
April 10,. 1985 Other Wise 

Volume 1, Number~' April 10, 1985 

A' Feminist Newspaper at U of T 

~ Daring to be 
CD 

i A Priest like Her 

Sex Ed Centre: 

Making It On Their Own 
-

Independence One year After 
by C.rla-krystin Andrad• and last of such r9Strictians 
David Turnmr accurrltd in NavlNlbmr •e:s, when 

There have ba.n many all pr11CJn4lllcy .vtd .tlar-tian 
chahgas at th• Swx-Ed Cantr• cauns•lling at SEC was 
since it apanltd in !'larch 1977. farbiddan1 caun .. llars cauld 
Same chang-, such as lacatian only giv• c•ll.,.• faur- phone 
and the addition of n- nwlb11r-s <two pr-a-life and two 
S8r'Vic .. , were pasitiv•; others pro-chaic•> and and the 
Mer• 1 .. s so. Th• n8M source of canvmr-tian. Thas• 
funding -and th• arganizatianal ,. .. trictians .ar-e now history, 
str-ucture that ca.ii- inta being ' since SAC na longer- funds th• 
this year ar-e chang .. that Mill S.>e-Ed Cantr• and the SAC-SEC 
alla... the Sec-Ed Centre ta Callnlitt- na lanQar e>eists. 
sarv• its clients better in th• The SEC "-'•g.-nt 
year-11 to falla.... ea-itt- has r-eplacltd the 

Th• pra-lif• - pr-o-chaica ' SAC-SEC ea.mitt_, and aur 
conflict which is currently : funding na... comes fr-a. Innis, 
taking place off-ciil.llpus taak Victoria, and N.N Colleges and 
its toll an CallpUS whil. SEC th• 6SU. This uni an and SEC' s 
..,..s fundltd by thil SAC. Shor-tl y new-found autana.y ar-• 
after the Cantr• apaned in auspicious and wall-r-eceivltd 
ttarch 1977, -the U of T Pra-Lif• chanCJas. ttaatings nc:11o1 focus on 
&roup began to stir- up .... ys of impr-oving th• Centre's 
cantr-av.rsy. In a lattmr to a s.,-vicas r-athar- than cur-tailing 
CiilJIPUS paper- th•y accusltd SAC th-, and our ener-gy is no 
of candaning abar-tian by •langer ...asted an countering 
funding SEC and refusing ta - attacks. 
fund th-. St. Mikes JDined tha Our independence has 
fr-ay and the pr-.. sura that they allae.ed us ta ch.nge our 
p~t of SAC resultltd in th• ar9anizatianal str-uctura for-n 
far-tian of . the SAC-SEC an •enlighten9d hiarar-chy" to a 
Ca.mitt .. ~a central SEC policy collective. This ch.nga was 
and r .. tr-ict abartian and , pr-apasad by a group of 
pr119nancy counselling. Th• 

. Continued on page 8 

Emmanuel Debates 
Destiny of 'Crucified Woman' 

by Ingrid MacDonald 

Ever- since Woolf pondered 
the tr-agic life and death of 
Shakespear-e's sister- in a Rao• 
of One•s Own, the complemen
tar-y natian, that Jesus might 
have had a sister as well has 
pr-obably been lur-king in the 
i-ginations of many a 
h.,.etical r-eligious feaiinist. 

Those of you Nha spent 
your- adolescence, as I did, 
hiding in your- bedr-00111s while 
1taurnful feaale falksinger-s 
cr-oanac;t f r-0ta a hand-..-down 
turntable~ will r-emetllb.,. . a 
• inger- whd b i"'ought n - maaning 
to th• war-d lon•r-, Dori Previn. 
Previn wr-ate her- best songs 
about death, and death by 
hanging in par-ticular-. She also 
got it together- to ..,.ite a 
br-illiantly mischievous blues 
song wher-ein Pk>ther- l"lar-y•s 
daughter asks •What about ma?• 
only to have lltDlll def.,. her to 
her br-othmr, "He's the Chief/ 
He's th• Bass/ He's the !"Ian on 
th• Crass/ Did Jesus have a 
sister-/ Did ha give her- a 
chance?• 

Ar-tist Al111Uth Lutkenhaus, 
a Ger-man native who now lives 
in Canada, has sculpted a 
statue called Crucified 
Ho••n. In 1984 she donated a 
capy of the sculptur-e to U of 
T's E..anuel College, thus 
b99inning 1110nths of lflllOtionally 
char-ged debate among the 
19a.ber-s of the callvge as they 
attempted to decide whether- or 
not ta accept the ar-tist•s 
gift. 

