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A CELEBRATION 

THE FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA 

INVITES YOU TO A 

RECEPTION IN CELEBRATION OF 

THE PERSONS CASE 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 , 1979, 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. 

The Heliconi an Hall 35 Hazel ton Avenue 
(North of Yorkvi l le Avenue) 

On October 18, 1929, the Privy Council in Britain deci ded t hat 
women were "Persons" under the Briti sh North Ameri ca Act and were 
therefore eligible for appointment to the Senate. Thus ended a 
battle begun in 1916 by an Alberta woman, Judge Emily Murphy and 
carried on by Nel lie McCl ung, Irene Parlby, and Henrietta Mui r 
Edwards. 

COME AND BE A PERSON WITH US * 
CASH BAR 
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CONTEMPORARY FEMINISM AND ITS RELATION TO THE 
FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA: 

FPC EDUCATIONAL DAY. SEPTEMBER 29, 1979 

The Feminist Party is one of our routes in that union of the two spheres. If 
the labour to cr~ate an operative feminist we work - as we can - with the for-
society within a social milieu, a feminist mula whi ch integrates most completely 
culture which we have created by struggles the transformation of ourselves with 
alrea<b' waged. Mary O'Brien, one of the the transfonnation of the world, our 
women who spoke. in the course of an edu- poli t ics will take place so much 
cational forum of the Party on September . among the people that the blending of 
29, left us with a wonderful measure of the personal and the political planes 
assurance about feminism and its stature will not involve any dimfnishment or 
as the movement best e_gMf PQ.ed and mo_st"--'---~-_..d'-'...stortion 
nclinea to Qfve a beneficial new turn to 

life and its relations, social, biological Both speakers implied that the con-
and economic. Both speakers, Mary O'Brien ··.temporary feminist milieu, our c0111110n 
and Angela Miles, addressed very incisively environment, acts for the Party the 
the subject of the day: the problems and parts of stimulant, guide, backer and 
promise of the Feminist Party and its critic. If we keep an avenue of touch 
relations to contemporary feminism. Mary open to all the other faces of the 
spoke of feminism as an integral part of women's movement, our vitality is 
a history which takes humankind and it~ assured. Located within the feminist 
rapport with nature forward in a con- milieu, the Party can and will be 
structive way. Any femini st-identified expected to bring political modes into 
party has its corrmiss ion to work out the closer touch with life as we live it 
ramifications of a basic notion of femi- and as our feminist culture would have 
nism as a new view of human reality. We it evolve. There are, among the 
are not, like other parties, joining the women of that culture, divisions car• 
known pol iti cal world . We are joining · ried over from the dominant culture; 
the feminist effort to redefine politics. but we should not take them to be 
A primary task for this new politics i s definitive , or imagine that they put 
to propose how human survival i s to be a united party out of the question. 
won and given a character of light and A deep enough analysis shows connections 
improvement. This, obviously, is also runn ing deeper than those divisions. 
the very essence of the personal . And Mary O'Brien pointed out that we must 
if ft is the-desi re of femfo1sts to make try tCJacM-eve-as-saon=as-possivle-t·he 
the pol itical personal , as Angela Miles creative organization necessary to 
says, then we in the Party must make keep the Party functioning as a true 
ourselves a group which allows and demands exponent of our radicalism. A party 

-



whi ch can do tha,, can become one of those 
strong, elastic centres wh~re the 1nd1v1-
dua1 fights we wage cohere and make ulti ­
mate sense. The Feminist Party, Angela 
Mi les suggested, will help place women in 
visi ble history - as we should be placed 
now, as this movGment happens. 

