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editorial 
An Open Letter to our Readers 

y 

I n t h e a l l t o o b r i e f g r a c e 

p e r i o d between i s s u e s , t h e 

Cayenne c o l l e c t i v e paused 

f o r r e f l e c t i o n . We wanted 

and needed t o l o o k back on 

t h e p a s t ( a l m o s t t h r e e ! ) 

y e a r s o f o u r h i s t o r y . 

The need t o t h i n k 

about t h e p o l i t i c s o f pub­

l i s h i n g Cayenne was made 

more u r g e n t by t h e f a c t t h a t 

we a r e f e e l i n g t h e s t r e s s 

and s t r a i n ( n o t t o m e n t i o n 

t h e g r i n d ) o f p u t t i n g o u t a 

q u a r t e r l y magazine w i t h o n l y 

a few people and even f e w e r 

d o l l a r s . T h i s s i t u a t i o n i s 

s e r i o u s and must be a d d r e s s ­

ed i f Cayenne i s to con­

t i n u e . 

For t h e most p a r t we 

remain c o n v i n c e d t h a t 

Cayenne i s a u s e f u l and 

w o r t h w h i l e p o l i t i c a l p r o ­

j e c t , a s p e c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n 

which i s be&inninft t o f i n d 

i t s v o i c e and a u d i e n c e . At 

t h e same t i m e , we have s e r ­

i o u s q u e s t i o n s about b o t h 

i t s v a l i d i t y and i t s f e a s ­

i b i l i t y . We'd l i k e t o share 

our t h o u g h t s w i t h y o u . 

When Cayenne was 

founded a few y e a r s ago, we 

had a m b i t i o u s g o a l s . We 

f e l t t h a t s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

a c t i v i s t s needed a j o u r n a l 

f o r d ebate and a n a l y s i s , and 

we hoped Cayenne c o u l d be a 

t o o l t o s t i m u l a t e d i s c u s s i o n 

and c r i t i c a l t h i n k i n g . We 

t a l k e d about f a c i l i t a t i n g 

k i t c h e n t a b l e d i s c u s s i o n s — a 

t o - a n d - f r o exchange which 

would a l l o w us t o b u i l d on 

each o t h e r ' s e x p e r i e n c e s . 

Since t h a t t i m e b o t h 

t h e p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t and 

t h e magazine have changed. 

P o l i t i c a l l y , v i c t o r i e s 

a r e i n f r e q u e n t , i n s p i t e o f 

our e f f o r t s , which do n o t 

compare t o t h e r e t r o g r a d e 

l e g i s l a t i o n coming f o r t h 

f r o m t h e f e d e r a l government 

and some p r o v i n c e s . I n many 

s e c t o r s t h e r e seems t o be a 

l a c k o f energy o r b u r n o u t 

w h ich makes exchange d i f f i ­

c u l t . The process o f p o l i t ­

i c a l f r a g m e n t a t i o n i n 

T o r o n t o ( o u r a d m i t t e d p o l i t ­

i c a l and s t r u c t u r a l base) 

has c o n t i n u e d . 

There i s no doubt t h a t 

c r e a t i v e p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i ­

z i n g c o n t i n u e s . C o a l i t i o n 

b u i l d i n g remains an impor­

t a n t s t r a t e g y , and one t h a t 

many a c t i v i s t s and groups 

a t t e m p t t o i n t e g r a t e i n t o 

t h e i r p r a c t i c e . A l l over 

Canada, women a r e t r y i n g t o 

d e a l more o p e n l y and imag­

i n a t i v e l y w i t h t h e r a c i s m 

t h a t has l i m i t e d our u n i t y . 

And, i n s p i t e o f t h e f r a g ­

m e n t a t i o n t h a t does e x i s t , 

t h e r e a r e r a r e e v e n t s , such 

as t h e T o r o n t o Women and the 

State c o n f e r e n c e , t h a t suc­

ceed i n b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r 

l a r g e numbers o f women f o r a 

weekend t o r e f l e c t on t h e i r 

e x p e r i e n c e s . But f o r t h e 

most p a r t , women seem t o 

s t i c k t o t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r 

i s s u e s and r e f e r e n c e g r o u p s . 

A l t e r n a t i v e magazines, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y f e m i n i s t pub­

l i c a t i o n s , have n o t had an 

easy t i m e o f i t , Herizons 

and La Vie En Rose b e i n g two 

»f t-h, mnpp rprrpnt r a s 
u a l t i e s . We u n d e r s t a n d a l l 

t o o w e l l t h e dilemmas i n ­

v o l v e d i n e x e r c i s i n g t h e 

l i b e r a l s t a t e ' s "freedom o f 

t h e p r e s s . " I t t a k e s t i m e 

t o b u i l d a magazine, espec­

i a l l y one which dreams o f 

n a t i o n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s and a 

n a t i o n a l a u d i e n c e . I n t i m e s 

such as t h e s e h o l d i n g on t o 



editorial 
t h e t e r r a i n we have managed 

t o s t a k e o u t i s i n i t s e l f an 

accomplishment. 

A c t u a l l y , we a r e proud 

o f Cayenne's modest p o l i t ­

i c a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o a r e v ­

o l u t i o n a r y and f e m i n i s t 

v i s i o n o f women's and s o c i a l 

s t r u g g l e s i n Canada. 

Cayenne has had t o grow i n 

t h i s c o n t e x t where s u r v i v a l 

i t s e l f i s a v i c t o r y . But 

i t ' s n o t s i m p l y t h a t . 

We can name c o n c r e t e 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . We have 

some a c t i v e c o n t r i b u t o r s and 

c o l l a b o r a t o r s as w e l l as 

f a i t h f u l r e a d e r s who have 

s u p p o r t e d u s . We have f o l ­

lowed up on c e r t a i n I s s u e s 

such as daycare and c h o i c e , 

and f a c i l i t a t e d an exchange 

o f i n f o r m a t i o n and i d e a s . 

We argued a t l e n g t h i n t h e 

c o l l e c t i v e about how t o 

frame t h e debate around 

r a c i s m and IWD I n T o r o n t o I n 

1986, so t h a t t h e a r t i c l e s 

we p u b l i s h e d c o u l d 

c o n t r i b u t e p o s i t i v e l y . We 

have o c c a s i o n a l l y succeeded 

i n r e f l e c t i n g r e g i o n a l p e r ­

s p e c t i v e s and i n t e r e s t s i n 

our Toronto-based magazine. 

F u r t h e r , we have f r e q u e n t l y 

p u b l i s h e d a r t i c l e s about 

women and t h e i r s t r u g g l e s i n 

T h i r d World c o u n t r i e s w h i l e 

f o c u s i n g on i s s u e s o f s t r a ­

t e g y w hich concern us a l l . 

Thus, we s e r v e a r o l e i n 

h e l p i n g people keep a v i s i o n 

beyond t h e i r d a i l y k e n . 

However, i n s p i t e o f 

our e f f o r t s , Cayenne has 

f a l l e n s h o r t of our o r i g i n a l 

g o a l s . Cayenne has o n l y 

p a r t i a l l y served as a ve­

h i c l e t o f o s t e r d e b a t e . And 

a t t e m p t s "at a n a l y z i n g more 

g l o b a l l y how changes i n t h e 

p o l i t i c a l and economic con­

t e x t have a f f e c t e d women's 

l i v e s , women's i s s u e s and 

women a c t i v i s t s have been 

most n o t i c e a b l e by t h e i r 

absence. 
R e c o g n i z i n g our d i f f i ­

c u l t y i n p r o m o t i n g and sus­

t a i n i n g debate on t h e pages 

of t h e magazine does n o t 

e x p l a i n why t h i s o c c u r s . I t 

i s n o t e n t i r e l y because 

d i s c u s s i o n s a r e n o t happen­

i n g . They s t i l l o c c ur r e g u ­

l a r l y i n bars a f t e r meetings 

or i n c o n f e r e n c e s . Yet 

t h e s e d i s c u s s i o n s remain 

u n r e c o r d e d , u n d e r d e v e l o p e d . 

Why? 

How a r e s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t a c t i v i s t s a n a l y z i n g 

th e c u r r e n t coyuntura (a 

Spanish t e r m t o name t h e 

" p r e c i s e p o l i t i c a l moment")? 

How do we u n d e r s t a n d our 

s p e c i f i c h i s t o r y , say t h e 

l a s t f i f t e e n y e a r s ? What 

a r e t h e c u r r e n t s t r a t e g i c 

p r i o r i t i e s ? I s t h e r e r e a l l y 

a p o l i t i c a l (and o r g a n i z ­

a t i o n a l ) base f o r a s o c i a l ­

i s t f e m i n i s t p o l i t i c s ? Or 

have t h e a n a l y s e s and 

dreams t h a t seemed so sound 

i n t h e e a r l y '80s been modi­

f i e d i n l i g h t o f t h e p r a c ­

t i c e and r e a l i t y o f t h e l a s t 

few y e a r s ? What a r e t h e 

l e s s o n s o f c u r r e n t o r g a n i z ­

i n g e f f o r t s ? . . . . 

So many q u e s t i o n s . So 

much e x p e r i e n c e . And you 

can be a s s u r e d , many, many 

d i f f e r e n c e s . But so l i t t l e 

t i m e ? space? i n t e r e s t ? i n 

w r i t i n g and r e f l e c t i o n ? 

Cayenne i s s t i l l com­

m i t t e d t o t h e p o l i t i c a l g o a l 

o f f o s t e r i n g debate among 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s . But 

we're w o n d e r i n g . I s Cayenne 

th e b e s t v e h i c l e f o r t h i s ? 

Do Canadian s o c i a l i s t f e m i ­

n i s t s (and t h o s e o f you who 

read Cayenne i n o t h e r coun­

t r i e s ) f e e l t h e need f o r 

such a magazine? And do you 

f e e l Cayenne i s up t o d o i n g 

th e j o b ? Would our e n e r g i e s 

be b e t t e r spent bv l o o k i n g 

f o r o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e s ? For 

example, some s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s i n Germany have 

g a i n e d c o n t r o l o f two i s s u e s 

a yea r o f an e s t a b l i s h e d 

s o c i a l i s t . j o u r n a l (see a r ­

t i c l e , page 1 7 ) . Many 

people have l i m i t e d t i m e t o 

read p e r i o d i c a l s — i s Cayenne 

making an i m p o r t a n t enough 

c o n t r i b u t i o n ? 

P u t t i n g o u t a magazine 

i s c o s t l y . At t h i s p o i n t 

expanded womanpower i s ab­

s o l u t e l y c r u c i a l f o r 

Cayenne. We a r e n o t g o i n g 

t o be a b l e t o c o n t i n u e d o i n g 

even t h i s much, l e t a l o n e 

d e v e l o p o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

and our r e a d e r s h i p , w i t h o u t 

new b l o o d , new energy and 

new b o d i e s . Your h e l p as a 

p r o m o t e r / s u b s c r i b e r , as a 

w r i t e r / c o n t r i b u t o r , as an 

e d i t o r / p r o o f e r , l a y o u t p e r ­

son, i s n e c e s s a r y i f t h i s 

p r o j e c t i s t o c o n t i n u e and 

grow. L e t us know what you 

t h i n k . 

/ 
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letters 
Dear S i s t e r s , 

You may be aware t h a t f l i g h t 

a t t e n d a n t s a t W a r d a i r have 

lodged a c o m p l a i n t t o t h e 

Human R i g h t s Commission, 

a l l e g i n g t h a t W ardair uses 

i t s f emale f l i g h t a t t e n d a n t s 

as sex o b j e c t s . The com­

p l a i n t i s based l a r g e l y on 

d i s c r i m i n a t o r y grooming 

r e g u l a t i o n s , eg. we must 

wear make-up, we must wear 

h i g h h e e l e d shoes, we must 

m a i n t a i n company s p e c i f i e d 

w e i g h t , and we must shave 

our l e g s and underarms. 

These r e g u l a t i o n s f o r 

females a r e l a i d o u t i n t h e 

f l i g h t a t t e n d a n t manual and 

a r e s t r i c t l y e n f o r c e d . 

We would l i k e you t o 

h e l p us by w r i t i n g t o t h e 

company, as p u b l i c p r e s s u r e 

seems t o be t h e t h i n g t o 

w hich Wardair responds b e s t . 

I f t h e y t h i n k t h e y may l o s e 

b u s i n e s s , t h e y may change 

t h e i r a r c h a i c and s e x i s t 

p o l i c i e s . 

We a r e n o t a l l o w e d t o 

wear s l a c k s , o n l y s k i r t s and 

d r e s s e s . Our j o b i s p h y s i ­

c a l l y demanding and r e q u i r e s 

a l o t o f manual work which 

we would f e e l more d i g n i f i e d 

and c o m f o r t a b l e p e r f o r m i n g 

i f we had t h e o p t i o n o f 

w e a r i n g s l a c k s . A l s o , we 

would no l o n g e r have t o show 

o f f our l e g s f o r t h e passen­

g e r s . 

Please h e l p us by 

t e l l i n g W a r d a i r t h a t you 

s u p p o r t o t h e r Canadian a i r ­

l i n e s , w h ich do a l l o w t h e i r 

f emale F/As t o wear s l a c k s . 

W a r d a i r i s t h e o n l y a i r l i n e 

we know o f which does n o t 

a l l o w s l a c k s f o r women. 

Senka D u k o v i c h , who 

f i l e d t h e c o m p l a i n t and 

spoke on i t t o t h e media, 

has been d i s c i p l i n e d by t h e 

company and suspended f o r 

two weeks w i t h o u t pay. We 

f e e l t h e company i s t r y i n g 

t o i n t i m i d a t e o t h e r women 

fr o m s p e a k i n g o u t and sup­

p o r t i n g t h e c o m p l a i n t when 

i t i s i n v e s t i g a t e d by t h e 

Human R i g h t s Commission. 

Rest a s s u r e d t h a t t h e 

e x p l o i t a t i o n o f f e m a l e 

f l i g h t a t t e n d a n t s by a i r ­

l i n e s has been documented 

and i s h i s t o r i c a l l y sound. 

T h i s e x p l o i t a t i o n c o n t i n u e s 

t o d a y , as i s o b v i o u s i n 

W a r d a i r ' s p o l i c i e s , and we 

a r e t r y i n g t o r i g h t t h e 

s i t u a t i o n s t e p by s t e p . 

Coverage o f t h e Human R i g h t s 

c o m p l a i n t was on t h e f r o n t 

page o f t h e Globe and Hail 

on March 2 1 , so Wardair 

s h o u l d expect t o hear fro m 

women's g r o u p s . The suspen­

s i o n has a l s o r e c e i v e d media 

c o v e r a g e . We a r e c o n v i n c e d 

i t i s o n l y t h e p u b l i c who 

can change W a r d a i r ' s mind. 

Please send l e t t e r s 

t o Peter Bolton, Vice-Presi­

dent , Customer Relations, 

Wardair Canada Inc., 3111 

Convair Drive, Mississauga, 

Ontario, L5P 1CZ. I t would 

be h e l p f u l i f you c o p i e d us: 

Women's Committee - L o c a l 

4015, A i r l i n e D i v i s i o n o f 

CUPE, S u i t e 3 0 1 , 5415 Dundas 

S t r e e t West, I s l i n g t o n , 

O n t a r i o , M9B 1B5. 

M a r i l y n e White 

C h a i r p e r s o n , 

D i v i s i o n Women's Committee 

Canadian Union o f P u b l i c 

Employees 

Dear Cayenne: 

Thank you v e r y much f o r t h e 

copy o f Cayenne. The a r t ­

i c l e on t h e P h i l i p p i n e s 

Women's Movement was i n t e r ­

e s t i n g . I would l i k e t o 

share w i t h you t h e l a t e s t 

developments w i t h GABRIELA. 

We a r e c u r r e n t l y p r e ­

p a r i n g a Women's L e g i s l a t i v e 

Agenda which we p l a n t o 

p r e s e n t and l o b b y f o r when 

th e P h i l i p p i n e s Congress 

convenes t h i s y e a r . T h i s i s 

a v e r y i m p o r t a n t campaign 

because, a t p r e s e n t , s e v e r a l 

laws t h a t d i s c r i m i n a t e 

a g a i n s t women a r e s t i l l v e r y 

much c o n t a i n e d i n our l e g a l 

codes and systems. 

We hope t o be a b l e t o 

come up w i t h " c r e a t i v e " and 

" e f f e c t i v e " methods o f 

l o b b y i n g , j u s t l i k e t h e 

m u c h - p u b l i c i z e d T a p e s t r y 

Campaign f o r Women's R i g h t s 

w hich GABRIELA spearheaded 

when t h e Commission d r a f t i n g 

t h e P h i l i p p i n e s C o n s t i t u t i o n 

convened l a t e l a s t y e a r . 

Perhaps you can share 

w i t h us some m a t e r i a l s on 

how you conduct l o b b y work 

f o r Women's R i g h t s t h e r e i n 

Canada? We w i l l a p p r e c i a t e 

i t v e r y much i f you can 

share w i t h us some o f yo u r 

s u c c e s s f u l e x p e r i e n c e s . Of 

c o u r s e , you can s t i l l e x p e c t 

t h a t GABRIELA w i l l c o n t i n u e 

t o pursue m i l i t a n t a c t i o n s 

t h a t we know f r o m e x p e r i e n c e 

t o be e f f e c t i v e i n a s s e r t i n g 

our r i g h t s . 

I n May t h i s y e a r , 

GABRIELA o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d i t s 

p l a n t o s e t up a N a t i o n a l 

S e r v i c e Center t h a t p r o v i d e s 

s e r v i c e s f o r g r a s s r o o t s 

women, engages i n p r o j e c t 

development, o r g a n i z e s r e g ­

i o n a l c h a p t e r s o f GABRIELA, 

develops p u b l i c a t i o n s work, 
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f u n d r a i s e s and promotes 

h e a l t h and w e l f a r e programs 

f o r women. 

There a r e two impor­

t a n t GABRIELA a c t i v i t i e s 

which t h e N a t i o n a l S e r v i c e 

Center i s p r e p a r i n g f o r . 

The f i r s t i s a n a t i o n a l 

s e m i n a r / c o n s u l t a t i o n on 

women's h e a l t h i s s u e s b e i n g 

h e l d i n September. Through 

t h i s a c t i v i t y , we hope t o 

s t a r t up e f f o r t s a t p o p u l a r ­

i z i n g women's h e a l t h i s s u e s 

and o r i e n t i n g e x i s t i n g 

h e a l t h care t o meet t h e 

needs o f women. We hope t o 

f o l l o w - u p t h i s a c t v i t i t y 

w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e programs 

and s e r v i c e s t o promote t h e 

h e a l t h needs o f women and 

c h i l d r e n . We r e a l i z e , t o o , 

t h e g r e a t need t o r a i s e 

women's consciousness and 

i n c r e a s e t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o f t h e i r own bo d i e s and 

r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s . I t i s 

a b a s i c s t e p t h a t women must 

t a k e t o a s s e r t g r e a t e r con­

t r o l over t h e i r own b o d i e s . 

