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You have i n y o u r hands 

a n o t h e r d o u b l e i s s u e o f 

Cayenne, p a r t l y because we 

were a b l e t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r 

a group o f t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g 

a r t i c l e s , and p a r t l y because 

o f d e l a y s and d i f f i c u l t i e s 

i n p r o d u c t i o n . 

Our c e n t r e s p r e a d a r ­

t i c l e i s one o f two f r o m 

Nancy P o l l a k on t h e s t r u g ­

g l e s o f N a t i v e p e o p l e I n 

B r i t i s h Columbia t o r e g a i n 

c o n t r o l o f t h e i r l i v e s a f t e r 

decades o f e n f o r c e d depen­

dency on c o l o n i a l g o v e r n ­

ments . 

The c oncerns o f N a t i v e 

women a r e t o e x t r i c a t e t h e i r 

r i g h t s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f r o m s u b o r d i n a t i o n t o t h o s e 

o f men, and t o ensure t h e 

w e l l - b e i n g o f t h e i r c h i l d ­

r e n . I n d i a n women i n Canada 

have so f a r f o u g h t t h e i r 

b a t t l e s l a r g e l y i n i s o l a t i o n 

f r o m n o n - n a t i v e f e m i n i s t s , 

d e s p i t e t h e f a m i l i a r i t y t o 

f e m i n i s t s o f t h e s e dimen­

s i o n s o f t h e i r s t r u g g l e . 

T h i s i s n o t a d i v i s i o n w h ich 

we can r e d r e s s s i m p l y , f o r 

we a r e p r o f o u n d l y s e p a r a t e d 

by c u l t u r e and p r i v i l e g e . A 

s m a l l b e g i n n i n g s t e p we can 

t a k e i s t o l i s t e n and pay 

a t t e n t i o n t o t h e v o i c e s 

w h ich Nancy i s h e l p i n g us t o 

h e a r . 

Nancy's second a r t i c l e 

i s a p r i m e r on t h e d i s p i r i t ­

i n g p r o cess o f N a t i v e l a n d 

c l a i m s n e g o t i a t i o n s i n B.C. 

A second major f o c u s 

i n t h e i s s u e i s d a y c a r e . 

The f e d e r a l government has 

proposed t o i n c r e a s e f u n d i n g 

o f f o r - p r o f i t d aycare i n t h e 

name o f f a i r n e s s and 

" c h o i c e . " T h e i r spokes-

p e o p l e p r e s e n t t h e i d e a as a 

s t e p t o improve daycare 

s e r v i c e s and f a c i l i t i e s f o r 

a l l p a r e n t s . But g i v e n t h e 

s c a r c i t y o f daycare spaces 

a v a i l a b l e , what " c h o i c e " do 

p a r e n t s r e a l l y have? The 

same spokespeople c l a i m t h a t 

p a r e n t a l i n p u t and r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y a r e v i t a l f o r a 

h e a l t h y daycare system. But 

by s h i f t i n g t h e b a l a n c e o f 

f u n d i n g t o p r i v a t e d a y c a r e , 

t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r a s t r o n g 

p a r e n t a l r o l e o r f o r commu­

n i t y c o n t r o l i s s e r i o u s l y 

undermined. 

I n c r e a s e d government 

f u n d i n g o f commercial day­

c a r e f i t s i n w e l l w i t h t h e 

1980s agenda o f p r i v a t i z i n g 

s o c i a l s e r v i c e s . The major 

way i n which a p r i v a t e day­

c a r e can make a p r o f i t i s by 

p a y i n g t h e i r employees 

l i t t l e , s i n c e s a l a r i e s a r e 

t h e i r g r e a t e s t expense. ( A t 

p r e s e n t , s t a f f i n commercial 

daycare c e n t r e s earn 30* 

l e s s t h a n employees i n non­

p r o f i t c e n t r e s . ) Funding 

f o r commercial daycare 

c e n t r e s means a f u r t h e r en­

t r e n c h m e n t o f t h e low wage 

s t a t u s o f daycare w o r k e r s — 

t h u s daycare w i l l c o n t i n u e 

t o be a g h e t t o f o r low p a i d 

women's work. 

The s t a k e s a r e h i g h . 

W i l l t h e i d e o l o g y o f 

" c h o i c e " be s u c c e s s f u l l y 

m a n i p u l a t e d t o J u s t i f y a n o t ­

h e r move to w a r d e xpansion 

and d o m i n a t i o n o f c h l l d c a r e 

s e r v i c e s by businessmen? I s 

f r e e t r a d e i n c h i l d r e n g o i n g 

t o become a r e a l i t y ? Why do 

some daycare a c t i v i s t s f e e l 

d a y c a r e i s n o t an i s s u e f o r 

t h e women's movement? 

What c o n s t i t u t e s a so­

c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s t r a t e g y 

f o r daycare? T h i s q u e s t i o n 

i s a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e day­

c a r e a r t i c l e s i n t h i s i s s u e . 

The f u n d i n g o f p r i v a t e day­

c a r e i n A l b e r t a , and t h e 

s t a t e o f t h e daycare move­

ment i n T o r o n t o b o t h pose a 

c h a l l e n g e f o r s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s . L e t ' s n o t I g n o r e 

i t . 



daycare 

Strategies for Daycare 
Anne F o u r t 

T o r o n t o 

With the recent release of 

the report of the federal 

government * s Special Commit¬

tee on Chitdcare, daycare 

has apparently Just had i t s 

" f i v e minutes of fame" as a 

headline issue. Though 

Committee members listened 

to parents and community 

organizat ions across the 

country, they seem to have 

Ignored the clear consensus 

that emerged, i n favour of 

their own political agenda. 

(A l i t t l e known fact is that 

the Committee's chief re­

searcher resigned because 

government interference 

distorted the results of his 

work.) Thus, the report has 

emerged as an important 

statement of government 

ideology. 

Even the t i t l e of the 

report, "Sharing the Respon­

s i b i l i t y " , is indicative of 

the government's définit ion 

of i t s role'- to help parents 

make (largely f i c t tonal) 

"choices" about childcare— 

and not to move toward a 

federally financed daycare 

system with genuine choices 

for parents at a l l income 

levels. 

This 'family support' 

role is further developed i n 

r 

the major recommendation, a 

system of tax credits to 

parents, to maximize their 

individual choice-making 

potential. It does nothing 

to increase the Iimited 

number of quality daycare 

spaces available, or to 

reduce the cost of these 

spaces. Direct grants, 

which are crucial for In­

creasing spaces, are only a 

small part of the monies 

being made available, and 

these grants would be avail­

able for commercial, profit-

making f a c i l i t i e s as well as 

non-prof it centres. 

While nominally the 

Special Committee report 

encourages non-profit, it 

leaves the decision on pro­

f i t to the provinces. 

The situation is quite 

different from province to 

province. Manitoba encour­

ages development of non­

profit daycare only. 

Alberta offers grants to 

commercial daycare (see Cay­

enne, t h i s issue). In 

Ontario, the Liberals 

clearly intend to push the 

federal government for en­

hanced funding which would 

not be restricted to non­

profit centres. The federal 

proposal to leave the ques­

tion of profit/non-profit 

centres to the provinces i n 

fact promotes commercial 

daycare because It does 

nothing to discourage i t . 

Enhanced government funding 

of private daycare is a 

threat to the future of 

daycare, and a step back­

wards, away from the goal of 

a universally accessible 

non-profit daycare system 

that has been a demand of 

the women's movement for 

more than a decade. 

* 

P o l i t i c i a n s seem t o have 

d i s c o v e r e d d a y c a r e a g a i n . 

B r i a n M u l r o n e y i s p r o m i s i n g 

b e t t e r d a y c a r e , b u t t h e 

S p e c i a l Committee on C h i l d 

Care R e p o r t i s h a r d l y a s t e p 

i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

L u c k i l y , t h e daycare 

movement i s n o t a newcomer 

t o t h e p o l i t i c a l scene. I t 

i s a broad-based n a t i o n a l 

movement. Here i n O n t a r i o 

i t i s engaged i n a c r i t i c a l 

b a t t l e c o n c e r n i n g t h e gov­

ernment's p l a n t o i n c r e a s e 

f u n d i n g t o f o r - p r o f i t c h i l d -

c a r e c e n t r e s . 

W h i l e o t h e r a r t i c l e s 

I n t h i s i s s u e d e a l w i t h t h e 

n i t t y g r i t t y o f t h e c u r r e n t 

s t r u g g l e , t h i s a r t i c l e i s a 

s t r a t e g i c l o o k a t t h e day­

c a r e movement i n O n t a r i o i n 

g e n e r a l , and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

T o r o n t o . A l t h o u g h I c e r ­

t a i n l y r e c o g n i z e t h e s t r o n g 

p o i n t s o f t h e d a y c a r e move­

ment and t h e p r o g r e s s i t 

has made over t h e y e a r s , I 

t h i n k some a s p e c t s o f i t s 

s t r a t e g y need a c r i t i c a l 

r e e x a m i n a t i o n . 

I am t h e mother o f a 

f i v e - y e a r - o l d d a y c a r e con­

sumer. As a p a r e n t , I have 

e x p e r i e n c e d t h e d i f f i c u l -

2 



t i e s o u r p r e s e n t c h i l d c a r e 

system poses: s u p e r v i s e d 

homecare, b a b y s i t t e r s , two 

d i f f e r e n t d a y c a r e c e n t r e s . 

As a p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s t , I 

have a l s o been i n v o l v e d i n 

th e s t r u g g l e f o r f r e e - s t a n d ­

i n g a b o r t i o n c l i n i c s . Thus, 

my comments a r e shaped b o t h 

by my p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e as 

a da y c a r e p a r e n t , and by 

p e r s p e c t i v e s on s t r a t e g y 

d e r i v e d f r o m t h e s t r u g g l e 

waged by t h e O n t a r i o C o a l i ­

t i o n f o r A b o r t i o n C l i n i c s 

(OCAC) over t h e l a s t few 

y e a r s . 

A HISTORICAL DETOUR TO BEGIN 

The p r e s e n t d a y c a r e movement 

began as an a l t e r n a t i v e 

s e r v i c e r u n on a s h o e s t r i n g 

i n t h e 1960s. The daycare 

c e n t r e s t h e n , l i k e t h e a l ­

t e r n a t i v e u n i v e r s i t i e s , 

p o p u l a r h e a l t h c l i n i c s e t c . , 

were p a r t o f a movement t h a t 

e xpressed d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 

w i t h t h e system by s e t t i n g 

up a l t e r n a t i v e i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

Now, daycare i s a 

l i c e n s e d community s e r v i c e 

c a r i n g f o r over 84,000 

O n t a r i o c h i l d r e n under age 

s i x . The movement has 

grown, n o t o n l y because more 

and more women w i t h young 

c h i l d r e n a r e w o r k i n g , b u t 

a l s o because o f a l o n g - t e r m 

s t r a t e g y d e v e l o p e d and im­

plemented by a c t i v i s t s . 

1979 was an i m p o r t a n t 

t u r n i n g p o i n t f o r t h e 

O n t a r i o daycare movement. 

Up t o t h i s p o i n t t h e s t r a t ­

egy had been m a i n l y d e f e n ­

s i v e I n n a t u r e , f i g h t i n g t o 

keep daycare c e n t r e s open 

one by one. A t a c o n f e r e n c e 

h e l d t h a t y e a r , t h e d e c i s i o n 

was made t o move o n t o t h e 

p o l i t i c a l o f f e n s i v e and 

adopt t h e s l o g a n o f u n i v e r ­

s a l d aycare i n o r d e r t o 

t r a n s c e n d b a n d - a i d s o l u ­

t i o n s . 

The t a r g e t o f t h e 

dayc a r e movement was t h e 

p r o v i n c i a l government, w h i c h 

c o n t r o l l e d an i m p o r t a n t p a r t 

o f t h e f u n d i n g , s e t t h e 

s t a n d a r d s f o r daycares and 

l a i d down t h e r u l e s f o r 

a d m i n i s t e r i n g s u b s i d i e s and 

f e d e r a l monies. T h i s ex­

panded t h e s t r u g g l e f r o m one 

f o u g h t on a s t r i c t l y l o c a l 

l e v e l , i n t o an i s s u e o f 

p u b l i c p o l i c y . 

N e x t , b r o a d e n i n g t h e 

base o f t h e day c a r e movement 

beyond t h e p a r e n t s and s t a f f 

who were t h e m a i n s t a y s o f 

th e movement, was i d e n t i f i e d 

'as a p r i o r i t y . G a i n i n g 

s u p p o r t f r o m p o l i t i c a l p a r ­

t i e s , t r a d e u n i o n s , educa­

t o r s , and pe o p l e w i t h i n t h e 

s o c i a l s e r v i c e s , was now 

seen as e s s e n t i a l . 

F i n a l l y , an i m p o r t a n t 

element i n t h i s new s t r a t e g y 

was t o m o b i l i z e and o r g a n i z e 

t h e u n o r g a n i z e d . U n i o n i z a ­

t i o n would g i v e a v o i c e t o 

d a y c a r e w o r k e r s who, t h r o u g h 

low wages and poor w o r k i n g 

c o n d i t i o n s , were s u b s i d i z i n g 

t h e c h i l d c a r e system. 

S t r o n g u n i o n s would n o t o n l y 

be a b l e t o f i g h t f o r b e t t e r 

s a l a r i e s , b u t a l s o c o u l d be 

s t r o n g advocates f o r im­

provements i n t h e day c a r e 

system i t s e l f . 

I m p o r t a n t successes 

have been a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h 

t h i s s t r a t e g y . The day c a r e 

movement deve l o p e d a p l a t ­

f o r m w h i c h was adopted f i r s t 

by t h e NDP and t h e n by t h e 

O n t a r i o F e d e r a t i o n o f Labour 

(OFL) i n 1 9 8 1 . Subsequent­

l y , t h e OFL launched a pub­

l i c campaign on t h e i s s u e . 

T h i s l e d t o t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 

a broad-based c o a l i t i o n i n 

w h i c h t h e OFL, t e a c h e r s ' 

u n i o n s , and s o c i a l s e r v i c e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s j o i n e d w i t h 

d a y c a r e a c t i v i s t s t o demand 

u n i v e r s a l l y a c c e s s i b l e non­

p r o f i t d a y c a r e . Thus t h e 

O n t a r i o C o a l i t i o n f o r B e t t e r 

Daycare was f o r m e d . 

The r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t 

n o n - p r o f i t d a y c a r e was i n 

t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t s o f c h i l d ­

r e n r e s u l t e d i n a s p l i t i n 

t h e d aycare movement: p r i ­

v a t e d a y c a r e owners l e f t . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y , i n 1982, 

a c o n f e r e n c e i n Winnipeg l e d 

t o t h e development o f a 

n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e 

Canadian Daycare Advocacy 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Over t h e y e a r s , t h e 

dayc a r e movement has broad­

ened i t s base c o n s i d e r a b l y , 

b u i l t a n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n , and s u c c e s s f u l l y 

framed t h e terms o f t h e 

debate around c h i l d c a r e . 

Through s y s t e m a t i c r e s e a r c h , 

s k i l l f u l use o f t h e media 

and t h o u g h t f u l p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

i n government commissions, 

t h e f a c t s c o n c e r n i n g female 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e l a b o u r 

f o r c e , t h e I n t o l e r a b l y h i g h 

c o s t s o f c h i l d c a r e , and t h e 

s h o r t a g e o f day c a r e s e r v i c e s 

3 



a r e now I m p o s s i b l e f o r p o l i ­

t i c i a n s t o deny. The i d e o ­

l o g i c a l b a t t l e f o r u n i v e r ­

s a l l y a c c e s s i b l e d a y c a r e has 

advanced c o n s i d e r a b l y . 

P u b l i c o p i n i o n has moved, 

and t h e f e d e r a l and p r o v i n ­

c i a l governments have b o t h 

been f o r c e d t o d e a l w i t h 

t h i s demand. Today, t h e 

q u e s t i o n s o f how much f u n d ­

i n g by government, when, and 

t o w h o m — p r o f i t o r n o n - p r o f ­

i t — a r e on t h e t a b l e p r e ­

c i s e l y because o f t h e p r e s ­

s u r e s b r o u g h t t o bear by t h e 

daycare movement. 

I n T o r o n t o , t h e day­

c a r e movement has become 

adept a t w o r k i n g w i t h i n t h e 

p o l i t i c a l process w i t h sym­

p a t h e t i c m u n i c i p a l p o l i t i ­

c i a n s . P r e c e d e n t - s e t t i n g 

g r a n t s t o i n c r e a s e daycare 

s t a f f s a l a r i e s i n t h e c i t y ' s 

n o n - p r o f i t c e n t r e s have been 

won. T h i s i s i m p o r t a n t , n o t 

o n l y f o r t h e w o r k e r s and 

c e n t r e s c o ncerned, b u t a l s o 

because i t a c t s as an upward 

p r e s s u r e on a l l daycare 

w o r k e r s ' s a l a r i e s . I t s t a b ­

i l i z e s d aycare c e n t r e s by 

i n c r e a s i n g s t a f f wages w i t h ­

o u t r a i s i n g f e e s . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n a c r o s s 

t h e c o u n t r y on t h e K a t i e 

Cooke Task Force on C h i l d ­

c a r e p e r m i t t e d a c t i v i s t s 

a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y t o a r t i c ­

u l a t e t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s and 

demands, and t h e r e s u l t i n g 

recommendations gave i n ­

c r e a s e d c r e d i b i l i t y t o t h e 

urg e n c y o f t h e p r o b l e m s . 

The g a i n s have been 

i m p r e s s i v e . However, I f e e l 

t h a t c e r t a i n problems have 

a r i s e n w h i c h must be ad­

d r e s s e d . 

BROADENING THE BASE: WHERE 

ARE THE PARENTS? 

My e x p e r i e n c e , a l b e i t l i m ­

i t e d t o o n l y two daycare 

c e n t r e s and i n f o r m a t i o n 

g l e a n e d f r o m I n f o r m a l con­

v e r s a t i o n s w i t h p a r e n t s a t 

o t h e r d a y c a r e c e n t r e s , i n d i ­

c a t e s t h a t p a r e n t s c u r r e n t l y 

u s i n g d a y c a r e f a c i l i t i e s a r e 

n o t b e i n g g i v e n s u f f i c i e n t 

i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e 

daycare movement. 

Because daycare i s a 

s e r v i c e used by i n d i v i d u a l s 

f o r a l e n g t h y b u t l i m i t e d 

t i m e span, t h e t u r n o v e r i s 

h i g h . People move i n and 

out o f t h e f o r m a l d a y c a r e 

system depending on work, 

f i n a n c e s , f a m i l y s i t u a t i o n , 

c h i l d r e n s ' ages, e t c . Par­

e n t s e n t e r i n g daycare f a c i l ­

i t i e s w i t h t o d d l e r s t o d a y 

p r o b a b l y have no i d e a o f t h e 

h i s t o r y o f t h e daycare move­

ment. O f t e n t h e i r under­

s t a n d i n g o f t h e i s s u e i s 

l i m i t e d t o p e r s o n a l e x p e r i ­

ences and i s n o t s i t u a t e d i n 

a b r o a d e r a n a l y s i s . More 

p a r e n t s would and c o u l d 

become a c t i v e s u p p o r t e r s o f 

t h e d a y c a r e movement i f 

s u f f i c i e n t o u t r e a c h and 

e d u c a t i o n were done on an 

ong o i n g b a s i s . 

DAYCARE : NOT A HOT ISSUE IN 

THE WOMENS' MOVEMENT? 

I n T o r o n t o , a second problem 

i s t h e r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i z a -

t i o n o f t h e daycare i s s u e 

among s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s . 

Daycare has n o t deve l o p e d a 

h i g h p r o f i l e w i t h i n t h e 

women's movement h e r e . I t s 

low p r o f i l e has meant t h a t 

d aycare has been more o f an 

a f t e r t h o u g h t t h a n an impor­

t a n t f o c u s ; an example i s 

t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's 

Day a c t i v i t i e s I n T o r o n t o i n 

t h e p a s t few y e a r s . 

Perhaps many s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s f i n d i t e a s i e r t o 

f i g h t a g a i n s t compulsory 

motherhood t h a n t o e l a b o r a t e 

an empowering v i s i o n o f 

c h i l d r e a r i n g f o r women and 

men. For a v a s t number o f 

women f a c e d w i t h r a i s i n g 

c h i l d r e n f o r many y e a r s o f 

t h e i r l i v e s however, t h e s e 

i s s u e s a r e i m p o r t a n t . I f 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s c o u l d 

speak t o t h e s e i s s u e s i n a 

m e a n i n g f u l way, b o t h t h e 

dayc a r e movement and t h e 

women's movement c o u l d be 

g r e a t l y s t r e n g t h e n e d . 

H E L P SUPPORT COMMUNITY CONTROLLED DAYCARE 

4 



Daycare movement a c t i ­

v i s t s have n o t d e v o t e d s u f ­

f i c i e n t t i m e and energy t o 

s h a r i n g t h e i r s t r a t e g i c 

v i s i o n w i t h o t h e r women 

a c t i v i s t s . I have heard 

some women argue t h a t s i n c e 

o n l y a m i n o r i t y o f women 

need da y c a r e a t any g i v e n 

t i m e t h e i s s u e has l i m i t e d 

a p p e a l i n t h e women's move­

ment. To me, t h i s sounds 

more l i k e an a d m i s s i o n o f 

f a i l u r e by d a y c a r e a c t i v i s t s 

t h a n an o b j e c t i v e e x p l a n a ­

t i o n . Pushed t o i t s ex­

t r e m e , t h i s argument seems 

t o i m p l y t h a t women, o r 

p e o p l e i n g e n e r a l , w i l l o n l y 

s t r u g g l e f o r t h e i r immediate 

and s h o r t - t e r m i n t e r e s t s . 

The same t y p e o f a r g u ­

ment c o u l d be made c o n c e r n ­

i n g a b o r t i o n . Though a 

g r e a t number o f women become 

p r e g n a n t , a much s m a l l e r 

number seek a b o r t i o n s each 

y e a r , and an even s m a l l e r 

number r e c e i v e 

an a b o r t i o n a t one o f 

T o r o n t o ' s f r e e - s t a n d i n g 

c l i n i c s . Y e t one o f t h e 

s t r e n g t h s o f OCAC, i n my 

v i e w , has been i t s a b i l i t y 

t o s i t u a t e t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 

a b o r t i o n r i g h t s p o l i t i c a l l y , 

t o show how t h i s i s s u e a f ­

f e c t s a l l women and t o r e a c h 

o u t and share our perspec­

t i v e i n t h e women's move­

ment . 

I r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e 

t i m e and energy o f daycare 

a c t i v i s t s i s l i m i t e d b u t 

t h e r e i s a l s o a q u e s t i o n o f 

p o l i t i c a l c h o i c e . Daycare 

a c t i v i s t s have n o t seen 

e d u c a t i o n around s t r a t e g y 

aimed a t women a c t i v i s t s and 

t h e women's movement as a 

p o l i t i c a l p r i o r i t y , and 

hence an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

n e c e s s i t y . I f p e o p l e do n o t 

come f o r w a r d d u r i n g t h e 

p e r i o d when t h e [ T o r o n t o ] 

March 8 t h C o a l i t i o n i s b e i n g 

f o r m e d , t o e x p l a i n t h e i r 

demands, t h e s p e c i f i c con­

t e x t , and s t r a t e g i c i m p l i c a ­

t i o n s , t h e n i t may be r e ­

g r e t t a b l e b u t i t i s c e r ­

t a i n l y n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t 

d a y c a r e w i l l be r e l e g a t e d t o 

t h e back b u r n e r . 

T h i s i s i m p o r t a n t t o 

do, and n o t o n l y f o r t h e 

sake o f t h e d a y c a r e movement 

i t s e l f . Through t h e s e ex­

changes, d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s 

and a c t i v i s t s concerned w i t h 

d i f f e r e n t i s s u e s exchange 

v i e w p o i n t s and p e r s p e c t i v e s 

and l e a r n f r o m each o t h e r , 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e w h o l e . 

The m u l t i p l i e r e f f e c t t h a t 

b e i n g p a r t o f a b r o a d e r 

movement b r i n g s t o t h e 

s t r u g g l e , and t h e w i d e r 

p o l i t i c a l v i s i o n t h a t comes 

f r o m t h a t l a r g e r women's 

movement, a r e s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

f o r c e s . 

T h i s weakness i s a l l 

t h e more s t r i k i n g when one 

c o n s i d e r s t h e i m p r e s s i v e 

e d u c a t i o n a l work and o u t ­

r e a c h t h e daycare a c t i v i s t s 

have done t o b u i l d a b r o a d -

based daycare c o a l i t i o n . 

UNIONIZATION 

U n i o n i z a t i o n as a l o n g - t e r m 

s t a t e g y f o r t h e d a y c a r e 

movement i s v i t a l l y impor­

t a n t f o r s e v e r a l r e a s o n s . 

U n i o n i z e d d a y c a r e 

w o r k e r s a r e b e t t e r a b l e t o 

f i g h t f o r improved wages and 

w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s . T h i s i s 

c r u c i a l s i n c e t h e system 

w i l l c o n t i n u e t o e x p e r i e n c e 

h i g h t u r n o v e r i n s t a f f as 

l o n g as d a y c a r e w o r k e r s a r e 

s u b s i d i z i n g t h e d a y c a r e 

system t h r o u g h t h e i r low 

s a l a r i e s . 

S e c o n d l y , a s t r o n g 

u n i o n o f daycare w o r k e r s 

c o u l d become a prime mover 

i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r u n i v e r ­

s a l d a y c a r e . By e d u c a t i n g 

and m o b i l i z i n g i t s members, 

t h e u n i o n c o u l d make system­

a t i c e f f o r t s t o r e a c h o u t t o 

p a r e n t s and draw them i n t o 

t h e movement. T h i s would be 

an i m p o r t a n t complement t o 

p a r e n t s ' b o a r d s , w h i c h have 

l i m i t e d t i m e and r e s o u r c e s , 

T h i r d l y , a s t r o n g 

u n i o n o f d a y c a r e w o r k e r s 



c o u l d p l a y an I m p o r t a n t r o l e 

I n e n s u r i n g t h a t improved 

s t a t e f u n d i n g does n o t l e a d 

t o a l o s s o f 

community/worker c o n t r o l 

o v e r d a y c a r e c e n t r e s . The 

q u e s t i o n o f how t o ensure 

s t a t e f u n d i n g , s t a t e r e g u l a ­

t i o n o f m i n i m a l s t a n d a r d s i n 

terms o f t e a c h e r e d u c a t i o n , 

s a f e t y s t a n d a r d s , and hy­

g i e n e , w h i l e e n s u r i n g g r a s s ­

r o o t s c o n t r o l , remains unan­

swered . 

I n s p i t e o f t h e impor­

t a n c e t h e daycare movement 

has a t t a c h e d t o i t , t h e 

success o f u n i o n i z a t i o n has 

been l i m i t e d . The h i g h 

t u r n o v e r i n young and o f t e n 

i n e x p e r i e n c e d s t a f f , t h e 

s m a l l numbers o f p e o p l e i n 

b a r g a i n i n g u n i t s , t h e h i g h 

c o s t o f s e r v i c i n g many s m a l l 

u n i t s , t h e f e r o c i o u s o p p o s i ­

t i o n o f p r i v a t e daycare 

owners (remember t h e H i n i -

s k o o l s t r i k e a few y e a r s 

ago?) and problems w i t h i n 

t h e u n i o n s t h e m s e l v e s , may 

a l l be f a c t o r s w h i c h weaken 

th e push f o r u n i o n i z a t i o n . 