The day , coordinated by the Education 
Corrm1ttee , had this agenda: 

Orientation for new FPC members - Angela 
Mil es 
4e 1 come - Joan Archer 
FPC background - M~r Ev s 
Conmittee reports 
Talk by Angela Mi~es 
Discussion in small groups 
Response from groups - introduced by 
L.vnne Buchan 
Talk by Mary 0' Brien 

Wind- up and announcem~nts 
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Questions raised in the small group 
discussions concerned both the Party's 
internal workings and the Party as it 
fi t s into the complete feminist spec­
trum. We talked about the femi nist 
vision of the pos ibl e quality of l ife , 
and how any structure could meet the 
needs of the feminist movement, or any 
party express its val ues. People asked 
whether the feminist position could be 
upheld, without modification , through­
out a. , attem;>t to ent~r public poli tics. 

. Other subjects raised were: party 
cohesion; foteraction with other women's 
groups; tha loss it would involve to 
pare m our ield of interest fo r the 
sa!<e of O.TiY s i ! gle goal - naf!lely the 

_ election of candidates; out-of-Toronto 
ch· pters and th~~ r parti ci pation in 
po1ic'-setting; the refinement of all 
our vario'Js v 1ues into a t 2nable party 
phi1o op·!' · Most of · s found the day 
very us~fu , as r •gard both our own 
education and t~e Fe~ini $ t Party process. 

Caotwn. Sowt on 

* 
* * * ATIENTMN VANCOUVER Fr:;:1INISTS * 

ACTIVE MEMaEn OF THE FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA F OM TORON:O HLL ,;f IN VANCOUVER 
FR M DECEMBER 15 TO JANUARY 3 AND HILL BE HAPPY TO SPEAK TO J NIJIVIOUALS AND GROUrs 
ABOUT THE PARTY. 

PLEASE WRITE TO T;~~ FEM!NIST PARTY OF CANADA BOX NUM8£!'{ TO ARR/~rJGr: A MEETING, OR, 
AFTER DECEMBER 15 CALL C/0 604-224-4835. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
NEW OFFICE FOR FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA 

The o~fi c is ready! 121 Avenue Road, Toronto, Ontario, te1cohone number 925-3777. 

We are in the process of staffing it for three-hour intervals at time. 12:00 noon 
to 3:00 p.m.; 3:00 p.m. t o 6:00 p.m.; and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. twill be open 
everyday ercept Sunday. We still need people so please submi t your name and the 
time you would 1i ke to wor., . 

Committee happenings should be reported to the office sc t hl t we m"y pass t :1e 
infonnat1cn on. ThP.re are message slot~ for the v;.\ ioua cmr!':rltt.ees. 

We estima te our r..onthly costs t o be $125.00. t e are seeking financing for this in the 
form of pl edges by post-dated cheques and morP are needed. 

All help will be ~ppreciated . 

Jeanne Jenni, 
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LETTERS * LETTERS * LETTERS 

Most of the mai l received by the Feminist Party of Canada comes f rom women and men 
all across the country. A few examples fol low. 

South Sl ocan, B~ C. 

I am really interested in obtaining 
further information about the FPC . 
Does i t actually exist or is it just 
in the planni ng stages? 

Please let me know what has been done 
and what I and women in t his area can 
do to hel p. 

Maggie Quinlan 

SheJt.WOod PaJLk., A.e.beJLta 

I Wa.6 Ve/UJ exclted and en:thu&).a.6Uc 
tJten I LUU .told about the paJL:ty. 1 
am .lnX.eM.1d.ed bi :the na;tuJr.e o 6 :the paJtty, 
.the poUcy conc.e!Uting men a.nd whetheJL alt. 
no:t you. will be dealing wLth .U.6 u.e-6 o:th<Uc. 
than :tho.6e c.on.6.ldell.ed ' .6tJUctf.Jj 6eminl.1d' 
J..l>.6u.e-6 '! 1 Wo uld a.pp!te.cla.:te Ve/UJ mu.ch 
hea.Jri.ng nit.om you. a.nd 1 IAJU.h rJO U. .6 UC.C.e6l> 
and c1mg~on.6. 

