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EDITORIAL 
This year i n Toronto the theme f o r 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Day i s Nol t o 
Racism, f r o * Toronto t o South A f r i c a . 
We at cayenne welcome t h i s development 
and believe women are g e t t i n g together 
around the world to f i g h t f o r freedom 
and j u s t i c e . This I s one of the 
reasons th a t we continue t o b r i n g you 
Cayenne—it i s one more source of news 
about women and 1 i b e r a t i o n struggle s 
from around the world. 

As s o c i a l i s t s we see class 
st r u g g l e as e s s e n t i a l t o the f i g h t f o r 
women's freedom from racism and sexism; 
a f t e r a i l , c a p i t a l i s m may not be t h e i r 
o r i g i n a t o r , but I t i s su r e l y the 
p r i n c i p a l c u r r e n t b e n e f i c i a r y . As 
fe m i n i s t s we believe t h a t class 
st r u g g l e can only be conducted w i t h the 
i n t e g r a t i o n of women and of people of 
colour. In other words, of the e n t i r e 
class. 

Developments i n South A f r i c a are 
demonstrating what u n i t y can do. I t i s 
no coincidence t h a t i n the past decade 
South A f r i c a n women of a l l colours have 
increased t h e i r a c t i v i s m and r e b e l l i o n 
against the s t a t e . The Federation of 
South A f r i c a n Women has been revived 
w i t h many of i t s o r i g i n a l leaders of 
t h i r t y years ago, and newer groups such 
as the United Women's Organization are 
spr i n g i n g up i n response to today's 
urgent needs. More than ever the 
d i f f e r e n t races i n South A f r i c a are 

to overthrow the crumbling uni t i n g 
regime. 

This 
women of 

year more na t i v e women and 
colour have p a r t i c i p a t e d In 

the March 8 C o a l i t i o n than ever before. 
And t h e i r presence has been much more 
than a token one; on the contrary, they 
have provided c r u c i a l leadership which 
has helped the o r g a n i z a t i o n of IWD take 
a q u a l i t a t i v e leap forward. Even 
though working together hasn't been 
easy and rumours of tensions c i r c u l a t e , 

the group i s s t i l l together at t h i s 
w r i t i n g , which i n Toronto i s q u i t e an 
accomplishment. 

Happy marching! 

Who We Are.... 
We are s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s who are 
committed to producing a p u b l i c a t i o n of 
s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t news, analysis and 
debate. We encourage Cayenne readers 
and supporters to c o n t r i b u t e t o t h i s 
process. 

The e d i t o r i a l / p r o d u c t i o n team f o r t h i s 
issue included Lynda Yanz, Judi 
Stevenson, C h r i s t i n a M i l l s , Marie 
Lorenzo and Bev Crossman. Special 
thanks to Amy G o t t l i e b , Susan Prentice 
and Jenny Maclntyre. 
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LETTERS 

1 

To the E d i t o r s : 

The issues r a i s e d i n Marie Lorenzo's 
a r t i c l e , " W a l l f l o w e r C o l l e c t i v e Ends" 
(December 1985, No. 5) w a r r a n t f u r t h e r 
debate. Marie, r e p o r t i n g on the s p l i t 
of t h e W a l l f l o w e r Order Dance 
C o l l e c t i v e , notes t h a t d i s c o n t e n t 
w i t h the c o l l e c t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
process f i g u r e s as the primary cause of 
f a c t i o n a l l z a t i o n . T h i s c o n c l u s i o n 
echoes what seems t o me t o be a t r e n d 
among l i b e r a t i o n i s t s of many 
persuasions t o r e - e v a l u a t e how they 
organize f o r a c t i o n , p l a y and work. 

A f t e r r e a d i n g the a r t i c l e I'm l e f t 
w i t h a l o t of q u e s t i o n s : what i s a 
c o l l e c t i v e ? How does a group e f f e c t 
c o l l e c t i v i t y ? I s a d i v i s i o n of labour 
always d e s t r u c t i v e t o c o l l e c t i v e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ? Can a c o l l e c t i v e 
i n c o r p o r a t e p a r t i c u l a r e x p e r t i s e and 
t a l e n t w i t h o u t c r e a t i n g h i e r a r c h y ? 
Does the d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n of r o l e s l e a d 
t o e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n f l u e n c e ? 

I t seems t o me t h a t the dilemmas 
i n h e r e n t I n these q u e s t i o n s have not 
been s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s c u s s e d — b o t h i n 
t h i s a r t i c l e and " i n g e n e r a l . " Does 
anyone ( o r group) have experience w i t h 
a c o l l e c t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t t h e y 
would share? I f you do, I would enjo y 
t a l k i n g w i t h you and agree t o d e s c r i b e 
our d i s c u s s i o n s i n t h i s or a s i m i l a r 
b u l l e t i n . 

Gerald Hunt 
428 Dundas S t r e e t East 
Toronto, O n t a r i o M5A 2A8 
416-964-7577 

Dear Cayenne: 

The Midwives C o l l e c t i v e of Toronto 
(MCT) would l i k e t o thank J u d i 
Stevenson f o r her a r t i c l e (on the f i g h t 
t o l e g a l i z e m i d w i f e r y i n O n t a r i o , issue 
#4). As J u d i r i g h t l y p o i n t s out, 
m i d w i f e r y can be seen as p a r t of the 
f e m i n i s t r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s i s s u e , but 
i t can a l s o be p e r c e i v e d i n terms 
a n t i t h e t i c a l t o f e m i n i s t t h i n k i n g . So 
i t i s c r u c i a l t o the f u t u r e of 
m i d w i f e r y t h a t i t be embraced as a 
f e m i n i s t i s s u e , and t h a t f e m i n i s t i n p u t 
shape m i d w i f e r y . The l i n k between the 
MCT and OCAC a l r e a d y e x i s t s , and we 
hope i t w i l l be one of many a l l i a n c e s 
between f e m i n i s t s and the midwifey 
movement. Thanks t o Cayenne f o r 
showing an i n t e r e s t . 

The Midwives C o l l e c t i v e of O n t a r i o 

Dear Cayenne c o l l e c t i v e ; 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on your f i r s t year of 
Cayenne. I don't know how you a l l f i t 
i t i n t o your busy l i v e s , but I hope you 
can keep i t up. 

I t h i n k i t has improved over the 
year and c u l m i n a t e d i n the December 
i s s u e , which was t e r r i f i c - a n i c e 
balance of n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
and a g r e a t c o l l e c t i o n of cartoons and 
g r a p h i c s . 

I took i t t o Montreal over the 
h o l i d a y s and showed i t t o a few people 
who r e a l l y l i k e d i t t o o . So i n the 
i n t e r e s t of a t t r a c t i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
t h e c o n t e n t from o t h e r p a r t s of the 
c o u n t r y , I w i l l make a d o n a t i o n i n the 
form of s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o some of my 
a c t i v i s t women f r i e n d s o u t s i d e Toronto 
( l i s t a t t a c h e d ) . Enclosed i s $50.00 
f o r my renewal and 4 o t h e r subs. 

In s i s t e r h o o d and s o l i d a r i t y , 

G i n i D i c k i e 
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•YUKON RIGHTS B I L L D E A D -- FOR NOW 

Jan Langford 
Whitehorse 

I n l a t e December J u s t i c e M i n i s t e r Roger 
Kimraerly announced t h a t the Yukon 
government was l e t t i n g I t s 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l Human Ri g h t s Act d i e on 
the L e g i s l a t u r e ' s order paper. 
However, Kimmerly has suggested t h a t a 
new Act w i l l be i n t r o d u c e d i n the 
s p r i n g ; he has promised t o I n c l u d e two 
of the most c o n t e n t i o u s issues i n the 
A c t — e q u a l pay f o r work of equal value 
and p r o t e c t i o n from d i s c r i m i n a t i o n on 
t h e b a s i s of sexual o r i e n t a t i o n or 
p r e f e r e n c e . 

The Human Ri g h t s Act was 
i n t r o d u c e d i n October by the m i n o r i t y 
NDP government, e l e c t e d t o power l a s t 
May. The b i l l c o n t a i n e d 12 p r o h i b i t e d 
grounds of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , a clause on 
a f f i r m a t i v e a c t i o n and equal pay f o r 
work of equal v a l u e , and would have 
cr e a t e d a Yukon Human Rights 
Commission. C u r r e n t l y the Yukon has no 
Human Rights Act but does have a F a i r 
P r a c t i c e s A c t , which i s l i m i t e d i n 
scope and has no enforcement 
p r o v i s i o n s . 

The d e c i s i o n t o scrap the Act came 
a f t e r a d i s a s t r o u s s e r i e s of p u b l i c 

meetings, h e l d t o gather response t o 
the proposed b i l l . P u b l i c i n p u t was 
g e n e r a l l y misinformed or uninformed, 
and h i g h l y e m o t i o n a l . The flames of 
misunderstanding were fanned by the 
p a r t i s a n p o l i t i c k i n g of the 
Conservatives, who saw f i t t o t e l l 
Yukoners t h a t a swastika should be 
a f f i x e d t o the cover of t h e b i l l . 

I n i t i a l p u b l i c r e a c t i o n t o the 
b i l l c e n t r e d on the i n c l u s i o n of sexual 
o r i e n t a t i o n / p r e f e r e n c e as a p r o h i b i t e d 
grounds of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . L e t t e r s t o 
the e d i t o r s of the l o c a l papers were 
f i l l e d w i t h arguments f o r and a g a i n s t 
g a y _ r i g h t s . Old homophobic myths^were 
t r o t t e d out by c e r t a i n members of the 
C h r i s t i a n community, countered by 
i n d i v i d u a l s h a v i n g h e t e r o s e x u a l 
p r i v i l e g e as p r o t e c t i o n , and the debate 
raged f o r almost two months. 

To a l a r g e e x t e n t , the death of 
the b i l l was predetermined by the l a c k 
of e d u c a t i o n a l work done by the 
government p r i o r t o i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n , 
the process of s o l i c i t i n g p u b l i c i n p u t 
on the b i l l and the haste of t h i s 
process. The Committee i t s e l f was not 
w e l l prepared f o r the h e a r i n g s , having 
debated o n l y 9 pages of the 36-page Act 
i n 9 hours, and so f a i l e d t o p r o v i d e 
needed c l a r i f i c a t i o n . Nor d i d the 
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government issue a green paper or any 
o t h e r e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l on human 
r i g h t s p r i o r t o the r e l e a s e of the 
b i l l . Only now t h a t the b i l l i s dead 
has i t s e t aside some money f o r 
t h i s purpose. 

The p a r t i s a n soapbox p o l i t i c s of 
some members of the S e l e c t Committee 
a l s o a i d e d i n the f a i l u r e of the b i l l 
t o g a i n wide p u b l i c support. PC 
members s e i z e d every o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
bash the b i l l and the NDP government. 
The meetings were c l e a r l y stacked and 
emotions ran h i g h . 

Support f o r t h e b i l l was presented 
t o the S e l e c t Committee by v a r i o u s 

i n d i v i d u a l s and community groups, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g l a b o u r , women, N a t i v e 
people and s p e c i a l needs s o c i e t i e s . 
However, much broader p u b l i c support 
f o r human r i g h t s i s needed I f we are t o 
have any r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n i n the 
Yukon. An Ad Hoc Committee on Human 
Rights has been formed and i s c u r r e n t l y 
l o o k i n g a t ways t o do e d u c a t i o n a l work 
on the i s s u e . 

You can s t i l l urge the Yukon 
government t o i n t r o d u c e good human 
r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n by w r i t i n g Roger 
Kimmerly, M i n i s t e r of J u s t i c e , Yukon 
L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly, Box 2703, 
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2C6. M 

LABOUR 

Women Threatened by Free Trade 

K e r r y McCuaig 
Toronto 

Nearly 20 years of government r e s t r a i n t 
p o l i c i e s , h i g h unemployment and 
d e c l i n i n g l i v i n g standards have l e f t 
t he c o u n t r y ready f o r a q u i c k f i x . 
The s o l u t i o n b e i n g put f o r w a r d i s f r e e 
t r a d e — " t h e leap of f a i t h " — w h i c h i t s 
a u t h o r s acknowledge w i l l cause 
temporary p a i n as the p r i c e f o r 
Increased employment and s e c u r i t y down 
the road. 

I n r e a l i t y f r e e t r a d e i s an 
a c c e l e r a t e d c o n t i n u a t i o n of Canadian 
c a p i t a l i s t p o l i c y , now more b o l d l y 
r e v e a l e d by the Mulroney government. 
Through i t s l a s t s p r i n g budget and 
r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d r e p o r t of the 
Macdonald Commission the government has 
made i t c l e a r t h a t r e g a r d l e s s of the 
consequences, t h e needs of the 
marketplace are t o come f i r s t . 

Free t r a d e i s bein g taken up as a 
women's issue by some groups i n the 
women's movement, and w i t h good reason. 
Women's demand f o r e q u a l i t y doesn't f i t 
i n t o t h i s economic s t r a t e g y . I n f a c t 
the economic and s o c i a l changes i t 
would b r i n g are l i k e l y t o not o n l y 
r e t a r d women's r a t e of progress, but 
a c t u a l l y leave us i n a worse p o s i t i o n . 

The Macdonald Report t a l k s about 
r e t r a i n i n g workers i n i n d u s t r y — t h e 
s e c t o r l i k e l y t o be hardest h i t — f o r 
what they see as the winner i n d u s t r i e s : 
urban t r a n s i t and f o r e s t r y . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , n e i t h e r are labour 
i n t e n s i v e s e c t o r s nor are they 
t r a d i t i o n a l employers of women. 

In a c r i t i q u e of the Report f o r 
the N a t i o n a l A c t i o n Committee on the 
Status of Women (NAC), York economist 
M a r j o r i e Cohen p o i n t s out t h a t the 
l i k e l i h o o d of workers d i s p l a c e d by f r e e 
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t r a d e f i n d i n g more h i g h l y s k i l l e d and 
b e t t e r paying jobs i s very s l i m . 

"Female workers i n these 
i n d u s t r i e s tend t o be o l d e r than the 
average, female worker: they are much 
more l i k e l y t o be Immigrants and 
t h e r e f o r e l e s s l i k e l y t o speak E n g l i s h 
or French; they are more l i k e l y t o be 
m a r r i e d ; and they have c o n s i d e r a b l y 
lower l e v e l s of education than the 
average female worker i n Canada. They 
are a l s o much more l i k e l y to be l i v i n g 
i n Quebec. More than 65% of a l l the 
female m a n u f a c t u r i ng workers i n Quebec 
are employed i n the s i x i n d u s t r i e s 
which w i l l be most ad v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d 
by f r e e t r a d e . " 
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I n h i s r e p o r t , Macdonald also 
s p e l l s out how r e l o c a t i o n allowances 
c o u l d a i d d i s p l a c e d workers t o r e s e t t l e 
i n areas where t h e r e are j o b s . However 
i f past government p o l i c i e s are any 
i n d i c a t i o n , women workers are r a r e l y 
the b e n e f i c i a r i e s of such programs. 

M a r r i e d women f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o move 
f o r the simple reason t h a t the m a j o r i t y 
of f a m i l i e s l i v e where the high er p a i d 
male member I s able t o f i n d work. So 
n e a r l y h a l f of a l l women working i n 
i n d u s t r y a r e f a c i n g permanent 
unemployment. Also a f f e c t e d would be 
U.S. s u b s i d i a r i e s , 34* of our 
ma n u f a c t u r i n g s e c t o r . These p l a n t s 
were not l o c a t e d here t o compete w i t h 
t h e i r p a r e n t s . Unhampered by t a r r i f f s 
and guaranteed access t o the Canadian 
market t h e r e c o u l d be a movement of 
i n d u s t r y t o t h e Sun B e l t — t h e U.S. 
" r i g h t t o work" s t a t e s , where t r a d e 
unions and l a b o r l e g i s l a t i o n are non-
e x i s t e n t . 

The U.S. has a l r e a d y made i t c l e a r 
t h a t they a l s o have an i n t e r e s t i n our 
s e r v i c e s e c t o r , where over 80* of women 
workers are employed. As Cohen p o i n t s 
o u t , the U.S. economy has grown 
i n c r e a s i n g l y s e r v i c e o r i e n t e d . The 
development of new technology, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n communications, has 
made the e x p o r t of s e r v i c e s p o s s i b l e . 
I n 1980 t h e U.S. ex p o r t e d $60 b i l l i o n 
w o r t h . I n the past these s e r v i c e s have 
been p r o t e c t e d through p r e f e r e n t i a l 
t r e a t m e n t f o r domestic f i r m s , 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on f o r e i g n banks and 
insurance companies and l i m i t s on 
f o r e i g n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 
communication. These p r o t e c t i o n s would 
disappear I n a f r e e t r a d e agreement. 

I n i t s proposal t o o f f e r up the 
Canadian s e r v i c e s e c t o r , Macdonald 
argues t h a t t h i s may make the U.S. more 
w i l l i n g t o open up t h e i r markets t o our 
ma n u f a c t u r i n g goods. He n e g l e c t s t o 
mention t h a t Canada won't have a 
ma n u f a c t u r i n g s e c t o r . Even i f the most 
h o p e f u l s c e n e r i o came t o pass and 
a d d i t i o n a l m a n u f a c t u r i n g j o b s were 
c r e a t e d , they would c e r t a i n l y n ot 
o f f s e t the lo s s of s e r v i c e j o b s . 

Perhaps the most h o l l o w of a l l 
Tory promises c o n c e r n i n g f r e e t r a d e i s 
t h e i r reassurance t h a t Canadian s o c i a l 
programs would remain i n t a c t . T h i s 
runs i n t h e face of a rash of 
statements emanating from Washington. 

U.S. p r o t e c t i o n i s t sentiments have 
not been concerned about t a r i f f s . 
I n s t e a d , c o m p l a i n t s have focussed on 
Canadian i n d u s t r i e s h a v i n g a 
c o m p e t i t i v e edge over t h e i r U.S. 
c o u n t e r p a r t s because of "governmental 
i n t e r f e r e n c e . " 

The f a c t t h a t Canadians wor k i n g i n 
the f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y r e c e i v e 
unemployment insurance d u r i n g the o f f 
season has been c i t e d as " u n f a i r 
c o m p e t i t i o n " ; m a r k e t i n g boards 
r e g u l a t i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n have 
been termed u n f a i r and our f o r e s t r y 
p r o ducts have come under a t t a c k s i n c e 
the m a j o r i t y of our woods are crown 
owned, g i v i n g Canadian products a 
c o m p e t i t i v e edge over those o r i g i n a t i n g 
from p r i v a t e l y h e l d U.S. f o r e s t s . 
Import quotas, Canadian c o n t e n t 
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r e g u l a t i o n s and government g r a n t s t o 
i n d u s t r y have a l s o been t a r g e t s . 
Despite t h e i r l i m i t a t i o n s these have 
been the p o l i c i e s Canada has 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y employed t o encourage j o b 
c r e a t i o n or t o counter r e g i o n a l 
d i s p a r i t y . 

