u f f e r i n g , f e a r , and a l s o of 
s t r u g g l e , because we Chileans never 
accepted what the mi 1 i t a r y and the 
b o u r g e o i s i e imposed on us; from the 
day of the coup t h e r e were those who 
stood up t o the oppressors, many, too 
many, a t the cost of t h e i r l i v e s . . . 

E x i l e , t o r t u r e , disappearances, 
these were c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of those 
years. Since i n those days p o l i t i c s 
was l a r g e l y c a r r i e d on by men, the 
m a j o r i t y of the dead and imprisoned 
were men, and so mothers, wives, 
daughters, many of whom had u n t i l 
then l i v e d o n l y f o r t h e i r homes, 
determined t o demand j u s t i c e f o r 
t h e i r dead or imprisoned r e l a t i v e s , 
and t o demand t r u t h about the 
disappeared. 

At the same t i m e , the economic 
model imposed by the Chicago Boys 

brought unemployment and p o v e r t y t o 
the homes o f workers. There, t o o , 
women put t h e i r shoulders t o the 
wheel. With the support of the 
Church, workshops, communities, 
committees of r e l a t i v e s of t h e 
disappeared arose, a l l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n which women took on r o l e s 
p r e v i o u s l y reserved f o r men. 

By 1977 the popular movement was 
a l r e a d y b e g i n n i n g t o undergo a 
r e a c t i v a t i o n , and the f i r s t g r e a t 
s t r u g g l e was the r e l a t i v e s o f the 
disa p p e a r e d 1 s campaign demanding t o 
know what had happened t o t h e 
disappeared. The o r g a n i z a t i o n which 
was the major p r o t a g o n i s t a t t h i s 
p o i n t i n the s t r u g g l e , the F a m i l i e s 
of Disappeared P r i s o n e r s , was lead by 
women. 

That r e a c t i v a t i o n c o n t i n u e d , and 
the p o p u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n s began t o 
recover t h e i r autonomy. The b i r t h o f 
CODEM was an exp r e s s i o n of t h i s 
process. 
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The Canada-wide "Tools f o r Peace 
campaign t o r a i s e a i d f o r Nicaragua 
i s growing, and so i s Nicaragua's 
need. T h i s campaign began i n 1981 
when a group of B.C. t r a d e u n i o n i s t s 
c o l l e c t e d over $25,000 worth of 
f i s h i n g equipment t o send t o 
Nicaragua. Since then the campaign 
has grown t o n a t i o n a l p r o p o r t i o n s . 
The 1983 e f f o r t r e s u l t e d i n a m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s w o r t h of a i d , and i n 1984 i t 
was 1.5 m i l l i o n . 

The 1985 campaign i s g e t t i n g 
s t a r t e d e a r l i e r than usual because of 
Nicaragua's i n c r e a s i n g need of both 
m a t e r i a l a i d and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s o l i d a r i t y . A l r e a d y endorsers are 
being sought and a p r e l i m i n a r y 
f u n d r a i s i n g l e t t e r i s being mailed 
out . As i n the p a s t , the campaign 
w i l l r u n t h r o u g h the f a l l . Around 
mid-December, a f t e r a few days of 
h i g h - s p i r i t e d and somewhat f r e n z i e d 
packing and c r a t i n g , the goods 
c o l l e c t e d here w i l l be shipped t o 
Vancouver and from t h e r e go by boat 
t o Nicaragua. 

Once again we w i l l be sending a 
wide v a r i e t y of goods. E v e r y t h i n g , 
i n c l u d i n g t y p e w r i t e r s , sewing 
machines, a g r i c u l t u r a l implements, 
t o y s , paper, o f f i c e s u p p l i e s , and 
medical equipment and s u p p l i e s , w i l l 
be sent. But i n a d d i t i o n t o these, 
t h i s year's campaign w i l l f ocus on a 
number of s p e c i f i c Canada- wide 
p r o j e c t s aimed a t edu c a t i n g the 
Canadian p u b l i c about the c r i t i c a l 
s i t u a t i o n i n Nicaragua, w h i l e t r y i n g 
t o meet some of the c o u n t r y ' s most 
p r e s s i n g needs. 