Wi nnipeg, Manitoba 

Women in Man itoba are most i nterested 
in what you are doing and we woul d l ike 
to recei ve some informat ion on what your 
plans are . Man.Y women here f el tha.t we 
cannot leave - t he maJo pu11t1-cai parties 
in a vacuum with no input f rom women and 
t hat it is necessary to get into t hese. 
However , I think t hat there are some 
women here who would be i nterested in 
the FPC. We al l cer tai nly wish you all 
the best. 

Alice Steinbart 

ChUJt.Cltm, Ma.Jtltoba 

Plea.6e .t> enf.me a membeM IUp .in the PaM:.y . 
1 ' m not .6 u.Jr..e whaJ:. 1 c.a.n do 6Mm heJLe., bu;t: 
ce/l.tainty 1 ca.n .6 uppolt:t you. 

F .l.oJt.eJtc.e F .lyrm 

WINVSOR, ONTARIO 

Thank& {,01r. .6endlng :the bu.tton, .6Uc.ke1t. 
a.nd :the pJUn;t:ed rrrt:teJLi..ai... The ma.teJLi.a,l 
.l6 f,oJt :two women who pJr..Obab.ly will. 6oJUn 
a bJta.nc.h heJLe . -

My hu& band (a pM 6U.60lr. 06 Eng.ll6h Ut) 
.l6 :tea.c.h,ing a. c.ouJt.6 e on Women and 
Ut.eJw..twte a.nd he i.A gobig .to We.alt :the 
bu,t :t1m- ;ttrhi;o- -c£.a..6:o=nexrwa:tr: 

Jo A:tkl..n.6on 

Manitouli n sland, Ontari o 

Kindly ser.d me more i r. ·~orlT'.ation on the 
new FPC. Just heard about you on the 
radio and am interested in learni ng more 
about you. I am involved in establ ish­
ing a Nati ve/Non-Native Women's Crisis 
Centre and would be keen on knowing your 
support in t hesP. matters . 

Chr'lstine Buec h~-Oevai 

Thwu:leA Bay, On:taJU.o 

Enc.l.o.6 ed 6-lnd .6mall love gl6:t 601t. ILl&.i.ng 
expec.ta.:tlon.6 . Con6.ldelt me a. .6ma.U. JUJck 
.in :the bu,U.dlng on a. blt.ldge :tW mu&:t 
be bu.U:t be;;:w en l.eadelr.4h1..p and :the 
woltfUng c.ic.1'.6 woman . I tiha..U. be lootung 
601t ~ .tetfiWr£ :4J ~ OWi nePJ Po.M:fT and 
1 .6uggu :t .to you all thtLt tJietheJL we 
alt/Uve olt. not .l6 .6ec.ondcvt.y, j u&:t ge:Ulng 
.the .6how on :the Jr..Oa.d wlU. Jr..a.J..l>e the 
pol.l:ticai. ha..<..Jr.. on :the buJtea.u.c1Lae.y. Keep . 
me hi601t.med. 

Ge/Lt Beadle 

Ottawa, Ont ar io 

Congratulations! We' re happy to hear of 
your formati on . We a~~ requesting t hat 
you send us a number of appl ication forms 
so t hat we may dist ribute t hem among our 
members . 