But i n an environment where the 
market r u l e s , any s o c i a l p o l i c y 
r e q u i r i n g a commitment from 
c o r p o r a t i o n s would have t o be u n i f o r m l y 
a p p l i e d or l e f t open t o charges of 
u n f a i r c o m p e t i t i o n . Pressure would be 
exe r t e d f o r a common t a x a t i o n p o l i c y , 
and w h i l e t h i s may b r i n g lower personal 
taxes i n the s h o r t term, i t would a l s o 
mean reduced h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n and 
w e l f a r e s e r v i c e s . Macdonald i s most 
vehement i n h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o equal 
pay, unemployment in s u r a n c e , minimum 
wage laws and u n i v e r s a l pensions and 
f a m i l y allowances, accusing them of 
being impediments on a f r e e market. 
He i s promoting what he r e f e r s t o as a 
" f l e x i b l e and a d a p t i v e l a b o u r market." 

I t i s wort h n o t i n g t h a t the 
Mulroney government i s n ' t w a i t i n g f o r a 
f o r m a l i z e d agreement before embarking 
on t h i s path. 

The I n q u i r y on Unemployment 
Insurance now t o u r i n g the c o u n t r y 
s t a r t s from the premise t h a t UI i s a 
d i s i n c e n t i v e t o work and t h a t by 
red u c i n g b e n e f i t s and making e n t r y 
requirements more s t r i n g e n t , people 
w i l l be more predisposed t o a c c e p t i n g 
marginal employment or moving t o where 
work i s a v a i l a b l e — y o u r " f l e x i b l e and 
ad a p t i v e labour market." 

Using s p u r i o u s s t u d i e s i t t r i e s t o 
show t h a t "workforce p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
r a t e s , e s p e c i a l l y those of youth and 
women, decrease w i t h the g e n e r o s i t y of 
unemployment insurance payments." I t 
goes on t o blame women f o r increased 
unemployment, drawing a p a r a l l e l 
between women's increased p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
r a t e i n the labour f o r c e and r i s i n g 
unemployment. 

Condemnation of f r e e t r a d e i s 
growing. The women's movement has l e d 
the c a l l f o r a new " v i s i o n " of a 
s o c i e t y where f u l l employment, e q u a l i t y 
and s e c u r i t y p r e v a i l . I n NAC's 
submission t o the I n q u i r y on 
Unemployment Insurance the demand was 
r a i s e d f o r increased government 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the economy t o 
r e v i t a l i z e t h e manufacturing s e c t o r , 
t h a t a c t i o n be taken t o l i m i t the power 
of t h e t r a n s n a t i o n a l s, and t h a t Canada 
e x t r i c a t e i t s e l f from the arms race. 

NAC has a l s o taken the i n i t i a t i v e 
of c a l l i n g t o g e t h e r women's, labo u r , 
c u l t u r a l , church and s o c i a l s e r v i c e 
groups i n a campaign a g a i n s t f r e e 
t r a d e . I n Toronto, Organized Working 
Women i s sponsoring a conference, 
" B u i l d i n g an Economy f o r E q u a l i t y , 
March 15 and 16, which w i l l examine 
and p o p u l a r i z e labour's economic 
a l t e r n a t i v e t o the c u r r e n t 
corporate/government s t r a t e g y . 
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CHOICE 
At i t s November co n v e n t i o n , the 

O n t a r i o F e d e r a t i o n of Labor embarked on 
a wide e d u c a t i o n a l campaign and i s 
h o l d i n g h e a r i n g s i n c i t i e s around the 
pr o v i n c e , u r g i n g the development of 
l o c a l a n t i - f r e e t r a d e c o a l i t i o n s t o 
cul m i n a t e i n a mass p r o t e s t a t the 
l e g i s l a t u r e on A p r i l 26. 

The U n i t e d Autoworkers k i c k e d o f f 
i t s campaign February 3 w i t h plans t o 
•e e t i n c e n t e r s around the c o u n t r y , t o 
lobby a l l l e v e l s of government and t o 
f l o o d the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s o f f i c e w i t h 
"No Free Trade" postc a r d s . 

While Canadian i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o 
the U.S. economy d i d not begin w i t h the 
e l e c t i o n o f t h e Mulroney government, 
f r e e t r a d e does r e p r e s e n t a s i g n i f i c a n t 
move i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . The issue has 
g a l v a n i z e d p u b l i c o p i n i o n as have few 
o t h e r s . I t s d e f e a t c o u l d open up new 
doors i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r p r o g r e s s i v e 
change. What remains t o be seen i s how 
e f f e c t i v e p r o g r e s s i v e s can be i n u s i n g 
t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o h e l p l a y the 
groundwork f o r ongoing a c t i o n i n the 
f i g h t f o r a people's economic 
a l t e r n a t i v e . •* 

Organized Working Women 
Annual Conference 

BUILDING AN ECONOMY FOR EQUALITY 

The Macdonald R e p o r t / I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o m p e t i t i o n / T e c h n o l o g i c a l 

Change/The Federal Budget/Ar»s 
Spending 

SPEAKERS 

M a r j o r i e Cohen P a t r i c k Clancy 
J e f f Rose 

MARCH 15 & 16 RYERSON POLYTECH 
534-7504/977-1975 JORGENSEN HALL 

Not Just Any Midwifery Will Do 
Eleanor B a r r i n g t o n 
Toronto 

O n t a r i o M i n i s t e r of H e a l t h , Murray 
E l s t o n r e c e n t l y r a i s e d the e x p e c t a t i o n s 
of thousands of pare n t s by announcing 
h i s government's i n t e n t i o n t o i n t r o d u c e 
m i d w i f e r y care i n t o our h e a l t h care 
system. But those who have s t r u g g l e d 
t o see m i d w i f e r y recognized b a r e l y had 
time t o cheer b e f o r e the v i c t o r y was 
tempered. The second p a r t of Mr. 
El s t o n ' s announcement was the 
compo s i t i o n of a t a s k f o r c e charged t o 
weigh o p t i o n s and avenues toward 
l e g i s l a t i o n : two lawyers, one d o c t o r 
and one nurse. 

Each of the i n d i v i d u a l s a p p o i n t e d 
i s w i d e l y respected and beyond 
reproach. Three of t h e f o u r are women. 
But the absence of a p a r e n t / m i d w i f e r y 
consumer i s r e g r e t t a b l e , and the l a c k 
of a p r a c t i s i n g m idwife v e r y 
worrisome. £ ^ 

I n a c u l t u r e where m i d w i f e r y has 
been misunderstood and maligned f o r 
decades, who but p a r e n t s and midwives 
have the experience t o f a s h i o n t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e m i d w i f e r y system f o r 
On t a r i o ? The o b j e c t i v e s i n i n t r o d u c i n g 
a m i d w i f e r y system must be t o improve 
s a f e t y and inc r e a s e consumer 
s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h m a t e r n i t y care. W i l l 
the nurse and d o c t o r i n the t a s k f o r c e 
be a b l e t o s e t aside the vested 
i n t e r e s t s and biases of t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e p r o f e s s i o n s i n o r d e r t o keep 
those o b j e c t i v e s primary? W i l l they be 
able t o l o o k c l e a r l y a t o p t i o n s t h a t 
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repre s e n t r e a l change from the s t a t u s 
quo? 

Those p a r e n t s , p r a c t i s i n g and non-
p r a c t i s i n g midwives, and ot h e r h e a l t h 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s who have been i n v o l v e d i n 
the M i d w i f e r y Task Force of O n t a r i o 
(founded i n 1983 t o promote the 

r e c o g n i t i o n , of m i d w i f e r y ) , know t h a t we 
need r e a l change. 

Mr. E l s t o n i n t r o d u c e d h i s 
mi d w i f e r y p r o p o s a l i n the midst of the 
e x t r a - b i l l i n g c o n t r o v e r s y w i t h the 
medical p r o f e s s i o n . He was c a r e f u l t o 
laud d o c t o r s and nurses f o r the q u a l i t y 
of our c u r r e n t m a t e r n i t y system. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a t i s t i c s are not so 
k i n d . Our i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e i s 
hi g h e r than comparable c o u n t r i e s where 
m i d w i f e r y s e r v i c e s are w i d e l y 
a v a i l a b l e . Our caesarean s e c t i o n 
s t a t i s t i c s are t h r e e or f o u r t i n e s too 
g r e a t . P u b l i c d i s i l l u s i o n w i t h medical 
m ? t e r n i t y care i s c r e a t i n g an 
environment of d i s t r u s t and c o n t r o v e r s y 
on o b s t e t r i c a l wards across the 
pr o v i n c e . 

The M i d w i f e r y Task Force of 
On t a r i o ( n o t t o be confused w i t h the 
newly announced government t a s k f o r c e , 
so u n f o r t u n a t e l y named!) wants change, 
but n o t j u s t any change. M i d w i f e r y , 
but n ot j u s t any m i d w i f e r y . The MTF 
has examined many o t h e r systems f o r 
t h e i r a b i l i t y t o meet par e n t s ' needs. 
I t advocates t h a t midwives be primary 
c a r e g i v e r s w i t h i n the h e a l t h care team, 
w i t h d i r e c t - e n t r y p r o f e s s i o n a l 

t r a i n i n g . I n s e v e r a l s t a t e s where a 
"nurse-midwifery o n l y " system has been 
i n s t i t u t e d , v i t a l p r i n c i p l e s of 
mi d w i f e r y , l i k e continuous p e r s o n a l i z e d 
care and re s p e c t f o r p a r e n t s ' choices 
i n c h i l d b i r t h , have been c o r r u p t e d by 
medical pressure from above. 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y respected 
philosoph y and p r a c t i c e of m i d w i f e r y i s 
o f t e n a t odds w i t h c u r r e n t medical 
p r a c t i c e s . Since nurses are 
subo r d i n a t e t o d o c t o r s , i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
f o r nurse-midwives t o uphold t h e i r non-
i n t e r v e n t i v e p r i n c i p l e s i n the face of 
medical pressure. Thus t h e MTF seeks 
the autonomous s t a t u s midwives enjoy i n 
many c o u n t r i e s . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o n f e d e r a t i o n of Midwives supports t h i s 
p o s i t i o n . 

The nurse member of the 
government's task f o r c e must be aware 
of her p r o f e s s i o n ' s b i a s i n favour of 
nurs e - m i d w i f e r y . This o p t i o n would 
en l a r g e the n u r s i n g power base, 
increase i t s s t a t u r e , and expand i t s 
p r o f e s s i o n a l schools. 

The p h y s i c i a n on the task f o r c e i s 
no doubt aware t h a t the medical 
governing bodies would p r e f e r nurse-
m i d w i f e r y or no m i d w i f e r y a t a l l . 
Independent midwives chosen by parents 
would break the medical monopoly. 
Doctors would be r e q u i r e d t o c o n s u l t 
w i t h midwives as co l l e a g u e s . Therein 
l i e s a p o s s i b l e c o n f l i c t of i n t e r e s t 
f o r any d o c t o r weighing o p t i o n s f o r our 
mi d w i f e r y system. 

The College of Physician s and 
Surgeons of O n t a r i o a l s o has a s t a t e d 
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b i a s a g a i n s t home b i r t h , one of the 
choices i n c h i l d b i r t h t h a t parents 
demand and midwives o f f e r . Who on Mr. 
Els t o n ' s t a s k f o r c e w i l l defend t h a t 
i m p o r t a n t o p t i o n ? 

I t i s n o t d i f f i c u l t t o imagine why 
the consumer and the p r a c t i s i n g midwife 
are absent from t h i s t a s k f o r c e . 
Government does not g e n e r a l l y accord 
much s t a t u r e t o mere mothers. I t would 
n o t wish t o a s s o c i a t e i t s e l f w i t h the 
midwives who have been o p e r a t i n g 
" o u t s i d e t h e system." 

I n t h e absence of these two v i t a l 
v i e w p o i n t s on t h e t a s k f o r c e , each 
nurse, d o c t o r (and lawyer) must 
r e g u l a r l y check h e r s e l f f o r 
p r o f e s s i o n a l b i a s by assuming those two 
con s p i c u o u s l y empty c h a i r s . They must 

be more than f a i r . Then, when Mr. 
E l s t o n i n t r o d u c e s h i s m i d w i f e r y 
l e g i s l a t i o n a year from now, O n t a r i o 
p a r e n t s may be abl e t o c e l e b r a t e an 
u n q u a l i f i e d v i c t o r y : the r e c o g n i t i o n 
of a m i d w i f e r y system t h a t maximizes 
s a f e t y and consumer s a t i s f a c t i o n . An 
incr e a s e d p o s s i b i l i t y of choice and 
c o n t r o l f o r b i r t h i n g women. A r e a l 
change i n our m a t e r n i t y care system. 

Eleanor Barrington is a Toronto 

f r e e l a n c e w r i t e r and author of 

Midwifery is Cat c h i n s (NC P r e s s , 

Toronto: 1985). She is a l s o a mother, 

who save b i r t h with the a s s i s t a n c e of 

midwives i n 1984. * 

Struggling for Maternity Protection 

The death of C i p r i a n a Valdez, f i r e d by 
the M i n i s t r y of Labour i n her e i g h t h 
month of pregnancy, has se t o f f a storm 
o f p r o t e s t among Venezuelan women. 
T h e i r a c t i o n has l e d t o Congress's 
i n c l u d i n g j o b s e c u r i t y f o r pregnant 
women i n i t s proposed reforms of the 
labour laws. 

L e g i s l a t i o n almost h a l f a cen t u r y 
o l d t h e o r e t i c a l l y p r o t e c t s pregnant 
women from b e i ng f i r e d , b ut women who 
wish t o seek recourse under the law 
must a p p l y t o the M i n i s t r y of Labour, 
which i n t h i s case was t h e employer. 

When Ms. Valdez d i e d from 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s of her pregnancy, 
a p p a r e n t l y aggravated by her sudden 
d i s m i s s a l , women's groups immediately 
organized the C i p r i a n a Valdez 
Committee. They began c i r c u l a t i n g a 
p e t i t i o n c o n c e r n i ng j o b s e c u r i t y t o 
present t o the Congress, and demanded 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a s p e c i a l o f f i c e 
t o oversee the implementation of laws 
p r o h i b i t i n g a l l forms of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
a g a i n s t women. During t h e i r campaign 
they p u b l i c i z e d t h e f a c t t h a t between 
10 and 20 pregnant women a re f i r e d 
every day, many of them s o l e support 
mothers. 

I t i s f e l t t h a t the Congress's 
unanimous a p p r o v a l of the i n c l u s i o n of 
the m a t e r n i t y clause i n the labour 
r e f o r m b i l l was due t o the massive 
p u b l i c o u t c r y r e s u l t i n g from the 
women's o r g a n i z i n g e f f o r t s a f t e r 
C i p r i a n a V a l d e z 1 s death. 

Mu.jer/i l e t , January 86, no. 54, 

t r a n s l a t e d by C h r i s t i n a M i l l s -k 
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Reproductive Choice: An International Issue 
C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

Because so many a c t i v i s t s i n the 
Canadian women's movement are i n v o l v e d 
i n the c r u c i a l b a t t l e f o r f r e e s t a n d i n g 
• c l i n i c s i n r e c e n t y e a r s , the issue of 
r e p r o d u c t i v e c h o i c e i s most o f t e n 
discussed i n terms of the r i g h t t o 
choose t o a b o r t an unwanted pregnancy. 
Meanwhile we go on l e a r n i n g and 
broadening our unde r s t a n d i n g of what 
r e p r o d u c t i v e choice means i n i t s 
f u l l e s t sense. Women i n v o l v e d i n 
s o l i d a r i t y w i t h n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
movements and i n a n t i - r a c i s t work here 
i n North America have helped p r o - c h o i c e 
a c t i v i s t s expand our un d e r s t a n d i n g of 
the ways i n which c o n t r o l of 
r e p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t e s t o e x p l o i t a t i o n i n 
a l l i t s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . 

Women have been punished f o r u s i n g 
c o n t r a c e p t i o n , not t o mention a b o r t i o n , 
not o n l y because of the B i b l i c a l 
i n j u n c t i o n t o "go f o r t h and m u l t i p l y , " 
but because freedom from c h i l d b e a r i n g 
and a l l i t i m p l i e s i s a l s o a t l e a s t a 
p a r t of freedom t o a c t i n d e p e n d e n t l y i n 
the w o r l d o u t s i d e the home. 

At the same ti m e , women of 
p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s e s , races and c o u n t r i e s 
have been f o r b i d d e n t o reproduce, 
because an i n c r e a s e i n t h e i r people's 
numbers would t h r e a t e n the e s t a b l i s h e d 
o r d e r . H i s t o r y g i v e s us dozens of 
examples, from f o r c e d s t e r i l i z a t i o n of 
N a t i v e , Black, and L a t i n o women i n t h e 
U.S., t o t h e mandatory shots of Depo-

(UNFPA). and the U.S. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 

Provera (a l o n g - a c t i n g c o n t r a c e p t i v e 
banned i n the U.S. because i t i s 
b e l i e v e d t o cause cancer) South A f r i c a n 
women must have recorded i n t h e i r 
passbooks i n order t o keep t h e i r j o b s . 

Agencies such as the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Planned Parenthood Foundation (IPPF), 
the U.N. Family Planning Agency 

jency f o r 
ÏID) have 

been under a t t a c k f o r t h e past two 
decades f o r t h e i r r o l e s i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l 
programmes which have i n v o l v e d the use 
of dangerous and u n t e s t e d substances 
and devices used w i t h o u t the 
r e c i p i e n t s ' f u l l knowledge or consent. 
A case i n p o i n t i s AID's c o l l u s i o n i n 
the dumping of s u r p l u s Dalkon S h i e l d s 
and Depo-Provera on T h i r d World 
p o p u l a t i o n s . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t Depo-
Provera i s about t o be marketed i n 
Canada, a l t h o u g h i t i s s t i l l c o nsidere d 
unsafe i n the U.S. And a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e company which 
makes the Copper 7 i s o f f e r i n g a 
" s p e c i a l " on them now t h a t they have 
been taken o f f the U.S. market. What 
does t h a t say about how Canada i s seen 
by the U.S.? 

Recently t h e i m p e r i a l i s t goals of 
the U.S. p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l p o l i c i e s 
have come i n t o c o n f l i c t w i t h t he 
m o r a l i t y of the New R i g h t , which has 
l o b b i e d t o remove support f o r any 
f a m i l y p l a n n i n g agency which Include s 
a b o r t i o n s e r v i c e s . This has been 
adopted as p o l i c y by the Reagan 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and has a l r e a d y been 
Implemented i n reg a r d t o the IPPF. 
While f e m i n i s t s s t i l l condemn these 
agencies' i d e o l o g y and methods, i t i s 
c l e a r t h a t c u t t i n g t h e i r f u n d i n g w i l l 
i n e v i t a b l y lead t o an increase i n the 
maternal death r a t e . Women i n the 
areas a f f e c t e d w i l l no longer have 
access t o the means t o r e g u l a t e t h e i r 



own r e p r o d u c t i o n , and so w i l l be 
v u l n e r a b l e t o the dangers of unplanned, 
c l o s e l y - s p a c e d pregnancies and i l l e g a l 
a b o r t i o n s . 

