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A CELEBRATION

THE FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA
INVITES YOU TO A
RECEPTION IN CELEBRATION OF
THE PERSONS CASE

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20, 1979, 4:00 to 7:00 P.M.

The Heliconian Hall 35 Hazelton Avenue
(North of Yorkville Avenue)

On October 18, 1929, the Privy Council in Britain decided that
women were "Persons” under the British North America Act and were
therefore eligible for appointment to the Senate. Thus ended a
battle begun in 1916 by an Aiberta woman, Judge Emily Murphy and

carried on by Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby, and Henrietta Muir
Edwards.

* COME AND BE A PERSON WITH US *
CASH BAR



CONTEMPORARY FEMINISM AND ITS RELATION TO THE
FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA:
FPC EDUCATIONAL DAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1979

The Feminist Party is one of our routes in
the Tabour to crzate an operative feminist
socfety within a social milieu, a feminist
culture which we have created by struggles
already waged. Mary O'Brien, one of the
women who spoke in the course of an edu-
cational forum of the Party on September .
29, left us with a wonderful measure of -
assurance about feminism and its stature
as the movement best equipped and most
inclined to give a beneficial new turn to
life and its relations, social, biological
and economic. Both speakers, Mary O'Brien
and Angela Miles, addressed very incisively
the subject of the day: the problems and
promise of the Feminist Party and its
relations to contemporary feminism. Mary
spoke of feminism as an integral part of

a history which takes humankind and its.
rapport with nature forward in a con-
structive way. Any feminist-identified
party has its commission to work out the
ramifications of a basic notion of femi-
nism as a new view of human reality. We
are not, like other parties, joining the
known political world. We are joining-
the feminist effort to redefine politics.
A primary task for this new politics is

to propose how human survival is to be

won and given a character of 1light and
improvement. This, obviously, is also

the very essence of the personal. And

if it is the desire of feminists to make
the political personal, as Angela Miles
says, then we in the Party must make
ourselves a group which allows and demands

that union of the two spheres. If
we work - as we can - with the for-
mula which integrates most completely
the transformation of ourselves with
the transformation of the world, our
politics will take place so much

.among the people that the blending of
" the personal and the political planes

will not involve any diminishment or
distortion.

Both speakers implied that the con-

~. temporary feminist milieu, our common

environment, acts for the Party the
parts of stimulant, guide, backer and
critic. If we keep an avenue of touch
open to all the other faces of the
women's movement, our vitality is
assured. Located within the feminist
milieu, the Party can and will be
expected to bring political modes into
closer touch with Tife as we Tive it
and as our feminist culture would have
it evolve. There are, among the

women of that culture, divisions car-
ried over from the dominant culture;
but we should not take them to be
definitive, or imagine that they put

a united party out of the question.

A deep encugh analysis shows connections
running deeper than those divisions.
Mary O'Brien pointed out that we must
try to achieve as soon as possibie the
creative organization necessary to
keep the Party functioning as a true
exponent of our radicalism. A party




which can do that, can become one of those
strong, elastic centres where the indivi-
dual fights we wage cohere and make ulti-
mate sense. The Feminist Party, Angela
Miles suggested, will help place women in
visible history - as we should be placed
now, as this movement happens.

The day, coordinated by the Education
Committee, had this agenda:

Orientation for new FPC members - Angela
Miles £
Welcome ~ Jean Archer

FPC background - Marg Evans

Comnittee reports

Talk by Angela Miles

Discussion in small groups

Response from groups - introduced by
Lynne Buchan

. Questions raised in the small group

discussions concerned both the Party's
internal workings and the Party as it
fits into the complete feminist spec-
trum. We talked about the feminist
vision of the possible quality of life,
and how any structure could meet the
needs of the feminist movement, or any
party express its values. People asked
whether the feminist position could be
upheld, without modification, through-
out an attempt to enter public politics.

. Other subjects raised were: party

cohesion; interaction with other women's
groups; thae loss it would involve to
pare dovin our Tield of interest for the
sake of any single goal - namely the
election of candidates; out-of-Toronto

" chapters and thair participation in

policy-setting; the refinement of all
our various values into a tznable party
philosophy. Mozt of us found the day
very useful, as regards both our own

Talk by Mary 0'Brien education and the Feminist Party process.