In a straw vote taken last 
fall, th• college was divided 
r-ight down the •iddle; 39 voted 
ta accept the statue, 40 
against. 

Ealnlilnual's Zeitgeist 
their- in-house newsletter-
facj l i tated in pr-int 111Uch of 
the dialogue, and a spectrum of 
diffar-ent views appear-Rd ther-e. 

A considerable amount 
attention in the criticism of 
the Crucified Hoaan focused 
on the r-ol e of ar-t as a way of 
under-standing God. One woman 
felt that any 
r-epr-esantati on of God is an 
imposition of "intentions" upon / 
the er-ass. She also felt 
it was significant that the 
piece of ar-t had been declared 
•ca.p.etent, but not br-illiant". \ 
Th• ·~ author then explains 
that she pr-efer-s to have ( 
... 1a chauvinists "scuttling 
.about in our- halls•, instead 
any pr-o-fe111ini s t males. She 
curi·auwl·y dtlt9Cribe5 th~ l i!itter { 
as the "pandering y.._-aaan". 

Another- person submitted a 
dr-awing of the sculpture, and 
descr-ibad it iUIClng other- things 
as,•A har-sh accusatory finger 
pointing at the white- middle 
class ta.al• s•ying, "Yau have 
put aie here". 

A thir-d submission came 
fr-am a W0111an who wrote a moving 
and br-ave letter- dascr-ibing her 
axperienca of the Crucified 
Ho••n. Her- letter- describes 
haw experiences of rape and 
abuse led har- to know Chr-ist 
as a healer: they shared this 
understanding, •1 have been 
touched and healed by bloodied 
and br-oken hands" she writes. 
Ta her the image of Christ as a 
_.,, on the Cross is a 
logical and necessary 
conclusion, given that woman's 
suffer-ing and Christ's "tumble 
over- each other". To conclude 
sha wr-ites, "The saddest thing 
for me about the Crucified 
Hoaan is per-haps that you have 
to be a woman to see Christ 
Jesus in her, our- sister." 

When I contacted the 
r-egistar-•s office this week, 
they wer-e able to tell me 
that the EAlfllanuel College 
Council had officially accepted 
th• statue on February 6th of 
this year-. Her location is yet 
to be decided 

~ (Q) [R1 ~ (Q) u [}={] ~ [R1 \VAY!~~~ 
•Being All Things To All People 

Vaughn asks literature a Freudian question, page 3 

•One Should Always Do 
As the Enigma Lady Does, 

•"Are those some guys writin' in OtherWise?" 
''1\.T I ,,I ' b ,. . '' 1 "TO Way uon t e11eve It _See for yourself, page 6 

MacDonald, page 8 
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EDITORIAL 
We could say we've learned a lot, that 

we've worked hard, we could even go so far as 
to say it's been a good year. Starting with 
nothing but ideas, anxiety and the 
inheritance left us by the Women's 
NewsMagazlne, OtherWiae has established a 
fe•inist voice on campus, in the city, and 
beyond. We have developed and now include a 
theiae every lsaue giving ua focue whfle •till 
allowing freedom to experiment within the 
newspaper for11at. We have lncrea1ed our level 
of •elf-sufficiency by doing our own 
typesetting. Through advertiaing, donations, 
and bagels we have managed to atay afloat, 
financially independent of any organization 
of institution. 

'f e.s tho!~ "3 \... +) M r-. {Y)c. Mo."'~ ... 
~d,"/Y)cut I _:io+c-the.. WDW'tlln's 

Roomt'' ! 

'
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We don't stop here. OtherWlae aet itself 
up aa a forum for feminist experimentation. 
Over the summer, we plan to hold meetings to 
evaluate what has been done, and plan for the 
future. During this period we hope new 
members will appear, bringing fresh ideas and 
prophetic vision, to join ua for warm 
conversation and cold beer. Since we continue 
to organize collectively, we 
can determine your own' level 
in the paper. In short, 
everybody will feel welcome. 