Pro-choice a c t i v i s t s i n the U.S. 
have long organized around the t w i n 
g o a l s of ending f o r c e d s t e r i l i z a t i o n 
and e n s u r i n g a b o r t i o n r i g h t s . Now the 
con n e c t i o n between the two issues i s 
f e l t more a c u t e l y as f e m i n i s t s t r y t o 
counter t h e New Right's a t t a c k on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l f a m i l y p l a n n i n g w h i l e 
m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i r v a l i d c r i t i c i s m s of 
the agencies under f i r e . <* 

The Canadian C o a l i t i o n on Depo 
Provera i s i n v i t i n g i n t e r e s t e d 
groups t o h e l p f i g h t t he f e d e r a l 
governments plans t o l i f t 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h i s c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
and dangerous c o n t r a c e p t i v e . For 
i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e 58 A r t h u r S t r e e t , 
Ottawa, KIR 7B9, or DES A c t i o n 
Canada, Box 233, Snowdon, M o n t r e a l , 
H2W 2N1. 

Canada's Abortion Law on Trial 
C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

The women of Canada are t u r n i n g the 
t a b l e s and p u t t i n g the laws governing 
a b o r t i o n on t r i a l . 

Hundreds of women i n e i g h t c i t i e s 
are p a r t o f a c o a l i t i o n ( c o o r d i n a t e d by 
the Canadian A b o r t i o n Rights A c t i o n 
League and the O n t a r i o C o a l i t i o n f o r 
A b o r t i o n C l i n i c s ) t o organize a s e r i e s 
o f t r i b u n a l s across Canada a t which the 
defendant w i l l be the e n t i r e body of 
law g o v e r n i n g a b o r t i o n i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

At t h e f i r s t such t r i b u n a l , h e l d 
i n Vancouver i n January, f o u r hundred 
people were r i v e t t e d by the testimony 
o f 15 w i t n e s s e s , i n c l u d i n g o l d e r women 
who s u f f e r e d the consequences of 
i l l e g a l a b o r t i o n s , w e l l known women i n 
the community, and a do c t o r who spoke 
about t h e pressures on him as a 
p h y s i c i a n d o i n g h o s p i t a l a b o r t i o n s . 
The t r i b u n a l was a smashing success and 
a s t r o n g i n d i c t m e n t of the u n j u s t 
c h a r a c t e r of t h e c u r r e n t l e g i s l a t i o n 
c o ncerning a b o r t i o n . 

Pro-choice a c t i v i s t s r e a l i z e d when 
the Winnipeg c l i n i c c l o s e d j u s t how 
i s o l a t e d the d i f f e r e n t s t r u g g l e s were 
p r o v i n c i a l l y , and f e l t t h a t the c l i n i c 
would have been defended much more 

e f f e c t i v e l y i f t h e r e had e x i s t e d a 
b i - n a t i o n a l (French and E n g l i s h ) 
movement t o a t t a c k the f e d e r a l law as 
such. I n May 1985 a c t i v i s t s from 
across Canada met t o disc u ss ways t o 
improve communications and c o o r d i n a t e 
e f f o r t s . Out of t h a t meeting came the 
idea f o r the t r i b u n a l s . The aim i s t o 
go beyond the t r i b u n a l s t o the b u i l d i n g 
of a broad movement s i m i l a r t o t h a t 
which e x i s t e d b e f o r e 1969 w i t h t he 
A b o r t i o n Caravan. 

T r i b u n a l s are bein g organized i n 
Edmonton, Winnipeg, Saskatoon ( n o t 
confirm e d a t t h i s w r i t i n g ) , Toronto, 
M o n t r e a l , and H a l i f a x . , They w i l l 
c u l m i n a t e w i t h a n a t i o n a l t r i b u n a l i n 
Ottawa i n May, at t e n d e d by i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l guests and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from t h e l o c a l c o a l i t i o n s . A l l the 
t r i b u n a l s are bein g v i d e o t a p e d . 

Pro-choice women are angry a t the f a c t 
t h a t Henry M o r g e n t a l e r ' s lawyer, M o r r i s 
Manning, has taken up a n t i - l a b o u r and 
anti-women causes ( c o n s i s t e n t w i t h h i s 
c i v i l l i b e r t a r i a n approach). OCAC, a 
f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n which r e c e i v e s 
much of i t s support from the labour 
s e c t o r s , has s t a t e d t h a t i f i t were up 
t o them t h e y would f i r e Manning. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y OCAC has no power t o 
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decide on M o r g e n t a l e r 1 s choice of a 
defence lawyer, cayenne urges readers 
t o support OCAC's p o s i t i o n and w r i t e 
Morgentaler and CARAL u r g i n g them t o 
rec o n s i d e r Manning's us e f u l n e s s t o them 
i n l i g h t o f the c h a r a c t e r of the broad 
base of the choice movement. 

From the Toronto Morgentaler C l i n i c 
comes the good news t h a t N i k k i Colodny 
has s t a r t e d p e r f o r m i n g a b o r t i o n s t h e r e . 
A co-founder of Doctors f o r Choice, 
N i k k i i s a s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t and a 
long-time a c t i v i s t i n t h e women's 
movement who has been a member of OCAC 
d u r i n g the l a s t year. 

The bad news i s t h a t the movement 
i n Toronto i s i n danger of being 
demobilized by the case being t i e d up 
i n the c o u r t s , and perhaps by a f a l s e 
sense of s e c u r i t y because the c l i n i c i s 
s t i l l f u n c t i o n i n g a f t e r more than a 
year. The c l i n i c seems safe . But i t 
i s o n l y safe because of the breadth of 
support i t gets from the pro-choice 
movement. We must not be complacent 
and l e t t h a t support f a l l away. On the 
c o n t r a r y , we have t o m u l t i p l y i t . The 
f i g h t has been a r e a l d r a i n on our 
ene r g i e s , both i n d i v i d u a l l y and 
c o l l e c t i v e l y , b ut i t i s more i m p o r t a n t 
than ever t o c o n t i n u e t o s t r u g g l e . 

HE SAID VoHT ) HE SAI D ) " E SFL:D 
WORRY AÉW1T } HE SH OULD I I ' P L O 0 5 E 
BIRTH COHTKOLL) H AJ£ SEKU A L ) M V JO B I P 
I M P REGN A N T / . F R E - E. D 0 M . ' ) 1 SAI D N O : 

J.IM P REGN A N T 1 L' M P R E V A U T 

peaking of choice/ ! 

HE HAD SEX.. 
HE'S SELDOM 

RESPONSIBLE 

Uruguayan Women Oppose Silent Scream 
Women's groups I n Uruguay are 
p r o t e s t i n g the showing of the a n t i -
choice f i l m . S i l e n t Scream, i n pr i m a r y 
and secondary schools, as w e l l as i n 
churches. Why, they ask, do parents 
who want t o p r o t e c t t h e i r c h i l d r e n from 
v i o l e n t or s e x u a l l y e x p l i c i t scenes i n 
movies not o b j e c t t o the showing of a 
f i l m f u l l o f l i e s and d i s t o r t i o n s ? The 
f i l m i s a l r e a d y having n e g a t i v e e f f e c t s 
on the mental h e a l t h of the c h i l d r e n 
and adolescents s u b j e c t e d t o i t . 

They c i t e t he case of a f o u r t e e n -
y e a r - o l d g i r l who re f u s e s t o speak t o 
or touch her mother because she had an 
a b o r t i o n i n her youth, and of a 
seventeen-year-old who c r i e s and vomits 
c o n s t a n t l y because she has been 

convinced t h a t the a b o r t i o n she had was 
murder. Uruguayan women are demanding 
t h a t the f i l m showings be accompanied 
by showings of the r e b u t t a l f i l m s , and 
t h a t the c h i l d r e n be shown the ot h e r 
face of v i o l e n c e : malnourished and 
abandoned c h i l d r e n begging i n the 
s t r e e t s , women dead of b a c k s t r e e t 
a b o r t i o n s . They want t o g i v e t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n f a c t s and not propaganda, 
a l l o w i n g them t o form t h e i r own 
o p i n i o n s ; t w e l v e years of d i c t a t o r s h i p 
have t a u g h t them t o c h e r i s h a c r i t i c a l 
s p i r i t and defend i t a g a i n s t such 
m a n i p u l a t i o n . 

M u j e r / i l e t , February 86, No. 55, 

t r a n s l a t e d by C h r i s t I n a M i l l s * 
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Action for Day Care! 

1 _ J 1 

Sue C o l l e y 
Toronto 

Yet another f e d e r a l committee w i l l 
s t u d y c h i l d care i n Canada i n 1986. 
A p a r l i a m e n t a r y t a s k f o r c e was 
appoint e d by M i n i s t e r of Health and 
Welfare Jake Epp, and charged t o r e p o r t 
i n one year. The Task Force has the 
mandate t o examine and r e p o r t on the 
f u t u r e of c h i l d care I n Canada i n the 
c o n t e x t o f the changing needs of the 
Canadian f a m i l y . I t w i l l examine: 

• the requirement s of c h i l d r e n f o r 
care; 

• the r o l e of the f e d e r a l government 
i n c h i l d care; 

• a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r f u t u r e a c t i o n by 
the f e d e r a l government. 

I n the meantime, the r e p o r t of the 
t h r e e - q u a r t e r m i l l i o n d o l l a r Task Force 
ap p o i n t e d by the pre v i o u s L i b e r a l 
government t o do a s i m i l a r j o b , has not 
ye t been r e l e a s e d . I t i s expected i n 
March. 

P u b l i c h e a r i n g s i n O n t a r i o f o r the 
Conservative's Task Force w i l l be h e l d 
between May 5 and 16, al t h o u g h p r e c i s e 
dates and places are not yet s e t . 
Groups and i n d i v i d u a l s who want t o 
address t h e Task Force must appl y by 
telephone or i n w r i t i n g b efore March 
15. W r i t t e n b r i e f s may be sent t o the 
Task Force u n t i l June. 

The O n t a r i o C o a l i t i o n f o r B e t t e r 
Day Care, the Canadian Day Care 
Advocacy A s s o c i a t i o n a l o n g w i t h many 

women's groups, t r a d e unions and s o c i a l 
p l a n n i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s have been 
c a l l i n g upon the f e d e r a l government t o 
pr o v i d e funds f o r a comprehensive, 
u n i v e r s a l l y - a c c e s s i b l e , h i g h q u a l i t y , 
n o n - p r o f i t c h i l d care system i n Canada 
f o r many years. Despite the f a c t t h a t 
t a s k f o r c e s appear t o spend p u b l i c 
money w i t h o u t t a k i n g any a c t i o n , i t i s 

Sl e a r t h a t we must once again use these 
e a r i n g s t o express our message t o the 

government. 
The h e a r i n g s w i l l be our l a s t 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r many years t o say again 
t h a t : 

• l i c e n s e d c h i l d care s e r v i c e s are 
Canadian t o most 

Canadian parents 
work t o earn a 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s , 

i n a c c e s s i b l e 
c h i l d r e n . 

• t h e m a j o r i t y of 
w i t h young c h i l d r e n 
l i v i n g and support 
and r e q u i r e c h i l d care t o do so. 

• most wor k i n g p a r e n t s cannot a f f o r d 
day care f e e s , which are now 
between $4,000 and $8,000 a year 
per c h i l d . 

• q u a l i t y c h i l d care s e r v i c e s depend 
on w e l l - t r a i n e d s t a f f who should 
r e c e i v e s a l a r i e s and b e n e f i t s 
commensurate w i t h the value of 
t h e i r work and e d u c a t i o n a l 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 

« an e q u i t a b l e employment s t r a t e g y 
f o r women must i n c l u d e access t o 
a f f o r d a b l e , h i g h - q u a l i t y c h i l d care. 

• f e d e r a l i n i t i a t i v e s are needed now 
t o implement a d i r e c t l y - f u n d e d 
c h i l d care system and t o i n t r o d u c e 
a system of p a r e n t a l leave. 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO I 

1. Make copies of t h i s a r t i c l e and 
d i s t r i b u t e them. 
2. Contact your l o c a l CDCAA 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e (Jane B e r t r a n d , 416-667¬
3273 or J u l i e Mathien 416-979-2393), 
your l o c a l Day Care C o a l i t i o n or the 
On t a r i o C o a l i t i o n f o r B e t t e r Day Care 
(416-766-4691) t o f i n d out when the 
Task Force i s coming t o your area. 

3. Ask f o r a h e a r i n g b e f o r e the Task 
Force. You don't need t o prepare a 
fo r m a l p r e s e n t a t i o n . J u s t a b r i e f 
personal statement about your own c h i l d 
care experiences would be very 
e f f e c t i v e . Remember t h a t the d e a d l i n e 
f o r r e q u e s t i n g a h e a r i n g i s March 
15th. 

4. Find out what a c t i v i t i e s are planned 

f o r the Task Force's v i s i t t o your 
area. I f none are planned, p l a n some. 
5. Ask f o r a meeting w i t h your MP f o r 
you and your group t o dis c u ss day 
care. 

6. A t t e n d the Task Force h e a r i n g s . 

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES: 

Pa r l i a m e n t a r y Task Force on C h i l d 
Care, 151 Sparks S t r e e t , S u i t e 308, 
Ottawa KIN 1C3. ( t e l : 613-995-8633). 

Canadian Day Care Advocacy A s s o c i a t i o n , 
323 Chapel S t r e e t , Ottawa KIN 7Z2. 
( t e l : 613-594-31996). 

O n t a r i o C o a l i t i o n f o r B e t t e r Day Care, 
S u i t e 700, 1260 Bay S t r e e t , Toronto M5R 
2B5. ( t e l : 416-766-4691). • 

The March Of Men 
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WOMEN PRISONERS ABUSED 
C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

The problems of women p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s i n the P h i l i p p i n e s have 
become so acute t h a t a women's group i n 
Davao C i t y has se t up a s p e c i a l Women 
Detainees Program t o work t o improve 
t h e i r l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , h e l p get them 
l e g a l a i d , and safeguard t h e i r c i v i l 
and human r i g h t s . Rape i s commonplace 
and women u s u a l l y keep q u i e t about i t 
so as n o t t o h u r t t h e i r chances of 
r e l e a s e . Women who have dared complain 
t o h i g h e r a u t h o r i t i e s have been 
t h r e a t e n e d , and one woman who dared 
b r i n g charges a g a i n s t her r a p i s t on her 
rel e a s e has been t o l d by the m i l i t a r y 
t h a t she w i l l be shot on s i g h t ; 
meanwhile the r a p i s t has m y s t e r i o u s l y 
"escaped" custody and disappeared. 

Most detainees are v i c t i m s of 
zoning o p e r a t i o n s , i n which the 
m i l i t a r y sweep through poor communities 
Just t o see what they are a b l e t o f i n d . 
The most common accusations are 
subversion and co n s p i r a c y t o commit 
r e b e l l i o n . Many do not have o f f i c i a l 
charges a g a i n s t them, but may stay i n 

d e t e n t i o n from a month t o a year 
w i t h o u t b e i n g o f f i c i a l l y charged. 

While women o u t s i d e the p r i s o n s 
are o r g a n i z i n g i n s o l i d a r i t y w i t h women 
de t a i n e e s , the p r i s o n e r s themselves are 
busy w o r k i n g t o h e l p themselves on the 
I n s i d e . They have some income-
g e n e r a t i n g p r o j e c t s , such as 
h a n d i c r a f t s , which p r o v i d e funds f o r 
supplementary food, medicines, house-
h o l d maintenance, e t c . They have b u i l t 
t h e i r own beds from t h i s money. There 
are common funds f o r emergency purposes 
and f o r d e t a i n e e s who get r e l e a s e d , t o 
he l p them get back on t h e i r f e e t . 

They a l s o c a r r y out p r o t e s t 
a c t i o n s a g a i n s t abuses and p r i s o n 
c o n d i t i o n s . They f i n d t h a t t h e y have 
more leverage when they launch u n i t e d 
e f f o r t s , the most usual form of which 
i s t h e hunger s t r i k e . An abusive guard 
was removed from the d e t e n t i o n c e n t e r 
when he became the o b j e c t of one such 
s t r i k e . A hunger s t r i k e u s u a l l y l a s t s 
f o r t h r e e days, w i t h the detainees 
s u b s i s t i n g on water and o c c a s i o n a l l y 
b i s c u i t s . 

D u r i n g these p e r i o d s the women are 
a t the f r o n t l i n e . The guards are l e s s 
l i k e l y t o h u r t them. Heated clashes 
between male de t a i n e es and the guards 
are a v e r t e d w i t h t h e more v o c a l 
presence of the women a t the 
f r o n t l i n e . 

The d e t a i n e e s are t r y i n g t o make 
t h e i r l i f e i n d e t e n t i o n as p r o d u c t i v e 
as p o s s i b l e , but they need more 
sup p o r t , moral as w e l l as m a t e r i a l . 
There I s an ur g e n t need f o r l e g a l a i d 
t o f o l l o w up re l e a s e work and charges 
of sexual abuse. Strong l o b b y i n g i s 
needed f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r 
r i g h t s as detainees and f o r reforms i n 
the c o n d i t i o n s i n s i d e the p r i s o n s . 
T h e i r f a m i l i e s a l s o need sup p o r t; many 
deta i n e e s are s o l e breadwinners and i n 
some cases t h e i r income from 
h a n d i c r a f t s i s the o n l y source of food 
f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

I f you would l i k e t o w r i t e t o a 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r or send s u p p o r t , 
please w r i t e t o Women Detainees 
Program, Alyansa sa Makinasudnong 
Kababaihan (AMK), Rm. 201, Gabaton 
Bldg., Q u i r i n o Ave., Davao C i t y , 
P h i l i p p i n e s . 

The f o l l o w i n g is from a r e p o r t 

given in Nairobi by GABRIELA, a women's 

coal it i o n . 

The sexual abuse of women by the 
m i l i t a r y i s b e l i e v e d t o be roote d i n 
the p a t r i a r c h a l o r i e n t a t i o n of 
P h i l i p p i n e s o c i e t y which f o s t e r s t h e 
c h a u v i n i s t i c a t t i t u d e of r e g a r d i n g 
women as sex o b j e c t s . Women i n 
m i l i t a r i z e d areas are the most 
v u l n e r a b l e t o t h i s a t t i t u d e . Hemmed 
i n t o m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l l e d zones, which 
they cannot leave a t w i l l , many women 
f a l l prey t o v a r i o u s forms of abuse. 
Only a few, however, bother t o r e p o r t 
t h e i r o r d e a l t o the a u t h o r i t i e s . Such 
co n f e s s i o n s of sexual abuse are 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y unappealing t o F i l i p i n o 
women, e s p e c i a l l y those i n the 
c o u n t r y s i d e who grew up i n the 
r e l i g i o u s , c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l t e n e t s 
of v i r g i n i t y b e fore marriage and 
monogamous sex a f t e r marriage. To 
break e i t h e r , w i l f u l l y o r through no 
f a u l t of her own, brands a woman as 
s o c i a l l y u n d e s i r a b l e , an o u t c a s t i n her 
community. 