The f i r s t p r o j e c t i n v o l v e s 
r a i s i n g money t o buy consumer goods 
i n s h o r t supply as a r e s u l t of the 

U.S. t r a d e embargo. Items l i k e 
t o i l e t paper, t o o t h p a s t e , soap, and 
l i g h t bulbs are v i r t u a l l y u n a v a i l a b l e 
i n Nicaragua r i g h t now. The second 
p r o j e c t i s t o c u i . I emergency 
s u p p l i e s f o r the v i c t i m s of the 
c o n t r a aggression, and the f i n a l one 
i s t o g a t h e r basic e d u c a t i o n a l 
s u p p l i e s t o a i d Nicaragua's 
unswerving advance i n e d u c a t i o n . Our 
hope i s t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s and groups 
w i l l be able t o p l u g i n t o one of 
these t h r e e p r o j e c t s . 

The campaign began w i t h 
fishermen r a i s i n g goods t o h e l p t h e i r 
Nicaraguan c o u n t e r p a r t s , and i n t h a t 
s p i r i t i t c o n t i n u e s t o encourage 
s e c t o r a l l i n k s . Last year, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , a farmers' b r i g a d e from 
A l b e r t a r a i s e d goods f o r Nicaraguan 
farmers, and t h i s year i n Toronto 
Tools f o r Peace i s f a c i l i t a t i n g the 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of e l e c t r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l s f o r a bri g a d e of Canadian 
e l e c t r i c a l workers who w i l l be 
workin g i n a p r o j e c t i n Nicaragua 
next year. The medical equipment and 
s u p p l i e s r a i s e d here by groups such 
as Medical A i d t o Nicaragua (MATN) go 
to h e l p h o s p i t a l s and c l i n i c s i n one 
of the s t r o n g e s t s e c t o r a l l i n k s 
developed w i t h i n Tools f o r Peace. 

F i n a l l y , and most i m p o r t a n t l y , 
we encourage f i n a n c i a l donations 
(which are t a x r e c e i p t a b l e ) . We 
a n t i c i p a t e t h a t even more money and 
goods w i l l be r a i s e d t h i s year as 
Canadians respond t o the l a t e s t o f 
U.S. a t t e m p t s ( t h e economic embargo 
and a i d t o the c o n t r a s ) t o undo the 
gains of the R e v o l u t i o n . 

I f you would l i k e more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , or i f you are i n t e r e s t e d 
i n b e i n g c o n t a c t e d when v o l u n t e e r s 
are needed, please phone V a l e r i e 
E n d i c o t t a t 536-7722 ( u n t i l the end 
of A u g u s t ) . A f t e r t h a t c a l l Oxfam 
(961-3935) or LAWG (533-4221) f o r our 
new o f f i c e number. 

V a l e r i e E n d i c o t t 
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The Committee f o r the Detained-
Disappeared i n Guatemala (CDGUA) i s a 
Toronto group which supports the 
e f f o r t s o f the Mutual Support Group, 
which i s comprised mainly of the 
mothers, wives, s i s t e r s , and 
daughters of t h e disappeared 
d e t a i n e e s i n Guatemala. CDGUA 
pu b l i s h e s a b u l l e t i n o f i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the s i t u a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s and disappeared persons i n 
Guatemala, and about c u r r e n t 
campaigns on t h e i r b e h a l f . R i g h t now 
they are u r g e n t l y a s k i n g f o r 
s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t he Mutual Support 
Group i n r e p u d i a t i n g t he T r i p a r t i t e 
Commission's i n s u l t i n g r e p o r t on the 
disappeared which covered up the r e a l 
s i t u a t i o n . CDGUA i s r a i s i n g money t o 
pay f o r open l e t t e r s i n the 
Guatemalan press. Both i n d i v i d u a l s 
and groups are urged t o s i g n the 
l e t t e r s o f s o l i d a r i t y . To 
c o n t r i b u t e , or t o f i n d out more about 
CDGUA, w r i t e : Committee f o r the 
Detained-Disappeared i n Guatemala, 
P.O. Box 421, S t a t i o n F, Toronto, 
O n t a r i o , M4Y 2L8. 

A 
WISCA i s pleased t o announce the 
re l e a s e of WE ARE AMNLAE, an 
i n t e r v i e w w i t h P a t r i c i a Lindo of 
the Nicaraguan Women's A s s o c i a t i o n . 
The b o o k l e t , a c o - p u b l i c a t i o n of 
WISCA and the P a r t i c i p a t o r y 
Research Group, c o n t a i n s more than 
a dozen photographs and covers such 
t o p i c s as g r a s s r o o t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n t he l e g i s l a t i v e process, women 
and m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , t he r e -
e v a l u a t i o n o f domestic l a b o u r , and 
Nicaragua's new p a t e r n i t y and 
nur t u r a n c e laws. I t i s a v a i l a b l e 
from PRG and DEC, both a t 229 
College S t r e e t . $3.50. 