The second event i s a 

n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e on Women 

and Development. T h i s i s 

a c t u a l l y a g a t h e r i n g o f 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f member-

o r g a n i z a t i o n s w hich a r e 

c u r r e n t l y u n d e r t a k i n g i n ­

c ome-generating and w e l f a r e 

programs f o r women, espec­

i a l l y f r o m t h e g r a s s r o o t s . 

One o f t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f 

t h i s c o n f e r e n c e i s a compre­

h e n s i v e d i s c u s s i o n on gender 

i s s u e s i n development w i t h i n 

t h e P h i l i p p i n e s c o n t e x t . A t 

t h e end, we hope t o be a b l e 

t o come up w i t h an i n t e ­

g r a t e d program f o r women and 

development, perhaps by 

d r a w i n g up a women's d e v e l ­

opment agenda t h a t we can 

pursue and advocate f o r i n 

t h e y e a r s t o come. A l o n g 

w i t h t h i s , we i n t e n d t o 
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d e v e l o p an e d u c a t i o n a l cam­

p a i g n on t h e impact o f t h e 

debt c r i s i s on women. 

I n A u g u s t , GABRIELA 

w i l l co-sponsor w i t h CWR 

(C e n t e r f o r Women's 

Resources) a f o u r - d a y t r a i n ­

e r s ' t r a i n i n g on t h e educ­

a t i o n module t h a t CWR has 

j u s t f i n i s h e d p u b l i s h i n g . 

T h i s i s r e a l l y an a t t e m p t t o 

s y s t e m a t i z e s p o r a d i c educ­

a t i o n e f f o r t s i n i t i a t e d by 

v a r i o u s member o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

o f GABRIELA. 

Perhaps you have 

l e a r n e d by now t h a t t h e 

A l l i a n c e f o r New P o l i t i c s 

(ANP) c a n d i d a t e s l o s t i n t h e 

l a s t P h i l i p p i n e s Congres­

s i o n a l e l e c t i o n s . However, 

I am happy t o t e l l you o f 

t h e warm r e c e p t i o n g i v e n by 

t h e p e o p l e i n t h e p l a c e s we 

v i s i t e d d u r i n g t h e campaign. 

A l t h o u g h we l o s t , we were 

a b l e t o promote a new k i n d 

o f p o l i t i c s t h a t i s based on 

an i n t e l l i g e n t d i s c u s s i o n o f 

c r u c i a l i s s u e s , i n c l u d i n g 

women's c o n c e r n s . These 

were t h e agenda we p r e s e n t e d 

b e f o r e our audiences e v e r y ­

where we went. 

W i t h t h e e l e c t i o n s 

o v e r , we c o n t i n u e t o wage 

our s t r u g g l e f o r a r e a l 

r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e b a s i c 

problems o f l a n d l e s s n e s s , 

U.S. d o m i n a t i o n , p e o p l e ' s 

o p p r e s s i o n and women's i n ­

e q u a l i t y . T h i s we hope t o 

a c h i e v e by c o n t i n u i n g t o 

empower our p e o p l e and 

w o m e n . . . . 

I n s i s t e r h o o d and 

s o l i d a r i t y 

N e l i a Sancho, 

E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 

GABRIELA 

If you have experiences 
and/or ret lections to share 
with GABRIELA about lobbying 
efforts in Canada please 
write P.O. Box 4366, Manila 
2800. Philippines,. 

For more Informât ton on the 
lexal/constttutlonal situ­
ation of women in the Phil­
ippines see a recent issue 
of Piglas-Diwa: Issues and 
Trends about Women of the 
P h i l i p p i n e s , the Center for 
Women's Resources (CWH)'s 
newsletter. It is available 
in the PRC resource center 
(Cayenne o f f i c e ) or you can 
subscribe by send inn $U$5 
plus postage to the CWR, 2nd 
Floor Har Santos Buildtnn, 
43 A. Roces Avenue, Quezon 
City, The Philippines. 



Pay Equity in Ontario: Coalition Politics 
Pat McDermott 

T o r o n t o 

I n her a r t i c l e "Pay E q u i t y : 

Why No Debate?" (Cayenne 

Spr/Sum 87) Sue F i n d l a y 

d i s c u s s e s what she terms t h e 

" b a r r i e r s t o debate" p r e s e n t 

i n t h e pay e q u i t y workshop 

a t t h e Fe b r u a r y Women and 

the State Conference. I 

t h i n k t h e major b a r r i e r can 

be t r a c e d back t o c o a l i t i o n 

p o l i t i c s - - s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e 

p o l i t i c s o f t h e O n t a r i o 

Equal Pay C o a l i t i o n (EPC). 

As F i n d l a y p o i n t s o u t , 

the women's movement has 

come t o depend on v a r i o u s 

s p e c i a l i z e d c o a l i t i o n s t o 

l e a d t h e f i g h t on p a r t i c u l a r 

i s s u e s . I n t h i s case t h e 

EPC has f o r over a decade 

k e p t up t h e p r e s s u r e on t h e 

government t o b r i n g i n 

e q u a l - p a y - f o r - w o r k - o f - e q u a l -

v a l u e l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I n t h e p a s t two years 

t h e s t r u g g l e became c r i t i c a l 

w i t h t h e promise o f e q u a l -

v a l u e l e g i s l a t i o n i n t h e 

O n t a r i o Liberal/NDP a c c o r d . 

Two complex p i e c e s of d r a f t 

l e g i s l a t i o n were i n t r o d u c e d : 

B i l l 105 f o r t h e p u b l i c 

s e r v i c e was t a b l e d f i r s t , 

f o l l o w e d by B i l l 154 t o 

cover t h e b r o a d e r p u b l i c and 

th e p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 

The EPC s p o s i t i o n on 

B i l l 105 was b a s i c a l l y t h a t 

i t was c o n f u s i n g and weak 

l e g i s l a t i o n ; however, i t s 

p o s i t i o n on B i l l 154 was 

g e n e r a l l y p o s i t i v e — i t was 

"a good f i r s t s t e p . " How 

th e C o a l i t i o n came t o sup­

p o r t B i l l 154, d e s p i t e i t s 

many weaknesses, can p a r t l y 

be e x p l a i n e d by t h e p o l i t i ­

c a l make-up o f t h e Coal­

i t i o n , p a r t l y by t h e necess­

i t y o f c o n s t a n t l y f i g h t i n g 

t h e b u s i n e s s o p p o s i t i o n and 

t o some e x t e n t by e x c i t e ­

ment, e x h a u s t i o n and f e a r . 

Needless t o say t h e 

EPC i s n o t composed s o l e l y 

o f l e f t - l e a n i n g women's 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I t i s made 

up o f a broad p o l i t i c a l 

spectrum fro m t h e YWCA and 

t h e Business and P r o f e s s ­

i o n a l Women's Group, t h r o u g h 

t o t h e mainstream l a b o u r 

movement and a m i n o r i t y o f 

" l e f t - o f - t h e - N D P " groups 

(IWDC, WWIW and so o n ) . 

Given t h i s p o l i t i c a l compos­

i t i o n , i t s h o u l d be no s u r ­

p r i s e t h a t t h e t h r u s t o f 

s o c i a l change t h a t emerges 

i s d e c i d e d l y r e f o r m i s t and 

n o t concerned w i t h , t o qu o t e 

F i n d l a y , " r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

demands f o r t h e t r a n s f o r ­

m a t i o n o f power." The 

p o l i t i c s a r e r e a l - w o r l d 

C A T H Y by C a t h y C u î s e w i t c 
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p a r t y p o l i t i c s t h a t p l a y 

themselves o u t w i t h b e h i n d -

the-scenes l o b b y i n g and t h e 

acknowledgement t h a t each 

p r e s s u r e group c a n ' t g e t 

e v e r y t h i n g i t wants. I t i s 

a w o r l d o f c o m p r o m i s e — n o t 

o n l y w i t h i n t h e C o a l i t i o n — 

b u t w i t h a s t a t e t h a t i s 

o p e n l y t r y i n g t o appease 

b o t h women and t h e b u s i n e s s 

community. 

I t must n o t be f o r g o t ­

t e n t h a t t h e C o a l i t i o n ' s 

p r e s s u r e f o r l e g i s l a t i o n 

w h i ch p r o v i d e s f o r e q u a l pay 

f o r work o f equal v a l u e has 

been c o n f r o n t e d by an i n ­

c r e a s i n g l y o r g a n i z e d em­

p l o y e r l o b b y . U n l i k e many 

women's i s s u e s , such as 

a b o r t i o n , employment e q u i t y , 

or day c a r e , equal v a l u e 

c o u l d p l a c e a r e l a t i v e l y 

heavy f i n a n c i a l onus on b o t h 

t h e s t a t e and e s p e c i a l l y 

e m p l o y e r s . I n t h i s sense i t 

I s a women's i s s u e t h a t can 

c h a l l e n g e , i n a v e r y d i r e c t 

way, c a p i t a l i s t o r g a n i z a -

' t i o n s . 

How d i d t h e EPC come 

t o s u p p o r t B i l l 154? 

B r i e f l y t h e two major e v e n t s 

l e a d i n g up t o t h i s d e c i s i o n 

were: f i r s t t h e Green Paper 

He a r i n g s on pay e q u i t y t h a t 

t o u r e d t h e p r o v i n c e , and 

s e c o n d l y , t h e t a b l i n g o f 

B i l l 105—pay e q u i t y l e g i s ­

l a t i o n f o r p u b l i c s e r v i c e 

w o r k e r s . The EPC was ex­

t r e m e l y a c t i v e , n o t o n l y i n 

p r e s e n t i n g a l e n g t h y b r i e f 

t o t h e Green Paper P a n e l , 

b u t a l s o i n o r g a n i z i n g i t s 

member groups t h r o u g h o u t 

O n t a r i o t o appear a t t h e 

H e a r i n g s . The c o n s t a n t 

presence o f women's groups 

a t t h e s e h e a r i n g s was im­

p o r t a n t t o c o u n t e r t h e 

st e a d y stream o f b u s i n e s s 

opponents and t o ensure 

bal a n c e d media c o v e r a g e . 

F i n a l l y , i n F e b r u a r y 

1986 B i l l 105 had i t s f i r s t 

r e a d i n g , i n l a t e s p r i n g i t 

r e c e i v e d i t s second r e a d i n g 

and went i n t o L e g i s l a t i v e 

Committee over t h e summer. 

B i l l 105 was t o p r o v i d e "pay 

e q u i t y " f o r t h e O n t a r i o 

p u b l i c s e r v i c e — a p p r o x i ­

m a t e l y 2% o f t h e t o t a l num­

ber o f women i n t h e p a i d 

l a b o u r f o r c e i n t h e p r o v ­

i n c e . T h i s incomprehens­

i b l e , complex and p o o r l y 

d r a f t e d B i l l p r e s e n t e d a 

s o b e r i n g c h a l l e n g e t o t h e 

C o a l i t i o n . I t t o o k hundreds 

of hours t o d e c i p h e r t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n i n o r d e r t o make 

an a r t i c u l a t e r e s p o n s e . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o 

n o t e t h a t even though B i l l 

105 was c l e a r l y weak, and 

th e main t a r g e t o f t h e l e g ­

i s l a t i o n — t h e O n t a r i o P u b l i c 

S e r v i c e Employees U n i o n — h a d 

begun t o mount a s e r i o u s 

c h a l l e n g e t o t h e B i l l , t h e r e 

were s t i l l members o f t h e 

EPC t h a t urged t h e C o a l i t i o n 

t o s u p p o r t t h e B i l l . T h i s 

s e e m i n g l y s t r a n g e p o s i t i o n 

appeared t o be one a r r i v e d 

a t m o s t l y out o f f e a r t h a t 

t h i s would be a l l t h a t t h e 

Liberal/NDP a c c o r d would 

produce and t h i s would be 

th e l a s t chance t o put some­

t h i n g i n t o p l a c e b e f o r e a 

L i b e r a l m a j o r i t y . 

6 



The s u g g e s t i o n i s made 

by some women t h a t t h e EPC 

s u p p o r t B i l l 105 a l s o may 

have been a r r i v e d a t o u t o f 

f a t i g u e and f r u s t r a t i o n . 

Everyone became t i r e d o f EPC 

meetings t h a t would end up 

i n complex l e g a l d e b a t e s . On 

th e o t h e r hand, t h o s e who 

u n d e r t o o k t o t r a n s l a t e t h e 

B i l l i n t o an u n d e r s t a n d a b l e 

f o r m a t f o r C o a l i t i o n members 

w i t h o u t l e g a l t r a i n i n g , were 

more c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e B i l l 

would be a d i s a s t e r n o t o n l y 

f o r t h e p u b l i c s e r v i c e , b u t 

as a model f o r t h e l e g ­

i s l a t i o n t h a t was t o f o l l o w . 

Thus a consensus emerged 

t h a t t h i s B i l l would be 

opposed. 

When B i l l 154 was 

f i n a l l y t a b l e d , most 

C o a l i t i o n members were r e ­

l i e v e d and some were even 

q u i t e e x c i t e d . Here a t l a s t 

was coverage f o r b p t h t h e 

p u b l i c and p r i v a t e s e c t o r s , 

and a d r a f t b i l l t h a t was 

e a s i e r t o u n d e r s t a n d . T h i s 

i s n o t t o say i t i s an 

a c c e s s i b l e p i e c e o f l e g i s ­

l a t i o n — i t i s n o t . But i t 

was s i g n i f i c a n t l y more com­

p r e h e n s i b l e t h a n i t s p r e ­

decessor B i l l 105. 

For t h o s e EPC members 

concerned about t h e r o l e o f 

u n i o n s , B i l l 154 a l s o ap­

peared t o have a s t r o n g e r 

r o l e f o r c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n ­

i n g i n t h e pay e q u i t y p r o ­

cess . 

The Strengths and Weaknesses 
of Working in Coalitions 

The EPC
1

 s d e c i s i o n t o be 

h i g h l y c r i t i c a l o f B i l l 105 

encouraged o t h e r groups t o 

express s i m i l a r doubts about 

t h e l e g i s l a t i o n , and i n t u r n 

a i d e d i n i t s e v e n t u a l w i t h ­

d r a w a l . I t i s a l s o l i k e l y 

t h a t i t had t h e e f f e c t o f 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g B i l l 154 from 

women's p e r s p e c t i v e . The 

s t a t u s o f t h e EPC as a l a r g e 

and u n i f i e d C o a l i t i o n s u r e l y 

h e l p e d t o mount p r e s s u r e f o r 

t h e removal o f B i l l 105 and 

t h e t a b l i n g o f a b e t t e r 

p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n . I n d i ­

v i d u a l groups would n o t 

l i k e l y have been a b l e t o 

a n a l y z e t h e B i l l and produce 

a comprehensive c r i t i q u e i n 

th e s h o r t t i m e a v a i l a b l e . 

A nother major advan­

t a g e t h e C o a l i t i o n has had 

i n t h e f i g h t f o r equal pay 

f o r work o f equal v a l u e , 

b e s i d e s t h e o n g o i n g exper­

t i s e needed t o d i s s e c t and 

respond t o complex l e g i s ­

l a t i o n , has c l e a r l y been t h e 

c o n s i s t e n t media coverage. 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e l o c k ­

up t h a t f o l l o w s t h e t a b l i n g 

o f a d r a f t b i l l , t h e media 

are ready t o r e c e i v e t h e 

responses o f l o b b y g r o u p s . 

The response must be made 

t h e n , o r you l o s e t h e c r i t ­

i c a l l y i m p o r t a n t media 

needed t o make y o u r p o i n t on 

th e i s s u e . 

There i s no doubt i t 

would have been a s e r i o u s 

p o l i t i c a l b l u n d e r n o t t o 

have had a c l e a r message 

about t h e C o a l i t i o n ' s p o s i ­

t i o n on B i l l 154 a f t e r t h e 

l o c k - u p . The problem w i t h 

t h i s however, i s t h a t we 

b a s i c a l l y had t o d e c i d e how 

we would respond before t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n was r e l e a s e d . 

T h i s was done by s e t t i n g 

b a s i c parameters about what 

would be a c c e p t a b l e and what 

would make t h e C o a l i t i o n 

oppose t h e b i l l . T h i s d e c i ­

s i o n i s c r i t i c a l s i n c e once 

a group comes o u t i n f a v o u r 

of o r a g a i n s t a p a r t i c u l a r 

l e g i s l a t i v e i n i t i a t i v e , i t 

i s d i f f i c u l t t o say l a t e r 

t h a t i t has changed i t s 

mind. 

The EPC s d i s c u s s i o n s 

b e f o r e t h e l o c k - u p produced 

an overwhelming m a j o r i t y who 

s u p p o r t e d a p o s i t i v e r e ­

sponse t o t h e l e g i s l a t i o n 

u n l e s s i t was s e r i o u s l y 

f l a w e d i n terms o f i t s 

coverage o r t h e mandatory 

onus i t p l a c e d on t h e 

employer. Thus as a r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e o f a l o n g - t e r m 

member group ( O r g a n i z e d 

Working Women) o f t h e 

C o a l i t i o n , I p e r s o n a l l y f e l t 

bound i n my workshop on Pay 

E q u i t y a t t h e Women and t h e 

S t a t e Conference, t o a v o i d 

o p e n l y c r i t i c i s i n g t h e EPCs 

p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e l e g i s ­

l a t i o n was "a good f i r s t 

s t e p . " 
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Thus i n some ways t h e 

s t r e n g t h s of a broad-based 

c o a l i t i o n t h a t has t h e p o l i ­

t i c a l s o p h i s t i c a t i o n t o 

speak i n a s t r o n g and d e c i ­

s i v e v o i c e a t p o l i t i c a l l y 

c r i t i c a l t i m e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t o t h e media, can l e a d t o 

what c o u l d be termed 

" b a r r i e r s t o debate." By 

h a v i n g t o have a c l e a r and 

u n i f i e d p o s i t i o n — p e r h a p s 

t o o q u i c k l y — a l a r g e C o a l i ­

t i o n tends t o g e t l o c k e d 

i n t o a p o s i t i o n . I n t h i s 

sense we a r e , as F i n d l a y 

n o t e s , w o r k i n g on t h e 

S t a t e ' s t i m e t a b l e . 