Moreover, the few v i c t i m s who have 
dared t o brave s o c i a l scorn t o seek 
j u s t i c e seemed o n l y t o have exposed 
themselves n e e d l e s s l y . Only i n r a r e 
cases do t h e i r c o m p l a i n t s reach the 
c o u r t s . I n some cases, the v i c t i m i s 
asked t o s e t t l e out of c o u r t , 
e s p e c i a l l y i f the m i l i t a r y man accused 
o f f e r s t o marry her. 

The p r a c t i c e of a s k i n g the v i c t i m s 
t o marry t h e i r t o r t u r e r s stems out of 
the f e u d a l a t t i t u d e of r e g a r d i n g women 
as homebound, as c a r e t a k e r s of 
c h i l d r e n . When a woman i s s e x u a l l y 
abused, she sees h e r s e l f as u n f i t f o r 
t h i s model r o l e , an unclean woman who 
i s now not worthy of a man's love. 

Thus the idea behind t h e o f f e r of 
marriage i s t o "save" the woman1 s 
l i f e . 

. . . i n most cases, the t h r e a t of rape 
i s enough t o make a woman detainee 
succumb... they would even g l a d l y choose 
death r a t h e r than be su b j e c t e d t o 
sexual i n d i g n i t i e s from which they 



b e l i e v e t h e i r s e l f - e s t e e m K i l l never 
recover. 

The i r o n y of m i l i t a r i z a t i o n i s t h a t 
w h i l e i t t o u t s law enforcement as i t s 
main reason f o r being, i t has c r e a t e d a 
c o n d i t i o n of lawlessness t h a t t a c i t l y 
a l l o w s t h e commission of n o t o r i o u s 
crimes d u r i n g m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s . 
M i l i t a r y areas, i n f a c t , have become 
" f r e e f i r e " zones where s o l d i e r s abuse 
women a t w i l l . Given t h e i r s u p e r i o r 
weapons and p o s i t i o n s of a u t h o r i t y , 

m i l i t a r y men t h i n k t h a t they are above 
the law, and rape i s t h e i r p r e r o g a t i v e 
or " f r i n g e b e n e f i t " . 

. . . i n a f a s c i s t regime, these are 
not o n l y v a l u a b l e t o o l s f o r keeping 
m i l i t a r y men happy but a l s o t a c t i c s f o r 
t e r r o r i z i n g women from j o i n i n g 
a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t movements. F a s c i s t 
regimes, t h e r e f o r e , n o t o n l y breed 
sexual v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women, th e y 
a l s o need such v i o l e n c e t o p e r p e t u a t e 
themselves. 

O R G A N I Z I N G A G A I N S T V I O L E N C E I N P E R U 

I t i s not always t h e case t h a t "women's 
is s u e s " t a k e a backseat i n the heat of 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e i n the T h i r d World. I n 
Peru the women's movement i s mounting a 
campaign a g a i n s t v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women 
which i s i n v o l v i n g both r u r a l and 

urban women. I t appears t o arouse a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g response among 
indigenous women. P a r t of the 
campaign i n v o l v e d s e t t i n g up 
"mailboxes" i n poor neighbourhoods f o r 
women t o d e p o s i t t h e i r t e s t i m o n i e s 
about rape and o t h e r abuse. I n 
November t h e r e was a daylong p r o t e s t 
i n Lima which i n c l u d e d s t r e e t t h e a t r e , 
murals, photo e x h i b i t s , and d i s p l a y s of 
newspaper c l i p p i n g s a t t e s t i n g t o the 
v a r i o u s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of male 
v i o l e n c e . As w e l l , i n f o r m a t i o n t a b l e s 
p r o v i d e a d v i c e about what t o do i n the 
event of rape or a s s a u l t . 

One o f the founders o f a b a t t e r e d 
women's s h e l t e r , Rosa Duenas, a worki n g 
c l a s s indigenous woman, avowed 
f e m i n i s t , and member of the Uni t e d 
L e f t , has r e c e n t l y been e l e c t e d t o 
Lima's M u n i c i p a l C o u n c i l . She in t e n d s 
t o keep women's concerns h i g h on the 
agenda w i t h two groundbreaking 
p r o j e c t s : a c i t y - w i d e g a t h e r i n g of 
women, bo t h f e m i n i s t and n o n - f e m i n i s t , 
and a permanent m u n i c i p a l women's 
c e n t r e w i t h c o u n s e l l i n g , c r i s i s and 
l e g a l s e r v i c e s , as w e l l as c u l t u r a l and 
s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

M u j e r / i l e t , January 86, no. 54 

t r a n s l a t e d by C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 
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W O M E N AND 'A N E W C H I L E 

"Without the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of women 
t h e r e w i l l never be a democracy," 
acknowledged leaders of the p o l i t i c a l 
o p p o s i t i o n i n a Conference organized by 
the I n s t i t u t e f o r a New C h i l e . 

The conference was the f i f t h 
Summer School orga n i z ed by the 
I n s t i t u t e s i n c e 1978 i n Mendoza, the 
Arg e n t i n e c i t y c l o s e s t t o Santiago. 
From January 8 t o 16 s i x hundred 
Chi leans, mainly from i n s i d e the 
co u n t r y , met i n courses, workshops, 
c u l t u r a l and r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F e m i n i s t s presented courses on 
r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s and s t a t e p o l i t i c s , 
women1 s o r g a n i z a t i o n s and s t r a t e g i e s 
f o r s u r v i v a l , and women i n s o c i a l and 
p o l i t i c a l movements. A round t a b l e on 
women, p o l i t i c s and p a r t i e s w i t h 
members of the Fe m i n i s t Movement, the 
Movement of Pobladoras (women i n 
s q u a t t e r s ' s e t t l e m e n t s ) , and the 
Women's Movement f o r S o c i a l i s m focussed 

on the need f o r the e n t i r e Chilean 
women's movement t o work t o g e t h e r on a 
common p l a t f o r m i n order t o have more 
i n f l u e n c e on the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . 

I n t he second p a r t of the 
conference the p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z e r s 
h e l d a workshop e n t i t l e d , "The S o c i e t y 
We Want." Despite the f a c t t h a t 35% of 
conference p a r t i c i p a n t s were women, and 
a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n were young people, 
n e i t h e r c o n s t i t u e n c y was i n v i t e d t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e the workshop. I n response 
to t h i s r e i n f o r c e m e n t of t h e i r 
i n v i s i b i l i t y , women p a i n t e d under the 
banner, "The So c i e t y We Want," the 
words, " w i l l have n e i t h e r women nor 
youth !" 

This development, e n t i r e l y 
p r e d i c t a b l e i n view of the h i s t o r y o f 
the l e f t , m o t i v a t e d women t o organiz e 
t h e i r own workshop e n t i t l e d , "Women and 
the S o c i e t y We Want." I n i t they 
i n v i t e d p a r t i c i p a n t s , and e s p e c i a l l y 
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p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , t o answer t h r e e 
q u e s t i o n s : What does your p a r t y t h i n k 
of t h e s o c i a l movements women are 
in v o l v e d i n ? How are women i n t e g r a t e d 
i n t he l i f e o f your p a r t y ? What 
concrete steps does your p a r t y propose 
t o ensure t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n of women i n 
the s o c i e t y t o come w i t h the f u t u r e 
democracy? 

Some responded by t a l k i n g about 
the h i g h c a l i b r e of women m i l i t a n t s i n 
t h e i r p a r t i e s ; o t h e r s d e f i n e d feminism 
as a pr o d u c t exported from Nort h 
America; o t h e r s argued t h a t the 
fundamental t a s k was t o overthrow the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p ; o t h e r s acknowledged t h e i r 
own ignorance as p o l i t i c a l leaders of 
the problems of women and the s i t u a t i o n 
of women m i l i t a n t s i n t h e i r p a r t i e s . 

The r e s u l t of t h e d i s c u s s i o n was 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n on the p a r t of the 
leaders o f the need f o r p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s t o seek new ways of r e l a t i n g t o 
s o c i a l movements, and of the f a c t t h a t 
t h e r e w i l l be no democracy unless 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s i n c o r p o r a t e women and 
t h e i r s p e c i f i c demands i n t h e i r 
p l a t f o r m s . 

M u j e r / i l e t , February 86, No. 55, 

t r a n s l a t e d and condensed by 

C h r i s t i n a M i l l s « 

R A C I S M & T H E U O F T 
L A W S C H O O L 

J u l i e Noble 
Toronto 

On January 21 the South A f r i c a n 
ambassador t o Canada debated a p a r t h e i d 
w i t h a U n i v e r s i t y of Toronto law 
pr o f e s s o r . The i n v i t a t i o n s t o 
Ambassador Babb, and h i s appearance a t 
the law sc h o o l , were surrounded by 
co n t r o v e r s y . 

The f i r s t i n v i t a t i o n extended by 
the U. of T. I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law S o c i e t y 
was withdrawn s h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s f i r s t 
scheduled v i s i t . Pressure from t h e 
f a c u l t y and st u d e n t body of the 
U n i v e r s i t y l e d the S o c i e t y t o decide 
a g a i n s t p l a y i n g host t o t h e ambassador 
of an openly r a c i s t regime w i t h a 
shoddy human r i g h t s r e c o r d . 

I n r e a c t i o n t o t h i s move a group 
of law s t u d e n t s formed a c l u b , t h e so-
c a l l e d "Lawyers f o r Fundamental 
Freedoms," i n order t o r e - i n v i t e Babb. 
He p r o m p t l y accepted. 

The "Lawyers f o r Fundamental 
Freedoms" claimed t h a t they were 
i n v i t i n g Babb, n o t because they 
supported a p a r t h e i d , but because they 
f e l t the p r i n c i p l e of freedom of speech 
had been v i o l a t e d when the i n i t i a l 
i n v i t a t i o n was revoked. The more 
extreme among them argued t h a t no one 
had t h e r i g h t t o take away t h e i r r i g h t 
t o w i t n e s s an a f t e r n o o n ' s 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t , no mat t e r who was 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g . 

Those who o b j e c t e d t o the 
i n v i t a t i o n p o i n t e d out t h a t Babb1s 
freedom of speech was not v i o l a t e d , 
s i n c e he i s f r e e t o speak where and 
when he wants t o i n Canada, and does 
so. He has no p r e - e x i s t i n g " r i g h t " t o 
come t o our law school and debate; no 
one does. 
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There can be no debate about 
a p a r t h e i d . Government sponsored racism 
and oppressio n i s wrong and inhuman. 
We needn't a t t e n d debates t o e s t a b l i s h 
t h a t . 

What we need t o do i s work on 
beh a l f of the oppressed i n South 
A f r i c a , and show our d i s a p p r o v a l of 
t h a t regime, through d i v e s t i n g Canada 
of South A f r i c a n investments , and yes, 
by b o y c o t t i n g and d e m o n s t r a t i n g a g a i n s t 
South A f r i c a n d i p l o m a t s i n our own 
cou n t r y . 

When t h e South A f r i c a n ambassador 
came on January 31 t h e r e were many 
w e l l - o r g a n i z e d and moving demonstra-
t i o n s a g a i n s t h i s government. When he 
l e f t , t he "Lawyers f o r Fundamental 
Freedoms" and t h e i r s u p p o r t e rs f e l t 
s a t i s f i e d t h a t j u s t i c e had been done: 
Babb had been g i v e n a chance t o speak. 
For those who thought the issue of t h e 
day was f r e e speech, t h a t was the end 
of i t . T h e i r s i m p l e , c o n t a i n e d d i s p u t e 
had been f o u g h t and won and l i b e r a l 
m i d d l e - c l a s s standards had p r e v a i l e d . 
The f u r t h e s t t h i n g from t h e i r minds the 
f o l l o w i n g Monday was the s t a t e of 
oppression i n South A f r i c a . 

The danger i n couching an issue 
such as t h i s i n terms of "freedom of 
speech" i s t h a t i t g i v e s the i l l u s i o n 
t h a t t he problem i s smal l and 
manageable and t h a t the s o l u t i o n i s 
always the same, namely, t o l e t the 
person v o i c e t h e i r o p i n i o n . 

I c h e r i s h c i v i l l i b e r t i e s , but I 
al s o t h i n k t h a t i t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r us 
to r e a l i z e we need not c o n t i n u e t o r e -
i n v e n t the wheel as f a r as m o r a l i t y i s 
concerned. Sexism i s wrong. Racism i s 
wrong, and a p a r t h e i d i s one of i t s 
i n c a r n a t i o n s . Some t h i n g s are j u s t not 
up f o r debate. * 

antidote for burnout 
Don't work tomorrow 
When you cough, when your throat burns, 
stomach hurts, chest feels tight, legs ache 

Don't work 
Read Meridel Le Sueur's short story 
"Biography of My Daughter" and remember 
activism can kill as easily as capitalism 
though the death is not as sour, 
Remember a serious illness 
can divert your effort for years, 
Remeraber it takes a long life 
to Finish this job you've chosen, 
and don't work tomorrow. 

When you can't sleep at night, cry 
une>pectedly over a lover, friend, parents 
your dog who died 
or for no reason you know... 

Don't work tomorrow 
any repetitive motion 
don't 

Pick one of these instead: 
sleep 
think however you like 
walk 
plan food 
dream 
make love 
eat 

Do it with someone you love 
Do it with yourself 
Only pick one 
Take this remedy until all symptoms disappear 

Trust the heart 
which brought you here 
(your heart will bring you back) 
and 
don't work tomorrow. 

J-'ArSS 
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I N T E R V I E W : 

1981. Her 
R e l a t i o n s h i p s : 
1950's" was a 
I n it she 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
p a r t n e r s h i p . 

Amy G o t t l i e b 
Toronto 

/ met Joan Nestle l a s t November at a 
conference on pornography and 

p r o s t i t u t i o n at which she presented her 
thoughts on the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
l e s b i a n s and p r o s t i t u t e s . 

I had f i r s t read her work i n the 

Sex I s sue of H e r e s i e s , published i n 

a r t i c l e "Butch-Fern 

Sexual Courage in the 

ground-breaking a r t i c l e , 

argued that butch-fern 

were "an e r o t i c 

s e r v i n g both as a 

conspicuous f l a g of r e b e l l i o n and an 

intimate e x p l o r a t i o n of women's 

s e x u a l i t y . They were f i l l e d with a 

deeply l e s b i a n language of stance, 

d r e s s , and gesture." 

As one of the founding members of 

the Lesbian Herstory Archives i n New 

York C i t y , she continues to document 

the d i v e r s i t y of women's l i v e s in the 

past and the present. 

T h i s i n t e r v i e w , o r i g i n a l l y done 

f o r R i t e s Magazine, has been excerpted 

f o r cayenne. 

I interviewed Joan i n her home. 

The Lesbian Herstory Archives in New 

York C i t y , i n December, 1985. 

Enjoy! 

A.G. : The a r t i c l e you wrote on 
butch/fern r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n the Sex 
Issue of Heresies was very i m p o r t a n t t o 
me. Reading i t and he a r i n g a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of the B u f f a l o Women's 
H i s t o r y P r o j e c t , were the most 
i m p o r t a n t t h i n g s t o me- i n re-assessing 
my assumptions about butch/fern 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . I thought they were of 
the past and a mimic of 
h e t e r o s e x u a l i t y , and t h a t l e s b i a n s i n 
th e new wave of feminism, i n c l u d i n g 

myself d i d not take butcn/tem r o l e s . 
Were you aware when you wrote t h a t 
a r t i c l e how much of a ste p you were 
t a k i n g and how unorthodox i t was? 

J.N.: I wrote i t because I had t o f o r 
myself. I had welcomed feminism i n the 
'70s w i t h d e s p e r a t e l y open arms, 
because I had f e l t d i r t y f o r many 
years. I had f e l t d e v i a n t and 
f r e a k i s h . The p a r t of me t h a t needed 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n was the p a r t t h a t 
q u estioned what being a woman meant, 
gi v e n the h i s t o r y I had l i v e d . 

So when feminism came w i t h i t s 
a n a l y s i s and i t hooked up w i t h a l l the 
o t h e r p o l i t i c a l analyses I had done, I 
was ready t o j e t t i s o n e v e r y t h i n g t o be 
p a r t of t h i s new s i s t e r h o o d . I t was 
both emotional need and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n of something t h a t made 
sense. 

So I went through the e a r l y 
'70s and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n f o u n d i n g some 
of the e a r l y l e s b i a n f e m i n i s t groups 
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here. Then I s t a r t e d n o t i c i n g t h a t 
t h e r e were whole p o p u l a t i o n s of women 
who had g i v e n me s t r e n g t h to s u r v i v e , 
women t h a t I had loved i n the l a t e '50s 
and '60s t h a t I d i d not see anyplace i n 
t h i s new w o r l d . I learned t h a t I had 
t o keep my mouth shut about c e r t a i n 
t h i n g s because i t d i d n ' t f i t i n t o the 
r e q u i r e d "passport" t o e n t e r t h i s 
w o r l d and s t a y i n i t . I l e a r n e d t h a t 
c l a s s played a r o l e , but wasn't t o be 
t a l k e d about ; and c e r t a i n sexual 
p r a c t i c e s were taboo. 

I saw t h a t I was s t i l l l e a d i n g a 
double l i f e . I n the o l d days i t was a 
double l i f e i n the sense t h a t I would 
work I n o f f i c e s and I would c a l l my 
woman l o v e r "he" over the phone. Now I 
was l i v i n g another double l i f e i n 
feminism. I had butch/fern sex r e l a -
t i o n s h i p s , d i d a l l k i n d s of t h i n g s l i k e 
u s i n g d i l d o e s , and goin g t o butch/fem 
bars, t h a t never played a r o l e i n the 
p o l i t i c s I was h e l p i n g t o c r e a t e . 

I knew t h a t something was missing 

i n t he w o r l d I saw around me; 
understandings were mis s i n g . J u s t as 
feminism had g i v e n me t h i n g s , I was 
a l s o l o s i n g something. That a r t i c l e 
churned around i n me f o r a v e r y l o n g 
t i m e . I hadn't w r i t t e n a n y t h i n g t h a t 
had been p u b l i s h e d b e f o r e . This was a 
watershed a r t i c l e . 

When I f i r s t s u b m i t t e d the a r t i c l e 
i t was r e j e c t e d . The woman s a i d t h a t 
butch/fem was a r e p l i c a of heterosex-
u a l i t y , t h a t I was r o m a n t i c i z i n g i t , 
and t h a t the a r t i c l e c o u l d n ' t be 
p u b l i s h e d the way i t was. I wasn't 
going t o send i t back but a s t r a i g h t 
woman f r i e n d of mine r e a l l y pushed me 
i n t o n ot g i v i n g up so e a s i l y . The most 
imp o r t a n t r e s u l t s of the a r t i c l e are 
women w r i t i n g t o me, say i n g t h a t i t 
r e l e a s e d them from shame and helped 
them understand o t h e r l o v e r s , and gave 
them a sense of h i s t o r y . 