I f you'd l i k e t o know more about 
Women i n S o l i d a r i t y w i t h C e n t r a l 
America, w r i t e us a t 229 College 
St. , 3rd f 1. , T o r o nto, O n t a r i o , M5T 
1R4 
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A Question of Si lence 
W r i t t e n and D i r e c t e d by Marleen 
G o r r i s , 1981 

"A Question of S i l e n c e " i s a Dutch 
f i l m about a v e r y uncommon theme i n 
the v i s u a l a r t s or l i t e r a t u r e : 
women1 s rage a g a i n s t men. I t t e l l s 
an i n t r i c a t e s t o r y of f o u r women who 
at the o u t s e t of the f i l m have never 
met. By the end o f t h e f i l m each has 
r i s k e d her f u t u r e , and t h r e e have 
gambled t h e i r v e r y l i v e s on the 
s t r e n g t h of what connects them t o one 
another as women. 

S t a r t i n g w i t h the opening scene 
we are faced w i t h a yawning chasm 
between male and female c h a r a c t e r s . 
Two people are l y i n g on a s o f a . He 
i s t he lawyer, r e a d i n g a tome w i t h 
the f a m i l i a r i n t e n s i t y of a man who 
1 i ves t o work. She i s the 
p s y c h i a t r i s t , r e s t l e s s l y i n a t t e n t i v e 
to her book, s n u g g l i n g c l o s e r t o him 
f o r t h e r e l i e f o f l o v i n g c o n t a c t . He 
pushes her away. S y m b o l i c a l l y , the 
l i n e s o f incomprehension between the 
genders are drawn. 

The p s y c h i a t r i s t , Ms. Van den 
Bos, i s c a l l e d t o g i v e her ex p e r t 
o p i n i o n on the s a n i t y of t h e accused 
i n a b i z a r r e murder. Three women 
have beaten a bo u t i q u e owner t o 
death. " I t s an open and shut case," 
says t h e lawyer on t h e i r way t o the 
j a i l , " t hey don ' t deny a t h i n g . Of 
course t h e y ' r e i n s a n e — y o u can spot 
women l i k e them a hundred m i l e s 
away." 

Ms. Van den Bos i s i r r i t a t e d by 
hi s assumptions. "The boutique 
owner," she probes, " was i t a man or 
a woman?" "A man." She pauses t o 
grasp i t , and then w i t h a f l a s h of 
i n t u i t i o n she asks the key qu e s t i o n 
of t he f i l m : "Could., i t have been a 
woman?" He doesn 11 understand : 
"That's an i r r e l e v a n t q u e s t i o n — i t 
wasn't a woman." Gender i r r e l e v a n t , 

when t h r e e o r d i n a r y women k i l l a man 
they d i d n 1 t know, l e a v i n g h i s 
g e n i t a l s unrecognizable? Hardly. 

The t h r e e p e r p e t r a t o r s are 
a c h i n g l y f a m i l i a r types : C h r i s t i n e , 
the i s o l a t e d suburban housewife, 
whose f u r i o u s husband demands of Van 
den Bos, "How co u l d she do t h i s t o me 
( s i c ) ? She had n o t h i n g t o do a l l day 
except keep the k i d s q u i e t . " Janine, 
the sexy e x e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r y , q u i e t l y 
r u n n i n g the business f o r a s e l f -
absorbed boss, who c a n 1 1 f i g u r e o ut 
hi s appointment schedule once she i s 
gone. Ann, the loud-mouthed l a u g h i n g 
w a i t r e s s i n a run-down c a f e , s l i n g i n g 
hash f o r t h e boys, and ducki n g t h e i r 
j i b e s about her manless s t a t e . 

When Van den Bos a r r i v e s t o do 
her p s y c h i a t r i c assessment, Janine i s 
h o s t i l e and c y n i c a l l y r e j e c t i n g of 
t h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the male 
j u s t i c e system. Ann i s v o l u b l e w i t h 
the excitement of so much a t t e n t i o n . 
C h r i s t i n e has taken r e f u g e i n 
complete s i l e n c e . B i t by b i t the 
murder scene u n f o l d s i n f l a s h b a c k . 
C h r i s t i n e d e f i a n t l y s h o p l i f t i n g . The 
boutique owner's r i g h t e o u s 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n . The shock of 
C h r i s t i n e ' s r e f u s a l t o a p o l o g i z e and 
s l i n k away l i k e t h e good g i r l she 
" r e a l l y " i s . The wave o f e x c i t e d 
r e b e l l i o n touched o f f i n Janine and 
Ann. They push him. His face i s 
t r a n s f i g u r e d w i t h f e a r . He f a l l s . 
Blow by d e l i b e r a t e blow they k i l l 
him. 

