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Dear Newsletter Committee, 

In mid-July o f this year I resigned 
as a member of IWDC, and I would 
appreciate i t i f the Committee would 
publish the l e t t e r 1 submitted t o 
the organizat ion in the Newsletter: 

Dear IUJDC, 
This l e t t e r w i l l serve as my resigna­

t i on from IUJDC. Making the decision 
to stop coming t o IUJDC has not 
been an easy one f o r me; I have been 
a member since 1979, and the group 
has been the cen t re of my po l i t i ca l 
a c t i v i t y . 

Î f i na l l y decided t o leave IUJDC 
because I do not fee l t h a t we are 
going anywhere. I no longer kno why 
we ex ist as a po l i t i c a l grouping and 
i t seems impossible to get the group 
to discuss t ha t . I have f e l t impatient 
w i th the group's lack of po l i t i ca l 
discussion f o r over a year. I had 

hoped the conference in May would 
help the group t o change, but we 
haven ' t real ly changed; we've jus t 
cont inued to plan and plan when we 
can ta lk about the issues facing us. 
I no longer believe the group can 

or wi l l deal w i th the issues of pol i t ics, 
leadership, purpose, and accountabi l i ty . 
For me those are crucia l issues for 
any social i st feminist group and the 
lack o f discussion angers and f r u s t r a t e s 
me. Such anger and f r u s t r a t i o n do 
no good t o me or IUIDC. I f IUJDC is 
to change, i t needs women who are 
optimist ic about what is happening 
with the group. I am not and so have 
decided to resign from IUJDC. I wish 
I could believe t ha t IUIDC would/will 
change. 1 s t i l l believe in the idea 
of IUJDC, I j u s t can ' t work in the rea l i t y . 

Nancy Adamson 

IWDC Newsletter Committee -

thank you for sending the 
copies of your newsletter. An exchange 
i s a good idea. I enclose our l a s t 
newsletter on Women and Religion, and 
w i l l ask the Women's Centre to put you 
on t h e i r exchange mailing l i s t . We 
publish every month—at least have 
managed i t so f a r — a n d choose a theme 
for each issue; our next i s How I Became 
a Femi ni st and we have one dynami te 
contribution. We try to get local s t u f f 
--women's personal experiences, or at 
least that i s what I am interested i n — 
as well as stuff on pornography e t c . . . 

In sisterhood, 

Roberta Buchanan, S t . John's Status 
of Women Council Newsletter, P.O. 
Box 6072, S t . John's, Newfoundland, 
A1CA1C. 

IWDC Newsletter C o l l e c t i v e -

Thank you for the copy of your 
newsletter. I'm very impressed by the 
work your group i s doing. We'd be very 
pleased to exchange newsletters. You 
should be receiving our next issue in 
September. 

Sincerely, 
Cheryl Boon, Breaking The Silence 
C o l l e c t i v e , c/o School of Social 
Work , Carleton University, Ottawa, 

Ontario, K1S 5B6. 



From the Newsletter Committee 
The past year has seen a number of 
changes in the newsletter. While the 
change in format with our March issue i s 
perhaps the most obvious, we feel there 
have been equally important changes in 
content and direction which many of you 
wi11 have not iced. 

The news le tter commi t tee has worked 
hard to broaden the scope of the newslet­
ter, both in terms of the kinds of 
a r t i c l e s s o l i c i t e d and the topics 
covered. We have wanted to make i t less 
Toronto-centric and more r e f l e c t i v e of 
the larger Canadian women's movement, and 
also to expand our coverage of women's 
struggles i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . We are trying 
to get more "think" pieces, not j u s t 
reports or announcements of events. 
We've tri e d to make the newsletter begin 
to serve as a forum for the many issues 
and debates that are confronting the 
women's movement in Toronto and 
elsewhere. While there i s s t i l l lots 
of room for improvement ( . . .we want 
more of you contributing, more coverage 
by native women, women of colour, 
lesbians, personal p o l i t i c s and c u l t u r a l 
issues . .) we believe that the 

newsletter has changed q u a l i t a t i v e l y to 
the point where we can legitimately 
beginning describing i t in s l i g h t l y more 
ambitious terms. We've started thinking 
of i t as a " b u l l e t i n ; " what do you 
think? 

We believe that there i s a need for 
a s o c i a l i s t feminist publication in 
Canada, one in which women can address 
the questions which concern us, debate 
them, explore points of difference, 
deepen our unity, and generally promote a 
process of communication and networking. 
A b u l l e t i n in which women from different 
regions can share the lessons of our 
different struggles. We'd l i k e to 
contribute to that process. 

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP 

The newsletter i s over two years old now 
and while we have lots of energy, ideas 
and enthusiasm for producing the kind of 
sf b u l l e t i n we described above, we also 
want to take the time to stop and 
evaluate. We'd l i k e to know i f you 
think the changes in the l a s t year have 
been good ones? I s the direction we're 
suggesting part of what's needed to 
strengthen the s o c a l i s t feminist current? 
What do you want to see in i t ? Is i t a 
vehicle you'll want to use to share your 
ideas and concerns? Or i s i t j u s t more 
paper you don't need? 

We real ize that the task we have 
undertaken i s far from easy, but we hope 
that what we have achieved so far w i l l 
convince you that i t is worthwhile, and 
r e a l i s t i c . We are counting on your 
support and p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

---The News l e t t e r Commi ttee ; 
Marie Lorenzo, Christina 
Mi l l s and Lynda Yanz. 



IWDC TAKES STOCK 

As was mentioned i n our l a s t 

n e w s l e t t e r , IWDC has been g o i n g t h r o u g h 

a p r o c e s s o f e v a l u a t i o n and d i s c u s s i o n . 

I n May we h e l d our annual c o n f e r e n c e and 

th e agenda was q u i t e c l e a r . Over t h e 

p a s t y e a r we have f e l t , b o t h as 

i n d i v i d u a l s and as a g r o u p , t h e e f f e c t s 

o f t h e c h a n g i n g economic and p o l i t i c a l 

s cene. Col l e c t i v e l y we had n o t t a k e n 

t h e n e c e s s a r y t i m e t o a n a l y z e e i t h e r t h e 

c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n o r t h e way i n which we 

were w o r k i n g , w i t h i n t h e group or 

o u t s i d e i t . 

A t t h e c o n f e r e n c e we wanted t o 

b e g i n t h i s p r o c e s s . We needed t o come 

t o terms w i t h our r o l e as a s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n , what such a 

g r o u p i n g c o u l d c o n t r i b u t e , and how we 

s h o u l d s t r u c t u r e o u r s e l v e s t o work most 

e f f e c t i v e l y . Our s t o c k - t a k i n g was 

o v e r d u e , and we u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e was t o be t h e s t a r t o f a 

l o n g e r , more i n t e g r a t e d process o f 

d i s c u s s i o n and a n a l y s i s . 

D u r i n g t h e c o n f e r e n c e , each member 

spoke o f h e r p e r s o n a l and p o l i t i c a l 

h i s t o r y , why she j o i n e d a s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t g r o u p , and what she would l i k e 

t o see i t d o . The d i s c u s s i o n s t h a t t h i s 

i n i t i a t e d were g e n e r a l l y f e l t t o be 

q u i t e p r o d u c t i v e . There were p r o p o s a l s 

p u t f o r w a r d d e a l i n g w i t h our p o l i t i c a l 

d i r e c t i o n , and i s s u e s r e l a t e d t o 

o r g a n i z a t i o n and s t r u c t u r e . There were 

a l s o s u g g e s t i o n s o f how our d i s c u s s i o n s 

s h o u l d p r o c e e d t h r o u g h t h e summer. 

Members f e l t o p t i m i s t i c and encouraged 

t h a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e had e s t a b l i s h e d a 

good d i r e c t i o n f o r us t o f o l l o w . But i t 

was a l s o q u i t e c l e a r t h a t energy and 

commitment would be r e q u i r e d t o come t o 

terms w i t h our s i t u a t i o n . 

When we began t h e s e r i e s of 

f o J l o w u p m e e t i n g s , i t became apparen t 

t h a t i t was n o t a s i m p l e t a s k t o g e t a 

h a n d l e on how b e s t t o s t r u c t u r e t h e 

d i s c u s s i o n s . We had a few f a l s e s t a r t s . 

and i t t o o k a c o u p l e of- meetings b e f o r e 

we f e l t we were f i n a l l y a s k i n g the r i g h t 

q u e s t i o n s . We were a l s o hampered 

because a l o t o f women were away t h r o u g h 

d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e summer. 

We came t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t we 

had t o l o o k a t some o f t h e b a s i c 

a s s u m p t i o n s , q u e s t i o n s , and needs o f t h e 

g r o u p b e f o r e we c o u l d e f f e c t i v e l y d e a l 

w i t h a r e w o r k i n g o f our b a s i s o f u n i t y 

( w h i c h o u t l i n e s our p o l i t i c a l m a n date), 

p o l i t i c a l p r i o r i t i e s , s t r u c t u r e s o r 

p r o c e s s e s . 

A f t e r some d i s c u s s i o n , we d e c i d e d 

on a s e r i e s o f q u e s t i o n s . They 

i n c l u d e d : What reason i s t h e r e f o r a 

group such as IWDC? How would our 

i n d i v i d u a l p r a c t i c e s change [ i f t h e 

group d i d n o t e x i s t ] ? What r o l e i s 

t h e r e f o r a s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t group? 

Now? I n t h e f u t u r e ? What i s t h e 

p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e i n t h e l e f t , w o r k i n g 

c l a s s , and s o c i a l movements? What 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s / l i m i t a t i o n s does t h i s g i v e 

t o our work i n IWDC? On what b a s i s 

s h o u l d we c o n t i n u e , and how s h o u l d we be 

o r g a n i z e d and s t r u c t u r e d ? 

We have been p r o c e e d i n g t h r o u g h 

these q u e s t i o n s . Next we w i l l d e a l w i t h 

t h e i s s u e s r a i s e d i n a more s p e c i f i c and 

c o n c r e t e manner t h r o u g h t h e a c t u a l 

s t r u c t u r e and p r a c t i c e p r o p o s a l s . The 

s t r u c t u r e p r o p o s a l s were developed out 

of t h e c o n f e r e n c e and d e a l p r i m a r i l y 

w i t h i n t e r n a l i s s u e s , such as what 

membership i n t h e g r o u p would i n v o l v e 

and r e q u i r e , new members and how we 

i n t e g r a t e them, p r o c e s s , b e t t e r methods 

of a s s e s s i n g and e v a l u a t i n g our 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n s , d e v e l o p i n g b e t t e r 

c o l l e c t i v e l e a d e r s h i p , and p o l i t i c a l 

e d u c a t i o n . These were based on a shared 

v i s i o n o r p o l i t i c a l a s s u m p t i o n o f what a 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t g r o u p i s or can be, 

w hich i s as f o l l o w s : "IWDC I s 

w o r k i n g t o c r e a t e a l a r g e r s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n i n T o r o n t o , u n i t e d 

around a f a i r l y broad b a s i s o f u n i t y 

w h i ch would a l l o w women w i t h a wide 

range o f s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t p o l i t i c s t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e . The o r g a n i z a t i o n i s 

c o m m i t t e d t o : 

- b e i n g an a c t i v i s t g r o u p around 

key i s s u e s and i n d i f f e r e n t movements. 

- d e v e l o p i n g a s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

p o l i t i c and p o l i t i c a l p r a c t i c e . 

- f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e development of 

th e s o c i a l 1 s t f e m i n i s t c u r r e n t i n t h e 

women's movement. 

- c o n t i n u i n g t h e development o f a 

c o l l e c t i v e l e a d e r s h i p w i t h i n t h e 

g r o u p . " 

Each of t h e i n t e r n a l / s t r u c t u r a l 

p r o p o s a l s i n c l u d e d c o n c r e t e s u g g e s t i o n s 

we c o u l d i m p l e m e n t . 

The second p r o p o s a l was developed 

o u t of t h e summer d i s c u s s i o n s , and was 

i n t e n d e d t o complement t h e f i r s t . I t 

d e a l s w i t h s u g g e s t i o n s f o r p r a c t i c e , 

b o t h w i t h i n and o u t s i d e t h e g r o u p , 

r e c o g n i z i n g t h e need f o r t h o u g h t and 

d i s c u s s i o n . The r a t i o n a l e b e h i n d i t i s 

as f o l l o w s : "Today i s a p i v o t a l t ime 

f o r t h e women's movement. We a r e s e e i n g 

t h e r i s e o f l i b e r a l f e m i n i s m , t h e 

m a i n s t r e a m i n g and c o - o p t i n g o f our 

i s s u e s . We have spoken o f t h e r e a l need 

f o r d i s c u s s i o n and a n a l y s i s t o b e t t e r 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , and 

t a k e t h e a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n s . I n t h e 

p a s t IWDC has been a b l e t o i n i t i a t e 

a c t i o n and p r o v i d e d i r e c t i o n . I n t h e 

l a s t year we have e x p e r i e n c e d 

d i f f i c u l t i e s ; t h e p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e has 

changed and we have r e c o g n i z e d t h a t as a 

group we have become r e a c t i v e and have 

n o t t a k e n t h e a p p r o p r i a t e t i m e t o 

d i s c u s s , e v a l u a t e , or a n a l y z e our 

p o l i t i c a l work or d i r e c t i o n . " 

The f o l l o w i n g a r e p o s s i b l e 

a c t i v i t i e s t h a t IWDC c o u l d i n v o l v e 

i t s e l f i n w hich c o u l d b r i n g a sense o f 

d i r e c t i o n and dynamism, as w e l l as 

p r o v i d i n g a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e b r o a d e r 

community. These s u g g e s t i o n s a r e n o t 

meant t o r e p l a c e or o v e r r i d e i d e a s 

r e l a t e d t o membership, p r o c e s s , or 

s t r u c t u r e , b u t t o complement them. 

[The s u g g e s t i o n s a r e t h a t : ] 1 . I n 

t h e e a r l y f a l l IWDC i n i t i a t e a 

d i s c u s s i o n group f o r s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s . A s e r i e s o f t h r e e or f o u r 

m e e t i n g s t h r o u g h December c o u l d be 

o r g a n i z e d w i t h i n p u t and i n v o l v e m e n t 

f r o m women o u t s i d e t h e g r o u p . ( P o s s i b l e 

t o p i c s c o u l d i n c l u d e : t h e women's 

movement, i t s p o l i t i c a l c o n j u n c t u r e and 

th e r o l e o f s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s ; 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women
1

 s Day 1985 ; 

e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s , NAC, and t h e r i s e o f 

l i b e r a l f e m i n i s m ; t h e women's novement 

and t h e t r a d e u n i o n movement, what a r e 

t h e s t r a t e g i e s ? ) I f t h e s e were 

s u c c e s s f u l t h e r e would be t h e 

p o s s i b i 1 i t y of s c h e d u l i n g f u r t h e r 

d i s c u s s i o n s , or o f a s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

n e t w o r k d e v e l o p i n g . 

2. IWDC s p o n s o r , perhaps w i t h o t h e r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a p u b l i c m e e t i n g t o be 

h e l d i n t h e f a l l f o r t h e women's 

movement. I t would d e a l w i t h a t o p i c o f 

i n t e r e s t and h o p e f u l l y p r o v i d e t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r d i a l o g u e on s t r a t e g i c 

i s s u e s . One s u g g e s t i o n has been a 

d i a l o g u e on women i n N i c a r a g u a ; t h e r e 

a r e many p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 

3. [We p r e s e n t ] an o r g a n i z i n g 

s u g g e s t i o n r e l a t e d t o I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Women's Day w h i c h would broaden 

i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e i n i t i a t i n g and p r e ­

p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s . 

4. [We] make a p o l i t i c a l p r i o r i t y t h i s 

f a l l o f s p e c i f i c e d u c a t i o n a l m e e t i n g s 



and an o c c a s i o n a l Sunday s e s s i o n t o d e a l 

w i t h our i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l e d u c a t i o n . 

( P o s s i b l e t o p i c s c o u l d i n c l u d e : b a s i s 

of u n i t y s t a t e m e n t ; our r o l e i n 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Day; s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s m ; e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s , an 

e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e Peace P e t i t i o n Caravan 

and OCAC's e l e c t i o n s t r a t e g y ; NAC, how 

we respond; IWDC and t r a d e u n i o n work) 

5. Those o f us who m a i n t a i n our work i n 

th e peace, a b o r t i o n , and a n t i -

i m p e r i a l i s t movements c o n s t i t u t e 

o u r s e l v e s more f o r m a l l y as 

committees and meet r e g u l a r l y . T h i s 

would a l l o w access t o newer members, 

enable us t o an a l y z e our work i n t h e s e 

areas and b e t t e r p l a n and b r i n g f o r w a r d 

e v a l u a t i o n s and d i s c u s s i o n s . 

Any p r o c e s s such as t h i s i s t i m e -

consuming and sometimes f r u s t r a t i n g . 

Many o f us shared t h i s f e e l i n g o f 

f r u s t r a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t h e 

b e g i n n i n g when we were h a v i n g a h a r d 

t i m e coming t o t h e r i g h t q u e s t i o n s . I t 

f e l t l i k e we were s p i n n i n g our wheels i n 

t h e same r u t . But I b e l i e v e our 

d i r e c t i o n i s c l e a r e r now. and t h e r e i s a 

sense t h a t we are moving c l o s e r t o what 

has t o be done. We a r e a smal 1 g r o u p , 

wedded t o n e i t h e r a s t r u c t u r e , n o r a 

programme t h a t i s i n f l e x i b l e . The 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f change i s t h e r e . I t w i l l 

depend v e r y much on th e perseverance and 

commitment o f t h e members, r e c o g n i z i n g 

t h a t a l l o f us cannot make t h i s process 

o u r major p r i o r i t y . The changes w i l l 

t a k e t i m e t o be implemented and show 

t h e i r r e s u l t s . But f o r many o f us i t I s 

c l e a r l y w o r t h t h e energy and t i m e t o 

c o n t i n u e c o l l e c t i v e l y t o devel o p a 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n and 

p o l i t i c b o t h w i t h i n IWDC and w i t h o u t . 

I t i s a d i f f i c u l t t i m e f o r t h e l e f t and 

th e p r o g r e s s i v e movements, and we w i l l 

be s h a r i n g t h e d i s c u s s i o n s and debates 

we w i l l be t a k i n g p a r t i n , w h i c h we hope 

can a l s o be p r o d u c t i v e f o r t h e w i d e r 

community. 

— C a r o l y n Egan 

FORUMS ON THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

E a r l y i n J u l y women from t h e M a r x i s t 

I n s t i t u t e i n v i t e d some s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s t o g e t h e r t o d i s c u s s sponsor­

i n g p o l i t i c a l d e bates among o u r s e l v e s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t was n o t a l a r g e meet­

i n g ( i t i s so d i f f i c u l t t o o r g a n i z e i n 

the summer). But on t h e o t h e r hand we 

were a b l e t o have a f a i r l y e x t e n s i v e 

d i s c u s s i o n . I n t h e end, t h r e e p o t e n t i a l 

f o r u m d i s c u s s i o n s emerged : a ) an 

a n a l y s i s o f " t h e f a m i l y " , 

i n commemoration o f th e 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 

o f t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f E n g e l s ' O r i g i n _ o f 

th e F a m i l y , P r i v a t e P r o p e r t y , and t h e 

S t a t e ; b) what I s a s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

s t r a t e g y ? and, c ) democracy w i t h i n t h e 

women's movement. 

What emerged from t h e d i s c u s s i o n was 

t h a t a l o t o f us f e l t t h e r e was n o t 

enough p o l i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n and debate 

wi t h i n t h e women
1

 s movement. T h i s 

concern formed a p a r t o f t h e p r o p o s a l f o r 

a c i t y - w i d e c o a l i t i o n t h a t came from t h e 

F o l l o w - u p Committee o f t h e March 8 C o a l i ­

t i o n , w h ich was s u b s e q u e n t l y c a l l e d t h e 

Women's L i b e r a t i o n W orking Group. Given 

th e p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n o f th e WLWG a t t h e 

ti m e o f t h e m e e t i n g , everyone a t t h e 

M a r x i s t I n s t i t u t e m e e t i n g t h o u g h t i t 

would be a good i d e a t h a t t h e I n s t i t u t e 

u n d e r t a k e t h e p r o j e c t o f s p o n s o r i n g t h e s e 

d i s c u s s i o n f o r u m s . 

What was i n t e r e s t i n g was t h a t when 

the M a r x i s t I n s t i t u t e women asked t h e 

r e s t o f us what t h e i s s u e s o f c o n t e n t i o n 

a r e between d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l i s t women, we 

found i t h a r d t o d e f i n e t h e problems -

they a r e o f t e n so shrouded i n a f e a r o f 

n o t w a n t i n g t o d i s t a n c e o r i s o l a t e 

o u r s e l v e s from o t h e r s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s . 