A.G.: How d i d you begin t o look i n t o 
and t h i n k about the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between l e s b i a n s and p r o s t i t u t e s ? 

J.N.: I t s t a r t e d w i t h the same 
impetus—my f e e l i n g t h a t something i s 
mi s s i n g . I n the 50s, when I came o u t , 
p r o s t i - t u t e s were p a r t of our c i r c l e s . 
They were our l o v e r s and our f r i e n d s , 
were a r r e s t e d a t the same t i m e , rode i n 
the same v i c e squad wagon, and ran from 
the same p o l i c e . 

I've a l s o come t o terms w i t h the 
f a c t t h a t my mother worked as a 
p r o s t i t u t e a t times when she c o u l d n ' t 
make the r e n t money. And a deeper 
t h i n g , t h a t has t o do w i t h the r e c e n t , 
pornography/anti-pornography b a t t l e - -
i t was c l e a r t o me t h a t we needed 
something e l s e i n our a n a l y s i s . I 
thought t h a t what was m i s s i n g was the 
v o i c e of "working women" themselves and 
a sense of t h e i r own h i s t o r y . And I 
t h i n k one of my primary goals i n doing 
h i s t o r y work i s to c r e a t e i n t e r a c t i o n 
between the past and the present. 
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L

 s u c h 9 • k i n s h i p w i t h 
l e s b i a n s and hookers, dykes and whores. 
I j u s t had t o e x p l o r e why t h a t made 
sense t o me. I t seemed t o me t h a t i t 
would l e a d t o a d i f f e r e n t place. 

I had an a f f a i r w i t h a 'working 
woman' and many of the l o v e r s of women 
i n the bar were 'working women'. There 
were l o t s of d i f f e r e n t bars, but the 
one I went t o was a haven f o r s e x u a l l y 
d i f f e r e n t women. T r a n s v e s t i t e women, 
p r o s t i t u t e s and l e s b i a n s were a l l t h e r e 
t o g e t h e r . 

I t h i n k the constant theme i n 
e v e r y t h i n g t h a t ï am doing i s e n r i c h i n g 
not endangering feminism., I have been 
accused of being p a t r i a r c h a l and 
r e a c t i o n a r y . But I j u s t see t h i s work 
as a way of g i v i n g something t o a 
movement t h a t gave me l i f e . And I t h i n k 
a l l these o t h e r voices are as l i f e -
g i v i n g . 

A.G.: At t h e conference i n Toronto you 
mentioned t h a t you had sex w i t h women 
f o r money. Could you t a l k about t h a t a 
b i t . 

J.N.: Along w i t h t h e a b s o l u t e l y 
necessary, courageous and v i t a l work 
women are d o i n g w i t h rape c r i s i s 
c e n t r e s and b a t t e r e d women's s h e l t e r s , 
t h e r e are o t h e r groups of women who are 
doing p a r a l l e l i m p o r t a n t t h i n g s . These 
are t h e women who have s e t up s e x u a l l y 
f r e e spaces, who a l l o w women t o e x p l o r e 
who we are s e x u a l l y , i n as much 
t e r r i t o r y as we can c r e a t e i n a male-
c o n t r o l l e d w o r l d . 

I have taken money f o r sex w i t h 
women, which was my own a c t . I don't 
i n any way compare t h a t t o s t r e e t 
women, because I d i d i t under s a f e t y 
and under c o n t r o l l e d circumstances, and 
I was e x p l o r i n g what i t a l l meant. 

I t h i n k i n a way i t was a r e -
con n e c t i n g w i t h my mother. My mother 
was a v e r y s e x u a l l y f r e e woman, and 
sometimes took money when she was 

desperate. But she loved sex and she 
loved men. She loved f u c k i n g and cock-
s u c k i n g and she made no bones about i t . 
But t h e r e were p r i c e s t h a t were p a i d ; 
a t times I wanted j u s t a r e g u l a r 
mother. ( I never knew my f a t h e r , i t 
was j u s t her and I . ) 

So p a r t of i t was t h a t I was 
t r y i n g t o e x p l o r e myself. I t was a 
s e x u a l i t y I f e l t c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h . 
I t ' s c a r r y i n g on my own h e r i t a g e , grows 
out of my l i f e and t h e r e f o r e i t ' s not 
f o r everyone t o do. 

I'11 j u s t g i v e you a l i t t l e 
anecdote, how i t worked w i t h t h i s one 
woman t h a t I d i d i t w i t h once. I went 
wearing ray r e g u l a r c l o t h e s , my 
community c l o t h e s , and had c a r r i e d my 
o u t f i t — m y b l a c k s l i p and heels and 
bla c k s t o c k i n g s . She welcomed me i n t o 
her apartment. As lon g as I was 
s i t t i n g t h e r e i n my r e g u l a r c l o t h e s I 
f e l t i n c r e d i b l y u n c o m f o r t a b l e . The 
minute I changed i n t o my working 
c l o t h e s i t was p e r f e c t l y f i n e . I was 
a t ease and i t f e l t v ery n a t u r a l . I t 
was a very moving exchange, and t h i n g s 
t h a t I ' d heard w o r k i ng women t a l k about 
I experienced f o r myself. ^ o r 
i n s t a n c e , a f t e r the sexual a c t the 
woman b a s i c a l l y wanted t o t a l k and c r y 
and be h e l d . 
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A.G.: You d e s c r i b e y o u r s e l f as a 
s o c i a l i s t . What does t h a t mean t o you? 

J.N.: I'm a s o c i a l i s t l i k e I'm l o t of 
oth e r t h i n g s , not through e d u c a t i o n , 
but by growing up t h e daughter of a 
worki n g woman and watching my mother's 
l i f e as a bookkeeper. She was a 
s o c i a l i s t , i n her own way. I always 
heard about the bosses and I saw the 
i n e q u a l i t y of economic power and what 
i t d i d t o women's l i v e s , my mother's 
l i f e . 

I g ot t h e best e d u c a t i o n of my 
l i f e when I went t o Queen's College. 
Not i n t h e classrooms but through a 
group of people I met, many of whom 
t u r n e d out t o be gay, who were a l s o the 
daughters and sons of Communist Party 
members of the 1930's. T h e i r parents 
had helped t o c r e a t e the labour 
movement i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

I d i d n ' t even know what a f o l k 
song was u n t i l I met these people. 
They took me t o hear Pete Seeger and 
Odetta and I le a r n e d where t o put a l l 
the anger I f e l t about my mother's 
l i f e . 

Your q u e s t i o n reminds me of 
something t h a t Jonathan Katz once s a i d . 
You have t o come out on so many 
d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s a l l the time: you come 
out as a s o c i a l i s t , you come out as a 
Jew, you come out as a fem, and you 
come out aa someone who does p u b l i c 
sex. 

The Lesbian H e r s t o r y A r c h i v e s f o r 
me i s an embodiment of my s o c i a l i s t 
v i s i o n . There i s n o t h i n g here t h a t i s 
owned, i t ' s community p r o p e r t y ; the 
space we l i v e i n i s t o t a l l y shared; I 
t i t h e my s a l a r y . I t ' s a l i v e d t h i n g . 

A.G.: When you were i n Toronto you 
t a l k e d about a demonstration t h a t had 
taken place i n New York around AIDS. 
These are v e r y c o n t r a d i c t o r y times t h a t 
we are l i v i n g . On the one hand we have 
a l l these r a g i n g debates goi ng on i n 

the women's movement, and on the ot h e r 
a r e a l move t o the r i g h t i n every 
p o l i t i c a l sphere. On t o p of t h a t i s an 
e x p l o s i o n of d i s c u s s i o n around sex and 
the r e a l i t y of AIDS. How do you 
un r a v e l t h a t maze? 

J.N.: I t h i n k AIDS i s being 
misrepresented as a s e x u a l l y p u n i s h i n g , 
s e x u a l l y d e f i n e d disease. I t i s a 
t e r r i b l y dangerous t i m e , r a i s i n g the 
que s t i o n s of how one keeps sexual 
freedom, sexual j o y , and sexual 
r e s i s t a n c e a l i v e i n a time of profound 
sexual t e r r o r of d y i n g through the a c t . 
You mix t h a t w i t h the r i g h t , who use 
both the a c t u a l i t y of AIDS and the 
metaphor of AIDS f o r s t a t e sexual 
r e p r e s s i o n , the l i k e s of which we 
probably haven't seen i n our l i f e t i m e . 
Add the f e m i n i s t debate about how t o 
p r o t e c t the l i v e s of women i n r e l a t i o n 
t o sexual freedom. I j u s t know t h a t we 
have t o h o l d the l i n e , however we each 
p e r c e i v e i t . 



I t i s a time f o r g r e a t love and 
f o r anger. What moved me so about t h a t 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n was t h a t i t took me back 
a l l those years t o the anger t h a t used 
t o be i n the s t r e e t s , j u s t seeing the 
anger of ravaged faces and the men 
weeping i n l e a t h e r . I mean a l l those 
s t e r e o t y p e s we h a d — a l l you have t o do 
i s l o o k i n t h e faces of these men and 
you c a n ' t h o l d them anymore. I n some 
sense i t i s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t t i m e , 
because w e ' l l have t o l e t go o f 
t h i n g s . 

A.G.: What was the demonstration 
about? 

J.N.: Well i t grew out of t h i s new 
o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d the Lesbian and Gay 
Men's Anti- D e f a m a t i on League. The New 
York Post had the most horrendous 
coverage of the c l o s i n g of the p u b l i c 
sex bars. 

I remember r e a d i n g i t . A l l I 
c o u l d t h i n k about was the sorrow I was 
f e e l i n g . Because I remember coming out 
i n the '50s, coming out t o the 
onslaught o f — y o u ' r e f r e a k s , queers, 
e m o t i o n a l l y c r i p p l e d , you don't have 
f a m i l i e s , you're desperate, l o n e l y — a l l 
t h a t s t u f f . When you're young you f e e l 
so many t h i n g s anyway. I thought i t 
would never be t h a t way again, and then 
I picked up the Post. And I was 
r e a d i n g e x a c t l y t h a t language, 
"desperate, d r i v e n people, w i t h t h e i r 
pants around t h e i r ankles, 
f a m i l y l e s s . " 

I t happened t o be a group of o l d -
time leader s from the Gay A c t i v i s t 
A l l i a n c e days t h a t got t o g e t h e r and had 
a meeting. There must have been 500 
angry l e s b i a n s and gay men t h e r e . 

Out of t h a t came a demonstration 
a t c i t y h a l l . Our c i t y government was 
having h e a r i n g s on the c l o s i n g s and we 
were i n t h e s t r e e t s . A gay man w i t h 

AIDS, who was scheduled t o t e s t i f y 
b e f ore the h e a r i n g , was i n the crowd 
w i t h us. As he s t a r t e d up the s t a i r s 
to C i t y H a l l the p o l i c e a r r e s t e d him 
and l e d him away i n h a n d c u f f s . 

We became a mob, i n the best sense 
of the word. We j u s t s t a r t e d 
screaming, "Let him out or we're coming 
i n . " 

I t was t h a t s p i r i t ! I t h i n k I'm 
d i s a p p o i n t e d i n how we've allowed these 
c l o s i n g s . And I i n c l u d e myself t o o — 
even though I've p r o t e s t e d , I wasn't 
s i t i n g i n f r o n t of the door, l i k e I 
would have been b e f o r e . No matter how 
we f e e l about what went on i n s i d e we 
s h o u l d n ' t have l e t the c l o s i n g s happen 
w i t h o u t hundreds of people o u t s i d e . 
These are sexual t e r r i t o r i e s we've won 
and we're l o s i n g them again through an 
a l l i a n c e of our shame and t h e i r power, 
our shame and t h e i r h a t r e d . That 
combination c r e a t e s h i s t o r i c a l l e g a c i e s 
t h a t our young people w i l l have t o 
f i g h t a g a i n s t f o r years and years. 

A.G.: What has been the response of 
l e s b i a n s and l e s b i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o 
AIDS? 

J.N.: There are l e s b i a n s i n v o l v e d i n 
a l l the d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s as 
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i n d i v i d u a l s . But I haven't seen any 
p u b l i c statements by l e s b i a n s . 

One of the t h i n g s t h a t l e s b i a n s 
have t o come t o terms w i t h i s t h i s 
s l i g h t l y h y p o c r i t i c a l stance about gay 
men. We s a y — w e l l , they are not our 
b r o t h e r s ; they l i v e a d i f f e r e n t l i f e . 
And then we y e l l homophobia. I f we 
look a t the whole h i s t o r y of homophobia 
i t ' s o f t e n gay men who have been on the 
f r o n t l i n e s of bashing, of f e d e r a l 
s t a t u t e s . We can't have i t both ways. 
They are e i t h e r our b r o t h e r s i n 
oppression or we have a d i f f e r e n t 
oppression. 

A.G.: L e t 's wrap up by t a l k i n g about 
the Lesbian H e r s t o r y A r c h i v e s , your 
baby. 

J.N.: I n 1972 a group of us formed a 
new o r g a n i z a t i o n (we're always forming 
new o r g a n i z a t i o n s ) , the Gay Academic 
Union. I had gone t o a c i t y u n i v e r s i t y 
as a gay person and I teach i n the c i t y 
u n i v e r s i t y as a gay person. T h i s group 
was t o h e l p l e s b i a n and gay, both 
teachers and s t u d e n t s , i n the c i t y 
u n i v e r s i t y . We a l s o s t a r t e d a 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s - r a i s i n g group. 
Out of t h a t came a sense t h a t we 

were c r e a t i n g so many p u b l i s h e d 
m a t e r i a l s and t h i n g s , but t h a t 
they c o u l d be taken away from us very 
e a s i l y . The presses could d i e as 
q u i c k l y as they'd been born. So we 
decided t o form a group t h a t would take 
as i t s goal the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the 
markings of l e s b i a n l i f e . I t was 
c a l l e d the Lesbian H e r s t o r y A r c h i v e s . 

There are t h r e e of us i n i t now 
and thousands of women pass through i t . 
For me i t ' s a way of e t e r n a l l y saying 
thank you t o women I have loved , t o 
women who have dared one of the 
s t r o n g e s t f o r c e s i n the w o r l d w i t h the 
l e a s t amount of resources, j u s t t h e i r 
own bodies and t h e i r need t o touch. 

I t embodies a l l my p r i n c i p l e s 
about a people's h i s t o r y b e l o n g i n g t o 
people. The f a c t t h a t i t w i l l never be 
housed i n a p a t r i a r c h a l i n s t i t u t i o n , 
but always w i t h i n the community; t h a t 
i t w i l l never be b a r t e r e d or s o l d ; t h a t 
i t g i v e s comfort as w e l l as informa-
t i o n ; t h a t i t g i v e s models of courage 
as w e l l as s t u d i e s of torment. Mostly 
t h a t i t ' s a l i v i n g p l a c e , of p i c t u r e s 
and words, f a b r i c s and p o s t e r s and 
songs. And t h a t i t a l l helps t o c r e a t e 
a peoplehood. That i s something I f e l t 
v e r y deeply i n my p r e - f e m i n i s t d a y s — 
t h a t we were a people i n a r e s t r i c t e d , 
c o n t r o l l e d t e r r i t o r y . And t h e a r c h i v e s 
i s a statement about r e f u s a l of 
r e s t r i c t i o n . The most e x c i t i n g t h i n g 
now i s t h a t t h e y ' r e everywhere; there 
are l e s b i a n a r c h i v e s a l l over the 
w o r l d . * 
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I N T E R V I E W : S H E I L A R O W B O T H A M 

Linda B r i s k i n 

S h e i l a Rowbotham, s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

a c t i v i s t and co-author of Beyond the  

Fragments (among her many w r i t t e n 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s ) , was i n Toronto l a s t 

August to g i v e the keynote address at 

the I s s u e s f o r the Next Generat ton 

conference. I had the chance to speak 

t o her f o r an a l l too b r i e f hour—not 

about the women's movement i n England 

as I had hoped, f o r she declined t o "be 

a spokesperson f o r B r i t i s h feminism", 

but about the work of the Greater 

London Cou.nct I. 

The Council, which is the 

municipal government of the London 

area, was won p o l i t i c a l l y by the l e f t 

i n the 1981 l o c a l e l e c t i o n s . Since 

that time it has enraged the Thatcher 

government with i t s p r o g r e s s i v e 

p o l i c i e s , many i n response t o women's 

needs. Along with other p r o g r e s s i v e 

l o c a l Councils, it is c u r r e n t l y being 

dismembered by the Thatchersword, and 

the f u t u r e of i t s achievements i s very 

much t n doubt. [EDITOR'S NOTE: see the 

f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e by Sue Colley f o r 

more background on the GLC, and an 

update on i t s f a t e . ] 

I t s b r i e f e x i s t e n c e poses 

i n t e r e s t i n g quest i o n s about the 

p o t e n t i a l f o r the l e f t t o use I h e 

organs of municipal government , if and 

where they can be won. 

SR: I work i n the Greater London 
Coun c i l which i s the l o c a l governing 
body i n London. I t i s run by l e f t 
Labour [ P a r t y ] members—the group 
around Ken L i v i n g s t o n . I t i s l e f t 
wing i n an unusual way f o r B r i t a i n 
because i t r e l a t e s t o new [ s o c i a l ] 
movements as w e l l as t o c l a s s 
i s s u e s . 

I work w i t h the i n d u s t r y and 
employment group of t h e GLC which has 
grown from f o r t y t o 200. I t has 
taken up a l l s o r t s of d i f f e r e n t 
areas, f o r example, home work. 
[We] w r i t e and develop p o l i c y i n 
c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h home workers. When 
we have the p o l i c y i t i s then 
p o s s i b l e t o fund home worker groups 
or groups of women who are w o r k i ng 
w i t h home workers. [We are t r y i n g 
t o ] make sure t h a t the people who 
have t h e l e a s t g e t back more, so t h a t 
home workers and c l e a n e r s are g e t t i n g 
resources r a t h e r than employers. 

I n London the m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
i n d u s t r y has been de v a s t a t e d so t h a t 
people i n the more t r a d i t i o n a l 
l a b o u r movement have been f o r c e d t o 
accept a l l i a n c e s w i t h o t h e r groups. 
I n f a c t , the people who have been 
most a c t i v e i n campaigning a g a i n s t 
[ p u b l i c spending] c u t s and f o r the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of l o c a l government 
s e r v i c e s have o f t e n been p u b l i c 
s e r v i c e workers i n the n a t i o n a l 
h e a l t h s e r v i c e and i n the schools, 
many of whom are v e r y low p a i d women 
and b l a c k people. Cleaners and women 
i n the lower grades of those s o r t of 
p u b l i c s e r v i c e s r e p r e s e n t a new 
element i n mass demonstrations. 

LB: On t h e q u e s t i o n of a l l i a n c e s , 
what about the a l l i a n c e between the 
unions and the GLC? 