Finally, thanks for 

s treas tba t you 
of involvement 

we hope that 

OtherWise, have a good summer, 
caught. Now, on to our 
Criticism" supplement. 

supporting 
and don't get 
"fheory and 

!t 

5' 
:-< 

Cii 

Feminism ls a movement that seeks 
social, economic, and political change, but 
the first atep ls to recognize a need for 
change. One function of theory la to locate 
an individual woman's experience in her 
cultural context; theory ls a framework which 
renders visible the connections between a 
culture and institutions and one individual's 
llfe.fhe theories which we formulate inform 
our strategies. 

S+ar+; ~ +~em yo~"' £ 
ti 

Looking beyond and beneath the surface 
of our problems requires a theoretical 
approach. Feminl1t theoriea can stem 
from al1110at any established school of 
thought, for instance aoclalls•, llberalia•, 
Marxism or paychoanalysia. On the other 
hand, a theory may be peculiar to feminism, 
auch as "radical" feminism. l11plicitly or 
explicitly we must invoke aome sort of 
theoretical framework when approaching 
practical queations, just as practical work 
provokes theorizing. Feminist theory and 
practice inform each other dialectically. 
As socialists feminist muat think about 
wo~'• diverse economic 1ltuatlons when 
atrataglzlng about abortion; and practical 
work such as setting the abortion clinic has 
provoked •ucb theorizing about control of 
reproduction. 

rhe women of the OtherWi•e collective 
hold .. ny and diverse political opinions. We 
believe that our diversity la part of the 
strength of our collective, as it ls the 
strength of the feminist movement. There ls 
a tendency for those not closely tied to the 
feminist movement to imagine that the sum 
total of feminist thought la a modification 
of liberal rights theory. Although the 
concept of "equal rights" ls very important, 
it is not all-encompassing because we just 
can't figure out bow to give men equal access 
to abortion. Similarly ls not a woman army 
general as abhorrent as a male? But then not 
all feminists are pacifists 

Can't Afford A Vacation? 
Other Wise will be having 

summertime meetings so drop us a card 
"Keep in touch .... keep in touch" 
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V/ va11lty IPOdt 1t0tc 
YOUR CENTRE ON CAMPUS 

For the Best Selection of U of T Crested Sweats, 
T-Shirts, Shorts 

All Your Sport and Fitness needs 
racquets, shoes, swimwear, aerobic wear, sports bras 
Team and group clothing orders at WHOLESALE 

prices 
in the ATHLETIC CENTRE 
(Harbord & Spadina) 
977-8220 

Open Monday-Friday 
10am-7pm 

Saturday 1 Oam 4pm 

Letters 
Dear OtherWlae, 

I found Terry Teskey'• 
eauy (Keep Your Mind Off My 
Body, March 7) thoughtful 
and thought-provoking. But 
I'd like to aak her, and 
other femini1ta: What make1 
you think that all men have 
nasty thoughts when they 
look at a swimsuited woman 
in Sports Illustrated or a 
naked woman in Playboy? 
(Intuition? Telepathy? 
Extensive in-depth 
interviews?) I find it 
ln1ulting to be told that I 
a• virtually a rapist if I 
should find such a women 
sexually attractive. 

l have no uae for material 
that 1uggesta exploitation 
of, or violence against, 
women is acceptable. But we 
must distinguish tbla fro• 
sex par ae, or even good 
old-fashioned lust. It 11 a 
sad fact, but true, that 
very many -n are 
emotionally terribly 
frustrated in their desire 
to be closer to women, and 
sexually explicit material 
provides a vehicle for 
fantasized intimacy. 

Why ls it always assumed 
that sex la something men do 
to women 1 Can it be that 
biology reinforces cultural 
perception here? When A l• 
inserted into B, it ls hard 
to avoid the impression that 
A la ·active" and B la 
•passive·. In this very 
narrow sense women are by 
nature •passive• in sex: 
they are always on the 
receiving end. But of course 
this is hardly an adequate 
view of sexual 
interaction, and it raises 
the question: What, 
specifically, would the 
OtherWlae collective admit 
as acceptable and 
non-exploitative, but 
sexually explicit, visual 
depictions of a nude women, 
or of sexual activity 
between a woman and a man? 
I• any drawing or photograph 
that shows a woman ready to 
receive a .. n sexually (or 
actually engaged in oral or 
genital sex) inherently 
sexist? Talk of •mutuality• 
i• all very fine, but what 
doea it mean in graphic 
ter .. - holding bands on a 
beach at sunset? Does it 
mean there ha• to be at 
least two people in every 
picture? 
Yours, 
Don Cartwright 