The h i g h p e r c e n t a g e o f 

dayc a r e c o s t s which go i n t o 

s a l a r i e s and t h e l i m i t e d 

a b i l i t y o f p a r e n t s t o pay 

t h e r e s u l t i n g i n c r e a s e s i n 

f e e s may cause an a d v e r s a r ­

i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p t o d e v e l o p 

between p a r e n t s u n a b l e t o 

pay h i g h e r f e e s and d a y c a r e 

w o r k e r s u n a b l e t o l i v e on 

p r e s e n t s a l a r i e s . Given 

t h i s dilemma, i t i s c r u c i a l 

t o d e v e l o p s p e c i f i c a p p r o ­

p r i a t e b a r g a i n i n g t a c t i c s 

w h i c h i d e n t i f y government 

u n d e r f u n d i n g as t h e so u r c e 

of t h e p r o b l e m . The 

t r a d e u n i o n movement's po­

t e n t i a l f o r l e a d e r s h i p i n 

th e d aycare movement i s 

enormous. S u c c e s s f u l u n i o n ­

i z a t i o n can o n l y h e l p b o t h 

t h e t r a d e u n i o n movement and 
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t h e daycare s t r u g g l e . The 

s t r o n g r o l e t h e OFL p l a y e d 

i n p r o m o t i n g daycare t h r o u g h 

a p u b l i c campaign i n 1982 

i l l u s t r a t e s t h e s t r a t e g i c 

i m p o r t a n c e o f u n i o n i z a t i o n 

i n t h i s s e c t o r . I t remains 

t o be seen i f p u b l i c s e c t o r 

u n i o n s have t h e p o l i t i c a l 

w i l l , t h e money, and t h e 

energy t o devote t o t h e 

e f f o r t f o r u n i o n i z a t i o n i n 

t h i s s e c t o r , and i f t h e y a r e 

f l e x i b l e enough t o adapt t h e 

p a r t i c u l a r t a c t i c s necessary 

t o be e f f e c t i v e . 

TACTICS IN THE STRUGGLE 

The daycare movement, as we 

have seen, has been v e r y 

e f f e c t i v e i n u s i n g l o b b y i n g 

t e c h n i q u e s , and c o n d u c t i n g 

p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n campaigns 

i n o r d e r t o f u r t h e r t h e i r 

c a u se. A c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

t r a d i t i o n a l l o b b y i n g t a c t i c s 

and " c r e a t i v e " mass a c t i o n s 

were used i n o r d e r t o maxi­

mize t h e impact on go v e r n ­

ment p o l i c y . I am concerned 

t h a t t h e s e successes may 

l e a d t h e movement t o under­

e s t i m a t e o r n e g l e c t o t h e r , 

more c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l t a c t i c s 

such as d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , and 

p u b l i c r a l l i e s . The f o l l o w ­

i n g example i l l u s t r a t e s my 

p o i n t : October 27, 1986 was 

Lobby Day f o r Daycare a t 

Queens P a r k . T h i s was 

b i l l e d as an i n d o o r demon­

s t r a t i o n . Four hundred peo­

p l e crammed i n s i d e a room 

where p o l i t i c i a n s f r o m a l l 

t h r e e p a r t i e s came t o r e ­

spond t o q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e 

c o a l i t i o n i n a b e a r - p i t 

s e s s i o n . 

The C o a l i t i o n f o r 

B e t t e r Daycare n e w s l e t t e r 

( J a n u a r y , 1987) a n a l y s e s 

t h i s event i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 

manner: 

"Things have come a 

l o n g way s i n c e t h e Seven­

t i e s . Now we a r e a b l e t o 

have our daycare demonstra­

t i o n s INSIDE Queen's Park 

w i t h t h e p o l i t i c i a n s i n 

f r o n t o f us r e s p o n d i n g t o 

our q u e s t i o n s and c o n c e r n s . 

I n t h e o l d d a y s , we would 

r a l l y OUTSIDE Queens P a r k , 

hear speeches and sho u t 

s l o g a n s , b u t e s s e n t i a l l y i t 

a l l f e l l on deaf e a r s . T h i s 

i s perhaps t h e key i n d i c a t o r 

o f how f a r we've come i n a 

few y e a r s . " 

Since when do r a l l i e s 

o u t s i d e Queen's Park f a l l on 

deaf ears? Perhaps p o l i t i ­

c i a n s choose t o i g n o r e o u r 



demands, b u t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 

a r e n o t o n l y aimed a t p o l i ­

t i c i a n s ; t h e y a r e e v e n t s 

w h i c h educate t h e p u b l i c and 

h e l p b u i l d t h e movement. As 

such t h e y a r e n o t passe, 

out-moded o r i n e f f e c t i v e . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n gov­

ernment i n q u i r i e s and com­

m i s s i o n s , and e f f e c t i v e 

l o b b y i n g i s h a r d work. 

These t a c t i c s h e l p t o l e g i t ­

i m i z e one's v i e w p o i n t i n t h e 

p u b l i c , g a i n access t o media 

c o v e r a g e , and can i n f l u e n c e 

p o l i t i c i a n s . T h i s i s an 

a r e a i n which daycare a c t i v ­

i s t s have e x c e l l e d . I t i s 

a l s o a t a c t i c w h ich i s o f t e n 

i g n o r e d or u n d e r e s t i m a t e d by 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s . 

But as s o c i a l i s t fem­

i n i s t s we know, and s h o u l d 

a t t e m p t t o make c l e a r i n t h e 

movement, t h a t success i n 

l o b b y i n g i s a f u n c t i o n o f 

p e r c e i v e d o r d e m o n s t r a t e d 

p o l i t i c a l c l o u t . I t i s n o t , 

above a l l , t h e r e a s o n a b l e ­

ness o f our words b u t t h e 

s t r e n g t h o f our movement 

which w i l l e nsure g a i n s 

a g a i n s t t h e s t a t e . 

The L i b e r a l government 

i n O n t a r i o seems t o be d e a l ­

i n g w i t h s e v e r a l h a r d - f o u g h t 

women's demands by g i v i n g 

t h e appearance o f m e e t i n g 

our demands w h i l e c o n t a i n i n g 

elements i n i m i c a l t o them. 

I n t h i s way t h e government 

i s h o p i n g t o d i f f u s e o u r 

movement. For a c t i v i s t s , 

t h e p r o s p e c t s o f d i r e c t 

g r a n t f u n d i n g t o f o r - p r o f i t 

d a ycare c e n t r e s i s p r o b ­

l e m a t i c . A p p a r e n t l y , t h e 

p o l i t i c i a n s p e r c e i v e t h e r e 

i s an i m p o r t a n t group o f 

v o t e s w a n t i n g i n c r e a s e d 

d a y c a r e f u n d i n g b u t remain 

s c e p t i c a l t h a t people a r e 

comm i t t e d t o a program o f 

u n i v e r s a l non-profit daycare 

funded by t h e s t a t e . 

To w i t h s t a n d t h e s e 

a t t e m p t s t o co-opt our i s ­

s u es, e d u c a t i o n and m o b i l i z ­

a t i o n o f daycare s u p p o r t e r s 

i s c r u c i a l . A one-sided 

s t r a t e g y r e l y i n g t o o h e a v i l y 

on l o b b y i n g c o u l d l e a v e t h e 

movement v u l n e r a b l e . Par­

t i c u l a r l y , when ye a r s o f 

s t r u g g l e a r e on t h e p o i n t o f 

p a y i n g o f f , l e t us n o t un­

d e r e s t i m a t e t h e power o f 

p u b l i c r a l l i e s , demonstra­

t i o n s , and o t h e r mass a c t i o n 

t a c t i c s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , i f t h e 

daycare movement i s t o con­

t i n u e t o advance towards i t s 

o b j e c t i v e s , s o c i a l i s t f e m i n ­

i s t s must s t r u g g l e f o r a 

c l e a r a n a l y s i s o f t h e s t a t e . 

F l e x i b i l i t y and c r e a t i v i t y 

i n t a c t i c a l terms i s neces­

s a r y , even e s s e n t i a l , b u t 

t h e y a r e v a l i d o n l y as l o n g 

as t h e s t r a t e g i c a n a l y s i s o f 

whom we a r e d e a l i n g w i t h and 

how we w i l l u l t i m a t e l y w i n , 

i s c l e a r . 
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For-Profit Daycare: Alberta 

A recent Alberta study exam­

ined the impact of the 

strong private daycare sec­

tor on the quality of care 

available i n that province. 

The Ontario government is 

also considering measures 

which will encourage private 

for-profit daycare, and 

other provtnces may also be 

moving i n t h i s direct ion. 

This article is an edited 

version of the summary of 

the study by Dr. Christopher 

Bagley, Chair of Child Wel­

fare at the University of 

Calgary. The original sum­

mary f i r s t appeared i n the 

Ontario Coal it ion for Better 

Daycare Newsletter i n 

January 1987. 

A l t h o u g h , on a p e r c a p i t a 

b a s i s , t h e A l b e r t a g o v e r n ­

ment p r o v i d e s more generous 

f u n d i n g f o r c h i l d c a r e than 

most p r o v i n c e s , i t s encour­

agement o f p r i v a t e l y - r u n 

d aycare c e n t r e s has c r e a t e d 

s e r i o u s p r o b l e m s . S t a f f 

t r a i n i n g i s i n a d e q u a t e and 

s t a n d a r d s r e l a t i n g t o maxi­

mum group s i z e and q u a l i t y 

o f c a r e go v i r t u a l l y unen­

f o r c e d . I n s p e c t i o n by l i ­

c e n s i n g o f f i c e r s i s n e g l i ­

g i b l e , and no e f f o r t i s made 

t o have p r i v a t e o p e r a t o r s 

account f o r t h e m i l l i o n s o f 

d o l l a r s t h e y r e c e i v e i n 

s u b s i d i e s . 

The g o a l i n daycare i s 

a q u a l i t y system w h i c h i s 

a c c e s s i b l e t o and serves t h e 

i n t e r e s t s o f a l l c h i l d r e n . 

But what does q u a l i t y c a r e 

i n v o l v e ? 

There a r e t h r e e key 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r q u a l i t y c a r e : 

( 1 ) a h i g h r a t i o of w o r k e r s 

t o c h i l d r e n ; ( 2 ) s m a l l group 

s i z e s ; and ( 3 ) p r o f e s s i o n -
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a l l y t r a i n e d and a c c r e d i t e d 

s t a f f . 

U n t r a i n e d s t a f f w i t h 

good l e v e l s o f e x p e r i e n c e 

and m o t i v a t i o n can a c h i e v e 

q u a l i t y c a r e , p r o v i d e d t h e y 

work under a t r a i n e d s u per­

v i s o r and as l o n g as t h e 

o t h e r two c o n d i t i o n s a r e 

met. A t r a i n e d w o r k e r , on 

t h e o t h e r hand, cannot oper­

a t e e f f e c t i v e l y when she has 

t o c a r e f o r a l a r g e number 

o f c h i l d r e n a t t h e same 

t i m e . 

I n t h e p a s t , and s t i l l 

t o d a y t o a l a r g e e x t e n t , 

d a y c a r e has been seen as a 

s p e c i a l s e r v i c e f o r a s m a l l 

number o f f a m i l i e s who a r e 

p o o r , or have a handicapped 

c h i l d , o r who have o t h e r 

problems r e q u i r i n g s o c i a l 

a s s i s t a n c e . T h i s a t t i t u d e 

i s r e f l e c t e d i n b o t h p r o v i n ­

c i a l and f e d e r a l p o l i c i e s . 

There a r e , however, 

c o m p e l l i n g arguments t h a t 

d a y c a r e s h o u l d be univei— 

sally a v a i l a b l e t o a l l p a r ­

e n t s o f young c h i l d r e n - -

t h a t i t s h o u l d t a k e t h e form 

o f a u n i v e r s a l s o c i a l s e r ­

v i c e , on t h e same b a s i s as 

e d u c a t i o n and m e d i c a r e . 

PROFIT OR NON-PROtIT 

The r o l e o f p r o f i t - m a k i n g 

d a y c a r e c e n t r e s i s a con­

t r o v e r s i a l one. A l b e r t a has 

t a k e n t h e l e a d i n encourag­

i n g p r i v a t e d a y c a r e d e v e l o p ­

ment, as p a r t o f t h e g o v e r n ­

ment's g e n e r a l p h i l o s o p h y o f 

e n c o u r a g i n g p r i v a t e e n t e r ­

p r i s e i n t h e d e l i v e r y o f 

s o c i a l s e r v i c e s . The p r o ­

v i n c e has p r o v i d e d generous 

f u n d i n g f o r t h e o p e r a t i n g 

expenses o f daycares r u n f o r 

p r o f i t , a c o n d i t i o n o f these 

g r a n t s supposedly b e i n g t h a t 

t h e p r o v i n c i a l s t a n d a r d s be 

met. T h i s has l e d , a l m o s t 

by d e f a u l t , t o t h e p r o v i s i o n 

o f more da y c a r e spaces f o r 

c h i l d r e n below t h e age o f 

s i x t h a n i n any o t h e r p r o ­

v i n c e . 

As a r e s u l t , A l b e r t a ' s 

daycare e x p e n d i t u r e i s near ­

l y t w o - a n d - a - h a l f t i m e s 

g r e a t e r t h a n t h e average f o r 

o t h e r p r o v i n c e s . A l s o , be­

cause o f t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f 

o p e r a t i n g g r a n t s u b s i d i e s 

f o r e v e r y c h i l d r e g a r d l e s s 



daycare 
o f p a r e n t a l income o r t y p e 

o f d a y c a r e a t t e n d e d , t h e 

average m o n t h l y f e e f o r a 

c h i l d a t t e n d i n g daycare i n 

A l b e r t a i s some $80.00 l e s s 

t h a n f o r a c h i l d i n O n t a r i o . 

But t h e p a t t e r n o f 

s e r v i c e d e l i v e r y i n A l b e r t a 

i s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , w i t h 70 

per c e n t o f daycare spaces 

b e i n g p r o v i d e d by p r i v a t e 

e n t e r p r i s e — b y f a r t h e h i g h ­

e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f any p r o ­

v i n c e . A l b e r t a ' s r e q u i r e ­

ments on square metres o f 

i n d o o r space a r e among 

Canada's l o w e s t , and i t s 

s t a n d a r d s f o r s t a f f t r a i n i n g 

a r e t h e c o u n t r y ' s w o r s t . 

The A l b e r t a government 

t r u s t s f o r - p r o f i t d a y cares 

t o f u l f i l l o p e r a t i n g s u b s i d y 

c o n d i t i o n s l a r g e l y on an 

honour b a s i s . The g o v e r n ­

ment has acceded t o t h e 

argument o f t h e independent 

o p e r a t o r s t h a t r a i s i n g s t a n ­

dards must be s u p p o r t e d by 

a p p r o p r i a t e f u n d i n g i n c r e a s ­

e s . T h i s i s a c l a s s i c " f r e e 

e n t e r p r i s e " p o s i t i o n : t o 

seek maximum government 

s u b s i d i e s and minimum gov­

ernment c o n t r o l o f d a y - t o ­

day o p e r a t i o n s . 

LICENSING AND CONTROL 

A l b e r t a employs o n l y 21 

l i c e n s i n g o f f i c e r s , most o f 

them i n t h e Edmonton and 

Ca l g a r y a r e a s . T h i s works 

o u t t o one i n s p e c t o r f o r 

e v e r y 37 c e n t r e s . L i c e n s i n g 

o f f i c e r s more f r e q u e n t l y 

l e a r n o f abuses t h r o u g h 

daycare w o r k e r s o r p a r e n t s 

than t h r o u g h v i s i t s t o day­

c a r e s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , l i ­

c e n s i n g o f f i c e r s r a r e l y a c t 

d e c i s i v e l y i n t h e s e m a t t e r s . 

They c o m p l a i n o f overwork 

and a l s o o f t h e r e l u c t a n c e 

o f h i g h e r government o f f i ­

c i a l s t o revoke t h e l i c e n s e 

o f a c e n t r e , even when i t i s 

b l a t a n t l y v i o l a t i n g r e g u l a ­

t i o n s . 

D u r i n g 1984 and 1985, 

t h e p r o v i n c e ' s S o c i a l Care 

Review Committee i d e n t i f i e d 

t h i r t e e n d a y c a r e c e n t r e s o f 

e x c e p t i o n a l l y poor q u a l i t y , 

w h i ch showed no improvement 

between i n s p e c t i o n s . But 

t h e Committee s i m p l y h i r e d a 

c o n s u l t a n t i n c h i l d d e v e l o p ­

ment, who worked w i t h t h e s e 

d e l i n q u e n t o p e r a t o r s t o t r y 

t o improve t h e i r c a r e o f 

c h i l d r e n . None o f t h e i r 

l i c e n s e s was ever suspended. 

LACK OF TRAINING 

The i s s u e o f e d u c a t i o n and 

w o r k e r s ' t r a i n i n g i s a c r u ­

c i a l one, and a p o i n t on 

which advocates o f non-pro­

f i t , c a r e d i s a g r e e w i t h t h e 

p r o f i t c e n t r e s . I t i s 

c l a i m e d t h a t t h e independent 

o p e r a t o r s d o n ' t want t o em­

p l o y t r a i n e d w o r k e r s because 

o f t h e i n c r e a s e d p a y r o l l 

c o s t s and c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y 

decreased p r o f i t s . The 

independent o p e r a t o r s coun­

t e r t h a t t h e y would be de­

l i g h t e d t o employ more 

t r a i n e d w o r k e r s i f t h e 

government would s u b s i d i z e 

t h e a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s , i n t h e 

same way i t s u b s i d i z e s t h e 

s t a f f / c h i l d r a t i o . 

S e v e r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

t h a t r e p r e s e n t t h e i n t e r e s t s 

o f daycare workers and op­

e r a t o r s — i n c l u d i n g t h e Day 

Care S o c i e t y o f A l b e r t a and 

t h e E a r l y C h i l d h o o d P r o f e s ­

s i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f 

A l b e r t a — h a v e been a c t i v e i n 

c a l l i n g f o r t r a i n i n g s t a n ­

dards f o r daycare w o r k e r s . 

But t h e government has 

s t e a d f a s t l y r e f u s e d t o i n ­

c o r p o r a t e even minimum 

t r a i n i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s i n i t s 

r e g u l a t i o n s . 

POOR WORKING CONDITIONS 

A sur v e y o f A l b e r t a commu­

n i t y c o l l e g e e a r l y c h i l d h o o d 

development and e d u c a t i o n 

g r a d u a t e s f o u n d a h i g h de-

DflYCARe IS BO\m-lù 
COST Me A FORTUNE, 

B o y ( OMCEYOOADDOP 
DAYCARE PU)Slfle COST 

O F ÔRS - IT HARDLY 
MAKES SENSE. 

FOR YOO~ÏÔ 
C O M E B A C K 

n o 

WORK1. 

] 1HEM AcSfllM- IT HARDLY 
M A K E S SENSE FOR 
H E T O S T A Y HOME 

PHVGO, 
C R A Z y // 
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g r e e o f d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h 

pay and w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s . 

I n 1983 t h e median s a l a r y o f 

d i p l o m a g r a d u a t e s ( i n c l u d i n g 

t h o s e w i t h s e v e r a l y e a r s o f 

p r e v i o u s daycare e x p e r i e n c e ) 

was $6.75 an hour f o r t h o s e 

i n p r i v a t e d a y c a r e s , and 

$8.00 an hour f o r t h o s e 

w o r k i n g i n n o n - p r o f i t c e n t ­

r e s . The average h o u r l y 

r a t e s o f pay f o r u n t r a i n e d 

commercial daycare w o r k e r s 

was l e s s than $6.00 an h o u r . 

Graduates o f d i p l o m a 

programs who e n t e r daycare 

employment f a c e a number o f 

f r u s t r a t i o n s . F i r s t o f a l l , 

t h e y f a c e a g r u e l l i n g e i g h t -

hour day d u r i n g w hich t h e i r 

a t t e n t i o n must n o t wander 

from t h e young c h i l d r e n i n 

t h e i r c a r e . They have s h o r t 

v a c a t i o n p e r i o d s , and t h e y 

a r e s u b j e c t t o u n p a i d l a y ­

o f f s when e n r o l m e n t s i n t h e 

daycare d e c l i n e . I n some 

c e n t r e s , i f t h r e e o r more 

c h i l d r e n do n o t a t t e n d on 

any p a r t i c u l a r day, a w o r k e r 

may be l a i d o f f i m m e d i a t e l y 

w i t h o u t pay. I n t h e p r e s e n t 

system, i n A l b e r t a as i n 

most o t h e r p r o v i n c e s , some­

one l o s e s i n d a y c a r e . The 

p r e s s u r e t o keep c o s t s down 

— i n b o t h p r o f i t and non­

p r o f i t c e n t r e s — d i s c o u r a g e s 

e f f o r t s t o improve t h e gen­

e r a l l e v e l s o f daycare 

t r a i n i n g and t h e r e c r u i t m e n t 

of t r a i n e d w o r k e r s . 

CONCLUSIONS 

The o p e r a t i o n o f daycare i n 

A l b e r t a l e a d s t o t h r e e im­

p o r t a n t c o n c l u s i o n s . 

1) The A l b e r t a gov­

ernment has been generous i n 

g i v i n g s u b s i d i e s t o d a y c a r e 

o p e r a t o r s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e 

o p e r a t i n g on a f o r - p r o f i t 

b a s i s . But t h e government 

has made no e f f o r t t o c a l l 

t o a c c o u n t t h e m i l l i o n s o f 

d o l l a r s g i v e n i n daycare 

s u b s i d i e s . T h i s p r a c t i c e 

e x t e n d s t o many o t h e r a r e a s 

i n A l b e r t a and i s a s i g n i f i ­

c a n t weakness i n t h e g o v e r n ­

ment's s o c i a l p o l i c i e s . I n 

our v i e w , f o r - p r o f i t day­

c a r e s s h o u l d be p r o h i b i t e d . 

2) The c e n t r a l weak­

ness o f t h e A l b e r t a d a y c a r e 

s y s t e m — a p a r t fro m i t s f a i l ­

u r e t o s p e c i f y s t a f f t r a i n ­

i n g l e v e l s — i s t h e f a i l u r e 

t o i n s i s t t h a t i m p o r t a n t 

a s p e c t s o f i t s r e g u l a t i o n s , 

such as t h o s e on maximum 

group s i z e , be p r o p e r l y 

e n f o r c e d . The p o s s i b i l i t y 

t h a t t h e o p e r a t i n g s u b s i d i e s 

c o u l d be used as a means t o 

ensure c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e 

s t a n d a r d s has been i g n o r e d . 

3) The a l l e g e d need 

f o r c u t b a c k s i n s o c i a l s e r ­

v i c e b u d g e t i n g has p r o v i d e d 

an excuse f o r f a i l i n g t o 

i n c r e a s e t h e numbers o f 

l i c e n s i n g o f f i c e r s and day­

c a r e c o n s u l t a n t s as w e l l as 

an excuse n o t t o implement 

e a r l i e r recommendations on 

s t a f f t r a i n i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

However, we would argue t h a t 

i m p r o v i n g the q u a l i t y o f 

s e r v i c e s f o r young c h i l d r e n 

s h o u l d be t h e p r i m a r y g o a l 

of s o c i a l p o l i c y . To t h e 

e x t e n t t h a t such e x p e n d i ­

t u r e s reduce t h e need f o r 

e x p e n s i v e s o c i a l s e r v i c e 

i n t e r v e n t i o n i n l a t e r y e a r s , 

t h e y may be c o s t - s a v i n g i n 

t h e l o n g r u n . 

A l b e r t a has many good 

daycare c e n t r e s , b u t a t 

l e a s t 10 per c e n t o f them 

o f f e r s e r v i c e s o f f r i g h t e n -

i n g l y poor q u a l i t y w h ich 

must i n e v i t a b l y harm t h e 

c h i l d r e n i n t h e i r c a r e . The 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y t o l e r a n c e 

which t h e government has 

extended t o t h e s e f o r - p r o f i t 

c e n t r e s can o n l y be ex­

p l a i n e d by an o v e r r i d i n g 

commitment t o t h e use o f 

" p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e " i n 

s o c i a l s e r v i c e d e l i v e r y - - a 

p h i l o s o p h y t h a t t r a n s c e n d s 

any b e l i e f t h a t t h e w e l f a r e 

o f t h e c h i l d r e n s h o u l d be 

paramount. When t h e i n t e r ­

e s t s of c h i l d r e n and t h e 

i n t e r e s t s o f b u s i n e s s c o n f ­

l i c t , i t seems t h a t i n A l 

b e r t a ' s d a y c a r e system, 

p r o f i t always p r e v a i l s . 
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interview 
A Makibaka Militant in the Philippines 

Three of us from Toronto were i n the Philippines recently to 
participate in an International meeting on the impact of 
micro-chip technology on women's work and labour struggles. 
While there, we had an opportunity to see and learn some­
thing about the women's movement. 

There seems l i t t l e doubt that the women's movement i n 
the PhilIppines is currently one of the strongest and most 
dynamic national movements for women's liberation, combining 
as it does the struggle for national Iiberat ion with the 
struggle for women's emancipation. There are many differ­
ences between Canada and the Philippines, yet it Is clear 
that socialist and Marxist feminists here have much to learn 
from actIvists in the Phi Iippines as they work to mobilize 
women and build a mass women's movement based on a class, 
gender, and nationalist analysis. 

The national women's coalition, GABR1ELA, is probably 
the best-known women's organlzat ton in the Philippines, 
representing over 100 different groups. Less well-known, 
but very important In terms of both the history and the 
present reality of the women's movement in the Philippines, 
Is the women's underground organlzatton, Malayang K i l u s a n ng 
Bagong Kababaihan (MAKIBAKA), which was founded i n 1971 "to 
liberate women not only from the feudal stranglehold of our 
pair iarchal culture, but also from our neo-colonial system 
of society, to expose cultural Imperial Ism, and to liberate 
Filipino women from social discrimination and exploitation." 

With the declaration of martial law in 1972, MAKIBAKA 
became an "iI legal" organlzatton; however it conttnue s to 
exist and is a member of the National Democrat ic Front (UDF) 

While in the Philippines I had a chance to interview a 
woman who's worked with MAKIBAKA since it began. For ob­
vious reasons, she cannot be ident if ied. 

Lynda Yanz 

Can you begin by talking a 

bit about going underground? 

The t i m e j u s t b e f o r e m a r t i a l 

l a w — t h e e a r l y s e v e n t i e s — 

were t h e b e s t y e a r s o f our 

l i v e s , i n t h e sense t h a t i t 

was a t i m e when we were so 

p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s c i o u s t h a t 

t h e s t u d e n t s were a b l e t o 

e s t a b l i s h d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h i c h were 

v e r y r e l e v a n t t o t h e p o l i t i ­

c a l moment. I t was i n t h i s 

p e r i o d t h a t we s e t up MAKI­

BAKA. 

Of c o u r s e a l l t h e male 

comrades l o o k e d a t us w i t h 

s u s p i c i o n . But we were a b l e 

t o g e t t h e o t h e r women 

w i t h i n t h e d i f f e r e n t o rgan­

i z a t i o n s c o n v i n c e d o f t h e 

need t o s e t up a women's 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . E v e n t u a l l y , 

one way o r a n o t h e r , t h e men 

were a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d . 

Then when m a r t i a l law 

was d e c l a r e d [ i n 1972] a l l 

t h e open mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

t h a t had formed between 1968 

t o 1972 went u n d e r g r o u n d . 

A l l o f t h e s t u d e n t s went 

underground a n d — b e c a u s e a l l 

o f us knew one a n o t h e r — w e 

s t a r t e d s e e i n g each o t h e r i n 

t h e c o u n t r y s i d e . That was 

f u n n y . I was a l r e a d y a 

member o f t h e Communist 

P a r t y o f t h e P h i l i p p i n e s and 

t h e New People's Army (NPA), 

so I went underground r i g h t 

away. 

M a r t i a l law marked a 

t o t a l change i n our l i v e s . 

We knew t h a t when we went t o 

t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i t was n o t 

j u s t f o r r a l l i e s anymore. 

Most o f us had n o t been 

f u l l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e 

s t r u g g l e beyond o r g a n i z i n g 

and m o b i l i z i n g t h e s t u d e n t s 

f o r r a l l i e s and a l l t h a t . 