SR: On the whole, the unions support 
the l e f t l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s l i k e the 
GLC, and have been a c t i v e i n a l l the 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . But t h e r e are 
problems because i t o f t e n seems t h a t 
the o f f i c i a l s t r u c t u r e s don't r e a l l y 
r e p r e s e n t the masses of the w h i t e 
c o l l a r workers or the low p a i d 
c a t e r i n g workers and c l e a n e r s . 
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When I f i r s t went t o GLC, one of 
the f i r s t arguments t h a t I landed i n , 
my f i r s t day a c t u a l l y , was w i t h a man 
who thought t h a t our i n d u s t r i a l 
s t r a t e g y should g i v e p r i o r i t y t o the 
people who are a l r e a d y organized i n 
London. His experience was i n the 
o f f i c i a l s t r u c t u r e s of t r a d e unions 
and he f e l t t h a t the r e a l s t r e n g t h 
was w i t h the men who were i n the 
p r i n t i n g i n d u s t r y and i n those w e l l 
o r g a n i z e d j o b s . Ever s i n c e then, 
( t h a t was two and h a l f years ago), 
many of those places have been 
l i t e r a l l y razed t o the ground. 
P r i n t i n g and e n g i n e e r i n g i n d u s t r i e s 

have been moved t o c o u n t r y towns 
where women have taken up the 
o p e r a t i o n s , or t o Wales where t h e r e 
i s v e r y h i g h unemployment. 

And t h i s r e s t r u c t u r i n g has 
r e a l l y a f f e c t e d t r a d i t i o n a l union 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . [So] I r e a l l y argued 
w i t h him. I quoted t h i s o l d guy t h a t 
I am f r i e n d l y w i t h i n America who 
organized i n t h e 1920's. When they 
t r i e d t o o r g anize Ford's i n D e t r o i t 
people t o l d him t h a t i t was e a s i e r t o 
overthrow the Czar than t o organize 
a union t h e r e . Now people assume 
t h a t you can organize [ o n l y 
i n d u s t r i a l workers l i k e t h e s e ] . And 
each ti m e a new group i s organized 
you r e a l i z e t h a t the n o t i o n of who 
can be o r g a n i z e d i s v e r y much a 
s o c i a l and h i s t o r i c a l c o n s t r u c t . 
I t ' s not immutable. 

LB: What are some of the o t h e r 
changes i n t r o d u c e d by the GLC? 

SR: The GLC e s t a b l i s h e d the f i r s t 
Women's Committee t o e x i s t i n l o c a l 
government. As a r e s u l t of t h i s and 
[ o t h e r ] women e x e r t i n g pressure, 

l o c a l c o u n c i l s a l l over B r i t a i n 
s t a r t e d t o form Women's Committees. 

E q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t i s t h e p o l i c y 
t h a t e t h n i c , m i n o r i t y and women's 
issues a r e n ' t g h e t t o i z e d but r a t h e r 
i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the g e n e r al p o l i t i c s . 
We have been abl e t o do t h a t more 
f u l l y i n the GLC than i n o t h e r places 
because the organized presence of 
black people and women i s s t r o n g e r i n 
London than i n somewhere 1 i k e 
S h e f f i e l d which i s a l s o a l e f t wing 
c o u n c i l . 

LB : What has been the b i g g e s t 
problem f a c i n g the GLC ? 

SR: There are massive i n t e r n a l 
problems about how you a c t u a l l y 
r e f o r m the system of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
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This i s a r e a l l y important 
r e a l i z a t i o n f o r s o c i a l i s t s . Most o f 
us have experience i n small groups or 
t r y i n g t o organize s m a l l c o l l e c t i v e s 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y , w o r k i n g i n community 
p o l i t i c s or i n smal l women's groups. 
We have had l i t t l e experience w i t h a 
massive b u r e a u c r a t i c s t r u c t u r e which 
i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h a n d l i n g t h i n g s 
l i k e waste d i s p o s a l or buying school 
books cheaply. 

The problem we face i s how you 
a c t u a l l y democratize the process. 
You can't do i t by decree and i t ' s no 
good l a n d i n g i n as a load of 
p o l i t i c a l appointees and t e l l i n g 
people what they ought t o t h i n k . 
That's been a b i t the problem w i t h 
the equal o p p o r t u n i t y p o l i c i e s . I t 
takes a l o t of tim e f o r people t o 
r e a l l y f e e l the need t o be equal 
because t h e i r whole experience has 
been how t o l i f t themselves one 
l i t t l e grade above somebody e l s e . 
I t ' s n o t a s o l i d a r i t y s i t u a t i o n a t 
a l l . 

LB: What about the GLCs r e l a t i o n -
s h i p t o the women's movement? What 
c u r r e n t s o f t h e women's movement 
are w o r k i n g w i t h t h e GLC, and how 
amiable and workable i s t h a t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p ? 

SR: The Women's Committee has 
a b s o l u t e l y every s t r a n d represented, 
as a r e s u l t o f which they have had 

many d i f f i c u l t i e s . But they have 
managed t o keep g o i n g w i t h a l o t of 
women s u p p o r t i n g them. Having 
resources and p u b l i c access t o a l o t 
of people, they have been abl e t o 
take up wider i s s u e s , say of 
t r a n s p o r t which they r e l a t e t o 
women's needs such as the dangers of 
t r a v e l l i n g a t n i g h t or the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s of d i s a b l e d women i n 
terms of t r a n s p o r t design. 

The Women's Committee has [ a l s o ] 
taken up the concerns of women who 
care f o r s i c k people or the e l d e r l y 
but who get no resources a t a l l . 

LB: I t sounds l i k e the GLC I s 
g i v i n g a c e n t r a l place t o issues t h a t 
a f f e c t the m a j o r i t y of women i n a 
d a i l y way. 

SR: E s p e c i a l l y c h i l d c a r e . Four 
thousand c h i l d care places have been 
p r o v i d e d by the Women's Committee. 
The GLC doesn't have power t o s e t up 
s t a t e n u r s e r i e s b ut i t does have the 
power t o fund v o l u n t a r y 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , so t h e Women's 
Committee has funded a l l k i n d s of 
c h i l d care p r o j e c t s t h a t w i l l 
c o l l a p s e when the GLC i s a b o l i s h e d . 

LB: So i t i s r e a l l y the case t h a t 
the GLC i s being a b o l i s h e d by the 
Thatcher government? 

SR: The c e n t r a l government has 
indeed decided t o a b o l i s h the Greater 

London Coun c i l and v a r i o u s o t h e r 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s which i t doesn't 
l i k e , on t h e grounds t h a t they are 
supposedly spending too much. 

LB: I s t h e r e any chance t h a t t h i s 
can be prevented ? 

SR: There has been a v e r y s u c c e s s f u l 
p r o t e s t campaign g e t t i n g 74* of 
Londoners t o say t h a t they want t o 

30 

keep the GLC. There have a l s o been 
ve r y l a r g e demonstrations, m o b i l i z i n g 
people who d i d n ' t used t o 
d e m o n s t r a t e — w o r k i n g c l a s s p a r e n t s , 
the f i r e b r i g a d e s , the c l e a n e r s i n 
schools. These have a l l f a i l e d . 

What d i d look as though i t might 
be a b i t s u c c e s s f u l was a r e b e l l i o n 
by some L i b e r a l s and Conservatives 
[ i n t he House of Commons] who may not 
have l i k e d the p o l i c i e s of the GLC 
but who were committed t o the 
p r i n c i p l e of having the r i g h t t o vote 
f o r your own c i t y government. This 
had some e f f e c t on the House of Lords 
who delayed the l e g i s l a t i o n , but i t 
has now been passed. 

LB: Can the GLC m a i n t a i n some of i t s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n even i n the face of t h i s 
l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

SR: The ne x t few months w i l l be 
taken up w i t h t h i n k i n g about how t o 
c a r r y on. One area where we might be 
able t o c o n t i n u e some of the work i s 
through t h e unions. The ot h e r 
p o s s i b i l i t y i s through the Labour 
P a r t y . N e i l Kinnock [ l e a d e r of the 
Labour P a r t y ] s a i d t h a t he looks 
f o r w a r d t o implementing some of the 
proposals t h a t were i n c l u d e d i n the 
i n d u s t r i a l s t r a t e g y of the GLC. 

But t h e Labour P a r t y [ a l o n e ] , 
even w i t h the best of i n t e n t i o n s , 
i s n ' t g o i n g t o do i t . The Labour 
P a r t y i s not committed t o the idea of 
people o r g a n i z i n g from below or t o 
th e idea of combining p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
s t r u g g l e w i t h movements from below. 
I t h i n k t h a t t h e Labour P a r t y 1 s 
t r a d i t i o n has been much more Fabian, 
having a l i t t l e group of c r o n i e s who 
w r i t e m a n i f e s t o e s . That i s 
a b s o l u t e l y anathema t o our experience 
i n t he women's movement, where we 
develop ideas i n a v e r y o r g a n i c way. 

The s t a t e o f the L e f t i s q u i t e 
g r i m because everyone i s a t t a c k i n g 

each o t h e r , i n t e r n a l l y f i g h t i n g . At 
t h i s time i t i s t e r r i b l y i m p o r t a n t 
t h a t we don't, because i t looks as 
though Thatcher's power i s b e g i n n i n g 
t o crack. She i s coming t o be seen 
as a t y r a n t . I r o n i c a l l y the d e f e a t 
of the miners' s t r i k e t u r n e d popular 
o p i n i o n a g a i n s t her. * 

Although the i n t e r v i e w came t o 
an abrupt end as we ran out of ti m e , 
i t r a i s e s some i n t e r e s t i n g q u e s t i o n s 
f o r s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t p r a c t i c e : does 
our v i s i o n of change i n c l u d e 
p r a c t i c a l ideas about how t o p r o v i d e 
and organize s e r v i c e s ? What i s the 
p o s s i b i l i t y f o r s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 
r e f o r m through m u n i c i p a l government? 

T H E F A T E O F T H E G . L . C . 
Sue C o l l e y 
Toronto 

Next month the Greater London Council 
(GLC), along w i t h f i v e o t h e r 
m e t r o p o l i t a n c o u n c i l s i n B r i t a i n w i l l 
be a b o l i s h e d . 

The GLC was s e t up by a 
Conservative a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n 1965 t o 
be a " s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g a u t h o r i t y " t o 
i d e n t i f y and meet economic, i n d u s t r i a l 
and s o c i a l needs i n London. I t was 
a l s o made r e s p o n s i b l e f o r cross-London 
s e r v i c e s such as the p o l i c e , f i r e 
b r i g a d e , t r a f f i c and t r a n s p o r t , 
housing, waste, and the f u n d i n g of a r t s 
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and s p o r t s . I t s power t o a f f e c t d a i l y 
l i f e i n London was enormous. 

Under the recent l e a d e r s h i p of 
l e f t - l e a n i n g c o u n c i l l o r s such as Ken 
L i v i n g s t o n and V a l e r i e Wise, the GLC 
began t o p l a y an aggressive r a t e s -
e q u a l i z a t i o n r o l e , r e d i s t r i b u t i n g 
w e a l t h across London from the r i c h 
boroughs t o the poor. Services i n the 
poor boroughs were improved and made 
more accountable. Committees, boards 
and plannng agencies were set up t o 
ensure t h a t the needs of women, the 
d i s a b l e d and e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s r e c e i v e d 
p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n . For example: 

• The Women's Committee was s e t up 
t o g i v e London women more i n f l u e n c e 
over s e r v i c e s they needed and p o l i c i e s 
which a f f e c t e d them. Regular 
c o n s u l t a t i o n occurred i n meetings w i t h 
women th r o u g h o u t London, and women were 
encouraged and a s s i s t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n w o r k i n g groups and committees: 
b a b y s i t t i n g and dependents' allowances 
were a v a i l a b l e . 

• The Greater London E n t e r p r i s e 
Board was s e t up t o support new 
companies and c o o p e r a t i v e s . A hundred 
and, t e n m i l l i o n pounds was,,.spent on 
savin g or c r e a t i n g jobs I n 1984. Funds 
went o n l y t o e n t e r p r i s e s t h a t agreed t o 
pay unio n wages and s t i c k t o codes on 
equal o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r women and 
m i n o r i t y groups. 

• The Greater London T r a i n i n g 
Board was s e t up t o develop meaningful 
and r e a l i s t i c t r a i n i n g programs 
o r i e n t e d t o women and e t h n i c 
m i n o r i t i e s . 

• Hundreds of v o l u n t a r y groups 
were g i v e n g r a n t s t o develop l o c a l 
p r o j e c t s and s e r v i c e s . For example, 
funds were g i v e t o 121 c h i l d care 
p r o j e c t s , t o the Women1 s A l c o h o l i c 
Recovery p r o j e c t , t o Lambeth Toys, a 
p r o j e c t of Blacks and Asians t o develop 
a n t i - r a c i s t t o y s , t o L e t t e r b o x L i b r a r y , 
a group f o c u s s i n g on the development of 
n o n - s e x i s t , n o n - r a c i s t books, t o 

M a t r i x , a women's a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
c o l l e c t i v e , and so on. 

On the basi s of what the GLC was 
accomplishing i t i s not hard t o see why 
the Thatcher government became so 
i n t e n t on a b o l i s h i n g i t . The 
government argued t h a t t h e GLC was an 
expensive and unnecessary l e v e l of 
government. But no research or study 
was ever c a r r i e d out t o c o n f i r m t h i s 
a s s e r t i o n . Thatcher c o u l d s i m p l y not 
a f f o r d t o have a po w e r f u l e l e c t e d body 
c o u n t e r a c t i n g her government 1 s much 
vaunted moves t o c u t back on p u b l i c 
s e r v i c e s and on a l l forms of p u b l i c 
spending, w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r l y heavy 
hand on p u b l i c s e c t o r wage l e v e l s . 

The GLC campaigned v i g o r o u s l y t o 
save I t s e l f , b u t faced w i t h such an 
o b s t i n a t e c h a l l e n g e r as Thatcher, i t 
r e a l l y d i d n ' t stand a chance. 

I t s demise has l e f t thousands of 
v o l u n t a r y groups s c r a m b l i n g f o r funds. 
They are doubly j e o p a r d i z e d by the 
a b o l i t i o n of the GLC. F i r s t , they lose 
t h e i r d i r e c t (GLC) f u n d i n g , and second 
they are expected t o t u r n t o l o c a l 
borough c o u n c i l s f o r a l t e r n a t e s u p p o r t . 
The problem i s t h a t most of the poor 
London boroughs are "rate-capped". 
T h i s means t h a t c e n t r a l government 
l i m i t s t h e i r spending, and the t a x r a t e 
they are able t o set t o r a i s e t h e i r own 
o p e r a t i n g funds. I f they v i o l a t e these 
l i m i t s they face extreme p e n a l t i e s and 
the l o s s of t h e i r g r a n t s . 

The v o l u n t a r y groups are not going 
t o g et a warm h e a r i n g from l o c a l 
c o u n c i l s which are a l r e a d y f i g h t i n g t o 
p r o t e c t the s e r v i c e s they t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
pay f o r and d e l i v e r . The hard r e a l i t y 
i s t h a t the funds are gone, and most 
v o l u n t a r y p r o j e c t s i n London are doomed 
t o be c a s t a s i d e . The v i s i o n a r y , 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y London of the GLC i s soon 
t o become a f l e e t i n g memory—at l e a s t 
u n t i l t he ne x t time the l e f t can g a i n 
c o n t r o l of m u n i c i p a l government. + 
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T h i s i s s u e , r a t h e r than focus on a 

s i n g l e country, WISCA (Women In 

S o l i d a r i t y with Central America) has 

chosen to o f f e r items about t h r e e 

d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s in the region which 

suggest some of the d i f f e r e n c e s and 

s i m i l a r it i e s between the d i f f e r e n t 

st ruggles and the situât i o n s of women 

i n them. 

The Hearts of the Women of E l Salvador 
J u s t b e f o r e Christmas a few members of 
WISCA were p r i v i l e g e d t o meet w i t h a 
member o f the Executive of the El 
Salvadoran Women's A s s o c i a t i o n (AMES). 
During a ve r y i n f o r m a l meeting Rebecca 
gave us an account of what l i f e i s l i k e 
f o r women i n the areas under the 
c o n t r o l o f t h e FMLN, and how AMES 
f u n c t i o n s t h e r e . (Because AMES i s 
c l a n d e s t i n e o u t s i d e of the zones of 
c o n t r o l , we d i d n ot dis c u ss t h e i r work 
methods elsewhere i n the c o u n t r y ) 

She spoke a t l e n g t h about the 
problem of p h y s i c a l abuse and about how 
AMES and the people i n the zones of 
c o n t r o l d eal w i t h i t . While 
acknowledging t h a t the extreme stres s e s 
of l i f e i n wartime c o n t r i b u t e t o men's 
t a k i n g out t h e i r f r u s t r a t i o n s on women 
they make i t c l e a r t h a t the behaviour 
i s nonetheless unacceptable. Members 
of AMES work w i t h women as i n d i v i d u a l s 
and i n groups t o r a i s e t h e i r 

consciousness of t h e i r own worth and 
encourage them t o stand up f o r 
themselves and r e f u s e t o t o l e r a t e 
b e a t i n g s . At the same time the l o c a l 
community c o u n c i l s (which form the 
c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n the zones of 
c o n t r o l ) work w i t h the men t o develop 
an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of how t h e i r a c t i o n s 
and a t t i t u d e s r e l a t e t o t h e oppressive 
system they are t r y i n g t o f i g h t . The 
combination of educ a t i o n and peer 
pressure has proven q u i t e e f f e c t i v e i n 
red u c i n g the inc i d e n c e of domestic 
v i o l e n c e , once considered a mat t e r of 
course i n El Salvador. 

Rebecca a l s o r e f e r r e d t o the 
s i t u a t i o n of women i n the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
armed f o r c e s . AMES i s worki n g w i t h 
women i n t h e g u e r r i l l a f o r c e s t o 
increase awareness of how t r a d i t i o n a l 
p a t r i a r c h a l a t t i t u d e s s t i l l i n f l u e n c e 
the way t h i n g s are done. One example 
of such holdovers i s the f a c t t h a t 
women's underwear and s a n i t a r y s u p p l i e s 
are n ot items i n the FMLN's budget. I t 
simpl y escaped the a t t e n t i o n of 
whomever drew up the budget t h a t women 
are an im p o r t a n t p a r t of t h e f i g h t i n g 
f o r c e s and have s p e c i f i c needs. Along 
w i t h e d u c a t i o n a l work about such 
issu e s , AMES a l s o responds by 
c o l l e c t i n g and f u n d r a i s i n g f o r t h i n g s 
t h a t the "male" budget o v e r l o o k s . 

AMES' main goals are t o increase 
the l e v e l s of p a r t i c i p a t i o n by women i n 
the s t r u g g l e and t o r a i s e consciousness 
of women's issues as such. I t has been 
i n c r e a s i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l on both counts, 
and i t i s i n d i c a t i v e of the s t r e n g t h 
and i n g e n u i t y of the o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t 
l a s t year they were able t o hol d a 
n a t i o n a l congress i n Chalatenango. 
Despite the scorched e a r t h campaign 
undertaken by the Salvadoran army j u s t 
b e fore the congress began, women from 
a l l over E l Salvador r i s k e d t r a v e l l i n g 
t o t he zones of c o n t r o l f o r f i v e days 
of d i s c u s s i o n which would guide the 
n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s of the o r g a n i z a t i o n 
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f o r t h e ne x t two years. They addressed 
such t o p i c s as the e f f e c t s of the 
economic c r i s i s on women and the 
id e o l o g y of domination women face i n 
th e e d u c a t i o n a l system, the f a m i l y 
s t r u c t u r e , and the media. 