We have v e r y l i t t l e e x p e r i e n c e i n the 

movement a t t h e moment o f p u t t i n g our 

d i f f e r e n c e s on th e t a b l e e f f e c t i v e l y and 

c o n s t r u c t i v e l y . For s t a r t e r s , we came up 

w i t h t h e t h r e e i n i t i a l i d e a s t h a t I 

mentioned above. From t h e n o n, we a l l 

need t o r a i s e o t h e r i s s u e s t h a t d i v i d e us 

and seek compromise p o s i t i o n s , 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n , u n d e r s t a n d i n g , and so on. 

U n i t y c annot be b u i l t on a v o i d i n g i s s u e s 

o f c o n t e n t ! o n . 

A concern t h a t was r a i s e d was t h a t 

t hese forums n o t become t o o academic and 

t h e r e f o r e l o s e t h e i r u s e f u l n e s s . We a l l 

wanted forums t o f o c u s on a n a l y s e s o f 

c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n s and s t r a t e g i e s t o move 

the women's movement f o r w a r d , where 

p o t e n t i a l l y t h e d i s c u s s i o n s can i n f o r m 

our p r a c t i c e . 

I f you would l i k e t o c o n t r i b u t e 

i d e a s f o r forums on women's i s s u e s , g e t 

i n t o u c h w i t h Jane S p r i n g e r a t 964-8863 

o r Barb Cameron a t 787-1337. 

— M a r i e Lorenzo 

WOMEN IN THE ELECTION: 
NACS LEADERSHIP DEBATE 

I n many ways i t i s r e f r e s h i n g t o see, 

b o t h i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and Canada, how 

women's i s s u e s have s u d d e n l y a c h i e v e d a 

h i g h p r o f i l e due t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e 

a r e e l e c t i o n s i n b o t h c o u n t r i e s . As a 

r e s u l t o f t h i s p r e s s u r e , many p o l i t i c i a n s 

have been f o r c e d t o t a k e up women's 

i s s u e s , and many women have r i s e n t o t a k e 

i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s w i t h i n p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t i e s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , as i n so many o t h e r 

s t r u g g l e s w i t h i n c a p i t a l i s m , though t h e 

s i t u a t i o n i s , a t l e a s t i n p a r t , what 

many o f us have been a s k i n g f o r f o r so 

l o n g , we now f i n d our i s s u e s b e i n g t a k e n 

up by e s t a b l i s h m e n t women and men. They 

w i l l d e f i n e t h e i s s u e s on t h e i r own 

te r m s , and i n ways t h a t w i l l l e g i t i m a t e 

them and c o n s o l i d a t e t h e power o f t h e 

r u l i n g p a r t i e s . I t i s i n t h i s l i g h t t h a t 

we have t o view t h e N a t i o n a l A c t i o n 

Commi t t e e on t h e S t a t u s o f Women's 

l e a d e r s h i p debate o f August 15. 

I was i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d t h e debate 

as a member o f t h e Immi g r a n t Women's 

C e n t r e . We were a l l e x c i t e d a t t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f a t t e n d i n g a b r o a d g r o u p i n g 

of a c t i v e women t h a t would s u b j e c t t h e 

l e a d e r s t o q u e s t i o n s about o u r i s s u e s . 

Of c o u r s e , i t was n o t l i k e t h a t a t a l l . 

The day b e f o r e t h e debate we were 

i n f o r m e d t h a t we would n o t be p e r m i t t e d 

t o make any n o i s e i n t h e audien c e 

w h a t s o e v e r — n o c l a p p i n g , c h e e r i n g , b o o i n g 

o r h i s s i n g - - a n d no q u e s t i o n s . NAC organ­

i z e d a v e r y t i g h t l y c o n t r o l l e d e v e n t . 



where t h e y chose t h e q u e s t i o n s and t h e 

women who would pose them. A q u a r t e r o f 

th e 2,000 s e a t s were s o l d t o t h e 

F e d e r a t i o n o f Women Teachers o f O n t a r i o 

i n exchange f o r t h e use o f the h a l l . 

Few o f t h e women a t t e n d i n g were 

p r e p a r e d t o c h a l l e n g e t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

b u t some o f us d i d and we clap p e d and 

booed anyway. I t was I l l u m i n a t i n g t o see 

how many women l o o k e d a t us i n severe 

d i s a p p r o v a l , and th e n t u r n e d around and 

c l a p p e d l i g h t l y and p o l i t e l y f o r John 

T u r n e r o r B r i a n M u l r o n e y . The combina­

t i o n o f b e i n g i n a posh h o t e l among w e l l -

h e e l e d women, and the i n c r e d i b l e c o n t r o l 

t h e TV b r o a d c a s t i n g imposed, made us 

s t a r t t o f e e l a l i t t l e o u t o f p l a c e . 

However, t h e q u e s t i o n s NAC posed 

were v e r y good, and c l e a r l y r e f l e c t e d a 

s u b s t a n t i a l g r a s s r o o t s i n f l u e n c e on t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t i s t r u e t h a t as NAC i s 

g a i n i n g i n s t r e n g t h , so a l s o we have been 

a b l e t o make some g a i n s w i t h i n i t , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t h e l a s t c o n v e n t i o n where 

s e v e r a l r e s o l u t i o n s f o u g h t f o r and passed 

have moved NAC more t o the l e f t . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , NAC i s s t i l l an o r g a n i z a t i o n 

run by many L i b e r a l and C o n s e r v a t i v e 

women, and t h e r e e x i s t s t h e v e r y r e a l 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t g i v e n t h e t r e n d t o coopt 

women's i s s u e s , NAC w i l l s e r v e the s t a t u s 

quo v e r y w e l l . 

To g e t back t o t h e t e l e v i s e d 

d e b a t e , n a t u r a l l y , n e i t h e r Turner nor 

Mulron e y answered any o f t h e q u e s t i o n s 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . As e x p e c t e d . they s l i d 

l i k e w e a s e l s , s l i m e d l i k e t o a d s , and 

g e n e r a l l y were a b l e t o s i d e s t e p and 

d i s t o r t most o f t h e h a r d - p u t q u e s t i o n s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , because o f t h e i n c r e d i b l e 

c o n t r o l , none o f t h e p a n e l i s t s were 

p e r m i t t e d f o l l o w - u p q u e s t i o n s , so t h e 

l e a d e r s p r a c t i c a l l y g o t o f f s c o t t - f r e e . 

O v e r a l l , though u n d o u b t e d l y an i m p o r t a n t 

e v e n t , f o r many of us i t was 

d i s a p p o i n t i n g . 

- - M a rie Lorenzo 

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT WORKING GROUP 

A s m a l l c o r e o f women who came o u t o f 

t h e June 3 m e e t i n g c a l l e d t o g e t h e r by 

th e Women's L i b e r a t i o n W orking Group, 

i n c l u d i n g some o f t h e o r i g i n a l w o r k i n g 

g r o u p , have been m e e t i n g o v e r t h e summer 

t o pursue t h e i d e a o f a c o a l i t i o n t o 

b r i n g t h e women
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 s movement i n T o r o n t o 

t o g e t h e r . As i t s t a n d s now, we a r e 

c a l l i n g f o r a n o t h e r mass m e e t i n g on 

September 10, where p e o p l e w i l l a c t u a l l y 

be asked t o s u p p o r t t h e con c e p t and 

j o i n t h e c o a l i t i o n . 

The proposed f u n c t i o n o f t h e 

c o a l i t i o n as t h e w o r k i n g g r o u p sees i t 

now i s n o t v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e 

o r i g i n a l p r o p o s a l p r e s e n t e d t o t h e June 

3 m e e t i n g . I n o t h e r words, t h e Idea i s 

a broad c o a l i t i o n o f women a c t i v i s t s and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s where we c o u l d n e t w o r k , 

d e v e l o p s t r a t e g i e s f o r making t h e b e s t 

use o f t h e media, p r o v i d e e d u c a t i o n a l 

forums on q u e s t i o n s i n t h e movement, 

t a k e on u n i t e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , p r o v i d e 

a p l a c e f o r women t o g e t i n v o l v e d as an 

a l t e r n a t i v e t o s i n g l e - i s s u e o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s , and, p o s s i b l y t a k e on t h e 

o r g a n i z i n g o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women
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 s Day 

At t h e moment i t i s s t i l l a smal 1 

group; we need a l l women who s u p p o r t t h e 

i d e a o f more u n i t y i n t h e women's 

movement t o come and j o i n o u r c o a l i t i o n 

on September 10, A t t h a t m e e t i n g we 

w i l l p r e s e n t t h e p r o p o s a l i n d e t a i l and 

t h e n we hope t h a t women 

w i l l t a k e t h e i d e a back t o t h e i r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and be r e a d y t o come t o 

the n e x t ( o r s h o u l d I say f i r s t ? ) 

c o a l i t i o n meet i n g ready t o t a k e o u t 

membership. Many o f us from t h e 

o r i g i n a l w o r k i n g g r o u p s t i l l b e l i e v e 

such a c o a l i t i o n s h o u l d be formed on t h e 

b a s i s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a l membership, and 

t h i s i s what we w i l l argue f o r , w i t h t h e 

p r o v i s o t h a t t h e c o a l i t i o n work o u t a 

way t o i n c o r p o r a t e i n d i v i d u a l women who 

would l i k e t o work w i t h t h e c o a l i t i o n , 

a t a l a t e r p o i n t i n t i m e . We f e e l t h e 

b a s i s f o r u n i t y w i l l d e v e l o p when we 

work on i s s u e s t o g e t h e r , and t h a t i t i s 

o n l y w i t h p r a c t i c e and t i m e t h a t we w i l l 

f i n d s o l i d a r i t y w i t h o t h e r p o l i t i c a l 

women. 

NAC CONFERENCE: 
THE PORN DEBATE CONTINUES 

I n mid-March t h i s y e a r , t h e Na­

t i o n a l A c t i o n Committee on t h e S t a t u s 

o f Women (NAC) h e l d i t s a n n u a l g e n e r a l 

m e e t i n g a t t h e Chateau L a u r i e r i n 

O t t a w a . IWDC, as a member g r o u p , was 

i n v i t e d t o send two d e l e g a t e s . We 

s e n t t h r e e o f our members. I n a l l 

t h e r e were 37 r e s o l u t i o n s passed on 

q u e s t i o n s r a n g i n g f r o m t h e C o n s t i t u ­

t i o n o f Canada t o C e n t r a l A m e r i c a . 

We went t o t h e c o n f e r e n c e w i t h few 

idea s i n advance about e x a c t l y what 

r e s o l u t i o n s were g o i n g t o be deb a t e d 

and c o n s e q u e n t l y , w i t h no o v e r a l l 

game p l a n about how we as a group 

m i g h t want t o f u n c t i o n w i t h i n t h e 

g e n e r a l m e e t i n g . But we soon f o u n d 

r e s o l u t i o n s we were i t c h i n g t o a l t e r : 

t h ose on a b o r t i o n , peace and por n o ­

g r a p h y . Amending t h e a b o r t i o n 

and peace r e s o l u t i o n s t u r n e d o u t t o 

be f a i r l y e a s y , b u t we had l i t t l e 

success when i t came t o i n t e r v e n i n g 

on t h e q u e s t i o n o f p o r n o g r a p h y . I t ' s 

i m p o r t a n t t o l o o k a t why t h i s was 

th e c a s e. 

We were v e r y nervous about t h e 

d i r e c t i o n t h a t some NAC members— 

p a r t i c u l a r l y l a w y e r s — w a n t e d t o t a k e 

us w i t h t h e pornography r e s o l u t i o n . 

B a s i c a l l y , t h e y wanted f e m i n i s t s t o 

lo b b y t h e government f o r a s t r o n g 

a n t i - p o r n o g r a p h y s e c t i o n t o be i n ­

s e r t e d i n t o t h e C r i m i n a l Code " p r o ­

h i b i t i n g t h e m a n u f a c t u r e and d i s ­

t r i b u t i o n o f p o r n o g r a p h i c m a t e r i a l s . " 

I n t h e o r i g i n a l r e s o l u t i o n , p o r n o ­

graphy was d e f i n e d v e r y b r o a d l y t o 

i n c l u d e m a t e r i a l w h i c h d e p i c t e d t h e 

"submission"/"debasement", e t c . o f 

women. We r a i s e d two b r o a d q u e s t i o n s 

about t h e ap p r o a c h , q u e s t i o n s w h i c h 

have been suggested by o t h e r c r i t i c s 

o f t h e p r o - c e n s o r s h i p p o s i t i o n s . 

F i r s t o f a l l , t h e r e a r e a l o t o f 

concerns w h i c h can be r a i s e d about 

a s t r a t e g y w h i c h r e l i e s v e r y h e a v i l y 

on t h e s t a t e t o promote women's 

l i b e r a t i o n . Both i n t h e pornography 

workshop and d u r i n g t h e f o r m a l de­

b a t e around t h e porno g r a p h y r e s o l u ­

t i o n , we argued t h a t t h e g a i n s t h a t 

women have made have come f r o m m a j o r 

b a t t l e s w i t h t h e s t a t e , n o t because 

th e s t a t e i s some k i n d o f b e n e v o l e n t 

f a t h e r - f i g u r e who w i l l p r o t e c t u s . 

But many women who a r e q u i t e c r i t i ­

c a l o f t h e p o l i c e , t h e c o u r t s and 

the s t a t e i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e s t r u g ­

g l e a g a i n s t r a p e and w i f e - b a t t e r i n g 

a r e suddenly w i l l i n g t o i n v e s t com­

p l e t e c o n f i d e n c e i n these b o d i e s when 

i t comes t o s t o p p i n g t h e pornography 

i n d u s t r y . 

A second q u e s t i o n i s t h e d e f i n i ­

t i o n o f p o r n o g r a p h y . W e l l , you m i g h t 

s a y , "Porn's p o r n , r i g h t ? Why c r e a t e 

these h a i r - s p l i t t i n g d e f i n i t i o n s ? " 

The o r i g i n a l d r a f t o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n 

d e f i n e d pornography a s , among o t h e r 

t h i n g s , m a t e r i a l w h i c h d e p i c t s t h e 

"s u b m i s s i o n " o r "debasement" o f women. 

When t h e r e s o l u t i o n was b e i n g debated 

on the f l o o r , C a r o l y n Egan f r o m IWDC 

argued t h e r e were problems w i t h t h i s 

w o r d i n g . For example, what i f t h e 

s t a t e d e c i d e s t h a t t h e d e p i c t i o n o f 

l e s b i a n s e x u a l i t y c o n s t i t u t e s t h e 

"debasement" o f women. Not o n l y t h a t , 

she s a i d , b u t t h e dynamic o f power 

and " s u b m i s s i o n " i s v e r y d i f f e r e n t i n 

l e s b i a n v s . h e t e r o s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

W e l l , we had t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t h e n . 

Sex and s e x u a l i t y had n o t been d i s ­

cussed a t a l l d u r i n g t h e c o n f e r e n c e , 

never mind l e s b i a n i s m . 

I n t h e end t h e porno g r a p h y r e s o ­

l u t i o n w h i c h passed a t the NAC m e e t i n g 

d i d n o t i n c l u d e t h e words " s u b m i s s i o n " 

o r "debasement". Pornography i s de­

f i n e d as m a t e r i a l "which seeks t o 

s e x u a l l y s t i m u l a t e t h e v i e w e r o r con­

sumer by t h e d e p i c t i o n o f v i o l e n c e , 

i n c l u d i n g , b u t n o t l i m i t e d t o , t h e 

d e p i c t i o n o f c o e r c i o n o r l a c k o f con­

s e n t o f any human b e i n g . We knew, even 

b e f o r e t h e debate on t h e pornography 

r e s o l u t i o n began, t h a t i t would be v e r y 

d i f f i c u l t t o t u r n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e 

pornography debate a r o u n d . We d i d n ' t 

e x p e c t t o pass a v e r y d i f f e r e n t r e s o ­

l u t i o n , b u t o n l y t o r a i s e some ques­

t i o n s and i s s u e s f o r d i s c u s s i o n . 

Other women a t t h e c o n v e n t i o n expressed 
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s i m i l a r c o n c e r n s about a s t r a t e g y w hich 

c a l l e d f o r p u t t i n g s h a r k ' s t e e t h i n t o 

t h e C r i m i n a l Code w i t h o u t h a v i n g a 

r e a l l y w i d e — r a n g i n g d i s c u s s i o n about 

th e p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h i s ap­

proach f o r f e m i n i s t s . 

So what m i g h t be an a l t e r n a t i v e ap­

proach t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f pornography? 

I f we're n o t g o i n g t o r e l y on t h e 

c o u r t s and t h e p o l i c e , what can be done? 

F i r s t , we need t o be c l e a r about what i t 

i s we t h i n k we're t r y i n g t o t a r g e t i n 

a t t a c k i n g p o r n o g r a p h y . I t h i n k what's 

wrong w i t h t h e t h r u s t o f t h e NAC r e s o ­

l u t i o n i s t h a t i t ' s a l l f o c u s s e d on 

pornography as a t h i n g and n o t on p o r n o g r a ­

phy as an i n d u s t r y and as t h e p r o d u c t o f 

a p a r t i c u l a r s y stem. Nor was t h e r e any 

d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e l a r g e numbers o f women who 

work i n t h e p o r n t r a d e . How a r e we t o un­

d e r s t a n d t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s ? How w i l l en­

f o r c i n g t h e C r i m i n a l Code a n t i - p o r n laws 

a f f e c t them? Are we r e a l l y supposed t o be 

l i e v e we can s t o p t h e pornography i n d u s t r y 

w h i l e women s t i l l e a r n 60% o f what men do, 

and w h i l e women's s o c i a l and s e x u a l depen­

dence on men i s c o n s t a n t l y r e i n f o r c e d ? 

Second, we a l l know t h e r i g h t - w i n g i s a l s o 

on an a n t i - p o r n o f f e n s i v e . There was no 

d i s c u s s i o n whatsoever a t NAC about how we as 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s can d i s t i n g u i s h o u r s e l v e s 

f r o m them. I t h i n k t h e problem here i s t h a t 

you c a n ' t do t h i s w i t h o u t i n i t i a t i n g a pub­

l i c d i s c u s s i o n o f sex and s e x u a l i t y , some­

t h i n g w hich many f e m i n i s t s a r e r e l u c t a n t .to 

do. But as s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s , such as 

E l i z a b e t h W i l s o n have a r g u e d , t h e r i g h t -

w ing j u s t wants t o censor t h e s e x u a l l y e x p l i ­

c i t ; t h e y ' r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n f i g h t i n g 

s e x i s m . " F e m i n i s t s , on t h e o t h e r hand, want 

t o a f f i r m a p o s i t i v e and a c t i v e image o f 

women as ind e p e n d e n t s e x u a l b e i n g s . We 

c h a l l e n g e t h e c o n f i n e m e n t o f s e x u a l i t y w i t h i n 

t h e f a m i l y ; t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s want i t f i r m l y 

k e p t t h e r e . " (What I s To Be Done About  

V i o l e n c e A g a i n s t Women? Penguin. 1983). 

T h a t ' s why I t h i n k we need t o b e g i n t o t a l k , 

as Mariana V a l v e r d e suggested l a s t n e w s l e t ­

t e r (May 1 9 8 4 ) , about women's e r o t i c needs, 

and about s e x u a l imagery and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

Women a c r o s s C a n a d a — i f t h e NAC c o n f e r e n c e 

i s any i n d i c a t i o n — a r e e x t r e m e l y angry and 

f r i g h t e n e d about p o r n o g r a p h y , b u t does i t 

make good sense t o ch a n n e l t h i s tremendous 

energy i n t o making changes i n t h e C r i m i n a l 

Code? 

I t ' s t r u e t h a t many f e m i n i s t s a t NAC argued 

t h a t we need t o supplement l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n 

w i t h c i v i l d i s o b e d i e n c e t y p e a c t i o n s such 

as women removing porn magazines fro m v a r i e t y 

s t o r e s and so o n . I n f a c t , a f t e r t h e porn 

r e s o l u t i o n was passed, some women s t a g e d an 

a c t i o n i n t h e l o b b y o f t h e Chateau L a u r i e r 

h o t e l . They demanded t h a t t h e h o t e l manage­

ment remove t h e pornography s o l d a t t h e U n i t e d 

C i g a r S t o r e l o c a t e d i n s i d e t h e h o t e l . The 

manager weasled o u t by s a y i n g t h a t t h e Chateau 

L a u r i e r was p a r t o f t h e CN c h a i n and he had 

no c o n t r o l i n t h e m a t t e r . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

l a t e s t NAC Memo, t h e women a r e now "ask­

i n g t h a t CN r e q u i r e U n i t e d C i g a r S t o r e s 

t o p u t p o r n o g r a p h i c magazines b e h i n d 

t h e c o u n t e r . A l i s t can t h e n be p o s t e d 

on t h e cash r e g i s t e r and t h o s e g e n t l e ­

men ( ? ) who want t o buy them can t h e n 

ask f o r them." They d o n ' t want CN t o 

" t u r n women g u e s t s i n t o i n v o l u n t a r y con­

sumers o f po r n o g r a p h y . " T h i s absurd 

s t r a t e g y i s j u s t what r e s u l t s when you 

l o o k a t p o r n o g r a p h y , n o t as p a r t o f a 

s p e c i f i c s y s t e m , b u t as a bad cotnmond-

i t y w h i c h can be b l a m e d — a n d h i d d e n . 