The murder scene i s uncompromis
i n g l y b r u t a l , l e t t i n g no one mistake 
the aroused b l o o d l u s t . The v i o l e n c e 
by men a g a i n s t women i s a commonplace 
of t he s i l v e r screen, b ut these 
reverse images have r e s u l t e d i n g r e a t 
a g i t a t i o n among viewers. Those 
unable t o accept the scene are n e a t l y 
c o r r a l l e d w i t h t h e uncomprehending 
observers i n s i d e t h e f i l m : o f course 
the women a r e insane. Or i n f i l m 
c r i t terms : these women have no 
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m o t i v a t i o n f o r t h i s crime. No d i r e c t 
m o t i v a t i o n , perhaps. But t h e i r l i v e s 
are m o t i v a t i o n a p l e n t y , i f o n l y the 
idea of i n c h o a t e female rage were not 
so u n t h i n k a b l e . 

A book by h i s t o r i a n Ann Jones 
c a l l e d Women Who K i l l documents t h e 
same c u l t u r a l b l i n d n e s s : women who 
a c t o u t a g a i n s t men can o n l y be 
understood as insane. I n the cases 
she quotes o f rape, abandonment, 
dishonour and b r u t a l i t y by men, t h e 
women who take t h e i r revenge i n blood 
are o f t e n judged by t h e c o u r t s t o be 
out of t h e i r minds. T h e i r motives 
and t h e i r anger a r e thus made safe by 
s o c i a l d e n i a l . 

I n t he case o f C h r i s t i n e , Janine 
and Ann, the e n t i r e j u s t i c e system 
a w a i t s Ms. Van den Bos 1 assumed 
f i n d i n g of i n s a n i t y . Her husband 
pressures her not t o step out of 
l i n e . Her c l i e n t s expect n o t h i n g of 
her. Some of the women i n t h e 
courtroom witnessed the crime and are 
p a r t o f the co n s p i r a c y of s i l e n c e . 
They see no p o i n t i n e x p l a i n i n g and 
s i t ready t o hear the crime dismissed 
as madness. Then she says i t : " I 
f i n d t h a t the defendants are of 
co m p l e t e l y sound mind." Pandemonium 
i n the courtroom, and the female 
s p e c t a t o r s r e l e a s e t h e i r s i l e n c e i n t o 
waves o f c a t h a r t i c l a u g h t e r a t the 
p u b l i c acknowledgement by Van den Bos 
of t h e i r bond of anger a g a i n s t men. 
The q u e s t i o n i s now a g u a n t l e t thrown 

down f o r everyone t o answer : why 
would t h r e e women of co m p l e t e l y 
normal circumstances b r u t a l l y k i l l an 
"in n o c e n t " man, even i n a f i l m 
f a n t a s y ? Why indeed! 

J u d i Stevenson 

P o s t - s c r i p t : G o r r i s has s i n c e made a 
new f i l m c a l l e d "Broken M i r r o r s " 
which i s e v i d e n t l y a r e v e r s a l of t h e 
s i t u a t i o n i n "A Question of S i l e n c e . " 
To me, the s t o r y of a male maniac 
wo m a n - k i l l e r sounds dangerously c l o s e 
t o t h e s t u f f of everyday newspaper 
h e a d l i n e s , b ut we have reason t o hope 
t h a t G o r r i s 1 t r e a t m e n t w i l l be 
e n l i g h t e n i n g , g i v e n her obvious 
d e d i c a t i o n t o the theme of women and 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n t o v i o l e n c e . 

The women's program of the 
American F r i e n d s " Service 
Committee p u b l i s h e s an e x c e l l e n t 
q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r : L i s t e n 
Real Loud: News of Women's 
L i b e r a t i o n Worldwide. CAYENNE 

g r a t e f u l l y , and we 
i t . You can 

the AFSC 

ex c e r p t s i t 
h i g h l y recommend 
s u b s c r i b e by w r i t i n g 
Nationwide Women's Program, 1501 
Cherry S t . , P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 
19102. A US$5 t o $10 d o n a t i o n i s 
suggested. 