A Cheyenne prover b s t a t e s t h a t a 
n a t i o n i s never d e f e a t e d u n t i l the 
h e a r t s of i t s women are on the ground. 
The h e a r t s of the women of El Salvador 
are c l e a r l y f a r from being on the 
ground. * 

Native Autonomy in Nicaragua 
Diane M e r e d i t h and 
C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

The q u e s t i o n of n a t i v e autonomy i n 
Nicaragua came t o Toronto l a s t summer 
w i t h the v i s i t o f Mirna Cunningham (a 
n a t i v e M i s k i t o and t h e woman i n charge 
of a f f a i r s of s t a t e i n North Zelaya) 
and well-known American I n d i a n Movement 
a c t i v i s t , Roxanne Dunbar. 

Cunningham d e s c r i b e d the 
r e s e t t l e m e n t of the n a t i v e peoples t o 
Rio Coco as a s i g n i f i c a n t b e g i n n i n g t o 
the f u l l r e c o g n i t i o n o f the peoples' 
r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The 
r e s e t t l e m e n t p r o j e c t and the proposa l 
f o r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y - g u a r a n t e e d 
autonomy s i g n i f y a remarkable change i n 
the '400 years of i s o l a t i o n ' marking 
the h i s t o r y of the peoples , of the 
A t l a n t i c Coast. They f u r t h e r i n d i c a t e 
t h a t both the N a t i v e peoples and the 
S a n d l n i s t a government a r e committed t o 
d i a l o g u e and c o o p e r a t i v e a c t i o n . 

Cunningham's and Dunbar's presence 
among us reminded us of the s t r u g g l e s 
o f our own n a t i v e peoples f o r t h e i r 
r i g h t s . U n l i k e much o f the a n a l y s i s 
which remains i n t h e realm of p r i n t i n 
North America, Nicaragua's commitment 
t o the r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
r i g h t of each n a t i o n t o land, n a t u r a l 
resources, self-government and 
education has manifested i t s e l f i n 

WL V£ SCHEDULED WAR MOWES,  PATR/ OT/ C 
FANFARE AT- FOOTBALL GAMES,  MASTERS 
OF THE UN/ l / ERSé CARTUCW<S FDR M/ DS AND 
VPBSAT AMR/ NE FECRU/ rMENT COMMERC/ ALS.  

c o n c r e t e terms. A l r e a d y , the process 
o f b i l i n g u a l e d u c a t i o n has begun on the 
A t l a n t i c Coast, and a ninety-member 
commission c o n s i s t i n g of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from each of the s i x 
n a t i o n s has been s t r u c k t o c o n s u l t w i t h 
a l l t he peoples i n t h e r e g i o n about 
t h e i r needs. 

A r e c e n t v i s i t by a d e l e g a t i o n of 
the American Fr i e n d s S e r v i c e Committee 
v e r i f i e d t h a t t h e process i s w e l l under 
way. The f i v e - p e r s o n d e l e g a t i o n 

fKSS.tlgite "ÏÈS ïïtuaïîgS^" til 
M i s k i t o people and e s t a b l i s h n a t i v e - t o -
n a t i v e communication. They a l s o 
v i s i t e d M i s k i t o , Sumo, and Ramah people 
i n Costa Rica and Honduras, w i t h a 
p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n l e a r n i n g about 
the s i t u a t i o n of women i n these 
s e t t i n g s . 

The d e l e g a t i o n came away 
o p t i m i s t i c about t h e pro s p e c ts f o r 
n a t i v e autonomy on the A t l a n t i c Coast 
of Nicaragua and f o r und e r s t a n d i n g 
between t h e government and the 
indigenous m i n o r i t i e s . The S a n d l n i s t a 
l e a d e r s h i p has approved a proposal f o r 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y - g u a r a n t e e d autonomy 
f o r d i s c u s s i o n a t the g r a s s r o o t s l e v e l 
throughout the c o u n t r y , as i s o f t e n 
done f o r new l e g i s l a t i o n i n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y Nicaragua. Roxanne 
Dunbar, who helped d r a f t the pr o p o s a l , 
says i t i s "more than we ever asked f o r 
a t Wounded Knee."* 

Angela R u s s e l l , a Crow woman i n 
the d e l e g a t i o n , was impressed by the 
s t r e n g t h , d e t e r m i n a t i o n and r e s i l e n c e 
of the M i s k i t o women i n Nicaragua. 
She noted t h a t t h e r e are a p p a r e n t l y no 
women f i g h t i n g f o r Misura, the armed 
n a t i v e group a l l i e d w i t h the c o n t r a s . 
This i s i n t e l l i n g c o n t r a s t t o the 
massive p a r t i c i p a t i o n of women i n the 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t Somoza and i n the 
defence of the S a n d i n i s t a r e v o l u t i o n . 

Another n a t i v e member of the 
d e l e g a t i o n s t r e s s e d t h a t the g r e a t e s t 
o b s t a c l e t o a r e s o l u t i o n t o the 
d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n i n the r e g i o n i s 
the U.S.-backed war a g a i n s t the 
Nicaraguan government. The U.S. State 
Department has misrepresented the 
s i t u a t i o n i n order t o manipulate North 
American ( e s p e c i a l l y N a t i v e ) o p i n i o n 
a g a i n s t the Nicaraguan r e v o l u t i o n . 

As Roxanne Dunbar p o i n t e d o u t , too 
o f t e n North Americans use the cost of 
progammes t o j u s t i f y t he d e n i a l of the 
r i g h t s of our n a t i v e peoples. Despite 
t h e war and d i m i n i s h i n g resources the 
Nicaraguan government i s committed to 
changing h i s t o r y and gu a r a n t e e i n g the 
r i g h t s of her n a t i v e peoples. The 
Nicaraguans have p r o v i d e d us w i t h a 
profound example of j u s t i c e . 

•Between February and May 1973 a few 
hundred n a t i v e people from s i x t y - f o u r 
d i f f e r e n t t r i b e s h e l d o f f a siege by 
f e d e r a l p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r c e s and 
v i g i l a n t e s i n support of the Oglala 
Sioux's demands t h a t the U.S. 
government honour i t s 1868 Tre a t y w i t h 
them. * 

"She Says She Wants to Be Free" 
Maria Lupe was one of the f i r s t women 
to j o i n the G u e r r i l l a Army of the Poor 
(EGP) i n Guatemala i n the e a r l y 1970s. 
Her testimony in the EGP magazine 
Companeros ( S o l i d a r i t y P u b l i c a t i o n s , 
San F r a n c i s c o ) d e s c r i b e s the slow 
process of bringing the peasant people 
i n l o the popular r e v o l u t ionary war. 
Here we present the port of her 
testimony r e l a t i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y to her 
experience as a woman i n that process. 

Courses were given f o r the organized 
people, f o r men and women s e p a r a t e l y . 
A companera gave us a l e c t u r e , and we 
t a l k e d about d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t 
women, about why we c o u l d n ' t mix w i t h 
the men because they d i d n ' t t r u s t us. 
Besides knowing the d i s c r i m i n a t i o n of 
the r i c h , we knew what d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
by our husbands was l i k e . They say 
t h a t one should s t a y i n the house, t h a t 
you can't do t h i s or t h a t . Many times, 
the women were not conscious of a l l 
t h a t — t h e y thought I t was n a t u r a l . 

The f i r s t t h i n g t h a t we t r i e d t o 
change was the p r a c t i c e of w i f e -
b e a t i n g . I t was very hard t o change 
t h i s . While the women t a l k e d among 
each o t h e r , t h e companeros e x p l a i n e d t o 
the men t h a t women were not s l a v e s , and 
t h a t they shouldn' t beat them. Wife-
b e a t i n g stopped e v e n t u a l l y , and now I t 
i s n ' t done anymore. I t was also 
necessary t o s t r u g g l e w i t h the men to 
l e t women do p o l i t i c a l work. Sometimes 
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you had t o go out a t n i g h t , f o r 
example, and t h e men d i d n ' t want t o l e t 
t h e i r companeras go. Later the men 
understood; i t had been because they 
d i d n ' t have any confidence. With my 
husband t h e r e were never any problems 
w i t h t h i s r e a l l y . 

Other t h i n g s are harder. For 
example, among the ( l a d i n o ) * peasant 
people, one gets marrie d as e a r l y as 
f i f t e e n - -but the choice i s f r e e . Among 
the indigenous people i t i s d i f f e r e n t . 
When my daughter was twelve years o l d , 
a group of indigenous people came t o me 
t o buy my daughter. They were EGP 
s u p p o r t e r s a l s o . We t o l d them t h a t we 
were n o t accustomed t o t h i s , t h a t i f 
the g i r l wanted t o , okay, but i f n o t , 
then no. They accused us of being 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y because they were 
I n d i a n s . We t a l k e d about t h i s w i t h 
some companeros from the o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
and t h e y t a l k e d w i t h the I n d i a n s 
l a t e r . But you can't change customs 
j u s t l i k e t h a t . F i n a l l y , the boy 
bought another g i r l , an I n d i a n g i r l . 
They were s t i l l angry w i t h us. L a t e r 
the boy went up t o t h e mountains. Our 
two f a m i l i e s were EGP s u p p o r t e r s , and 
we were f r i e n d s , but i t ' s not easy t o 
change these t h i n g s . For the 
indigenous woman i t i s harder; she has 
l i v e d such a hard l i f e , and .sometimes 
when t h e companeros come, she runs t o 
h i d e a t f i r s t . And because they might 
not speak her language they can't t a l k 
w i t h them. 

I was one of the f i r s t women t o go 
up t o the mountains because the army 

was chasing me, coming t o get me. I 
l e f t my g i r l s w i t h another companera, 
but she c o u l d n ' t care f o r them w e l l . 
To get the g i r l s out I had t o go back 
I n t o town, where the army knew me and 
went a f t e r me. We d i d i t l i k e a 
m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n , and I went w i t h the 
g i r l s and e v e r y t h i n g up t o the 
mountains. We l i v e d i n a camp t h e r e 
f o r months. Sometimes I stayed alone 
t h e r e w i t h t h e g i r l s , and the o n l y 
o t h e r t h i n g s we saw t h e r e were 
monkeys... 

I n the camps they were a l r e a d y 
d o i n g e v e r y t h i n g : t r a i n i n g , s t u d y i n g , 
g o i n g t o o t h e r v i l l a g e s t o t a l k w i t h 
the people, g e t t i n g p r o v i s i o n s . I f 
o n l y t h e men went i n t o a v i l l a g e t o 
buy, the people d i d n ' t t r u s t them. I f 
t h e women a l s o went they saw t h a t we 
a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d , and c a r r i e d arms 
j u s t l i k e the men d i d . We gave 
l e c t u r e s t o the people about simple 
t h i n g s , about how the o r g a n i z a t i o n was 
g r o w i n g — j u s t the same way the corn 
m u l t i p l i e s . We t a l k e d t o the women, 
and the men t a l k e d t o the men. 

We c o n t i n u e d f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . When the companeros 
went t o a house t h e y always helped i n 
the k i t c h e n . Many of the women were 
s u r p r i s e d by t h i s , but b i t by b i t i t 
was e x p l a i n e d t h a t men and women could 
do e v e r y t h i n g . I helped i n the f i e l d s , 
i n the p l a n t i n g . I e x p l a i n e d t o people 
t h a t b e f o r e I c o u l d n ' t do those j o b s , 
but t h a t because i t was necessary I had 
l e a r n e d . I s a i d t h a t they should 
understand t h a t women can a l s o work i n 
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the f i e l d s . Whenever we went somewhere 
we helped w i t h e v e r y t h i n g . 

I n the camps t h e r e were companeros 
from e v e r y w h e r e — f r o m the mountains and 
from the j u n g l e . At t h a t time t h e r e 
were few women—only f o u r of u s — b u t 
now t h e r e are many more. They never 
used t o l e t me p a r t i c i p a t e i n armed 
propaganda or m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s 
because I had t o go t o town l e g a l l y 
w i t h the g i r l s . The o t h e r companeras 
p a r t i c i p a t e d . I l i k e d the p h y s i c a l 
t r a i n i n g we g o t , a l t h o u g h some men s a i d 
t h a t women c o u l d n ' t endure i t as w e l l 
as men. Sometimes i t ' s t r u e , but 
sometimes i t ' s n o t . . . 

We o r g a n i z ed t h e c h i l d c a r e f o r the 
f i v e g i r l s among a l l the companeros. 
The l i t t l e s t g i r l was t h r e e years o l d , 
and the o l d e s t was twelv e a t the time. 
The o l d e s t ones a l r e a d y knew about 
c a r r y i n g weapons, a l r e a d y helped and 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the meetings. They 
went t o t r a i n i n g w i t h t h e i r wooden 
guns. This i s what they played w i t h . 
A l l the g i r l s l e a r n e d t o read t h e r e . . . 

Many say t h a t you s h o u l d n ' t t a l k 
i n f r o n t of c h i l d r e n . But c h i l d r e n 
l e a r n what you e x p l a i n t o them; they 
can understand. We t o l d our c h i l d r e n 
t h a t they s h o u l d n ' t t a l k l o u d l y because 
of t h e army. Even t h e youngest can be 
taught t o be d i s c i p l i n e d . We e x p l a i n e d 
t o them t h a t t h i s s t r u g g l e belonged t o 
a l l the poor people, t h a t o t h e r 
c h i l d r e n weren't w i t h t h e i r parents 
e i t h e r , and t h a t a f t e r the v i c t o r y we 
were g o i n g t o be t o g e t h e r . We t o l d 
them t h a t we were poor and t h a t we 
c o u l d n ' t buy what we wanted. They 
understood; one day the s i x - y e a r - o i a 
came t o me t o warn me t h a t t h e r e was an 
agent from the government t h a t none of 
us had seen and t h a t he had gone t o the 
house of a companera t o k i l l her. 

I n town, t h e c h i l d r e n c a r r y food 
and i n f o r m a t i o n and keep the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s e c r e t . A f t e r they t u r n 
twelve they can go up t o the 
mountains.. . 

I have a one-year-old grandson 
now, and my daughter and her companero 
are up i n the mountains. Her companero 
saw him e i g h t months a f t e r he was born. 
I have t h r e e c h i l d r e n who have gone up: 
they are s i x t e e n , twenty and twenty-two 
years o l d . I have another daughter who 
i s t welve. Now she wants t o go up. 
She says she wants t o be f r e e and have 
what she needs t o defend h e r s e l f . v. 

* Of mixed Spanish and N a t i v e descent. 

"I Ukt cauf jpproicft ... now l»ft » • row d«pjrfuf«." 

cayenne r e c e i v e s many women's news-

l e t t e r s and magazines from around 

the world. The b r i e f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

items i n each i s s u e are C h r i s t i n a 

M i l l s ' s e x c e r p t s (and sometimes 

t r a n s l a t i o n s ) of a r t i c l e s thought 

to be of part i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o our 

readers . A f t e r the May i s s u e , 

however, C h r i s w i l l be l e a v i n g us 

to move to Ottawa. If any of our 

readers would be i n t e r e s t e d in 

helping with some of the s i f t i n g 

and s e l e c t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

m a t e r i a l s , please contact us as 

soon as p o s s i b l e . It is a 

f a s c i n a t i n g way to keep Informed 

about what women are doing around 

the world, and would be a great 

help t o t h i s dedicated but l i n y 

c o l l e c t i v e ! 
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Women Brave in the Face of Danger 
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Jud i Stevenson 

To r e v i e w a book of photographs u s i n g 
mere words i s almost a c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n 
terms. Margaret Randall's most r e c e n t 
book i s s u b t i t l e d , Photographs _of_and 
: W r i t i n g s by L a t i n a and North American 
1 Women, but i n e v i t a b l y the photographs 
dominate, draw one's eye away' from the 
t e x t , e x c i t e the emotions and the 
i m a g i n a t i o n w i t h an ease and immediacy 
t h a t words seldom achieve. 

There i s perhaps a u n i v e r s a l 
t e n s i o n i n the attempt t o combine words 
w i t h p i c t u r e s , a t e n s i o n which can be 
both c r e a t i v e and t r o u b l i n g . Randall's 
c r e a t i v i t y i s e v i d e n t i n Women Brave, 
and the d i f f i c u l t y she has had i n 
g e t t i n g t h i s combination i n harmony 
sur f a c e s i n her r e f l e c t i o n s on her 
work. I n June of 1985 she wrote i n her 
d i a r y of the v i s i t o f a f r i e n d , another 
photographer, who was c r i t i c a l o f the 
" l i t e r a r y " q u a l i t y of Randall's images, 
a q u a l i t y which she h e r s e l f says has 

placed the photographs i n pre v i o u s 
books i n a merely s u p p o r t i v e r e l a t i o n 
t o t he t e x t . Randall's f r i e n d 
c h a l l e n g e d her t o sto p w r i t i n g f o r a 
w h i l e , i n order t o focus her e n t i r e 
s e l f i n t h e p i c t u r e s . 

...(we spoke of the 
imp o r t a n c e ) . . . of f o r c i n g a l l t h e 
t e n s i o n i n t o the tas k a t hand. To 
photograph. To make p i c t u r e s . To 
l e t the t e n s i o n b u i l d up and then 
expend i t a l l i n t h a t a c t . Which 
would n e c e s s i t a t e not w r i t i n g f o r 
a w h i l e . She s a i d 30 days. And 
she s a i d i t again and again...Use 
a l l t h e passion i n t h e photography 
j u s t make images, go out and do 
i t , and keep d o i n g i t . . . 

Another,, photographer f r i e n d wrote 
c r i t i c a l l y : 

... I imagine t h a t t h e photos i n 
your new book were c r e a t e d t o 
make conscious mind statements, 
t o i l l u s t r a t e p r e v i o u s l y thought 
out ideas or emotions. But most 
of them do not stand on t h e i r 
own...If you want them t o . . . t h e n 
they must say something s t r o n g . 
One's eyes must move w i t h t he 
d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the photo. 
One's emotions must be 
s t i m u l a t e d . . . 

These two f r i e n d l y c r i t i c s suggest 
t h a t t he images are s a c r i f i c e d t o the 
t e x t , i n t h e i r v e r y p r o d u c t i o n as w e l l 
as I n t h e book i t s e l f . But f o r me, the 
images seem always t o come f i r s t . 
The t e x t a t f i r s t commands no a t t e n t i o n 
a t a l l i n t h e presence of the 
photographs. Then i t takes on new 
importance as an e l a b o r a t i o n of the 
t e a s i n g , t e l l i n g , q u e s t i o n i n g , 

p u z z l i n g , c o n f r o n t i n g photographs. 
They are n o t always t e x t - b o o k p e r f e c t 
t e c h n i c a l l y , b ut t h i s i s one of her 
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challenges t o the viewer: look beyond 
s l i c k s u r f a c e s ! 