I t ' s t h e same k i n d o f t h i n k i n g w h i c h 

a t t a c k s p r o s t i t u t i o n by a t t a c k i n g p r o s ­

t i t u t e s t h e m s e l v e s : i f we j u s t h arass 

them o f f t h e s t r e e t s , t h e n we can miss" 

t h e most v i s i b l e a s p e c t s o f t h e s a l e 

o f women's b o d i e s w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o d e a l 

w i t h some deeper s e t s o f q u e s t i o n s . 

I n t h e p a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s , a 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t a n a l y s i s o f pornog­

r a p h y has a r i s e n a l o n g s i d e t h e r a d i c a l 

f e m i n i s t c r i t i q u e s . I n B r i t a i n , t h i s 

has been c r e a t e d by women such as E l i z a ­

b e t h W i l s o n , a u t h o r o f What i s t o be  

Done About V i o l e n c e A g a i n s t Women? I n 

Canada, we have t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f 

Varda B u r s t y n , Mariana V a l v e r d e and 

o t h e r s . But so f a r s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s 

have n o t had much im p a c t when i t comes 

t o t h e f o r m a t i o n o f f e m i n i s t s t r a t e g y 

around p o r n o g r a p h y , and t h e NAC c o n f e r ­

ence was a v e r y good example o f t h i s . 

Women v o t e d f o r s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f 

l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n w i t h l i t t l e sense o f 

the o t h e r o p t i o n s b e f o r e u s . 

On t h e way back f r o m t h e c o n f e r e n c e , 

I had a c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h a s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t who does f a v o u r t h e l e g a l 

a p p r o a c h . She argued t h a t t h e law i n 

o u r s o c i e t y can p l a y an e d u c a t i v e r o l e , 

and t h i s s h o u l d be an i m p o r t a n t w i n g o f 

th e work we do around p o r n o g r a p h y , she 

a l s o q u e s t i o n e d whether t h e O n t a r i o 

Censor Board i s q u i t e t h e o p p r e s s i v e 

i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t most s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s 

make i t o u t t o b e . I t ' s c l e a r t h a t t h e r e 

i s no s i n g l e s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t perspec­

t i v e on t h e s e i s s u e s . As s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s we need t o deb a t e b o t h w i t h 

each o t h e r and w i t h n o n - s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t s . And we need t o do t h i s b e f o r e 

th e r i g h t - w i n g m o n o p o l i z e s t h e p o l i ­

t i c a l space f o r t h e d i s c u s s i o n o f pornog­

raphy and s e x u a l i t y . 

— C i n d y W r i g h t 

For a copy o f t h e pornography r e s o l u t i o n 

( o r any o f t h e 37 r e s o l u t i o n s passed a t 

the 1984 Annual General M e e t i n g ) w r i t e t o 

the N a t i o n a l A c t i o n Commitee, 40 S t . C l a i r 

Avenue E a s t , #306, T o r o n t o M4T 1M9. See 

a l s o t h e porn supplement i n t h e Summer 1984 

i s s u e o f FUSE magazine f o r i m p o r t a n t 

p e r s p e c t i v e s on t h e p o r n d e b a t e . 

ANGELA DAVIS IN TORONTO 
FOR INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

Every year the Committee f o r March 8, a 

c o a l i t i o n i n i t i a t e d by t h e Congress o f 

Canadian Women ( d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e March 

8 C o a l i t i o n ) , h o l d s an event t o 

c e l e b r a t e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Day. As 

1985 i s t h e end o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 

Decade f o r Women, we i n t e n d t o have a 

speaker who can summarize t h e d e c a d e — 

the s t r u g g l e s and achievements o f women 

around o u r s l o g a n Peace, E q u a l i t y and 

U n i t y ( w i t h women around t h e w o r l d ) . 

The Congress o f Canadian Women has 

succeeded i n c o n t a c t i n g Angela D a v i s , 

and she has a c c e p t e d o u r i n v i t a t i o n t o 

speak i n T o r o n t o on F r i d a y , March 8, 

1985. 

The N a t i o n a l A l l i a n c e A g a i n s t 

Racism and P o l i t i c a l R e p r e s s i o n , of 

wh i c h D a v i s i s C h a i r p e r s o n , i s 

o r g a n i z i n g t h e t o u r and has asked t h a t 

t h e Committee be p r e p a r e d t o pay her 

round t r i p a i r f a r e f r o m San F r a n c i s c o , 

and an h o n o r a r i u m o f $3,000.00, which 

goes t o s u p p o r t t h e work o f the 

A l l i a n c e . These c o s t s r e q u i r e t h a t 

t h e c ommittee b e g i n f u n d r a i s i n g 

i m m e d i a t e l y . 

We have had two p l a n n i n g meetings 

a l r e a d y and t h e r e i s a l o t o f enthusiasm 

and s u p p o r t f o r t h e i d e a . A l r e a d y some 

idea s a r e b e i n g f l u s h e d o u t f o r 

f u n d r a i s i n g p o s s i b i l i t i e s . I t was 

d e c i d e d t h a t t h e program w i l l c o n s i s t o f 

a p u b ! i c address t o be h e l d i n 

Con v o c a t i o n H a l l o r an e q u i v a l e n t 

l o c a t i o n on t h e e v e n i n g o f March 8. 

Ideas f o r o u t r e a c h and p u b l i c i t y a r e 

s t i l l b e i n g d e v e l o p e d . But we s t i l l 

need many more people and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

t o h e l p w i t h t h i s c h a l l e n g i n g t a s k . We 

i n v i t e you and/or y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n t o 

j o i n t h e Committee f o r March 8 and come 

or send a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o our n e x t 

g e n e r a l m e e t i n g , w h i c h i s September 27, 
6 p.m., a t 58 C e c i l S t r e e t . 

I f you c a n ' t s p a r e t h e t i m e t o g e t 

i n v o l v e d , b u t would l i k e t o c o n t r i b u t e 

anyway, we would g r e a t l y welcome any 

f i n a n c i a l d o n a t i o n s . Make your cheque 

ou t t o Committee f o r March 8, and m a i l 

t o P.O. Box 545, A d e l a i d e S t r e e t 

S t a t i o n , T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o . 

IWD 1985 i s d r a w i n g n e a r . L a s t year many 

women wanted t o t r y something d i f f e r e n t , 

and d i d n ' t want t o j u s t r e p e a t t h e same 

a c t i v i t i e s wi t h o u t more t h o u g h t and 

d i s c u s s i o n about what we want IWD t o 

a c c o m p l i s h f o r u s , and how i t f i t s i n t o 

our d i f f e r e n t v i s i o n s o f b u i l d i n g a 

s t r o n g movement. What do you t h i n k we 

s h o u l d be d o i n g ? What have been t h e 

s t r e n g t h s and s h o r t c o m i n g s o f our e f f o r t s 

i n t he p a s t ? How do we advance fro m 

here? We'd l i k e t o p u b l i s h d i f f e r e n t 

views and idea s n e x t i s s u e . . . 



Native Women 
YOUNG CASE COMBINES 
NATIVE, BATTERING ISSUES 

S u p p o r t f o r women's groups a c r o s s 

t h e c o n t i n e n t i s b e i n g sought f o r 

Frances Young, a N a t i v e American woman 

who has been charged w i t h f i r s t degree 

murder i n t h e s h o o t i n g d e a t h o f her 

w h i t e b o y f r i e n d . Tom Kershen, an 

a l c o h o l i c , had f r e q u e n t l y beaten and 

abused Young and her teenaged s o n , 

p r o m p t i n g Young t o seek a i d f r o m t h e 

b a t t e r e d women's s h e l t e r i n L o u i s v i l l e , 

K e n t u c k y . 

On November 2, 1983, K e r s h e n e r , who 

had been d r i n k i n g f o r s e v e r a l h o u r s , 

s l a p p e d and k i c k e d Young and t h e n l e f t 

t h e house, t h r e a t e n i n g t o b e a t her and 

her son on h i s r e t u r n . A c c o r d i n g t o one 

a c c o u n t , Young p i c k e d up one o f 

Kershener's r i f l e s when he r e t u r n e d , 

i n t e n d i n g t o f r i g h t e n him away; t h e gun 

went o f f a c c i d e n t a l l y and Kershener was 

f a t a l l y wounded. Young c a l l e d t h e 

p o l i c e , who a r r e s
t
t e d h er and t r a n s p o r t e d 

Kershener t o h o s p i t a l , where he d i e d 

a f t e r s u r g e r y . 

P o l i c e promised Young t h e y would 

t a k e her t o t h e h o s p i t a l t o see 

Kershener I f she agreed t o make a 

s t a t e m e n t i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e 

i n c i d e n t . She l e a r n e d t h a t he had d i e d 

o n l y when she was i n f o r m e d by t h e p o l i c e 

t h a t she was b e i n g charged w i t h f i r s t 

degree murder. 

T h i s was o n l y t h e f i r s t o f a s e r i e s 

o f I r r e g u l a r i t i e s I n Young's t r e a t m e n t 

by t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . She was b a r e l y 

c o n s c i o u s f o r her f i r s t s e v e r a l weeks i n 

p r i s o n , b e i n g h e a v i l y drugged w i t h major 

t r a n q u i l i z e r s , and she has been unable 

t o o b t a i n needed m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n . The 

j a i l i n w h i c h she i s b e i n g h e l d i s 

c u r r e n t l y t h e o b j e c t o f a c l a s s a c t i o n 

s u i t because of i t s inhumane c o n d i t i o n s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e n e a r - t o t a l l a c k o f 

m e d i c a l s e r v i c e s . 

The defense w i l l seek an o u t r i g h t 

a c q u i t t a l on t h e grounds o f s e l f -

d e f e n s e ; t h e numerous w i t n e s s e s t o 

Kershener's a b u s i v e b e h a v i o u r i n c l u d e 

h i s own s i s t e r , who was t h e f i r s t p e r s o n 

t o v i s i t Young i n p r i s o n , and who 

v o l u n t e e r e d t o t e s t i f y on her b e h a l f . 

A t t h i s p o i n t t h e IWDC n e w s l e t t e r 

does n o t have c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n about 

t h e s t a t u s o f t h e t r i a l , b u t whatever 

t h a t may be, t h e r e a r e bound t o be 

s i g n i f i c a n t l e g a l c o s t s . C o n t r i b u t i o n s 

and l e t t e r s o f s u p p o r t may be s e n t t o 

t h e Frances Young Defense Committee, 

P.O. Box 1464, L o u i s v i l l e , Kentucky 

40201. 

a d a p t e d f r o m an a r t i c l e by 

Rachael Kamel i n t h e American F r i e n d s ' 

S e r v i c e Committee Women's N e w s l e t t e r , 

V o l . 5, Numbers 1 and 2, 1984. 

Lenore K e e s h i g - T o b i a s i s t h e e d i t o r o f 

Sweetgrass magazine. T h i s poem was o r i g i n a l l y 

p u b l i s h e d i n a s p e c i a l N o r t h American I n d i a n 

Women's i s s u e o f S i n i s t e r Wisdom, 1983. 

(a f o u n d poem) 

CHAPTER 149 

An A c t R e s p e c t i n g I n d i a n s 

S e c t i o n 1 1 . S u b j e c t t o s e c t i o n 12, 

a p e r s o n i s e n t i t l e d t o 

be r e g i s t e r e d , i f t h a t 

t h a t p e r s o n ( c ) i s a male who 

who i s a d i r e c t descendent i n 

t h e male l i n e o f a male 

male p e r s o n d e s c r i b e d i n 

i n p a r a g r a p h ( a ) or ( b ) ; 

S e c t i o n 1 1 . S u b j e c t t o s e c t i o n 12, 

a person i s e n t i t l e d t o 

t o be r e g i s t e r e d , i f t h a t 

t h a t p e r s o n ( f ) i s t h e w i f e o r 

or widow o f a p e r s o n who i s 

r e g i s t e r e d by v i r t u e o f p a r a g r a p h 

p a r a g r a p h ( a ) , ( b ) , ( c ) , ( d ) or ( e ) ; 

S e c t i o n 12 ( 1 ) ( b ) 

The f o l l o w i n g persons a r e n o t 

n o t a l l o w e d t o be r e g i s t e r e d 

r e g i s t e r e d namely, ( b ) a woman who m a r r i e d 

m a r r i e d a p e r s o n who i s n o t an I n d i a n , 

I n d i a n , u n l e s s t h a t woman i s s u b s e q u e n t l y 

s u b s e q u e n t l y t h e w i f e o r widow o f a person 

p e r s o n d e s c r i b e d i n s e c t i o n 1 1 . 

AN ACT RESPECTING INDIANS 

CHAPTER 149 

( s u b s e q u e n t l y and 

w i t h o u t r e s e r v a t i o n ) 

F a t h e r s b r o t h e r s u n c l e s 

c h i e f s w a r r i o r s p o l i t i c i a n s 

Where a r e t h e Women 

"out t h e r e " you p o i n t 

"somewhere" 

we r e a c h o u t i n t o t h e m i s t 

t o women you r e f u s e t o see 

t o s t r e n g t h you r e f u s e t o g i v e 

and w i l l n o t g i v e t o emotion 

you cannot f e e l t o t h e o t h e r 

h a l f o f our b e g i n n i n g s 

we have o u r s e l v e s and our d a u g h t e r s 

and you my f a t h e r s have 

sons and sons and sons 

and s e c t i o n 12 ( 1 ) ( b ) 

i n t h e A c t R e s p e c t i n g I n d i a n s 

Lenore Keeshig-Tobias 



Talking to Socialist Feminists 

T h i s i s the second of a two-part i n t e r ­

view with s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t a c t i v i s t 

Sandy S t e i n e c k e r . 

LY : IWDC c o n t i n u e d as an on-go i n g and 

i ndependent g r o u p a f t e r t h e f i r s t March 8 

C o a l i t i o n i n 1978. You were v e r y 

i n v o l v e d and t h e n i n 1980 you l e f t 

t h e group? Why? 

SS: I t was a f t e r my son Ryan was b o r n ; o f 

c ourse he was one reason f o r pu 1 1 i n g 

b a ck. But i t was more t h a n t h a t . 

I remember t a l k i n g t o a f r i e n d 

about our e x p e r i e n c e s i n IWDC. We were 

b o t h f e e l I n g r e a l l y f r u s t r a t e d t h a t we 

c o u l d n
1

1 move f o r w a r d ; we f e l t on t h i s 

t r e a d m i l l , always w o r k i n g w i t h where t h e 

newest women were. I d o n ' t mean t h a t i n 

a d i s p a r a g i n g way. even a l i t t l e . But 

what always happened i s t h a t t h e y came 

i n w i t h a c e r t a i n k i n d of e x p e r i e n c e and 

a c e r t a i n k i n d o f knowledge and t h a t ' s 

where we always had t o d e a l , over and 

over a g a i n . We c o u l d n
1

t seem t o use 

what we had l e a r n e d over t h e years and 

g i v e t h a t t o them. I n f a c t t h e r e was a 

r e a l taboo a g a i n s t i t . There was a taboo 

a g a i n s t h a v i n g e x p e r i e n c e or u s i n g 

e x p e r i e n c e . 

There was an a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d — t h e 

Tyranny of S t r u c t u r e l e s s n e s s t h a t I 

remember r e a l 1 y h i t home t o me a t t h a t 

t i m e . I s t a r t e d t o t h i n k t h a t t h e 

concept of l e a d e r l e s s n e s s or s t r u c t u r e ­

l e s s n e s s was p a r t of what was g o i n g 

wrong. 

I n f a c t , n e i t h e r IWDC nor t h e 

c o a l i t i o n s we i n i t i a t e d were l e a d e r l e s s 

or s t r u c t u r e l e s s . I n s t e a d , we c r e a t e d 

i n f o r m a l s t r u c t u r e s which were worse, and 

h a r d e r f o r new women t o g e t i n t o because 

t h e y w e r e n ' t f o r m a l or acknowledged. 

The r e s u l t was a f a i r l y c o m p l i c a t e d 

s e r i e s o f c l i q u e s and h i e r a r c h i e s t h a t 

were never acknowledged because you 

weren't supposed t o have them. And so t o 

t r y and p e n e t r a t e t h a t was almost 

imposs i b l e because i t wasn't t h e r e ; i t 

was 1 i k e t h e emperor h a v i n g no c l o t h e s — 

you c o u l d n ' t g e t a t i t . I remember 

t h i n k i n g t h a t t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n was 

screwy, t h a t t h i s d o e s n ' t work f o r new 

women and on t h e o t h e r hand l o o k i n g a t i t 

f r o m what I needed as an i n d i v i d u a l i t 

was c o m p l e t e l y f r u s t r a t i n g because I 

never g o t t o b u i l d on what I knew. I 

never g o t t o f e e l l i k e I was l e a r n i n g 

more. We were s t u c k i n t h i s r u t . 

What we had i n IWDC was l i k e t u r n i n g 

on a t a p e r e c o r d e r ; i t j u s t k e p t 

r e p e a t i n g i t s e l f o v e r and over a g a i n . I t 

f e l t l i k e you c o u l d n ' t move, you c o u l d n ' t 

l e a r n a n y t h i n g , t h a t you were doomed t o 

s t a y on t h e same conveyer b e l t over and 

over a g a i n . And i t was r e a l l y h a r d 

because any t i m e you s a i d s o m e t h i n g . 

somebody t u r n e d around and u s i n g one word 

o r a n o t h e r c a l l e d you an e l i t i s t and 

t h o u g h t you were t r y i n g t o g r a b 

l e a d e r s h i p o r t h a t you wanted t o i g n o r e 

new women, t h a t you d i d n ' t c a r e about 

i n t e g r a t i n g them. 

You'd s t a n d up and say s omething you 

knew f rom y o u r e x p e r i e n c e , and somebody 

would c u t you down, s a y i n g t h a t t h e words 

were t o o "heavy." You were supposed t o 

pare your i d e a s down ; new p e o p l e would 

g e t a l i e n a t e d i f we t a l k e d about a n y t h i n g 

t o o t h e o r e t i c a l , o r "above t h e i r heads," 

q u o t e / u n q u o t e . S a y i n g q u o t e / u n q u o t e i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g . What i f we c o u l d say 

someth i n g i s above some p e o p l e ' s heads 

and n o t have t h a t read as an i n s u l t but 

rn t l i e r t h a t t h e y haven ' t had t h e 

exper i e n c e or l e a r n e d t h e same t h i n g s 

t h a t one s t r a t a o f t h e g r o u p has 

l e a r n e d . 

By t h e same t o k e n , o b v i o u s l y new 

women have something t o t e a c h us and t h e y 

a r e t o t a l l y v i t a l . . . you c a n ' t b u i l d a 

movement w i t h o u t l e a r n i n g how t o 

i n t e g r a t e new women. But what I f i n d 

f a s c i n a t i n g i s t h a t we haven ' t done a 

v e r y good j o b of i n t e g r a t i n g new women. 

Even though IWDC i s s m a l l g r o u p , i t i s 

s t i l l f a i r l y h a r d t o become p a r t o f t h e 

g r o u p . 

And a t t h e same t i m e as n o t b e i n g 

a b l e t o i n t e g r a t e new women e f f e c t i v e l y 

we have a l s o c r e a t e d a d i f f u s i o n among 

e x p e r i e n c e d f e m i n i s t s because we don't 

g i v e them any p l a c e t o grow e i t h e r . So 

we s o m e h o w — a l l o f u s — a r e doomed t o t h i s 

m i d d l e ground t h a t we have t o g e t out 

o f . 

LY: That dynamic p u t s r e a l l i m i t a t i o n s on 

th e group's e f f e c t i v e n e s s and a b i l i t y t o 

grow. 

SS: E x a c t l y . I t ' s one o f t h e reasons 

many s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s have passed 

t h r o u g h IWDC b u t h a v en't c o n t i n u e d . 

I would 1 i k e somebody t o sa y , you 

know what, maybe t h e women's movement 

does need some l e a d e r s . Even b e t t e r , t o 

a dmit t h a t t h e women's movement has 

l e a d e r s . Because i t does. There i s no 

q u e s t i o n . I have a l i s t o f people and i f 

somebody came I n t o town and s a i d t o me 

who a r e t h e key women i n T o r o n t o I would 

know who t o t e l l them t o c a l l . Maybe not 

around s p e c i f i c i s s u e s , because 1
1

ve l o s t 

t o u c h w i t h t h a t , b u t g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g 

t h e r e a r e q u i t e c l e a r l y women who p r o v i d e 

d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f l e a d e r s h i p i n 

T o r o n t o . 