Dear 0 thervise, 
One Chriatmaa, when I 

was six yeara old, my 
brother recieved a bright 
red pedal sports car and I 
got a doll. My eyes filled 
with tears aa I felt the 
unfairness of the situation, 
but could not understand why 
it had occured. As I grew 
up I became even more aware 
of the difference in 
treatment towards women and 
men, but I remained in a 
quandry as to the reasons 
for the way things were. 
The big shock occured when I 
changed from a private 
school to public school. At 
the girls' school I bad 
played every sport possible, 
but when I arrived at the 
co-ed. school the girls had 
half the variety of teams as 
the boys and we were stuck 
in the smaller gym. 
Finally, after a year of 
aggravation, I struck out. 
I wrote a feminist column in 
the school newspaper 
"Sexisim Ingrained at N.T." 
All this time I bad been 
alone in my confusion and 
struggle, but when I arrived 
at 0 of T I found others 
with a similar feminist 
consciousness. I joined the 
•coalition for a Women's 
Centre" and attended 
meetings of Otherwise 
newspaper. The thrill of 
hearing others talk about 
the injustice I llad been 
feeling all these years is 
indescribable. The path to 
change is a long one, but at 
least now I know I don't 
have to travell it alone • 

Yours in Sisterhood 
(finally) 

Catherine Fitton Crabbe 
Trinity,l 
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Literary Splashes in t 
Pivotal Works from 

This Bridge Called 
My Back, 1981 

by Carla-krystin Andrade 
This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Colour. 

Editors: Cherie Moraga and Gloria Anzaldua. 
fhe eaitors intended Thia Bridge Called My Back to reflect an 

uacomr. :omised defitioa of feminism by Women of Color ia the United States, 
and it does. Anger with racist treatment at a feminist retreat was the 
original impetus behind Cherie Moraga's decision to compile this anthology. 
lo so doing she and the women involved became more aware of the validity, of 
their own experiences and the importance of "their own feminism". As a 
result, This Bridge Called My Back is not a tirade about racism; it is a 
thoughtful analysis of the way in which women of color perceive themselves 
and the way in which they are treated by the feminist movement. Throughout 
the six sections of poetry, prose and personal narrative, the women reclaim 
their power and the sigoif icaoce of their experiences in contributing to 
political theory. rhey question the validity of existing structures, but 
not without offering possible solutions or at least attempting to explain 
the existence of those structures. This book was meant to be a challenge; 
to white feminists to acknowledge and examine their racist attitudes and 
oppressive behaviour, and to Women of Color to examine themselves more 
closely. 

Feminist theory claims to oppose racism, yet these Women of Color say 
that the women's movement is racist. This may be unavoidable, given the 
primarily white middle class membership of the women's movement, and their 
ensuing biases. Doris Davenport thinks that white women may be acting like 
other oppressed or colonized groups in adopting a supremist stance as they 
react and redefine the11Belves. Regardless of the cause of this racisa, the 
contention is that white feminists will not acknowledge their racis• and 
the fact that they have privilege because of their color, or rather their 
lack thereof; that they refuse to admit that they can afford to deal with 
raci9'111 on an intellectual basis, whereas Women of Color. cannot. 

Racism in the feminist movement manifests itself in many ways;- Women 
of Color are often treated as a feminist issue, the subject of theory. This 
victim-rescuer stance is reinforced by the fact that, while white feminists 
write about Women of Color, they do not include them and the experiences 
they bring with them, in the formulation of feminist theory. As a result, 
Women of Color feel written out of feminist theory. They also feel 
tokenized by the feminist movement, treated a&though they are only 
resources for information about Women of Color and have nothing to 
contribute to the rest of feminist theory. 

To counteract this racism some Women of Color postulated a Third World 
feminism, so that they could channel their energy towards themselves and 
make racism and oppressions particular to themselves a priority. Based on 
the concept that "the personal is political'", they wanted to derive their 
politics from the realities of the various groups of Women of Color. They 
showed how this task would be fraught with difficulties because of the 
diversity of the groups that fall into the category "ilomen of Color'", 
racism between these groups, homophobia, ignorance of feminism, and, worst 
of all, their internalization of other's racist attitudes. This 
internalization made them question the importance of their culture, 
lives,~nd whatever they wrote (if they had the courage to write), which in 
turn made them question the validity of needing their own femin.ism. 