Women Brave i n the Face of Danger 
attempts t o g i v e us a m i r r o r of 
ourselves as women r a d i c a l l y o t h e r than 
the one h e l d up f o r us by the 
mainstream media. Randall wants us t o 
see o u r s e l v e s brave i n the face of 
danger, the d a i l y I n s i d i o u s dangers of 
1 i v i n g female i n a male-dominated 
s o c i e t y — e q u a l l y though d i f f e r e n t l y 
t r u e i n the U.S. and i n C e n t r a l 
America. (A minor n a t i o n a l i s t q u i b b l e 
I have i s her use of "North American" 
i n her s u b t i t l e when she means 
"American" o n l y : t h e r e i s o n l y one 
Canadian image i n her book.) I was 
i n i t i a l l y s u r p r i s e d a t her use of the 

word "danger". I t seems more t r u e of 
C e n t r a l American women than of 
ou r s e l v e s . But then t h a t too i s one of 
Randall's purposes: t o draw a t t e n t i o n 
t o what we share w i t h women on the 
f r o n t l i n e s of c l a s s and i m p e r i a l i s t 
s t r u g g l e s . Those s t r u g g l e s may appear 
t o be more dramatic than our own. And 
ye t l o o k . . . 

A n i n e - y e a r - o l d g i r l washes 
laun d r y , l a u g h i n g l y , w h i l e her b r o t h e r 
f r e e of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , p l a y s i n the 
water gushing from the h y d r a n t. 

A New York h i g h - r i s e d w e l l e r w i t h 
her arms f u l l o f one baby watches 
a n x i o u s l y w h i l e her o l d e r c h i l d climbs 
t o p r e c a r i o u s h e i g h t s on a se t of metal 
bars. 

A costumed American I n d i a n woman 
looks beyond the borders of the 
photograph, as i f i n touch w i t h another 
time f o r her ceremonial dance. 

Three g e n e r a t i o n s of one f a m i l y ' s 
women i n a Nicaraguan/Honduran border 
town w a i t u n s m i l i n g l y f o r something 
worse t o happen t o them than what has 
gone b e f o r e . 

A t r u c k - s t o p cook b r i n g s eggs 
toward a s c r u b b e d - b r i g h t f r y i n g pan, 
j u s t as she d i d y e s t e r d a y , and w i l l do 
tomorrow and the next day. 

The message of commonality i s both 
t r u e and n o t t r u e . I f e e l enormously 
separated from the r i f l e - t o t i n g 
s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d who f i g h t s f o r the 
cont i n u e d freedom of Nicaragua, and 
e q u a l l y from the c h e r r y cannery workers 
i n t he Yakima V a l l e y of Washington 
S t a t e . Yet the e f f e c t of combining a l l 
the images (and t e x t ) i n t o a s i n g l e 
book i s t o c o n t r a d i c t my f e e l i n g s of 
s e p a r a t i o n w i t h the s t r e n g t h of the 
bonds invoked by other images: the 
b e a u t i f u l a r c i n g embrace of a c h i l d by 
S i s t e r Freeh i n Nicaragua, the w a i t i n g 
shoes on the beach i n Cuba, the c l a s h 
of r e a l i t y w i t h f a n t a s y of a middle-
aged Japanese American woman beside a 
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bedecked b r i d a l shop mannequin. The 
images o v e r l a p and connect, u n t i l I 
know t h a t I am capable of l i v i n g a l l 
those o t h e r l i v e s t o o . 

P o e t r y , prose, and i n t e r v i e w 
e x c e r p t s appear on the page f a c i n g each 
photograph. Randall says i n her 
i n t r o d u c t i o n t h a t t h e r e i s no d i r e c t 
c o n n e c t i o n between them, " . . . o n l y those 
l i n k s , sometimes a n c i e n t , sometimes 
s e l f - e v i d e n t or i n t u i t e d , which they 
sought from one another..." She does 
h e r s e l f an i n j u s t i c e here, f o r the 
j u x t a p o s i t i o n s are o f t e n t o u c h i n g and 
enhancing, and they come from her. 

Beside the s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d 
S a n d l n i s t a w i t h the r i f l e appears a 
q u o t a t i o n from Gladys Baez, a 
Nicaraguan r e v o l u t i o n a r y leader: 

I was the o n l y woman i n the 
g u e r r i l l a column. There were 
those who expected me t o leave. 
Many of the comrades s t i l l 
weren't used t o having a woman 
i n the column. Sometimes they'd 
j o k e around, and ask why I 
hadn't stayed where I belonged, 
i n the c i t y . Or they'd t e l l me 
I was s l o w i n g the g u e r r i l l a 
down...But I reminded myself t h a t 
I had come t o s t a y , and they had 
no r i g h t t o i n t i m i d a t e aie... 

Suddenly the a l i e n image of the 
woman and the gun i s transformed i n t o 
something c o m p l e t e ly f a m i l i a r , the 
experience of c r a s h i n g a t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
male sanctum, something I have i n 
common w i t h her d e s p i t e her gun and 
army f a t i g u e s . 

The book i s f u l l of such 
transcendent moments. I recommend i t . 
And don't j u s t l o o k a t t h e p i c t u r e s I 

Margaret Randall: "Undesirable"! 

J u d i Stevenson 

The r i g h t wing a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s has f i x e d upon a new 
v i c t i m — M a r g a r e t R a n d a l l , w r i t e r and 
photographer (see Reviews, t h i s i s s u e ) , 
M a r x i s t and f e m i n i s t . An American who 
gave up her c i t i z e n s h i p i n 1967 when 
l i v i n g and t r y i n g t o work i n Mexico, 
Randall has r e c e n t l y come home t o 
Albuquerque. I n 1984 she a p p l i e d f o r 
permanent r e s i d e n t s t a t u s . The INS 
( I m m i g r a t i o n and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n 
S e r v i c e ) t u r n e d her down. There i s a 
d e p o r t a t i o n h e a r i n g scheduled f o r 
March.-

The w r i t t e n d e c i s i o n , handed down 
t h i s past October, s t a t e s b a l d l y i t s 
i n t e n t i o n t o l i m i t her r i g h t t o s t a y i n 
America (her b i r t h p l a c e ) , because of 
her p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e past : 

"She has f a i l e d t o show t h a t she 
i s c l e a r l y and beyond a reasonable 
doubt e n t i t l e d t o the b e n e f i t s f o r 
which she has a p p l i e d . Her 
a c t i v i t i e s f o r the past 20 years 
speak f o r themselves. Her 
w r i t i n g s go f a r beyond mere 
d i s s e n t , disagreement w i t h or 
c r i t i c i s m of the U n i t e d States or 
i t s p o l i c i e s 

Added one o f f i c i a l , "We're concerned 
about her connection w i t h 

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . " 
Randall has spent 25 years 

i n v o l v e d i n , as w e l l as r e c o r d i n g , the 
s t r u g g l e s of L a t i n American people t o 
f r e e themselves from v a r i o u s r e p r e s s i v e 
regimes and from t h e e n c i r c l i n g 
oppression of American " i n f l u e n c e , " and 
t o c r e a t e a l t e r n a t i v e s o c i a l and 
p o l i t i c a l systems. I n the 1960s she 
j o i n e d her v o i c e w i t h o t h e r s i n Mexico 
who were p r o t e s t i n g t h a t government's 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n c o n t r o l of i t s people. 

Harrassed t o the p o i n t of f e a r f o r 
her c h i l d r e n , she f l e d to Cuba i n 1968. 
For 10 years she l i v e d w i t h and wrote 
about the women of Cuba. I n 1978 the 
U.N. i n v i t e d her t o t r a v e l and w r i t e 
about women's issue s , and i n 1979 the 
new government of Nicaragua asked her 
t o produce a book about the women of 
t h a t c o u n t r y . She was t h e r e thre e 
years. 

The o f f i c i a l s of the INS f i n d t h a t 
a l l p r e t t y o b j e c t i o n a b l e . They are 
even more alarmed by her 
u n s e l f c o n s c i o u s words of enthusiasm f o r 
forms of l i f e and government o t h e r than 
those of American "democracy." In 

S p i r i t of the People (1975) she c a l l s 
the U.S. "the most p o w e r f u l enemy 
humankind has y e t known". 

B e l i e v i n g t h a t , she y e t has 
t r u s t e d i n the ambivalent and 
c o n t r a d i c t o r y American a t t i t u d e s t o 
freedom of speech t o p r o t e c t her from 
censure. I t ' s a t r u s t w o r t h assuming, 
a t l e a s t f o r s t r a t e g i c purposes, f o r 
the i d e o l o g y of freedom can o f t e n be 

used t o expose and f i g h t the r e a l i t i e s 
of the American s t a t e . 

Randall's work and ideas are i n 
danger of being expunged from the 
p u b l i c stage, and we are a l l reminded 
t h a t l i b e r a l democracies unglove t h e i r 
i r o n f i s t s a t u n p r e d i c t a b l e times and 
places. But Randall i s t h r e a t e n e d 
i n d i v i d u a l l y as w e l l as s y m b o l i c a l l y . A 
New York based p u b l i c i n t e r e s t law 
group, The Centre f o r C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
R i g h t s , has f i l e d a law s u i t on her 
b e h a l f . They are eager t o c h a l l e n g e 
the McCarthy-era law which permi t s 
Randall t o be found " u n d e s i r a b l e " . 
W r i t e r s l i k e A l i c e Walker and Toni 
Mo r r i s o n have added t h e i r weight t o the 
p r o t e s t . 

Money f o r R a n d a l l 1 s defence i s 
being r a i s e d by a Vancouver committee. 
Please make cheques payable to The 
Margaret Randall CLDC (Canadian Legal 
Defence Committee), and send t o 2504 
York Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., V6K 1E3.* 
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REVIEWS 

My American Cousin 
a f i l m by Sandy Wilson 

J u d i Stevenson and 
C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

We saw t h i s f i l m t o g e t h e r i n order 
t o c o l l a b o r a t e on a review, but our 
r e a c t i o n s t o i t were so d i f f e r e n t 
t h a t we decided t o o f f e r our 
separate impressions r a t h e r than a 
f o r m a l review. 

JS: Sandy Wilson i s a l u c k y woman. 
I t i s n o t g i v e n t o a l l of us t o 
e x o r c i z e the p a i n f u l memories of 
growing up female by p a i n t i n g them 
across the wide screen o f the 
cinema and h i r i n g a s e t of a c t o r s t o 
r e p l a y them w i t h s a t i s f y i n g touches 
of i r o n y , anger or pathos. As i f 
t h a t were n o t enough, Wilson i s 
being h a i l e d as a hero of the 
Canadian f i l m w o r l d f o r doing so! 
The combination o f revenge and 
success must make a v e r y honeyed 
cup, but f r a n k l y , i t s not t h a t good 
a f i l m . 

My American Cousin t e l l s the 
s t o r y of a few u n f o r g e t t a b l e days i n 
the l i f e of young Sandy Wilcox, a 
bored and cheeky t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d 
g i r l . She chafes w i t h impatience i n 
the h ot sun of the slow Kamloops 
summer t i l l t he magic moment she 
t u r n s t h i r t e e n , and the excitement 
of TEEN AGE t r a n s f o r m s her l i f e . 
" Nothing," she t e l l s her d i a r y i n 
c a p i t a l l e t t e r s , "ever happens 
around here". But o f course i t ' s 
no t t r u e . With the d e a d - o f - n i g h t 
a r r i v a l o f her hunky, overheated, 
C a l i f o r n i a c o u s i n i n h i s hunky, 
overheated B i a r r i t z c o n v e r t i b l e (a 
C a d i l l a c , f o r the u n i n i t i a t e d , 
candy-apple .red of c o u r s e ) , t h i n g s 
s t a r t happening. 

What f o l l o w s reaches f o r the 
mythic i n Canadian female p r e -
adolescence c i r c a 1959: from 
pedalpushers and c r i n o l i n e s t o the 
m i x t u r e of love and c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h 
o t h e r g i r l s . Most o f t e n i t f a i l s , 
g i v i n g us o n l y the c l i c h e s : a 
mother who uses her i m a g i n a t i o n o n l y 
i n t h e s a f e c o n f i n e s of the l o c a l 
t h e a t r e group, a "dorky" 
bespectacled g i r l f r i e n d who i s 
suddenly k i s s a b l e when she takes o f f 
her g l a s s e s , the teen dance under 
p e r f e c t moon l i g h t i n g . 

I f e e l w e l l q u a l i f i e d t o judge 
the successes and f a i l u r e s of t h i s 
movie: I too was 12 i n t h e summer o f 
1959. And l i k e Sandy I l i v e d i n 
sm a l l town B r i t i s h Columbia, i n my 
case c l o s e enough t o the American 
border t o get an even more 
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r e l e n t l e s s message about Canada than 
she did--"BORing". I remember 
almost too w e l l the music, the drag 
of t i m e , the i n t e n s i t y of every 
emotion, the v i v i d n e s s of every 
d e s i r e . And t h a t i n the end i s the 
p o i n t of seeing t h i s m o v i e — n o t the 
movie i t s e l f , which i s more 
competent than i n s p i r e d — b u t t o take 
the l o n g t r i p back t o t h a t t i m e , t o 
compare and remember, and maybe t o 
e x o r c i z e a few of our own ghosts. 

One of my ghosts was c e r t a i n l y 
i n the c a s t : a f i v e - f o o t - t w o - e y e s -
o f - b l u e blonde, whose nose t u r n e d up 
and whose pony t a i l t w i t c h e d i n j u s t 
the r i g h t w a y - - l o c a l teen-queen 
S h i r l e y . I n my l i f e her name was 
Hazel, and she had the a t t e n t i o n of 
every i n t e r e s t i n g boy i n our s c h o o l , 
d e s p i t e my c l e a r l y s u p e r i o r 
p e r s o n a l i t y . I t seemed a punishment 
f o r l e t t i n g my mind develop, an 
e r r o r i n judgment f o r which I d i d 
not f o r g i v e my mother f o r many 
years. Her powder-puff p e r f e c t i o n 
( u n a t t a i n a b l e f o r me no m a t t e r how 
many issues of Seventeen magazine I 

s t u d i e d ) was an unending source of 
g a l l i n my w o r l d , and her c a r e l e s s 
r e j e c t i o n of her own p e r f e c t l y good 
b r a i n t u r n e d me as much as a n y t h i n g 
I know o f i n t o an unconscious 
f e m i n i s t , j u s t w a i t i n g t o hear the 
t h e o r y a r t i c u l a t e d . 

I d i d n ' t r e a l i z e t h a t i t s t i l l 
h u r t u n t i l the f i l m ' s S h i r l e y 
summoned my o l d nemesis out of the 
recesses of my memory. I c o u l d f e e l 
t o my c h a g r i n t h a t some p a r t of me 
s t i l l envies her. We are a l l 
wounded by the power of the message 
t h a t we as women must look " r i g h t " 
t o be o.k., and the f i l m i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y good a t reminding me 
how i t was done. I burned w i t h rage 
a t the moment near the end when the 
American cousin/god t u r n s t o Sandy, 
and t o reward her f o r being smart 
and d a r i n g and l o y a l , says 
g r u d g i n g l y , "O.k., you're not u g l y . " 
Such a t i n y crumb of p r a i s e , but 
Sandy's face glows w i t h p l e a s u r e . 
Mine would have too. 
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CM : My American Cousin shimmers 
w i t h the s p e c i a l l i g h t reserved f o r 
happy memories. Even the nighttim e 
scenes are b r i g h t , i l l u m i n e d by the 
actors themselves. 

The l i g h t seems to r e f l e c t 
Sandy's e s s e n t i a l innocence as she 
approaches puberty. Everyone around 
her i s well-meaning, and nice. 
"Nothing ever happens," Sandy 
complains. And i t ' s t r u e — i n her 
s u n l i t world there seems to be no 
rape, no violence , no danger, no 
d i r t , none of the murky underside of 
l i f e . 

She may have learned something 
about reproduction i n the farmyard 
and classroom, but any c i t y k i d 
knows more about what sex i s r e a l l y 
about. I walked out of the theatre 
both envious and r e s e n t f u l of her 
innocence, because what I 
experienced a t a comparable time i n 
my l i f e was so d i f f e r e n t from what I 
had seen on the screen. 

Oh, there were the same 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n mood and 
behaviour, the p a i n f u l and d e l i c i o u s 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of an unknown f u t u r e , 
the yearning f o r something I could 
not even imagine. As a twelve-year-
ol d running the slummier s t r e e t s of 
a small Ontario c i t y I saw the whole 
process w i t h the menace of n i g h t , 
not the promise of day. The 
l i t t e r e d schoolyards and grubby 
laundromats I hung out i n clash 
p a i n f u l l y w i t h the b r i g h t mountain 
v i s t a s Sandy takes f o r granted (and 
s c o r n f u l l y dismisses). 

Unlike her, I was always only 
too aware of the t h r e a t inherent i n 
s e x u a l i t y , of the danger I faced by 
merely being female. I longed so 
s t r o n g l y f o r i t not to be so t h a t I 
t r i e d t o create my own l i g h t , a 
f a c s i m i l e of innocence. 

I convinced myself t h a t a k i s s 
was proof of r e a l a f f e c t i o n . When 

two older boys I met one n i g h t 
squabbled over I thought they 
were f i g h t i n g over who was going to 
be my b o y f r i e n d . I t was years 
before I acknowledged what the f i g h t 
was r e a l l y about--which epitomizes 
f o r me my p e c u l i a r urban version of 
innocence: I a c t u a l l y thought they 
1Iked me. 

To be f a i r , the f i l m does h i n t 
at something a b i t s l e a z i e r than a 
k i s s i n the moonlight. In one scene 
Sandy's cousin pretends to take o f f 
h i s jeans while swimming and sends a 
pubescent q u a r t e t screaming and 
g i g g l i n g toward the beach. They 
gasp w i t h r e l i e f when he emerges 
from the water decently clothed. 
While I laughed w i t h the r e s t of the 
audience a t the g i r l s ' 

c o n s t e r n a t i o n , my stomach churned i n 
t e r r o r a t the Implied t h r e a t . 

Everything i n t h i s community 
seems j u s t too good t o be t r u e : 
Butch d e s i s t s w i t h barely a murmur 
when S h i r l e y says he's gone f a r 
enough; Sandy's dad i s o b l i v i o u s to 
the blandishments of a neighbour who 
latches on to him a t a dance i n h i s 
wife's absence; even the f i g h t scene 
Is as clean as Butch's white s h i r t . 

I f e e l almost l i k e c r i t i c i z i n g 
the f i l m f o r not being another movie 
e n t i r e l y , j u s t as i t would be t o 
knock i t f o r not being more o v e r t l y 
f e m i n i s t . I t ' s l i k e c r i t i c i z i n g an 
orange f o r not being an apple. 
There's another f i l m , probably many 
f i l m s , t o be made about the ways i n 
which women come of age. I guess I 
wanted the apple too, worms and 
a l l . * 
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