For EPC member groups 

t h a t d i d n o t s u p p o r t t h e 

"good f i r s t s t e p " p o s i t i o n , 

t h e r e was o f c o u r s e t h e 

o p t i o n o f p u l l i n g out o f t h e 

C o a l i t i o n . Given t h e em­

p l o y e r l o b b y a g a i n s t t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n and t h e poten­

t i a l l y s e r i o u s consequences 

o f harming t h e u n i t e d push 

t o g e t a pay e q u i t y b i l l 

passed, p r e f e r a b l y b e f o r e 

th e end o f t h e Liberal/NDP 

a c c o r d , t h i s o p t i o n would do 

much more harm than good. 

I n d i v i d u a l g r o u p s , a l t h o u g h 

s u p p o r t i n g the " s p i r i t " o f 

th e EPC's p o s i t i o n , were 

c e r t a i n l y f r e e t o c r i t i q u e 

B i l l 154 i n t h e i r p u b l i c a ­

t i o n s , as w e l l as p r e s e n t i n g 

b r i e f s t o t h e l e g i s l a t i v e 

committee s t u d y i n g t h e B i l l . 

A g a i n , however, t h e 

r e a l i t y of too many b r i e f s 

c o u l d have r e s u l t e d i n a 

s t a l l e d o r slow l e g i s l a t i v e 

committee t h a t m i g h t s t i l l 

have been a s s e s s i n g t h e B i l l 

as t h e a c c o r d ended, and 

w i t h i t t h e p o l i t i c a l w i l l 

t o implement pay e q u i t y . So 

a g a i n t h e r e was p r e s s u r e n o t 

t o be t o o e x p a n s i v e i n one's 

c r i t i c i s m , f o r f e a r o f ex­

t e n d i n g t h e committee hear­

i n g f o r t o o l o n g . 

The Legalization of Women's 
Issues 

I t i s q u i t e c l e a r t h a t t h e 

l e g a l n a t u r e o f what has 

come t o be known as pay 

e q u i t y p r e s e n t s a major 

b a r r i e r t o d i s c u s s i o n s about 

th e i s s u e . Most people do 

n o t have l e g a l t r a i n i n g , and 

w i t h o u t i t , i t can be d i f f i ­

c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e i n s 

and o u t s o f how t h e l e g i s ­

l a t i o n i s supposed t o work. 

As anyone knows, when i t 

comes t o l e g a l m a t t e r s you 

have t o c a r e f u l l y read t h e 

f i n e p r i n t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

w i t h O n t a r i o ' s Pay E q u i t y 

Ac t even l a w y e r s a r e unsure 

about t h e i n t e n t and meaning 

of t h e f i n e p r i n t . 

As F i n d l a y p o i n t s o u t , 

workshop p a r t i c i p a n t s may 

have f e l t uneasy about 

m a s t e r i n g t h e i n t r i c a c i e s o f 

pay e q u i t y , and t h e r e f o r e 

d i d n o t f e e l f r e e t o f u l l y 

d e bate t h e wisdom o f sup­

p o r t i n g t h i s p i e c e o f l e g i s ­

l a t i o n . B e l i e v e me, t h i s 

unease w i l l n o t be e a s i l y 

overcome. Pay e q u i t y i n 

N o r t h America i s a v e r y 

l e g a l and t e c h n i c a l e n t e r ­

p r i s e , and t h i s f a c t c r e a t e s 

s e r i o u s h a r r i e r s t o communi­

c a t i o n . I'm n o t sure what 

can be done about t h i s . 

For one t h i n g , i t i s 

i m p o r t a n t t o do y o u r own 

p e r s o n a l and group s t u d y i n g 

and t h i n k i n g about t h e i s s u e 

and n o t l e a v e i t t o t a l l y t o 

one C o a l i t i o n . I t i s f a r 

t o o much work f o r one group 

t o h a n d l e . I mentioned 

e a r l i e r t h a t one reason f o r 

some people w a n t i n g t o 

accept B i l l 154 was exhaus­

t i o n . There have been many 

p e r i o d s i n t h e p a s t two 

years when t h e EPC met two 

and t h r e e times a week f o r 

l o n g , t e d i o u s meetings about 

l e g i s l a t i v e amendments. 

Given t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f t h e 

two B i l l s we were d e a l i n g 

w i t h , t h e s e meetings l e f t 

p e o p l e , a l l o f whom work a t 

f u l l t i m e j o b s , d r a i n e d and 

o f t e n f r u s t r a t e d . I t i s 

easy t o l o s e one's perspec­

t i v e when i n v o l v e d i n such a 

p r o c e s s . 

Now t h a t i t l o o k s l i k e 

Pay E q u i t y i s becoming a 

r e a l i t y i n O n t a r i o , t h e r e 

w i l l indeed be debates about 

i t f o r y e a r s t o come. Hope­

f u l l y t h e s e debates w i l l be 

i n f o r m e d , as we a l l l e a r n 

more about what i s i n s t o r e 

f o r women. Perhaps t h e 

demand w i l l become e q u a l pay 

f o r work o f equal v a l u e i n a 

way t h a t we can a l l under­

s t a n d — n o t a demand drowned 

i n l e g a l e s e and j o b e v a l u a ­

t i o n t e c h n i q u e s and methodology. 

GO! 



Nicaragua: Women Take Issue 
More than 4,000 women from a i l over Nicaragua participated i n AMNLAE's Third National 

Assembly on March 8, 1987. AMNLAE
1

 s leadership presented a balance of the last year's work 

with women, they approved a new organizational line for the Association and elected a new 

executive. At the same meet inn the FSLN presented i t s manifesto on women's liberation i n 

Nicaragua. In the months since then the discussion around women's struggle tor equality I n 

the context of the revolut ion has been taken up by almost every sector i n the country, and 

is without doubt significant for feminist and socialist activists everywhere. Cayenne wants 

to share some of the background, discussion and issues. 

Marie Lofenzo was able to interview Heliette Ehlers, secretary of the women's program 

of the Union of Agricultural Workers, C A T C — A s o c i a c i o n de T r a b a j a d o r e s d e l Caapo.), who have 

been a major force behind some of the strategtc changes In AMNLAE adopted at the March 

Assembly. She is now on AMNLAE's national executive. 

We've included background on the recent changes In AMNLAE's political line and 

organization, as well as excerpts from the FSLN proclamât Ion. 

Finally, Sofia Montenegro's article will give you an idea of the way the debate is 

being taken up i n the pages of B a r r i c a d a . 

Organizing Women: Rural Women Challenge AMNLAE 
An Interview with Heliette Ehlers 

Marie: Tell us about the 

debate around the role of 

AMNLAE that culminated In 

the organization's restruc­

turing last March 8. 

H e l i e t t e : The debate 

r e v o l v e d around what t h e 

n a t u r e o f a mass women's 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s h o u l d be. 

Many say t h a t women need o u r 

v e r y own o r g a n i z a t i o n where 

we c o u l d d i s c u s s our own 

i s s u e s i n o r d e r t o t r a n s f o r m 

our i d e o l o g y . And o t h e r s o f 

us say, we do have t o 

r e f l e c t on our i s s u e s by 

o u r s e l v e s , b u t i n o r d e r t o 

a c t w i t h i n each s e c t o r we 

have t o have a space i n s i d e 

i t , n o t be s e p a r a t e d . We 

have t o have an o r g a n i z e d 

v o i c e , AMNLAE, i n our coun­

t r y . But we have t o be 

i n v o l v e d where men a r e , t o o . 

That i s where we have t o do 

our i d e o l o g i c a l work w i t h 

them, w i t h i n t h e o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n , n o t o u t s i d e i t . What 

good does i t do f o r women t o 

overcome t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 

problems o f our s u b o r d i n a ­

t i o n i f i t does n o t r e s u l t 

i n a change i n men's a t t i ­

t u d es? 

FSLN- Nombres y mujeres a luchar contra obstàculos y discriminaciôn 

LtiA 

* » 4 

We, T i n t h e ATCl a r e 

o f t e n a sked, what w i l l 

happen t o women when t h e war 

i s o v e r ? How much power 

w i l l we have i n o u r s o c i e t y ? 

W i l l we have so l i t t l e power 

t h a t men w i l l be a b l e t o 

s i l e n c e us a g a i n , o r w i l l we 

have such g r e a t power t h a t 

we w i l l be a b l e t o d e c i d e 

how we l i v e , a t our work­

p l a c e and i n s o c i e t y ? W i l l 

we be s i t t i n g a t t h e same 

t a b l e w i t h men s p e a k i n g f o r 

o u r s e l v e s , o r w i l l we be 

be h i n d them t a l k i n g t h r o u g h 

t h e i r v o i c e s ? 

When t h e war i s over 

what w i l l women do? W i l l 

men t a k e over our j o b s and 

send us home? I t h i n k t h i s 

i s an i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d ­

e r a t i o n f o r our s t r a t e g y t o 

s t r e n g t h e n AMNLAE. I'm n o t 

sur e what happened t o women 

i n Canada a f t e r t h e two 

wars, b u t I imagine t h a t 

though thousands o f women 

went t o work, t h e y d i d n o t 

o r g a n i z e a l a r g e women's 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t c o u l d 

i n f l u e n c e government p o l i ­

t i c s . For u s , a s t r o n g 

women's o r g a n i z a t i o n i s 

s t r a t e g i c a l l y n e c e s s a r y . 

When t h e war i s o v e r , AMNLAE 

must be a f o r c e so g r e a t 

t h a t i t w i l l be i m p o s s i b l e 

t o h o l d women back. But t o 

have t h i s power we must be 

u n i t e d , we must a l l be r e ­

p r e s e n t e d and ready t o de­

fe n d a l l o f our demands. 

Nicaraguan women have 

advanced more i n e i g h t y e a r s 

t h a n t h e USSR o r Cuba i n a l l 

t h e i r y e a r s . I n Cuba, f o r 

example, t h e y were c o n t e n t 

t o have a v e r y t r a d i t i o n a l 

women's o r g a n i z a t i o n , such 

as AMNLAE was i n t h e 

b e g i n n i n g , i n o t h e r words, 

o u t s i d e t h e s o c i e t y . They 

d i d n o t i n v o l v e themselves 

i n t h e spheres o f men, t h e y 

remained s e p a r a t e , m o b i l i ­

z i n g women t o ensure t h e 

s u r v i v a l o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n . 

They c o n c e n t r a t e d on g e t t i n g 

t h e c o n d i t i o n s f o r m a t e r i a l 

p r o g r e s s i n p l a c e , and 

s u b o r d i n a t e d a l l o t h e r 

i n t e r e s t s t o t h i s g o a l . 

We t e l l t h e Cubans, we 

have been a b l e t o combine 

t h e s e t h i n g s . I n t h e m i d d l e 

of t h e a g g r e s s i o n , we have 

been a b l e t o move t h e 

economy f o r w a r d , w i t h o u t 

f o r g e t t i n g t h a t t h e r e a r e 

women o u t t h e r e , women who 

need s p e c i a l c o n d i t i o n s i n 

o r d e r t o work. For example, 

t h e f i r s t women a c t i v i s t s i n 

th e Cuban r e v o l u t i o n were i n 

th e u n i o n s . Then when t h e 

Women's F e d e r a t i o n was 

c r e a t e d , t h e u n i o n s had no 

more use f o r t h e women. 

They became t h e r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n . 

So t h e women were m a r g i n a l ­

i z e d . I n t h e S o v i e t Union 

t h e r e i s an enormous women's 

a s s o c i a t i o n . But women do 

n o t have a major I n f l u e n c e 

i n t h e r u n n i n g o f S o v i e t 

s o c i e t y . We have more 

i n f l u e n c e on t h e p o l i t i c a l , 

economic and s o c i a l l i f e o f 

t h i s c o u n t r y because we a r e 

o r g a n i z e d w i t h i n our 

s e c t o r s . I t i s a g r e a t 

t e m p t a t i o n f o r women t o have 

t h e i r own o r g a n i z a t i o n . But 

we may l o s e o u r s e l v e s i n 

t h a t t e m p t a t i o n . 

When AMNLAE was 

o r i g i n a l l y c o n c e i v e d , i t s 

p r i m a r y i d e a was t h a t women 

s h o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e i n b u i l d ­

i n g and d e f e n d i n g t h e r e v ­

o l u t i o n i n a l l i t s t a s k s . 

But AMNLAE wasn't needed f o r 

t h a t , because women p a r t i ­

c i p a t e d whether AMNLAE was 

t h e r e o r n o t . I t ' s f u n d a ­

m e ntal t a s k now s h o u l d be t o 

i d e n t i f y t h e b a s i c l i m i t ­

a t i o n s t o women's e q u a l 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n , n o t t o s o l v e 

them, b u t t o f a c i l i t a t e a 

r e f l e c t i o n on t h e problems 

by women themselves u n t i l 

t h e y can move t o r e s o l v e 

them f o r t h e m s e l v e s . Women 

need t o d i s c u s s among them­

s e l v e s : "What's t h e m a t t e r 

w i t h me? Why am I n o t i n 

th e same p o s i t i o n as my 

comrades? Why do I have t o 

s t a y home more o f t e n t h a n my 

husband? What's p r e v e n t i n g 

me from w o r k i n g f o r t h e 

r e v o l u t i o n ? I have a dou b l e 

l o a d and no one i s h e l p i n g 

me w i t h t h a t . " 

I n t h e p a s t , AMNLAE 

was n o t a b l e t o conduct t h i s 

k i n d o f r e f l e c t i o n . I t d i d 

n o t assume t h a t r o l e . I t 

t r i e d t o encourage p a r t i c i p ­

a t i o n i n s t e a d . But t h a t was 

n o t what was needed. Since 

l a s t March 8 I t h i n k AMNLAE 

i s b e g i n n i n g t h i s dynamic. 

But i t has t o overcome i t s 

tendency t o b e l i e v e women 

must p a r t i c i p a t e w i t h o u t 

s e e i n g t h a t women are p a r t i ­

c i p a t i n g . 

AMNLAE has made t h e 

m i s t a k e o f p r e a c h i n g i t s 

" l i n e " t o l o c a l women. I t s 

members had g r e a t l y d e v e l o p ­

ed t h e i r a b i l i t y t o speak, 

b u t had reduced t h e i r a b i l ­

i t y t o h e a r . We i n t h e ATC 

want t o do t h e o p p o s i t e . We 

ar e d e v e l o p i n g our e a r s , we 

want t o hear what t h e women 

want t o r e f l e c t on, n o t 

t e a c h them our l i n e . People 

may implement a l i n e , b u t 

t h e y d o n ' t know why t h e y 

f o l l o w i t . What must be 

done i s l e t p e o p l e d e v e l o p a 
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l i n e o f t h e i r own and t h e n 

t h e y ' l l f o l l o w i t k n o w i n g l y . 

For example, we cannot 

s t a r t by t a l k i n g o f t h e 

problems i n t h e p r i v a t e 

sphere f i r s t , b u t r a t h e r we 

must s t a r t w i t h t h e s o c i a l 

sphere: i n o r d e r t o go t o a 

u n i o n m e e t i n g , a women 

far m w o r k e r must s t r u g g l e a t 

home t o c o n v i n c e t h e man t o 

s t a y home w i t h t h e k i d s . I t 

doesn't work i n t h e r e v e r s e ; 

she i s n o t g o i n g t o f i g h t 

w i t h him f i r s t and t h e n 

d e v e l o p a d e s i r e t o go t o a 

u n i o n m e e t i n g . We have t o 

s t a r t w i t h t h e p u b l i c t o 

reach t h e p r i v a t e , because 

th e p r i v a t e i s h a r d e r t o 

r e a c h . 

And I t h i n k AMNLAE has 

s t a r t e d t o change. Cer­

t a i n l y t h e ATC's p a r t i c i p a ­

t i o n on t h e n a t i o n a l 

e x e c u t i v e Tof AMNLAE] i s 

based on t h a t b e l i e f . 

AMNLAE i s b e g i n n i n g t o 

f a c i l i t a t e a women's 

movement p r e s e n c e , a p r e s ­

ence t h a t women i n t h e 

l a b o u r i n g s e c t o r , i n t h e 

h e a l t h s e c t o r , i n t h e 

t e a c h i n g s e c t o r , can a l l 

f e e l i s t h e i r own. They need 

t o f e e l t h a t t h e i r problems 

won't be r e s o l v e d by AMNLAE, 

bu t t h a t t h e y can r e s o l v e 

them themselves w i t h i n t h e i r 

s e c t o r . 

AMNLAE must a l s o 

d e v e l o p s u f f i c i e n t s t r e n g t h 

t o c o n f r o n t t h e s t a t e and 

say: " T h i s p o s i t i o n t a k e n 

by t h e government d i s c r i m i n ­

a t e s a g a i n s t women." "That 

law h u r t s women," o r "We 

need t h i s - a n d - t h i s law." I n 

o t h e r words, i t must be t h e 

v o i c e o f women, coming from 

a p o s i t i o n of power. 

Marie: When and how were 

AMNLAE's approach and struc­

ture actually challenged, 

and are the changes now 

comple te? 

H e l i e t t e : For a number o f 

y e a r s , women i n t h e ATC have 

been s a y i n g t h a t what AMNLAE 

must do i s i n f l u e n c e t h e 

women i n t h e s e c t o r s . But 

t h a t i d e a , though a d o p t e d , 

was n o t implemented. The 

same s t y l e o f l e a d e r s h i p 

c o n t i n u e d — o r g a n i z i n g women 

i n s e p a r a t e groups t o f i g h t 

f o r t h e i r own c o n c e r n s , t o 

t r y t o emancipate themselves 

o u t s i d e t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e 

r e s t o f s o c i e t y . So t h e ATC • 

argued t h a t t h e women i n t h e 

ATC a r e a c h a p t e r o f AMNLAE 

here i n s i d e t h e ATC. But 

AMNLAE d i d n o t r e c o g n i z e 

t h a t what t h e women i n t h e 

ATC were d o i n g was AMNLAE 

work. So i t was a separ­

ation—AMNLAE on t h e one 

hand, t h e ATC on t h e o t h e r . 

And t h e r e were d i f f i c u l t i e s 

on b o t h s i d e s , n o t .lust on 

AMNLAE's, we must be s e l f -

c r i t i c a l . ATC women a l s o 

m a r g i n a l i z e d o u r s e l v e s f r o m 

AMNLAE, c r i t i c i z i n g i t as i f 

i t were u n r e l a t e d t o u s , n o t 

our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

Then i n September 

1986, when we had t h e second 

assembly o f women farmwork­

e r s , where AMNLAE women 
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p a r t i c i p a t e d , b u t o n l y as 

o b s e r v e r s , t h e comandante 

V i c t o r T i r a d o c a l l e d upon 

AMNLAE t o make t h i s work by 

women i n t h e ATC, t h e i r 

work, t o o . He s a i d , t h e r e ' s 

c l e a r l y something i m p o r t a n t 

g o i n g on here b u t AMNLAE has 

n o t y e t r e a l i z e d i t s p o t e n ­

t i a l . So t h a t ' s when t h e 

r e a l d i s c u s s i o n began about 

AMNLAE's work, t h e r o l e o f 

t h e s e c t o r s , AMNLAE's i n t e r ­

n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , e t c . 