Some were in favour of a Third World feminism and felt that they 
should not have to be responsible for educating white feminists about Women 
oi Color. Others felt that while separatism was useful for sreogthening 
one's identity, "what is really radical is trying to make coalitions with 
people who are different from you'". 

The concept of a Third World feminism is still valid, in view of the 
fact that racism still exists within the women's movement, and that, 
despite Womeo of Color putting pen to paper, their needs are not being met 
by the feminist movement. At the same time the difficulties in 
establishing it remain unchanged. In the preface to a later edition of the 
book Cherie Moraga admits that "the idea of Third World Feminism has proved 
to be much easier between the covers of a book than between real live 
women. Today the dream feels more remote, but, she says, "this is 
precisely when the real work begins". 

• 

OtherWise wishes to thank the Canadian Women's Movement.Ar 

Going Too Far, 1978 
by late Lazier 

Going Too Par, published in 1978, is a collection of Robin Morgan's 
writings which date from the late sixties and the beginning of the "women's 
liberation aovement" to the mid-seventies. Reading it feels like going 
through someone else's scrapbook - there are tortured unsent letters of a 
newly ·wed ~o her husband, fragments of jouroala, published newspaper 
articles, a play, transcribed speeches, and a tract on feminist 
metaphysics. 

To cushion the ride, Morgan considerately gives a guided tour. It 
reads something like this:" Up ahead you'll read how in 1970 1 rejected the 
idea of the E.R.A oh don't worry I.now know 1 was a little misguided. oh 
and here I am participating in that smug self-righteousness at the expense 
of my sisters Awful isn't it?" Ihe older and wiser Morgan of the 
commentary has learned from her mistakes, is embarrassed by her younger 
self and goes to great lengths to account for her. 

Morgan is indefatigably earnest; she admits her pain, her insecurities 
and deceptions. Her honesty is seductive: the reader can lend an ear. 
and as a confidant, accept without quesstion her perceptions, pet theories 
and opinions. But it is deceptive - to lend one's ear uncritically is to 
lose touch with the fact that Morgan's account of some event or another is 
1) a defence of her conduct in that -situation and 2) gives the impression 
that no other account is as valid as her own. Morgan seems unaware that her 
subjective honesty does not give her licence to the only truth. Her 
description of a lesbian feminist conference in 1973:-for example, is rife 
with dismissals and rapping on the knuckles of other feminists who don't 
agree with her ideology. This is especially ironic considering her numerous 
complaints about movement infighting: her 
•1'm-more-politically-correct-than-thou-because-I-say-I-am" attitude is 
precisely what engenders unneeded movement tension. 

Prom sparkling rhetoric to dripping confessional rants, Going Too Far 
is probably more valuable for its historical perspective than for its 
theoretical brilliance. The ~organ Method is of the show-and-tell school of 
feminism which gathers its strength from the consciousness-raising 
technique of discovering a pattern of injustice in women's lives. Her piece 
Barbarous Rituals is emblematic of this kind of approach. It lists in point 
form what "Woman Is•: 

Wondering why we can have live telecasts of the 
moons surface, but still no truely, simple, 
humane, safe method of birth control. 

Being secretly afraid that you'll loose your 
virginity to a tampon, but being too afraid 
to ask anyone about it. 

Whil~ identifying one's experience as the result of oppression is a 
very important stage in coming to feminism, feminism is built on a 
commitment to overthrow such conditions and thus needs to analyze why and 
how the oppression operate~ within the social system. The farthest Morgan 
goes in this direction is to construct highly problematic slogans such as 
'"Porn is the Theory, B.ape is the Practice" and the like. 

As an historical document of the early years of the second wave of 
feminism, Going Too Par is fascinating. It chronicles the difficult and 
painful birth of the women's movement that not only challenged "The 
System" but also the socialist, peace, and civil rights aovements which 
claimed to offer their solutions to it. From the vantage point of the 
mid-eighties, the book gives us a sense of just how much has changed and 
how indebted we are to the work of our elder sisters. 