And, you know, you a r e s t i l l 

a r o m a n t i c , you l i k e t h a t 

ambiance o f b e i n g a m i l i ­

t a n t . You d o n ' t mind b e i n g 

s h o t a t by t e a r gas a t a 

r a l l y o r harassed by t h e 

m i l i t a r y . But t h e c o u n t r y ­

s i d e i s a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t 

t h i n g . 

When we went t o t h e 

c o u n t r y s i d e and s h i f t e d f r o m 

w o r k i n g w i t h s t u d e n t s t o 

d i r e c t mass o r g a n i z i n g among 

t h e p e a s a n t r y , i t was r e a l l y 

a s t e p towards t h e r e v o l u ­

t i o n we had been t a l k i n g 

a b o u t . I t wasn't l o n g be-
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f o r e t h e arms which we c a r ­

r i e d were a p a r t o f our 

l i v e s . We were so young 

t h e n — I was 2 2 — a n d y e t you 

know t h a t you a r e b u r n i n g 

b r i d g e s b e h i n d you and t h a t 

t h e r e i s no t u r n i n g back. 

What was it l i k e to make 

that kind of change i n your 

l i f e ? 

A c t u a l l y , i t seemed l i k e a 

n a t u r a l t h i n g . I d i d n ' t 

have g r e a t b a t t l e s w i t h 

m y s e l f l i k e some o f t h e 

comrades about whether t o 

take t h i s s t e p o r n o t . We 

were under t h e t e r r o r i s t 

r u l e o f Marcos and d i d n ' t 

have a r e a l c h o i c e . I t was 

j u s t s o m e t hing we had t o do 

and soon i t became our l i f e . 

Of c o u r s e some com­

rades d i d have a h a r d t i m e 

and dropped o u t . But t h a t 

was r e a l l y u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . 

Those were t h e hard t i m e s . 

Those were t h e t i m e s when 

you a r e t h e o n l y NPA i n t h e 

e n t i r e p r o v i n c e and you have 

t o b e g i n o r g a n i z i n g a gu e r ­

r i l l a base o u t o f n o t h i n g . 

You s t a r t o r g a n i z i n g t h e 

p e o p l e o u t o f nowhere. 

O f t e n you c a n ' t even r e l a t e 

t o t h e m . . . l i k e me, I come 

f r o m a p e t t y b o u r g e o i s fam­

i l y . And t h e r e were t h e 

peasants w i t h a c o m p l e t e l y 

d i f f e r e n t l i f e , c u l t u r e and 

l a n g u a g e . 

But what happens i s 

t h a t a t some p o i n t you j u s t 

d o n ' t t h i n k o f t h o s e t h i n g s 

anymore. You j u s t l i v e w i t h 

them, s l e e p w i t h them on t h e 

f l o o r o r e a r t h o r w h e r e v e r . 

And t h e d i f f e r e n c e i s t h a t 

y o u ' r e n o t j u s t e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i t f o r two o r t h r e e d ays, i t 

i s a v e r y deep p a r t o f you r 

l i f e . L i k e i f t h e y d o n ' t 

e a t , you d o n ' t e a t . And o f 

c o u r s e you d o n ' t have any 

money o f your own, even f o r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . L i k e i f I 

had t o go t o a n o t h e r v i l l a g e 

I had t o ask a peasant t o 

g i v e me money, o n l y t h e 

e x a c t amount f o r g o i n g t o 

t h a t v i l l a g e . And t o come 

back I ' d ask i n t h a t v i l l a g e 

f o r t h e e x a c t amount f o r 

coming back. But soon t h a t 

was n o r m a l , and you d i d n ' t 

w o r r y . And once i n a w h i l e 

t h e y even gave you c i g a r ­

e t t e s . 

You a r e so dependent 

on them, f o r you r l i f e . 

They c o u l d t u r n you i n a t 

any t i m e and you'd g e t s h o t . 

Or i f t h e m i l i t a r y i s t h e r e 

and t h e y d o n ' t warn y o u , you 

a r e dead. 

And how did it feel to be 

the only woman? 

You know, you s o r t o f f e e l a 

sense o f l i b e r a t i o n because 

a l l t h e s e peasants a r e l i s ­

t e n i n g t o y o u , t r y i n g t o 

u n d e r s t a n d what y o u ' r e t a l k ­

i n g a b o u t . And you know 

t h a t t h e i r f e u d a l v a l u e s 

mean t h a t t h e y l o o k a t women 

v e r y d i f f e r e n t l y . So f o r 

them t o agree i t means t h e y 

u n d e r s t a n d what I was t r y i n g 

t o say, fro m t h e s t a n d p o i n t 

o f t h e p o l i t i c s , and n o t 

because o f any a u t h o r i t y I 

had. A l t h o u g h I remember 

once, I was l i s t e n i n g t o 

some o f t h e p e a s a n t s . They 

were w o n d e r i n g why a g i r l 

would do what I was d o i n g , 

" t h i s c r a z y g i r l coming 

h e r e , and t a l k i n g t o us when 

she i s so young she c o u l d be 

our d a u g h t e r . Maybe what 

she t a l k s i s t h e t r u t h . " So 

i n t h a t c a se, my b e i n g a 

woman p r o b a b l y gave them a 
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interview 
l i t t l e i n s p i r a t i o n . 

Did your work i n the coun­

tryside include setting up 

separate women's units? 

O r g a n i z i n g peasant women 

s t a r t e d i n 1968 as p a r t o f 

t h e g e n e r a l o r g a n i z i n g o f 

and r e c r u i t i n g f o r t h e NPA. 

The urgency o f t h e s i t u a t i o n 

a t t h e t i m e was t o s e t up an 

army and e s t a b l i s h a guer ­

r i l l a base. As p a r t o f 

t h a t , we o r g a n i z e d t h e women 

and s e t up s e p a r a t e women's 

o r g a n i z i n g c o m m i t t e e s . The 

p r o b l e m , and i t ' s s t i l l a 

p r o b l e m , i s t h a t s i n c e t h e 

o v e r a l l t h r u s t o f o r g a n i z i n g 

women, and peasant women i n 

p a r t i c u l a r , was i n r e l a t i o n 

t o t h e o v e r a l l p o l i t i c a l 

c o n t e x t , t h e f i r s t p r i o r i t y 

was t o u p l i f t t h e i r g e n e r a l 

p o l i t i c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

The r e s u l t was t h a t many o f 

th e women's committees 

d i d n o t have a /" 

s p e c i f i c under­

s t a n d i n g o f t h e i r own p r o b ­

lems as women. 

And t h i s i s s t i l l v e r y 

p r o m i n e n t . You know we have 

m i l l i o n s o f peasant women 

who a r e o r g a n i z e d , who a r e 

p a r t o f t h e New People's 

Army, who have been t r a i n e d , 

who have p a r t i c i p a t e d a l l 

t h i s t i m e , b u t i n many ways 

t h e y s t i l l p a r t i c i p a t e as an 

a d j u n c t and s u p p o r t i v e u n i t 

t o t h e o v e r a l l s t r u g g l e . 

But you have t o go 

s t e p by s t e p because f o r 

peasant women, even f o r 

th o s e more p o l i t i c a l l y ad­

vanced, i t i s h a r d when you 

s t a r t a d d r e s s i n g t h e i r spe­

c i f i c p r o b l e m s - - i t goes so 

deep i n t o t h e s o c i a l f a b r i c . 

So t h i s i s t h e v e r y 

s e r i o u s a r e a which we a r e 

a d d r e s s i n g now and which we 

f e e l needs t o be addressed 

w i t h even more u r g e n c y . We 

do n ' t have t o go t o t h e 

l e v e l o f o r g a n i z i n g 

y u i u u n eau y 
o r g a n i z e d — i t

1

 s 

j u s t a q u e s t i o n o f e d u c a t i o n 

and o r i e n t a t i o n and t h e 

p r o p e r s k i l l s and l e a d e r s h i p 

t r a i n i n g . I t i s a b i g prob ­

lem i n t h e sense t h a t we 

have m i l l i o n s o f peasants 

o r g a n i z e d a l r e a d y i n t h e 

armed s t r u g g l e . They under­

s t a n d t h e armed s t r u g g l e , 

t h e y know why t h e y have t o 

f i g h t t h i s . T h e i r p o l i t i c a l 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s h i g h ; t h e i r 

s u p p o r t f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y s t r u g g l e i s u n q u e s t i o n ­

a b l e . But t h e y need t o 

address t h e i r problems as 

women and t h a t i s t h e u r g e ­

ncy o f t h e agenda. 

Is that MAKIBAKA's priority 

right now? 

Yes, i t ' s our immediate 

p r i o r i t y , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e 

c o u n t r y s i d e . Of cou r s e i t 

has t h e same s t r e s s i n t h e 

c i t y , b u t i t i s a l o t h a r d e r 

i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e because 

you r e a l l y have t o b a t t l e a 

l o t o f f e u d a l r e l a t i o n s and 

c u l t u r e s . 

When did work with women 

become a priority again? 

I t became a p r i o r i t y i n 

1983. A l o t o f women com­

rades w i t h i n t h e r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y movement had always 

pushed f o r more work w i t h 

women. But t h e t h i n g t h a t 

r e a l l y d eveloped t h e women's 

movement was t h a t women 

themselves f e l t t h e urgency 

and t h e need. Women's 

groups s t a r t e d f l o w e r i n g a l l 

o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . And what 

was e x t r a o r d i n a r y was t h a t 

most o f these women a l r e a d y 

had a h i g h l e v e l o f p o l i t i ­

c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s and ac­

ce p t e d t h e need f o r t h e 

n a t i o n a l d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u ­

t i o n . What t h i s means i s 

t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n o f s e t t i n g 

12 



interview 
up women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 

b u i l d i n g t h e women's move­

ment has been i n t h e c o n t e x t 

o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n f r o m t h e 

b e g i n n i n g . 

Tmk Force Detainees 
Metro Manila 

I n a r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t 

p e r i o d o f t i m e we have been 

a b l e t o p u t t h e agenda o f 

women I n a l l f a c e t s o f p o l ­

i t i c a l l i f e . But l e t me 

t e l l you i t was n o t an easy 

t h i n g t o do, and we s t i l l 

have so much work t o do. 

There a r e s t i l l some com­

rades we have t o c o n v i n c e 

about t h e need f o r a women's 

l i b e r a t i o n movement i n t h e 

P h i l i p p i n e s . Some o f our 

c u r r e n t problems e x i s t be­

cause t h e r e i s s t i l l a l a c k 

o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g about t h i s . 
And t h i s i s a l s o t h e 

case w i t h i n t h e r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y movement. You see, 

i n t e r n a l l y w i t h i n p o l i t i c a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s you have t o 

wage a s t r u g g l e about t h e 

im p o r t a n c e o f a r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y women's mass movement. 

Because o t h e r w i s e we are 

j u s t t a l k i n g t o o u r s e l v e s . 

We have t o wage an i d e o l o g i ­

c a l b a t t l e w i t h i n t h e o r g a n ­

i z a t i o n s , w i t h i n t h e p a r ­

t i e s , i n t h e u n d e r g r o u n d , 

e x p l a i n i n g why i t i s neces­

s a r y t o b u i l d a r e v o l u t i o n ­

a r y women's mass movement 

and why i t i s a p a r t and 

p a r c e l o f t h e o v e r a l l 

women's movement i n t h e 

P h i l i p p i n e s . 
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What are the current prior­

i t i e s of the women's move­

ment i n the Philippines? 

There a r e two: s e t t i n g up 

women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 

waging campaigns. You j u s t 

c a n ' t o r g a n i z e w i t h o u t mobi­

l i z a t i o n , and campaigns a r e 

t h e b e s t v e h i c l e s f o r m o b i l ­

i z a t i o n . A t p r e s e n t t h e 

women's movement and i t s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s have a t r e ­

mendous c a p a c i t y t o m o b i l i z e 

women around a whole range 

of i s s u e s . 

I t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t 

e veryone sees t h a t women can 

addre s s any p o l i t i c a l ques­

t i o n . And o f c o u r s e we 

addre s s t h e s e problems f r o m 

a women's s t a n d p o i n t . J u s t 

as i t i s d i f f e r e n t when you 

addre s s t h e problems compre­

h e n s i v e l y , f r o m t h e i r p o l i t ­

i c a l essence, i t i s a l s o 

d i f f e r e n t when you r e l a t e 

e v e r y s t r u g g l e t o t h e op­

p r e s s i o n o f women. Class 

and gender r e l a t i o n s a r e 

c r i t i c a l . 

What i s MAKIBAKA's relation 

to the women's movement? 

We l e a d i t . We l e a d i t i n 
the sense o f b e i n g an under­

ground o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h a 

comprehensive o r i e n t a t i o n , 

w i t h comprehensive p o l i t i c a l 

work and a p r i n c i p l e d s t r e s s 

on o r g a n i z i n g women. 

What are the most Important 

women's organlzattons i n the 

country? 

GABRIELA i s t h e most impor­

t a n t . GABRIELA p r o v i d e s 

comprehensive p o l i t i c a l 

l e a d e r s h i p i n t h e women's 

movement i n t h e sense t h a t 

GABRIELA addresses t h e major 

n a t i o n a l i s s u e s and s t r e s s e s 

women's i s s u e s . And t h e n , 

a l l t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t 

r e l a t e t o GABRIELA r e p r e s e n t 

t h a t t h r u s t i n t h e i r p a r t i c ­

u l a r s e c t o r s . 

GABRIELA has gone 

t h r o u g h v a r i o u s s t a g e s o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n a l l y b u t i t s suc­

cess has always been i n i t s 

a b i l i t y t o r e l a t e t o t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f women i n t h e 

P h i l i p p i n e s . There have 

been a number o f s m a l l 

g r o u p i n g s t h a t were s e t up 

a f t e r GABRIELA, b u t th e s e 

were n o t a b l e t o s u s t a i n t h e 

mass movement o f women. To 

m a i n t a i n t h e momentum o f t h e 

movement you have t o s u s t a i n 

t h e i n v o l v e m e n t o f women 

t h r o u g h y o u r program and 

t h r o u g h y o u r campaigns. You 
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have t o have long-ter» ob­

j e c t i v e s w i t h a p l a n t h a t 

i n c l u d e s b u i l d i n g f r o m r a l l y 

t o r a l l y , campaign t o cam­

p a i g n . And GABRIELA has 

done t h a t r e m a r k a b l y . I t 

p l a n s i t s s t r a t e g y months 

ahead. They p l a n f o r cam­

pa i g n s f o r March 8, f o r May 

1 i n s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t h e 

women w o r k e r s , and t h e n i n 

October t h e y work i n s o l i d ­

a r i t y w i t h peasant women. 

And i n between t h e y c a r r y 

o u t o n g o i n g e d u c a t i o n a l 

work. I t ' s been tremendous 

what's been a c h i e v e d i n t h i s 

s h o r t t i m e . 

What about the women's po­

l i t i c a l party that was 

formed last October? In 

Canada there Is a lot of 

skepttcism about the polit­

ical limitations of a 

"women's party." 

The women's p o l i t i c a l p a r t y 

i s a major development i n 

t h e women's movement. I n 

terms o f e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s , 

women have always s t r u g g l e d 

a g a i n s t t h e f a c t t h a t we 

have n o t made p o l i t i c a l 

p o l i c y , even i n l i b e r a l 

p a r t i e s . And as we have 

u n d e r s t o o d i t f r o m t h e be­

g i n n i n g , one o f t h e major 

problems o f women's l i b e r a ­

t i o n i s . . . we a r e always 

t r e a t e d s e c o n d a r i l y . We a r e 

t r e a t e d as i f we ha v e n ' t 

b r a i n s enough t o t a l k about 

p o l i c y . Women a r e t o l d t h e y 

s h o u l d n ' t be i n p o l i t i c s a t 

a l l b u t s h o u l d be i n t h e 

home, e t c . , e t c . That has 

been a major s t u m b l i n g 

b l o c k . 

A l o t o f women i n t e r ­

n a l i z e t h a t p o l i t i c s . And 

e s p e c i a l l y h e r e i n t h e P h i l ­

i p p i n e s — y o u know Cory was a 

h o u s e w i f e u n t i l h e r husband 

d i e d , and she'd s t i l l be a 

h o u s e w i f e . I n any s o c i e t y , 

whether i t ' s communist, 

s o c i a l i s t o r c a p i t a l i s t , a 

b a s i c f u n d a m e n t a l q u e s t i o n 

o f t h e l i b e r a t i o n o f women 

i s how t o p a r t i c i p a t e I n 

p o l i t i c a l l i f e . 

I t h i n k t h e f o r m a t i o n 

o f a women's p o l i t i c a l p a r t y 

i n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s i s a 

major b r e a k t h r o u g h . There 

i s a sense o f l i b e r a t i o n 

w i t h t h i s new p a r t y . Why? 

Because t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 

p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s t h a t e x i s t 

h e r e i n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s a r e 

b a s i c a l l y male-dominated. 

Except f o r a h a n d f u l o f 

women—you can cou n t them on 

y o u r f i n g e r s — t h e r e s t o f 

t h e women a r e on t h e f i n a n c e 

committee o r t h e ham-and-egg 

sandwich c o m m i t t e e . They 

a r e n o t p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e 

d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e agenda o f 

p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s ; t h e y do 

t h e d i r t y w o rk. They do t h e 

f i n a n c e w o r k , t h e y r u n ma­

c h i n e r y , t h e y r u n t h e p o l l ­

i n g p l a c e s . They p a r t i c i ­

p a t e i n e v e r y t h i n g e x c e p t 

t h e l e a d e r s h i p . And h e r e i n 

th e new p a r t y t h e y a r e hav­

i n g t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f b e i n g 

t h e l e a d e r s h i p . 

The women's p a r t y i s 

one more v e h i c l e f o r d e v e l ­

o p i n g women. I t c o u l d be an 

i s s u e o r g a n i z a t i o n o r a 

community o r g a n i z a t i o n . I 

d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t t h e f a c t 

t h a t i t i s a p a r t y i s a 

major c o n t r a d i c t i o n . We 

have t o be a b l e t o address 

b o u r g e o i s p o l i t i c s . We have 

t o l e a r n t o be v e r y s k i l l e d 

a t u n i t e d f r o n t w ork, and 

t h i s i s what t h e women's 

p a r t y i s a b o u t . I t would be 

a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t s i t u a ­

t i o n i f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

movement were i n power. But 

a t t h i s p o i n t I n t i m e we 

have t o adapt t o a s i t u a t i o n 

where we have t o d e a l w i t h 

and o p e r a t e w i t h i n t h e bour­

g e o i s p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t y , and 

a t t h e same t i m e t o c h a l ­

lenge t h a t p o l i t i c s . 
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Are there many within the 

revolut ionary movement who 

would support progressive 

bourgeois parties, l i k e the 

P a r t i d o ng Bayan (People's 

Party), but don't support 

the formation of a women's 

party? 

Yes, and I t h i n k we have t o 

f i g h t t h a t f i g h t . Because 

i t ' s always a f i g h t . Any­

t h i n g t h a t you s e t up t h a t 

i s all-women i s always a 

f i g h t . I t ' s a p roblem o f 

p a t r i a r c h y . Something l i k e 

t h e women's p a r t y i s b a s i c ­

a l l y a q u e s t i o n o f s t r a t e g y 

You can t a c k l e i m p e r i a l i s m 

i n many d i f f e r e n t ways, and 

g i v e n t h a t p a r t o f o u r a-

genda i s t o r e a c h o u t t o 

women, t h e d e c i s i o n was 

t a k e n t o c r e a t e a women's 

p a r t y . 

I t i s n a t i o n a l i s t , 

a n t i - i m p e r i a l 1 s t , a n t i -

f u e d a l and a n t i - f a s c i s t . So 

what's t h e problem? And i t 

has been a b l e t o r e a c h o u t 

t o t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y m i d d l e 

c l a s s , w h ich i s v e r y impor­

t a n t and w h ich many o t h e r s 

h a v e n ' t been a b l e t o do. 

I t ' s t h e same s t r u g g l e 

t h a t we have w i t h i n t h e 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement. 

I t ' s o f t e n t a l k e d about as 

an i s s u e o f u n i t y . We can 

a l l u n i t e i n t h i s and u n i t e 

i n t h a t . Of c o u r s e we a r e 

u n i t e d . You w o u l d n ' t be­

l i e v e how u n i t e d we a r e . 

We're u n i t e d a t a l l l e v e l s , 

e x c e p t when i t comes t o t h e 

women's q u e s t i o n . And 

t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g we j u s t 

have t o s t r u g g l e o u t . 

Has women's leadership role 

i n revolutlonary organiza¬

tions also increased with 

the development of a strong 

women's movement? 

Well i t has, b u t n o t d r a s ­

t i c a l l y . I t ' s been v e r y 

s l o w . One s t e p i s t h a t 

women mass l e a d e r s a r e now 

r e c o g n i z e d as women mass 

l e a d e r s . B e f o r e t h e y would 

say "urban poor," "worker," 

and "peasant" and a l l t h a t . 

But now t h e y say t h a t t h e r e 

i s a woman mass l e a d e r f r o m 

t h e urban poor o r a woman 

mass l e a d e r f r o m t h e women's 

movement. The r e c o g n i t i o n 

of t h a t a l o n e i s a major 

s t e p towards r e c o g n i t i o n 

and making t h e i r l e a d e r s h i p 

e s s e n t i a l . 

But i n t e r n a l l y , w i t h i n 

the r e v o l u t i o n a r y o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s w i t h i n t h e P a r t y , f o r 

example, t h e r e a r e s t i l l 

improvements t o be made f o r 

t h e development o f t h e women 

l e a d e r s . But even w i t h i n 

t h e P a r t y t h e r e a r e women 

l e a d e r s who a r e r e a l l y good 

but when t h e y s t a r t h a v i n g 

c h i l d r e n , and a l l t h a t , then 

t h e y g e t back t o t h e k i t c h ­

en, t a k i n g c a r e o f t h e k i d s . 

Why is it important that an 

underground women's organi­

zation l i k e MAKIBAKA con­

tinue to exist? 

Because o f t h e p o l i t i c a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n our coun­

t r y . S ince t h e F e b r u a r y 

r e v o l u t i o n when Marcos was 

d r i v e n o u t o f t h e c o u n t r y , 

t h e r e has been no f unda-
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«entai change i n t h e s o c i a l 

base i n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . 

The p e o p l e s t i l l l i v e i n 

the same c o n d i t i o n s . We now 

have a b o u r g e o i s government, 

or 1 would even say, a r e ­

a c t i o n a r y government w i t h 

l i b e r a l t e n d e n c i e s and p o l i ­

c i e s . Remember, t h e same 

army t h a t implemented mar­

t i a l law i s s t i l l i n t a c t , 

and t h e v e s t i g e s o f t h e 

Marcos regime a r e s t i l l 

i n t a c t . And Cory... i t ' s 

v e r y u n c l e a r how l o n g h e r 

c e n t r i s t p o s i t i o n can l a s t . 

Even now t h e r e i s s t i l l a 

major m i l i t a r i z a t i o n g o i n g 

on i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e . 

So under t h e s e c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s i t i s s t i l l neces­

s a r y f o r a women's o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n w i t h a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

p e r s p e c t i v e t o e x i s t , and t o 

remain u n d e r g r o u n d . The 

c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y wanted 

a l l t h e i l l e g a l o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s t o s u r f a c e , b u t we 

were n o t about t o e n t e r t h e 

t r a p . They t a l k e d a b o u t 

democracy, about f r e e d o m , 

b u t t h e r e i s no genu i n e 

freedom i n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . 

T h i s i s s t i l l g o i n g t o be a 

l o n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . 

To be honest w i t h y o u , we 

a r e j u s t about t o f a c e a 

more d e c i s i v e s t a g e and t h a t 

i s g o i n g t o come w i t h i n t h e 

n e x t t h r e e o r f o u r y e a r s . 

Why can't MAKIBAKA operate 

legally? 

B a s i c a l l y , we c o u l d n o t 

o p e r a t e i n t h e open because 

we c a r r y , we embody, even 

w i t h i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e 

o r g a n i z i n g o f women d i r e c t l y 

f o r t h e armed s t r u g g l e . 

That makes a l l t h e d i f f e r ­

ence. MAKIBAKA's main o r i ­

e n t a t i o n i s t o o r g a n i z e t h e 

women i n o r d e r t o t a k e up 

th e r e v o l u t i o n a r y c a l l . 

Is MAKIBAKA organized on the 

basis of democratic 

centraitsm? 

Yes, b u t w i t h a f l e x i b i l i t y 

t h a t r e s p e c t s and encourages 

d i v e r s e v i e w s and o p i n i o n s . 

I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t i t i s 

n e c e s s a r y , e s p e c i a l l y on our 

t h e o r e t i c a l s t a n d on c e r t a i n 

i s s u e s , t h a t we always be 

u n i t e d . We want t o encour­

age women i n MAKIBAKA t o 

always make t h e i r v i e w s 

known, r e g a r d l e s s o f what 

o t h e r members o r l e a d e r s o f 

MAKIBAKA t h i n k . 

Of c o u r s e i f views 

become t o o d i v e r g e n t , t h a t 

can become c o u n t e r - p r o d u c ­

t i v e . 

Is there an elected leader­

ship? 

Not y e t . R i g h t now l e a d e r ­

s h i p and c o o r d i n a t i o n f o r 

MAKIBAKA comes from a na­

t i o n a l o r g a n i z i n g committee 

F u l l e l e c t i o n s w i l l have t o 

w a i t f o r our Congress, whici 

we p l a n t o have by n e x t 

y e a r . We had pla n n e d i t 

t h i s y e a r , b u t we r e a l l y 

d o n ' t t h i n k we can make i t . 
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Are there local chapters? 

There a r e many c h a p t e r s , i n 

d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n s , c e l l s i n 

some areas where we cannot 

y e t f o r m a c h a p t e r s i n c e 

each c h a p t e r i s e x p e c t e d t o 

have between 12 and 15 

women. Chapters a r e o f t e n 

formed w i t h i n o t h e r o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n s . 

How have the kinds of 

changes i n your analysis of 

women's oppression and role 

i n the revolut tonary strug­

gle been incorporated into 

the line of the organiza­

tion, given that you haven't 

been able to hold a Con­

gress? 

The l i n e o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

has d e v e l o p e d , b u t we f e e l 

t h a t t h e r e has n o t been 

enough. Not enough i n t h e 

sense t h a t we have been 

g r o w i n g i n our u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o f t h e women's o r i e n t a t i o n 

and o f women's p r o b l e m s . 

But d e s p i t e some o f t h e 

t h e o r e t i c a l papers we have 

done, we s t i l l f e e l t h a t we 

need a much deeper under­

s t a n d i n g o f t h e women's 

q u e s t i o n and women's s t r u g ­

g l e i n t h e p a r t i c u l a r c o n d i ­

t i o n s o f t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . 

So we f e e l t h a t MAKIBAKA 

needs t o s t r e n g t h e n i t s 

t h e o r e t i c a l w ork. 

How do you develop theoreti­

cal papers? 

Ne r e a d a l o t o f books (and 

o f t e n t i m e s we d o n ' t g e t a 

chance t o f i n i s h a l l o f 

them) and t r y t o a p p l y what 

we l e a r n t o t h e F i l i p i n o 

c o n t e x t . We have a l o t o f 

c o l l e c t i v e d i s c u s s i o n s 

w i t h i n d i f f e r e n t c h a p t e r s 

and t h e n sometimes we w r i t e 

documents w h i c h , a f t e r d i s ­

c u s s i n g and d i s c u s s i n g — a n d 

b e i n g t u r n e d u p s i d e down-¬

become p a r t o f t h e l i n e o f 

t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

We t r y t o encourage a 

l o t o f d i s c u s s i o n by a l l t h e 

members. What happens i s 

t h a t t h e l e a d i n g organ makes 

th e f i r s t p a per, and i t goes 

down f o r d i s c u s s i o n . And 

sometimes when i t g e t s back 

t o us h a l f o f i t i s s l i c e d . 