I don ' t mean t h a t I don ' t want t o 

work w i t h new women. I do. But I want a 

p l a c e — i n t h e most g e n e r a l s e n s e — a space 

t o be w i t h p e o p l e t h a t I d on't have t o be 

a f r a i d o f s a y i n g a n y t h i n g t h a t i s g o i n g 

t o a l i e n a t e y o u . That I d o n ' t have t o be 

a f r a i d o f s a y i n g , " t h i s may sound e l i t i s t 

b ut . . . and you w i l l know t h a t I am not 

e l i t i s t and I can j u s t say i t . And maybe 

y o u ' l l t u r n a r o und and c h a l l e n g e me, but 

you won't wander o f f and f e e l h u r t . 

You'11 s t r u g g l e w i t h me o v e r i s s u e s . I n 

IWDC I f e l t I always had t o p u l l back on 

who I was. I had t o w o r r y about how I 

s a i d what I s a i d , and I had t o n o t say 

some t h i n g s I f e l t because i t w o u l d n ' t be 

p r o p e r . I t seemed i m p o s s i b l e t o r e a l l y 

d i s c u s s and d e b a t e i s s u e s . 

LY: Obvious] y l o t s has changed i n IWDC 

s i n c e you l e f t , b u t what
1

 s i n t e r e s t i n g 

i s t h a t t h e two i s s u e s you keep r e f e r r i n g 

t o s t i 1 1 p l a g u e u s — h o w t o e f f e c t i v e l y 

i n v o l v e women who a r e new t o t h e women's 

movement i n our work and d i s c u s s i o n s ? and 

how t o be a b l e t o draw c o l l e c t i v e l y on 

th e e x p e r i e n c e and a n a l y s i s o f d i f f e r e n t 

a c t i v i s t s i n t h e group t o move f o r w a r d 

p o l i t i c a l l y and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y . 

SS: When f o u r o r f i v e us l e f t i n 1980 we 

f e l t we wanted t o spend some t i m e t a l k i n g 

about t h o s e and o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , and we 

c o u l d n ' t f i n d a way t o do t h a t i n IWDC. 

You c o u l d n ' t e v e r s t o p t h e machinery l o n g 

enough t o s i t down and r e a l l y t h i n k . 

L i k e , what have we l e a r n e d h e r e ? And 

a f t e r t e n o r f i f t e e n y e a r s o f i n v o l v e m e n t 

i n t h e women's movement, what do we know? 

Where d i d we screw up? Where do we need 

t o go f r o m here? What t h i n g s have 

worked? 

I remember d i s c u s s i n g s i n g l e i s s u e 

o r g a n i z i n g and t r y i n g t o f i g u r e o u t how 

t h a t f i t s i n . I t seemed t o be d r a i n i n g 

women o f f a t t h a t t i m e , b u t i t a l s o 

seemed t o be t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t was 

w o r k i n g . We d i d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d why t h a t 

was happening and what t o do w i t h i t ? I 

s t i l l t h i n k i t i s an i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . 

LY: L e t ' s p u t a s i d e f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g 

what IWDC i s o r i s n o t . I s t h e r e a need 

i n T o r o n t o f o r a s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ? 

SS : Yes. a tremendous need, f o r a 

s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t group w i t h a h i g h 

v i s i b i l i t y , t h a t r e c r u i t s p e o p l e , t h a t 

r e c r u i t s p eople around i d e a s , t h a t has a 

c l e a r p l a n f o r how t o i n t e g r a t e and 

i n v o l v e women, and t h a t f o c u s s e s on 

a c t i o n b u t does spend t i m e d e v e l o p i n g 

t h e o r y and t r y i n g t o i n t e g r a t e i t i n t o 

p r a c t i c e . We need t o make b u i l d i n g a 

huge o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h a r e a l a c t i v e 

membership a g o a l i n i t s e l f . 

Perhaps we need t o g e t r e a l l y 

s p e c i f i c around a document or 

c o n s t i t u t i o n where we say, t h i s i s our 

a n a l y s i s o f t h e r o l e o f t h e p a t r i a r c h y , 

t h e r o l e o f c a p i t a l i s m , and t h i s i s how 

we b e l i e v e t h e system wi11 be o v e r t h r o w n 

and t h i s i s what we b e l i e v e our r o l e 



c o u l d be i n t h e o v e r t h r o w o f t h a t system. 

Then you go out and say o.k. , everyone 

who b e l i e v e s i n t h i s can send i n t h e i r $2 

and b e l o n g t o t h e s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

T o r o n t o g r o u p . 

One o f t h e t h i n g s I d i d l i k e about 

t r a d i t i o n a l l e f t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i s t h a t 

you p u t i n so much money, you put i n so 

much t ime, and you had c e r t a i n 

r e p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r membership. You 

weren't j u s t j o i n i n g as a t o k e n g e s t u r e . 

You were making a commitment t o something 

and were w o r k i n g t o b u i l d a group o f 

people who a r e commi t t e d t o w o r k i n g 

t o g e t h e r o v e r a l o n g p e r i o d o f t i m e . 

I t h i n k we a r e l o s i n g our l e v e r a g e 

as s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s . I can l i s t women 

who a r e s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t s , who a r e 

co m m i t t e d , s t r o n g and good o r g a n i z e r s , 

b u t as a c u r r e n t we a r e not u s i n g 

t h e i r / o u r r e s o u r c e s t h e way we c o u l d . 

Host o f us a r e w o r k i n g i n d i v i d u a l l y i n 

d i f f e r e n t g r o u p s . We a r e f e e l i n g 

i s o l a t e d and n o t b e i n g as p o l i t i c a l l y 

e f f e c t i v e as we c o u l d be. I c a n ' t s i t up 

i n my t h i r d f l o o r room a t my desk and 

come up w i t h t h e ideas t h a t a r e needed t o 

move us f o r w a r d . No woman can do t h a t by 

h e r s e l f b u t many of us have s omet h i n g 

t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the p r o c e s s . We need 

t h a t contac t i n o r d e r t o grow as a 

movement. And we need t h a t c o n t a c t i n 

o r d e r t o s u r v i v e as i n d i v i d u a l s . Too 

many women I know have committed s u i c i d e 

i n the l a s t f i v e y e a r s . 

LY: How do we go from where we arc now t o 

the k i n d o f o r g a n i z a t i o n you've been 

t a l k i n g a bout? I s IWDC a t o o l f o r 

beg i n n i n g t h a t process? 

SS : I hope t h a t k i n d o f a d i r e c t i o n can 

come from IWDC. IWDC i s the l o g i c a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n t o b e g i n d i s c u s s j o n s o f how 

t o b u i l d a p o p u l a r s o c i a l i s t f e m i n i s t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t would have t o mean a 

r e a l commitment t o t a c k l i n g many o f t h e 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t we always seemed t o a v o i d , 

a t l e a s t when I was a r o u n d . 

BUILDING A NETWORK OF SOCIALISTS 

The l a s t and e v a l u a t i o n m e e t i n g o f t h e 

S o c i a l i s m 1984 s e r i e s was h e l d a t t h e end 

of June, The f o u r t e e n o r so people who 

came o u t d e c i d e d t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e 

d i f f e r e n t forums had had many shortcom­

i n g s , many o f us were s t i l l i n t e r e s t e d 

i n and w i l l i n g t o p u t energy i n t o 

f a c i l i t a t i n g d i s c u s s i o n s among s o c i a l ­

i s t s a bout t h e d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f 

a c t i v i t i e s we a r e i n v o l v e d i n c u r r e n t l y 

and our v i s i o n s o f l o n g e r - t e r m s o c i a l i s t 

s t r a t e g y . 

So we d e c i d e d t o : do i t a g a i n . . . 

but d i f f e r e n t l y . We were a b l e t o a r r i v e 

a t a consensus on g e n e r a l o b j e c t i v e s and 

a way t o o r g a n i z e o u r s e l v e s : 

• We want t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 

development o f a f e m i n i s t s o c i a l i s t 

movement and p e r s p e c t i v e ; 

• We want t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e 

n e t w o r k o f s o c i a l i s t s t h a t began t o 

emerge t h r o u g h t h e s e r i e s o f forums; 

• The a c t i v i t i e s we w i l l u n d e r t a k e 

remain t o be d e f i n e d b u t i n g e n e r a l t h e y 

w i l l be o f a v a r i e d and f l e x i b l e f o r m a t , 

d e s i g n e d t o f o s t e r d i s c u s s i o n , d e b a t e , 

exchange o f e x p e r i e n c e and p r a c t i c a l c o l ­

l a b o r a t i o n among s o c i a l i s t s i n T o r o n t o ; 

We have named o u r s e l v e s as an 

A n i m a t i o n Committee whose f u n c t i o n i s t o 

an i m a t e t h e a c t i v i t i e s and e v e n t s f o r t h e 

S o c i a l 1 s t N e t w o r k . S i n c e t h e June 29 

m e e t i n g , t h e committee has met t w i c e . 

W e ' l l keep you p o s t e d . I f you a r e 

i n t e r e s t e d i n j o i n i n g u s , or f i n d i n g o u t 

what we a r e d o i n g , c a l l Pat Daley (363¬

4 4 0 4 ) . 

TWO WINGS OF THE SAME BIRD: 
An Interview with Chai Chu Thompson 

We t a l k e d t o Chai Chu Thompson, o f t h e 

V i s i b l e M i n o r i t y Women's C o a l i t i o n , about 

i t s i n c e p t i o n and i t s a s p i r a t i o n s . 

Can you t e l l us how and when t h e 

c o a l i t i o n was formed? 

The VMWC was s t a r t e d a f t e r the O n t a r i o 

p r o v i n c i a l c o n f e r e n c e on v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y 

women i n September 1 9 8 3 - - t h a t was a 

c o n f e r e n c e o r g a n i z e d by t h e Human R i g h t s 

Commission and a t t e n d e d by 600 v i s i b l e 

m i n o r i t y women f r o m a l l o v e r O n t a r i o . I 

was i n v i t e d t o go t o t h a t c o n f e r e n c e , but 

due t o a c o n f l i c t I c o u l d n ' t a t t e n d . 

However, a month a f t e r t h e c o n f e r e n c e , 

women o r g a n i zed a c o a l j t i on, so aga1n I 

was i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d t h e f i r s t f o r m a t i o n 

m e e t i n g . I t was v e r y moving t o see 

around 80 women, 80 v i s i b l e mi n o r i t y 

women coming t o g e t h e r t o o r g a n i z e a 

c o a l i t i o n . S i n c e t h e n we have been 

me e t i n g r e g u l a r l y once a month. 

Were t h e 80 women a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s i n 

the c o n f e r e n c e . 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s and some o f t h e 

o r g a n i z e r s ; and s i n c e t h e n more people 

have heard o f u s , and new members have 

j o i n e d . The o r g a n i z a t i o n i s s t i l l i n a 

v e r y f o r m a t i v e s t a g e ; t h e s t r u c t u r e i s 

s t i l l v e r y l o o s e . We d e l i b e r a t e l y k e p t 

i t l o o s e so t h a t when new women j o i n t h e y 

have an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r i n p u t , f o r 

change. Besides we f e l t we a r e s t i l l a t 

a s t a g e where we a r e l e a r n i n g f r o m each 

o t h e r . I don't t h i n k t h e r e i s any 

v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women's c o a l i t i o n a c r o s s 

t h e c o u n t r y o r anywhere e l s e I know o f . 

In a way i t i s v e r y h i s t o r i c a l . So we 

would l i k e t o make s u r e t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n 

w i l l a c h i e v e i t s aims and o b j e c t i v e s . 

What a r e i t s aims? 

The a n a l y s i s we have done f o r o u r s e l v e s 

i s t h a t v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women have two 

a s p e c t s o f t h e same o p p r e s s i o n , namely, 

sexism and r a c i s m . H i s t o r i c a l l y , 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s have been developed t o 

f i g h t s e x i s m , such as t h e f e m i n i s t 

movement, b u t t h i s movement i s r e a l l y 

m o s t l y a m i d d l e - c l a s s w h i t e f e m i n i s t 

movement: t h e y d o n ' t a d d r e s s t h e 

problems o f r a c i s m . I n f a c t , t h e y may 

even p r a c t i c e r a c i s m , w i t h i n t h e m s e l v e s . 

And t h e n you can l o o k a t t h e o t h e r g r o u p 

o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s , l i k e t h e P o r t u g u e s e , 

Chinese o r Spanish community o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s , f o r i n s t a n c e ; t h e y may f i g h t v e r y 

m i l i t a n t l y a g a i n s t r a c i s m , b u t w i t h i n t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n t h e l e a d e r s h i p i s m o s t l y 

male d o m i n a t e d , and t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

a r e s e x i s t a g a i n s t t h e women o f t h e i r own 

communi t y . T h e r e f o r e we f e l t t h e r e was 

no o r g a n i z a t i o n e x i s t i n g i n t h e community 

which addressed t h e two a s p e c t s . 

We v i e w t h e s e two a s p e c t s o f t h e 

same o p p r e s s i o n l i k e two wings o f t h e 

same b i r d . You cannot s e p a r a t e them. I f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i k e t h e f e m i n i s t movement 

do n * t address t h e i s s u e o f r a c i s m , t h e y 

a r e n o t f i g h t i n g p r o p e r l y , t h e y a r e n o t 

u n i t i n g f o r c e s p r o p e r l y , and you c o u l d 

de l ay women's advancement. The same 

t h i n g happens w i t h t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s 



f I g h t i n g r a c i s m : i f t h e y don't address 

th e p r o b l e m o f s e x i s m , a g a i n t h e y a r e 

i s o l a t i n g t h e m s e l v e s . 

As v i s i b l e M i n o r i t y women, we f e l t 

e v e r y woman has a s t o r y t o t e l 1 about 

male c h a u v i n i s m , and e v e r y c o l o r e d person 

has a s t o r y t o t e l l a bout r a c i s m . We 

have b o t h o f them. We f e l t i t was 

i m p o r t a n t t o g e t t o g e t h e r , and t o s u p p o r t 

t h e f i g h t wherever r a c i s m o r sexism 

occur : i n t h e w o r k p l a c e , o r i n s c h o o l s 

o r o t h e r e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , and 

i n i t l a l l y we t h o u g h t what was i m p o r t a n t 

was t h a t a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t groups j o i n 

t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . I n f a c t we have a 

v e r y m u l t i - n a t i o n a l g r o u p . People come 

from Chinese o r i g i n , East I n d i a n o r i g i n , 

West I n d i a n o r i g i n , B l a c k , Korean, 

J a p a n e s e — a n d we have a l o t t o l e a r n f r o m 

each o t h e r because t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f 

sexism and r a c i s m i s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t i n 

d i f f e r e n t g r o u p s , and we s h o u l d come t o 

some k i n d o f common a n a l y s i s . 

And a l s o we have t h e s i t u a t i o n o f 

n a t i v e w o m e n — t h e i r o p p r e s s i o n i s q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h a t o f i m m i g r a n t women 

because n a t i v e women f e e l t h e y have a 

b a s i c d i f f e r e n c e w i t h us because t h e y a r e 

th e p e o p l e who o r i g i n a l l y owned t h i s 

l a n d ; t h e y a r e a b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e , y e t 

t h e y a r e b e i n g d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t . So 

we have t o g e t t o know and u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

problems o f each group and th e n we can 

come t o some common a n a l y s i s t o address 

a l l o f our p r o b l e m s . 

How do you d e f i n e v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y ? What 

i s the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e phrase? 

V i s i b l e m i n o r i t y - - t h e r e i s a problem w i t h 

t h i s w o r d . We now f e e l we would l i k e t o 

r e j e c t t h i s name because t h i s i s a name 

where i n way we a r e b e i n g l a b e l l e d . I t 

o r i g i n a t e d f rom t h e government. V i s i b l e 

m i n o r i t y r e f e r s t o t h e p e o p l e o f c o l o r . 

V i s i b l e m i n o r i t y woman means woman o f 

c o l o r , i n c l u d i n g b l a c k , y e l l o w and r e d . . . 

People o f c o l o u r a r e m o s t l y f r o m T h i r d 

World c o u n t r i e s . 

How a r e you o r g a n i z e d ? 

W e l l , perhaps I s h o u l d speak about t h e 

s t e e r i n g c o m m i t t e e . The SC has two 

members f r o m each g r o u p , f r o m each 

n a t i o n a l i t y . For i n s t a n c e t h e r e would be 

two Chinese, two B l a c k , two East I n d i a n , 

two West I n d i a n , two F i l i p i n o . The 

s t e e r i n g c o m m i t t e e i s open t o two 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m each gr o u p . 

So t h e s i z e o f t h e SC depends on how many 

groups a r e p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ? 

T h a t ' s r i g h t . That was t h e o r g i n a l i d e a , 

so t h a t i t would be t r u l y r e f l e c t i v e o f a 

c o a l i t i o n o f v i s i b l e m i n o r i t i e s . But 

the n as f a r as g e n e r a l membership, 

anybody can j o i n . You d o n ' t have t o 

b e l o n g t o an o r g a n i z a t i o n , i n o r d e r t o be 

a member. That has n o t been c o m p l e t e l y 

d e f i n e d by t h e p r a c t i c e r i g h t now. I 

mean we haven't d e v e l o p e d a c o n s t ! t u t i o n 

y e t . 

So anybody can j o i n ? 

Anybody can j o i n . I n f a c t , once we had 

an i n t e r e s t i n g d i s c u s s i o n where we asked, 

does anybody mean anybody I n c l u d i n g 

w h i t e ? A l a r g e number o f t h e membership 

f e l t t h a t a t t h i s s t a g e , we a r e i n a 

proces s o f development and change, and we 

want t o g e t t o know each o t h e r f i r s t , so 

w h i t e p e o p l e a r e welcome t o come t o t h e 

meetings o r e d u c a t i o n a l s , and t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e -however, t h e y w i l l n o t bn 

c o n s i d e r e d f o r membership a t t h i s t i m e . 

That was t h e dec i s i o n we t o o k . We f e e l 

c o n f i d e n t t h a t as we d e v e l o p f u r t h e r , 

t h e r e w i l l be no p r o b l e m . 

A c t u a l l y , I made t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n on 

membership, r a i s i n g t h e q u e s t i o n : who I s 

i n c l u d e d ? For i n s t a n c e , what about 

people f r o m mixed m a r r i a g e s — s a y h a l f -

b l a c k and h a l f - w h i t e ? How do you d e c i d e 

whether t h e y b e l o n g t o v i s i b i l e 

m i n o r i t i e s o r n o t ? But i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n 

i t came up t h a t i n s o c i e t y p e o p l e o f t h a t 

o r i g i n o f t e n a r e t r e a t e d as v i s i b l e 

m i n o r i t i e s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e y s h o u l d be 

e n t i t l e d t o membership. 

Do you have community groups as members? 

We haven't s o r t e d t h i s o u t y e t . What 

people w i l l say ( a t meetings ) i s t h a t 

t h e y b e l o n g t o c e r t a i n o r g a n i z a t i o n s , b u t 

so f a r people j u s t come as i n d i v i d u a l s . 

A t p r e s e n t we d i v i d e them a c c o r d i n g t o 

n a t i o n a l i t i e s . So, f o r i n s t a n c e , on t h e 

s t e e r i n g committee we want t o ensure t h a t 

we b r o a d l y r e p r e s e n t t h e d i f f e r e n t groups 

o f v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y p e o p l e . 

What has t h e c o a l i t i o n worked on so f a r ? 

We haven't done a n y t h i n g v e r y h i g h 

p r o f i l e , i n t h e sense o f p u b l i c i t y or 

a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t . We f e e l we have 

a c h i e v e d q u i t e a b i t c o n s o l i d a t i n g among 

o u r s e l v e s w i t h d i f f e r e n t groups and 

s o r t i n g o u t t h e p r o b l e m s . For i n s t a n c e , 

we had a workshop by n a t i v e women and how 

t h e y f e l t about b e i n g members o f t h i s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n - - t h e r e a r e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s 

f o r them. and some of them f e l t t h e y 

s h o u l d n ' t b e l o n g . But t h e y r e a l i z e d t h a t 

we a r e n o t t h e problem f o r n a t i v e p e o p l e , 

t h a t we r c o g n i z e i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o 

s u p p o r t n a t i v e women. And t h e c o a l i t i o n 

c e r t a i n l y wi11 s u p p o r t n a t i v e women's 

s t r u g g l e s and n a t i v e women's r i g h t s . 