VT AND CRITICISM SUPPLEMENT THEORY AND CRITICISM SUPPLEMENT 1985 April 10, Other Wise 

the Second Wave: 
i the Feminist Canon 
·nt .Archives for their generous loan of these Second Wave photos. 

The Dialectic of Sex, 1970 
by Nancy Worsfold 

Shulamith Firestone's 1970 
both delighted and dismayed me. 
time fifteen years after it 
both by the originality of her 
scholarship. 

treatise, 
Reading 

was first 
thought 

The Dialectic 
the book for the 
published, I was 

and the sloppiness 

oF Sex 
first 

shocked 
of her 

The jacket of the book proclaims that Firestone has found the 
"missing link" between Marx and Freud. Although recently much 
feminist theory has been produced about both of these men, 
nothing that I have read has used an approach at all similar to 
that of Firestone. She proclaims women to be an oppressed 
"class" and seems to lift all usual analyses of the nature of 
class oppression and attribute the same features to women. She 
claims that the only possible venu for feminist change must be 
revolution - although she never specifies whether this revolution 
is to be actualized violently, socially, domestically or 
intellectually. Firestone in fact isolates two new oppressed 
classes, women and children. Her theory rests on the idea that 
signifacant social change can only come with a liberation of 
both. . 

Much of the book is devoted to describing the world in terms 
of a male-female hiearcby. I was often confused as to what she 
meant by "masculinity" and "feminlty" as she never presented a 
consistent description. At one point she describes "science" as 
masculine and the "arts" as feminine and called for a reunion of 
the two in her revolutionary society. Ao interesting thought, 
especially as she envisioned a highly technological world, but 
who was to do this work in her world, which had abolished 
schools, I don't know. It seems to me that it takes an enormous 
amount of discipline to learn enough to be, for instapce, a. 
creative computer designer. 

The Dialectic of Sex is 
historical value in the 
science fiction like vision. 

worth a read, if only for 
devlopmeot of feminist theory, and 

Unfortunately she tends to be a 
conclusions, thus ending up doing damage to 
she manages to avoid ever even mentioning 

eager 
Freud 

to 
and 

unconscious! 

draw 
Marx 

its 
its 
bit 

both 
the 

Much of her theorizing must be placed lo the context of her 
time, because otherwise she can sound a tad ridiculous. She 
speaks of getting back to a "natural• sexuality which is neither 
compulsulorily heterosexual not necessarily genitally centred. 
fben, in the next breath she muses that people would probably 
chose betreosexuallty because of the physical "fit-. Similarly 
some of her claims about children's rights and the possibllty 
of children's self-determination seem to belie a certain lack of 
experience with kids. At one point she even refers to the 
physical demands· of children as "minimal", I assume she bas 

forgotten that human beings can't even ' walk in their first year. 
Suffice it to say that her chapter about race relations is 
appalling. She invokes a metaphor of a nuclear family to 
describe American society accepting as gospel every racist 
stereotype imaginable. 

Although Firestone's ideas are often 
easy read filled with ideas and expressions 
optimism and energy carry what is now 

crude, the book 
of the sixties. 

a very dated 

is an 
Her 

book. 

Heresies, Sex Issue~ 1981 
by Maureen Phillips 
rieresies: A Feminist Publication on ~rt and Politics. Sex Issue 

This Sex· Issue of - Heresies is a thoughtful a~d pr ovocative' 
collection of prose, poetry and graphics that examine the 
relationship between feminism and female sexuality. In many 
ways, it is the forerunner of some recent anthologies: The Powers 
of Desire (ed. Soi tow, Stansell, Thompson) and Pleasure and 
Danger (ed. Carole S. Vance). While the Sex Issue does not 
directly answer the age old question "what do feminists do in 
bed?"; we do learn . a great deal about what happens when we 
attempt to take, talk about, sex seriously. It seems we get 
embarassed, amused, aroused, empowered, In fact, the women 
who produced the Sex Issue found it impossible to reach anything 
approaching editorial consensus and so offer a series of editoral 
statements. The editorials allude to conflict within the 
collective which might explain why it took two years to produce 
the collection. 