Then t h e r e ' s more work t o 

do. 

Will holding the Congress be 

significant for the women's 

movement i n general? 

I t w i l l be v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t h e sense t h a t i t w i l l 

r e a l l y be f o r m a l i z i n g MAKI­

BAKA. A l o t o f women have 

been w a i t i n g f o r t h e Con­

g r e s s . And n o t o n l y t h e 

women; a l s o t h e o t h e r under­

ground mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Because i t w i l l r e p r e s e n t 

t h e r e b i r t h o f MAKIBAKA and 

o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y women's 

movement. I t w i l l be v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t h a t MAKIBAKA h o l d 

i t s own Congress, a t t e n d e d 

by a l l i t s members, and come 

o u t w i t h i t s own c o n s t i t u ­

t i o n , program, and s e t o f 

o f f i c e r s . I t ' s v e r y impor­

t a n t t h a t women f r o m a l l 

d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e coun­

t r y g a t h e r and d i s c u s s t h e 

p e r s p e c t i v e o f MAKIBAKA, say 

f o r t h e n e x t t h r e e y e a r s . 

The major t h i n g w i l l be t o 

e s t a b l i s h t h e t h r u s t and 

d i r e c t i o n f o r t h e u n i t y o f 

t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y d e m o c r a t i c 

s t r u g g l e and t h e s t r u g g l e 

f o r women's l i b e r a t i o n , and 

t o d e t e r m i n e what t h a t means 

i n p r a c t i c e . 

Most T h i r d World women 

have t h i s common g o a l , be­

cause t h e y a r e s t r u g g l i n g 

f o r t h e i r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a ­

t i o n and a t t h e same t i m e 

f o r t h e i r own e q u a l i t y and 

e m a n c i p a t i o n as women. 



Battered Women: Argentina 
Ana M a r i a Amado 

Excerpted from M u j e r / I l e t , 

December, 1986. Translated 

from the Spanish by Gtnt 

Dickie. 

"Ordeals" were a t r i a l sys­

tem used i n the Middle Ages, 

i n which the severity of the 

punishment endured proved 

the guilt of the accused. 

This perverse mechanism 

reminds us, In a way, of 

what happens psychologically 

to women who are beaten by 

their husbands; they are 

silent about it because they 

feel shame and guilt. 

L i t t l e by l i t t l e , how­

ever, they get the courage 

to speak and thus they begin 

to break through the thick 

cloak of impunity that s t i l l 

seems to cover the exercise 

of domestic violence. 

During the last three 

years of democracy i n Argen­

tina, t h i s topic has been 

gaining ground - inch by 

inch: whether it be declar­

ations from various sectors 

of the population against 

t h i s brutal injustice (which 

Is also a violation of human 

rights), or the acceptance 

by some tnst i t u t ional struc­

tures which are beginning to 

show a commitment to the 

problem at different levels. 

In each country, the 

solutions to t h i s question 

are diverse, depending on 

nationaI character 1st tes, 

and, above a l l , the human 

and economic resource capa­

c i t y of the country. But 

beneath these differences, 

there is a common problem. 

Bureaucrat i c structures are 

usually unwilling to accept 

changes or new ideas In the 

same way as the people who 

generate them. There i s , 

therefore, a need to get r i d 

of prejudice so that i n s t i ­

tutional bodies can give the 

help that is required. 

Regarding institut tonal 

help to battered women, 

Fempress spoke with psycho­

logist Crtstina Vila de 

Gertie, who has carried out 

one of the most systemat i c 

studies of battered women 

for several years i n Argen­

tina. In addition, she i s 

the current coordinator of 

an ambitious research pro­

ject at the University of 

Buenos Aires School of 

Public Health sponsored by 

the Pan American Health 

Organlzat ion. In t h i s pro­

ject there i s an assistance 

team and a teaching team. 

Ana: To what established 

structures do battered womei 

have access for help? 

C r i s t i n a : B a t t e r e d women 

need t h e a t t e n t i o n o f s e n s i ­

t i v e p r o f e s s i o n a l s , t h a t i s 

l a w y e r s , d o c t o r s , s o c i a l 

w o r k e r s , p o l i c e , e t c -, who 

a r e t r a i n e d and aware o f 

t h i s p r o b l e m . 

Ana: What does "aware" mean 

i n t h i s case? 

C r i s t i n a : A b l e t o overcome 

t h e most common myths and 

b e l i e f s . For example, hos­

p i t a l p e r s o n n e l f r e q u e n t l y 

b e l i e v e t h a t i f a woman 

doesn't f i n d a way o u t , i t 

i s because she l i k e s l i v i n g 

t h a t way... and we a l r e a d y 

know t h a t t h e r e i s no way 
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o u t i f t h e r e i s no h e l p , 

w h i c h i s why a woman always 

s t a y s i m p r i s o n e d . The o t h e r 

dilemma i s whether t o g e t 

i n v o l v e d o r n o t i n an i s s u e 

t h a t i s s t i l l c o n s i d e r e d a 

p r i v a t e one. And t h e n t h e r e 

i s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t i f 

one i n t e r v e n e s and r e p o r t s 

t h e c a se, t h e t r e a t m e n t 

c o u l d g e t worse i f t h e po­

l i c e do n o t c a r r y o u t some 

k i n d o f s u r v e i l l a n c e . 

Ana: Can police surveillance 

really otter some way out? 

Are you training police 

personnel? 

C r i s t i n a : We have n o t y e t 

worked w i t h t h e p o l i c e , b u t 

we have worked w i t h t h e i r 

s o c i a l w o r k e r s . R e g a r d i n g 

p o l i c e i n t e r v e n t i o n , we a r e 

s t a r t i n g t o i m p l e m e n t — a n d 

we d o n ' t know t h e r e s u l t s 

y e t — a system o f r e q u e s t i n g 

a " p r o t e c t i o n o r d e r " when a 

r e p o r t i s made t o t h e 

p o l i c e . T h i s w o u l d r e q u i r e 

p o l i c e t o c a r r y o u t some 

k i n d o f e x t e r n a l s u r v e i l ­

l a n c e o f t h e house i n ques­

t i o n : i t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t a 

p a t r o l c a r would pass by 

s e v e r a l t i m e s a day, w h i c h 

c r e a t e s a r e s t r i c t i o n f o r 

t h e man who has been charged 

w i t h p h y s i c a l a g g r e s s i o n 

a g a i n s t h i s w i f e . 

Ana: What do you think of 

the Women's Police Stations 

i n Brazil which are separate 

and have women police per­

sonnel to look after cases 

of rapes and abuse? 

C r i s t i n a : The problem w i t h 

t h e s e p o l i c e s t a t i o n s i s 

t h a t t h e y can e s t a b l i s h o n l y 

a few because o f t h e s h o r t ­

age o f p e r s o n n e l . I n a d d i ­

t i o n , t h e r e s u l t c o u l d be 

i n c r e a s e d r e p o r t s o f b e a t ­

i n g s . And t h e n what? How 

do t h e y g e t i m p o r t a n t s t r u c ­

t u r e s such as t h e j u d i c i a l 

system t o i n t e r v e n e ? That 

i s why we a r e i n s i s t i n g h e r e 

t h a t t h e problem must be t h e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e e n t i r e 

p o l i c e s y s t e m . T h i s i s t h e 

o n l y way t o g u a r a n t e e t h a t 

t h e y w i l l d e a l w i t h i t 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , even 

i n t h e most remote a r e a s . 

Now t h a t t h e i s s u e has 

s p r e a d , we can see t h a t 

t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t ways t o 

approach i t . There i s t h e 

case o f San L u i s p r o v i n c e : 

t h e O f f i c e o f Women's 

A f f a i r s announced i n t h e 

media t h a t t h e y were t a k i n g 

d i r e c t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 

b a t t e r e d women. I n s m a l l 

towns women came t o r e p o r t 

t h a t t h e i r husbands had 

always b e a t e n them and t o 

r e a s s u r e t h e m s e l v e s t h a t , 

i n d e e d , someone was t a k i n g 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i r 

s i t u a t i o n s . 

The husbands were l a t e r 

i n f o r m e d i n t h e i r homes, and 

t h e r e were a p p a r e n t l y no 

more b e a t i n g s . I n s m a l l 

c o m m u n i t i e s , when t h e "au­

t h o r i t i e s " p r o h i b i t such 

a c t i o n s , t h e s o c i a l p r e s s u r e 

, i s so s t r o n g t h a t t h e men 

r e a c t as i f t h e y were b e i n g 

p r e s s u r e d by t h e p r o v i n c i a l 

g o v e r n o r h i m s e l f . 

Ana: What other measures are 

being Implemented at the 

government level? 

C r i s t i n a : The Women's Pro­

gram o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f 

Human Development and F a m i l y 

i s p l a n n i n g a c o n t r a c t t o 

t r a i n t h e agen t s o f PAN 

( N a t i o n a l Food P l a n ) . These 

young p e o p l e b r i n g f o o d 

hampers t o poor communities 

where t h e y r e l a t e w e l l w i t h 

t h e p e o p l e and h e l p them 

w i t h t h e i r p r o b l e m s , such as 

c h i l d h e a l t h , d r u g a d d i c ­

t i o n , and now w i f e b e a t i n g . 

(The women b r o u g h t up t h i s 

i s s u e l a s t . ) I n many a r e a s , 

t h i s w i l l be an i n v a l u a b l e 

c o n n e c t i o n f o r g i v i n g sup­

p o r t t o t h e v i c t i m s o f t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n . 

Ana: Are these community 

workers now participating i n 

the courses you give? Do 

people register 

spontaneously? 

C r i s t i n a : I n t h e l a s t y e a r 

and a h a l f , we have d e v e l ­

oped f i v e c o u r s e s w i t h about 

f o r t y p a r t i c i p a n t s each 

t i m e who, a f t e r t h e i r t r a i n ­

i n g , l e a d t h e s u p p o r t f o r 

b a t t e r e d women i n t h e i r own 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s and r e g i o n s . 

I n t h e s e c o u r s e s , p a r t i c i ­

p a n t s a n a l y z e t h e causes o f 

domestic v i o l e n c e , t h e myths 

about b a t t e r e d women, t h e 

p r o f i l e o f t h e b a t t e r e r , t h e 

problem w i t h t h e c h i l d r e n 

and f i n a l l y , t h e d i f f i c u l ­

t i e s o f p r e v e n t i o n and 

a s s i s t a n c e . There a r e more 

and more i n t e r e s t e d p e o p l e , 

w h i c h shows t h a t t h e r e i s 

a l r e a d y an awareness o f t h e 

s p e c i f i c a s p e c t s o f t h i s 

p r o b l e m . The peo p l e who 

come a r e s o c i a l w o r k e r s , 

p s y c h o l o g i s t s , t e a c h e r s , 

p e o p l e who do p o l i t i c a l work 

and t h i n k t h a t t h e y s h o u l d 

b r i n g t h i s i s s u e t o t h e i r 

g r o u p s , employees o f j u d i ­

c i a l b o d i e s who want t o d e a l 

w i t h i t b e t t e r and many 

l a w y e r s , e s p e c i a l l y young 

women l a w y e r s . 

Ana: Why are lawyers so 

interested? I s it because 

of the possibility of more 

divorce cases? 

C r i s t i n a : No. I n f a c t , t h e 
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m a j o r i t y a r e w o r k i n g f r e e 

t h r o u g h t h e L e g a l A i d s y s ­

tem, i n v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s . The A r g e n t i n i a n 

A s s o c i a t i o n o f Women i n Law 

C a r e e r s , however, s e n t a 

number o f women l a w y e r s f o r 

t r a i n i n g , who a r e comm i t t e d 

t o w o r k i n g w i t h women who 

canno t pay f o r l e g a l sup­

p o r t . 

Ana: We haven't yet men­

tioned the word "shelter", a 

common resource to help 

battered women and their 

children i n many countries. 

Why do similar places not 

exist here [ i n Argentina}? 

C r i s t i n a : For o b v i o u s eco­

nomic r e a s o n s , we do n o t 

have p l a c e s d e d i c a t e d spec­

i f i c a l l y t o t h i s p r o b l e m . 

For now, we use t h e premises 

of o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s such 

as C a r i t a s , w h i c h has l e t us 

use some p l a c e s t h a t a l r e a d y 

had beds t o s h e l t e r women 

who, h a v i n g r e p o r t e d t h e i r 

s i t u a t i o n , cannot r e t u r n 

home. Now a c o n t r a c t w i t h 

t h e S e c r e t a r y o f Human De­

velopment and F a m i l y w i l l 

a l l o w us t o use, i n t h e same 

way, t h e premises o f v a r i o u s 

i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h t h i s capa­

c i t y . 

Ana : How does the extended 

family react when a woman 

t e l l s them that she has been 

beaten at home? 

C r i s t i n a : On t h i s p o i n t I 

b e l i e v e t h e r e a c t i o n d i f f e r s 

w i t h what p r o b a b l y happens 

i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o r i n 

Europe. I n a s i g n i f i c a n t 

p e r c e n t a g e o f ca s e s , i n b o t h 

t h e m i d d l e and l o w e r 

c l a s s e s , t h e woman's 

immediate f a m i l y s u p p o r t s 

h e r , t a k e s h e r back, 

p r o t e c t s h e r and do e s n ' t 

" f o r g e t " what happened. I n 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s , 

t h i s does n o t happen and 

women b a s i c a l l y c o u n t on 

s h e l t e r s . . . a l t h o u g h I would 

l i k e t o make i t c l e a r t h a t 

we a r e n o t g i v i n g up hope o f 

a l s o h a v i n g s h e l t e r s , 

because t h e y r e p r e s e n t a 

fu n d a m e n t a l r e a l i t y , b o t h 

s y m b o l i c a l l y and c o n c r e t e l y . 

These s t r u c t u r e s show, a t 

t h e same t i m e , t h e accep­

t a n c e and t h e s u p p o r t t h a t 

t h e s o c i e t y g i v e s t o t h e 

p r o b l e m . 

Ana: Isn't It remarkable how 

t h i s issue, until recently 

dented and ridiculed, has 

begun to reach different 

levels of society? 

C r i s t i n a : I t i s p r e c i s e l y on 

t h a t p o i n t t h a t an unex­

p e c t e d awareness has emerg­

ed: t h e s u p p o r t i v e response 

f r o m t h e s c h o o l system. 

When a b a t t e r e d woman moves 

t o t h e home o f h e r mo t h e r , 

s i s t e r , o r a n o t h e r f a m i l y 

•ember, h e r c h i l d r e n must 

change s c h o o l s f r o m one day 

t o t h e n e x t , and as we know 

t o d a y , t h e r e a r e no vacan­

c i e s anywhere. But when 

• o t h e r s p r e s e n t an explana­

t o r y l e t t e r f r o a t h e Support 

P r o j e c t , t h e r e i s an e x t r a ­

o r d i n a r y response from t h e 

t e a c h e r s . Not o n l y do t h e y 

a c c e p t t h e c h i l d r e n , b u t 

t h e y a l s o e n s u r e s p e c i a l 

a t t e n t i o n f r o m t h e s c h o o l 

p s y c h o l o g i s t s . These p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l s open f i l e s , make 

c o n t a c t w i t h t h e mothers as 

w e l l as w i t h u s , and i n t h e 

end t h e y n o t a b l y broaden an< 

e x t e n d t h e development o f 

t h i s w ork. 

Ana: In periods of economic 

c r i s i s and unemployment suci 

as now, does domestic vio­

lence increase? 

C r i s t i n a : The s t o r i e s we 

have g a t h e r e d do n o t i n d i ­

c a t e t h a t "now t h a t my hus­

band i s n o t w o r k i n g , he 

b e a t s me". A r e l a t i o n s h i p 

i s v i o l e n t f r o m t h e b e g i n n ­

i n g . I n e v e r y case t h e y 

say, "Now t h a t my husband 

has n o t been w o r k i n g f o r 

a w h i l e , i t ' s worse b u t he 

has always b e a t e n me..." 

Ana: I s it common to find 

batterers i n the middle 

classes of society? Or are 

they except tons? 

C r i s t i n a : Not a t a l l . I n 

t h e School o f P u b l i c H e a l t h 

l o c a t e d i n t h e m i d d l e o f 

B a r r i o N o r t e , a p r i v i l e g e d 

a r e a a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e mid­

d l e c l a s s , we t r e a t many 

wiv e s o f m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s , 

businessmen, and p r o f e s s i o n 

a l s . 

* 4* * * * * * * * 
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Human Rights Bill Passes 
Jan L a n g f o r d 

W h i t e h o r s e 

Amid che e r s and a p p l a u s e 

from s u p p o r t e r s s i t t i n g i n 

t h e l e g i s l a t i v e g a l l e r y , t h e 

new Yukon Human R i g h t s B i l l 

was passed on F e b r u a r y 12. 

Passage o f t h e b i l l 

marked t h e end o f a l o n g 18-

month debate t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

t e r r i t o r y on t h e p r i n c i p l e s 

o f t h e b i l l . 

The new a c t g i v e s 

p r o t e c t i o n f r o m d i s c r i m i n a ­

t i o n i n t h e areas o f employ­

ment, accommodation and 

s e r v i c e s , on t h e grounds o f 

a n c e s t r y , n a t i o n a l o r i g i n ; 

e t h n i c o r l i n g u i s t i c back­

g r o u n d , r e l i g i o n o r c r e e d , 

age a f t e r a person's 1 9 t h 

b i r t h d a y , sex i n c l u d i n g 

p r e gnancy, s e x u a l o r i e n t a ­

t i o n , p h y s i c a l o r mental 

d i s a b i l i t y , c r i m i n a l charges 

o r r e c o r d , p o l i t i c a l b e l i e f , 

a s s o c i a t i o n o r a c t i v i t y , 

m a r i t a l o r f a m i l y s t a t u s , 

and a c t u a l o r presumed as­

s o c i a t i o n w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s 

who a r e members o f any o f 

th e above g r o u p s . 

The b i l l a l s o p r o v i d e s 

f o r e q u a l pay f o r work o f 

eq u a l v a l u e i n t h e p u b l i c 

s e c t o r and mandates t h e 

Human R i g h t s Commission t o 

conduct r e s e a r c h i n t o pay 

e q u i t y i n t h e p r i v a t e sec­

t o r . S i n c e t h e a c t comes 

i n t o e f f e c t J u l y 1 , 1987, 

th e government w i l l soon be 

s e t t i n g up t h e Human R i g h t s 

Commission and h i r i n g a 

D i r e c t o r . The Commission 

w i l l o versee t h e implementa­

t i o n o f t h e a c t and promote 

human r i g h t s t h r o u g h p u b l i c 

e d u c a t i o n . 

The p u b l i c debate 

s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b i l l c e n t r e d 

on a few i s s u e s . The most 

c o n t e n t i o u s i t e m s were t h e 

p r o h i b i t e d grounds o f s e x u a l 

o r i e n t a t i o n and c r i m i n a l 

r e c o r d o r c h a r g e s , t h e p r o ­

v i s i o n s f o r e q u a l pay f o r 

work o f e q u a l v a l u e , and t h e 

powers o f t h e Commission. 

The debate on t h e s e 

i s s u e s was marred by emo­

t i o n a l i s m , m o r a l l a m and 

m i s i n f o r m a t i o n . Many o f t h e 

vie w s e x p r e s s e d i n o p p o s i ­

t i o n t o t h e b i l l were p h i l o ­

s o p h i c a l i n n a t u r e and/or 

based on i n c o r r e c t i n f o r m a ­

t i o n . 

Thus we heard t h e 

e r r o n e o u s v i e w t h a t human 

r i g h t s g i v e " s p e c i a l r i g h t s " 

t o c e r t a i n g r o u p s . R e l i g ­

i o u s l e a d e r s s t a t e d t h a t I t 

was mor a l t o d i s c r i m i n a t e 

a g a i n s t i n d i v i d u a l s such as 

homosexuals. Some peop l e 

b l a t a n t l y s a i d t h a t employ­

e r s and l a n d l o r d s s h o u l d 

have t h e r i g h t t o d i s c r i m i n ­

a t e a g a i n s t whomever t h e y 

choose. S t i l l o t h e r s s a i d 

t h a t government s h o u l d n o t 

l e g i s l a t e m o r a l i t y where 

"God's law" and human com­

p a s s i o n s h o u l d g o v e r n . 

S u p p o r t e r s o f t h e b i l l 

c o u n t e r e d m i s i n f o r m a t i o n 

w i t h f a c t s on human r i g h t s 

and p r e s e n t e d h i s t o r i c a l and 

m a t e r i a l arguments t o coun­

t e r t h e r e l i g i o u s m o r a l i s m . 

S u p p o r t e r s l o b b i e d t h e gov­

ernment and c a r r i e d o u t a 

s u c c e s s f u l l e t t e r - w r i t i n g 

campaign. L o c a l media was 

u t i l i z e d t o c o u n t e r some o f 

t h e s e n s a t i o n a l i s t s t a t e ­

ments made by O p p o s i t i o n 

MLAs. 

The r o l e o f t h e o f f i c ­

i a l O p p o s i t i o n i n t h e debate 

was l e s s t h a n h o n o u r a b l e . 

I n s t e a d o f p r e s e n t i n g cohes­

i v e w e l l - r e s e a r c h e d a r g u ­

ments t o oppose some i t e m s 

i n t h e b i l l , t h e y chose t o 

made s e n s a t i o n a l s t a t e m e n t s 

and f i l i b u s t e r e d d ebate i n 

t h e l e g i s l a t u r e . T h i s ap­

proach a l i e n a t e d them f r o m 

Yukoners, i n c l u d i n g some 

f e l l o w PC P a r t y members. I t 

a l s o s e r v e d t o f a n t h e 

f l a m e s o f f e a r and misunder­

s t a n d i n g amongst Yukoners. 

The government s t u c k 

t o NDP p r i n c i p l e s and passed 

t h e b i l l w i t h o u t t o o many 

d e t r i m e n t a l amendments. 

However, i t seems t h e gov­

ernment was q u i t e w i l l i n g t o 

l e t J u s t i c e M i n i s t e r Kimmer-

l e y s h o u l d e r t h e b r u n t o f 

t h e c o n t r o v e r s y . Many NDP 

MLAs, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e I n 

r u r a l r i d i n g s , d i d l i t t l e 

work I n t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n c i e s 

t o promote t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f 
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human r i g h t s . 

I n d i v i d u a l s ( i n p a r t i ­

c u l a r , homosexuals) were 

exposed and h u r t by t h e 

h a t e f u l s t a t e m e n t s made 

d u r i n g t h e human r i g h t s 

d e b a t e . The m i s i n f o r m a t i o n 

c o u p l e d w i t h e m o t i o n a l i s m 

was h a r d t o c o u n t e r . 

Yet when a l l i s s a i d 

and done, much e d u c a t i o n a l 

work was done i n t h e c o u r s e 

o f 18 months. The average 

Yukoner now knows more a b o u t 

such t h i n g s as pay e q u i t y , 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and homosex­

u a l i t y . He must a l s o remem­

ber t h a t c o n t r o v e r s y I s 

h e a l t h y . I n a l l h i s t o r i c a l 

p e r i o d s c o n t r o v e r s y o r con­

f l i c t has been a p i v o t a l 

p o i n t f o r change. 

So now Yukoners can go 

a bout l i v i n g our l i v e s as 

t h e b a s i c a l l y good p e o p l e we 

have always been. We've 

l e a r n e d a few t h i n g s and now 

we have a law w h i c h p r o t e c t s 

o u r s e l v p * and our n e i g h b o u r s 

f r o m d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . Sounds 

l i k e t h e k i n d o f p l a c e I ' d 

l i k e t o c o n t i n u e t o l i v e i n I 
" I think I'm in love with the third baseman 

from Telewoman 

Highlights from the Bill 

What Was fassed: 

a) The Positive: 

l) Section 6 of the Human Rights Act is one 
of the most progressive l i s t s of prohlbtted 
grounds in the country. This is the l i s t 
of reasons that are not valid for refusing 
someone employment, accommodât ton or ser­
vices. Along with the usual l i s t are two 
that are stgnifleant for women: pregnancy 
and family status. Sexual orientât ion, 
criminal charges or record, and political 
belief are also included. 

i t ) Section 13 is a specific harassment 
clause which refers to sexual harassment 
and harassment on a l l of the grounds of 
discriminât ton. 

Hi) Section 14 makes us the f i f t h Juris­
diction in Canada to implement pay equity 
in the public sector. This clause applies 
chiefly to the Yukon Territorial Government 
(YTG), and to the municipalities. 

As well, the Act recognizes both the need 
for affirmative action programs and the 
rights of aboriginal people under the con­
stitution. It also sets up a Human Rights  
Commission independent of government to 
InvestIgate complaints. The Act comes Into 
force on July I , 1987. 

b) The Negative: 

t) Section 10(3) exempts religious, charit­
able ( e t c . ) organlzattons from complying 

with the Act in terms of employment . This 
amendment changes the original intent of 
10(1) which was to allow these organlza-
tions to discriminate in favour of their 
members but not to violate the protect ions 
offered under the 'prohibited grounds'. 
Section 10 also exempts employers of people 
in their private homes, and renters of 
rooms to boarders from compliance. 

i t ) Section 19 ( 1 ) is the weakest complaint 
section in the country. Not only does the 
Commission have no authority to I n i t i a t e 
its own complaints, it cannot accept any 
third party complaints. This means that 
complaints can only be f i l e d by the indivi­
dual who is discriminated against, or an 
agent f i l i n g a complaint on his or her 
behalf. The restriction will limit the 
extent to which systemat ic discrimination 
can be addressed through t h i s legislation. 

i i i ) Sectton 23 (on remedies) does not 
allow the Board of Adjudication to order an 
affirmative action program, making the 
Yukon the only place in Canada where t h i s 
is not an option. 

iv) Section 24 was amended to say that both 
the person who complained and the Commis­
sion could be ordered to pay costs and 
damages to the respondent's (employer, 
landlord) reputation if the complaint Is 
dismissed as false. This Is the f i r s t 
section of i t s kind in Canada. It could be 
used by respondents to intimidate people 
who have f i l e d or are planning to t i l e a 
complaint with the Commission. 



Nancy P o l l a k 

Vancouver 

Genocide may seem t o o s t r o n g 

a word t o d e s c r i b e what 

N a t i v e p e o p l e a r e f i g h t i n g 

i n Canada, b u t i t i s e x a c t l y 

t h e word which t h e I n d i a n 

Homemakers A s s o c i a t i o n o f 

B r i t i s h Columbia uses t o 

denounce t h e c h i l d w e l f a r e 

system i n t h i s p r o v i n c e . 

A b o r i g i n a l women a r e i n ­

t e n s e l y concerned about t h e 

t h r e a t o f d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f 

t h e i r n a t i o n s , and t h e y have 

many f r o n t s t o c o v e r : f r o m 

l e g a l a b d u c t i o n s o f t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n t o government p o l i ­

c i e s o f a s s i m i l a t i o n t o 

l i f e - d e s t r o y i n g p o v e r t y . 

A b o r i g i n a l women have 

d u r a b l e t r a d i t i o n s o f 

l e a d e r s h i p and a c t i v i s m i n 

B r i t i s h Columbia, b u t t h e y 

a r e a "women's movement" 

t h a t n o n - n a t i v e f e m i n i s t s 

know l i t t l e a b o u t . Re­

s e a r c h i n g t h i s a r t i c l e was 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f my educa­

t i o n , and l i k e any b e g i n n e r , 

what I o f f e r h ere i s t h e 

f i r s t s t a g e o f my under­

s t a n d i n g . 

BILL C-31: WHO IS AN INDIAN? 

"The government has always 

tried to reduce the number 

of Indians, to box us and 

make the box smaller and 

smal1er." 