What was i n t e r e s t i n g 

was t h a t t h e FSLN N a t i o n a l 

D i r e c t o r a t e t o o k on d i s c u s s ­

i n g t h i s t o o . I t was so 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l t h a t AMNLAE 

o r g a n i z e d a s p e c i a l c o n f e r ­

ence t o see what pe o p l e 

t h o u g h t . But t h e i m p o r t a n t 

t h i n g i s t h a t we d i d n o t l e t 

happen t o us what o f t e n 

happens i n o t h e r women's 

movements, which i s t h a t t h e 

d i f f e r e n t t e n d e n c i e s s p l i t 

so much t h a t t h e y do n o t 

succeed i n r e a c h i n g a common 

p o s i t i o n . We argued t h a t 

t h e women's l i b e r a t i o n 

movement i s l i k e an i d e a , an 

idea t h a t p e n e t r a t e s t h e 

s e c t o r s and t h a t t h e s e c t o r s 

t h e n t a k e up as t h e i r own 

work. I t s h o u l d n o t be a 

group w h i c h comes a l o n g and 

imposes i d e a s w h i c h may even 

be c o n t r a r y t o t h e work 

a c t u a l l y b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t 

i n t h e s e c t o r . AMNLAE has 

t o be t h a t i d e a o f women
1

 s 

l i b e r a t i o n t h a t f i n d s i t s 

p l a c e among t h e d a i l y t a s k s 

o f women, f i n d s t h e c o n t r a ­

d i c t i o n s i n t h o s e t a s k s , 

f o r m u l a t e s t h e demands o f 

t h e women and f i g u r e s o u t 

how t o f i g h t f o r them. So 

t h a t women a r e n o t o n l y 

t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e m s e l v e s , b u t 

a l s o t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t — t h e 

p r o d u c t i v e e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e 

r e p r o d u c t i v e e n v i r o n m e n t , 

t h e commercial e n v i r o n m e n t , 

wherever t h e y a r e . And t h i s 

i s what was approved f i n 

AMNLAE's c o n v e n t i o n l on 

March 8, 1987. 

A n a t i o n a l committee 

o f AMNLAE was formed t h a t 

had a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m 

e v e r y o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t was 

w o r k i n g w i t h women. The ATC 

i s t h e r e , FETSALUD f t h e 

H e a l t h w o r k e r s ' U n i o n l , t h e 

Union o f P r o f e s s i o n a l 

Workers, t h e I n d u s t r i a l 

Workers' U n i o n . . . t h e r e s t i l l 

i s n ' t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n f r o m 

a l l t h e s e c t o r s , b u t t h a t ' s 

our i n t e n t i o n . 

Marie: How was AMNLAE pre­

viously organized? 

H e l i e t t e : I t was o r g a n i z e d 

by r e g i o n s and l o c a l 

c h a p t e r s . There was a 

n a t i o n a l e x e c u t i v e o f s i x o r 

seven women, and t h e 

s t r u c t u r e was from t h e t o p 

down. For example, i n 1980, 

a t a s k s e t by AMNLAE was t o 

c o l l e c t b o t t l e s f o r tomato 

sauce. There were thousands 

o f women, o u t i n t h e cooper­

a t i v e s , i n t h e r u r a l s e c t o r , 

t h a t d i d n o t f e e l t h a t was 

t h e i r most i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . 

Now AMNLAE has begun 

t o f u n c t i o n i n t h i s new way. 

UNAG f U n i o n o f C o o p e r a t i v e 

Workers 1 r e c e n t l y had a 

women's c o n f e r e n c e , i n t h e 

ATC we h e l d our t h i r d 

women's assembly i n Septem­

ber o f t h i s y e a r , i n t h e 

h e a l t h s e c t o r t h e women a r e 

s t a r t i n g t o o r g a n i z e them­

s e l v e s , and a l l t h i s i s 

AMNLAE's work. The sum o f 

a l l t h e s e demands a r e t h e 

demands o f AMNLAE, t h e l i n e 

AMNLAE must c a r r y o u t . 

So we have been 

t a l k i n g about n o t c e l e b r a t ­

i n g AMNLAE's 10 t h a n n i v e r ­

s a r y t h i s September as we 

u s u a l l y do. The u s u a l p r a c -
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interview 
c o n s i d e r t h e FSLN t o be our 

p a r t y , .Just as i n t h e ATC we 

c o n s i d e r them t o be our 

p a r t y . We s u p p o r t t h e 

program o f t h e government 

because we b e l i e v e i t b e s t 

r e p r e s e n t s t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 

th e w o r k i n g c l a s s . Every 

p a r t y i n Nicaragua has a 

women's g r o u p , t h e S o c i a l ­

i s t s , t h e M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s . 

But t h e FSLN i s t h e p a r t y 

t h a t has t h e most women 

I n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o i t s 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . . . . 

t i c e i s t o have a c o n v e n t i o n 

d u r i n g w hich AMNLAE r e v i e w s 

i t s work over t h e year and 

th e n e x t y e a r ' s l i n e o f work 

i s d e t e r m i n e d . T h i s y e a r we 

a r e p r o p o s i n g t h a t we w a i t 

t o h o l d a n a t i o n a l assembly 

u n t i l a l l t h e s e c t o r s a r e 

a b l e t o c o n t r i b u t e t o i t . 

We want a l l t h e women f r o m 

t h e base, t h e women t h a t a r e 

t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e i r r o l e s a t 

th e g r a s s r o o t s , t o c o n t r i ­

b u t e . And t h a t w i l l t a k e 

some t i m e . The ATC has been 

d o i n g a l o t o f work on t h i s 

and i s way ahead, b u t o t h e r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e l u s t be­

g i n n i n g . 

We have t o w a i t so 

t h a t a t a n a t i o n a l assembly 

we can d i s c u s s t h e essen­

t i a l s . Because t h i s conven­

t i o n w i l l s e t t h e n a t i o n a l 

demands f o r t h e year f o r 

AMNLAE. So we need e v e r y 

s e c t o r t o have women t h e r e 

t o d i s c u s s , t o t h e o r i z e and 

fr o m t h a t t o go t o t h e p r a c ­

t i c e . And we need n o t o n l y 

women r e p r e s e n t i n g a l l t h e 

s e c t o r s , b u t a l s o t h o s e 

women t h a t have been b r e a k ­

i n g t r a d i t i o n s , f o r example, 

t h e o n l y woman p i l o t i n t h e 

c o u n t r y must be i n c o r p o r a t e d 

i n t o t h a t assembly. Those 

women a r e d o i n g t h i n g s we 

never imagined t h a t women 

c o u l d do, and t h e y must meet 

w i t h o t h e r women, because 

t h e y a r e so i s o l a t e d and 

t h e y need r e p l e n i s h m e n t . 

For example, t h e o n l y woman 

p i l o t i s i n a v e r y d i f f i c u l t 

p o s i t i o n and she needs t o — 

t o r e c h a r g e her b a t t e r i e s , 

as we say h e r e . 

Marie: How has the FSLN 

responded to t h i s situation? 

H e l i e t t e : W e l l , i n t h e 

f i r s t p l a c e , we i n AMNLAE 

So on March 8, t h e 

FSLN p r e s e n t e d i t s l i n e i n 

s u p p o r t o f AMNLAE, s a y i n g 

t h e y s u p p o r t e d t h e r e p r e s e n ­

t a t i o n o f t h e s e c t o r s I n 

AMNLAE, and so on. For us 

th e f a c t t h a t t h e FSLN s a i d 

t h i s was a g r e a t s t r i k e 

a g a i n s t t h e r e s i s t a n c e o f 

male comrades t o change. I n 

t h e m a j o r i t y o f c o u n t r i e s 

where t h e r e have been r e v ­

o l u t i o n s , o r even i n ad­

vanced c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , 

governments have been known 

t o say t h a t when e v e r y t h i n g 

i s i n p l a c e t h e n we w i l l 

give women—very p a t r o n i z ­

i n g l y — w h a t t h e y want/need. 

And t h e FSLN s a i d v e r y 

c l e a r l y , we a r e n o t g o i n g t o 

l e a v e t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 

women's e m a n c i p a t i o n u n t i l 

t h e m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s a r e 

e x a c t l y r i p e , we a r e 

s t a r t i n g r i g h t now. 

Many o f o u r comrades 

would t e l l us t h a t t a l k i n g 

a bout women's needs and 

demands was s e l f i s h i n t h i s 

s t a g e where we have t o t a k e 

up t h e defence o f our coun­

t r y . But t h e N a t i o n a l 

D i r e c t o r a t e endorsed what we 

have been f i g h t i n g f o r , t h a t 

we must s t a r t w o r k i n g on t h e 

i s s u e o f women r i g h t now, 

n o t 100 y e a r s f r o m now. So 

t h i s i s a m o r t a l blow t o a l l 

t h o s e t h a t d i d n o t a g r e e . 

Now a l l FSLN m i l i t a n t s must 

u p h o l d t h e s e p o s i t i o n s . As 

M i l u Vargas s a i d r e c e n t l y i i 

a m e e t i n g , "Since t h e FSLN
1

 ; 

pronouncement, machismo has 

gone underground i n N i c a r a ­

gua." They have t o go un­

de r g r o u n d because t h e y know 

t h a t any woman may jump on 

them! 

So t o f o l l o w t h e l i n e 

o f t h e FSLN now, i s t o f o r ­

g e t about m a r g i n a l a c t i v ­

i t i e s f o r women and s t a r t 

t a k i n g on t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 

s t r u g g l e around t h i s s o c i ­

e t y ' s v a l u e s . We won a¬

g a i n s t somocismo, b u t t h e 

i d e o l o g i c a l b a t t l e i s y e t t o 

be s t a r t e d . We a r e w i n n i n g 

a g a i n s t t h e contras, b u t t h e 

b a t t l e t h a t has t o do w i t h 

i d e a s i s so d i f f i c u l t ! I t 

ta k e s a l o n g t i m e . We a r e 

l i v i n g i n a r e v o l u t i o n b u t 

we s t i l l l i v e w i t h i n t r a d ­

i t i o n a l f r a meworks. T h i s 

work belongs t o everyone i n 

s o c i e t y , b u t i t i s t o women, 

who a r e d o u b l y e x p l o i t e d , 

d o u b l y d i s c r i m i n a t e d , d o u b l y 

o p p r e s s e d , t h a t i t means t h e 

most. 
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A s m a l l c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f 

Nicaraguan women g a t h e r e d on 

March 8, i n a s p o r t s arena 

i n t h e c a p i t a l , t o c e l e b r a t e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's D a y — 

and something e l s e o f g r e a t 

i m p o r t a n c e : t h e r e c o g n i t i o n 

t h a t machismo and o t h e r 

forms o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 

a g a i n s t women i n h i b i t t h e 

development o f t h e whole 

s o c i e t y . They were c e l e ­

b r a t i n g a l s o t h e f o r m a l 

promise o f t h e u n i o n s , 

g r a s s r o o t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 

e n l i g h t e n e d s e c t o r s o f s o c i ­

e t y t h a t t h e y w i l l f i g h t t o 

e r a d i c a t e o p p r e s s i v e p r a c ­

t i c e s and promote women's 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n e v e r y sec­

t o r o f s o c i e t y . 

To do t h i s meant over­

coming t h e t e m p t a t i o n o f 

s e t t i n g a s i d e c e r t a i n i s s u e s 

(such as women's r i g h t s ) 

u n t i l t h e war i s o v e r . 

Women had p r e s e n t e d t h e i r 

demands a t FSLN s t r a t e g y 

meetings f o r t h e 1984 gen­

e r a l e l e c t i o n s ; a t t h e pub­

l i c forums about t h e Con­

s t i t u t i o n ; and i n FSLN-in-

i t i a t e d c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h 

women. I n t h e S a n d i n i s t a 

Assembly ( a d v i s o r y body o f 

t h e N a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r a t e ) a 

s p e c i a l September 1986 

s e s s i o n was de v o t e d t o com­

p i l i n g a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

c o l l e c t e d a t p r i v a t e and 

p u b l i c meetings and u n i o n 

meetings ( b o t h r u r a l and 

u r b a n ) , and i n t h e C o n s t i ­

t u t i o n a l f o r u m s . 

The p r i n c i p l e s read by 

Comandante Bayardo Arce 

( d e p u t y c o o r d i n a t o r o f t h e 

FSLN e x e c u t i v e committee) 

were t h e f r u i t o f t h i s l o n g 

14 

process o f meetings w i t h t h e 
bases and t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f 
t h e P a r t y . 

The p r o c l a m a t i o n g i v e s an 

o v e r v i e w o f t h e h i s t o r y o f 

Nic a r a g u a n women and enum­

e r a t e s t h e f o l l o w i n g n i n e 

p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e FSLN. 

The FSLN r e c o g n i z e s t h a t : 

1 . N i caraguan women have 

been s o c i a l l y s u b o r d i n a t e d 

o v e r and above t h e d i s c r i m ­

i n a t i o n t o w h i c h a l l w o r k i n g 

p e o p l e were s u b j e c t e d ; 

2. t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

t r i u m p h and t h e e s t a b l i s h ­

ment o f p o p u l a r power opened 

up t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f t r a n s ­

c e n d i n g t h a t s i t u a t i o n . 

3. One o f t h e g o a l s o f 

t h e FSLN i s t o e l i m i n a t e 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t women 

and b r i n g about t h e i r f u l l 

i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o s o c i e t y . 

4. The fu n d a m e n t a l t a s k 

o f t h e whole p o p u l a t i o n , a t 

t h i s t i m e , i s t h e defence o f 

t h e R e v o l u t i o n . The 

s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t d i s c r i m i n ­

a t i o n o f women cannot be 

s e p a r a t e d f r o m t h e q u e s t i o n 

o f d e f e n c e . 

5. The s o l u t i o n t o t h e 

problems o f women concerns 

t h e whole o f s o c i e t y . 

6. A l l o f f i c e s and mem­

ber s o f t h e FSLN, a l l g r a s s ­

r o o t s , s o c i a l and l a b o u r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , must make a 

sweeping program t o i n c l u d e 

women, t o work f o r t h e i r 

c oncerns and t o combat a l l 

forms o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 

o p p r e s s i o n . 

7. The f a m i l y i s t h e 

b a s i c u n i t o f s o c i e t y , g u a r ­

a n t e e i n g i t s b i o l o g i c a l 

r e p r o d u c t i o n and t h e con­

s t a n c y o f i t s p r i n c i p l e s and 

v a l u e s . 

8. The FSLN upholds i t s 

d e c i s i o n t o c a r r y on 

th e s t r u g g l e t o a b o l i s h 

d i s c r i m i n a t o r y laws and 

p o l i c i e s and t h e m a n i f e s t ­

a t i o n s o f machismo and r e ­

p r e s s i o n ; 

9. The L u i s a Amanda 

Espinoza N i c a r a g u a n Women's 

A s s o c i a t i o n (AMNLAE) i s 

p r e c i s e l y t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

t h r o u g h w hich r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

women can c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 

m o b i l i z a t i o n o f a l l women. 

I n AMNLAE, Nicaraguan women 

can i d e n t i f y t h e o b s t a c l e s 

t o t h e i r e m a n c i p a t i o n , ex­

pres s t h e i r most p r e s s i n g 

needs, and propose s o l u ­

t i o n s . 

There was l o n g , gen­

e r a l , spontaneous applause 

when t h e need t o share 

housework and d e v e l o p s o l i d ­

a r i t y w i t h i n c o u p l e s was 

men t i o n e d . "A few y e a r s ago 

t h a t would never have oc­

c u r r e d t o me," murmured one 

of t h e women a t t e n d i n g , as 

Bayardo spoke o f s o l i d a r i t y 

w i t h i n t h e c o u p l e . 



A New Structure and Role 
for AMNLAE 

TPast] AMNLAE c o o r d i n a t o r 

Ruth Marcenaro gave an e v a l ­

u a t i o n o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s 

seven-year h i s t o r y . Through 

a process o f s e l f - c r i t i c i s m , 

AMNLAE r e c o g n i z e d t h a t i t 

has i s o l a t e d i t s e l f f r o m 

s o c i e t y , and has n o t suc­

c e s s f u l l y r e f l e c t e d t h e 

s p e c i f i c concerns o f women. 

But e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e 

balance i s n o t n e g a t i v e , 

s a i d Marcenaro: "We h e l p e d 

i n c r e a s e t h e s o c i a l base o f 

t h e R e v o l u t i o n and r a i s e t h e 

l e v e l o f p o l i t i c a l 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s , p a t r i o t i s m 

and a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m i n t h e 

Nicaraguan p e o p l e . " 

The Assembly a l s o 

approved t h e new o r g a n i z -

solidarity 
a t l o n a l s t r u c t u r e of AMNLAE. 

The h i g h e s t a u t h o r i t y , t h e 

three-member n a t i o n a l exec­

u t i v e c o m m i t t e e , was r e ­

p l a c e d by a 9-woman commit­

t e e , i n c l u d i n g Lea Guido, 

e x - h e a l t h m i n i s t e r and t h e 

new AMNLAE s e c r e t a r y gen­

e r a l , P a t r i c i a L i n d o , f o r ­

m e r l y AMNLAE's d i r e c t o r o f 

p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n ; Ivonne 

S i u , o f t h e gov e r n m e n t a l 

Women's A f f a i r s O f f i c e ; 

Martha Munguia, p r o m i n e n t 

a g r i c u l t u r a l worker fro m t h e 

n o r t h o f t h e c o u n t r y ; S i l v i a 

McEwans, o f Managua; Benigna 

M e n d i o l a , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 

s m a l l f a r m e r s and r a n c h e r s ; 

Glenda M o n t e r r e y o f t h e 

S a n d i n i s t a Workers Feder­

a t i o n (CST); H e l i e t t e 

E h l e r s , o f t h e Union o f 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Workers (ATC); 

and I r i s Montenegro o f t h e 

H e a l t h Workers F e d e r a t i o n . 

AMNLAE has been t r y i n g 

t o c r e a t e t h e most r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e committee poss­

i b l e , w i t h s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n 

g i v e n t o t h e areas i n which 

women p l a y a d e c i s i v e r o l e . 