In attempting to break the silence surrounding female 
sexualiity, this collection gives us an opportunity to hear 
voices that are traditionally relegated to the margins. For 
instance, a strong piece by Sandra Whistler asserts that celibacy 
is a valid sexual practice and not a one-way ticket to 
frustration and lonliness. In other words, sex need not be 
defined exclusively in relation to a partner or partners; the 
auto-erotic can be a legitimate choice. 

And so is lesbian s/m argues Pat Califia in "Feminism and 
Sadamasochism". Califia, whose other works include ' the lesbian 
sex manual Sapphistries, warns us against what she percieves as 
the moralistic and de-sexualizing tendencies of recent feminist 
politics. She criticizes the privileging of romantic love and 
states: "My sexual semiotics differ from the mainstream. So 
what? I didn't join the feminist movement to live inside a 
Hallmark greeting card." 

Also included; a piece about the effects of racist ideology 
on Black Sexuality, incest and other forms of sexual coercion, 
stripping as a means to sexual emp<>l'erment, and a number of 
essays about the complexities of sexual representation. In the 
arts oriented material there is a repeated ephasis on the need 
for the developement of a feminist aesthetic and/or an expansion 
of a critical vocabulary that will provide a more comprehensive 
interpretative approach to feminist cultural products. 

rhis to some degree parallels the dominant theme in the Sex 
Issue which is that of "desire"; most writers acknowledge that our 
understanding and articulation of a specifically female desire is 
a difficult project whi~h is still in its infancy. The debate 
around desire remains a highly charged one, perhaps even more so 

now. rhis is not surprising, as the following editorial 
statement clearly summarizes: "Despite feminist insistence that 
all women share ~n essential social identy under patriarchy, it 
is not necessarily true that •omen share a uniform relationship 
to sexuality, sexual identiy, fantasy, and sexual practice 
sexuality is our place of conflict and silence." 

5 
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Alone and On the Inside: ./4..bout being a Feministic Male 
b'1 M.i ke Zr-yd 

There are two main 
barriers facing men who get 
involved in feminism. The first 
is tautological: they are not 
women. Thus, no matter how 
.-11-informed, well-meaning or 
sy111pathetic the feminist male 
is, he can never feel the 
oppression that fuels feminism 
as a political -movement. The 
impossibility of full emotional 
identification makes it 
difficult for men to 
contribute: ironica;ly, though, 
men's inability to dictate, to 
be in control, is one of 
feminism's greatest 'lessons• 
for him. 

Two current areas where 
men cannot be in control are 
abortion and the U of T Women's 
Centre. Sal Paradise, in his 
editorial "Who Am I To Say" in 
the Hew Edition, summed up 
the confusion many men feel 
about abortion. With our 
society's strong Christian/hu
manist value system - one 
geared to men in its sexist 
bias - it is not surprising 
that a woman's reproductive 
freedom is not a clear cut 
issue for him. Paradise does, 
however, muddle through to th.a 
central point of the pro-choice 
platform: that men - and the 
structures that extend through 
the legal and medical 
establi~hments - are inherently 
unqualified to decide a "woman's 
fate. 

The second issue concerns 
the all-women collective at the 
Women's Centre. The - common view 
held is that not 

0

allowing men 
on the collective is "reverse 
discrimination"; "besides, 
there's no men's centre, is 
the~e?" It is hard enough to 
convince people that the reason 
a Wo!Ren's Centre is needed is 
that the men's centre is 
everywhere, embedded in a 
society where male privilege 
exists in both subtle and 
blatant forms. This ignorance 
of patriarchy is ' further 

In the 
bv '3cott en·-

This article concerns two 
subjects: reproduction and 
language. It may seem ludicrous 
to say that these two subjects 
could have anything to do with 
each other, but there is 
something which links them: 
both are controlled by 
institutions created by males, 
legal and philosophical 
institutions which have 
developed in disturbingly 
parallel ways. 

Mary D"Brien, in her 
book The Politics of 
Reproduction, claims that 
women's oppression stems from 
two things: economic forces and 
the idea of "paternity". She 
shows that the second factor is 
a myth perpetuated by 111ale 
thought: let's say a wD111an 
gives birth to a child. If any 
of her male sex partners claims 
to be the father, he can't b• 
sure /that the mother didn't 
have sex with another man 
~round the same time that he 
had sex with her. O'Brien 
maintains that marriage as we 
know it was originally <and 
still is> an institution 
enforced by men to ensure that 
each husband could think of ( 
himself as being the "true" 
father Cby discouraging wives 
from haVi~g sex with other 
men>. 