S h a r a l e n e Prank, 

o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i v e N a t i o n s 

[UNN] 

I n 1985, t h e f e d e r a l I n d i a n 

A c t was f i n a l l y amended t o 

e l i m i n a t e S e c t i o n 12 ( l ) ( b ) , 

w h i c h d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t 

N a t i v e women by d e p r i v i n g 

them and t h e i r o f f s p r i n g o f 

l e g a l s t a t u s as I n d i a n s upon 

t h e i r m a r r i a g e t o n o n - n a t i v e 

men. ( N a t i v e men and t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n s u f f e r e d no such 

consequence as a r e s u l t o f 

m a r r y i n g n o n - n a t i v e women.) 

The amendment i s known as 

B i l l C-31. 

W h i l e c o n s i d e r e d a 

s t e p I n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n 

by many n a t i v e p e o p l e — 

though by no means a l l - - C - 3 1 

p e r p e t u a t e s a Euro-Canadian 

t r a d i t i o n o f l e g a l l y d e f i n ­

i n g " I n d l a n n e s s . " I n b o t h 

i t s p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n 

and p o l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , 

i t i s f r a u g h t w i t h d i f f i c u l ­

t i e s . 

The b i l l does e l i m i ­

n a t e some s e x u a l d i s c r i m i n a ­

t i o n a g a i n s t n a t i v e women by 

p r e v e n t i n g t h e i r l o s s o f 

s t a t u s as an I n d i a n t h r o u g h 

m a r r i a g e . I t a l s o r e i n ­

s t a t e s I n d i a n women who l o s t 

s t a t u s t h r o u g h p a s t 

m a r r i a g e s , and e x tends t h a t 

s t a t u s t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

The c h i l d r e n o f u n m a r r i e d 

N a t i v e women by n o n - n a t i v e 

f a t h e r s w i l l a l s o g a i n 

I n d i a n s t a t u s . 

But t h e t r o u b l i n g 

i n g r e d i e n t o f C-31 i s t h a t 

now, f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , 

I n d i a n bands a r e a b l e t o s e t 

t h e i r own band membership 

r u l e s ( p e n d i n g DIAND's [De­

p a r t m e n t o f I n d i a n and Nor­

t h e r n A f f a i r s ] a p p r o v a l o f 

c o u r s e ) . S t a t u s and band 

membership have suddenly 

become two s e p a r a t e e n t i t l e ­

ments. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 

I n d i a n women w i t h newly 

a c q u i r e d o r r e s t o r e d s t a t u s 

can n e v e r t h e l e s s be r u l e d 

i n e l i g i b l e f o r band member­

s h i p . And n o t a l l bands a r e 

eager t o welcome t h e i r p r o ­

d i g a l d a u g h t e r s . 

A r d y t h Cooper o f t h e 

P r o f e s s i o n a l N a t i v e Women's 

A s s o c i a t i o n (PNWA) i s con­

cerned t h a t t h e r e g u l a t i o n s 

t h a t s e p a r a t e " s t a t u s " f r o m 

band membership w i l l c r e a t e 

two c l a s s e s o f I n d i a n s : 

t h o s e w i t h b o t h , and t h o s e 

w i t h o n l y t h e f o r m e r . 

The I n d i a n Homemakers 

s t a t e t h e problem more 

s t r o n g l y : "BC bands have 
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shown l e s s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 

towards women t h a n e l s e ­

where. But t h e r e a l i t y i s 

t h a t sexism i s a t l e a s t as 

p r e v a l e n t ( h e r e ) as i n t h e 

r e s t o f Canada. We know 

t h a t band c o u n c i l s a r e b e i n g 

v e r y a m b i v a l e n t about t a k i n g 

back t h e s e women members. 

T h i s i s n o t o n l y because 

bands b e l i e v e t h e y w i l l be a 

d r a i n on r e s o u r c e s b u t a l s o 

because t h e y f e a r t h e s e 

women w i l l be t o o aggres­

s i v e . I n t h e i r s t r u g g l e t o 

make a l i f e f o r t hemselves 

o u t s i d e t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s , 

some have o b t a i n e d s k i l l s 

and knowledge t h a t Reserve 

women do n o t have access t o , 

and t h e y may t h u s be p e r ­

c e i v e d t o be a t h r e a t t o 

e s t a b l i s h e d power s t r u c ­

t u r e s . ... We know o f cases 

a l r e a d y where such women a r e 

b e i n g d e n i e d t h e i r r i g h t s as 

f u l l band members. One 

r e i n s t a t e d woman has been 

d e n i e d a d i s b u r s e m e n t o f 

band monies. A n o t h e r women 

has been o f f e r e d a l a r g e sum 

of money by h e r band c h i e f 

t o s i g n away h e r r i g h t s and 

thos e o f her descendants as 

band members." 

The PNWA adv o c a t e s 

t h a t r e i n s t a t e d women be 

a l l o w e d t o p l a y a s u b s t a n ­

t i a l r o l e i n d e v e l o p i n g band 

membership codes i n o r d e r t o 

o f f s e t any c o n t i n u e d 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t them. 

By October o f 1986, a t 

l p n s t An nnn t p p l i c a t i o n s 

f o r s t a t u s were on f i l e i n 

Ottawa. I t may t a k e up t o 

seven y e a r s t o process them 

a l l , l e a v i n g thousands o f 

women and t h e i r l i v i n g and 

f u t u r e c h i l d r e n i n l i m b o . 

One o u t o f s i x a p p l i c a t i o n s 

i s b e i n g r e j e c t e d . Over 

h a l f o f tho s e a c c e p t e d now 

f i n d t h a t t h e y c a n n o t pass 

t h e i r s t a t u s on t o t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n a f t e r a l l . As 

Shar a l e n e Frank s a i d , 

r e d u c i n g t h e number o f 

I n d i a n s . . . . 

Besides f a i l i n g t o 

p r o v i d e adequate s t a f f o r 

c l e a r a p p e a l p r o c e d u r e s f o r 

t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n s ystem, t h e 

f e d e r a l government has r e ­

neged on promised f u n d i n g 

f o r e d u c a t i o n programs t o 

e x p l a i n C-31. Even more 

d i s t r e s s i n g i s t h e f a i l u r e 

o f t h e government t o d e a l 

w i t h t h e c e n t r a l i s s u e o f 

expa n d i n g t h e r e s o u r c e base 

o f e x i s t i n g bands, and 

c r e a t i n g new bands and Re­

se r v e t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c o n s i ­

d e r a t i o n o f t h e te n s o f 

thousands o f women and 

c h i l d r e n who w i l l be g a i n i n g 

s t a t u s , 

Expanding t h e r e s o u r c e 

base was a c e n t r a l c o n c e r n 

o f N a t i v e l e a d e r s when nego­

t i a t i n g I n d i a n A c t a l t e r a ­

t i o n s , and t h e government's 

s i l e n c e amounts t o sabota g e . 

As Rose C h a r l i e and K a t h l e e n 

Jamieson o f t h e I n d i a n Home-

makers say, "...women and 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s would be more 

welcome i n bands where r e ­

sources a r e s c a r c e i f i n f o r ­

m a t i o n on t h e a d d i t i o n a l 

r e s o u r c e s needed [ t o e n a b l e 

them t o r e t u r n ] was made 

a v a i l a b l e , f o r example, 

h o u s i n g s u b s i d i e s . A t p r e ­

s e n t t h e r e i s f e a r and sus­

p i c i o n . " 

The m a c h i n a t i o n s o f 

Ottawa and t h e amended 

I n d i a n A c t c o n t i n u e t o i r r i ­

t a t e d i f f e r e n c e s among 

I n d i a n s , d i f f e r e n c e between 

s t a t u s and n o n - s t a t u s 

I n d i a n s , w e a l t h y and poor 

bands, w i t h N a t i v e women and 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n l e f t i n a 

f r a g i l e p o s i t i o n . I n t h e 

s p r i n g o f 1986, s i x I n d i a n s 

f r o m t h e w e a l t h y Sawridge 

band i n A l b e r t a s t a r t e d a 

c o u r t a c t i o n t o have t h e 

r e i n s t a t e m e n t and membership 

s e c t i o n s o f C-31 o v e r t u r n e d , 

and t h e I n d i a n A c t r e t u r n e d 

t o i t s 1982 v e r s i o n . The 

same band has a l r e a d y 

e n a c t e d a complex, r e s t r i c ­

t i v e band code, w h i c h t h e 

Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s 

saw f i t t o a c c e p t . The 

N a t i v e C o u n c i l o f Canada has 

e l e c t e d t o f i g h t t h i s ac­

t i o n : " A l l A b o r i g i n a l peo­

p l e ( s h o u l d be) e q u a l i n 

terms o f s t a t u s and band 

membership r i g h t s . A b o r i g i ­

n a l a n c e s t r y i s a b i r t h r i g h t 

w h i ch cannot be g i v e n o r 

ta k e n away e x c e p t by t h e 

C r e a t o r . " 

Or as t h e PNWA s t a t e s 

i t , "One c l e a r p r i n c i p l e 

r e m a i n s : I n d i a n women a r e 

s t i l l I n d i a n p e o p l e , and as 

such a r e w o r t h y o f i n c l u s i o n 

. . . a s I n d i a n c i t i z e n s . " 

CHILD WELFARE 

"Our native children are the 

innocent prisoners of t h i s 

system. Our Native children 

are Canada's political 

prisoners." 

Rose C h a r l i e and 

K a t h l e e n Jamieson o f t h e 

I n d i a n Homemakers A s s o c i a ­

t i o n o f BC. 



E a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y , t h e 

accused system would have 

been t h e f e d e r a l n e t w o r k o f 

r e s i d e n t i a l s c h o o l s Imposed 

on N a t i v e c h i l d r e n , s i n c e i t 

was t h e n t h e i r r o l e t o admi­

n i s t e r t h e l e s s o n s o f a s s i ­

m i l a t i o n . Young N a t i v e 

c h i l d r e n were t a k e n f r o m 

t h e i r communities and 

boarded i n C h r i s t i a n s c h o o l s 

where t h e y were p r o h i b i t e d 

f r o m s p e a k i n g t h e i r l a n ­

guages and d e p r i v e d o f t h e 

e d u c a t i o n t h e y would have 

r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e i r f a m i l i e s 

and band e l d e r s . 

Today, t h e accused 

system i s t h e f a m i l y and 

c h i l d w e l f a r e programs o f 

t h e p r o v i n c i a l government. 

I n t h e words o f Sharon 

V e r n e , a l a w y e r and C r é e 

I n d i a n , " I f p e o p l e a t t h e 

band l e v e l do n o t t a k e con­

t r o l o f t h e i r [ c h i l d r e n ] , i n 

seven g e n e r a t i o n s t h e r e w i l l 

n o t be any I n d i a n s l e f t . " 

By any s t a n d a r d s , t h e 

r a t e o f a p p r e h e n s i o n o f 

A b o r i g i n a l c h i l d r e n i n BC i s 

a s c a n d a l . For 1984-85, t h e 

I n d i a n Homemakers e s t i m a t e 

t h a t , w h i l e N a t i v e k i d s 

r e p r e s e n t e d about 4% o f 

B.C.'s young, t h e y a c c o u n t e d 

f o r o v e r 46* o f a l l c h i l d r e n 

" i n c a r e . " Once apprehend­

ed, t h e i r f a m i l i e s and com--

• u n i t i e s have no c o n t r o l 

o v e r t h e i r f u t u r e , w h i c h 

o f t e n e n t a i l s b e i n g bounced 

f r o m one f o s t e r home t o 

a n o t h e r w i t h s c a n t chance o f 

ever b e i n g r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r 

own o r a n o t h e r N a t i v e home. 

The p r i c e p a i d i s 

h i g h . N a t i v e p e o p l e have 

made a c o n n e c t i o n between a 

s t o l e n c h i l d h o o d and h e r i ­

t a g e , and t h e h i g h r a t e s o f 

s u i c i d e and a d d i c t i o n among 

b o t h r u r a l and urban 

I n d i a n s . As t h e Homemakers 

say, "These a r e t h e c h i l d r e n 

who grow up t o f i l l p e n i t e n ­

t i a r i e s and s k i d r o ws, and 

t o d i e v i o l e n t d e a t h s . " 

N a t i v e l e a d e r s a r e 

c o n v i n c e d t h a t most c h i l d r e n 

a r e t a k e n i n t o c a r e f o r no 

re a s o n o t h e r t h a n t h a t a 

s o c i a l w orker doesn't under­

s t a n d — a n d d o e s n ' t l i k e — 

what s/he sees. On t h e one 

hand, t h e f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e 

and c h i l d r e a r i n g p r a c t i c e s 

o f A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e a r e 

d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h o s e o f 

Euro-Canadians, and g i v e n 

t h e p r e v a i l i n g r a c i s t a t t i ­

t u d e s t o w a r d s I n d i a n s , t h o s e 

d i f f e r e n c e s a r e r e a d i l y 

t r a n s l a t e d I n t o charges o f 

n e g l e c t . 

A l s o , p o v e r t y i s a 

d i s c r i m i n a t i n g f a c t o r f o r 

any f a m i l y d e a l i n g w i t h t h e 

M i n i s t r y o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s 

(MSS), and N a t i v e p o v e r t y i s 

rampant. The PNWA s t a t e s 

t h a t h a l f o f A b o r i g i n a l 

f a m i l i e s a r e headed by women 

who a r e u s u a l l y t h e s o l e 

wage e a r n e r s . As t h e I n d i a n 

Margaret Joe, Whitehorse 

Homemakers say, " O b v i o u s l y 

we do n o t choose t o be poor 

and l i v e i n s u b s t a n d a r d 

h o u s i n g and t o have poor 

h e a l t h , b u t we do choose t o 

have c h i l d r e n when non-

n a t i v e s do n o t , and we v a l u e 

them v e r y h i g h l y . We do n o t 

w a i t u n t i l we have two c a r s , 

two bathrooms and a p i a n o 

b e f o r e we have c h i l d r e n and 

we a r e d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t 

because o f t h i s . " 

N a t i v e p e o p l e a r e a l s o 

v e r y a n g r y a b o u t t h e g o v e r n ­

ment's f a i l u r e t o p r o v i d e 

p r e v e n t a t i v e s e r v i c e s f o r 

f a m i l i e s , and about t h e l a c k 

o f c o - o p e r a t i o n between t h e 

p r o v i n c i a l and f e d e r a l 

governments around c h i l d 

w e l f a r e m a t t e r s . As t h i n e s 

p r e s e n t l y s t a n d , t h e p r o ­

v i n c e has no economic i n c e n ­

t i v e t o end t h i s d e v a s t a t i o n 

o f N a t i v e c o m m u n i t i e s . The 

monies i t r e c e i v e s f r o m t h e 

f e d e r a l government f l o w o n l y 

a f t e r a c h i l d has been ap­

prehended; t h e r e i s no cash 
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f o r c o u n s e l l i n g o r pr e v e n ­

t i o n . W h i l e t h e p r o v i n c e 

r e c e i v e s a i l l i o n s a n n u a l l y 

f o r apprehended N a t i v e c h i l ­

d r e n , t h e r e s o u r c e s d e v o t e d 

t o s o c i a l and l e g a l s e r v i c e s 

i n B.C. have d w i n d l e d a t an 

a p p a l l i n g r a t e . S o c i a l 

w o r k e r s have overwhelming 

case l o a d s , and a r e v i r ­

t u a l l y i n c a p a b l e o f a com­

p a s s i o n a t e approach t o t h e i r 

j o b s . Once a p p r e h e n s i o n s 

have o c c u r r e d , c u t b a c k s i n 

f a m i l y l e g a l a i d have 

prompted t h e Homemakers t o 

observe t h a t " t h e q u a l i t y o f 

mercy a v a i l a b l e t o N a t i v e 

f a m i l i e s caught i n t h e web 

o f t h e l e g a l system i s v e r y 

s t r a i n e d i n d e e d . " 

One o f t h e o b v i o u s 

consequences o f t h i s s t a t e 

o f a f f a i r s i s t h a t poor 

N a t i v e f a m i l i e s l i v e i n f e a r 

o f l o s i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o 

MSS. T h i s f e a r works t o t h e 

d e t r i m e n t o f N a t i v e women 

and c h i l d r e n as a whole: 

v i o l e n c e and s e x u a l a s s a u l t 

a g a i n s t women and c h i l d r e n 

o c c u r i n contemporary N a t i v e 

communities as much as any­

where, y e t women a r e r e l u c ­

t a n t t o t u r n t o a u t h o r i t i e s 

whose r e f l e x response t o 

house h o l d c o n f l i c t i s t o 

t a k e t h e i r c h i l d r e n perma­

n e n t l y away. 

The N a t i v e p h i l o s o p h y 

o f c h i l d w e l f a r e r e s t s on 

t h e p r i n c i p l e t h a t N a t i v e 

c h i l d r e n b e l o n g i n N a t i v e 

communities and t h a t t h e i r 

own extended f a m i l y and band 

can b e s t p r o v i d e f o r t h e i r 

e d u c a t i o n and w e l l - b e i n g . 

S e v e r a l models o f 

n a t i v e c o n t r o l e x i s t . The 

Spallumcheen band has 

e n a c t e d a by-law which em­

powers t h e band w i t h e x c l u ­

s i v e j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r 

I n d i a n c h i l d c u s t o d y a f ­

f a i r s . The by-law d e a l s 

w i t h t h e i s s u e o f where a 

c h i l d s h o u l d be p l a c e d by 

em p h a s i z i n g t h e c h i l d ' s 

w ishes and t h e r i g h t s o f t h e 

extended f a m i l y , and e n a b l e s 

t h e band as a whole t o v o t e 

on h e r / h i s placement based 

on t h a t p r i n c i p l e . A l t h o u g h 

t h e r e i s no c l e a r l e g a l 

b a s i s w i t h i n t h e I n d i a n A c t 

f o r t h i s b y - l a w , t h e S p a l ­

lumcheen band h a s, t h r o u g h 

p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e , secured 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f I t s j u r i s d i c ­

t i o n f r o m t h e f e d e r a l and 

p r o v i n c i a l governments. 

The approach a d v o c a t e d 

by t h e I n d i a n Homemakers i s 

t h e immediate enactment o f a 

f e d e r a l I n d i a n C h i l d W e l f a r e 

A c t based on t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s model. The US law o f 

1978 g r a n t s c o n t r o l o v e r 

c h i l d w e l f a r e t o I n d i a n 

a g e n c i e s w h i c h o p e r a t e i n 

accordance w i t h I n d i a n t r i ­

b a l customs. The Homemakers 

l a u d t h e U.S. system, w h i c h 

a l s o p r o v i d e s f o r t h e t r a i n ­

i n g o f I n d i a n s o c i a l w o r k e r s 

and f o r p r e v e n t a t i v e p r o ­

grams t h a t r e c o g n i z e I n d i a n 

c u l t u r a l and s p i r i t u a l 

v a l u e s . "We do n o t t h i n k 

[ a n I n d i a n C h i l d W e l f a r e 

A c t ] can w a i t f o r I n d i a n 

s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t as t h e As­

sembly o f F i r s t N a t i o n s 

s u g g e s t s . Nor s h o u l d i t be 

a l l o w e d t o become a p o l i t i ­

c a l f o o t b a l l i n t h e way t h a t 

[ I n d i a n women's r i g h t s ] were 

f o r so l o n g . " 

The Homemakers have 

oeen a c t i v e f o r y e a r s around 

t h i s i s s u e , and t h e y have no 

i n t e n t i o n o f l e t t i n g up. 

L a s t December t h e y used t h e 

o c c a s i o n o f t h e i r 22nd an­

n u a l assembly t o t r a v e l t o 

t h e p a r l i a m e n t b u i l d i n g s i n 

V i c t o r i a and s t a g e a p r o t e s t 

r a l l y under t h e banner 

" F i g h t i n g A g a i n s t Genocide." 

I n a r e c e n t l e t t e r t o 

Premier Vander Zalm, t h e y 

i n f o r m e d him t h a t " t h e r e i s 

a m u l t i - m i l l i o n d o l l a r t r a f ­

f i c i n I n d i a n c h i l d r e n i n 

t h i s p r o v i n c e . T h i s i n d u s ­

t r y may c r e a t e thousands o f 

j o b s f o r l a w y e r s , j u d g e s , 

c o u r t w o r k e r s , s o c i a l wor­

k e r s , p s y c h i a t r i s t s , and 

p r i s o n g u a r d s , b u t i t a l s o 

c r e a t e s a v i c i o u s c y c l e o f 

d e s p a i r . . . . We ask you ... 

t o t a k e immediate a c t i o n t o 

s t o p t h i s i n d u s t r y . " 
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N a t i v e Women and P o l i t i c a l  

A c t i o n 

"Aboriginal women carry a 

great responsibility i n the 

maintenance of their fami­

l i e s and their commun it l e s 

and their nations.... Po­

l i t i c a l l y they appear obs­

cure, but they are the ones 

who push for change.... 

They organize 

A b o r i g i n a l 

Women o f BC P r o v i n c i a l Sur­

vey, 1985 

A b o r i g i n a l women o f t h e 

P a c i f i c n o r t h w e s t were t r a ­

d i t i o n a l l y t h e d e c i s i o n ­

makers i n t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s : 

as l e a d e r s , o r t h r o u g h t h e i r 

l e a d e r s , t h e i r judgement on 

m a t t e r s p o l i t i c a l , economic 

and s o c i a l was always 

s o u g h t . Women's o v e r t p o l i ­

t i c a l s t a t u s d e t e r i o r a t e d 

d u r i n g t h e c o l o n i a l i z l n g 

p r o c e s s , and t h e d l m i n i s h -

ment o f women's power was a 

s i g n i f i c a n t s t a g e i n t h e 

d i m i n i s h m e n t o f I n d i a n 

government i t s e l f . I n t h e 

words o f Rosalee T i z y a o f 

th e U n i t e d N a t i v e N a t i o n s , 

"Women and h e r e d i t a r y c h i e f s 

were t h e most p o w e r f u l peo­

p l e i n I n d i a n s o c i e t y , and 

t h e y were t h e ones most 

o f t e n e n f r a n c h i s e d * [ d i ­

v e s t e d o f I n d i a n s t a t u s } . " 

Today, T i z y a d e s c r i b e s 

women's r o l e i n t h e I n d i a n 

s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t movement as 

"t h e backbone, t h e l a s t l i n e 

o f d e f e n c e . " Those would 

a l s o be a p p r o p r i a t e words t o 

d e s c r i b e N a t i v e women i n 

t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s . T h e i r 

a c t i v i s m around c h i l d w e l ­

f a r e , h e a l t h , l e g a l and 

e d u c a t i o n i s s u e s i s r e a d i l y 

a p p a r e n t . Around A b o r i g i n a l 

r i g h t s and l a n d c l a i m s , 

t h e i r v o i c e s a r e r a r e l y 

h e a r d i n t h e mainstream 

media b u t as Rosalee T i z y a 

s a y s , "when I n d i a n l e a d e r s 

speak, t h e y a r e s a y i n g what 

t h e i r p e o p l e have t o l d them 

t o say." 

The way t h e a c c e n t s 

f a l l on N a t i v e women's i s ­

sues d i f f e r s g r e a t l y f r o m 

t h o s e o f t h e n o n - n a t i v e 

f e m i n i s t movement. W h i l e 

n o n - n a t i v e women f i g h t f o r 

r e p r o d u c t i v e freedom, u n i ­

v e r s a l d a y c a r e and e q u a l pay 

f o r work o f e q u a l v a l u e , 

N a t i v e women a r e s t r u g g l i n g 

j u s t t o keep t h e i r c h i l d r e n , 

and t o have any waged work 

a t a l l . W h i l e f e m i n i s t s 

r i g h t l y peg t h e p a t r i a r c h a l 

Canadian f a m i l y as a major 

s i t e o f women's o p p r e s s i o n , 

N a t i v e women a r e a i m i n g t o 

r e s t o r e t h e i r extended 

f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n , t h e w e l l -

s p r i n g o f t h e i r c u l t u r e . 

And when N a t i v e women see 

t h e sexism t h a t has e n t e r e d 

t h e i r c ommunities and p o l i ­

t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s v i a Euro-

Canadian s o c i e t y , as a p a r t 

o f b e i n g I n d i a n , t h e y r e s i s t 

i t . 

The author wishes to thank 

Gloria Nicolson, Sharalene 

Frank, Rosalee Tizya and 

Kathleen Jamieson for their 

generosity. , 

* EDITORS NOTE: Historic­

ally, when Indian people 

were enfranchised i n terms 

of the dominant (white) 

Canadian political system, 

they lost their status as 

Indians under the Indian 

Act, and so the term 

'enfranchisement
1

 carries a 

negative connotation In t h i s 

context. 
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Whenever N a t i v e l e a d e r s s i t 

down w i t h f e d e r a l and p r o ­

v i n c i a l p o l i t i c a n s t o nego­

t i a t e a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e and 

s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t , t h e f a c e s 

around t h e t a b l e a r e n a l e . 

Yet among N a t i v e p e o p l e , 

t h e r e i s no 'gender gap' i n 

r e l a t i o n t o t h e s e i s s u e s . 

High p r o f i l e N a t i v e l e a d e r s 

a r e male because t h a t i s who 

Canadian s o c i e t y has i n ­

v e s t e d w i t h l e g i t i m a c y . 

Behind t h e s e g rand s c e n e s — 

a t c o n f e r e n c e s , s t r a t e g y 

meetings and community educ­

a t i o n p r o g r a m s — N a t i v e women 

a r e s p e a k i n g l o u d l y and 

c l e a r l y a b o u t t h e i r c l a i m t o 

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , f o r 

t h e m s e l v e s and t h e i r c h i l d ­

r e n . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

"They each have a l i t t l e 

spot they are i n the habit 

of cat t i n s their own." 

I n d i a n Reserve Commis­

s i o n e r O ' R e i l l y , s p e a k i n g o f 

t h e N l s h g a , 1887. 

"Every tree and flower Is 

part of our bonanza. 

The stars at night, the 

morning light.... 

Every plain and ridge Is our 

heritage." 

Theme song f r o m t h e 

t e l e v i s i o n s e r i e s , Bonanza 

I t ' s 1987, and w h i l e t h e 

C a r t w r i g h t s have been d i s ­

p a t c h e d t o r e f r i g e r a t e d 

v a u l t s , t h e mere concept o f 

a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s s t i l l 

evokes a B o n a n z a - s t y l e r e s ­

ponse i n t h e p r o v i n c i a l 

government o f B r i t i s h Colum­

b i a . Recent h i g h - p r o f i l e 

c o n f l i c t s between n a t i v e 

p e o p l e and t h e l o g g i n g i n ­

d u s t r y on t h e Queen Char­

l o t t e and Meares I s l a n d s 

have a l e r t e d Euro-Canadians 

t o t h e f a c t t h a t a l l i s n o t 

w e l l on t h e west c o a s t . The 

i s s u e appears t o be l a n d 

c l a i m s , and i t i s and i t 

i s n ' t . The i s s u e i s a b o r i g ­

i n a l s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , and 

t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e B.C. s i t u ­

a t i o n r e q u i r e s t h a t we ex­

amine some h i s t o r y . 

Some H i s t o r y 

S i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f w h i t e 

c o l o n i z a t i o n , N o r t h American 

I n d i a n s have been a l i e n a t e d 

f r o m t h e i r l a n d s and l i v e ­

l i h o o d s by v a r i o u s means: 

d i s e a s e , m i l i t a r y c o n q u e s t , 

government decree and f o r m a l 

n e g o t i a t i o n s . I n B.C., t h e 

method chosen was a s t u d i e d 

r e f u s a l by Europeans t o 

a b i d e by t h e i r own l a w . 

The law i n q u e s t i o n 

was t h e Royal P r o c l a m a t i o n 

o f 1763 w h i c h b a s i c a l l y 

s t a t e d t h a t , u n t i l such t i m e 

as n a t i v e p e oples chose t o 

cede o r s e l l t h e i r t e r r i ­

t o r i e s ( i . e . e n t e r i n t o 

t r e a t i e s ) , t h e y would be 

a b l e t o e n j o y t h e u n d i s ­

t u r b e d p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e i r 

l a n d s . The P r o c l a m a t i o n 

came as t h e r e s u l t o f Eng-

l a n d s ' s w i n n i n g o f t h e Seven 

Years War, and t h e h e l p she 

had r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e S i x 

N a t i o n s I r o q u o i s Confeder­

a c y . I t acknowledged t h a t 

n a t i v e p e o p l e s were i n d e e d 

n a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e c o l o n i e s , 

and had l e g i t i m a t e c l a i m s t o 

t h e i r h u n t i n g , g a t h e r i n g and 

f i s h i n g t e r r i t o r i e s . 