Rosemary Kri es 
Women's Centre , Carleton Univers ity 



HaU(;:~x., NCJ\ ':' :.:,f!11tJ..a 

1n vaJU.ow, rw..t.lof1.{,u,~ meclla. pubuc.a.tic.u 
M well a.6 .the Sw,i;neA ' 79 CC LOU' N~­
l e:t;tivi Comiedfrn.6 , 1 h.,1.t'2 Jt.ead w.Uh 
hiteJr..u:t a.bov..;t :the. l,pa1.t.;ih:g 06 the 
FPC ••• WhU.e 1 i cimtl '! ~:t'Wiigly wlth 
:the conc.e.tz.ne, e.tp1Le...-.-0ei!. bi youJi.. 1nteJum 
Corrml:ttee no.tu (Ap1r,U 7979) 1 ea.nno:t 
a.gJt.ee eJt:U.Jr.ely ~~Uh ~·uw:. a.na/lyLi-l6 ;t/ia,t 
"mo..s.t 6emal.z. . of!A.:t,i,ci..u.n f'..llguJi.dlluti o(, 
ba.c.k.gMund oil. paJzJ.:.y c..6tJ • ./'.J.a.TJ...oV11:i have 
lleduc.ed .thW. con.1;- ct.lcvtft.i wi.th worr.ui' l> 
M.ganlza.-tlc io :t.1J a r.J..rvL~.u· v ·~t ~ t l1e.y 
obtained 0 6~.f.c.e." f:Jr.JJ...e the fl2c.o.Jr.d oS 
Ub<Vtai. a.nd P. C. U.eci:llri !'JG.mm hM 
been naAMIJ C.On.6 ' sf.:znt: 'tt :tJU//i Jte&pe. 
an ou.tc.om~. lh!U.c.h i.J ba~tir~ pM.di.c.:t.able 
and inev.ltaolr.. i.n my v.[£1,AJ - 1 ..srungly 
.6ubmlt ;that .t:~e llec.o!t..d& o 6 AffitU t'a.cPhail, 
GMc.e Mc.I nnu a:u:l r.o.~ e."110.:!.Y· 'Bhc«.'it , :to 
name :thlte.e, 1;vuk.e a. .ti!..,,:vr..p c. 1~:±1w.1:d: •. and 
U .U moJte .t:t<L"I. c.c.i.n&den.Utf :tha.t :t.hey 
have !>ought p!it...V.c. o66l c.e t1-la. the N. V. P. 
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I do agJr.ee tha..t tir.e pflel>.6UILU Me veJuJ 
glte.a:t 6oJt i u&.t :tha.t :to happen bu.t U -l6 
a. ma.j oil c.haii..enge. tha..t :the women' .6 
movement 6a.c.u :to enl>U/Le. :tha.t U hold6 
women, elected w.lth :thellr. .6uppoJtt, molle 
a.ccoun:ta.b.le :than ha4 been done in the 
pcut. 

Alexa. Mc.Vonough 

Brossard , P.Q. 

Suite & un ar t icle parut dans la revue 
"Statut De La Femme , " je desir~ recevoir 
des renseignements supplementaires au 
s ujet de 1 1 P. P. F. Merci pour vos rense­
i gne nts. 

Patricier Couture 

She1t.b1r.ooh.e, 1'. Q,. 

Can vou .t>end me lt6 much .ln6oJUnatlon lt6 
po.6.t>-lble abou.t the FPC lt6 1 would file 
:tn wlilte an <Vrtici..e. a.bout U 6oJt :the 
Engllih plLU.6 hi Quebec. 

Sondlt.a. COM.If 

STUDY GRO 11'.JS The S · 1zfJ.y Gr·oups Rre no~ underway and meeti ng on Wednesdays._ 

second group i s proposed for November. Interested persons 
s~ould g~t i~ t ouch with the present coordinator, Hel en Lenskyj, 
'-53-~1 ':'0 . 

·----------------- ·-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FEMI NIST FARTY CF C ~DA rA~TI EM NISTE DU CANADA 
P.O. BOX 571 7, STATIOJ 'A ' , TCRJ!l'!O, ONTARIO, MSW l AO, {416) 925-3777 

Nffi~~~~-~~-~~~·~~~--~~~~~~ 

ADRESSE TELEPHONE ____ _ 

CODE POSTALE ___ _ 

1. Je d~sire (!U'? 1 ' nr: co1·ti n·12 rr'en 1oyer NEWS/ fmUVELLES ___ _ 

2. Moj nom r·~ ·At e,...re e~v1 ye ans NEWS/NOUVELLES comme contact pour le parti 
feminis tc dn Canr,e;a, '1.,_ .. s ~a r~gion ___ _ 

3. J'ai r.re;"ai~ d-:v:. 'fr 1Tr.~11 .. re du. part i femi niste du Canada pour $5.00 --....--,.­
personn~s .:.:g~ ·- ~ ~tl!ti·it.11 ts , par~nts seu1s, p~rsonnes ! 1 'assistance sociale-
pour $1 .UO -~----

4. ~i- i nc1us i"J co~trib~ti n ___ _ 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

The Outreach Committee, having lost some of its members due to the pressures of 
work on other Committees, moving to another area , etc., or natural attrition are 
now getting down to the serious business of planning our strategy, both short and 
long term. 