43 

Ladies Against Women 
I went t o see Ladies A g a i n s t Women 
w i t h g r e a t a n t i c i p a t i o n , primed by a 
h i l a r i o u s i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h i s 
f e m i n i s t and i n t e n s e l y anti-Reagan 
comedy t r o u p from San Francisco 
( S o c i a l i s t Review, #68, 1983). 

During the "consciousness-
l o w e r i n g s e s s i o n " we were i n t r o d u c e d 
t o the Ladies A g a i n s t Women (LAW) 
Lady f e s t o by E d i t h Banks, Mrs. 
Chester C h o l e s t e r o l and Candy Cotton 
from the Moral S o r o r i t y . 

The audience was encouraged t o 
defend the r i g h t s of the unconceived, 
t o save t h e sperm and end menstrua
t i o n , raasterbation and o t h e r forms of 
mass murder. Fred Shrapnel, a member 
of the men's a u x i l i a r y urged us t o 
support the l e g a l i z a t i o n of hand 
grenades f o r pe r s o n a l use. We 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n an e x e r c i s e program 
t o h e l p us " l o o k and f e e l as h e l p l e s s 
as we a r e . " P a r t of the LAW program 
recommends r e p l a c i n g t h e environment 
w i t h outdoor c a r p e t i n g which i s more 
a t t r a c t i v e and e a s i e r t o m a i n t a i n . 
" R e a l l y , " they p o i n t e d o u t , " s p o r t 
vacuuming c o u l d be a t l e a s t as 
dynamic as g o l f ! " They demonstrated 
cooking w i t h c h o l e s t e r o l , r e v e a l e d 
the s e c r e t f o r making t w i n k l e s from 
s c r a t c h and shared w i t h us t h e i r 
f a v o r i t e r e c i p e — s w e e t and sour f r u i t 
l o ops. 

We were t r e a t e d t o a s l i d e show 
of Ladies A g a i n s t Women1 s v i s i t t o 
the r e p u b l i c a n c o n v e n t i o n where they 
h e l d a bake s a l e f o r the Pentagon 
o u t s i d e of Reagan's prayer b r e a k f a s t . 
The " l a d i e s " looked t e r r i f i c marching 
i n t h e i r p i n k s u i t s and p i l l box 
h a t s , h o l d i n g s i g n s which read 
"Warfare, n o t Welfare," "Ban the 
Poor," "Misterhood i s Powerful," 
"Sperms are People Too." 

At the end, Ladies A g a i n s t Women 
s o l d t h e audience b u t t o n s w i t h 
slogans such as "Tupperwear Preserves 

the Family," "Born t o Clean," "Close 
Your Eyes and Do Your Duty." We were 
e n t r e a t e d t o take a membership c a r d 
home t o our husbands w i t h o u t whose 
s i g n a t u r e we would not be a b l e t o 
j o i n . 

No doubt t h i s sounds very funny 
( i t d i d when I read about i t i n 
S o c i a l i s t Review) but the t r u t h i s 
t h a t I d i d not laugh very much. The 
reason l i e s somewhere i n the 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n between humour and 
p o l i t i c a l s a t i r e . A key element of 
p o l i t i c a l s a t i r e i s exposing through 
r i d i c u l e and e x a g g e r a t i o n . But t h e 
image of t h e moral m a j o r i t y presented 
by Ladies A g a i n s t Women f e l t t o o 
cl o s e t o the t r u t h t o be funny. I t 
d i d n ' t seem exaggerated, j u s t p l a i n 
t e r r i f y i n g . I had a f l a s h t h a t the 
moral m a j o r i t y might t a k e Ladies 
A g a i n s t Women a t face value and even 
s t e a l some of t h e i r f i n e l y - t u n e d 
slogans. 

Perhaps i t d i d n ' t work f o r me 
because I was t h e wrong audience. 
(Or maybe I'm j u s t a humourless 
person, a thought which passed 
through my mind as o t h e r s i n t h e 
audience r o a r e d w i t h l a u g h t e r . ) The 
q u e s t i o n of the audience however does 
seem a c r u c i a l one. Who i s t h i s k i n d 
of t h e a t r e d i r e c t e d a t ? The 
demoralized l e f t i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
who need t o laugh? Or the p o l i t i c a l 
c e n t e r who a p p a r e n t l y don't see the 
f r i g h t e n i n g i m p l i c a t i o n s of the moral 
m a j o r i t y ' s p o l i t i c s ? 