So we b e g i n t o s o r t o u t i n t r a - g r o u p 

p r o b l e m s , w i t h i n d i f f e r e n t m i n o r i t y 

g r o u p s , by e d u c a t i o n a l programs. Every 

month we have two ho u r s o f workshops j u s t 

t o do e d u c a t i o n a 1 p r e s e n t a t i o n s , a t the 

end o f which we come t o some common 

c o n c l u s i o n s , and t h e n we c o n t i n u a l l y 

r e v i s e ; o u r aims and o b j e c t i v e s g r a d u a l l y 

d e v e l o p . 

P u b l i c l y , we d i d respond t o an 

a r t i c l e t h a t appeared i n t h e Globe and 

H a l l ; a c t u a l l y i t was a s t a t e m e n t put o u t 

by two g r o u p s , one o f them b e i n g NAC. 

Chaviva Hosek, t h e P r e s i d e n t , s a i d she 

f e l t t h a t NAC had addressed t h e problems 

and p a i d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e "problems o f 

v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women. She was s p e a k i n g 

on b e h a l f o f u s , and we f e l t t h a t t h a t ' s 

always t h e problem; they don't r e a l l y 

know what t h e y a r e d o i n g , and t h e y c e r t ­

a i n l y haven't addressed our pr o b l e m s . So 

we w r o t e a l e t t e r t h a t appeared i n t h e 

newspaper. A c t u a l l y t h e o r i g i n a l response 

i s much l o n g e r — t h e newspaper p u b l i s h e d 

th e b e g i n n i n g and t h e end. I t was our 

a n a l y s i s about how we f e e l — i n f a c t you 

can read t h a t t o g e t an i d e a o f what was 

d i s c u s s e d by t h e S t e e r i n g Committee. 

I t r e f l e c t s where t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n i s 

a t ? 

Yes. And t h e n , we a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a 

peace c o n f e r e n c e r e c e n t l y . And we found 

t h a t t h e peace i s s u e i s a n a l y z e d v e r y 

d i f f e r e n t l y by v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women as 

compared t o t h e w h i t e f e m i n i s t movement. 

Which peace c o n f e r e n c e was i t ? 

11 was o r g a n i z e d by Vo i c e o f Women from 

York U n i v e r s i t y . We were t o t a l l y 

d i s g u s t e d w i t h t h a t g r o u p . They wanted 

t o o r g a n i z e an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e 

on women's i n i t i a t i v e s t o g e t women on 

the n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e f o r peace 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . Wei 1, we have no 

o b j e c t i o n t o t h a t , b u t t h e o n l y problem 

we had w i t h t h a t group i s t h a t t h e i r 

a n a l y s i s i s so e x t r e m i s t : t h e y 

would go so f a r as t o say t h a t war i s the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e male. Hales a r e 

b o r n w a r - l i k e , and females a r e born 

p e a c e f u l , a c c o r d i n g t o t h i s b i o l o g i c a 1 

s u p e r i o r i t y a n a l y s i s — a n d i t i s a v e r y 

a n t i - m a l e t y p e o f a n l y s i s . 

And t h e n t h e y w i l l n o t d i s t i n g u i s h 

between two t y p e s o f v i o l e n c e : t h e y lump 

t o g e t h e r t h e sum t o t a l , and a r e 

a b s o l u t e l y f o r a n o n - v i o l e n t , p a c i f i s t 

t y p e o f a p h i l s o p h y . They w i l l n o t 

d i s t i n g u i s h t h a t t h e r e i s v i o l e n c e o f 

a g g r e s s i o n and a l s o v i o l e n c e o f 



r e s i s t a n c e ; you know, t h e n a t i o n a l 

l i b e r a t i o n war. The way we view peace and 

how t h e y v i e w peace i s a v e r y d i f f e r e n t 

t h i n g : t h e y want t o s t o p n u c l e a r war, 

s u r e , t h e rea s o n t h e y want t o s t o p i t i s 

so t h e y can p r e s e r v e t h e p r e s e n t s t a t u s 

quo, so t h a t t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n w i l l 

n o t be d e s t r o y e d . 

For i n s t a n c e , one woman would say 

I j u s t bought a new, b i g house--I d o n
1
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want i t t o be d e s t r o y e d : t h e r e f o r e , we 

want peace, r i g h t ? To me, when h a l f o f 

the w o r l d I s s t a r v i n g , how can you say 

you want t o p r e s e r v e y o u r b i g house? 

That way you'11 keep t h e p r e s e n t 

imbalance a g a i n s t t h e T h i r d World 

c o u n t r i e s ? For i n s t a n c e , what was t h e 

t h r e a t t o peace o r i g i n a l l y ? The t h r e a t 

t o peace i s t h a t some people wage wars o f 

a g g r e s s i o n , an a g g r e s s i v e war to w a r d 

o t h e r p e o p l e . So t h o s e p e o p l e , t h e i r 

peace i s t h r e a t e n e d ; t h e n peace can o f t e n 

be defended by waging a war, a n a t i o n a l 

war o f l i b e r a t i o n . So you have t o vi e w a 

n a t i o n a l war o f 1 i be r a t i o n as a means 

towards peace, but a war o f a g g r e s s i o n i s 

a t h r e a t t o peace. And t h i s t ype o f 

a n a l y s i s t h e s e women c o u l d never a c c e p t , 

t h e y want t o say: "Oh no! you mustn't be 

v i o l e n t . " I want t o say, you people a r e 

t o t a l h y p o c r i t e s , because how can you 

t e l l p e o p l e o f N i c a r a g u a , how can you 

t e l 1 p e o p l e o f El S a l v a d o r , how can you 

t e l l p e o p l e , say 30 y e a r s ago, t h e 

Chinese p e o p l e , n o t t o wage wars o f 

r e s i s t a n c e a g a i n s t U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m , 

a g a i n s t t h e economic, m i l i t a r y and 

p o l l t i c a l a g g r e s s i o n t o t h e i r c o u n t r y ? 

They have t o defend I t . They have t o 

v i o l e n t l y d e f e n d t h e i r peace. So t o t e l l 

t h o se c o u n t r i e s t h a t t h e Canadian 

government i s p a r t o f t h e whole t h i n g , 

and t h e n t e l l them t h e y s h o u l d not f i g h t 

back i s t o t a l h y p o c r i s y . 

So, o f course when we p r e s e n t e d t h i s 

t y p e o f a n a l y s i s i t was v e r y u n p o p u l a r . 

We l a s t e d a whole day b u t f e l t a f t e r t h a t 

t h e r e was no p o i n t i n g o i n g on. Only two 

women o f c o l o r a t t e n d e d t h a t peace 

c o n f e r e n c e , and we p r e s e n t e d a v e r y 

d i f f e r e n t a n a l y s i s. A f t e r we spoke, some 

people f r o m t h e f l o o r agreed wi t h u s . 

But many o f them d i d n
1

1 even want us t o 

use t h e t e r m i n o l o g y , " t h e T h i r d World 

c o u n t r i e s , " t h e y sa i d we a l l l i v e i n t h e 

same w o r l d why s h o u l d we use " T h i r d World 

c o u n t r y ? " So. one of our members s a i d 

o.k. i f you r d o n ' t want t o " use " T h i r d 

World" how about u s i n g " t h e e x p l o i t e d 

w o r l d " ? 

What was you r e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e March 8 

C o a l i t i o n t h i s p a s t y e a r ? 

The March 8 c o a l i t i o n — a t t h a t t i m e , you 

see, we had o n l y formed i n O c t o b e r , so 

we were n o t q u i t e ready t o p a r t i c i p a t e 

f u l l y , b u t many v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women 

went t o t h e march. I was n o t a b l e t o go, 

b u t a c c o r d i n g t o o t h e r people t h e y f e l t 

i t was a v e r y good march, t h e y e n j o y e d 

th e s peech. 

But I heard t h a t t h e March 8 

C o a l i t i o n has some problem r e c o g n i z i n g 

t h e r i g h t s o f P a l e s t i n i a n women and t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , and a g a i n t h a t ' s 

w r ong, because you have t o s u p p o r t 

wherever t h e o p p r e s s i o n i s , and you have 

t o r e c o g n i z e t h e r a c i s m a g a i n s t t h e 

P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 

Were t h e r e any o t h e r problems? 

V i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women o f t e n have 

problems when t h e y work wi t h a whi t e -

dominated g r o u p . I t h i n k t h e problem i s 

t h a t t h o s e f e m i n i s t movements have v e r y 

l i t t l e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o r s e n s i t i v i t y 

toward v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women. There i s 

an a i r o f v i s i b l e m i n o r i t i e s r e p e a t e d l y 

d i s c u s s i n g t h i s p r o b l e m , because i t i s a 

prob Iem t h a t always a r i s e s when we go t o 

a meet i n g ; i t ' s v e r y h a r d t o make t h o s e 

f e m i n i s t s u n d e r s t a n d t h a t we have a v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t p o i n t t o make, i f n o t more 

i m p o r t a n t , a t l e a s t e q u a l l y v a l i d . But 

o f t e n t h i s k i n d o f a p o s i t l o n i s n o t 

r e c o g n i z e d o r v a l u e d as be i n g an 

i m p o r t a n t t h i n g . And v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y 

women f e e l t h e y w i l l a lways be l o o k e d 

down on by t h e g e n e r a l f e m i n i s t movement. 

And o f t e n what happens, l i k e a t t h e peace 

c o n f e r e n c e I m e n t i o n e d , when you s t a r t 

t a I k i n g about r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o 

o r g a n i z e , t h e y always say, "we have t o 

ge t t h e e x p e r i e n c e d p e o p l e , t h e y know 

what t h e y a r e d o i n g . " We asked f o r 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n f r o m people f rom Th1rd 

Wor I d count r i e s , f rom v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y 

women, and t h e y would say, "wel 1 i f we 

ge t those p e o p l e t h e y won' t know what 

t h e y a r e d o i n g . t h e y don't have any 

e x p e r i e n c e . . . " I say : you women say men 

oppress you because men t e l l you t h a t you 

do n ' t know any b e t t e r , now you a r e d o i n g 

th e same t h i n g , y o u ' r e s a y i n g v i s i b l e 

m i n o r i t y women d o n ' t know any b e t t e r , 

t h i s i s t h e same t y p e o f a r r o g a n c e . So 

we've t a l k e d about t h i s t y p e o f 

e x p e r i e n c e a l o t . But I m y s e l f don ' t 

know a n y t h i n g about what happened i n t h e 

March 8 C o a l i t i o n t h i s y e a r because I 

d i d n ' t p a r t i c i p a t e . 

So how does t h e group see t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e w h i t e women's 

movement i n f u t u r e ? Does t h e group see 

any p o s s i b l e a l l i e s w i t h i n i t , i n t h e 

sense t h a t t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t c u r r e n t s , 

say w i t h s o c i a l i s t , l e f t - w i n g women...? 

Yes. We see t h a t t h e r e i s a l o t o f work 

t o be done f o r t h e gap t o c l o s e between 

the w h i t e women's movement and t h e women 

of c o l o r movement, a l o t o f e d u c a t i o n a l 

work has t o be done, on b o t h s i d e s . You 

know some v i s i b l e m i n o r i t y women
1

 s 

e x p e r i e n c e i s so n e g a t i v e about whi t e 

women, t h a t t h e y j u s t want t o lump a l l 

w h i t e s t o g e t h e r , and t h i s i s c e r t a i n l y 

s t r o n g ; and y e t t h e r e i s s t i l l a s t r o n g 

d e s i r e t o work w i t h those g r o u p s , we f e e l 

we have an o b i i g a t i o n t o p r o v i d e 

e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a I s , t o go t o those 

meetings and p r e s e n t our i d e a s , t o w i n 

t h e i r s u p p o r t . And we b e l i e v e , you know 

w i t h some h a r d work and p e r s i s t e n t work, 

p r o g r e s s can be made. 

Maybe i s s u e by i s s u e . 

E x a c t l y . E x a c t l y . So, a l o t o f work 

needs t o be done. 

PREVIEW 

F e m i n i s t Review No. 17 : MANY VOICES, 

ONE CHANT : BLACK FEMINIST PERSPECTIVES 

The l a t e s t e d i t i o n o f F e m i n i s t Review, 

e d i t e d by a g u e s t e d i t o r i a l c o l l e c t i v e 

of B l a c k Women, promises t o be a f i t t i n g 

f o l l o w - u p t o Flreweed's Women o f C o l o u r 

i s s u e . I t i s a c o l l e c t i o n o f 

t h e o r e t i c a l a r t i c l e s , k i c k e d o f f w i t h 

" C h a l l e n g i n g I m p e r i a l Feminism", a j o i n t 

e f f o r t by two o f t h e f o u r e d i t o r s , 

f o l l o w e d by an a r t i c l e on B l a c k l e s b i a n 

i n v i s i b i l i t y i n B r i t a i n ; o t h e r s a r e on 

Bl a c k women and t h e economy, A s i a n women 

i n B r i t a i n , and B l a c k women o r g a n i z i n g . 

As w e l l , t h e r e i s a p o e t r y s e c t i o n , a 

book r e v i e w s e c t i o n , and a c o l l e c t i o n o f 

p h o t o g r a p h s . Thi s book i s a m u s t - - j u s t 

f r o m a q u i c k skim o v e r i t ( i t j u s t came 

o u t ) i t i s c l e a r i t w i l l be i n v a l u a h l e 

i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g and f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t 

r a c i s m wi t h i n t h e women's movement. 

Though i t i s s e t i n B r i t a i n , t h e 

s i m i l a r i t i e s t o t h e s i t u a t i o n i n Canada 

are enormous, and, i n d e e d , t h i s 

c o l l e c t i o n c o u l d r e p r e s e n t a c o n t i n u a t i o n 

o f t h e a n a l y s i s begun by t h e Fireweed 

Women o f C o l o u r g u e s t c o l l e c t i v e and 

o t h e r s . 

Look f o r a r e v i e w o f Many V o i c e s , 

One Chant i n a f u t u r e i s s u e o f t h e 

n e w s l e t t e r . 



There's a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h a t w h i t e women 

have t o educate t h e m s e l v e s . . . 

And a l s o v i c e v e r s a : they s h o u l d 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n o r come t o our meetings t o 

pr e s e n t t h e i r p o i n t o f v i e w , because I f 

we have m i s u n d e r s t o o d them o r t h e i r p o i n t 

o f v i e w , t h e y have an o b i i g a t i o n t o 

c o r r e c t t h a t . 

What r o l e w i l l t h e VMWC p l a y i n t h e 

f u t u r e ? 

I n t h e f u t u r e , I t h i n k t h e C o a l i t i o n w i l l 

t a k e on i s s u e s , a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d i s s u e s . 

R i g h t now we a r e p r e p a r i n g o u r s e l v e s , 

but I t h i n k our g o a l i s a c t i o n : t o 

su p p o r t t h e s t r u g g l e s o f people f i g h t i n g 

on t h e i s s u e o f r a c i s m , sexism; f o r 

i n s t a n c e , we r e c e n t l y p a r t i c i p a t e d 

a c t i v e l y f i g h t i n g r a c i s m by s u p p o r t i n g 

th e Weyf u c a se. We g o t a l o t o f v i s i b l e 

m i n o r i t y women o u t t o su p p o r t Weyfu. 

That's n o t even a "women's i s s u e " , i t i s 

s i m p l y r a c i s m . I t h i n k i n t h e f u t u r e we 

w i l l do more o f t h i s s o r t o f t h i n g . And 

th e n we a l s o went o u t t o do p i c k e t 

support: f o r t h e c l e a n e r s , a t Canadian 

P l a c e . The o r g a n i z a t i o n I s s t i l l m i n i m a l , 

b u t 1 t h i n k i t w i l l d e v e l o p . So l a t e r on 

w e ' l l be more a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d . I t h i n k 

b e f o r e a c t i o n . we need a st a g e o f 

c o o p e r a t i o n and development. 

— i n t e r v i e w by Marie Lorenzo 

LABOUR NOTES LABOUR NOTES LABOUR NOTES LA 

We'd l i k e t o improve our coverage o f 

la b o u r i s s u e s , and perhaps have a r e g u l a r 

column. The women we've t a l k e d t o a r e 

too busy . . . so what about you? I s 

t h e r e an i s s u e o r s t r u g g l e you'd l i k e t o 

w r i t e a b o u t ? Would you be i n t e r e s t e d i n 

e d i t i n g a r e g u l a r column? Or what about 

a r o t a t i n g column, and b e i n g one o f a 

number o f a c t i v i s t s t o commit h e r s e l f t o 

one o r two columns a year? 

Labour Struggles 
WOMEN STRIKE AGAIN 

A six-week s t r i k e by 250 c l e a n e r s , 

most o f whom are Portuguese women, 

ended on J u l y 13 w i t h a s i g n i f i c a n t 

v i c t o r y f o r t h e members o f t h e CCU-

a f f i l i a t e d Food and S e r v i c e Workers o f 

Canada. 

The s t r i k e was a g a i n s t Olympia 

and Y o r k , owners o f F i r s t Canadian 

P l a c e and t h e Exchange Tower, where 

most o f t h e c l e a n e r s work n i g h t s h i f t s 

f o r p o v e r t y wages ($5.83 w i t h m i n i m a l 

b e n e f i t s , u n t i l t h e s t r i k e ) . Olympia 

and York used t h r e a t s o f mass f i r i n g s 

and o t h e r such d i r t y t r i c k s , l i k e 

w i t h h o l d i n g paychegues i n an a t t e m p t 

t o g e t p e o p l e t o e n t e r t h e b u i l d i n g s 

t o c o l l e c t , t r y i n g t o f o r c e t h e work­

e r s t o a c c e p t t h e o f f e r o f a 3 0 c / h r . 

i n c r e a s e o v e r two y e a r s . D e s p i t e i n ­

t i m i d a t i o n and t h e use o f scabs (many 

p r o v i d e d by Canada Manpower i n t h e 

fa r m o f s t u d e n t s d e s p e r a t e f o r w o r k ) , 

t h e w o r k e r s won 6 0 ç / h r . , and t h e r e ­

i n s t a t e m e n t o f n i n e c l e a n e r s f i r e d 

when a r r e s t e d by p o l i c e p r o t e c t i n g 

s t r i k e b r e a k e r s t r y i n g t o c r o s s t h e 

p i c k e t l i n e . 

The s t r i k e was n o t a b l e f o r t h e 

wide range o f s u p p o r t i t was a b l e t o 

m o b i l i z e f r o m many s e c t o r s — i n c l u d i n g 

women, i m m i g r a n t s , s t u d e n t s , and, o f 

c o u r s e , l a b o u r — i n c l u d i n g non-CCU 

a f f i l i a t e s . The v i c t o r y i s a t r i ­

b u t e t o t h e courage and t e n a c i t y o f 

th e women and men who s t r u g g l e d 

t h r o u g h t h e s t r i k e , and a r e m i n d e r o f 

th e i m p o r t a n c e o f u n i t y i n f i g h t i n g 

c o r p o r a t i o n s ' and governments* de­

t e r m i n a t i o n t o f i n a n c e t h e economic 

c r i s i s o u t o f t h e p o c k e t s o f poor 

and w o r k i n g p e o p l e . 

VDTS ON STAGE 

VDT o p e r a t o r s w i l l t a k e t o t h e s t a g e 

t h i s f a l l ! The VDT Committee o f Metro 

T o r o n t o ' s Labour Counci1 w i l l produce 

a p l a y , "The Department," w r i t t e n by 

New York a u t h o r B arbara Carson. The 

pl a y i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g reworked by 

the T o r o n t o t h e a t r e g r o u p Mixed 

Company. 

Carson, t o g e t h e r w i t h A l l a n Booth 

and Simon Malbogat o f Mixed Company, 

i s w o r k i n g on music and l y r i c s f o r 

t h i s humorous d e p i c t i o n o f computer-

based t e c h n o l o g y i n t o a bank o f f i c e . 

The p l a y w i l l be p r e s e n t e d i n T o r o n t o 

September 12-15. 8 p.m. as a workshop 

p r o d u c t i o n . I t w i l l be pe r f o r m e d w i t h 

a p r o f e s s i o n a l c a s t a t t h e Ralph 

T h o r n t o n C e n t r e , 765 Queen S t . E. 

T i c k e t s a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m Mixed 

Company a t 461-2584. 

VDT Committee members have i n t h e 

pa s t sponsored two c o n f e r e n c e s about 

work a t computer t e r m i n a l s . The VDT 

N e w s l e t t e r p u b l i s h e d by t h e Commitee 

p r o v i d e s VDT o p e r a t o r s wi t h work-

r e l a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n . The p l a y w i l l be 

a new approach t o t h i s g o a l : c o m b i n i n g 

th e work o f t h e commi t t e e w i t h an 

e n t e r t a i n i n g c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y . The 

committee hopes t h a t many o f f i c e 

w o r k e r s and u n o r g a n i z e d VDT o p e r a t o r s 

w i l l come o u t t o t h e p l a y . 

--Susan Meurer 

The VDT n e w s l e t t e r can be o b t a i n e d by 

w r i t i n g t h e VDT Committee, Metro 

T o r o n t o Labour C o u n c i l , Room 407, 15 

Ger v a i s D r i v e , Don M i l l s . 