The Orientation session held before t he Educational Seminar on September 29th was 
a further indication of the need to continue Orientation Sessions to answer questions 
and concerns of ne~ and prospecti ve members. How this may best be achieved will be 
discussed at the next Outreach Committ~e- mee~~-ng on October 12th. 

Outreach were contacted in September by the Law Union (Uni versity of Toronto) for a 
representati ve__ o_f_ t he E..P .C to tak _par- _ in a_panel -dtscussion on "Feminism in the 
80 ' s" to be held on September 29th. Al t hough most of our speakers were already 
invo lved in the September 29th meeting, Mary O'Brien 11 doubled11 and t ook part in the 
disc ussion. Thanks Mary, you surely have to~e the best way of showing where 
Femin ism will be in the 80' s !! 

If you would l i ke to come to an Outreach meet ing to contribute ideas or just listen 
in, please give us a call for the date of the next meeting - we need your support. 

Contact person: Gi 11 L1 oyd-Jones, 826-:6098 

·------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 
FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA PARTI FEMINISTE OU CANADA 
P.O. BOX 5717, STATION 'A', TORONTO, UNTARIO, M5W lAO, (416) 925-3777 

NAME~~-~--~-~-~~~---~~~-~---
ADDRESS _ ___________ ______ TEL~H_!>N~E-~------

------- -----------POSTAL CODE ____ _ 

1. I am interested in continuing to receive NEWS/NOUVELLES ----
2. My name may be printed in NEWS/ NOUVELLES as a · contact for the Femini st Party 

of Canada organizat ion i n fl'\Y area - ---
3. I would like to purchase membership i n the Feminist Party of Canada at 

.$5.00 seniors , student s, single parents, welfare, disabi lity at 
$1.00 __ _ 

4. I enclose a donation ----
5. I woul d like to participate . Please contact me I am interested i n 

t he fol lowi ng corr.mi ttee(s): Constitution Fund Raising ----Media & Communication Study Groups Membership 
Policy Devel opment - - --E:-Taucation Outreach ----
Office Management Other (pleasP. specify) 

-~--~------



* * * * * * A NEW CHAPTER IS BORN * * * * * * * * 
On August 27, 1979, the Peel /Halton Chapter was born. Si nce then we have had 
another meeting on September 26. Spanned over th~ two meetings we have had four­
teen people visit us; five of whom are members of the Feminist Party of Canada. 
May I introduce those members who are here representing the chapter: Barb Sims, 
George Angus, Jill Lloyd-Jones and Lynne Buchan. 

As wi th al l infants we are toddl ing at t he moment but also as toddlers we are 
naturally inquisitive and we h ve questions for our founding mot hers. Questions 
arose at our last meeting such as: is ti1e cha t er considered autonomous thus 
givi ng us the privilege of receiving mo.neys f.rom our Toronto branch and can we 
expect to be able to keep part of the membership ney recei-ved when new members 
join the Feminist Party 1n Peel Halton? Also, as we extend our membership and 
stri ke our own comnittees, I would hope that we could receive minutes of all 
committees in To onto to ~eep us abreast f the arty' s acti ities. 

But not only are we inquisitive . We we~ also. boM'I with natural optimism and 
an enthusiasm for our Party . I have an·· exec -- tive wor~ing colTITlittee who are, at 
the moment, contacting our Mississauga libraries as an avenue for publicity and 
our local newspapers for coverage. Peel/Hal t on will have its first Feminist 
Pa rty Garage Sale on October 13 and we extend an invi tation to all of you around 
the area of Streetsville that day to look for the signs and support us in this 
fund rai si ng endeavour . 