A f t e r the performance I asked 
t h i s q u e s t i o n t o Cotton Candy aka 
J a i n Angeles. She made a c l e a r 
d i s t i n c t i o n between t h e a t r e 
audiences, those a t p o l i t i c a l r a l l i e s 
and meetings, and s t r e e t audiences. 
I n terms o f t h e i r g o al t o educate, 
she suggested t h a t the t h e a t r e 
audience was the l e a s t s u c c e s s f u l 
because i t i s a p o l i t i c a l l y s e l f -
s e l e c t e d group. At r a l l i e s and 
meetings, J a i n saw t h a t Ladies 



4 4 

Against Women educated by b r i n g i n g 
together a " c l u s t e r of issues," some 
of which the audience would be 
u n f a m i l i a r w i t h or po s s i b l y 
unsympathetic t o . For example, a t a 
union meeting, they might r a i s e 
f e m i n i s t issues ; at an environmental 
meeting, the concerns of workers. 
But she found s t r e e t t heatre the most 
provocative. "There i s an edge you 
walk t h a t I love because you are 
c l e a r l y not deal i n g w i t h the 
converted. On the s t r e e t they 
challenge you." 

I too f i n d the idea of s t r e e t 
t heatre appealing p o l i t i c a l l y because 
i t i s a way t o make d i r e c t contact. 
In so many p o l i t i c a l arenas, we reach 
out to people only i n a very mediated 
way, and o f t e n avoid having to speak 
to anyone d i r e c t l y . I would have 
loved t o see the " l a d i e s " i n a c t i o n 
on the s t r e e t . 

Whatever c r i t i c i s m I might have 
about the ef f e c t i v e n e s s of Ladies 
Against Women i n the theatre s e t t i n g , 
I appreciate t h e i r p o l i t i c s and t h e i r 
wonderful manipulation of the 
language, e s p e c i a l l y the i n t e r t w i n i n g 
of the language and slogans of the 
r i g h t and the l e f t , and I laud t h e i r 
attempt t o develop progressive 
p o l i t i c a l humour. 

A f t e r I completed t h i s review, I 
read a provocative l e t t e r to the 
e d i t o r i n Broadside ( J u l y 1985). 
Loralea Michael i s , who admits to not 
having seen the performance but only 
t o reading the h i g h l y p o s i t i v e review 
of Ladies Against Women i n Broadside 
(June 1985), i d e n t i f i e d a profound 
misogyny i n both the review and 
production i t s e l f . 

"The e x p l i c i t i n t e n t of Ladles 
Against Women i s t o poke fun at the 
New Right and i t s vocal and 
thre a t e n i n g r e a c t i o n against 
feminism. But i t i s almost s o l e l y 
the women i n the Right who are the 
objects of r i d i c u l e . . . We are asked 
to regard them as our enemy... Ladies 

Against Women breaks down no 
b a r r i e r s : i t cha11enge s noth i ng. In 
making these women the object of 
d e r i s i o n , i t merely r e i n f o r c e s the 
(male) l e f t i s t tendency t o s i n g l e out 
women to represent the decadence of a 
p r i v i l e g e d c l a s s . . . I m p l i c i t l y they 
[women of the Right] acknowledge 
women1 s tenuous s e c u r i t y w i t h i n 
marriage. They are not "other" t o 
us : as women, many of us have 
experienced the same fear and rage at 
the thought and r e a l i t y of our ex-
husbands stopping the c h i l d support 
payments. In such women I recognize 
my mother . . I n Ladies Against 
Women I f i n d no t h o u g h t f u l and 
probing f e m i n i s t a n a l y s i s , but a 
deep-rooted hatred and fear of 
ourselves and u l t i m a t e l y of our 
mothers." 

Although i t would be possible t o 
dismiss H i c h a e l i s 1 p o s i t i o n as 
m y s t i f y i n g and ro m a n t i c i z i n g 
connections between women, I t h i n k 
there i s an important g r a i n of 
s t r a t e g i c t r u t h i n her c r i t i q u e . In 
my experience f e m i n i s t a c t i v i s t s have 
d i f f i c u l t y approaching the m a j o r i t y 
of women d i r e c t l y . We tend t o use 
s t r a t e g i e s t h a t keep us a t distance : 
l e a f l e t s , demonstrations and mass 
meetings. This d i s t a n c i n g makes our 
p o l i t i c s , actions and theory less 
accessible. This i s a s t r a t e g i c 
e r r o r t h a t we must address, 

Linda B r i s k i n 
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