NEW TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES 

Those o f you i n t e r e s t e d i n r e s o u r c e s on 

mi c r o t e c h , wi 11 want t o read two 

pamphlets t h a t have j u s t been p u b l i s h e d 

by T o r o n t o g r o u p s . 

M i c r o F u t u r e s : Who Pays i s an e x c e l l e n t 

i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e w o r l d o f m i c r o c h i p 

t e c h n o l o g y t h r o u g h t h e eyes o f some o f 

th e w o r k e r s who have t o l i v e and work 

w i t h new t e c h . P u b l i s h e d by t h e New 

Technology Working Group, i t ' s a v a i l a b l e 

i n T o r o n t o a t DEC, 427 B l o o r S t r e e t West. 

$3. 

M i c r o T e c h n o l o g y ^ and Your; F u t u r e in 
O f f i c e Work i s a comprehensive g u i d e t o 

new t e c h n o l o g y w r i t t e n f o r o f f i c e w o r k e r s 

W r i t e t o Renate K r a k a u e r , Humber C o l l e g e , 

1669 E g l i n t o n Avenue, West, T o r o n t o . 

Trade Unions and t h e R a d i c a l i z i n g o f Soc­

i a l i s t Feminism i s a s e r i e s o f t h r e e a r ­

t i c l e s e d i t e d by C y n t h i a Cockburn and 

publ i s h e d i n t h e summer 1984 Issu e o f 

F e m i n i s t Review, a B r i t i s h s o c i a l i s t 

f e m i n i s t j o u r n a l , w hich d i s c u s s t h e ex­

p e r i e n c e o f women o r g a n i z i n g i n t h e 

B r i t i s h , French and I t a l i a n t r a d e u n i o n 

movements. 

The f i r s t a r t i c l e s d e a l w i t h t h e up­

surge o f fem i n i s m i n the I t a 1 l a n t r a d e 

u n i o n movement i n t h e 70s and the n some 

of t h e t h e t e n s i o n s t h a t have developed 

w i t h i n t h e women's movement i n t h e t r a d e 

u n i o n movement. Then two French women 

t r a d e u n i o n i s t s t e l l t h e s t o r y o f a 

stormy e p i s o d e between f e m i n i s t s i n t h e 

French Communist P a r t y and t h e c e n t r a l 

l a b o u r c o u n c i 1 . The f i n a l a r t i c l e 

d i s c u s s e s f e m i n i s m and t r a d e u n i o n i s m i n 

B r i t a i n , a l s o s i n c e t h e e a r l y 70s. 

I f y o u ' r e i n t e r e s t e d i n r e c e i v i n g a 

xerox o f these a r t i c l e s p l e a s e send $2 t o 

the n e w s l e t t e r committee and we'11 send 

i t t o you . And o f c o u r s e , . . . we'd be 

i n t e r e s t e d i n you r comments and compari­

sons t o th e s i t u a t i o n h e r e . 



International/Solidarity 

WOMEN IN CENTRAL AMERICA: 
REFLECTIONS ON A RECENT VISIT 

We have a l o t t o l e a r n f rom women i n 

C e n t r a l A m e r i c a — a n d something t o s h a r e . 

I t s t r u c k me a g a i n as I had t h e chance t o 

r e - v i s l t o l d f r i e n d s and make new ones i n 

A p r i l - H a y d u r i n g a G week assignment f o r 

CUSO. Hy t a s k was t o meet w i t h groups — 

p a r t i c u l a r l y women
1

 s groups o r t h e 

women's s e c r e t a r i a t s o f p o p u l a r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s — t o f i n d o u t what, i f any, 

programs i n p o p u l a r e d u c a t i o n were g o i n g 

on o f d i r e c t b e n e f i t t o women i n t h e 

r e g i o n . What f o l l o w s , a r e a few 

r e f l e c t i o n s on t h e t r i p — t h e h i g h l i g h t s . 

A r r i v i n g i n Honduras a f t e r a two 

yea r absence was a shock ! U.S. marines 

everywhere . . . and one wa l k s down t h e 

main s t r e e t o f T e g u c i g a l p a , t h e c a p i t a l , 

t o t h e sounds o f H e r c u l e s C-l30's p a s s i n g 

overhead c a r r y i n g s u p p l i e s t o the l a r g e 

U.S. base b e i n g c o n s t r u c t e d as p a r t o f 

the Reagan game p l a n f o r t h e r e g i o n . One 

cannot over-emphasize t h e r e p r e s s i v e 

c o n d i t i o n s which e x i s t i n Honduras, 

making t r a d e u n i o n o r g a n i z i n g , peasant 

demands and human r i g h t s d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 

a l l v e r y d angerous. Given these 

c o n d i t i o n s , t h e p o p u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e 

few and have t o work under d i f f i c u l t 

c o n d i t i o n s and w i t h g r e a t c o u r a g e . 

I t was t h e r e f o r e v e r y e x c i t i n g t o 

meet w i t h a woman from a s m a l l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n i n i t s e a r l y s t a g e s o f 

development ( w i t h membership from p o p u l a r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t h e u n i v e r s i t y ) who 

had o r g a n i z e d a v e r y s u c c e s s f u l Women's 

Day H a r c h - - t h e f i r s t i n Honduran h i s t o r y . 

The women p r o t e s t e d i n j u s t i c e and 

v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n : asked f o r 

immediate a p p r o v a l f o r a new Fa m i l y Code; 

and asked f o r Peace i n t h e r e g i o n and 

good r e l a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r C e n t r a l 

American c o u n t r i e s — a s l a p a t t h e 

m i l i t a r y who have been b a c k i n g t h e U.S. 

p o l i c y o f s u p p o r t t o c o u n t e r ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e s o p e r a t i n g f r o m 

Honduran s o i l t o N i c a r a g u a . I n a d d i t i o n 

t o work on a new f a m i l y code, t h e women 

t a l k e d o f p l a n s t o mount a c u l t u r a l r a d i o 

program f o r women and t o d e v e l o p a 

p r o d u c t i o n p r o j e c t t o h e l p women s u r v i v e 

who l o s e t h e i r j o b s because o f t h e i r 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

I n s p i t e o f t h e s t r a i n o f t h e 

" c o n t r a s " and t h e economic h a r d s h i p s 

caused by t h e m i n i n g o f t h e p o r t s , 

N i c a r a g u a f e e l s l i k e a b r e a t h o f f r e s h 

a i r a f t e r Honduras. I had t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a l k w i t h b o t h AHNLAE, t h e 

mass-based N i c a r a g u a n women's organ!za-

t i o n . and "La O f i c i n a de l a H u j e r , " t h e 

women
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 s o f f i ce i n t h e government which 

c o o r d i n a t e s and m o t i v a t e s t h e work o f 

v a r i o u s Hi n i s t r i e s on women's programs. 

Both o r g a n i z a t i o n s s t r e s s e d t h a t t h e U.S. 

and " c o n t r a " i n t e r v e n t i o n b o t h mi 1 i t a r i 1 y 

and e c o n o m i c a l l y was t h e o v e r - r i d i n g 

f a c t o r d e t e r m i n i n g p r i o r i t i e s . The women 

t a l k e d w i t h anger as t h e y r e c o u n t e d t h e 

d e s t r u c t i o n o f h e a l t h c l i n i c s , day c a r e 

c e n t r e s — n o t t o me n t i o n t h e d e a t h and 

p e r s o n a l l o s s e s s u f f e r e d by p e o p l e i n t h e 

n o r t h e r n a r e a s . What amazed us was t h e 

e x t e n t t o which t h e c r e a t i v i t y c o n t i n u e d . 

AHNLAE hopes t o mount a s c h o o l f o r r u r a l 

women i n t h e hard h i t r e g i o n s which c o u l d 

t e a c h c o o p e r a t i v e management and r e l a t e d 

t o p i c s t o t h e many women who f i n d 

t hemselves i n l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s . 

Other e x c i t i n g programs i n a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n , a g r i c u l t u r e and h e a l t h c a r e 

c o n t i n u e — b u t a l l a r e s t r a p p e d f o r funds 

as the economic p r e s s u r e s grow. 

D r i v i n g o v e r t h e b o r d e r i n t o Costa 

R i c a , one sees v i s i b l e s i g n s o f t h e 

d e s t r u c t i o n t h e war has caused i n t h e 

p a s t two y e a r s . The o l d c r o s s i n g has 

been bombed on t h e N i c a r a g u a n s i d e -

d e s t r o y i n g t h e s u r r o u n d i n g v i l l a g e . I n 

Costa Rica t h e r e was an a i r o f t e n s i o n as 

t h e news media t o l d o f Nlc a r n g u a n 

" a g g r e s s i o n " a t t h e b o r d e r . Hany o f t h e 

r e p o r t s o f damage t o t h e Costa Rican 

b o r d e r p o s t we knew t o be f a l s e and c o u l d 

have been e a s i l y checked by j o u r n a l i s t s . 

However, t h e U.S. ambassador on s e v e r a l 

o c c a s i o n s appeared on T.V. p r o m i s i n g 

American m a r i n e s t o c o u n t e r N i c a r a g u a n 

" a g g r e s s i o n . " Scary s t u f f ! And none o f 

t h a t reached t h e media h e r e — C o s t a Rica? 

Where's t h a t I? 

The h i g h l i g h t o f t h e t i m e spent i n 

Costa Rica was t h e workshop I d i d w i t h 

t h e "Centro Pro H u j e r " — a s m a l l women's 

group I was a member o f w h i l e I l i v e d and 

worked i n t h e r e g i o n . The purpose o f t h e 

workshop was t o e v a l u a t e p a s t work and 

d e f i n e p r i o r i t i e s f o r t h e f u t u r e . We 

began w i t h s o c i o d r a m a , o r s m a l l p l a y s , as 

a way o f d i s c u s s i n g t h e problems t h e y saw 

f a c i n g women i n Costa Rica and p o s s i b l e 

s o l u t i o n s t o t h e p r o b l e m s — h o p i n g t h a t 

t h e d i s c u s s i o n c o u l d s e t t h e groundwork 

f o r s i t u a t i n g t h e work o f t h e C e n t r e . We 

d e a l t w i t h cases o f t h e .peasant woman, 

th e w i f e o f a f a c t o r y worker and a s i n g l e 

m o t h e r / t e a c h e r . Some o f t h e problems 

which emerged as i m p o r t a n t were v e r y 

f a m i l i a r : d e f i n i t i o n o f s e x u a l r o l e s ; 

economic dependence o f many women on 

t h e i r husbands; t h e l e g a l s i t u a t i o n ; 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n t h e w o r k p l a c e ; l a c k o f 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f women i n p o p u l a r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as t r a d e u n i o n s ; and 

one which does n o t emerge as o f t e n h e r e — 

p o v e r t y . The economic s i t u a t i o n was seen 

as l e a d i n g t o v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women, 

l a c k o f d a y c a r e , problems o f poor h e a l t h , 

h o u s i n g , w a t e r , i l l i t e r a c y . 

L i n e s o f work suggested by t h e 

sociodramas i n c l u d e d : p r e s s u r i n g t r a d e 

u n i o n s and government; o r g a n i z i n g — 

a l t e r n a t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as 

p r o d u c t i o n c o o p e r a t i v e s o r o r g a n i z i n g 

around b a s i c needs such as water 

problems; and e d u c a t i o n — w i t h an emphasis 

on c o n s c i o u s n e s s r a i s i n g among b o t h men 

and women, g i v e n t h a t i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s , 

men o f t e n can f o r b i d t h e i r w i v e s t o go t o 

meetings ! 

There a r e many o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

i n Costa R i c a w o r k i n g on women's I s s u e s . 

The C e n t r o Pro H u j e r has j u s t c o m p l e t e d a 

l i s t i n g o f these groups s h o u l d anyone be 

i n t e r e s t e d . 

Panama was i n t h e m i d s t o f e l e c t i o n s 

when we a r r i v e d . The p l a c e was 

p l a s t e r e d w i t h banners and no-one wanted 

t o t a l k about a n y t h i n g e l s e — e x c e p t t h e 

women ' s groups I was a b l e t o c o n t a c t . 

The h i g h l i g h t f o r me i n Pana ma was a 

me e t i n g o f f i v e women, o r g a n i z e d by a 

s m a l l women's p r o j e c t c a l l e d Prpmocion de  

la H u j e r ( p r o m o t i n g Women). A l l o f t h e 

women had been w o r k i n g a t t h e g r a s s r o o t s 

l e v e l , l a r g e l y w i t h poor women i n r u r a l 

a r e a s . They t a l k e d a b o u t t h e 

d i f f i c u l t i e s and l i m i t a t i o n s t h e y f a c e 

w i t h i n t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n s — t h e low 

p r i o r i t y g i v e n t o work wi t h women. They 

dreamed a l i t t l e — a b o u t s t a r t i n g t h e i r 

own o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h f u n d i n g f o r s t a f f 

and l o n g - t e r m p l a n n i n g ! I n t h e meantime, 

t h e y were i n v o l v e d i n an o n - g o i n g s h a r i n g 

of common problems and p o s s i b l e 

s o l u t i o n s — u s i n g t h e group as a s o u r c e o f 

s u p p o r t , i d e a s and o p p o r t u n i t y f o r j o i n t 

w o r k . They had, f o r example, o r g a n i z e d 



s e v e r a l workshops f o r women w o r k i n g w i t h 

women i n Panama, l o o k i n g a t t h e 

a d a p t a t i o n o f t h e r i c h p o p u l a r e d u c a t i o n 

e x p e r i e n c e i n Panama t o women's i s s u e s . 

But I ' v e saved u n t i l l a s t t h e most 

moving m e e t i n g s o f my t r i p - - t h o s e wi t h 

the S a l v a d o r e a n s and Guatemalans. A t 

p r e s e n t t h e r e a r e o n l y two Guatemalan 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s - - t h e UNAM, based i n Costa 

R i c a , and IXQUIC, which I met i n Mexico. 

The courage o f t h e peasant woman I met 

who was g o i n g back i n s i d e t o c o n t i n u e 

w o r k i n g was a c l e a r I n d i c a t i o n t o me t h a t 

o t h e r Guatemalan women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

w i l l n o t be l o n g i n the o r g a n i z i n g . 

I was a b l e t o meet w i t h a l l o f t h e 

Sa l v a d o r e a n women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

t o g e t h e r i n M e x i c o — w h i c h was a w o n d e r f u l 

o p p o r t u n i t y i n i t s e l f . Many a r e n o t 

known i n Canada and have emerged f r o m the 

s t r u g g l e o f Sa l v a d o r e a n women w i t h i n 

t h e i r own o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Each woman 

spoke m o v i n g l y o f her own h i s t o r y — o f 

1ost sons, d a u g h t e r s and h u s b a n d s — o f 

t o r t u r e and o f e x i l e . We were a l l v e r y 

moved--and t h e s h a r i n g e s t a b l i s h e d a bond 

f o r t h e d i s c u s s i o n s about t h e work ahead. 

ASMUSA ( t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f Salvadorean 

Women), CUMS ( t h e U n i t a r y Committee o f 

Salvadorean Women, AMPES ( t h e A s s o c i a t i o n 

o f P r o g r e s s i v e Women o f El S a l v a d o r ) , 

AMES ( t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f E l Salvadorean 

Women) and OMSS ( t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 

S o c i a l i s t Women) a l 1 agreed on t h e same 

p r i o r i t i e s f o r work w i t h i n t h e women's 

movement i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n s o l i d a r i t y 

w i t h t h e i r s t r u g g l e . They a r e f i g h t i n g 

t o f r e e p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , f o r non-

i n t e r v e n t i o n i n C e n t r a l America and t o 

g a i n s u p p o r t f o r t h e FDR/FMLN—the 

o p p o s i t i o n movements i n E l S a l v a d o r . 

There was a l s o agreement on t h e need t o 

f i n d f u n d i n g f o r e d u c a t i o n programs w i t h 

women—both w i t h i n t h e zones o f c o n t r o l 

i n s i d e El S a l v a d o r and w i t h r e f u g e e women 

o u t s i d e t h e c o u n t r y . 

I came back t o Canada c o n v i n c e d t h a t 

we have a l o t t o l e a r n f r o m the women's 

movement i n Centra 1 America and t h a t we 

a l s o have something t o s h a r e . There i s 

room f o r exchange and d i a l o g u e around 

i ssues o f common c o n c e r n . Women t h e r e 

were i n t e r e s t e d i n work i n Canada r e l a t e d 

t o such i s s u e s as v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women, 

c o o p e r a t i v e d a y c a r e , l e g a l q u e s t i o n s and 

many o t h e r s . Women i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a , 

comm i t t e d t o f u n d a m e n t a l change, a r e 

s t r u g g l i n g w i t h some o f t h e same 

p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s we have t o address h e r e 

as w e l l . But women i n a l l c o u n t r i e s a l s o 

s t r e s s e d t h e u r g e n t need f o r s o l i d a r i t y 

f r o m t h e women's movement i n Canada i n 

p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t U.S. i n t e r v e n t i o n i n 

C e n t r a l A m e r i c a — e s p e c i a l l y i n El 

S a l v a d o r and N i c a r a g u a . H o p e f u l l y women 

i n Canada can r e s p o n d . The r e c e n t 

f o r m a t i o n o f WISCA—Women i n S o l i d a r i t y 

w i t h C e n t r a l A m e r i c a — p r o v i d e s us w i t h a 

v e h i c l e . 

--Bev Burke 

WISCA FORMS 

D u r i n g t h e p a s t few months a s m a l l 

g r o u p o f women has been m e e t i n g t o 

d i s c u s s how women i n Canada can show our 

s o l i d a r i t y w i t h o u r s i s t e r s i n Centra 1 

America and expre s s o u r d e t e r m i n e d 

o p p o s i t i o n t o U.S. I n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e 

a r e a . I n May, we d e c i d e d t o c r e a t e a 

group c a l l e d Women i n S o l i d a r i t y w i t h 

C e n t r a l America (WISCA). Our members a r e 

women a c t i v e i n b o t h t h e women's and 

s o l i d a r i t y movements who wi sh t o 

s t r e n g t h e n t h e 1 i n k s between t h e two 

movements and t o s u p p o r t women i n C e n t r a l 

A m e r i c a , w h i l e h e l p i n g b u i l d t h e a n t i ¬

i n t e r v e n t i o n movement i n T o r o n t o and the 

r e s t o f Canada. 

Some of t h e ways we hope t o do t h i s 

a r e by: 

• e d u c a t i n g Canadian women about 

t h e s i t u a t i o n i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a , and 

s p e c i f i c a l l y o f women i n t h e r e g i o n ; 

• b r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r women w o r k i n g 

i n t h e women's, peace, and s o l i d a r i t y 

movements, i n t r a d e u n i o n s , c h u r c h e s , and 

community and i m m i g r a n t g r o u p s , around 

s p e c i f i c a c t i o n s ; 

• c r e a t i n g a l o c a l n e t w o r k o f women 

w o r k i n g I n s o l i d a r i t y w i t h C e n t r a l 

A m e r i c a , w i t h a v i e w t o e s t a b l i s h i n g a 

n a t i o n a l n e t w o r k , w h i c h m i g h t i n t h e 

f u t u r e a f f i l i a t e w i t h an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

women's c o a l i t i o n a g a i n s t U.S. 

i n t e r v e n t i o n ; and 

• s u p p o r t i n g women
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 s p r o j e c t s , 

programs, and o r g a n i z a t i o n s I n C e n t r a l 

A merica. 

R i g h t now t h e group i s w o r k i n g on 

c o l l e c t i n g r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s about t h e 

s i t u a t i o n o f women i n C e n t r a l America i n 

o r d e r t o deepen our own u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 

t h e i s s u e s and t o p r e p a r e o u r s e l v e s f o r 

e d u c a t i o n a l work o v e r t h e coming y e a r . 

We hope t o work w i t h o t h e r groups on 

d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f campaigns and a c t i o n s , 

t o sponsor f r i e n d s h i p and s o l i d a r i t y 

t o u r s , and t o s u p p o r t t h e s o l i d a r i t y 

a c t i o n s o f o t h e r g r o u p s . 

W i t h Reagan's r e - e l e c t i o n a d r e a d f u l 

p r o b a b i l i t y ( i f n o t a c e r t a i n t y ) w h ich 

would be i n t e r p r e t e d by him as a mandate 

f o r i n v a s i o n , a n t i - i n t e r v e n t i o n work 

a c q u i r e s an enhanced u r g e n c y . WISCA 

needs : n e t w o r k i n g c o n t a c t s , r e s o u r c e 

m a t e r i a l s o r b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , money, 

womanpower, and c r e a t i v e i d e a s about how 

we can go about o ur t a s k s . I f you want 

t o c o n t r i b u t e , c o n t a c t C h r i s M i l l s or 

Lynda Yanz a t 532-8584 o r 961-8638. 