The n a t i o n a l assembly w i l l 

be t h e g o v e r n i n g body, and 

when t h i s i s i n r e c e s s , t h e 

n a t i o n a l committee w i l l 

d i r e c t a c t i v i t i e s . R e g i o n a l 

a s s e m b l i e s w i l l be formed 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , and 

t h e i r t a s k w i l l be t o i n ­

v o l v e and i n c o r p o r a t e women 

fr o m a l l s e c t o r s o f t h e i r 

r e g i o n . 

The i d e a i s t o go t o t h e 

r o o t s , wherever women a r e 

f o u n d , and t h e n t o sea r c h 

o u t , i n v e s t i g a t e and a n a l y z e 

t h e o b s t a c l e s t h e y come up 

a g a i n s t . 

Many are Called but Few are Chosen 
S o f i a Montenegro 

Managua 

Reprinted from B a r r i c a d a 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l , August 27, 
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C l e a r l y , we Nicaraguans have 

moved ahead and a c h i e v e d 

i m p o r t a n t v i c t o r i e s i n a l l 

areas i n t h e l a s t e i g h t 

y e a r s . Perhaps we owe 

thanks t o some e x t e n t t o t h e 

war and t h e economy o f s u r ­

v i v a l because t h e y have 

a c c e l e r a t e d our i n t e g r a t i o n 

and o r g a n i z a t i o n and pe r ­

m i t t e d us t o overcome ob­

s t a c l e s w hich would o t h e r ­

w i s e p e r s i s t f o r decades. 

I t i s no a c c i d e n t t h a t t h e 

most s u s t a i n e d p r o g r e s s has 

been i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l 

s e c t o r where you f i n d t h e 

g r e a t e s t number o f economic­

a l l y a c t i v e p e o p l e and where 

t h e Union o f A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Workers (ATC) has c o n s i s ­

t e n t l y worked t o i n c r e a s e 

t h e number o f women i n t h e 

t h e f i r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o 

s e t up a women's o f f i c e . 

R u r a l N i caragua i s ahead 

of t h e c i t i e s i n t h e s e 

m a t t e r s . T h i s i s n o t be­

cause t h e r e a r e t o o few 

women w o r k e r s i n t h e c i t y o r 

because AMNLAE has n o t p r o ­

moted t h e r i g h t s o f women 

and women w o r k e r s . I t i s 

because we a r e n o t y e t a 

s i g n i f i c a n t f o r c e i n t h e 

l a b o u r movement. We women 

may ask what t h e S a n d i n i s t a 

Workers F e d e r a t i o n (CST) has 

done t o emulate t h e ATC, b u t 

we s h o u l d r e a l l y ask what we 

can do f o r o u r s e l v e s . There 

a r e many f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d 

h e r e , b u t we must be c l e a r 

about two o f them. I n o r d e r 

t o r a i s e o u r s t a t u s we must 

g a i n a c e r t a i n amount o f 

power. I f we t a k e power i n 

t h e u n i o n s we w i l l have t h e 
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solidarity 
means t o f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e 

d i s c r i m i n a t o r y a t t i t u d e s and 

p o l i c i e s t h a t make i t h a r d 

f o r us t o g e t t r a i n i n g , 

p r o t e c t our j o b s and g e t 

p r o m o t i o n s . I t means h a v i n g 

t h e power t o c r e a t e t h e 

c o n d i t i o n s n o t o n l y t o i n ­

c r e a s e p r o d u c t i v i t y b u t a l s o 

t o make c e r t a i n t h a t t h e 

achievement o f women's 

r i g h t s i s seen as a measure 

of a u n i o n ' s competence. 

As l o n g as u n i o n l e a d ­

e r s h i p remains e x c l u s i v e l y 

i n t h e hands o f males o r — 

even w o r s e — m a l e c h a u v i n ­

i s t s , o r i n t h e hands o f 

women who l a c k a c o n s c i o u s ­

ness o f themselves as women 

t h e r e w i l l be l i t t l e i n t e r ­

e s t i n our c o n c e r n s . Exper­

i e n c e has shown t h a t our 

concerns a r e always c o n s i d ­

e r e d "secondary," "out o f 

p l a c e , " " d i v e r g e n t " o r what­

ever l a b e l s a r e used t o 

b l o c k change. 

T a k i n g power and con­

v i n c i n g men t h a t i t i s i n 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t t o f i g h t f o r 

our r i g h t s i n t h e w o r k p l a c e 

a r e n e cessary s t e p s i f we 

ar e t o overcome o b s t a c l e s 

t h a t , b l o c k women's f u l l 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n s o c i e t y . 

T h i s i s what w i l l make 

t h e d i f f e r e n c e when, f o r 

example, i t comes t o d e c i d ­

i n g whether t o b u i l d a r e ­

c r e a t i o n c e n t r e ( w h i c h o n l y 

t h e men have t i m e t o use 

because t h e women a r e a t 

home w o r k i n g a second o r 

t h i r d s h i f t o f housework and 

c h i l d c a r e ) o r t o b u i l d a 

c h i l d c a r e c e n t r e f o r e v e r y ­

one, where men c o u l d a l s o 

b r i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n and 

a l l o w t h o s e mothers t o work. 

Changing t h e d i s t r i ­

b u t i o n of power, i n c o r p o r a t ­

i n g e n l i g h t e n e d men and 

women i n t o u n i o n l e a d e r s h i p , 

t h i s i s what w i l l ensure 

t h a t o u r r i g h t s a r e tak e n 

s e r i o u s l y i n t h e w o r k p l a c e ; 

t h i s w i l l b r i n g us c l o s e r t o 

e m a n c i p a t i o n . 

But e v e r y t h i n g depends 

on t h e development o f our 

" w i l l t o t a k e power";and 

t h i s i s something t h a t women 

do n o t have. One o f t h e 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f our 

o p p r e s s i o n i s t h a t o f s e r v ­

i t u d e . T h i s means an i n c u l ­

c a t e d a t t i t u d e o f submis­

s i o n , t i m i d i t y and depend­

ence t o w a r d men. T h i s a t t i ­

t u de a r i s e s i n t h e home and 

extends t o p u b l i c l i f e , an 

area f r o m w hich we t r a d i ­

t i o n a l l y have been e x c l u d e d -

- e x c l u d e d , t h a t i s , f r o m 

p o s i t i o n s o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 

n o t f r o m work. 

Our r e a c t i o n t o pos­

i t i o n s o f l e a d e r s h i p i s 

al m o s t p r i m i t i v e . Since we 

have n o t had t h e o p p o r t u n ­

i t i e s t o d e v e l o p these 

s k i l l s , i n e q u a l i t y p e r s i s t s 

even when we have t h e chance 

t o be l e a d e r s . Union work 

p r o v i d e s an e x c e l l e n t way t o 

t r a i n u n i o n l e a d e r s . But as 

i f t h i n g s weren't hard 

enough a l r e a d y , l a c k o f 

c o n f i d e n c e i n o u r s e l v e s and 

i n o t h e r women l e a d s us t o 

compete w i t h each o t h e r f o r 

men and t h e i r economic sup­

p o r t , and makes i t d i f f i c u l t 

f o r us t o a c c e p t any woman 

of e x t r a o r d i n a r y c a p a c i t i e s . 

To a g r e a t e x t e n t t h i s 

e x p l a i n s why i n p l a c e s where 

t h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f t h e 

wor k e r s a r e women, t h e few 

men t h e r e a r e — s o m e o f whom 

a r e i n c o r r i g i b l e c h a u v i n ­

i s t s — a r e e l e c t e d t o l e a d e r ­

s h i p p o s i t i o n s . Why s h o u l d 

we be s u r p r i s e d , t h e n , t o 

f i n d o u r s e l v e s p o w e r l e s s and 

our male f r i e n d s t a l k i n g 

about " t h e i n s c r u t a b l e 

female p s y c h o l o g y " ? 

The g o a l i s t o c o n t i n u a l l y 

i n c r e a s e t h e number o f o u t ­

s t a n d i n g and p o l i t i c a l l y 

aware women h o l d i n g pos­

i t i o n s o f u n i o n l e a d e r s h i p . 

But t h i s r e q u i r e s women t o 

make y e t one more e f f o r t i n 

t i m e , d e d i c a t i o n and p e r ­

severance t o g e t t h e v o t e o f 

t h e i r s i s t e r s ( t o say 

n o t h i n g o f men). 

More and more t h e p o l i t ­

i c a l and i d e o l o g i c a l work o f 

AMNLAE i s n e c e s s a r y t o make 

women more m i l i t a n t and t o 

p u l l down t h e i n v i s i b l e w a l l 

o f i d e a s — f e a r s , myths, 

p r e j u d i c e s — w h i c h s t a n d i n 

our way. 

The mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s of 

t h e FSLN ought t o i n c o r p o r ­

a t e i n t o t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 

agenda t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f 

t h e N a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r a t e 

r e l a t i n g t o women so t h e 

un i o n s w i l l p u t t h e s e i d e a s 

i n t o p r a c t i c e a t e v e r y 

l e v e l . 

Every man, and p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y e v e r y p o l i t i c a l l y -

c o n s c i o u s woman, must work 

as a m i l i t a n t a c t i v i s t t o 

a c h i e v e f u l l s o c i a l e q u a l i t y 

f o r women and s u p p o r t t h e 

work o f AMNLAE. T h i s way we 

w i l l a l l w i n . 

* 
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In and Against the European Left: Socialist Feminists Get Organized 
Reprinted from F e m i n i s t 

Review, Summer 1987. 

M e l i s s a Benn 

Although it was written for 

English socialist feminists, 

Cayenne f e l t that t h i s ar­

t i c l e deserved better c i r ­

culation i n Canada, and that 

the quest ions raised by 

Melissa Benn are relevant 

for our readers. It would 

be extremely interest ing to 

see some debate i n these 

pages, based on reflections 

from soc i a l i s t feminists i n 

Canada about the current 

state of our p o l i t i c s and 

practice. Where do we stand 

after 10 years of thought 

and action? What are the 

current strategic prior­

i t i e s ? What should they be? 

Melissa Benn is a Journa­

l i s t , and l i v e s i n London. 

As p a r t o f what seems t o be 

a renewed " E u r o p e a n i z a t i o n " 

of l e f t p o l i t i c s , s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s have begun me e t i n g 

r e g u l a r l y on a European 

l e v e l . There was a weekend 

m e e t i n g i n Copenhagen i n 

1985, and one i n Hamburg 

l a s t November. T h i s new 

i n i t i a t i v e i s now f o r m a l l y 

c a l l e d The European Forum o f 

S o c i a l i s t F e m i n i s t s , and 

w i l l be h a v i n g a t h i r d g e t -

t o g e t h e r i n Spain i n l a t e 

1987 . 

The i d e a f o r t h e 

Copenhagen Forum came o u t o f 

a seminar h e l d i n 1984 among 

women w o r k i n g on the German 

M a r x i s t / j o u r n a l Das Argu­

ment . Nora R a t h z e l , who i s 

on t h e e d i t o r i a l board o f 

th e j o u r n a l t o l d me: "our 

idea was f i r s t of a l l t o 

break our own i s o l a t i o n as 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s i n West 

Germany. We a r e i n a weak 

p o s i t i o n h e r e . We had 

c o n t a c t w i t h s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s i n I t a l y , Denmark, 

and England and we wanted t o 

broaden c o n t a c t s , l o o k a t 

new p e r s p e c t i v e s , have an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s c u s s our 

c o n c e p t s . " 

The women on Das 

Argument seem a p o l i t i c a l l y 

f i e r c e and f o r m i d a b l e g r o u p . 

W i t h i n t h e i r own j o u r n a l 

t h e y produce two i s s u e s a 

y e a r autonomously as women 

{ s o m e t h i n g n o t so much 

u n t h i n k a b l e as n o t - t h o u g h t -

of w i t h i n B r i t i s h p o l i t i c s : 

why d o n ' t New Socialist o r 

Marxism Today do t h e 

same?). They a r e d e t e r m i n e d 

t h a t f e m i n i s m s h o u l d make a 

p r o p e r " i n t e r v e n t i o n " on t h e 

l e f t , and t h a t one p l a c e t o 

make t h a t i n t e r v e n t i o n i s 

now, i n Europe. F r i g g a 

Haug, a l s o o f Das Argument, 

t o l d me: " B a s i c a l l y t h e 

l e f t - - b y w h ich I mean t h e 

I t a l i a n and some E n g l i s h 

men, ... have been m e e t i n g . 

They met i n Vienna and then 

Hamburg i n 1984 and 1985. 

I n g r a o , t h e t h e o r e t i c i a n o f 

t h e I t a l i a n communists, and 

v e r y i n f l u e n t i a l i n a l l 

t h i s , t a l k s o f t h e impor­

t a n c e o f t h e new s o c i a l 

movement, t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

t h e g r a s s r o o t s . He t a l k s o f 

such concepts as basts-

demokrat ie ( r o u g h l y t r a n s ­

l a t e d : g r a s s r o o t s democra­

c y ) , t h e n o t i o n o f "mutual 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g " between 

d i f f e r e n t f r a g m e n t s . He 

wants t o see a l l t h e new 

s o c i a l movements j o i n i n g 

t h i s l e f t , e n l a r g i n g t h e 

w o r k e r s ' movement. Yet when 

a l l t h e s e meetings were 

h e l d , t h e l e f t never i n v i t e d 

t h e women's movement. I t 

was a l l male." 

The Romance of Mutual 
Recognition 

Whatever t h e s t r a t e g y b e h i n d 

t h e c a l l i n g o f t h e F o r u m ( s ) , 

women who were a t Copenhagen 

and Hamburg t a l k more o f t h e 

p l e a s u r e and e x c i t e m e n t 

t h e r e was i n j u s t m e e t i n g . 
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For B r i t i s h s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s - - w h o s e own 

p o l i t i c s i s i n such t o r p o r — 

t h e r e was a sense o f r e l i e f 

and an i n j e c t i o n o f new 

e n t h u s i a s m . Lynne S e g a l , a 

member o f t h e Feminist 

Review c o l l e c t i v e , d e s c r i b e d 

Hamburg "as l i k e an e a r l y 

1970s c o n f e r e n c e , warm and 

f r i e n d l y and e x c i t i n g . 

C o m p l e t e l y new women d o i n g 

c o m p l e t e l y new t h i n g s . " Sue 

Lees and Mary M c i n t o s h , who 

were b o t h a t Copenhagen, 

d e s c r i b e d "a sense o f 

warmth, f u n , t r u s t and a 

shared h i s t o r y o f f e m i n i s m 

o f t h e l a s t t e n t o f i f t e e n 

y e a r s . " 

But i s i t a v e r y 

p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r y ? 

O v e r whelmingly w h i t e and 

academic, t h e Forum women 

(as I s h a l l c a l l them) 

m o s t l y come from t h e 

p o l i t i c a l g e n e r a t i o n o f 1968 

( i n t h e s y m b o l i c i f n o t t h e 

l i t e r a l s e n s e ) . The l a r g e s t 

c o n t i n g e n t a t b o t h Copen­

hagen and Hamburg was f r o m 

Germany. There were a l o t 

of E n g l i s h women a t Hamburg, 

s i z a b l e groups fro m Denmark, 

A u s t r i a , S pain and I t a l y , 

and some i n d i v i d u a l s f r o m 

Norway, F i n l a n d , N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d and F r a n c e . 

P a r t i c i p a n t s were t o a 

c e r t a i n e x t e n t s e l f - s e l e c t e d 

by t h e f a c t t h a t a l l t h e 

p r o c e e d i n g s were cond u c t e d 

i n E n g l i s h , and i t t a k e s 

some money, o r b a c k i n g ( l i k e 

an academic i n s t i t u t i o n ) , t o 

pay t r a v e l c o s t s . The 

problems o f language and 

r e s o u r c e s ( o r l a c k o f them) 

meant t h e r e was v i r t u a l l y no 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n f r o m Europe's 

i m m i g r a n t o r b l a c k communi­

t i e s . Echoing r e c e n t 

debates w i t h i n B r i t i s h 

f e m i n i s m , t h e Forum saw 

w h i t e women t a l k i n g t o w h i t e 

women about t h e absence o f 

women who w e r e n ' t w h i t e , 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y mourning b u t 

p a r a l y s e d by t h a t f a c t . 

So what k i n d o f i s s u e s 

d i d t h e Forum(s) d i s c u s s ? I 

wasn't a t e i t h e r Forum, b u t 

I have t a l k e d t o many o f t h e 

women who were and read a l l 

t h e c o n f e r e n c e papers 

a v a i l a b l e . I d e c i d e d , from 

t h i s , t o p i c k o u t t h r e e 

q u e s t i o n s which t h e Forum 

a t t e m p t e d t o answer i n some 

way o r o t h e r , and which 

r e f l e c t t h e most i n t e r e s t i n g 

d i s c u s s i o n s . F i r s t l y , what 

has happened t o f e m i n i s m i n 

w e s t e r n Europe: i s i t i n 

d e c l i n e ? Secondly, how 

s h o u l d s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s 

be a p p r o a c h i n g q u e s t i o n s o f 

women's work i n a r a p i d l y 

c h a n g i n g c a p i t a l i s t economy? 

And t h i r d l y , what approach 

s h o u l d women now be t a k i n g 

t o t h e problem o f p o l i t i c a l 

power? 

Is Feminism Dead? 

On t h e f i r s t q u e s t i o n - - i s 

f e m i n i s m i n d e c l i n e ? — t h e 

answer seemed t o be: 

f e m i n i s m i s Everywhere and 

Nowhere. I t i s Everywhere 

i n i t s d i v e r s e and m a n i f o l d 

p r o j e c t s , i n t h e sometimes 

t r i c k y way i t has t a k e n r o o t 

i n p u b l i c and even c o n s e r v a ­

t i v e c o n s c i o u s n e s s , i n t h e 

areas o f s o c i a l and p u b l i c 

a c t i o n now i n f l u e n c e d by i t , 

and so o n . But i t i s a l s o 

Nowhere i n t h e sense o f i t s 

no l o n g e r b e i n g a p u b l i c l y 

c o h e r e n t and i d e n t i f i a b l e 

"movement" as i t m i g h t be 

s a i d t o have been a decade 

ago i n so many w e s t e r n 

European c o u n t r i e s . 

Some o f t h e German 

women i d e n t i f i e d t h i s 

p o l i t i c a l "nowhereness" as a 

s o r t o f d e f e a t i s m which 

i t s e l f has t o be d e f e a t e d . 

For i n s t a n c e , F r i g g a Haug 

t o l d me: "Everyone t a l k s o f 

f e m i n i s m as dead. When a 

woman stands up a t a women's 

me e t i n g i n Germany and says 

t h a t , everyone c l a p s . I t ' s 

a k i n d o f p o l i t i c a l maso­

chism . " 

I t was g e n e r a l l y 

agreed t h a t t h e t e n s i o n 

between r a d i c a l and s o c i a l ­

i s t f e m i n i s m has s u b s i d e d 

i n t o s e p a r a t e development: 

t h e r e has been a f l o w e r i n g 

o f " c u l t u r a l " f e m i n i s m , 

l i n k e d t o an u n c o v e r i n g and 

c e l e b r a t i o n o f a s p e c i f i c ­

a l l y f e m i n i n e i d e n t i t y . 