The Peel /Halton Chapter is alive and well ! It may yet have many primal screams 
but it will continue to grow, gaining a voice in Mi ssi ssauga and surrounding 
areas, adding prestige to the Femini st Party of Canada. We trust our founding 
mot hers will look on us with pride as the first of thei r children to blaze trails 
on a new hor izon for t he women of Canada. 

Speec.h g.lven by MA. Gwen S.i.Yru,, PJteA.ldent, Ped./f!alton Chaptt!Jl, :to memb~ o-Q 
the Olt.len:tailon Vay ga.t:he.M.ng on SeptembeJt 29, 197?. 

* * 
NEXT MEETING OF THE PEEL/BAL ON CHAPTER: October 24, 1979, at 7:30 p.m. at 

227 d at rive, Mississauga. 

CONTACT: Ms. Gwen Sims, 828-1491 (home) or 822-6700 (work) 

MEMBfRS 
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OUT-OF-TOÁWi~ MEMBERS: Vo you nee.d a place :to ~:tJiy when you come to T oMrvto :to attend 
a.ny Fem.f.JU6-t PaJri:lj 06 Ccu1ada. o.c:Uviliu and nunctlon6? Let U6 
know ax. :the. o. 6 &ice. ( '12 5- 3 7 71 ) and we' U .6 ee. wha.£. we c.a.n do 
about bil1.e:ti.ng you -QoJt .the nlgM. 

IN-TOOJN MEMBERS: Vo uou. have a .6paJte Mom - c.ouc.h - f;looJt .6pa.c.e t:fJ 06-QeJt 601t 
buletlng out-06- :town membelth 1 1U6t:. te.t U6 know at .the 066.lc.e 

( 925-3777). 

NOTICE 

The Nuci.eaJL and AU:.e!t.no.tive fateJtg.leA Su.bc.ommU:tee 06 the.. Po.Uc.y Comm.U:te.e Will 
IUlpoJr.:t back f;Mm the S.O.S. (Step Ove.Mecu - du } demoni,.tJux:tlon -ln O.t.-tawa. . They 
mee.t tU 8:00 p. m. on Oc;tcbeJt 14 a:t st. Paul' .6 Chwr.c.h, 121 Aveni.Le. Roa.d. 1nf;olC1/'/a.tlon 
a.bout nuM:heJt mee:tlng.6 06 :thM Subc.ormnitt;ee ta.It be ob.tcwted f;Jtom :the Fe.mi.;UJ,t Pa.Jity 
o~ Canada 066..f.ce( 925-3777 ). 
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FEMINIST VISIONS OF THE FUTURE 

The National Action COIT'lllittee on the Status of Women { NAC) will be holding a series 
of day-long conferences, or "visions". The first "vision", WOMEN AND THE ENVIRONMENT, 
is planned for Saturday, November 10, at Bloor Collegiate Institute. 

The subject matter for both plenary and workshop sessions wf 11 cover: 

1. Energy planning, women and their environment 
2. Planning and design of women's urban environment 
3. Women's health and the environment 

Registration is $2.00. Day care will be provided ff requested. 

NAC hopes the discuss ions wtUiead us_ all m h_av_ej _greater understandf.ns--of the 
connection between our S"i>ecialfzed, fndfvfdual, local and f11111ediate concerns and 
the wider questions of feminism and its impact and relationship to the future of 
our mental, physical, technological and. phflo.spphical environment. - . . .... 

Kay Macpherson/Margaret Evans Contact: 922-3246 (day) 
922-7490/487-9427 (evenings) 

--- -

~;~y p . :i fl~ 

CAM JUL 
P.O. Box 5717 Station 'A' 
Toronto, Ontario MSW l AO 

--