W r i t e WISCA a t 386 B l o o r S t r e e t West. 

T o r o n t o , M5S 1X4. 

FRIENDS OF AMES i s a T o r o n t o g r o u p which 

i s w o r k i n g i n s u p p o r t o f t h e E l S a l v a d o r 

Women's A s s o c i a t i o n (AMES), as p a r t o f a 

c o n t i n e n t - w i d e n e t w o r k o f such g r o u p s . I t 

works t o s u p p o r t t h e programs o f t h e 

Sal v a d o r a n o r g a n i z a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 

o p e r a t i o n o f day c a r e c e n t r e s i n 

c o n t r o 1 l e d a r e a s o f t h e c o u n t r y and f o r 

Sal v a d o r a n r e f u g e e c h i l d r e n i n Managua. 

A c h i l d r e n ' s s l i d e show i s b e i n g p r e p a r e d 

as p a r t o f t h e c h i l d r e n t o c h i l d r e n 

campaign be i n g sponsored I n Canada and 

th e U.S.; a n o t h e r s l i d e show w i l l 

be produced f o r a d u l t s , and t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r t w i n n i n g day c a r e 

c e n t r e s a r e a l s o b e i n g e x p l o r e d . 

F r i e n d s o f AMES a l s o p r o v i d e s 

i n f o r m a t i o n about women p o l i t i c a l 

p r i soners i n EI S a l v a d o r and o r g a n i z e s 

campaigns around p a r t i c u l a r c a s e s . such 

as t h a t o f C l a u d i a C a l d e r o n . The group 

i s a b l e t o o f f e r a l i t e r a t u r e t a b l e f o r 

l o c a l e v e n t s . I f your group i s p l a n n i n g 

an event you can a r r a n g e t o have a 

F r i e n d s o f AMES l i t e r a t u r e t a b l e t h e r e by 

c a l l i n g A x e l l e (783-5146) o r G i n i ( 5 3 1 ¬

3912) i n t h e e v e n i n g s o r on t h e weekend; 

or w r i t e t o : F r i e n d s o f AMES, P.O. Box 

3 4 1 , S t a t i o n Z, T o r o n t o O n t a r i o , M3N 

2Z6. 

GLADYZ DIAZ IN TORONTO 

and d e n i e d t h e i r l e g i t i m a c y , c l a i m i n g 

(Gladys Diaz i s a member of t h e C e n t r a l t h a t t h e s t r u g g l e f o r a s o c i a l i s t 

Committee o f t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y L e f t Move- r e v o l u t i o n must t a k e p r i o r i t y . T h i s i s a 

ment (MIR) i n C h i l e ) s t r a t e g i c e r r o r , a c c o r d i n g t o D i a z . 

W i n n i n g a s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n and 

On J u l y 24 Gladys D i a z , a C h i l e a n b u i l d i n g a s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y do n o t by 

p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r now l i v i n g i n N i c a r a g u a , and i n themselves s e c u r e t h e f u l l 

p r e s e n t e d h e r r e f l e c t i o n s on women's l i b e r a t i o n and e q u a l i t y o f women, 

p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s F u r t h e r m o r e , a movement t h a t f a i l s t o 

around t h e w o r l d , and i n v i t e d her r e c o g n i z e t h e f u l l p o t e n t i a l o f women i s 

l i s t e n e r s , o v e r 100 L a t i n American and u n a b l e t o m o b i l i z e t h e f u l l r e s o u r c e s o f 

Canadian women and men, t o j o i n i n a t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s i n i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

d i a l o g u e a b o u t , i n her words, "one of s t r u g g l e s , 

t h e most u r g e n t and c r i t i c a l i s s u e s o f 

our t i m e . " Diaz c i t e d " t h a t d a r k c h a p t e r o f 

C h i l e a n h i s t o r y , " t h e m o b i l i z a t i o n o f 

S o c i a l i s t s , she s a i d , have t o o o f t e n thousands o f women, from t h e p o p u l a r 

i g n o r e d women's s t r u g g l e s f o r e q u a l i t y s e c t o r s as w e l l as f r o m t h e m i d d l e c l a s s , 



i n p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t t h e government o f 

P r e s i d e n t o f S a l v a d o r A l l e n d e i n i t s 

f i n a l months, as a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e 

danger o f i g n o r i n g women's concerns and 

f a i l i n g t o m o b i l i z e them i n s u p p o r t o f 

t h e i r l i b e r a t i o n : t h e y can be man i p u l a ­

t e d as a c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e . 

She sees an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t p i c t u r e i n 

Chi l e t o d a y , where women a r e p l a y i n g 

l e a d i n g r o i es i n t h e r e s i s t a n c e and 

o p p o s i t i o n movements a g a i n s t General 

P i n o c h e t . 

The s t r u g g l e must a l s o go on i n s i d e 

t h e home and f ami l y as wel 1 as on t h e 

s t r e e t s , D i a z added. C a p i t a l l s m and 

i m p e r i a l i s m c r e a t e b i g k i n g s — p o l i t i c a l 

d i c t a t o r s - - a n d l i t t l e kings--husbands and 

f a t h e r s and sons. 

Women must demand t h a t everyone i n 

th e f a m i l y p a r t i c i p a t e i n household 

t a s k s . They must demand t h e r i g h t t o go 

ou t t o p o l i t i c a l m e e t i n g s . They must 

overcome t h e i r t i m i d i t y and v o l u n t e e r f o r 

l e a d e r s h i p t a s k s i n s t e a d o f s e r v i n g t h e i r 

" p o l i t i c a l " husbands and p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 

p o l i t i c s o n l y by making empanadas f o r the 

ne x t pena. They l e a r n t o do t h i s b e s t , 

Diaz s a i d , i n t h e company o f o t h e r women. 

I n women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h e y a r e spared 

t h e r i d i c u l e o f t h e men and t h e i r 

p a t r o n i z i n g j o k e s , and the y can p r a c t i s e 

s k i l 1 s such as s p e a k i n g out and 

o r g a n i z i n g e v e n t s , and thus g a i n 

c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e m s e l v e s . 

Hen have t o c o n f r o n t t h e i r a t t i t u d e s 

and be p r e p a r e d t o r e l i n q u i s h t h e 

p r i v i l e g e s w h ich a macho s o c i e t y 

c o n f e r s on them. C o n f r o n t i n g d i s t u r b i n g 

t r u t h s a b o u t o u r s e l v e s i s an i m p o r t a n t 

s t e p i n our 1 i b e r a t i o n p r o c e s s . 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o t h e F r e n t e Feminio f o r 

i n v i t i n g Companera Diaz t o speak t o t h i s 

i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . The f a c t t h a t a 

p o l i t l c a l l e a d e r o f D i a z
1

 s s t a t u r e 

d e v o t e d h e r o n l y p u b l i c l e c t u r e i n 

T o r o n t o t o t h i s s u b j e c t i s an i m p o r t a n t 

p o l i t i c a l s t a t e m e n t i n i t s e l f . 

— M a r y B i r d 

Edi t o r i a l C o l l e c t i v e ' s p o s t - s c r i p t : a 

l i t t l e b i r d t o l d us t h a t a f t e r Cra. Diaz" 

OPPOSE COURT MARTIALS 

OF CIVILIANS IN CHILE 

As p a r t o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l campaign 

a g a i n s t t h e C h i l e a n government's use o f 

m i l i t a r y t r i b u n a l s t o t r y c i v i l i a n s i n 

ti m e o f peace, t h e C h i l e O n t a r i o 

I n f o r m a t i o n C entre i s c a l 1 i n g on t h e 

s o l i d a r i t y o f Canadians t o oppose t h i s 

c o n t i n u e d v i o l a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w . 

In 1980, t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p h e l d a 

f r a u d u l e n t p l e b i s c i t e w h ich approved a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n l e g a l i z i n g t h e regime w i t h i n 

a j u d i c i a l f ramework. I n Harch o f t h i s 

y e a r t h e Supreme C o u r t r u l e d t h a t t h e use 

of c o u r t m a r t i a l s f o r c i v i l i a n s charged 

w i t h p o l i t i c a l c r i m e s i n t i m e o f peace i s 

" c o n s t i t u t i o n a l " , t h u s d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e 

u s e f u l n e s s o f a c l o s e d system t o a 

government w h i c h has no r e s p e c t f o r 

j u r i s p r u d e n c e , much l e s s j u s t i c e . 

A t l e a s t t e n Chi l e a n c i v i 1 i a n s a r e 

now f a c i n g c o u r t m a r t i a l . S o l i d a r i t y 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s around t h e w o r l d a r e 

s e n d i n g l a w y e r s t o a t t e n d t h e p r o c e e d i n g s 

i n an a t t e m p t t o p r o v i d e a minimum 

s a f e g u a r d f o r t h e p r i s o n e r s ' human 

r i g h t s , and t h e C h i l e O n t a r i o I n f o r m a t i o n 

C entre i s r a i s i n g money t o 

send Barbara Jackman, a T o r o n t o 

l a w y e r , i n September. F i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t 

f o r t h i s i m p o r t a n t s o l i d a r i t y g e s t u r e may 

be s e n t t o : C h i l e O n t a r i o I n f o r m a t i o n 

C e n t r e , P.O. Box 308, S t a t i o n L, T o r o n t o . 

Cables and l e t t e r s o f p r o t e s t s h o u l d be 

addressed t o S r . R a f a e l Retamal, Supreme 

C o u r t , P l a z a H o n t t V a r a s , S a n t i a g o , C h i l e 

and t o t h e M i n i s t e r o f E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s 

i n Ottawa (whoever t h a t may be by t h e 

t i m e t h i s i s p u b l i s h e d ) . Other addresses 

and t h e names o f t h e p r i s o n e r s i n v o l v e d 

a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e C h i l e O n t a r i o 

I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t r e , a t t h e same a d d r e s s . 

speech a man r a i s e d h i s hand and, i n 

e f f e c t , asked when she was g o i n g t o t a l k 

a bout p o l i t i c s ! 

WOMEN POLITICAL PRISONERS IN CHILE 
A CALL FOR HELP 

The Women's Committee f o r S o l i d a r i t y w i t h 

t h e Peoole o f C h i l e i s a erouo o f C h i l e a n 

«omen which has worked f o r t h e past 

s e v e r a l y e a r s i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a 

wide range o f f u n d r a i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s 

i e s i g n e d t o m o r a l l y and m a t e r i a l l y h e l p 

the v a s t number o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s w o r k i n g 

tfithin C h i l e i n a s s i s t i n g the 

disp o s s e s s e d and t h e v i c t i m s o f 

re p r e s s i o n . One o f these i s an ongoing 

program t o s u p p o r t women p o l i t i c a l 

p r i s o n e r s t h r o u g h sponsors who m a i n t a i n 

correspondence and p r o v i d e some f i n a n c i a l 

r e l i e f . Host r e c e n t i s a S c h o l a r s h i p 

Program which c u r r e n t l y p r o v i d e s a i d t o 

f o u r school-age c h i l d r e n o f p o l i t i c a l 

p r i s o n e r s who a r e i n j a i l , have 

d i s a p p e a r e d , o r were a s s a s s i n a t e d i n t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e P i n o c h e t r e g i m e . 

Women c o n s t i t u t e a p p r o x i m a t e l y one 

t h i r d o f some 500 acknowledged p o l i t i c a l 

p r i s o n e r s i n C h i l e t o d a y . Most have been 

t r i e d by c o u r t m a r t i a l and g i v e n 

e x t r e m e l y h a r s h s e n t e n c e s — u p t o 25 

y e a r s - - a l t h o u g h i n most cases t h e i r 

a l l e g e d c r i m e s i n v o l v e t h e s i m p l e 

e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t t o d i s s e n t and are 

al m o s t i n v a r i a b l y based on trumped-up 

charges where no e v i d e n c e i s p r e s e n t e d . 

Termed "dangerous t e r r o r i s t s " by the 

re g i m e , p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s have been 

s c a t t e r e d i n i s o l a t e d and overcrowded 

p r i s o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e l e n g t h o f C h i l e . 

Not o n l y have these women been 

a r b i t r a r i l y d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r freedom, 

b u t t h e y a l s o s u f f e r c o l d , l o n e l i n e s s , 

i s o l a t i o n , h u n g e r , i l i n e s s , and 

d e g r a d a t i o n a t t h e hands o f t h e i r 

c a p t o r s . R e l a t i v e s and l a w y e r s are 

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y i n t i m i d a t e d , and v i s i t i n g 

r i g h t s f r e q u e n t l y suspended w i t h o u t 

r e a s o n . No p r i s o n e r i s a l l o w e d v i s i t s by 

o u t s i d e p h y s i c i a n s , n o r i s t h e r e d e n t a l 

c a r e o f any k i n d . The extreme l i v i n g 

c o n d i t i o n s o f most C h i l e a n p o l i t i c a l 

p r i s o n e r s have been denounced e v e r y year 

s i n c e 1973 by t h e U.N. Human R i g h t s 

Commission and i t s S p e c i a l . R a p p o r t e u r on 

Chi l e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , C h i l e a n a u t h o r i t i e s 

have j u s t as s y s t e m a t i c a l l y d i s m i s s e d 

t h e s e f i n d i n g s and c o n t i n u e t o do n o t h i n g 

t o a l l e v i a t e t h e p l i g h t o f t h e s e 
p r i s o n e r s o f c o n s c i e n c e . 

The Women s Committee i s l a u n c h i n g a 

campaign t o f i n d sponsors f o r women 

p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s i n C h i l e . Each 

s p o n s o r i n g g r o u p o r i n d i v i d u a l i s asked 

t o " adopt" one or more p r i s o n e r s , w hich 

e n t a i l s p r o v i d i n g m o ral s u p p o r t t h r o u g h 

correspondence as w e l l as f i n a n c i a l h e l p , 

however modest, t o these women, most o f 

whom have unemployed o r i m p r i s o n e d 

spouses and c h i l d r e n t o s u p p o r t . 

The f o l l o w i n g case i l l u s t r a t e s t h e i r 

p i i g h t : M a r i s o l Moyano, a 29-year o l d 

p r i m a r y s c h o o l t e a c h e r , was i m p r i s o n e d i n 

A p r i l 1981. A f t e r u n d e r g o i n g t o r t u r e she 

was t r i e d by a c o u r t m a r t i a l and 

sentenced t o e l e v e n and a h a l f y e a r s , 

w i t h o u t a p p e a l . The charges : " c a r r y i n g 

a f a l s e I.D. c a r d " and " a t t e m p t i n g 

a g a i n s t t h e s t a b i l i t y o f t h e government." 

D e s p i t e r e p e a t e d a p p e a l s by her l a w y e r , 

her case has n o t been r e v i e w e d i n t h r e e 

y e a r s , nor i s i t l i k e l y t o be i n t h e 

f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o 

p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e regime c o n s i d e r s t h e 

c o u n t r y t o be i n a S t a t e o f I n t e r n a l War, 

and p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s a r e t h e r e f o r e 

h ostage POW's whom i t w i l l n o t r e a d i l y 

r e l e a s e . The j u d i c i a r y has become a 

shameful rubber-stamp f o r t h e J u n t a ; 

human r i g h t s and w r i t s o f Habeas Corpus 

a r e r o u t i n e l y d i s m i s s e d , and j u r i s d i c t i o n 

o v e r c i v i l i a n s f r e q u e n t l y handed o v e r t o 

m i l i t a r y c o u r t s w i t h o u t a murmur. 

M a r i s o l and s e v e r a l hundred o t h e r 

women p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s need f i n a n c i a l 

h e l p t o buy f o o d , m e d i c a t i o n , p e r s o n a l 

h y g i e n e i t e m s , c l o t h i n g and h e a t i n g f u e l , 

which no p r i s o n p r o v i d e s . Your d o n a t i o n 

w i l l a l s o h e l p d e f r a y t r a v e l expenses f o r 

t h e few c l o s e r e l a t i v e s a u t h o r i z e d t o 

v i s i t , some o f them c r o s s i n g thousands o f 

k i l o m e t r e s t o reach i s o l a t e d p r i s o n s . 

For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c a l l I r i s 

Mason (588-1629) o r H i t z i Concha (759¬

4 3 8 3 ) . The Committee w i l l p r o v i d e 

t r a n s l a t i o n i f you w i s h t o w r i t e t o a 

p r i s o n e r . 



/ 
SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN 

The A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l Congress, t h e 

broad d e m o c r a t i c movement and t h e 

people o f South A f r i c a as a whole 

w i l l be o b s e r v i n g 1984 as t h e Year 

o f Women. We s h a l l do t h i s t o pay 

t r i b u t e t o t h e e m b a t t l e d b u t 

s t r u g g l i n g womenfolk o f our c o u n t r y 

and t o honour t h e i r h i s t o r i c 

a c h i e v e m e n t s , such as t h e f o u n d i n g 

o f t h e South A f r i c a n Women's 

F e d e r a t i o n on A p r i l 17, 1954. We 

have t h u s d e d i c a t e d t h e coming year 

as c o n f i r m a t i o n o f t h e r e s o l v e o f 

th e South A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l 

L i b e r a t i o n Movement t o see t h e women 

of our l a n d p l a y t h e i r r i g h t f u l r o l e 

i n the f o r e f r o n t o f t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 

th e des t rue t i o n o f t h e system o f 

a p a r t h e i d and t h e c r e a t i o n o f a 

p e a c e f u l , d e m o c r a t i c , n o n - r a c i a l 

South A f r i c a . 

—ANC P r e s i d e n t , O l i v e r Tambo 

I n s u p p o r t and s o l i d a r i t y wi t h the women 

of South A f r i c a and Namibia and i n 

c e l e b r a t i o n o f the Year o f Women, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from a number o f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e p l a n n i n g a co n f e r e n c e 

a t OISE, 252 B l o o r S t r e e t West, T o r o n t o , 

on November 16 and 17. The o b j e c t i v e s o f 

th e c o n f e r e n c e a r e : 

• t o g e n e r a t e c o n c r e t e forms o f 

s u p p o r t I n Canada f o r t h e s t r u g g l e s o f 

women i n South A f r i c a and Namibia ; 

• t o s t i m u l a t e campaigns around 

i s s u e s a f f e c t i n g women i n South A f r i c a 

and Namibia; 

• t o promote s o l i d a r i t y amongst 

women's groups i n Canada wi t h women 

s t r u g g l i n g f o r l i b e r a t i o n i n South A f r i c a 

and Namibia; 

• t o i n v o l v e s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t groups 

a c t i v e i n Canada (a r o u n d f o r example 

1 i t e r a c y , e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h ) wi t h t h e 

1 i b e r a t i o n movement o f t h e A f r i c a n 

N a t i o n a l Congress and t h e South West 

A f r i c a People's O r g a n i z a t i o n (SWAPO). 

O r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e i n v i t e d t o endorse 

th e c o n f e r e n c e by w r i t i n g t o t h e 

Conference P l a n n i n g Committee a t P.O. Box 

1180, S t a t i o n F, T o r o n t o O n t a r i o M4Y 2T8. 

FILL THE BOAT 
SUPPORT AHNLAE 

C o a l i t i o n s i n c i t i e s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y 

are p r e p a r i n g t o f i l l a b o a t w i t h 

m a t e r i a l a i d f o r t h e people o f Nicaragua 

which w i l l s a i l f r o m Vancouver i n 

December. 

L a s t year IWDC and t h e n e w s l e t t e r 

c o o r d i n a t e d the c o l l e c t i o n o f m a t e r i a l s 

f o r AMNLAE, t h e a s s o c i a t i o n o f Nica r a g u a n 

women. As y e t we do n ' t have d e t a i l s f r o m 

AMNLAE about what t h e y need most 

u r g e n t l y , b u t we assume t h e l i s t w i l l 

l o o k s i m i l a r t o l a s t y e a r ' s : o f f i c e 

s u p p l i e s and o f f i c e f u r n i t u r e , 

t y p e w r i t e r s , tape r e c o r d e r s , p a p e r , 

sewing machines and c l o t h ( f o r sewing 

c o o p e r a t i v e s ) , k i t c h e n equipment and t o y s 

( f o r daycare c e n t r e s ) and medica1 

equ ipment. 

Do you have access t o s u p p l i e s and 

equipment a r e t h a t n o t b e i n g used? 

Would your g r o u p , l o c a l o r o f f i c e be 

w i l l i n g t o make a d o n a t i o n t o 

AMNLAE t h r o u g h t h e Boat P r o j e c t ? Please 

c o n t a c t Women i n S o l i d a r i t y w i t h C e n t r a l 

America (WISCA) f o r more d e t a i l s : 9 61¬

8638 o r 532-8584. 