East o f t h e R o c k i e s , 

t h e p o l i c y o f t h e c o l o n i a l 

government was t o n e g o t i a t e 

w i t h n a t i v e s f o r t h e p u r ­

chase o f t h e i r l a n d s — o f t e n 

a t r i d i c u l o u s l y low s u m s — 

p r i o r t o w h i t e s e t t l e m e n t . 

Reserve l a n d s were s e t 

a s i d e , and t h e t r e a t i e s 
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s i g n a l e d the extinguishment 

of a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e over the 

purchased a r e a . Nest of the 

R o c k i e s , the matter of n a t ­

i v e r i g h t s to the land was 

simply ignored. 

B r i t i s h Columbia's 

e n t r y i n t o Confederation i n 

1871 inaugurated a c o n f l i c t 

with Ottawa t h a t c o ntinues 

to the p r e s e n t day. The 

p r o v i n c e ' s a n t i - n a t i v e 

s t a n c e was p l a i n l y a t odds 

wit h the Crown's s t a t e d aim 

of w r i t i n g t r e a t i e s p r i o r to 

white s e t t l e a e n t . In 1875, 

the Dominion quashed a prov­

i n c i a l Land Act t h a t made no 

p r o v i s i o n f o r the c r e a t i o n 

of r e s e r v e s . 

The province had other 

t r i c k s up I t s s l e e v e : when 

Ottawa suggested t h a t each 

n a t i v e f a m i l y be granted 80 

a c r e s of l a n d , V i c t o r i a 

continued i t s p o l i c y of 

r e s e r v i n g 10. ( I n c o n t r a s t , 

a Land Ordinance r e g u l a t i o n 

granted 160 f r e e a c r e s to 

new s e t t l e r s . ) T h i s thwart­

ing of both the l e t t e r and 

the s p i r i t of the Royal 

Proclamation through p r o v i n ­

c i a l land use l e g i s l a t i o n I s 

the b a s i s of the contempor­

a r y government's a s s e r t i o n 

t h a t I n d i a n land ownership 

has been e x t i n g u i s h e d by 

" a c t s of P a r l i a m e n t " . 

At the h e a r t of B.C.'s 

f a i l u r e to d e a l w i t h I n d i a n 

t i t l e was a d e s i r e f o r un­

f e t t e r e d a c c e s s to n a t u r a l 

r e s o u r c e s , aided by a r a c i s t 

d i s r e g a r d f o r the people 

being d i s p l a c e d . 

As f o r the a b o r i g i n a l 

peoples of B.C., t h e i r ex­

p e r i e n c e of Europeans can 

most p o i n t e d l y be expressed 

w i t h a s t a t i s t i c : by the 

1880s, imported d i s e a s e s had 

reduced t h e i r population of 

approximately 200,000 to a 

s c a n t 26,000. 

T i n e and t i m e a g a i n , 

t h e y a t t e m p t e d t o t a l k f a c e 

t o f a c e w i t h t h e government. 

Between t h e 1870s and 1927, 

t h e Nishga i n p a r t i c u l a r 

a p p e a l e d r e p e a t e d l y f o r a 

p r o c e s s whereby t h e i r e x i s t ­

ence as a n a t i o n w i t h t e r r i ­

t o r i a l r i g h t s c o u l d be ac­

knowledged. T h e i r e f f o r t s 

t o o k them t o V i c t o r i a , t h e n 

t o O t t a w a , and t h e n t o t h e 

P r i v y C o u n c i l i n London. 

N a t i v e a g i t a t i o n f o r 

j u s t i c e so provoked t h e 

Canadian government t h a t , i n 

1927, t h e I n d i a n A c t g a i n e d 

two new c l a u s e s : one r e n ­

d e r i n g i l l e g a l any f u n d -

r a i s i n g a c t i v i t y i n p u r s u i t 

o f a l a n d o r money c l a i m , 

t h e second and more n o t o r ­

i o u s f o r b i d d i n g t h e p o t -

l a t c h . For t h e p eoples o f 

t h e P a c i f i c N o r t h w e s t , t h e 

b a n n i n g o f p o t l a t c h e s meant 

th e b a n n i n g o f t h e i r g o v e r n ­

ment . 

The 1970s 

Contemporary I n d i a n l e a d e r s 

have observed t h a t t h e i r 

p e o p l e s have t h r e e r o u t e s t o 

f o l l o w i n t h e i r p u r s u i t o f 

j u s t i c e : l i t i g a t i o n , n e g o t ­

i a t i o n and c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 

I t was t h r o u g h l i t i g a t i o n 

t h a t s i g n i f i c a n t p r o g r e s s 

was f i r s t made, and i t was 

a g a i n t h e Nishga who pushed 

t h e i s s u e . R e v i v i n g t h e i r 

a g e - o l d c l a i m t o a b o r i g i n a l 

t i t l e , t h e Nishga went be­

f o r e t h e Supreme C o u r t o f 

Canada i n 1973 and drew a 

h i s t o r i c r u l i n g . A l l s i x 

J u s t i c e s agreed t h a t t h e 

Nass V a l l e y had been owned 

by t h e Nishga p r i o r t o c o l ­

o n i z a t i o n . They d i d n o t 

a gree a b o u t whether a b o r i g ­

i n a l c l a i m had been e x t i n ­

g u i s h e d by subsequent l e g i s ­

l a t i o n . 

P r i o r t o t h i s r u l i n g , 

t h e Trudeau government, l i k e 

t h o s e b e f o r e i t , had advo­

c a t e d an a s s i m i l a t i o n p o l ­

i c y . T h e i r N h i t e Paper o f 

1969 had c a l l e d f o r an end 

t o t h e I n d i a n A c t , an 

a pproach t h a t was s t r o n g l y 

opposed by most n a t i v e s who 

p r e f e r r e d t h e s a f e t y o f t h e 

i m p e r f e c t t r e a t y and r e s e r v e 

system t o a system w i t h no 

p r o t e c t i o n f o r them a t a l l . 

The r u l i n g was t a k e n as a 

w a r n i n g t h a t f u t u r e c o u r t 

d e c i s i o n s m i g h t u p h o l d a b o r ­

i g i n a l t i t l e , and t h e f e d ­

e r a l government hastened t o 

s e t up b u r e a u c r a t i c mechan­

isms t o s e t t l e new and o u t ­

s t a n d i n g c l a i m s . 

The government's e a r l y 

a pproach was c h a r a c t e r i z e d 

by two g o a l s : t h e i n c l u s i o n 

o f " f i n a l i t y c l a u s e s " i n new 

agreements ( t h e e x t i n g u i s h ­

ment o f a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s ) , 

and t h e exchange o f l a n d f o r 

money ( t h e r e a l e s t a t e 

t r a n s a c t i o n m e n t a l i t y , w hich 

t h e Janes Bay C r é e and I n u i t 

succunbed t o i n 1 9 7 6 ) . 

A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e s s i n c e 
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t h a t t i m e have made I t c l e a r 

t h a t t h o s e a r e n o t their 

g o a l s . The B.C. government, 

w i t h no r e a l m o t i v a t i o n t o 

change i t s t u n e , c o n t i n u e s 

t o sound t h e same n o t e : 

t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t o d i s c u s s . 

Today 

"For these people [the Gtt-

ksan and Wet'sawet 'en], 

aboriginal t i t l e can be 

defined i n part as the many 

individual and collective 

rights and responsibilities 

they have exercised i n their 

relationshlps with each 

other, the land and i t s 

resources." 

N e i l S t e r r i t , 

P r e s i d e n t o f t h e G l t k s a n and 

Wet'suwet'en T r i b a l C o u n c i l . 

When n a t i v e p e o p l e 

t a l k about a b o r i g i n a l t i t l e , 

t h e y a r e n o t r e f e r r i n g t o 

l a n d o w n e r s h i p . They a r e 

t a l k i n g about t h e manner i n 

which t h e y have t r a d i t i o n ­

a l l y governed themselves and 

been g u a r d i a n s o f t h e i r 

r e s o u r c e s . S e l f - g o v e r n m e n t 

i s c o n s i d e r e d an e s s e n t i a l 

a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t , and s e l f -

government i s i m p o s s i b l e 

w i t h o u t t h e economic s e l f -

s u f f i c i e n c y t h a t stems f r o m 

h a v i n g a secure r e s o u r c e 

base: t h e r i g h t t o h a r v e s t 

and conserve t h e w e a l t h o f 

th e l a n d , r i v e r s and sea. 

Se l f - g o v e r n m e n t i s a l s o 

i n t r i n s i c a l l y l i n k e d t o 

s p i r i t u a l and c u l t u r a l l i f e , 

hence t h e p a s s i o n a t e r e s i s ­

t a n c e o f I n d i a n s t o t h e 

d e s e c r a t i o n o f sa c r e d l a n d s . 

The f e d e r a l government 

i s l e a r n i n g t o use t h e ex­

p r e s s i o n " s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t " , 

b u t t h e r e remains a b i g g u l f 

between n a t i v e a s p i r a t i o n s 

and t h o s e o f t h e p o l i t i ­

c i a n s . I n d i a n s and t h e 

p r o v i n c e s share a common 

f e a r t h a t what Ottawa r e a l l y 

wants t o do i s m e r e l y shed 

i t s f i s c a l and e t h i c a l r e s ­

p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r t h e w e l l -

b e i n g o f n a t i v e p e o p l e . 

A l r e a d y , a v e r s i o n o f s e l f -

government t h a t c o n f e r s 

m u n i c i p a l - s t y l e powers on a 

band i s b e i n g t o u t e d and 

ac c e p t e d by t h e S e c h e l t 

Band. W h i l e a c k n o w l e d g i n g 

t h e S e c h e l t p e o p l e s
1

 r i g h t 

t o do what t h e y w a n t , most 

n a t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e 

opposed t o t h i s a p p r o a c h . 

The p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n ­

ment's c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 

i s s u e , beyond t h e i r r e f u s a l 

t o d e a l , has been shameful 

r h e t o r i c . A f o r m e r A t t o r n e y 

General d e s c r i b e d t h e w i l l ­

i n g n e s s t o n e g o t i a t e l a n d 

c l a i m s as b e i n g t h e " N e v i l l e 

C h a mberlain r o u t e " - ! . e . a 

c o w a r d l y c a p i t u l a t i o n t o an 

e v i l f o r c e 1 Lawyers f o r t h e 

p r o v i n c e , a r g u i n g a g a i n s t 

t h e r i g h t o f t h e G l t k s a n and 

Wet'suwet'en t o e s t a b l i s h an 

i n l a n d f i s h e r y , c a u t i o n e d 

t h a t a l l o w i n g t h e n a t i v e s t o 

c a l l t h e i r r i v e r s t h e i r own 

would c r e a t e a t e r r i t o r i a l 

s i t u a t i o n a k i n t o t h a t i n 

South A f r i c a o r N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d . 

I n March, t h e F i r s t 

M i n i s t e r s ' Conference 

(F.M.C.) made one f i n a l 

a t t e m p t t o g r a p p l e w i t h t h e 

meaning o f t h e t r o u b l e s o m e 

phrase i n S e c t i o n 35 ( 1 ) o f 

th e C o n s t i t u t i o n A c t , "ex­

i s t i n g a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s " . 

I t was never l i k e l y , g i v e n 

the i n t r a n s i g e n c e o f a l l 

l e v e l s o f government, t h a t 

I n d i a n l e a d e r s would a c h i e v e 

t h e i r t h r e e f o l d o b j e c t i v e s : 

1) t h e entrenchment o f ab­

o r i g i n a l t i t l e as an u n q u a l ­

i f i e d r i g h t ; 2) t h e p r o t e c ­

t i o n o f t h a t r i g h t by a 

consent c l a u s e r e q u i r i n g 
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n a t i v e a p p r o v a l o f any chan­

ges; and 3) t h e p r a c t i c a l 

• e a n i n g o f a b o r i g i n a l r i g h t s 

t o be l e f t t o each t r i b a l 

g r o up t o d e f i n e . T h e i r 

o v e r a l l p o l i t i c a l g o a l was 

t h a t n a t i v e s e l f - g o v e r n a e n t 

becoae a t h i r d l e v e l o f 

power, on an e q u a l f o o t i n g 

w i t h t h e f e d e r a l and p r o v i n ­

c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . 

Those p r o v i n c e s w i t h 

t h e most t o l o s e ( o r t o 

g a i n , depending on your 

p o i n t o f v i e w ) — B . C . , A l b e r ­

t a , Saskatchewan (egged on 

by an uncomprehending New­

f o u n d l a n d ) — s a i d 'no d e a l
1 

t o e v e r y d e a l . The new 

p r e m i e r o f B.C. l i v e d up t o 

h i s pre-P.M.C. b i l l i n g as a 

b u f f o o n and a r o a d b l o c k i n 

t h e p a t h t o w a r d t h e d e f i n i ­

t i o n o f s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t . 

The a b o r i g i n a l p e oples 

o f Canada r e c o g n i z e t h a t 

t h e y a r e i n f o r a l o n g h a u l . 

Some say t h e i r o n l y r e c o u r s e 

I s t h e c o u r t s , o t h e r s t h a t 

t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s i s n o t 

y e t e x h a u s t e d . V i c t o r i e s 

and d e f e a t s i n t h e l e g a l and 

p o l i t i c a l s p h e r e s , w h i l e 

s i g n i f i c a n t , cannot o v e r ­

shadow t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

n u r t u r i n g a sense o f n a t i o n ­

hood amongst t h e p e o p l e . To 

q u o t e t h e L i l l o o e t T r i b a l 

C o u n c i l : 

" I t Indian people are to 

survive tn the long term, 

alternat tve means must be 

found for resolving conflict 

besides seeking r e l i e f 

through prolonged and heated 

l i t igatIon that enriches 

attorneys while polarizing 

the public. The most pro­

mising way we now have to 

protect our interests Is to 

strengthen our Indian gov­

ernment .... As the salmon 

travel In schools for pro­

tection and companionship, 

so can our people undertake 

a common Journey against 

strong political currents to 

preserve the rights of gen­

erations yet unborn. As 

trtbutory streams Join to­

gether to form a mighty 

river, so can the efforts of 

our people blend together to 

create a formidtble force to 

preserve the interests of 

a l l aboriginal people." 

Definitions 
The Indian Act: The I n d i a n A c t o f 1878 i s an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t by which t h e 

f e d e r a l government e x e r c i s e s c o n t r o l o v e r I n d i a n l i v e s and l a n d s , 

based on i t s a u t h o r i t y under t h e B r i t i s h N o r t h America A c t . The 

Ac t d e f i n e s who i s an I n d i a n , and l e g i s l a t e s how band governments 

and t e r r i t o r i e s a r e t o be r u n . 

Status: To be a s t a t u s I n d i a n i s t o be r e g i s t e r e d as an I n d i a n under t h e 

I n d i a n A c t , and t o be e l i g i b l e f o r c e r t a i n b e n e f i t s . These i n c l u d e 

f r e e p o s t - s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n , f r e e d e n t a l and h e a l t h c a r e , and 

language and c u l t u r a l p rograms. 

Band Membership: Band membership e n t i t l e s a person t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e 

p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and economic l i f e o f t h e band: f o r 

example, t o l i v e on r e s e r v e l a n d s and/or own p r o p e r t y t h e r e ; t o 

ru n f o r band c o u n c i l and v o t e i n band e l e c t i o n s ; and t o sh a r e i n 

la n d c l a i m s s e t t l e m e n t s and r e s o u r c e development. 
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Women and the State 

K e r r y McCuaig 

T o r o n t o 

"Ten y e a r s ago we were 

s a y i n g 'smash t h e s t a t e , ' 

now we're s a y i n g ' g i v e us 

t h e money.'" Of t h e many 

i n s i g h t f u l comments made 

d u r i n g a t h r e e - d a y assess­

ment o f t h e women's move¬

ment's c h a n g i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p 

t o t h e s t a t e , t h i s one 

p r o b a b l y b e s t sums up t h e 

s t r i d e s and c o n f l i c t s women 

a c t i v i s t s have e x p e r i e n c e d . 

I t was an h i s t o r i c 

e v e n t . For t h e f i r s t t i m e a 

c o n f e r e n c e was h e l d on Women 

and t h e S t a t e i n T o r o n t o . 

"A moment i n t i m e , " s a i d 

L i n d a B r i s k i n i n her 

i n t r o d u c t o r y r e m a r k s , f o r 

a c t i v i s t s t o t a k e t i m e o u t 

f r o m h e c t i c s c h e d u l e s and 

s t u d y t h e problems t h a t 

a r i s e f r o m t h e i r d e a l i n g s 

w i t h t h e s t a t e . The 450 

p a r t i c i p a n t s were beyond t h e 

o r g a n i z e r s
 1

 e x p e c t a t i o n s 

when t h e c o n f e r e n c e was 

i n i t i a t e d o n l y a year 

e a r l i e r by Barbara Cameron 

and K a r l D e h l i o f t h e 

M a r x i s t I n s t i t u t e . 

I t ' s been a l m o s t 

t w e n t y y e a r s s i n c e t h e Royal 

Commission on t h e S t a t u s o f 

Women, and o n l y f i f t e e n 

y e a r s s i n c e t h e Women's 

Program was e s t a b l i s h e d by 

t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . 

D u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d m i l l i o n s 

o f d o l l a r s have been handed 

o u t t o women's o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s , l e a v i n g many a c t i ­

v i s t s t o q u e s t i o n whether 

s t a t e d o l l a r s have coopted 

m i l i t a n c y . 

I r o n i c a l l y t h e s t a t e 

has p l a y e d a major r o l e i n 

t h e development o f t h e 

women's movement. I t was 

t h e v a s t e x p a n s i o n o f t h e 

s t a t e s e c t o r w hich drew 

women i n t o t h e w o r k f o r c e , 

and i t was a g a i n t h e s t a t e , 

o p e r a t i n g t o ensure c o r p o ­

r a t e p r o f i t s , w h ich f o r c e d 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s women t o s t a y 

i n t h e l a b o u r f o r c e t o keep 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s o u t o f 

p o v e r t y . 

I t was o u t o f t h e 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s between 

p r o d u c t i o n and r e p r o d u c t i o n 

t h a t t h e new women's 

movement was e s t a b l i s h e d . 

I n o r d e r t o work women need 

c h i l d c a r e , i n o r d e r t o pay 

f o r c h i l d c a r e , women need 

e q u a l pay. 

As t h e movement 

d e v e l o p e d , i t has b u i l t 

a l l i a n c e s w i t h w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

movements, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

o r g a n i z e d l a b o u r , and has 

come t o i n c r e a s i n g l y 

i d e n t i f y t h e c o r p o r a t i o n s 

and t h e s t a t e as t h e main 

enemy. 

I n s t u d y i n g " t h e 

s t a t e " t h e women's movement 

i s t a k i n g a n o t h e r s t e p . 

Every a c t i v i s t has had 

c o n t a c t w i t h " g o v e r n m e n t " — 

PMs, MPs, p a r t y hacks and 

p o l i c y - m a k e r s . Government 

i s t h e " f a c e " o f c a p i t a l i s m ; 

we l o b b y i t , p e t i t i o n i t , 

d e m o n s t r a t e i n f r o n t o f t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e . 

"The s t a t e , however, 

i s a l a r g e r , more p o w e r f u l 

and complex f o r c e t h a t 

i n t e r v e n e s i n t o our l i v e s 

e v e r y day," e x p l a i n e d 

B r i s k i n . "The power o f t h e 
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s t a t e i n c l u d e s a g e n c i e s such 

as c h i l d w e l f a r e , immigra­

t i o n and h o u s i n g . I t 

i n c l u d e s c o e r c i v e f o r c e s 

l i k e t h e p o l i c e . I t ' s more 

d i f f i c u l t t o i d e n t i f y , 

u n d e r s t a n d and a t t a c k t h e 

s t a t e . " 

There a r e f e w e r 

e s t a b l i s h e d mechanisms t o 

d e a l w i t h t h e s t a t e . I t i s 

more d i f f i c u l t t o approach 

t h e f a c e l e s s b u r e a u c r a c y , 

w i t h i t s r e g u l a t i o n s and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s . 

" I t c o n s t a n t l y 

f r u s t r a t e s us," s a i d 

B r i s k i n . " T h i n k o f what 

happens when a woman t r i e s 

t o a p p l y f o r a c h i l d - c a r e 

s u b s i d y , t h e s t e p s she has 

t o go t h r o u g h , she i s t h e n 

i n t e r a c t i n g w i t h t h e 

p r ocesses o f t h e s t a t e . 

"We need t o name t h e 

s t a t e f o r what i t i s and see 

t h e powers t h a t i t h a s . We 

need t o widen t h e f o c u s o f 

o u r a t t e n t i o n , f r o m t h e 

government t o I n c l u d e t h e 

s t a t e . Because t h e r e a r e 

v a s t numbers o f i s s u e s t h a t 

c annot be d e a l t w i t h t h r o u g h 

t h e e l e c t o r a l p r o c e s s . " 

How f a r t h i s c o n c ept 

permeates t h e women's move­

ment w i l l be a d e t e r m i n i n g 

f a c t o r i n t h e p e r i o d ahead. 

Of e q u al i m p o r t a n c e w i l l be 

how c l o s e l y t h e movement 

i d e n t i f i e s t h e s t a t e as a 

c l a s s i n s t i t u t i o n . 

"There a r e d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n how a c t i v i s t s v i e w and 

a n a l y s e t h e s t a t e , " comment­

ed Barbara Cameron, one o f 

t h e o r g a n i z e r s . "Some deny 

t h a t t h e s t a t e i s by i t s 

v e r y n a t u r e a c l a s s i n s t i t u ­

t i o n . The b i a s o f t h e s t a t e 

t o w a r d t h e dominant economic 

c l a s s i s i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e 

p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a l p a r t y 

f o r m i n g t h e government. A 

change i n t h e p a r t y e l e c t e d 

t o government i s t h o u g h t t o 

be s u f f i c i e n t t o b r i n g about 

f u n d a m e n t a l s o c i a l change. 

" M a r x i s t s m a i n t a i n 

t h a t a change i n t h e e l e c t e d 

p e r s o n n e l o f t h e s t a t e does 

n o t change i t s e s s e n t i a l 

c l a s s n a t u r e . I t i s our 

p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e b o u r g e o i s 

s t a t e s t r u c t u r e s must be 

t r a n s f o r m e d t h r o u g h democra­

t i z a t i o n . T h i s r e q u i r e s t h e 

e x i s t e n c e o f two c o n d i t i o n s , 

t h e e l e c t i o n o f a government 

committed t o such a t r a n s ­

f o r m a t i o n , and t h e e x i s t e n c e 

o f a m o b i l i z e d and u n i t e d 

e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y o p p o s i ­

t i o n , l e d by t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s , as t h e r e a l base o f 

power f o r t h a t government i n 

i t s f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e bases 

o f power o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e 

i n t h e economy and w i t h i n 

t h e s t a t e . " 

F a i l i n g t o r e c o g n i z e 

t h e c l a s s n a t u r e o f t h e 

s t a t e can r e s u l t i n c o n s i ­

d e r a b l e f r u s t r a t i o n f o r 

a c t i v i s t s , as t h e c o n f e r e n c e 

r e v e a l e d . 

L e g i s l a t i v e g a i n s made 

by women a r e c i r c u m v e n t e d by 

s t a t e a p p l i c a t i o n , as any 

e x p e r i e n c e w i t h human r i g h t s 

l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l r e v e a l . 

The s t a t e can respond t o 

demands advanced by t h e 

women's movement i n such a 

way as t o e x t r a c t more c o s t 

t h a n g a i n — t h e O n t a r i o 
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L i b e r a l government's e q u a l 

pay l e g i s l a t i o n i s an 

example. (See f o l l o w i n g 

a r t i c l e on e q u a l pay.) 

There a r e some groups 

o f women who more r e a d i l y 

e x p e r i e n c e t h e c l a s s n a t u r e 

o f t h e s t a t e and i t s 

c o e r c i v e powers t h a n o t h e r s 

N a t i v e women, women o f 

c o l o u r , w o r k i n g - c l a s s women 

even T h i r d World women can 

f e e l t h e o p p r e s s i v e arm o f 

t h e Canadian s t a t e t h r o u g h 

a i d development a g e n c i e s . 

As e x p e c t e d t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e r a i s e d more 

q u e s t i o n s t h a n i t was a b l e 

t o answer. I t t e s t i f i e d t o 

the need f o r more t h e o r e t i ­

c a l work t o be done i n t h i s 

a r e a i n o r d e r t o meet t h e 

demands o f a g r o w i n g and 

m a t u r i n g women's movement. 



Equal Pay: Why No Debate? 
Sue F i n d l a y 

T o r o n t o 

On S a t u r d a y F e b r u a r y 6, 

1987, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 35 con­

c e r n e d and a c t i v e f e m i n i s t s 

spent f o u r hours l i s t e n i n g 

t o an a n a l y s i s o f t h e p r o ­

p o s a l s t a b l e d by t h e O n t a r i o 

government t o l e g i s l a t e 

e q u a l pay f o r work o f e q u a l 

v a l u e ( B i l l 1 5 4 ) , and s t r a t -

e g i z i n g about t h e response 

we s h o u l d make t o t h i s b i l l . 

We were p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n one 

o f t h e workshops a t t h e 

"Women and t h e S t a t e " con­

f e r e n c e r e c e n t l y h e l d i n 

T o r o n t o . W h i l e many o f t h e 

p a r t i c i p a n t s f o u n d t h e work­

shop f a s c i n a t i n g , f o r me i t 

r a i s e d q u e s t i o n s about t h e 

l i m i t s o f o u r demands f o r 

r e f o r m and our responses t o 

s t a t e i n i t i a t i v e s , and about 

t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t we 

have as a movement i n ad­

d r e s s i n g t h e s e l i m i t s . 

There was a d i s t i n c t 

n o t e o f urgency t o t h e d i s ­

c u s s i o n . P u b l i c h e a r i n g s on 

B i l l 154 were t o b e g i n on 

F e b r u a r y 23, and f e m i n i s t 

Comparable 
worth is just 
a disguised 

attack on our 
free enterprise 

system. 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t t h e s e 

h e a r i n g s was t h o u g h t t o be 

c r u c i a l . Business i n t e r e s t s 

have become i n c r e a s i n g l y 

v o c a l i n t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n t o 

th e proposed l e g i s l a t i o n and 

were e x p e c t e d t o use t h e 

h e a r i n g s as a p l a t f o r m t o 

h a r n e s s p u b l i c s u p p o r t a¬

g a i n s t passage o f t h e B i l l . 

The Equal Pay C o a l i t ­

i o n has been e x t r e m e l y a c t ­

i v e i n p r e s e n t i n g i t s p o s i ­

t i o n s on t h e l e g i s l a t i o n 

r e q u i r e d t o g u a r a n t e e equal 

pay f o r work o f e q u a l v a l u e 

t o t h e p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n ­

ment. But i t was f e l t t h a t 

amendments t o t h e B i l l and 

perhaps t h e passage o f t h e 

B i l l depended t o some degree 

on a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f 

b r o a d e r s u p p o r t f r o m women 

a t t h e p u b l i c h e a r i n g s . Pat 

McDermott, a l o n g - t i m e mem­

ber o f t h e C o a l i t i o n , con­

c l u d e d her p e r s u a s i v e a n a l y ­

s i s o f B i l l 154 w i t h a 

s t r o n g p l e a t o t h o s e a t t e n d ­

i n g t h e workshop t o have 

t h e i r v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

p r e p a r e b r i e f s f o r t h e pub­

l i c h e a r i n g s . 