Wind-up and announcements Caonon Sowton

* ok ok Kk ok
* % % * * ATTENTION VANCOUVER FEwWINISTS * # * * #

AY ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA FROM TORCHTD WILL PE IN VANCOUVER

FRCM DECEMBER 15 TO JAMUARY 3 AND WILL BE HAPPY TO SPEAK TO INUIVIDUALS AND GROUPS

ABOUT THE PARTY.

PLEASE WRITE TO THE FEMTNIST PARTY OF CANADA BOX NUMZER TO ARRANGE A MEETING, OR,
AFTER DECEMBER 15 CALL C/0 604-224-4835.

* % k Kok k d-d kR Ak kR FERE AT K

NEW OFFICE FOR FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA

The office is ready! 121 Avenue Road, Toronto, Ontario, telenhone number 925-3777.
We are in the process of staffing it for three-hour intervals at a time. 12:00 noon
to 3:00 p.m.; 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.; and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. It will be open
everyday except Sunday. We stiil need people so please submit your name and the
time you would like to work.

Committee happenings should be reported to the office sc that we may pass tie
informaticn on. There are message slots for the various comittees.

We estimate our ronthly costs to be $125.00. We are seeking financing for this in the
form of pledges by post-dated cheques and more are needed.

A1l help will be appreciated.

Jeanne Jenns




LETTERS * LETTERS * LETTERS

Most of the mail received by the Feminist Party of Canada comes from women and men

all across the country. A few examples follow.

South Slocan, B.C.

I am really interested in obtaining
further information about the FPC.
Does it actually exist or is it just
in the planning stages?

Please let me know what has been done .~
and what [ and women in this area can
do to help.

Maggie Quinlan
Sherwood Park, ALberta

T was very excited and enthusiastic

when 1 was Lold about the party. 1

am interesied in the nature of the party,
the policy concesning men and whether on
not you will be dealing with issues other
than those considered 'strnictly feminist'
issues? 1 would appreciate very much
heaning from you and 1 wish you success
and congratulations.

Brit Griffin

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Women in Manitoba are most interested
in what you are doing and we would Tike

to receive some information on what your
plans are. Manv women here feel that we

cannot Teave the major political parties

in a vacuum with no input from women and
that it is necessary to get into these.
However, I think that there are some
women here who would be interested in
the FPC. We all certainly wish you all
the best.

Alice Steinbart

Churchill, Manitoba

Please sendme a membership in the Party.
T1'm not sure what 1 can do from here, but
cedainly 1 can support you.

Florence Flynn

WINDSOR, ONTARIO

Thanks {or sending the bulton, sticker
and the printed material. The material
is fon two women who probably will form
a branch here.

My husband (a professor of English Lit)
48 Zeaching a counse on Women and
Literature and he ié& going to wearn the
button to his class next week.

Jo Athinson
Manitoulin Island, Ontario

Kindly serd me more in“ormation on the
new FPC. Just heard about you on the
radio and am interested in learning more
about you. I am involved in establish-
ing a Native/Non-Native Women's Crisis
Centre and would be keen on knowing your
support in these matters.

Christine Bueché&-Devai
Thunder Bay, Ontario

Enclosed 4ind small Love gift for nising
expectations. Consdider me a small nock
in the building of a bridge that must

be built beaween Leadesship and the
working closs woman., 1 shall be Looking
fon that Leadenship in our new party and
T suggest to you all that whether we
aviive on not 48 secondary, jubt getting
the show on the road will raise the
political hain on the buneaucaacy Keep .
me Anformed.

Gent Beadle
Ottawa, Ontario

Congratulations! We're happy to hear of
your formation. We arz: requesting that
you send us a number of application forms
so that we may distribute them among our
members .