International Notes 

GABRIELA: AN ADVANCE 
FOR THE FILIPINO WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

On March 10 and 1 1 , 1984, a m u l t i -

s e c t o r a l c o n v e n t i o n o f F i l i p i n o women was 

h e l d i n M a n i l a ; 500 women a t t e n d e d the 

General Assembly B i n d i n g Women f o r 

Reform, I n t e g r i t y , E q u a l i t y , L e a d e r s h i p 

and A c t i o n , o r GABRIELA; t h e acronym was 

c r e a t e d t o honour M a r i a J o s e f a G a b r i e l a 

Si l a n g , who l e d an army o f 2000 r e b e l s 

a g a i n s t 6000 Spanish i n 1763 and was 

su b s e q u e n t l y e x e c u t e d . 

The o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e g a t h e r i n g , 

which was t h e h i g h p o i n t o f a ten-day 

c e l e b r a t l o n o f IWD, were f o u r f o l d : t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e Decade c e l e b r a t i o n o f 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year; t o a r t i c u l a t e 

i s s u e s a f f e c t i n g t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f women 

i n g e n e r a l and o f t h e F i l i p i n o woman i n 

p a r t i c u l a r ; t o draw t h e F i l i p i n o woman 

i n t o t h e ma i n s t r e a m o f n a t i o n a l 1 i f e and 

a r t i c u l a t e h e r p e r c e p t i o n o f her r o l e i n 

the p r e s e n t s t r u g g l e i n P h i l i p p i n e 

s o c i e t y ; and t o j o i n f o r c e s among women 

themselves and w i t h t h e r e s t o f the 

n a t i o n i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r f reedom and 

genuine democracy. 

Ten workshops addressed such i s s u e s 

as : t h e h i s t o r y o f women's o p p r e s s i o n ; 

n a t i o n a l i s s u e s ; c o n c e p t s o f t h e women's 

H b e r a t I o n movement ; t h e problems o f 

t r i b a l m i n o r i t i e s ; a p p r o p r i a t e t e c h ­

n o l o g y ; p r o s t i t u t i o n and pornography; and 

l e g a l r i g h t s a f f e c t i n g women. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s r e s o l v e d t o u n d e r t a k e a wide 

range o f a c t i v i t i e s t h r o u g h GABRIELA as a 

movement, under t h e broad c a t e g o r i e s o f 

r e s e a r c h , e d u c a t i o n , o r g a n i z a t i o n and 

m o b i 1 i z a t i o n . The es t a b 1 i s h m e n t o f t h e 

GABRIELA c o a l i t i o n i s an i m p o r t a n t s t e p 

i n t h e pr o c e s s o f c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e 

o r g a n i z e d s t r e n g t h o f F i l i p i n o women f o r 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n f o r t h e i r own 

e m a n c i p a t i o n and t h e l i b e r a t i o n o f t h e 

F i l i p i n o n a t i o n . 

— A d a p t e d f r o m t h e GABRIELA 

Assembly Proceedings 

MORE ON THE P0LYTEX STRIKE 

Women worke r s a t P o l y t e x Garments L t d . i n 

S r i Lanka a r e s t i l l h o l d i n g on t h e i r 

demands. A m e e t i n g w i t h management i n 

th e Labour O f f i c e i n March was 

f r u i t l e s s . Management's p o s i t i o n was 

c l e a r and s i m p l e : t h e y wanted n o t h i n g 

l e s s t h a n " t o t a l s u r r e n d e r " f r o m t h e 

women. P o l i c e have r e p e a t e d l y r e f u s e d 

p e r m i s s i o n f o r t h e wo r k e r s t o h o l d 

s o l i d a r i t y m e e t i n g s , b u t a t one m e e t i n g 

which d i d manage t o happen, a p e t i t i o n o f 

su p p o r t s i g n e d by 14,000 p e o p l e was 

pr e s e n t e d . Women
 1

 s organ i z a t i o n s have 

i n i t i a t e d t h e s e n d i n g o f l e t t e r s o f 

p r o t e s t t o t h e Managing Di r e c t o r o f 

P o l y t e x , and t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a F l a g 

Day t o p u b l i c i z e t h e s t r i k e and i t s 

demands. I t was a l s o p u b l i c i z e d a t May 

Day r a l l i e s and c e l e b r a t i o n s . 

Please w r i t e l e t t e r s o r c a b l e s o f 

su p p o r t f o r t h e P o l y t e x w o r k e r s t o t h e 

M i n i s t e r of Labour, Labour S e c r e t a r i a t , 

Colombo 05, S r i Lanka. ( O t h e r addresses 

can be f o u n d i n t h e May i s s u e o f t h e 

n e w s l e t t e r ) . F i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t i s a l s o 

u r g e n t l y needed; c o n t r i b u t i o n s may be 

sent t o t h e I n d u s t r i a l T r a n s p o r t and 

General Workers U n i o n , A/C 894T, Bank o f 

Ceylo n , Lake House Branch, S r i Lanka. 

— a d a p t e d f r o m t h e A s i a n 

Women Workers N e w s l e t t e r 



NEW BOOKS NEW BOOKS NEW BOOKS NEW BOOKS 

NEW BOOKS NEW BOOKS NEW 
**************************************** 
**************************************** 

TALES I TELL MY MOTHER: A COLLECTION OF 

FEMINIST SHORT STORIES 

by Zoe F a i r b a i r n s , Sarah M a i t l a n d , 

V a l e r i e M i n e r , M i c h e l l e R o b e r t s and 

Mi c h e l e n e Wandor. $16.75 ( h a r d c o v e r ) 

GREENHAM COMMON : WOMEN AT THE WIRE 

Barbara H a r f o r d and Sarah H o p k i n s , eds. 

$10.50 

THE BURNTON WID0WS--a v e r y amusing 

l e s b i a n m y s t e r y by V i c k i M c C o n n e l l . 

Naid P r e s s . $10.50 

YOURS IN STRUGGLE: THREE FEMINIST 

PERSPECTIVES AGAINST RACISM AND ANTI-

SEMITISM 

E l l y B u l k i n , M i n n i e Bruce P r a t t and 

Barbara S m i t h . 

GATHERING GROUND: NEW WRITING & ART BY 

NORTHWEST WOMEN OF COLOUR 

Jo Cochran, J.T. Stewa r t & Mayumi 

Tsutakawa. $9.25 

WOMEN AND REVOLUTION IN VIETNAM 

A r l e n e E i s e n . $14.95 

DIANE ARBUT: A BIOGRAPHY 

P a t r i e i a B o s w o r t h . $24.50 ( h a r d c o v e r ) 

DARING TO DREAM : UTOPIAN STORIES BY 

UNITED STATES WOMEN-1836-1919 

C a r o l F a r l e y K e s s l e r . $12.50 

Reviews 

A FEMINIST APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT 

A p r o f e s s i o n a l development workshop f o r 

n u t r i t i o n i s t s i s h a r d l y t h e p l a c e one 

e x p e c t s t o hear f e m i n i s t a n a l y s i s , so I 

was s u r p r i s e d t o f i n d t h a t t h e ke y n o t e 

speaker a t t h e workshop ( h e l d a t Ryerson 

on June 30, j u s t p r i o r t o t h e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress o f D i e t e t i c s ) was 

to be Barbara Rogers, B r i t i s h a u t h o r o f 

The D o m e s t i c a t i o n o f Women and 52S>1 
G e t t i n g Women's Power i n t o P o l i t i c s . 

The theme o f t h e address was women's 

work i n p r o d u c i n g f o o d : t h e need f o r an 

economic a p p r o a c h , " n o t " , she s a i d , 

"because economics has p l a y e d a p a r t i ­

c u l a r l y v a l u a b l e r o l e i n e x p l a i n i n g t h e 

problems o f f o o d , s t i l l l e s s i n t h e s t u d y 

o f how human b e i n g s 1 i v e and work, b u t 

s i m p l y because o f t h e v i c e - l i k e g r i p 

w h ich t h i s s u b j e c t has a c q u i r e d on 

"development." Rogers d e s c r i b e d how 

eco n o m i s t s w o r k i n g i n development have 

b u i l t t h e i r ways o f s e e i n g and measuring 

t h i n g s i n such a way as t o i g n o r e or 

dev a l u e t h e work o f h a l f t h e p o p u l a t i o n : 

wome The s u b s i s t e n c e economy i n T h i r d 

W orld c o u n t r i e s depends p r i m a r i l y on 

women's l a b o u r and i s t h e r e f o r e n o t 

c o n s i d e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t by development 

p l a n n e r s and p o l i c y - m a k e r s , whereas I n 

f a c t i t i s c r u c i a l t o t h e c u r r e n t c r i s i s 

o f f o o d p r o d u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n . She 

a l s o d e a l t w i t h how t h e i m p o s i t i o n o f 

western-based c o n c e p t s o f l a n d t e n u r e 

( i . e . l a n d i s owned by i n d i v i d u a l men as 

a b s o l u t e p r o p e r t y ; t h e r e i s no such t h i n g 

as t h e r i g h t o f u s u f r u c t — r i g h t t o 

produce by v i r t u e o f h a v i n g l a b o u r e d on 

th e l a n d ) has endangered t h e whole 

s u b s i s t e n c e s ystem. 

Rogers t h e n d e v e l o p e d a method o f 

q u a n t i f y i n g t h e energy i n v e s t m e n t and 

e x p e n d i t u r e o f women i n t h e pr o c e s s o f 

f o o d p r o d u c t i o n , i n an a t t e m p t t o c a t c h 

e c o n o m i s t s by t h e ear and t e l 1 them, 

"Look, women
1

 s 1 i v e s and h e a l t h do have 

v a l u e , even i n you r t e r m s , i f you w i l l 

o n l y pay a t t e n t i o n . " Since economists 

have always d e a l t o n l y w i t h t h e cash 

economy and t a k e n t h e s u b s i s t e n c e economy 

f o r g r a n t e d , t h e l a t t e r f a c e s c o l l a p s e i n 

many a r e a s , w i t h t h e r e s u l t i n g s c a r c i t y 

o f n a t i o n a l f o o d s u p p l i e s , m a l n u t r i t i o n 

and i n c r e a s e d m o r t a l i t y r a t e s , as w e l l as 

i n c r e a s e d dependency on t h e b i g fo o d 

e x p o r t e r s , t h e most i m p o r t a n t by f a r 

b e i n g t h e U.S. She d e s c r i b e d a s e r i e s o f 

s t e p s which would h e l p c o n f r o n t t h e t h i s 

c r i s i s i n f o o d p r o d u c t i o n , most o f them 

h a r d p o l i t i c a l c h o i c e s t o do w i t h l a n d 

r e f o r m , d é c e n t r a i i z a t i o n and p o l i c y 

makers and t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r development 

p l a n n e r s t o c o m p l e t e l y t u r n around t h e i r 

system o f p r i o r i t i e s and d i r e c t t h e i r 

i n t e r v e n t i o n a t "th o s e who a r e most t i e d 

t o s u b s i s t e n c e and most d e s p e r a t e ] y 

s t r u g g l i n g t o keep i t g o i n g . . . Unless 

th e p o l i c y i s women and c h i l d r e n f i r s t , 

t h e community as a whole w i l l n o t 

b e n e f i t , nor w i 1 1 t h e s u b s i s t e n c e 

economy, and u l t i m a t e l y i t i s t h e 

n a t i o n a l economy t h a t w i l l i n d i c a t e t o 

th e h i g h - l e v e l p l a n n e r s t h a t , once a g a i n , 

t h e y have a w e l l - m e a n t p o l i c y t h a t does 

not work." 

I r e a l i z e t h a t t h i s a r t i c l e has been 

a s o r t o f summary and n o t a t a l l a 

c r i t i c a l ana l y s i s ; i t ' s n o t t h a t I found 

n o t h i n g t o d i s a g r e e w i t h , o r t h a t i t was 

c r y s t a l - c l e a r t o me a t a l l t i m e s . But i t 

was so r e f r e s h i n g t o hear a f e m i n i s t 

a n a l y s i s o f t h e v a l u e o f women ' s work 

which r e a l l y d i d d e a l i n t h e " c o n c r e t e " 

and n o t t h e " t h e r e t i c a l " - - a f t e r a l l , 

t h a t ' s supposed t o be our s t r e n g t h and 

i t ' s s t i l l m i g h t y h a r d t o come by. I 

i m m e d i a t e l y went o u t and bought h er book, 

The _ D o m e s t i c a t i o n o f Women: D i s c r i ­

m i n a t i o n i n D e v e l o p i n g S o c i e t i e s , which I 

t h i n k s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d r e a d i n g f o r 

anyone i n v o l v e d i n any way w i t h 

d evelopment. 

Rogers' more r e c e n t book, 52%: 

G e t t i n g Women's Power I n t o P o l i t i c s , I s 

about women o r g a n i z i n g f o r p o l i t i c a l 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s i n B r i t a i n ; a l t h o u g h t h e 

examples she c i t e s a r e q u i t e s p e c i f i c t o 

th e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e U.K., she i n c l u d e s 

r a t h e r s u c c i n c t o v e r v i e w s o f many o f the 

is s u e s f e m i n i s t s a r e d i s c u s s i n g , f r o m 

pornography t o e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s , as 

w e l l as p r a c t i c a l s u g g e s t i o n s about how 

t o make "women's" i s s u e s everyone's 

i s s u e s . — C h r i s t i n a M i l l s 

WOMEN WHO DO AND WOMEN WHO DON'T 
JOIN THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 
E d i t e d by Robyn Rowland 

A v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e Women's B o o k s t o r e 

T h i s book promises t o be v e r y 

i n t e r e s t i n g : t h e d e s c r i p t i o n s u g g e s t s I t 

w i l l l o o k a t why so many women, n o t o n l y 

a r e n o t f e m i n i s t s , b u t i n f a c t o r g a n i z e 

a g a i n s t t h e women's movement. I t aims t o 

ac h i e v e t h i s by c o l l e c t i n g s u b m i s s i o n s 

f r o m a v a r i e t y o f women and u s i n g them as 

th e main p a r t o f t h e book. Rowland 

p r o v i d e s some a n a l y s i s and background 

i n f o r m a t i o n a t t h e b e g i n n i n g and end o f 

the book. I t i s an i n t e r v i e w / t e s t i m o n i a l 

t y p e o f book, e x c e p t t h a t i t was 

conducted t h r o u g h c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , t h u s 

t h e t e s t i m o n i a l s l a c k somewhat i n 

s p o n t a n e i t y . N o n e t h e l e s s , t h i s i s by f a r 

th e most i n t e r e s t i n g and c o m p e l l i n g p a r t 

o f t he book. The s e l e c t i o n i s m a i n l y 

f r o m A u s t r a l i a , though t h e r e i s a 

s p a t t e r i n g o f e n t r i e s f r o m E n g l a n d , t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s and Canada; d e f i n i t e l y 

1 i m i t e d t o the E n g l i s h - s p e a k I n g Western 

w o r l d . 

There a r e some i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s 

t h a t c o u l d have been drawn from t h e 

e n t r i e s r e c e i v e d , y e t I was v e r y 

d i s a p p o i n t e d t o d i s c o v e r v e r y l i t t l e 



substantial analysis by Rowland. Host 
glaring i s a lack of c l a s s analysis and 
an analysis of racism, even though the 
entries suggest there i s a very real 
issue of race dividing Australian women. 
The majority of the respondents were 
middle-class, something which I think 
should affect one's analysis of their 
responses. For example, of the only s i x 
working-class women who responded, two 
were anti-feminist, one on the basis of 
racism within the movement, and the 
other, an ex-communist, on the basis of 
having gone back to the R.C. fa i t h and 
becoming p r o - l i f e . 

Of the remaining four working-class 
women who support the movement, three are 
radical feminists, and two of these are 
lesbians. They are the only two lesbians 
in the whole book. Of the eighteen women 

who are from middle-class backgrounds, 
eight are anti - f e m i n i s t s . These women 
are well-off, white women who can afford 
to stay home to take care of their kids 
and cater to their husbands. Not 
surprisingly, they argue for this as the 
ideal situation for women, they are God­
fearing and pro-1 i f e. In the light of 
t h i s , i t i s hard to stomach Rowland

1

 s 
analysis about women needing to learn to 
reach each other better. Frankly, 1 
don't care to worry about these anti-
feminists. I t i s not in most women's 
interests to unite with these women. 

Far more interesting i s what i s 
contained within the fourteen entries 
that support the women's movement, and 
those that do not support i t on the basis 
of racism. Many who supported the 
movement also had serious reservations. 
One concern comes from left-wing women 
and women who were p o l i t i c a l l y active 
before the so-called "second wave" of the 
women's movement, who take issue with the 
preponderance of anti-male/anti-left 
portrayals of the movement. Another 
problem that emerges i s the gap between 
"established feminists" and young women 
or new women coming into the movement. 

But c l e a r l y the most painful 
d i v i s i o n , and one Rowland does not deal 

with at a l l adequately, i s over the issue 
of racism. Although the two women who 
spoke most passionately about the racism 
they experience among white feminists 
were consequently anti-women's movement, 
there were others in the movement who 
also shared their concern. Yet i t does 
not appear to have penetrated through to 
Rowland. At the beginning of the book 
she makes the fol lowing statement : "The 
reluctance of minority women to be 
involved in the movement can originate 
from: a fear of dividing their own 
minority community: a lack of knowledge 
about feminism and J ts aims ; the strong 
relationship of some minority groups 
within the church; and, among black 
women, the conviction that black men have 
been de-masculinized by white culture and 
i t i s they who need lib e r a t i o n . " She 
omits the most relevant concern, and one 
that she could not have missed in the 
e n t r i e s , and that i s : the racism 
experienced by minority women trying to 
work with white women. Furthermore, i t 
is c e r t a i n l y race-blind to c i t e a lack of 
knowledge of "feminism and i t s aims". 
Black women have been organizing around 
.their Issues for years; who defines 
"femini sm" for Rowland? Insinuations 
about r e l i g i o u s , react ionary influences 
on minority women hold no more water than 
saying r e l i g i o u s , reactionary influences 
hold back America women, i.e., i t i s 
ne i ther here nor there. 

I t i s in statements such as these 
that Rowland gives away her bias. She 
approaches the entire study from a pre-
deflned "feminism" which holds that a l l 
women can unite and work together, a 
feminism limited to the English-speaking 
Western world, with the underlying 
assumption that minority and working 
c l a s s women should leave behind their 
experience and cross over to join the 
white women's movement as so defined. 

-- Marie Lorenzo 
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September 17 Toronto Action for Chile 
benefit at the R i v o l i 
featuring Faith Nolan, 
Naked Word and others $5 
in advance, $6 at the 
door 

21 Take Back the Night 
r a l l y and march, 7 
o'clock sharp at 519 
Church S t . Park. Info, 
and childcare, cal1 964¬
7477 

22 Take Back the Night 
celebration dance at the 
Party Centre; benefit for 
the Rape C r i s i s Centre. 

October 19 Vancouver poets, Betsy 
Warland and Daohne 
Marlatt, booklaunching at 
Toronto Women's 
Bookstore. 7:30 PM, 
refreshments served 

20 Reading performance by 
Warland and Marlatt, A 
Space, 204 Spadina Ave., 
8:00 PM. 

Peace Petition Caravan 
Caravan Campaign March 

21 Workshop with Warland and 
Marlatt, for 15 women, 
writers and visual 
a r t i s t s ; for more 
information c a l l E l l i e 
Wright at the Women's 
Bookstore, 922-1417. 

27 Dale Spender, Bri t i s h 
feminist, w i l l be 
speaking at the Faculty 
Lounge, 140 St. George 
S t . , sponsored by the 
Women

1

 s Bookstore and 
Resources for Feminist 
Research, Oxford Univer­
s i t y Press. For 

info . , 922-8744. 8 P.M. 
Admission: $3. 

Novamber 15 Rainbow-Women : a 

multi-cultural women
 1

 s 
art f e s t i v a l . Harbour-
front, (to be confirmed). 
For more info. contact 
Marie, 532-8584. 

16 Angela Davis feature 
speaker at opening of 
African National Con­
gress Women's Section 
Conference in Toronto. 

16,17,18 ANC Women's Section 
Conference, OISE, 252 
Bloor St. W. 

The IWDC Newsletter Committee consists c f 
Marie Lorenzo, Liza McCoy, Chris Mills, 
and Lynda Yar.z. The views expressed i n 
editorials are those of the committee ar.d 
should not be taken to be positions of 
the International Women's Day Committee. 
The views expressed i n signed articles 
are those of their authors alone. 

Would you l i k e to subscribe to the 
IWDC Newsletter? We publish 6 issues a 
year, f u l l of news, reviews, commentary, 
l e t t e r s , and updates on topics of concern 
to women, from a s o c i a l i s t - f e m i n i s t 
perspective. 

We ask for a contribution of $10 
for a year's subscription—more i f you 
are a well-paid person or i n s t i t u t i o n . 
And of course, i f you can't afford to pay, 
you can s t i l l get the newsletter. 

To receive the newsletter, or to 
send us your suggestions and ideas, write 
to the IWDC Newsletter Committee, 386 
Bloor Street West, Toronto, Ont. MS S 1X4. 
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