F e m i n i s t s now t a l k much more 

o f t h e womanly v i r t u e s 

( n u r t u r i n g , p e a c e f u l n e s s , 
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c r e a t i v i t y ) t h a n t h e y d i d a 

decade ago. Some s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s see t h i s as a 

backward s t e p , a p s y c h o l o ­

g i z i n g o f women's n a t u r e 

w h ich n e g l e c t s how much 

m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s shape 

f e m i n i n i t y . And t h e German 

women a t t h e Forum were 

c o n s t a n t l y p o i n t i n g o u t how 

v u l n e r a b l e t h i s has made 

fe m i n i s m t o a c l e v e r new 

r i g h t . F r i g g a Haug w r o t e 

about t h i s i n a r e c e n t New 

Left Review a r t i c l e . I n 

Germany " t h e f r i g h t w i n g ] 

C h r i s t i a n Democrats have 

proceeded t o draw up a 

new p o l i c y on t h e f a m i l y 

and women. I n g r a t i a t i n g l y 

worded i n f e m i n i s t 

l a n guage, i t was g r e e t e d 

by p a r t s o f t h e women's 

movement as ' e x c e p t i o n a l l y 

p r o g r e s s i v e . ' I t f t h e 

p o l i c y ] t a l k s o f a f e m i n i ­

z a t i o n o f s o c i e t y — a b o u t 

f e m i n i n e s t r e n g t h and 

v i r t u e s , about r e v a l u i n g 

housework and r e i n s t a t i n g 

t h e e t h o s o f f a m i l y l i f e . " 

The p o l i t i c a l forms 

which g i v e e x p r e s s i o n t o t h e 

new f e m i n i s m s a r e v a r i o u s . 

R oberta T a t t f i o r e , a 

. j o u r n a l i s t on t h e l e f t / f e m i ­

n i s t I t a l i a n magazine Not 

Donne, t o l d me: "The g r e a t 

v i s i b i l i t y o f t h e movement 

has d i e d . . . t h e r e has been a 

s p l i t i n a l o t o f women's 

c e n t r e s . . . i n t o c u l t u r a l 

p o l i t i c s , and a l o t o f women 

a r e d o i n g women's s t u d i e s , 

b u t n o t i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y . . . 

I t ' s what would you c a l l . . . 

s e l f - h e l p , I suppose." I n 

Fran c e , t h e c u l t u r a l , 

c r e a t i v e and p s y c h o a n a l y t i c 

work o f Cixous and I r i g a r a y 

i s v a s t l y i n f l u e n t i a l . I n 

England, c u l t u r a l f e m i n i s m 

i s e v i d e n t a t Greenham, i n 

a l l t h e w r i t i n g , r e a d i n g , 

p u b l i s h i n g and c r a f t 

p r o j e c t s t h a t women have 

e n t e r e d . I n t h e German-

s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s ( A u s t r i a , 

S w i t z e r l a n d , Germany) t h e r e 

has been a b i g r e v i v a l o f an 

i n t e l l e c t u a l f e m i n i s m . Nora 

R a t h z e l t o l d me: " I n about 

t e n c i t i e s i n West Germany, 

A u s t r i a and S w i t z e r l a n d , 

women are t r y i n g t o b u i l d up 

r e s e a r c h groups i n w hich 

t h e y combine t h e e x p l o r a t i o n 

of t h e i r t h e o r y w i t h t h e i r 

e x p e r i e n c e , combine Marxism 

w i t h women's l i b e r a t i o n . " 

W h i l e c u l t u r a l f e m i n i s m 

f l o u r i s h e s , t o o , i n Souther n 

European and C a t h o l i c 

c o u n t r i e s , t h i s c o - e x i s t s 

w i t h campaigns f o r more 

b a s i c r i g h t s , l i k e t h e r i g h t 

t o a l e g a l a b o r t i o n . I n 

Spain and I r e l a n d a b o r t i o n 

r i g h t s a r e s t i l l a major 

f o c u s o f t h e women's 

movement. At Hamburg, women 

were t o l d o f how women s t i l l 

d i e i n Spain f r o m i l l e g a l 

and b a c k s t r e e t a b o r t i o n s o r 

f l y o u t i n p l a n e l o a d s t o 

England (23,000 Spanish 

women came t o London i n 1983 

a l o n e ) . I n I r e l a n d , 10,000 

women a year l e a v e t h e 

c o u n t r y f o r a b o r t i o n s . And 

i n Spain t h e r e a r e a whole 

h o s t o f i d e o l o g i e s and 

p r a c t i c e s , i n areas l i k e 

I P 

f a m i l y law, s e x u a l i t y and 

p r o s t i t u t i o n , w h ich have 

been c a r r i e d over f r o m t h e 

Franco e r a . 

A Question of Time 

"Women and t h e R e s t r u c t u r i n g 

of Labour" was t h e main 

theme o f t h e Hamburg Forum. 

P a r t o f t h i s r e s t r u c t u r i n g 

p r o c e s s , i t i s now g e n e r a l l y 

acknowledged, i s t h a t w h i l e 

women have become wage 

dependent i n t h e European 

economies, t h e f o r m t h e i r 

work t a k e s i s i n c r e a s i n g l y 

p a r t - t i m e and " f l e x i b l e " : 

t h u s , t h e y t e e t e r , e v e r more 

u n s a f e , u n s k i l l e d and 

u n d e r p a i d , a t t h e edge o f 

th e l a b o u r m a r k e t . How can 

t h i s change? 

C a r i a R a v a i o l i , a 

member o f t h e I t a l i a n 

Communist P a r t y , s e t o u t t h e 

problems i n an i n t e r e s t i n g 

way i n h e r paper "Women and 

Time." She p o i n t e d o u t how 

g r e e d i l y t h e l a b o u r market 

swallows up "human t i m e , " 

how t h e e i g h t - h o u r day i n 

f a c t d i s g u i s e s a much l o n g e r 

day, a day o f p o s s i b l y 

f i f t e e n h o u r s , when meals, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and so on 

ar e t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t . But 

t h i s " p r o d u c t i v e " t i m e , i f 
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i t i s t o be e f f i c i e n t , needs 

" r e p r o d u c t i v e t i m e " b e h i n d 

i t ; t h a t i s , t h e e m o t i o n a l 

and p h y s i c a l l a b o u r t h a t 

sends a worker o u t i n t o t h e 

ma r k e t . Women a r e a l m o s t 

s o l e l y r e p o n s i b l e f o r 

" r e p r o d u c t i v e t i m e , " which 

i s o f course why t h e i r own 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e l a b o u r 

market i s so weak. F i r s t l y , 

women s i m p l y have l e s s t i m e 

t o o f f e r t o t h e l a b o u r 

m a r k e t . Secondly, t h e y come 

t o t h e market s k i l l e d i n 

" r e p r o d u c t i v e " r a t h e r t h a n 

p r o d u c t i v e f u n c t i o n s , a f a c t 

w h i ch i s t h e n r e p l i c a t e d i n 

t h e k i n d s o f .jobs t h e y do. 

T h i r d l y , t h e y a r e t h e f i r s t 

t o come o f f t h e market when 

" r e p r o d u c t i v e " s k i l l s 

( l o o k i n g a f t e r c h i l d r e n , 

t e n d i n g p a r e n t s and so on) 

ar e r e q u i r e d . I n a d d i t i o n , 

women have a s u b j e c t i v e 

r e s i s t a n c e t o t h e w o r l d o f 

work. R a v a i o l i says: " T h i s 

i d e a o f f i n d i n g one's 

e x c l u s i v e r e a l i z a t i o n 

t h r o u g h work, a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h e l o g i c o f male s o c i e t y , 

t h a t i s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

concept o f t h e a b s o l u t e 

p r e v a l e n c e o f p r o d u c t i o n 

v a l u e s , i s something women 

do r e f u s e . . . t h r o u g h o u t 

h i s t o r y , t h e y have l e a r n e d 

t h e i m p o r t a n c e and t h e 

r i c h n e s s o f t h e v a l u e s o f 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t a r e p a r t 

o f t h e r e p r o d u c t i v e process 

and o f d a i l y l i f e . " The 

answer, a c c o r d i n g t o 

R a v a i o l i , i s a " d r a s t i c " 

r e d u c t i o n o f work t i m e ( t o 

s i x hours a day) f o r a l l 

w o r k e r s , male and f e m a l e , 

and " t h e i m p a r t i a l d i s t r i b u ­

t i o n o f non- a u t o m a t i z e d work 

among a l l a d u l t c i t i z e n s . " 

T h i s w i l l t h e n a l l o w a 

genuine d i v i s i o n o f domestic 

l a b o u r between men and 

women, and t h e chance f o r 

b o t h men and women t o f i n d 

s a t i s f y i n g work. 

R a v a i o l i was v e r y 

c r i t i c a l , as were most o f 

t h e women a t Hamburg, o f t h e 

p a t t e r n o f " f l e x i b l e " 

w o r k i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y 

u n d e r t a k e n by women. Wh i l e 

on t h e s u r f a c e a p p e a r i n g t o 

be a s o l u t i o n t o women's 

doub l e t i m e p r o b l e m s , 

f l e x i b l e w o r k i n g i n r e a l i t y 

makes women s u b j e c t t o 

i n c r e a s e d employer e x p l o i t a ­

t i o n : t h e i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n 

o f w o r k i n g t i m e undermines 

c o l l e c t i v i t y ; new t e c h n o l o g y 

can be used t o maximum 

advantage by h a v i n g two 

p a r t - t i m e w o r k e r s w o r k i n g 

one machine, and s h o r t hours 

means women escape t h e 

p r o t e c t i o n o f r i g h t s 

l e g i s l a t i o n and b e n e f i t 

e n t i t l e m e n t . 

I n a paper on "Women, 

T r a i n i n g , Jobs and Men," 

C y n t h i a Cockburn t a l k e d 

about new ways o f l o o k i n g a t 

t h e r a t i o n a l e o f women's 

c h o i c e s c o n c e r n i n g work and 

time i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e 

new Youth T r a i n i n g (YTS) 

scheme c u r r e n t l y o p e r a t i n g 

i n B r i t a i n . A t h i r d o f a 

m i l l i o n young people a r e on 

YTS schemes, and almost 80 

per c e n t o f young women on 

YTS a r e on o f f i c e , s a l e s , 

s e r v i c e o r c a r i n g p l a c e ­

ments: t r a d i t i o n a l women's 

work. Why? "Because women 

a r e n ' t s t u p i d . They a r e 

c h o o s i n g i n t h e l i g h t o f a 

wide range o f f a c t o r s , n o t 

j u s t w ork. These a r e 

gendered c h o i c e s . Women 

(and men) pay a h i g h s o c i a l 

p r i c e f o r e n t e r i n g a gender 

c o n t r a r y j o b . " And women 

ar e r e c o g n i z i n g t h e i r 

d i f f e r e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 

t i m e e a r l y on. They know 

" t h e y a r e u n l i k e l y t o meet 

men w i t h t i m e f o r l o o k i n g 

a f t e r [ k i d s , o r t h e i l l . . . 1 " 

We s h o u l d d e f i n e t h e problem 

as b e i n g n o t s i m p l y " g e t t i n g 

women n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l 

s k i l l s " b u t e n a b l i n g young 

women t o have everything 

t h e y w a n t — g o o d j o b s and 

t r a i n i n g and r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

c h i l d r e n and so on. 

The Politics of "In and 
Against" 

The t h i r d t h i n g t h e Forum 

t a l k e d a l o t about was 

p o l i t i c s and power. There 

was g e n e r a l agreement t h a t 

p a r t o f t h e s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t p r o j e c t i s t o weld 

some k i n d o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between " d i r e c t " forms o f 

democracy ( t h a t i s , t h e way 

fe m i n i s m does i t s p o l i t i c s ) 

w i t h " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e " 

democracy ( t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s 

o f s t a t e and power i n 

s o c i e t y ) . But as C y n t h i a 

Cockburn t o l d me: "Women 

who come t o t h e Forum a r e by 

d e f i n i t i o n e i t h e r i n a p a r t y 

o f t h e l e f t o r o u t o f i t . 

We a l l have some r e l a t i o n t o 

o r g a n i z e d p o l i t i c s . Those 

who a r e i n p a r t i e s may be 

s o c i a l i s t or communist. Of 

th o s e w i t h i n p a r t i e s , some 

ar e more o p p o s i t i o n a l t h a n 

o t h e r s . I n t h e Forum t h e r e 

i s always a tendency f o r t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e t o f l a r e up i n t o 

r e c r i m i n a t i o n . But i n 

Hamburg i t was p o s s i b l e t o 

come t o an agreement e a r l y 

on i n t h e m e e t i n g t h a t we 

meet a c r o s s t h a t d i f f e r e n c e 

and d o n ' t h a r p on i t . " 

S o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

s t r a t e g i e s seem t o v a r y 

d r a m a t i c a l l y , a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h e h i s t o r i c a l and p o l i t i c a l 

f a c t o r s t h a t have shaped 

each c o u n t r y and l e f t 

p o l i t i c s w i t h i n i t . I n 

I t a l y , women i n t h e PCI 

( I t a l i a n Communist P a r t y ) 
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have f u s e d what mi g h t be 

seen as t h e r a d i c a l f e m i n i s t 

emphasis on f e m i n i n e 

i d e n t i t y and " d i f f e r e n c e " 

w i t h t h e i r s o c i a l i s m v i a t h e 

p o l i t i c s o f autonomy. M a r i a 

L u i s a B o c c i a , a f e m i n i s t 

a c t i v i s t w i t h i n t h e PCI, 

t o l d me: " I n t h e e a r l y 

1970s a l l women were t a l k i n g 

about was t h e concept o f 

" o p p r e s s i o n " and r e c t i f y i n g 

t h a t , b u t now we have t o do 

more. We have t o b r i n g a 

f e m i n i n e i d e n t i t y i n t o 

s o c i e t y , c h a l l e n g e t h e 

a s s e r t i o n o f t h e m a s c u l i n e 

i d e n t i t y . . . A n d we can o n l y 

do t h a t t h r o u g h autonomy. 

Women i n t h e Communist P a r t y 

a r e now demanding a s e p a r a t e 

p o l i c y , o r g a n i z a t i o n and 

commissions...We have j u s t 

produced a document, a 

d i s c u s s i o n document which we 

want t o c i r c u l a t e t o a l l 

I t a l i a n women and t h e n draw 

up a m a n i f e s t o . . . " 

Do t h e y have l i n k s 

w i t h o t h e r European f e m i ­

n i s t s o r community women? 

"We have no l i n k s w i t h 

women i n t h e PCF (French 

Communist P a r t y ) , f o r 

i n s t a n c e , but we have more 

l i n k s w i t h French p h i l o s o ­

p h i c a l and a n a l y t i c a l 

f e m i n i s t s l i k e I r i g a r a y , and 

German women i n t h e SPD. We 

ar e i n t e r e s t e d i n t a l k i n g t o 

women i n a l l p a r t i e s — a n d 

n o t n e c e s s a r i l y j u s t 

s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s . " 

I n F rance, s o c i a l i s t 

women a r e now a l s o making 

l i n k s a c r o s s t h e p a r t i e s 

a f t e r t h e i r f a i l u r e t o s e t 

up an autonomous " c u r r e n t " 

w i t h i n t h e French S o c i a l i s t 

P a r t y . "Courant G"—as the 

f e m i n i s t g r o u p i n g was 

c a l l e d - - w a s s e t up i n 1979. 

They had t h e i r own paper 

Mignonnes, allons voir sous 

la rose — " L i t t l e ones, l e t ' s 

l o o k under t h e ro s e " ( t h e 

ro s e i s t h e French S o c i a l i s t 

P a r t y ' s s y m b o l ) . But 

demands f o r an autonomous 

s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n t h e p a r t y 

were squashed by t h e 

S o c i a l i s t P a r t y l e a d e r s h i p , 

and i n A p r i l 1984 b o t h t h e 

magazine and t h e "Courant" 

were t e r m i n a t e d . S o c i a l i s t 

women have now s t a r t e d t h e 

F e m i n i s t A s s o c i a t i o n f o r an 

A l t e r n a t i v e P o l i c y (AFPA), 

which i s independent o f a l l 

p a r t i e s and i n c l u d e s 

s o c i a l i s t , communist and 

r a d i c a l l e f t women. Luce 

S i r k i s , i n v o l v e d w i t h t h i s 

new c r o s s - p a r t y i n i t i a t i v e , 

says: "Our p o s i t i o n i s a 

v e r y u n c o m f o r t a b l e one, 

because t h e whole group i s 

l i v i n g t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n o f 

c o - o p e r a t i n g w i t h p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s and w o r k i n g 

w i t h i n t h e women's movement 

a t t h e same t i m e . " -

I n F i n l a n d , a s p l i t i n 

t h e Communist P a r t y ( w h i c h 

m i r r o r s t h e s p l i t i n t h e 

B r i t i s h Communist P a r t y 

between " S t a l i n i s t s " and 

"Euros") has r e s u l t e d i n a 

new phenomenon c a l l e d 

"communist f e m i n i s m . " Leena 

A l a n e n , h e r s e l f i n t h e CP, 

t o l d me: " D u r i n g t h e l a s t 

t h r e e o r f o u r y e a r s , 

something l i k e an autonomous 

women's movement has made an 

appearance w i t h i n t h e 

Communist P a r t y . When a 

s p l i t was t h r e a t e n e d , women 

fr o m d i f f e r e n t f a c t i o n s came 

s p o n t a n e o u s l y t o g e t h e r t o 

d i s c u s s t h e s i t u a t i o n and 

fo u n d t h a t on a g r a s s r o o t s 

l e v e l we c o u l d a c t f o r 

common aims . . . A l t h o u g h 

i n t h e end t h e s p l i t was n o t 

a v o i d e d , something e l s e was 

g a i n e d : a new con s c i o u s n e s s 

and c u l t u r e f o r communist 

women. We even a t one p o i n t 

a t t a c k e d , 

a l t o g e t h e r , a 

I k 
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m e e t i n g o f t h e c e n t r a l 

committee o f t h e F i n n i s h 

Communist P a r t y . " 

Two s p e c i f i c p o l i t i c a l 

i n i t i a t i v e s were d i s c u s s e d 

a t t h e Forum(s): t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f women's 

"quotas" i n e l e c t i v e 

p o l i t i c s , and t h e phenomenon 

o f Weiberrate, o r "women's 

c o u n c i l s . " Quotas have been 

most s u c c e s s f u l i n t h e 

s o c i a l d e m o c r a t i c s t a t e s o f 

S c h a n d i n a v i a , where f e m i ­

n i s t s have been campaigning 

f o r them f o r many y e a r s . 