Rosemary Kries

Women's Centre, Carleton University




Halifox, Nov: Scotia

In various netional media publications
as well as Lhe Swiner "79 CCLOW News-
Retten Connections, 1 nove nead with
interest about the spawning of the
FPC...Whike T identily s+£uongly with
the concerns exphcssed in youwr Intesdm
Committee noies (April 1979) 1 cannot
aghee entirely witn yuwr analusis that
"most femalz roliticlont regordless of
background on party aglitiotions have

neduced tneir comarcticns with women's

organdzadicins 1o a windourn whea they
obtained office.” Wiike 1he nzcond of
Liberal and P.C. elected women has

been fairly consisteind Lin Lils respeet -

an outeome which 45 bolh predictable

and inevitable in my view - 1 A;(:'wngtz
oPhaik,

submit thatl iie neconds of Lanes Mac
Grace Melnnes and Rosemory Bowr, Lo
name three, stuike a shanp contrast and
it 48 more Than cednaidental that they

have sought pullic office via the N.D.P.

>

% % % % %

I do agree that the pressures are very
great forn fust that Lo happen but it is
a majon challenge that the women's
movement faces fo ensure that it holds
women, elected with thein support, more
aac;untabﬁe than has been done in the
past,

Alexa MeDonough
Brossard, P.Q.

Suite & un article parut dans la revue

‘. "Statut De La Femme," je desiré recevoir

des renseignements supplementaires au
sujet de 1'P.P.F. Merci pour vos rense-
ignements.

Patricier Couture

Sherbrooke, 7.Q.

Can vou send me as much information as
possible about the FPC as T would Like
in wrnite an article about it fon the
English press in Quebec.

Sondra Conry

STUDY GROVPS The Study Groups are now underway and meeting on Wednesdays..

A second group is proposed for November. Interested persons
should oet in *ouch with the present coordinator, Helen Lenskyj,

£63-5100.

- O S S S G D B S G S W ST 05 GO G A WY A% MO W W) (G O £ e 006 GOM G S O € % O I A T W e o

FEMINIST PARTY CF CANADA PARTI FEMINISTE DU CANADA
P.0. BOX 5717, STATICN 'A', TCRONYO, ONTARIO, MSW 1A0, (416) 926-3777

NOM

ADRESSE

TELEPHONE

__CODE POSTALE

1. Je désira oue 1'on cortinie 3 m'envoyer NEWS/ROUVELLES

2. Mon nom pout &%re emoiové dans NEWS/NOUVELLES comme contact pour le parti

feministc du Canada, dans ma région

3. J'aimerais divanir monbre du parti feministe du Canada pour $5.00 i
personnes zgfcs, Studients, parents seuls, personnes & 1'assistance sociale

pour $1.00 _ _

4, Ci-incius m2 contribution




OUTREACH COMMITTEE

The Outreach Committee, having lost some of its members due to the pressures of
work on other Committees, moving to another area, etc., or natural attrition are
now getting down to the serious business of planning our strategy, both short and
long term.

The Orientation session held before the Educational Seminar on September 29th was

a further indication of the need to continue Orientation Sessions to answer questions
and concerns of new and prospective members. How this may best be achieved will be
discussed at the next Outreach Committee meeting on October 12th.

Outreach were contacted in September by the Law Union (University of Toronto) for a
representative of the F.P.C. to take part in a panel discussion on "Feminism in the
80's" to be held on September 29th. Although most of our speakers were already
involved in the September 29th meeting, Mary O'Brien "doubled" and took part in the
discussion. Thanks Mary, you surely have to-be the best way of showing where
Feminism will be in the 80's!!

If you would like to come to an Outreach meeting to contribute ideas or just listen
in, please give us a call for the date of the next meeting - we need your support.