It nies 
in the face 

of the values that 
made this 

country great! 

I t wasn't supposed t o 

happen t h i s way. U r g e n t as 

t h e s i t u a t i o n appeared t o 

be, t h e d i s c u s s i o n o f s t r a t ­

e g i e s had n o t been t h e ob­

j e c t i v e o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

workshop. The two-day con­

f e r e n c e had been p a i n s t a k ­

i n g l y d e s i g n e d t o p r o v i d e 

p a r t i c i p a n t s w i t h a " g u i d e d 

t o u r " t h r o u g h f e m i n i s t ex­

p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e s t a t e o v e r 

t h e l a s t two decades, w i t h a 

chance t o r e f l e c t on and 

a n a l y s e t h o s e e x p e r i e n c e s 

t h a t o u r d a i l y r o u t i n e s e l ­

dom a l l o w s . The S a t u r d a y 

workshops, such as t h e one 

on Equal Pay, were i n t e n d e d 

t o "map" our s t r u g g l e s w i t h 

t h e s t a t e and s p e c i f y how 

s t a t e s t r u c t u r e s and p r a c ­

t i c e s r e d e f i n e our i s s u e s 

and l i m i t o u r demands. W i t h 

t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e on t h e 

s t a t e i n hand, Sunday work­

shops were t h e n t o f o c u s on 

s t r a t e g i e s f o r t h e women's 

movement. So, a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h e " p l a n " , t h e Equal Pay 

workshop had "jumped t h e 

g u n " — b y p a s s i n g t h e mapping 

p r o c e s s , i n c l u d i n g an as-

And exactly 
what values 
are those? 

Well ... 
cheap labor 

for one. 



sessment o f t h e r o l e p l a y e d 

by t h e Equal Pay C o a l i t i o n , 

and l e a p i n g s t r a i g h t I n t o a 

d i s c u s s i o n o f p o s s i b l e r e s ­

ponses t o t h e immediate 

s i t u a t i o n — B i l l 154. 

P e r s o n a l l y , I was 

d i s a p p o i n t e d . For one 

t h i n g , I was p a r t o f t h e 

o r g a n i z i n g committee t h a t 

had worked o u t t h e s t e p s o f 

what we had c o n s i d e r e d a 

necessary process i n under­

s t a n d i n g t h e s t a t e , our 

r e l a t i o n t o i t and i t s a f ­

f e c t on our l i v e s . But more 

f u n d a m e n t a l l y , I was d i s a p ­

p o i n t e d because my exper­

i e n c e as a s t a t e b u r e a u c r a t 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e r e s ­

ponse o f t h e f e d e r a l s t a t e 

t o f e m i n i s t demands con­

v i n c e d me o f t h e need t o 

d e v e l o p s t r a t e g i e s based on 

a c l e a r e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 

how t h e s t a t e a c t u a l l y 

w o r k s . I b e l i e v e t h a t our 

e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e s t a t e — 

as a c t i v i s t s i n t h e women's 

movement and/or as f e m i n i s t s 

w o r k i n g i n s i d e t h e s t a t e — 

p r o v i d e s t h e b a s i s f o r t h i s 

t a s k , 

But why be r i g i d a bout 

a c o n f e r e n c e framework? As 

l o g i c a l as a process m i g h t 

seem i n t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e s , 

t h e success o f a c o n f e r e n c e 

u l t i m a t e l y depends on t h e 

p a r t i c i p a n t s and t h e capac­

i t y o f t h o s e i n charge t o 

make t h e process r e l e v a n t t o 

their e x p e r i e n c e and needs. 

Most p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e 

Equal Pay workshop ex p r e s s e d 

f a s c i n a t i o n b o t h w i t h McDer-

m o t t ' s a n a l y s i s o f t h e B i l l 

and w i t h t h e d i s c u s s i o n o f 

s t r a t e g i e s f o r amending i t . 

A t t e m p t s by a few o f us t o 

r e s u r r e c t t h e agenda o r t o 

q u e s t i o n t h e v e r y i d e a o f 

s u p p o r t f o r t h e l e g i s l a t i o n , 

amended o r n o t , were l a r g e l y 

u n s u c c e s s f u l . Perhaps t h e 

process as o r i g i n a l l y de­

f i n e d was s i m p l y n o t appro­

p r i a t e f o r t h e i s s u e o f 

e q u a l p a y — n o t necessary 

because we were on t h e verge 

o f "success" and n o t t i m e l y 

because o f t h e urgency o f 

t h e need t o o r g a n i z e t h e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n o f b r i e f s . 

A f t e r w a r d s however, I 

c o u l d n ' t g i v e up on t h e 

v a l i d i t y o f t h e o r i g i n a l 

o b j e c t i v e s f o r t h e workshop, 

n o r d i s m i s s what I heard as 

r a t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t concerns 

about t h e dangers o f l e g i s ­

l a t i v e r e f o r m i n g e n e r a l and 

B i l l 154 i n p a r t i c u l a r . And 

i n r e t r o s p e c t , I concluded 

t h a t I f we had begun w i t h 

our e x p e r i e n c e , our d i s c u s ­

s i o n would have been sub­

s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t and 

c o u l d have e s t a b l i s h e d t h e 

b a s i s on which t o as s e s s , 

and c h a l l e n g e i f n e c e s s a r y , 

t h e framework and t i m e t a b l e 

Imposed upon us by t h e s t a t e 

i n B i l l 154. 

Consider f i r s t our 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h t h e u r ­

gency t o respond and our 

f e a r t h a t we would l o s e t h e 

p o l i t i c a l commitment t o 

equal pay. A r e v i e w o f our 

e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e s t r u g g l e 

f o r e q u a l pay i n Canada (and 

i n o t h e r w e s t e r n d e m o c r a t i c 

c o u n t r i e s ) o v e r t h e p a s t two 

decades would h i g h l i g h t 

f e m i n i s t success i n making 

e q u a l pay a p u b l i c i s s u e and 

f o r c i n g p o l i t i c i a n s t o p u t 

i t on t h e i r p o l i t i c a l agen­

das. Some r a d i c a l s m i g h t 

argue t h a t s o c i a l c o n t r o l i s 

t h e u n d e r l y i n g m o t i v a t i o n 

f o r r e f o r m s such as equal 

pay. But t h e r e i s no doubt 

t h a t t h e c h a l l e n g e t o t h e 

s t a t e by f e m i n i s t documenta­

t i o n o f p e r s i s t e n t and ex­

t e n s i v e wage i n e q u a l i t i e s 

has l e d t h e s t a t e t o i n t r o ­

duce l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t w i l l 

p o t e n t i a l l y c o s t b o t h t h e 
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p u b l i c and t h e p r i v a t e sec­

t o r b i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s . 

A l t h o u g h some o f t h e urgency 

a t t h e workshop was e x p r e s ­

sed i n terms o f t h e need t o 

s e i z e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

pass l e g i s l a t i o n w h i l e t h e 

O n t a r i o Liberal/NDP a c c o r d 

l a s t s , I cannot b e l i e v e t h a t 

any government i n t h e near 

f u t u r e w i l l renounce t h e 

commitment t o e q u a l pay 

l e g i s l a t i o n . I t i s s i m p l y 

t o o w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d as a 

women's r i g h t . Much o f t h e 

u rgency accompanying t h e 

i n t r o d u c t i o n o f l e g i s l a t i v e 

p r o p o s a l s r e l a t e s t o t h e 

t i m e t a b l e e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e 

s t a t e f o r t h e r e v i e w and 

a p p r o v a l p r o c e s s — a t i m e ­

t a b l e t h a t i s i n t e n d e d t o 

c o n t r o l debate and l i m i t 

amendments as w e l l as g u a r ­

a n t e e " s w i f t passage" o f 

needed l e g i s l a t i o n . 

A more s e r i o u s ques­

t i o n f o r us t o c o n s i d e r i s 

t h e problem o f t h e implemen­

t a t i o n o f l e g i s l a t i o n . I f 

one i s c o n v i n c e d t h a t l e g i s ­

l a t i v e r e f o r m i s n e c e s s a r y — 

o r as some say "a good f i r s t 

s t e p " - - t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s we 

have e x p e r i e n c e d w i t h f e d ­

e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n on e q u a l 

pay (and l e g i s l a t i v e r e f o r m 

on o t h e r i s s u e s such as rape 

and f a m i l y p r o p e r t y law) 

i l l u s t r a t e s t h a t i t i s n o t 

sufficient. P o l i t i c a l com­

mitments and l e g i s l a t i v e 

r e f o r m a r e n o t enough i n a 

p o l i t i c a l system i n w hich 

commitments t o e q u a l i t y co­

e x i s t w i t h s t r u c t u r e s and 

p r a c t i c e s w h ich l i m i t t h e 

e f f e c t i v e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 

t h e s e commitments. The 

s t a t e i s n o t a m o n o l i t h , nor 

i s power e x e r c i s e d s i m p l y by 

p o l i t i c i a n s who promise 

r e f o r m . S t a t e r e f o r m s 

emerge f r o m a complex 

s t r u g g l e w i t h i n and between 

a l l l e v e l s o f t h e s t a t e , a 

s t r u g g l e i n w h ich t h e i n t e r ­

e s t s o f b o t h t h e dominant 

and dominated groups i n 

s o c i e t y must be r e p r e s e n t e d . 

Our s t r a t e g i e s cannot r e l y 

s i m p l y on c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h 

e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o 

e x t r a c t p o l i t i c a l commit­

ments. They must a l s o ad­

d r e s s t h e p o l i c y - m a k i n g 

p rocesses o f t h e s t a t e b u r ­

e a u c r a c y , where commitments 

a r e d e f i n e d and I n c o r p o r a t e d 

i n t o t h e o n g o i n g b u s i n e s s o f 

t h e s t a t e . R e f l e c t i o n s on 

our s t r u g g l e s w i t h t h e s t a t e 

o v e r t h e p a s t t w e n t y y e a r s 

can show us when and how we 

can i n f l u e n c e t h e s e p r o ­

cesses t o produce more sub­

s t a n t i v e r e f o r m s . 

Thus, w h i l e t h e l e g i s ­

l a t i o n i t s e l f — i n c l u d i n g 

amendments on coverage and 

t h e t e c h n i q u e s o f e v a l u a t i n g 

e q u a l v a l u e — d e s e r v e s c a r e ­

f u l s c r u t i n y , so do t h e 

p r o p o s a l s f o r t h e implemen­

t a t i o n o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n . 

But what does our e x p e r i e n c e 

t e l l us a b o u t l e g i s l a t i v e 

r e f o r m i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 

l i m i t s t h a t appear d u r i n g 

t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s t a g e ? Do 

we now have good r e a s o n — a s 

was suggested by one p a r t i ­

c i p a n t i n t h e w o r k s h o p — t o 

r e c o n s i d e r o u r demands f o r 

e q u a l pay l e g i s l a t i o n ? To 

r e j e c t B i l l 154? What we 

know i s t h a t l e g i s l a t i v e 

r e f o r m i s t h e p r e f e r r e d 

response o f t h e s t a t e , t h a t 

t h e economic and s o c i a l 

d i m e n s i o n s o f our i s s u e s a r e 

o f t e n d i s p l a c e d i n t h e p o l ­

i c y - m a k i n g processes o f t h e 

s t a t e i n f a v o u r o f l e g i s l a t ­

i v e s o l u t i o n s . A l t h o u g h we 

have been t a u g h t t h a t we can 

and s h o u l d t a k e advantage o f 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n h e r e n t 

i n l i b e r a l democracies -to 

e s t a b l i s h our r i g h t s i n law, 

we know t h a t t h e l e g a l sys­

tem i s n o t a n e u t r a l and 

i m p a r t i a l i n s t r u m e n t , and 

t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 

processes i n t h e c o u r t s a r e 

f l a w e d by t h e same b i a s e s as 

o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s i n s o c i ­

e t y . J u d i c i a l d i s c r e t i o n i n 

a system d o m i n a t e d by sex­

ism, r a c i s m and c l a s s i n t e r ­

e s t s c a n n o t o f f e r us t h e 
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labour 
p r o t e c t i o n t h a t we m i g h t 

once have assumed p o s s i b l e . 

But t h e f a c t t h a t 

l e g i s l a t i v e r e f o r m does n o t 

p r o v i d e any g u a r a n t e e o f our 

r i g h t s may n o t be t h e key 

reason t o q u e s t i o n our sup­

p o r t o f l e g i s l a t i v e p ropos­

a l s such as B i l l 154. Pur­

s u i t o f l e g i s l a t i v e r e f o r m 

has a l s o had t h e e f f e c t o f 

d i s o r g a n i z i n g t h e women's 

movement. The s t a t e can 

r e d e f i n e b o t h our i s s u e s and 

t h e way i n which we o r g a n i z e 

around t h e m — b y d i v e r t i n g us 

f r o m r e v o l u t i o n a r y demands 

f o r t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f 

t h e r e l a t i o n s o f power and 

t h e systems t h a t m a i n t a i n 

them and d r a w i n g us i n t c 

r e l i a n c e on t h e e x i s t i n g 

s t a t e t o p r o v i d e us w i t h 

e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s , and by 

s h i f t i n g t h e s i t e o f s t r u g ­

g l e f r o m t h e p o l i t i c a l and 

economic sphere i n t o t h e 

l e g a l s p h e r e , where t h e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f our i n t e r ­

e s t s i s p r o f e s s i o n a l i z e d and 

t h e i n f l u e n c e o f c o l l e c t i v e 

a c t i o n i s a l m o s t t o t a l l y 

e l i m i n a t e d . 

I n t h e workshop, we 

l e a r n e d f r o m McDermott's 

a n a l y s i s t h a t B i l l 154 w i l l 

supercede c o l l e c t i v e b a r ­

g a i n i n g a greements—weaken­

i n g t h e i n f l u e n c e o f u n i o n s 

on t h i s i s s u e , and p o t e n t i ­

a l l y on o t h e r i s s u e s a f f e c t ­

i n g women and men i n t h e 

l a b o u r f o r c e . The i m p l i c a ­

t i o n s a r e s e r i o u s — e v e n i f 

f e m i n i s t s ' n e g a t i v e e x p e r i ­

ences w i t h u n i o n s have sug­

g e s t e d t o some t h a t s t r u g ­

g l e s w i t h t h e s t a t e a r e 

p r e f e r a b l e t o a t t e m p t s t o 

combat t h e c h a u v i n i s m o f 

male u n i o n i s t s . Our e x p e r i ­

ence w i t h t h e s t a t e i l l u s ­

t r a t e s b o t h t h e dangers o f 

r e l y i n g on i t t o r e p r e s e n t 

our i n t e r e s t s and t h e impor­

t a n c e o f e s t a b l i s h i n g an 

o p p o s i t i o n a l s t a n d p o i n t . 

W h i l e u n i o n p r a c t i c e s t i l l 

l e a v e s much t o be d e s i r e d , 

t h e " t h e o r y " i s r i g h t . And, 

i f t h e s t a t e i s a l l o w e d t o 

c u r b t h e u n i o n s ' r o l e i n 

n e g o t i a t i n g e q u al pay, w i l l 

i t n o t be even e a s i e r f o r 

t h e s t a t e t o d i s r e g a r d fem­

i n i s t a t t e m p t s t o i n f l u e n c e 

s t a t e p o l i c y i n t h e f u t u r e ? 

I b e l i e v e t h e s e p e r ­

s p e c t i v e s on how t h e s t a t e 

responds t o our demands and 

l i m i t s t h e p o t e n t i a l o f 

r e f o r m s a r e examples o f what 

c o u l d have emerged from a 

d i s c u s s i o n o f our s t r u g g l e 

f o r e q u a l pay and subse­

q u e n t l y i n f o r m e d t h e debate 

about our response t o B i l l 

154. Why d i d n ' t t h e y ? D i d 

we s i m p l y l o s e s i g h t o f o u r 

e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e urgency o f 

t h e moment? Has t h e r e f o r m ­

i s t p o t e n t i a l o f t h e L i b -

eral/NDP a c c o r d obscured t h e 

r e a l l i m i t s and dangers o f 

B i l l 154? There were enough 

q u e s t i o n s about t h e d i s a d ­

vantages o f t h e l e g i s l a t i v e 

p r o p o s a l s t o c o n v i n c e me 

t h a t t h e a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e 

f o c u s on s t r a t e g i e s t o sup­

p o r t them c o u l d n o t be ac­

c o u n t e d f o r i n terras o f 

u r g e n c y o r t h e s e d u c t i v e 

q u a l i t i e s o f B i l l 154 a l o n e . 

I f n o t , t h e n what o t h e r 

b a r r i e r s t o debate were 

p r e s e n t i n t h e workshop? 

Could i t be t h a t t h e v e r y 

s t r u c t u r e o f t h e women's 

movement p r e s e n t s some b a r ­

r i e r s as w e l l ? 

The Equal Pay C o a l i ­

t i o n has l e d t h e b a t t l e f o r 

e q u a l pay i n O n t a r i o s i n c e 

197-, and t h e r e was a 

c l e a r l y a r t i c u l a t e d e x p e c t a -



t i o n f r o m many o f t h e p a r t i ­

c i p a n t s t h a t t h e y were de­

p e n d i n g on t h e C o a l i t i o n t o 

c o n s t r u c t t h e response o f 

t h e women's movement t o B i l l 

154. There was an under­

s t a n d a b l e d e f e r e n c e t o t h e 

views o f t h o s e r e p r e s e n t i n g 

t h e C o a l i t i o n — a f t e r a l l , 

t h e y a r e t h e e x p e r t s on t h e 

i s s u e . The response t o 

McDermott's a n a l y s i s o f t h e 

p r o p o s a l s and h e r r e q u e s t 

f o r s u p p o r t f o r t h e l e g i s l a ­

t i o n was v e r y p o s i t i v e . From 

t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e , i t was n o t 

s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e sugges­

t i o n i n t h e workshop t h a t we 

oppose t h e B i l l was q u i t e 

d e c i s i v e l y r e s i s t e d . Given 

t h e r e a l d i s a d v a n t a g e s o f 

B i l l 154 t h a t had begun t o 

emerge i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n and 

our e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e l i m i t s 

o f l e g i s l a t i v e r e f o r m how­

e v e r , t h e r e s i s t a n c e was 

s u r p r i s i n g . 

Arguments a g a i n s t 

o p p o s i n g t h e B i l l were n o t 

w e l l - d e v e l o p e d — r e l y i n g on 

t h e a s s e r t i o n t h a t t h e l e g ­

i s l a t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d a "good 

f i r s t s t e p " and c a t e g o r i z i n g 

o p p o s i t i o n as r a t h e r t h e o r ­

e t i c a l o r U t o p i a n . I had 

t h e d i s t i n c t f e e l i n g t h a t 

debate was s t i f l e d — n o t by 

t h e members o f t h e C o a l i ­

t i o n , who t e n t a t i v e l y ad­

m i t t e d t o some d i s s e n s i o n 

w i t h i n t h e i r r a n k s about t h e 

a p p r o p r i a t e response t o t h e 

B i l l , b u t by many o f t h e 

p a r t i c i p a n t s who may have 

f e l t uneasy about r e j e c t i n g 

t h e e x p e r t i s e o f t h e C o a l i ­

t i o n and perhaps even more 

uneasy about a t t e m p t i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s t o master t h e 

i n t r i c a c i e s o f t h e s t r u g g l e 

a t t h i s l a t e d a t e . 

T h i s r a i s e d q u e s t i o n s 

f o r me about t h e consequen­

ces o f o r g a n i z i n g t h e 

women's movement around 

s i n g l e i s s u e s . Has t h e " d i v ­

i s i o n o f l a b o u r " w i t h i n t h e 

movement made t h e assessment 

o f s t r a t e g i e s more d i f f i ­

c u l t ? Does t h e e x p e r t i s e 

a c q u i r e d by t h o s e concen­

t r a t i n g on a s i n g l e i s s u e 

d i s c o u r a g e c o n s t r u c t i v e 

c r i t i c i s m ? Do t h e p o l i t i c s 

o f movement- o r community-

based c o a l i t i o n s o r g a n i z e d 

t o l o b b y t h e s t a t e on i s s u e s 

l i k e e q u a l pay, d a y c a r e , and 

a b o r t i o n t e n d t o d i s c o u r a g e 

c r i t i c i s m o r d e b a t e — f r o m 

o u t s i d e o r i n s i d e ? 

Not o n l y does t h i s 

f o r m o f o r g a n i z i n g t e n d t o 

d i v i d e t h e movement on t h e 

b a s i s o f e x p e r t i s e ; b u t , 

because t h e success o f c o a l -
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i t i o n s u s u a l l y depends on 

t h e m e d i a t i o n o f a wide 

range o f p o l i t i c a l p e r p s e c -

t i v e s , i t tends t o l i m i t our 

p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g i e s t o 

t h o s e w h i c h a r e a c c e p t a b l e 

t o t h e m a j o r i t y . Given t h e 

dominance o f l i b e r a l and 

i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n s e r v a t i v e 

p e r s p e c t i v e on t h e q u e s t i o n 

o f p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m , r a d i c a l 

a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e u n l i k e l y t o 

be debated i n o r emerge f r o m 

c o a l i t i o n s u n l e s s t h e y a r e 

formed on t h e b a s i s o f a 

common commitment t o a r a d i ­

c a l p e r s p e c t i v e — a d i f f i c u l t 

t a s k indeed g i v e n t h e con­

f u s i n g a r r a y o f assumptions 

among f e m i n i s t s about t h e 

p o t e n t i a l o f r e f o r m by t h e 

s t a t e . I am n o t o f c o u r s e 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t we can a l l 

become e x p e r t s on e v e r y 

i s s u e o r t h a t c o a l i t i o n 

p o l i t i c s must be abandoned, 

b u t t h a t we need t o t a k e our 

own p r a c t i c e s i n t o a c c o unt 

as w e l l as t h o s e o f t h e 

s t a t e . 

Because my a n a l y s i s i s 

based on t h e absence o f 

d e b a t e — o n s i l e n c e r a t h e r 

t h a n on a c t u a l w o r d s — i t can 

be e a s i l y d i s p u t e d . Other 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s may be o f ­

f e r e d i n c o n t r a d i c t i o n . 

Whether t h e "mapping" o f t h e 

i s s u e and an a n a l y s i s o f t h e 

mechanisms would have broken 

some o f t h e s i l e n c e s and 

encouraged debate on how t h e 

s t a t e l i m i t s r e f o r m i s an 

e m p i r i c a l q u e s t i o n . Whether 

t h e debate would have p r e ­

sented a l t e r n a t i v e s t o t h e 

s u p p o r t o f B i l l 154 i s y e t 

a n o t h e r . But s u r e l y i t i s 

t i m e we s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r e d 

how our own s t r u c t u r e s and 

p r a c t i c e s m i g h t p r e v e n t t h i s 

debate fro m happening and 

how, i n t u r n , t h i s absence 

o f debate l i m i t s our demands 

f o r and responses t o s t a t e 

r e f o r m . 



Room to Move Suzanne F a l k i n e r , e d i t o r 

SldSh J e a n n e t t e A r m s t r o n g 

The Self-Completing Tree D o r o t h y L i v e s a y 

C y n t h i a F l o o d 

Vancouver 

Three d i v e r s e works t o b r i n g t o y o u r 

a t t e n t i o n : a c o l l e c t i o n o f s t o r i e s by 

A u s t r a l i a n women w r i t e r s , Room To Move, 

f r o m Unwin Paperbacks i n Sydney ( 1 9 8 5 ) ; a 

f i r s t n o v e l by J e a n n e t t e A r m s t r o n g , S l a s h 

( T h e y t u s Books, 1985); and, t h e s e l e c t i o n 

o f poems t h a t she would l i k e t o be 

remembered by, D o r o t h y L i v e s a y ' s The Self-

Completing Tree (Press P o r c e p i c , 1 9 8 6 ) . 

Room To Move, e d i t e d by Suzanne 

F a l k i n e r , i n c l u d e s 32 g r e a t l y v a r i e d 

s t o r i e s , some v i g n e t t e s , o t h e r s s u b s t a n t i a l 

p i e c e s , o f w hich t h e s e b r i e f e x c e r p t s 

suggest t h e range: 

My mother read me v e r s e s t h a t 

scanned. She t a u g h t me n o t t o 

s p l i t i n f i n i t i v e s . When o t h e r 

c h i l d r e n l e a r n e d c a t e c h i s m s , I 

r e c i t e d a f t e r h e r " D i f f e r e n t 

f r o m , o p p o s i t e t o , c o n t r a s t e d 

w i t h . " Thanks t o h e r , I t w i t c h 

e v e r y t i m e someone says 

"between you and I . " T h i s i s 

my dowry, i n t h a t o t h e r sense 

of n a t u r a l endowment. She 

t a u g h t me my mother t o n g u e . 

(Penelope N e l s o n , "The Dowry") 

The f i r s t s t a g e o f l o v e i s 

l o v e . I t l a s t s f o r hours or 

months o r any t i m e a t a l l b u t 

n o t l o n g . The second s t a g e o f 

l o v e i s n o s t a l g i a f o r t h e f i r s t 

s t a g e . I t i s c a l l e d l o v e . I t 

r e c r e a t e s l o v e i n t h e s e a r c h 

f o r t h e l o v e t h a t was. Do you 

agree? ( I n e z Baranay, "The 

Saddest P l e a s u r e " ) 

s a r a h s h e r e r reads t h e l a b e l as 

t h e l i t t l e t a b l e t l i e s on her 

t o n g u e , d i s s o l v i n g q u i e t l y , 

she knows she s h o u l d n ' t b u t she 

c a n ' t h e l p h e r s e l f , she e a t s 

them l i k e l o l l i e s , l i k e t h e y ' r e 

g o i n g o u t o f f a s h i o n , t h e 

b r e a t h on her f a c e and down he r 

b r e a s t s i n t o h e r l e g s , she 

s w e l l s and s t r e t c h e s on h e r 

bed. t u r n i n g her eyes suddenly 

l a n g u i d and s o f t as j e l l y , t h i s 

l i c o r i c e o f p l e a s u r e t e e t h and 

tongue t u r n i n g b l a c k b u t she 

c a n ' t h e l p h e r s e l f . (Bronwyn 

Sweeney, " L i c o r i c e Lozenges") 

The s t o r i e s a l s o e x h i b i t a p l e a s i n g v a r i e t y 

o f v i n t a g e i n t h e i r a u t h o r s ; s t o r i e s f r o m 

l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d A u s t r a l i a n women w r i t e r s 

appear a l o n g s i d e many f i r s t p u b l i c a t i o n s , 

and a r i c h t e x t u r e r e s u l t s . I n many o f t h e 

s t o r i e s t h e r e ' s a s t r o n g sense o f p l a c e 
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( p r o b a b l y more n o t i c e a b l e t o a non-

A u s t r a l i a n r e a d e r ) , and f o r us l i v i n g i n 

a n o t h e r f o r m e r B r i t i s h c o l o n y i t ' s 

i n t e r e s t i n g t o see how f e e l i n g s f o r and 

a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h B r i t a i n m a n i f e s t 

themselves i n modern A u s t r a l i a n w r i t i n g . 

O v e r a l l , Room To Move i s l e s s i n t e n s e l y 

f e m i n i s t than analogous Canadian 

a n t h o l o g i e s , b u t i n c l u d e s a h i g h e r 

p r o p o r t i o n o f works i n w h i c h t h e w r i t e r s 

have t a k e n t e c h n i c a l r i s k s . I recommend 

th e c o l l e c t i o n s t r o n g l y . 