B e a t r i c e Halsaa from Norway 

t o l d t h e Hamburg Forum t h a t 

quotas have been e s t a b l i s h e d 

i n t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y and t h e 

S o c i a l i s t L e f t P a r t y s i n c e 

1973-74. And i n 1984 even 

the Labour P a r t y gave i n . 

"The r e s u l t s , " she s a i d , 

"were a c l e a r f e m i n i z a t i o n 

o f P a r l i a m e n t a f t e r t h e 1985 

General E l e c t i o n , w i t h women 

now o c c u p y i n g 27 per c e n t o f 

seats . . . U n t h i n k a b l e a 

decade ago." Norway has a 

woman Prime M i n i s t e r and 

e i g h t women c a b i n e t 

m i n i s t e r s . I t w i l l be 

i n t e r e s t i n g t o see t h e l o n g -

t e r m e f f e c t s o f t h i s 

f e m i n i z a t i o n . 

Forum women w i t n e s s e d 

f o r themselves t h e e f f e c t o f 

quotas d u r i n g t h e Hamburg 

weekend: an all-women 

Greens l i s t were f i g h t i n g i n 

th e l o c a l e l e c t i o n s . The 

women g o t a r e s p e c t a b l e 10.4 

per c e n t o f t h e v o t e . 

Jeanne Gregory from B r i t a i n 

s a i d : "There was an 

e x c i t i n g p o l i t i c a l atmo­

sphere ... t o be t h e r e and 

see i t happen." And Lynne 

Segal s a i d : " I t made you 

r e a l i z e j u s t how d u l l 

E n g l i s h p o l i t i c s a r e and how 

t h a t ' s something t o do w i t h 

PR. I t made you t h i n k a g a i n 

about PR." 

The n e a r e s t e q u i v a l e n t 

we would have t o Weiberrate 

would be t h o s e l o c a l 

a u t h o r i t y women's committees 

which c o - o p t women from 

o u t s i d e t h e Labour P a r t y , 

e x c e p t t h a t Weiberrate by 

d e f i n i t i o n o p e r a t e o u t s i d e 

t h e l o c a l s t a t e . The 

Weiberrate—there a r e now 

t h r e e o r f o u r i n t h e German-

s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s - r e p r e s e n t 

an a t t e m p t t o g e t a l l 

c u r r e n t s o f f e m i n i s m 

( r a d i c a l / r e v o l u t i o n a r y / s o ­

c i a l i s t f e m i n i s m ) w o r k i n g 

t o g e t h e r b u t directed a t 

c e n t r e s o f p o l i t i c a l power. 

The West B e r l i n Weiberrat, 

f o r example, has become 

i n v o l v e d i n d i v e r s e cam­

p a i g n s , some w i t h a d i s t i n c t 

t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g edge t o 

them. For i n s t a n c e , t h e y 

were i n v o l v e d i n t h e 

s t r u g g l e t o g e t women w i t h i n 

t h e G r e e n / A l t e r n a t i v e p a r t y 

nominated as c a n d i d a t e s . 

They were p a r t o f t h e 

f r a m i n g o f a s e p a r a t e 

women's l i s t f o r l o c a l 

e l e c t i o n s i n B e r l i n , and 

t h e y have been i n v o l v e d i n 

s e t t i n g up a Commission f o r 

t h e E q u a l i t y o f Women, a 

g r a s s r o o t s campaigning body. 

So what has come o u t 

of t h e s e Forum meetings? 

The i d e a o f t h e Das Argument 

women was t o " o r g a n i z e " 

European s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

women: t h e y wanted d i s t i n c t 

s t r u c t u r e s and a m a n i f e s t o 

t o emerge from t h e Forum 

g e t - t o g e t h e r s , n e i t h e r o f 

which has y e t happened. 

Other Forum women a r e more 

r e l a x e d about what i s 

ha p p e n i n g . C y n t h i a Cockburn 

frSldftC- SJjiAS-i s fetter-

i t ' s n o t w o r t h m e e t i n g . I n 

t h i s w o r l d i t i s men who do 

th e t r a v e l l i n g . They a r e so 

much more m o b i l e , have so 

many more forums t h a n women 

d o — m i l i t a r y , f i n a n c i a l , 

t h e y even have spy r i n g s 1 

Whereas i t ' s r a r e f o r women 

t o have any k i n d o f i n t e r n a ­

t i o n a l f o r u m , o r g a n i z e d by 

and f o r us." 

For t h e moment, t h e n , 

i t seems t h a t t h e Forum w i l l 

r e main p r i n c i p a l l y an 

i n f o r m a t i o n and i d e a - s h a r i n g 

e x e r c i s e . Women t h e r e 

p o i n t e d o u t t o me how u s e f u l 

i t was t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t 

f e m i n i s m i n e v e r y w e s t e r n 

European c o u n t r y e x p e r i e n c e s 

th e same c o n t r a d i c t i o n : 

t h a t w h i c h e x i s t s between 

n e e d i n g t o d e v e l o p a 

s e p a r a t e women's p o l i t i c s 

w h i l e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y making 

an i n t e r v e n t i o n i n o r g a n i z e d 

p o l i t i c s , i n o r d e r t o change 

t h e w o r l d , r a t h e r t h a n 

s i m p l y t o s u r v i v e w i t h i n i t . 

I t would be g r e a t f o r 

B r i t i s h s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s 

i f a t l e a s t some o f t h e 

energy g e n e r a t e d a t t h e 

Forum, some o f t h e c o n t a c t s 

made, some o f t h e i d e a s 

swapped, c o u l d s t a r t t o 

e n l i v e n s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

p o l i t i c s o v e r h e r e . I t 

r e a l l y needs i t . 

says : I
l

m a b i t u n c l e a r 

(and l a z y t o o ) about how we 

" o r g a n i z e " i n Europe. I t ' s 

g r e a t when peo p l e have t h a t 

v i s i o n . But I don' t t h i n k 

i f i t ' s not happening t h e n 
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choice 
Irish Women Denied Right to Information 

Ir ish Women Fight 
for A c c e s s , Information, C h o i c e . 

L i n d a B r i s k i n 

T o r o n t o 

I n I r e l a n d t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 

f e r t i l i t y c o n t r o l has been a 

l o n g and d i f f i c u l t one. 

A b o r t i o n i s i l l e g a l . Con­

t r a c e p t i o n o n l y became l e g a l 

i n 1979, a f t e r a long-drawn-

o u t s t r u g g l e by t h e I r i s h 

women's movement. Access t o 

c h o i c e i n c o n t r a c e p t i v e 

method i s l i m i t e d f o r many 

r u r a l and w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

women, and many C a t h o l i c 

d o c t o r s and p h a r m a c i s t s 

r e f u s e t o p r o v i d e a r t i f i c i a l 

b i r t h c o n t r o l . I n 1983 an 

a n t i - a b o r t i o n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

amendment was passed by 66% 

of t h o s e who v o t e d , w hich 

s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e a l r e a d y 

e x i s t i n g a b o r t i o n laws and 

made p r o h i b i t i o n on a b o r t i o n 

a b s o l u t e . Even t h e two 

s i t u a t i o n s i n which a b o r t i o n 

i s a l l o w e d by t h e C a t h o l i c 

Church, e c t o p i c pregnancy 

and u t e r i n e c a n c e r , a r e 

t e c h n i c a l l y i l l e g a l , a l ­

though h o s p i t a l s c o n t i n u e t o 

p e r f o r m t h e s e p r o c e d u r e s . 

The 1,200 women a t t h e 

T h i r d I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n t e r ¬

d i s c i p l i n a r y Congress on 

Women h e l d i n D u b l i n i n J u l y 

1987, i n c l u d i n g a group o f 

se v e n t y Canadian women o f 

which I was p a r t , were 

c a l l e d upon t o d e m o n s t r a t e 

t o "Defend t h e Women's 

C l i n i c s . " T h e i r c l o s u r e was 

a r e s u l t o f a High Court 

R u l i n g i n response t o a 

c h a l l e n g e by an extreme 

r i g h t - w i n g C a t h o l i c o r g a n i z ­

a t i o n , t h e S o c i e t y f o r t h e 

P r o t e c t i o n o f t h e Unborn 

C h i l d , t o t h e pregnancy 

c o u n s e l l i n g s e r v i c e o f two 

D u b l i n women's c l i n i c s . 

S i n c e J u l y 1983, one o f 

the s e c l i n i c s , Open L i n e 

C o u n s e l l i n g , has h e l p e d more 

than 2,000 women w i t h t h e 

problem o f unwanted p r e g ­

nancy. As a r e s u l t o f t h e i r 

c l o s u r e , I r i s h women who 

wi s h t o have an a b o r t i o n 

cannot r e c e i v e c o u n s e l l i n g 

i n I r e l a n d , b ut o f t e n must 

go a l o n e t o B r i t a i n . 

I r e l a n d i s t h e o n l y c o u n t r y 

i n Europe where women are 

d e n i e d informat ion on abor­

t i o n . 

I n t h e e s t i m a t i o n o f 

I r i s h f e m i n i s t s , t h e r u l i n g 

marks a wate r s h e d i n t h e 

a t t a c k s on women's r i g h t s . 

I t s t a t e s t h a t a b o r t i o n i s 

" e v i l and wrong i n e v e r y 

sense" and t h a t t h e r i g h t -

t o - l i f e o f t h e f e t u s must be 

g i v e n s t a t u t o r y p r o t e c t i o n 

f r o m t h e moment of concep­

t i o n . 

Because o f t h e em­

p h a s i s i n t h e r u l i n g on t h e 

r i g h t s o f t h e f e t u s over 

women's r i g h t s , charges 

a g a i n s t women who have abor­

t i o n s become a r e a l p o s s i ­

b i l i t y . Under t h e Of f e n s e s 

A g a i n s t t h e Persons A c t 

(1861) a woman a t t e m p t i n g t o 

a b o r t h e r s e l f f a c e s l i f e 

i m p r i s o n m e n t , and anyone 

h e l p i n g h e r t o p r o c u r e an 

a b o r t i o n f a c e s a sentence o f 

f i v e y e a r s . The High C o u r t 

R u l i n g r e a f f i r m s t h i s A c t 

and r e p r e s e n t s one o f t h e 

s t r o n g e s t a n t i - a b o r t i o n laws 

t o be found anywhere i n t h e 

w o r l d . 

On Thursday J u l y 10, I 

s e t o u t t o f i n d t h e D e p a r t ­

ment o f J u s t i c e a t 22 S t . 

Stephen's Green, t h e l o c a ­

t i o n o f t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n t o 

s u p p o r t t h e women's c l i n i c s . 

I was a few minutes l a t e 

w i n d i n g my way t h r o u g h un­

f a m i l i a r D u b l i n s t r e e t s , b u t 

when I a r r i v e d I was d i s ­

mayed t o f i n d a s m a l l g a t h ­

e r i n g o f s i x p e o p l e a t t e m p ­

t i n g t o s t a p l e some r a t h e r 

l a r g e s i g n s t o p o s t s w i t h a 

w h o l l y i n a d e q u a t e s t a p l e r . 

The i d e a t h a t such an a t t a c k 

on women would m o b i l i z e o n l y 

a few women f r o m t h e more 

th a n a thousand c o n f e r e n c e 

d e l e g a t e s t o t h e Congress 

h o r r i f i e d me. But g r a d -
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u a l l y a s m a l l group g a t h e r ­

ed, perhaps a 100, l a z i l y 

watched by two p o l i c e m e n . 

The I r i s h o r g a n i z e r s 

d i s t r i b u t e d l a r g e s i g n s each 

w i t h a l e t t e r s p e l l i n g o u t 

"DEPEND THE CLINICS" and we 

l i n e d up i n f r o n t o f t h e 

massive f a c e l e s s modern g r a y 

b u i l d i n g . Women were i n ­

v i t e d t o speak about t h e 

s i t u a t i o n o f r e p r o d u c t i v e 

r i g h t s i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s . 

Few came f o r w a r d and t h o s e 

t h a t d i d spoke m o s t l y o f 

a t t a c k and r e s t r i c t i o n s . I t 

dawned on me as I s t o o d 

t h e r e t h a t Canadian women, 

d e s p i t e i n e q u a l i t y o f access 

and a t t a c k s by t h e r e l i g i o u s 

r i g h t , had made some g a i n s 

o v e r t h e y e a r s . I spoke t o 

t h e g r oup about t h e T o r o n t o 

A b o r t i o n C l i n i c open f o r 

f o u r y e a r s d e s p i t e t h e l e g a l 

c h a l l e n g e s , o f t h e M a r i o n 

Powell r e p o r t , w hich d e s p i t e 

i t s l i m i t a t i o n s a f f i r m s t h e 

r i g h t o f women t o e q u a l 

s e r v i c e s , and o f t h e 

s t r u g g l e i n Quebec w h i c h 

n e t t e d M o r g e n t h a l e r t h r e e 

a c q u i t t a l s and t h e women o f 

Quebec a n e t w o r k o f women's 

c l i n i c s which p r o v i d e a 

range o f s e r v i c e s i n c l u d i n g 

a b o r t i o n s . I n some ways 

t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t e x t 

and t h e s e r i o u s a t t a c k f a c e d 

by I r i s h women a l l o w e d me t o 

see our g a i n s i n a new 

l i g h t . 

E v e n t u a l l y our s m a l l 

band began t h e t r e k back t o 

T r i n i t y C o l l e g e . A l t h o u g h 

unplanned and i l l e g a l , we 

took t o t h e s t r e e t , much t o 

th e s u r p r i s e o f two o n - l o o k ­

i n g p o l i c e m e n . We marched 

down G r a f t o n S t r e e t , t h e 

main shopping promenade i n 

D u b l i n , s t i l l crowded f o r 

th e l u n c h h o u r . When we 

reached t h e e n t r a n c e o f 

T r i n i t y C o l l e g e which f a c e s 

a major t r a f f i c c i r c l e , an 

i n s p i r e d s u g g e s t i o n l e d t o 

us s i t t i n g down on t h e r o a d 

and s t o p p i n g t h e t r a f f i c 

coming a t us f r o m a s t a r t ­

l i n g number o f d i r e c t i o n s . 

L a t e r t h e I r i s h o r gan­

i z e r s o f t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n 

t o l d me i t was t h e most 

s p i r i t e d r e p r o d u c t i v e r i g h t s 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n t h e y had e v e r 

seen i n D u b l i n , and perhaps 

one o f t h e l a r g e s t ! They 

hope t h a t t h e I r i s h women's 

movement, t o g e t h e r w i t h 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l f e m i n i s t p r e s ­

s u r e , and p r e s s u r e f r o m t h e 

European Economic Community 

(EEC) w h i c h o p e r a t e s on t h e 

UN p r i n c i p l e o f freedom o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n o f a l l c i t i z e n s 

r e g a r d l e s s o f n a t i o n a l f r o n ­

t i e r s ( i n t h e UN C o n v e n t i o n 

o f Human R i g h t s ) , w i l l l e a d 

t o t h e R u l i n g b e i n g o v e r ­

t u r n e d . 

Sources : 

Ruth R i d d i c k . Non-direct ive 

Pregnancy Counsel Iing and 

the Law i n the Republic of 

Ireland. D u b l i n : 

"Defend t h e Women's 

C l i n i c s , " L e a f l e t , n d . 

More i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m , and 

l e t t e r s o f s u p p o r t t o , 

Defend t h e C l i n i c s Campaign, 

6 Crowe S t . , D u b l i n 2, I r e l a n d . 

» MATCH... 
Canadian and 
Third World 
Women Working 
Together 
for Change 

H Supporting projects run by and for women 
in Nicaragua, Peru, Zimbabwe and other 
Third World countries 

B Linking women and their concerns around 
the world 

• Demonstrating solidarity with Third World 
women's struggles in practical ways 

For more information write: 

M A T C H International Centre 
205-200 Elgin St., Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1L5 

mem 
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reviews 
Housebroken 
Leona Gom, NeWest Press: Edmonton, 1986 

C y n t h i a F l o o d 

Vancouver 

Leona Gom's p o e t r y (Land of 

the Peace, NorthBound) i s 

a l r e a d y well-known f o r i t s 

p r e c i s e l y expressed e m o t i o n , 

humour, and e v o c a t i o n o f 

la n d s c a p e , and many r e a d e r s 

have been l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o 

th e p u b l i c a t i o n o f h e r f i r s t 

n o v e l . Housebroken has a l l 

t h e a t t r i b u t e s o f Gom's 

p o e t r y . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e 

commodious framework o f t h e 

no v e l enables h e r t o ex­

p l o r e , t h r o u g h t h e sad l i v e s 

o f h e r c h a r a c t e r s , many 

i n t e r r e l a t e d i s s u e s o f 

i n t e r e s t t o f e m i n i s t s . I t 

i s an a b s o r b i n g and t h o u g h t ­

f u l book. 

Set i n C h i l l i w a c k , 

B.C. (a F r a s e r V a l l e y town 

whose u g l i n e s s Gom d e s c r i b e s 

e x a c t l y ) , Housebroken i s 

t o l d by o n c e - d i v o r c e d and 

once-widowed E l l e n , who i s 

now i n h e r e a r l y f o r t i e s , 

t r y i n g t o d e f i n e h e r s e l f and 

her l i f e ' s p urpose. I n t h e 

cour s e o f h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

w i t h h e r n e i g h b o u r s , Susan 

and Whitman, E l l e n a n a l y s e s 

t h e i r l i v e s and h e r s , b o t h 

p a s t and p r e s e n t . She asks 

how p e o p l e become what t h e y 

a r e , and e s p e c i a l l y , how 

f r i e n d s h i p between women i s 

n u r t u r e d o r b l i g h t e d ; why 

women depend on men and why 

men d e s i r e t h a t dependence; 

how people d e c e i v e them­

s e l v e s and o t h e r s about 

t h e i r h i s t o r y , needs and 

b e l i e f s ; what meanings sex­

u a l c o n n e c t i o n s do and d o n ' t 

have; what people f e e l about 

t h e l o c a t i o n s and p h y s i c a l 

s t r u c t u r e s o f t h e l i v e s t h e y 

l i v e . 