Contact person: Gill Lloyd-Jones, 826-6098
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FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA PARTI FEMINISTE DU CANADA
P.0. BOX 5717, STATION 'A', TORONTO, ONTARIO, M5W 1A0, (416) 925-3777

NAME

ADDRESS TELEPHONE_
» ' POSTAL CODE

1. I am interested in continuing to receive NEWS/NOUVELLES

2. My name may be printed in NEWS/NOUVELLES as a contact for the Feminist Party
of Canada organization in my area

3. I would like to purchase membership in the Feminist Party of Canada at
.§? .00 seniors, students, single parents, welfare, disability at
00

4, I enclose a donation

5. I would Tike to participate. Please contact me . I am interested in
the following committee(s): Constitution Fund Raising
Media & Communication Study Groups Membership

Policy Development Education Outreach
O0ffice Management Other (please specify)




**********ANEWCHAPTERISBORN**********

On August 27, 1979, the Peel/Halton Chapter was born. Since then we have had
another meeting on September 26. Spanned over th~ two meetings we have had four-
teen people visit us; five of whom are members of the Feminist Party of Canada.
May I introduce those members who are here representing the chapter: Barb Sims,
George Angus, Ji11 Lloyd-Jones and Lyane Buchan.

As with all infants we are toddling at the moment but also as toddlers we are
naturally inquisitive and we have questions for ocur founding mothers. Questions
arose at our last meeting such as: 1is the chapter considered autonomous thus
giving us the privilege of receiving moneys from our Toronto branch and can we
expect to be able to keep part of the membership money received when new members
join the Feminist Party in Peel Halton? Also, as we extend our membership and
strike our own committees, I would hope that we could receive minutes of all
committees in Toronto to keep us abreast of the Party's activities.

But not only are we inquisitive. We were also born with natural optimism and

an enthusiasm for our Pavty. I have an’executive working committee who are, at
the moment, contacting our Mississauga libraries as an avenue for pubiicity and
our local newspapers for coverage. Peel/Halton will have its first Feminist
Party Garage Sale on October 13 and we extend an invitation to all of you around
the area of Streetsville that day to look for the signs and support us in this
fund raising endeavour. ,

The Peel/Halton Chapter is alive and well! It may yet have many primal screams
but it will continue to grow, gaining a voice in Mississauga and surrounding
areas, adding prestige to the Feminist Party of Canada. We trust our founding
mothers will Took on us with pride as the first of their children to blaze trails
on a new horizon for the women of Canada. :

Speech given by Ms. Gwen Sims, President, Pecl/Halton Chapter, to members of
the Onientation Day gathering on Septemben 29, 1979.

* %k %

NEXT MEETING OF THE PEEL/HALTON CHAPTER: October 24, 1979, at 7:30 p.m. at
227 Madhat Drive, Mississauga.

CONTACT: Ms. Gwen Sims, 828-1491 (home) or 822-6700 (work)
* * * YEMBERS * * *

OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS: Do you need a place Lo stey when you come o Toronto Lo attend
anygFeminiAt Paxty of Conada activities and functions? Let us
know at the office( 925-3777) and we'lL see what we can do
about billeting you for the night.

IN-TOWN MEMBERS: Do you have a spare room - couch - ¢Loor space 1o offer for
bilketing out-of-town members? Just Let us know at the office
[ 925-3777).

#% CDTICE* 4

The Nuclear and Alternative Enengies Subcommittee of the Policy Committee will
nepont back fnom the S.0.8. [ Stop Ovenseas Salzs) demonstration in Ottawa. They
meet at §:00 p.m. on October 14 at St. Paul's Church, 121 Avenue Road. Information
about furnther meetings of this Subcowméitice tan be obtained from the Feminist Party
04 Canada ofgice( 925-3777). :
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FEMINIST VISIONS OF THE FUTURE

The National Action Committee on the Status of Women (NAC) will be holding a series
of day-long conferences, or "visions”. The first "vision", WOMEN AND THE ENVIRONMENT,
is planned for Saturday, November 10, at Bloor Collegiate Institute.

The subject matter for both plenary and workshop sessions will cover:

1. Energy planning, women and their environment
2 Planning and design of women's urban environment
3. Women's health and the environment

Registration is $2.00. Day care will be provided if requested

NAC hopes the discussions will lead us all to have a greater understanding of the
connection between our specialized, individual, local and immediate concerns and

the wider questions of feminism and its impact and relationship to the future of

our mental, physical, technological and philesophical environment.

Kay Macpherson/Margaret Evans Contact: 922-3246 (day)
922-7490/487-9427 (evenings)
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