J e a n e t t e A rmstrong's Slash i s , t o my 

knowledge, o n l y t h e t h i r d n o v e l p u b l i s h e d 

by a N a t i v e I n d i a n woman w r i t e r i n t h e i r 

c o u n t r y , B e a t r i c e C u l l e t o n ' s In Search of 

April Ralntree and B a r b a r a Smith's Renewal 

b e i n g t h e o t h e r t w o , and as such i t m e r i t s 

a warm welcome. New i n t h i s sense, Slash 

i s t r a d i t i o n a l i n o t h e r s : i t i s a n o v e l o f 

i d e a s and o f coming o f age. A r m s t r o n g has 

chosen f i r s t - p e r s o n n a r r a t i o n f o r t h e 

a u t o b i o g r a p h y o f S l a s h K e l a s k e t , an 

Okanagan I n d i a n who, as he grows f r o m c h i l d 

t o y o u t h t o mature a d u l t , c o n f r o n t s , 

compares, a n a l y s e s , and assesses a range o f 

v a l u e systems w i t h i n and w i t h o u t t h e N a t i v e 

community. For anyone w i s h i n g t o know more 

about t h e j o u r n e y s u n d e r t a k e n by N a t i v e 

people i n modern N o r t h A m e r i c a , t h i s book 

i s e s s e n t i a l r e a d i n g , f o r i t p r e s e n t s a 

panorama o f I n d i a n p o l i t i c a l and s p i r i t u a l 

e x p e r i e n c e s t h r o u g h t h e '60s, '70s and 

'80s. L i k e many n o v e l s o f i d e a s , i t i s 

s h o r t on c h a r a c t e r development, a t t i m e s 

v i r t u a l l y abandoning any a t t e m p t t o c r e a t e 

a f i c t i o n a l w o r l d and f o c u s s i n g e x c l u s i v e l y 

on e x p o s i t i o n . I a l s o f o u n d Slash's 

extreme sexism a b a r r i e r ( i n h e r a m b i t i o u s 

a t t e m p t t o c r o s s gender i n c r e a t i n g t h e 

persona f o r t h e n o v e l A r m s t r o n g may have 

over c o m p e n s a t e d ) . N o n e t h e l e s s , t h i s i s an 

a b s o r b i n g and I m p o r t a n t book, w i t h v a l u a b l e 

t h i n g s t o say about t h e i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s 

between t h e p e r s o n a l and t h e p o l i t i c a l . 

D o r o t h y L i v e s a y ' s The Self-Completing 

Tree ( b e a u t i f u l t i t l e ! ) w i l l d o u b t l e s s 

r e c e i v e wide c r i t i c a l a t t e n t i o n ; my purpose 

here i s t o encourage t h o s e n o t f a m i l i a r 

w i t h t h i s r e m a r k a b l e woman's work t o r e a d 

i t . L i v e s a y has t h r o u g h o u t h e r l o n g l i f e 

been p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e and has w r i t t e n 

c r e a t i v e l y about p o l i t i c s — a n d c r e a t i v e 

l i t e r a t u r e about p o l i t i c a l e x p e r i e n c e i s 

r a r e r t h a n a s n o w f l a k e i n h e l l i n t h i s 

c o u n t r y . F u r t h e r , t h a t women now f e e l some 

freedom t o w r i t e about our s e x u a l 

e x p e r i e n c e i s i n p a r t due t o women l i k e 

L i v e s a y , who have done so a t t i m e s when any 

such s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n was seen as 

d i s g u s t i n g , d i s g r a c e f u l , and so on. And 

s t i l l f u r t h e r , o f c o u r s e , she i s a 

w o n d e r f u l p o e t : 

The r e a l poems a r e b e i n g 

w r i t t e n i n o u t p o r t s 

on backwoods farms 

i n passageways where p a n t r i e s 

s t i l l e x i s t 

o r where geraniums 

n a i l l i g h t t o t h e window 

w h i l e o u t o f t h e window boy i n 

t h e f l y i n g f i e l d 

i s p u l l e d t o heaven on t h e k e e l 

of a k i t e . 

( "Without B e n e f i t o f Tape") 

I t ' s a f i n e c o l l e c t i o n . 
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The Decline of the American Empire 

( D i r e c t o r : Denys Arcand) 

"The Decline of the American 

Empire," directed by Quebec 

filmmaker Denys Arcand, is 

probably the most talked-

about Canadian film of the 

decade. Arcand Is a long¬

time member of the l e f t 

tntelligentsta i n Quebec, 

with a long l i s t of politic­

ally astute films to his 

credit, so D e c l i n e was bound 

to be interesttng. 

In talking casually 

about the film, Cayenne 

collective members discov­

ered that we had wildly 

mixed reactions to i t , rang­

ing from enthusiasm through 

mild criticism to outright 

host 11 It y. Four of us—Anne 

Fourt, Marie Lorenzo, Carol-

Anne O'Brien, and Judt Stev­

enson—decided to review the 

film i n the form of a col­

lective debate. Just i n 

case you haven't seen It 

yet, D e c l i n e Is structured 

as an ongoing conversation 

about l i f e and sex among 

eight women and men. Most 

of them are long-time 

friends and colleagues from 

a Quebec university history 

department. In the f i r s t 

halt of the film, the women 

are seen working out at a 

trendy gym while they dis­

cuss the men (and men i n 

general). Meanwhile back at 

Lake Memphremagog, the men 

are In the kitchen, prepar­

ing a gourmet dinner for 

them a l l , while discussing 

the women (and women i n 

general). 

In the second half of 

the film, women and men 

merge ( i n a part icularly 

beautiful scene), and gradu­

ally enter Into another 

battle In the war between 

the sexes. 

Cayenne's discussion 

focussed on a few key mo­

ments In t h i s complex film: 

( I ) the revelation by Domin­

ique (the chairperson of the 

history department, whose 

recently published book Is a 

discussion of the decline of 

the American empire) that 

she has secretly been lovers 

with two of the men present, 

one of whom is In a very 

traditional marriage to 

Louise; (2) the lengthy 

bantering exchange between 

the men about women's sex­

uality; ( 3 ) the Interrupt ton 

of the oh-so-ctvtlized din­

ner party by the arrival of 

Diane's macho working class 

lover; and ( 4 ) the portrayal 

of the gay male character tn 

the film. 

J u d l : When I saw t h e f i l m , I 

was so a n g r y about t h e h a t ­

r e d d i s p l a y e d by t h e men f o r 

t h e women, and a b o u t t h e 

c omplete d i s h o n e s t y t h a t 

r u l e d a l l o f t h e r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s — e v e n t h e r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s among t h e w o m e n — t h a t 

a l l my memories o f t h e f i l m 

were c o m p l e t e l y o b l i t e r a t e d 

by my r a g e . I was so a n g r y 

t h a t I f o r g o t why I was 

a n g r y , and i n f a c t , I agreed 

t o see i t a g a i n , on what can 

o n l y be d e s c r i b e d as a 

" f i r s t d a t e " . Now t h i s i s 

n o t a good f i l m t o go t o on 

a f i r s t d a t e ! The two o f us 

were c o m p l e t e l y u n a b l e t o 

t a l k t o one a n o t h e r a f t e r we 

came o u t o f t h e t h e a t r e — h e 

j u s t wanted t o l e a v e i n one 

d i r e c t i o n , and I j u s t wanted 

t o l e a v e i n t h e o t h e r ! And 

when we d i d t a l k about i t 

much l a t e r , i t t u r n e d o u t 

t h a t I had a g a i n been f e e l ­

i n g s p e e c h l e s s w i t h r age 

4 3 



a g a i n s t a l l men, i n c l u d i n g 

h i m , and he had been f e e l i n g 

s p e e c h l e s s w i t h aname f o r 

being a aan. So t h e male 

c h a r a c t e r s had t h e s t r o n g e s t 

l a p a c t on b o t h o f u s . 

Carol-Anne: I was r e a l l y 

a n gry t o o , because I f e l t I 

was f o r c e d t o s i t t h r o u g h 

misogyny. I h a t e d t h e male 

c h a r a c t e r s , and t h e p o r ­

t r a y a l o f t h e women showed a 

l a c k o f f e m i n i s t c o n s c i o u s ­

ness on t h e p a r t o f t h e 

f i l m m a k e r . There was no 

s o l i d a r i t y i n t h e r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s between t h e women. 

There's n o t h i n g b u t l i e s 

between them. And t h e women 

a r e n o t h i n g b u t s t e r e o t y p e s -

- D o a i n i q u e t h e b i t t e r , 

s i n g l e " c a r e e r " women, and 

L o u i s e , t h e d e v o t e d , g u l l ­

i b l e , s p o i l e d h o u s e w i f e . 

And I f o u n d t h e c l i a a x o f 

t h e f i l a — w h e n Dominique 

h u r t s L o u i s e by f l a u n t i n g 

h e r a f f a i r w i t h L o u i s e ' s 

h u s b a n d — t o be a n o t h e r s t e r ­

e o t y p e , where women a r e 

shown b e i n g b i t c h y . 

J u d i : My r e a c t i o n t o t h a t 

moment was, t h a n k god some­

one i s p r e p a r e d t o b r e a k 

t h r o u g h t h i s t i s s u e o f l i e s , 

and c o n f r o n t t h e f a c t t h a t 

a l l o f t h e s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

a r e founded on d e c e i t , power 

games, p o s s e s s i o n , cheap 

sex, and yawning gaps b e t ­

ween s o c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

and s e x u a l i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

M a r i e : Yes, f o r ae t h a t 

moment was what t h e whole 

f i l a was a b o u t , i t was t h e 

c l i m a x f o r ae. I f e l t t h e 

f i l m was t a l k i n g a b o u t how 

p e o p l e b l i n d t h e m s e l v e s i n 

d i f f e r e n t ways t o what i s 

r e a l l y g o i n g o n . I r e l a t e d 

t o i t a l o t . I saw f a m i l i a r 

c h a r a c t e r s e v e r y w h e r e , and 
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t h a t ' s why I f o u n d i t r e a l l y 

i n t e n s e . What was most 

i n t e n s e was how much I r e ­

l a t e d L o u i s e t o my mother. 

I r e a l i s e I m i g h t have a 

v e r y d i s t o r t e d r e a c t i o n 

because o f t h a t , b u t I f e l t 

L o u i s e d e s e r v e d t h e shock 

she g o t . Her whole l i f e was 

b u i l t on an i n c r e d i b l e s e l f -

d e c e p t i o n about h e r "happy 

f a m i l y " . I t h o u g h t i t was 

c r u e l t h e way Dominique 

d e s t r o y e d h e r i l l u s i o n s , b u t 

i t was about t i m e somebody 

d i d i t . And I know how h a r d 

i t must have been f o r her t o 

h e a r , b u t I do t h i n k p e o p l e 

have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a t 

some p o i n t t o s t o p d e c e i v i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s . I c a n ' t j u s t 

say i t ' s c a p i t a l i s t hege­

mony, and i t ' s n o t t h e i r 

f a u l t t h a t t h e y d o n ' t see 

t h e t r u t h about a n y t h i n g . 

To ae t h e whole f i l m was 

a b o u t t h a t , how a l l t h e s e 

p e o p l e a r e r e a l l y k i d d i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s . Oh t h e y ' r e so 

h i p and t r e n d y b u t t h o s e men 

a r e s e x i s t as a l l h e l l , and 

y e t t h e y go and p r e t e n d t o 

be p s e u d o - l e f t - t y p e p r o f s , 

r i g h t ? 

Carol-Anne: T h a t ' s i n t e r e s t ­

i n g , I d i d n ' t i d e n t i f y them 

as l e f t i s t . 

M a r i e : I t h o u g h t t h e f i l m 

was v e r y r e a l i s t i c , t h a t ' s 

why I l i k e d i t so much. I 

t h o u g h t i t had a l o t t o say 

about l e f t atmosphere i n 

t h a t k i n d o f upper m i d d l e 

c l a s s , i n t e l l e c t u a l p a r t o f 

Quebec. But I t h o u g h t t h e 

way t h e women t a l k e d about 

t h e men was r e a l i s t i c t o o . 

I know t h e r e wasn't a l o t o f 

s o l i d a r i t y between them, b u t 

t h e r e was t h e i n c r e d i b l e 

d i s r e s p e c t t h e y had f o r men, 

no r e s p e c t f o r them a t a l l . 

And i n a way I f e e l l i k e 

t h a t , t o o . T h a t ' s why I 

d i d n ' t f e e l a n g r y a t t h e 

aen, I j u s t d o n ' t expect 

them t o be any d i f f e r e n t . 

Anne: When I came o u t o f t h e 

t h e a t r e , I was t r e m e n d o u s l y 

u p s e t . Because on t h e s u r ­

f a c e you have t h i s g r e a t 



r o l e r e v e r s a l : t h e men a t 

home f o o l i n g around i n t h e 

k i t c h e n — e v e n though i t was 

t h e gay man who was d o i n g 

most o f i t — a n d t h e women 

w o r k i n g out a t t h e gym. But 

t h e r e was such a h o s t i l i t y 

t o t h e women deep down. I t 

j u s t s e n t s h i v e r s down my 

s p i n e when t h e y were t a l k i n g 

a b o u t , how can you s t i c k 

y o u r p e n i s i n t o that, mean­

i n g a wet v a g i n a . And f o r 

me t h a t was t h e s t r o n g e s t , 

most h o r r i b l e , moment o f t h e 

f i l m . 

J u d i : That p a r t i c u l a r speech 

made me a l m o s t h y s t e r i c a l 

w i t h a nger, and I guess I 

was t h a t a n g r y because I 

b e l i e v e t h a t l o t s o f men do 

t h i n k t h a t — t h a t women a r e 

d i s g u s t i n g o r e v i l o r 

f r i g h t e n i n g b l a c k h o l e s . 

And t h e f i r s t t i m e I saw t h e 

f i l m was i n a packed t h e ­

a t r e , and t h e men i n t h e 

a u d ience laughed u p r o a r i ­

o u s l y a t e v e r y one o f t h o s e 

speeches w h i c h mocked t h e 

women, e s p e c i a l l y t h e i r 

b o d i e s and t h e i r s e x u a l 

d e s i r e . No women l a u g h e d . 

Anne: I d i d n ' t r e a l l y f e e l 

t h a t L o u i s e b e i n g t o l d about 

h e r husband's a f f a i r s was a 

g r e a t moment, t h a t f i n a l l y 

p e o p l e were b e i n g h o n e s t . 

Dominique d i d i t t o g e t back 

a t t h o s e men who w o u l d n ' t 

g i v e h e r c r e d i t f o r h e r 

book. And i t was p a r t i a l l y 

done t o o , I guess because 

L o u i s e was b e i n g v e r y smug 

and p r e t e n t i o u s about h e r 

husband and h e r m i d d l e c l a s s 

l i f e . But t h a t was a l l she 

had t o aake h e r f e e l good. 

A l l t h e o t h e r women had 

" c a r e e r s " o f some s o r t and 

academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s o r 

a s p i r a t i o n s . I j u s t d i d n ' t 

see i t as a moment o f t r u t h 

i n t h o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

Carol-Anne: I d i d n ' t t h i n k 

i t was i m p o r t a n t as a moment 

o f t r u t h e i t h e r . To me, 

L o u i s e was l e s s s e l f - d e c e i v ­

i n g t h a n she was d e c e i v e d 

o v e r t h e y e a r s by h e r hus­

band and h e r f r i e n d s . As 

f o r t h e women n o t r e s p e c t i n g 

t h e men, t h e way I f e e l 

a bout c o n v e r s a t i o n s l i k e t h e 

one t h e woaen were h a v i n g i n 

t h e gym, i s t h a t I abhor 

t h e a l They r e p r e s e n t a 

c e r t a i n image o f l i b e r a t e d 

s e x u a l i t y i n w h i c h woaen 

t r e a t men as auch l i k e sex 

o b j e c t s as men t r e a t woaen. 

M a r i e : But why a r e you as-

s u a i n g t h a t t h i s f i l a i s 

about what i t should be 

l i k e ? I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t 

i t ' s a bout l i b e r a t e d s e x u a l ­

i t y a t a l l ! 

Carol-Anne: Yes, b u t i t 

reduces women's l i b e r a t i o n 

t o woaen h a v i n g l o t s o f 

s e x u a l a d v e n t u r e s w i t h men 

Because a l t h o u g h t h e women 

j o k e about men, t h e y d o n ' t 

s e r i o u s l y c h a l l e n g e t h e 

power o f aen, and t h e i r 

l i v e s c o n t i n u e t o r e v o l v e 

J u d i : T h i s i s a v e r y i n t e r ­

e s t i n g p o i n t — w h a t (s t h e 

purpose o f t h i s f i l m f r o m 

t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f t h e 

f i l m m a k e r ? I d o n ' t t h i n k 

t h e f i l m i s about l i b e r a t e d 

s e x u a l i t y e i t h e r . I t h i n k 

Arcand [ t h e d i r e c t o r ] i s 

s a y i n g t h a t t h e s e a r e hor­

r i b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p s , b u t 

t h e y a r e t h e l o g i c a l e x t e n ­

s i o n o f t h e k i n d o f obses­

s i o n s t h a t we've c r e a t e d i n 

upper m i d d l e - c l a s s s o c i e t y 

around t h e consumption o f 

f o o d , and t h e p a r a l l e l con­

sumption o f sex. 

And I t h i n k t h i s k i n d 

o f consumerism goes w i t h a 

l o s s o f hope around change 

i n t h e e x t e r n a l w o r l d , l i k e 

any k i n d o f p o l i t i c s . I 

r e a d i n t o t h e f i l m t h a t 

t h e s e a r e p e o p l e w i t h some 

k i n d o f p o l i t i c a l p a s t , o r 
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some k i n d o f vague p o l i t i c a l 

a s p i r a t i o n s t h a t t h e y ' v e 

g i v e n u p , i n a way t h a t I 

t h i n k i s v e r y t y p i c a l o f 

pe o p l e o f t h e i r g e n e r a t i o n . 

And maybe t h e f i l m ­

maker i s t r y i n g t o push t o 

an a b s u r d and r i d i c u l o u s 

extreme what can happen t o 

people who choose t o be c u t 

o f f f r o a s e r i o u s p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i v i t y . I n t h e i r s h a l l o w ­

ness t h e y have reduced t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o t h e s e 

h i g h l y c o n s u m e r i s t , b e a u t i ­

f u l , m a t e r i a l i s t i c shams, i n 

w h i c h sex i s p a r t o f t h e 

m a t e r i a l b e i n g exchanged. 

And t h i s i s an e x p r e s s i o n o f 

t h e u t t e r decadence o f t h a t 

c l a s s . And t h e c r i t i q u e 

goes beyond male-female 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n t h a t sense. 

A l l t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e 

e q u a l l y d i s g u s t i n g and h o r ­

r i b l e and o b j e c t i f i e d . 

Anne: As I u n d e r s t a n d i t , 

t h e f i l m is supposed to be a 

s o c i a l commentary about 

pe o p l e who were i n h e r i t o r s 

o f t h e Q u i e t R e v o l u t i o n . 

They're t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l 

e l i t e w h i ch r o s e t o p r o m i n ­

ence w i t h t h e P a r t i Q u é b é c ­

o i s , b u t never pushed any 

f u r t h e r . And as t h e p o l i t i ­

c a l p r o j e c t s o f t h e PQ and 

t h e l e f t , never went any­

where, t h i s e l i t e t u r n e d 

i n c r e a s i n g l y i n w a r d t owards 

s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n and s e l f -

g r a t i f i c a t i o n . 

But I t h o u g h t t h e 

whole r o l e o f t h e younger 

man who came i n , Diane's 

l o v e r , was loaded w i t h sym­

b o l i s m . To me he seemed t o 

r e p r e s e n t a n o t h e r a s p e c t o f 

Quebec s o c i e t y , t h e more 

t r a d i t i o n a l and macho work­

i n g c l a s s guy. He was t h e 

"heavy", and he combined a l l 

t h e s e s t e r e o t y p e s — 

J u d i : Chains and l e a t h e r -

Anne: And h i s v e r y p h y s i c a l 

p r e s e n c e — 

J u d i : — a n d d r i n k i n g t h e 

beer i n s t e a d o f t h e w i n e , 

r i g h t , t h a t was a whole 

c u l t u r a l s t a t e m e n t , r i g h t 

t h e r e i n one l i t t l e meta­

p h o r — 

Anne: But i t was such a 

c l i c h é , such a s t e r e o t y p e , 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , a l l t h e y 

want i s a... "cinquante" 

and t h e y p r o b a b l y d o n ' t e a t 

f i s h . And t h e n t o a s s o c i a t e 

him w i t h a s e x u a l r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p w i t h Diane t h a t I s v e r y 

v i o l e n t , I found t h a t d i s ­

t u r b i n g a l s o . 

J u d i : I t h i n k he was t h e r e 

t o show up t h e r e s t o f them 

as e f f e t e . Maybe he was 

drawn w i t h an i n c r e d i b l y 

heavy hand, j u s t so we'd a l l 

g e t t h e p o i n t . But t h e 

p o i n t was, l o o k a t t h i s 

e f f e t e bunch o f nincompoops, 

r i g h t , t h a t talk about sex 

i n s t e a d o f d o i n g i t . But 

t h e n what does t h a t make o f 

t h e s a d o - m a s o c h i s t i c r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p between h i a and 

Diane? I wasn't i n t e r e s t e d 

i n i t f r o a h i s p o i n t - o f -

v l e w , I was I n t e r e s t e d i n i t 

f r o m Diane's p o i n t - o f - v i e w . 

What i s t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p 

supposed t o be s a y i n g a b o u t 

women's s e x u a l i t y ? 

Carol-Anne: Diane t a l k s 

about t h e i n c r e d i b l e power 

o f t h e v i c t i m . 

R o o m o f One's O w n , a quarterly journal devoted to creative 
and critical writings by women, invites submissions for a special 
issue: "Working for a L iv ing , " to be published Summer 1988. 
Poetry, short fiction, graphics and reviews (query first for 
reviews) should be sent wi th SASE to "Working for a Liv ing ," 
Room of One's Own, P.O. Box 46160, Station G, Vancouver, 

B.C. V6R 4G5. Deadline: 30 November 1987. 
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M a r i e : Which she's conscious 

of, u n l i k e L o u i s e . Which 

means you don ' t a c t u a l l y 

r e l a t e t o Diane as a v i c t i » , 

r i g h t ? You can imagine h e r 

r e f l e c t i n g on i t , t h i n k i n g 

s e r i o u s l y about i t . 

But one o f my c r i t i c ­

isms o f t h e f i l m i s t h a t 

t h e y d i d n ' t p o r t r a y t h e gay 

man a c c u r a t e l y a t a l l . T h i s 

guy, w i t h an i m p l i e d p o l i t i ­

c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s , was j u s t 

s i t t i n g around and never 

once s a y i n g , what about me. 

There were a number o f t i m e s 

when t h e men made comments 

t h a t were h e t e r o s e x i s t , and 

he j u s t a c c e p t e d t h a t . And 

he o n l y t a l k e d about how he 

r e a l l y l o v e d t o c r u i s e . 

J u d i : But why d i d he have t o 

be b e t t e r t h a n t h e y w ere, 

j u s t because he was gay? 

There a r e l o t s o f gay men 

who a r e n ' t l i b e r a t e d , and we 

d o n ' t want t o r o m a n t i c i z e 

p e o p l e j u s t because t h e y a r e 

gay. 

Carol-Anne: But I f e l t i t 

was a r e a l l y n e g a t i v e s t e r ­

e o t y p e t h a t t h e o n l y gay 

pe r s o n i n t h e f i l m was some­

one who was i l l , and who g o t 

h i s t h r i l l o u t o f d a n g e r . 

J u d i : I t was a s t e r e o t y p e , 

b u t t h a t ' s n o t a l l t h a t was 

t r u e o f h i m . I saw him as 

t r a p p e d i n a h e t e r o s e x u a l 

w o r l d , and we saw t h e p a r t 

o f him t h a t had t o s u r v i v e 

i n t h e u n i v e r s i t y . P r o b a b l y 

h a v i n g s p e n t many y e a r s i n 

t h e c l o s e t , maybe s t i l l 

b e i n g i n t h e c l o s e t t o s t u d ­

e n t s , and p a r t l y o u t w i t h 

o n l y t h i s s m a l l group o f 

p e o p l e . W e l l , t h e y were so 

d i s h o n e s t w i t h one a n o t h e r , 

would you be honest w i t h 

them as a gay person and 

t e l l them t h e t r u t h ? I t was 

o n l y Diane t h a t he c o u l d 

t a l k t o about b e i n g i l l f o r 

example, because t h e i r ' l i b ­

e r a t e d s e x u a l i t y ' was a l l a 

t r i c k , a v e n e e r . 

M a r i e : I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t 

n e c e s s a r i l y , b u t I t h i n k he 

c o u l d v e r y e a s i l y have c h a l ­

lenged some o f t h e s t u f f 

t h e y were s a y i n g . But I 

a l s o t h o u g h t i t was i n t e r ­

e s t i n g t h a t t h e whole f i l m 

r e v o l v e d around s e x . 

Carol-Anne: I t h i n k Decline 

i s a bout sex because sex 

s e l l s m o vies. Audiences 

seem t o be t i t i l l a t e d by t h e 

e x p l i c i t d i s c u s s i o n s o f sex, 

and many men i n t h e audience 

i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e misogyny 

o f t h e male c h a r a c t e r s . 

T hat r a i s e s a whole o t h e r 

i s s u e f o r me. I know some 

pe o p l e were r e a l l y shocked 

by t h e sexism o f t h e men i n 

Decline, and were v e r y d i s ­

a p p o i n t e d i n t h e p o r t r a y a l 

o f t h e women, b u t f e l t t h a t 

t h e f i l m m a k e r was c r i t i c a l 

o f t h e s e t h i n g s . And I 

d o n ' t b e l i e v e t h a t . I do n ' t 

t h i n k we can assume t h a t by 

showing a c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n , 

you a r e a u t o m a t i c a l l y c r i t i ­

c a l o f i t . Perhaps Decline 

i s a m b i g i o u s because t h e 

d i r e c t o r i s c r i t i c a l o f 

decadence, b u t h i s c r i t i q u e 

i s n o t i n f o r m e d by f e m i n i s m . 

M a r i e : I t h i n k Decline i s 

c r i t i c a l . l ' a n o t s a y i n g 

t h i s i s t h e b e s t f i l m a bout 

sexism w i t h i n t h i s c l a s s , 

b u t i f you compare i t t o The 

Bis Chill— t o me t h a t f i l m 

was g r o s s and d i s g u s t i n g , 

and l o t s o f pe o p l e l o v e d i t , 

b u t t o me i t was s a y i n g , hey 

l i s t e n , i t ' s ok t o be young 

and i d e a l i s t i c , b u t t h e n 

t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g wrong when 

you s e t t l e down t o be happy 

and make l o t s o f money. And 

t h i s f i l m was e x a c t l y t h e 

o p p o s i t e . I t made i t d i s ­

g u s t i n g and decadent t o be 

t h i s way. 

Anne: I t h i n k t h a t was p a r t 

o f t h e c o n t r o v e r s y Decline 

s t i r r e d i n Quebec: i s t h i s 

f i l m a c r i t i q u e o f a c e r t a i n 

p a r t o f a c e r t a i n c l a s s i n 

Quebec? And i s t h i s a v a l i d 

c r i t i q u e ? Those were t h e 

q u e s t i o n s t h e debate t u r n e d 

a r o u n d . Some peo p l e who 

d i d n ' t t h i n k i t was a c r i t i ­

que f e l t i t was b a s i c a l l y an 

excuse f o r misogyny. Other 

p e o p l e who d i s a g r e e d were 

s a y i n g , t h i s i s a c r i t i q u e ; 

you d o n ' t have t o p a i n t 

e v e r y t h i n g w i t h a heavy hand 

i n o r d e r f o r a c r i t i q u e t o 

be made. And s t i l l o t h e r 

p e o p l e were a r g u i n g , t h i s i s 

a d i s t o r t i o n , i t d o e s n ' t 

r e f l e c t our l i v e s nor t h o s e 

o f o t h e r i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 

They c l a i m e d t h e f i l m m a k e r 

has h i s own agenda and t h e 

f i l m d oesn't r e a l l y r e f l e c t 

a n y t h i n g b u t h i s p e r s o n a l 
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