That t h e n o v e l does 

no t s i n k beneath t h e w e i g h t 

o f t h e s e i s s u e s i n d i c a t e s 

Gom's s k i l l i n c h a r a c t e r i z a ­

t i o n . E l l e n i n p a r t i c u l a r , 

i s f u l l y d e v e l o p e d . Readers 

l e a r n h e r e s s e n t i a l q u a l i ­

t i e s by s e e i n g how t h e y 

express themselves i n her 

c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h Susan and 

Whitman, and we can a l s o see 

p r e v i o u s l y u n l i v e d a s p e c t s 

of t h i s woman come i n t o 

b e i n g . Her p o l i t i c s , i n t h e 

b r o a d e s t sense, and h e r 

f e e l i n g s about her body, a r e 

v e r y w e l l p r e s e n t e d , as i s 

her t r a n s i t i o n a l s t a g e o f 

l i f e ; E l l e n i s i n one o f 

th o s e d r e a d f u l p e r i o d s o f 

f l u x w h ich t u r n o u t t o have 

been f u l l o f d e s i g n , i n ­

v i s i b l e t i l l seen i n r e t r o s ­

p e c t . Whose d e s i g n ? and how 

made? a r e y e t o t h e r ques­

t i o n s posed by Housebroken. 

They d i r e c t l y concern agora­

p h o b i c Susan; a l t h o u g h we 

have m u l t i p l e sources o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n about h e r , she 

i s n o t as a l i v e as E l l e n , 

f i c t i o n a l l y s p e a k i n g . She 

i s more l i k e a p u z z l e t h e 

r e a d e r wants t o s o l v e . h e r 

husband, Whitman, arouses 

o t h e r d e s i r e s — t o shake, t o 

g i v e a s w i f t k i c k . But he 

i s w i l d l y and r i d i c u l o u s l y 

a l i v e , and a l o n g w i t h Susan 

and E l l e n produces a t h r e e -

way c o n n e c t i o n whose t a n g l e s 

and depths and i n t e r n a l 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i s a l s o 

a l i v e . 

The t e c h n i q u e s Gom has 

employed t o t e l l h er s t o r y 

l i e c o m f o r t a b l y w i t h i n t h e 

t r a d i t i o n s o f mainstream 

r e a l i s m , and she uses them 

w e l l . E l l e n as f i r s t - p e r s o n 

n a r r a t o r l o o k s back over a 

c r i t i c a l p e r i o d o f h e r l i f e , 

w hich has c u l m i n a t e d i n h e r 
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reviews 
f r i e n d Susan's d e a t h . GOB 

g i v e s access t o t h e i n d i v i d ­

u a l and j o i n t a s p e c t s o f t h e 

p r i n c i p l e c h a r a c t e r s by 

means o f t h e f l a s h b a c k s and 

by i n c o r p o r a t i n g Susan's 

j o u r n a l s , l e t t e r s , r a d i o 

p l a y , poems and s t o r i e s . 

P r e s e n t - t i m e scenes i n t h e 

p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g Susan's 

d e a t h f l e s h o u t our p e r c e p ­

t i o n s o f Whitman and E l l e n , 

and b r i n g t h e p l o t t o i t s 

c o n c l u s i o n , w hich o f f e r s a t 

l a s t a b r e a t h o f hope f o r 

t h e n a r r a t o r ' s f u t u r e . 

T h r o u g h o u t , e x t e n s i v e and 

e f f e c t i v e d i a l o g u e and i n ­

t e r i o r monologue t a k e t h e 

f i c t i o n f o r w a r d . I t ' s a 

p l e a s u r e t o r e a d a n o v e l so 

w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d . 

The o n l y p o i n t a t 

w h i c h t h e d e s i g n i s l e s s 

t h a n s a t i s f a c t o r y i s a t t h e 

end. T h e r e , r e v e r s a l s and 

r e v e l a t i o n s p i l e up w i t h t o o 

much speed. A more measured 

pace would make E l l e n ' s 

assessment o f h e r e xper­

i e n c e s f e e l more s o l i d . 

For me, two a s p e c t s o f 

Housebroken a r e o f s p e c i a l 

i n t e r e s t . The f i r s t i s i t s 

e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e l i n k s 

between t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

woman and h e r s e t t i n g . 

There i s a h o r r i b l e c o r ­

respondence between Susan's 

s h a p e l e s s , c o n f u s e d e x i s t ­

ence, w i t h i t s a t t e n d a n t 

t e r r o r s , and t h e d i n g y g r i a -

ness o f t h e town where she 

l i v e s . She has no r e l a t i o n 

w i t h t h e i n d u s t r i a l and 

commercial raison d'etre o f 

t h a t t own, e x c e p t as a 

f e m a l e consumer. 

E l l e n , e x i l e d f r o m 

Vancouver, has few ways o f 

Inker spare tme, 

nr*Danwa« Write* 
poetry and reads 
it to her friends 

c o n n e c t i n g s o c i a l l y i n h e r 

new 'home', f o r as a m i d d l e 

aged w i f e and widow, t h e 

town i s n o t d e s i g n e d f o r 

h e r . She must s t r u g g l e t o 

f i n d ways o f b e i n g i n i t , 

and o f m a i n t a i n i n g even t h i n 

t i e s w i t h c i t y f r i e n d s l i k e 

Brenda. W i t h Brenda she 

j o u r n e y s n o r t h b r i e f l y , and 

I c a n ' t t h i n k i t i s c o i n c i ­

dence t h a t Gom e s t a b l i s h e s 

t h e Peace R i v e r c o u n t r y as a 

source o f t r u t h a b o u t 

Susan's h i s t o r y and as t h e 

s o u r c e o f much o f t h a t h i s ­

t o r y ' s p a i n . 

The second p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y n o t e w o r t h y a s p e c t o f 

t h i s n o v e l i s p o l i t i c a l . 

There i s now, i n E n g l i s h 

anyway, a body o f modern 

f i c t i o n i n w hich f e m i n i s t 

c h a r a c t e r s a r e dominant and 

f e m i n i s t v a l u e s e x p l i c i t . 

GOB has t a k e n a d i f f e r e n t 

r o u t e , and c r e a t e d a c e n t r a l 

c h a r a c t e r whose p o l i t i c s a r e 

l i b e r a l , w h i l e h e r own per­

s p e c t i v e i s c o n s i d e r a b l y 

more r a d i c a l . The r e s u l t 

f o r t h e r e a d e r i s a b i n o c u ­

l a r v i s i o n . We see what 

E l l e n sees, b u t a l s o we see 

f a r more. Such a t w o - l a y ­

e r e d p e r s p e c t i v e t a k e s s k i l l 

o f a h i g h o r d e r t o p r o d u c e . 

I t a l s o c h a l l e n g e s r e a d e r s 

whose p o l i t i c a l p e r s u a s i o n s 

a r e l e f t - w i n g and f e m i n i s t , 

because E l l e n and Susan show 

us both t h e f a r - r e a c h i n g 

i n f l u e n c e o f our movement 

and t h e i r sad l i m i t a t i o n . 

Our a n a l y s e s a r e n o t com­

p e l l i n g f o r E l l e n ; and Susan 

r i d e s always so c l o s e t o t h e 

p i t o f d e s p a i r t h a t she 

s c a r c e l y has eyes o r energy 

f o r t h e l a r g e r w o r l d . 

Housebroken shows us t h a t , 

a l t h o u g h we may have begun 

t o break down t h e house, we 

a r e a l o n g way f r o m b u i l d i n g 

anew. * 
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The Witches of Eastwick 
Directed by George Miller. 

Sue Chapman 

T o r o n t o 

The Faustus myth s w i t c h e s 

gender I n t h e r e c e n t f i l m , 

The W i t c h e s o f E a s t w i c k . A 

w i t t y and l u s t f u l d e v i l 

( J a c k N i c h o l s o n ) s e t s o u t t o 

l u r e t h e s o u l s o f Cher, 

Susan Sarandon and M i c h e l l e 

P f e i f f e r t o h e l l masquer­

a d i n g as s e x u a l heaven. 

I t ' s a f i l m w h ich ought t o 

be s e n t t o t h e i n f e r n o s e t 

a s i d e f o r a l l c o n d e s c e n d i n g , 

p a t r i a r c h a l Hollywood n a r r a ­

t i v e s about women. I t i s 

s t u n n i n g t o t h i n k t h a t f i l m s 

such as The H i t c h e s o f East­

w i c k w i t h i t s b l a t a n t l y 

a n t i - f e m i n i s t s l a n t a r e 

s t i l l b e i n g f i n a n c e d . ^ 

A l t h o u g h g r a n t e d sex­

u a l i d e n t i t y , t h e f i l m ' s 

t h r e e l e a d i n g women a r e 

d e n i e d p e r s o n a l i d e n t i t y . 

They f o r f e i t c o n t r o l o f 

t h e i r d a l l y l i v e s , and u l ­

t i m a t e l y of t h e i r b o d i e s , t o 

t h e supposed "magnetism" o f 

N i c h o l s o n ' s d e v i l i s h c h a r ­

a c t e r . They a r e t r a n s f o r m e d 

from s m a l l - t o w n American 

women w i t h s i m p l e l i v e s t o 

Sunset B o u l e v a r d femmes 

fatales. And j u s t a t t h e 

moment when you t h i n k t h e i r 

c h a r a c t e r s may s u b v e r t t h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l H o l l y w o o d imag­

e r y w i t h a show o f t h e i r 

s t r e n g t h , t h e y c o l l a p s e and 

se r v e o n l y t o p e r p e t u a t e t h e 

myth o f woman as b r e e d e r and 

homemaker. A l a s , t h e t r a d i ­

t i o n a l n a r r a t i v e f i l m l i v e s 

on. 

E a s t w i c k ' s i d e o l o g y 

f i r s t r e a r s i t s u g l y head i n 

th e s e d u c t i o n scene between 

N i c h o l s o n and Cher. A f t e r 

l u n c h i n g w i t h N i c h o l s o n , 

Cher d e c i d e s t h a t t h i s once-

a p p e a l i n g male i s t h e most 

b o r i n g , s e l f - c e n t r e d and 

obnoxious man she has ever 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h , and moves 

d e c i s i v e l y t o r e t u r n home t o 

f i x d i n n e r . N i c h o l s o n 

s l o w l y c i r c l e s around a 

p a r a l y z e d Cher, and b e g i n s 

t o p o i n t o u t and u l t i m a t e l y 

c o n v i n c e t h e woman o f t h e 

f u t i l i t y o f h e r e x i s t e n c e . 

He l e c t u r e s h e r on o b l i g ­

a t i o n s and g e n e r a l i z e s con­

d e s c e n d i n g l y about t h e 

h a b i t s o f "The F r u s t r a t e d 

Woman". "The p i l l s , t h e 



reviews 
booze", two i n t r i c a t e prob­

lems o f modern women's 

l i v e s , a r e used by N i c h o l s o n 

• e r e l y as case p o i n t s t o 

conquer Cher's v a g i n a . 

The f i l m p l a y s h e a v i l y 

on t h e n o t i o n t h a t no 

woman's l i f e i s complete 

w i t h o u t maximum h e t e r o s e x u a l 

f u l f i l l m e n t . I t s t r e s s e s 

s e x u a l l i b e r a t i o n , y e t t h i s 

l i b e r a t i o n i s u l t i m a t e l y 

r e p r e s s i v e . I t i s 

c o n t r o l l e d by N i c h o l s o n ' s 

whims and h i s o c c u l t power. 

The w e a l t h y Beelzebub des­

p e r a t e l y reaches o u t one 

n i g h t f o r a se x u a l e n c o u n t e r 

w i t h one o f h i s t h r e e v i c ­

t i m s . R e j e c t e d by a l l o f 

them, he c a s t s an e v i l s p e l l 

o v e r them, c a u s i n g p a i n and 

a l m o s t d e a t h t o h i s p l a y ­

mates. The scene d e t e r i o r ­

a t e s i n t o an up-market 

v e r s i o n o f S & M. 

F e l i c i a i s t h e h y s t e r ­

i c a l , undersexed, o v e r -

r e l i g i o u s woman who warns 

and p r o p h e s i e s i n v a i n o f 

th e " e v i l on t h e h i l l " , as 

she r e f e r s t o t h e i n v o l v e ­

ment o f t h e t h r e e " w i t c h e s " 

w i t h " t h a t man". Her c h a r ­

a c t e r o c c u p i e s perhaps t h e 

most c o n t e n t i o u s p o s i t i o n i n 

th e f i l m . She i s p o r t r a y e d 

as t h e c a r i c a t u r e o f a 

r e p r e s s e d P u r i t a n , and s e t 

up t o m i l k t h e audience f o r 

mocking l a u g h s . U l t i m a t e l y , 

her f a t e i s d e a t h . 

By k i l l i n g o f f t h i s 

s upposedly r i g h t - w i n g , p u r ­

i t a n i c a l v o i c e , does t h e 

f i l m manage t o e s t a b l i s h 

i t s e l f as p r o g r e s s i v e ? 

C e r t a i n l y n o t : i t c l i n g s t o 

t r a d i t i o n a l m a s c u l i n e and 

f e m i n i n e r o l e s , and t h e 

d i s t o r t e d n o t i o n o f s e x u a l 

l i b e r a t i o n f o r women t y p i c a l 

o f H ollywood f i l m s . 

F e l i c i t y ' s v o i c e i s t h e most 

s e r i o u s — a n d t h e r e f o r e 

m a r g i n a l i z e d — i n E a s t w i c k . 

I t i s because o f her s o o t h ­

s a y i n g a b i l i t y t h a t she must 

d i e , and h e r d e a t h i s no­

t h i n g b u t t h e s i l e n c i n g o f 

a n t i - e s t a b l i s h m e n t v a l u e s . 

The H i t c h e s o f E a s t ­

w i c k ends on t h e most p a t ­

r i a r c h a l n o t e I ' v e seen on 

c e l l u l o i d i n a l o n g t i m e . 

The t h r e e women have g i v e n 

up t h e i r s e p a r a t e houses and 

l i v e s , and have come t o ­

g e t h e r under one r o o f : his 

r o o f . T h e i r master has l e f t 

f o r a n o t h e r l i f e , so t h e 

women share t h e upkeep o f 

h i s m e m o ry—not o n l y by 

l i v i n g i n h i s s a n c t u a r y , b u t 

a l s o by r e a r i n g t h e c h i l d r e n 

he has g r a c i o u s l y c o n c e i v e d 

w i t h each. The camera, i n 

wide s h o t , r e v e a l s a seem­

i n g l y m a t r i a r c h a l d o m e s t i c -

b l i s s scene, u n t i l M i c h e l l e 

P f e l f f e r p i n e s , "Don't you 

j u s t w i s h he'd come b a c k — 

even f o r a day?" Cher, 

h a v i n g a p p a r e n t l y come t o 

her senses, q u i p s , "no". 

The camera t h e n t i l t s up t o 

a m u l t i - t e l e v i s i o n - m o n i t o r e d 

w a l l , on w h i c h N i c h o l s o n ' s 

f a c e a p p e a r s . The women a r e 

mesmerized and drawn t o i t . 

A f t e r a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n 

w i t h h i m, t h e y r e a c h f o r t h e 

remote c o n t r o l b u t t o n and 

s w i t c h him o f f ! 

For a s p l i t second I 

had a f e e l i n g o f e l a t i o n . 

The women d i d something 

p o s i t i v e , d e c i s i v e . They 

c o n t r o l l e d h i m, t h i s may be 

a more p o s i t i v e f i l m t h a n I 

t h i n k . My i l l u s i o n s a r e 

s h a t t e r e d as t h e camera 

p u l l s back t o r e v e a l t h e 

t h r e e mothers h a p p i l y s u r ­

rounded by t h e i r (so f a r ) 

a n g e l i c young sons. A l ­

though N i c h o l s o n h i m s e l f may 

have d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m t h e i r 

l i v e s , h i s i n f l u e n c e w i l l 

always e x i s t t h r o u g h t h e 

presence o f h i s o f f s p r i n g . 

The women's l i v e s move 

f u l l c i r c l e i n The H i t c h e s 

o f E a s t w i c k . They b e g i n 

bored by t h e i r l i v e s c a r i n g 

f o r c h i l d r e n , and end up 

t i e d t o even more (and more 

menacing) c h i l d r e n . The 

e n t i r e p l o t o f t h e f i l m can 

be c o n s i d e r e d a man's game, 

i n w h ich t h e women o n l y 

think t h e y have won. I n ­

s t e a d however, t h e y have 

f a l l e n p r e y t o t h e u l t i m a t e 

i n male o p p r e s s i o n . They 

have been d e n i e d power and 

knowledge, and a r e rewarded 

w i t h t h e same o l d t o k e n : 

motherhood. 

s 
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Our Choice and Challenge 

On May 1 1 , 

we stand by those who w i l l f i g h t f o r 

emancipation and l i b e r a t i o n . . . For those who 

have s t r u g g l e d f o r the emancipation of women and the 

l i b e r a t i o n of our people. We w i l l commit our vote to womei 

and men who are uncompromising i n t h e i r f i g h t to defend the 

we l f a r e of women and the w e l f a r e of the n a t i o n . 

Ours i s a vote f o r PEACE . . . 

fo r p r o t e c t i o n from a l l forms of i n t e r v e n t i o n and t h r e a t s of vi o l e n c e . ' 

For us, t h i s means: Remove a l l U.S. bases. Ban a l l n u c l e a r weapons. 

Stop m i l i t a r i z a t i o n and the i n c r e a s i n g v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s . 

Pronote e q u a l i t y of the s e x e s . Stop and p e n a l i z e a l l abuse, e x p l o i t a t i o n 

and v i o l e n c e on our women. 

Ours i s a vote f o r SURVIVAL . . . 

fo r food and jobs and education and s h e l t e r . For u s , t h i s means: 

Free land to the t i l l e r s . N a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of s t r a t e g i c i n d u s t r i e s . 

S e l e c t i v e debt r e p u d i a t i o n . Mass housing program. Free education. P r i c e 

c o n t r o l of b a s i c commodities. Equal pay f o r equal work. Daycare 

c e n t e r s and support s e r v i c e s f o r working women. 

Ours I s a vote f o r DIGNITY . . . 

fo r r e s p e c t f o r i n d i v i d u a l s as f r e e c i t i z e n s and f o r the country 

as an independent sovereign n a t i o n . For us, t h i s means: Stop U.S 

i n t e r v e n t i o n . Grant s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n to n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s . 

Abrogate a l l unequal t r e a t i e s . Repeal d i s c r i m i n a t o r y laws 

a g a i n s t women. Stop sex tourism, the t r a f f i c k i n g 

of women and the p r o s t i t u t i o n of c i t i z e n s . 

Our stand i s c l e a r . 

So a r e our c h o i c e s . . . . 

N e l i a Sancho 

Romeo Capulong 

C r i s p i n B e l t r a n 

G A B R I E L A 
Jaime Tadaeo 

Bernabe Buscayno 

Horacio Morales 

Jose Burgos J r . 
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