In· prehistoric times, th• 
idea that sexual intercourse 
produces errtgnancy arose long 
after ~he dawn of our species. 
But as~ .. scorT<· ·as it was 
dif1~9~1td i ~-~ realized that a 
chriif '"-: could potentially be 
"connected" in sDlll8 way to an 

-ompounded by the feeling that 
a woman-controlled collective 
would be "anti-male". What men 
have to beqin to understand is 
that wo111en require distance 
from patriarchal structures to 
develop a "wDlllan-identified" 
consciousness. Breathing space 
allows women new approaches to 
society, power and ideals, 
approaches which must 'be 
radical in order to have any 
effect in the context of our 
presently male-dominant sexual 
politics. Beth men and WDlllen 
have to come to grips with 
their own sexism - ingrained in 
all of us - and that process 

will not always be without 
conflict or criticism; as Mary 
Kay Blakely says in Pulling 
Our Own Strings, •There•s an 
absurd feeling that the WOlllen's 
A1Dve111ent must' be the first 
movement in history to 
accomplish its goals without 
hurting anyone's feelings". 

This kind of distance, 
however; is far 111Dre 
constructive and unifying than 
the male equivalent of "getting 
a-y frDlll it all" <which 
includes wocaen ~ co111111itmenf and 
social r"•sponsibility>. This 
branch of 111ale solipsism that 
characterizes the f .ar-away 
looks and "rugged individualism 

of any . C~lvin Klein ad 
stresses the traditional 
separation of stoicism and 

ltMOtion, of obsessive 
self-sufficiency and social 
bonding, into male and female 
spheres. Separatist feminis111 
of which the all-women U of T 
Women's Centre collective is a 
noderate off-shoot - stresses 
the building of a social order, 
based on unity a111Dng women and 
constructive, ethical ideals. 

- Both male solipsism and 
sep'aratist feminism are li111ited 
and lllUSt bring the individual 
back to a society composed of 
both sexes: the "collective" 
theme of feminism, however, 
allows for a cooperation-based 
social ideal against one that 

A 

~ 
r 

.~ l!l 
(ii' ..., 

strengths: an ... otional life, 
child-r•aring, homemaking, even 
interior decorating that avoids 
black leath•r, bowie knives and 
b-r stains. This "new man•, 
however, often in the name of 
•equality of the sexes•, pushes 
for freltdD111 from sex roles but 
r•tains his male privilege and 
power. Particularly on an 
economic level, men· evade the 
pressure of their "breadwinner" 
role but do nothing, for 
exainple, to relieve the 4DX 
disparity between men's and 
HD111Rn's average wage. The 
argument that both m.n and 
~ are equally trapped by 
sex roles is not valid: in a 
patriarchy, men have the power 
to demand their freedom - and 
women do not. In the growing 
tide of frequently misogynist 
solipsistic male codes of 
behaviour, "Male-Lib" may come 
full circle back to sexism with 
the added proviso: "Don't give 
us any guilt trips, girls, 
we're free men". 

The traps the feminist 
111ale faces are many and 
deceptive. It is clear, 
however, than man cannot simply 
go with the flow, cannot just 
pay lip service to feminism and 
not take an active part in 
fighting the sexism he profits is co111petition/conflict-based. 

The Wo.en"s Centre is made to 
serve wo .. n and should be 
governed by them. What men must 
begin to realize is that women 
helping women sets an example 
that can ultimately liberate 
men as well. 

frD111 on a surface level. 
l'loreover, he must tread lightly 
in his approach to feminism, 
making sure he neither begins 
to dictate feminism to WDIH!n 

Th• second barrier facing nor b.c:DIMts too defensive when 
the f .. inist man is the he is attacked. Feminism 
misguided exaaiple set by SDlll@ springs from a deep well of 
•Mal1t-Lib" groups. These are female oppression and the anger 
the kinds of men who, as than simmers a111ong women must 
AIMtrican feminist-sociologist 
Barbara Ehrenreich says, change be critical and sD111etimes 
a diaper, or have a good cry, uncD111PrD111ising in its state111ent 
and then write a book about it. of power. Perhaps the best 
The less-than-stunning words of advice for men in 
revelation that conventional feminism come from Robin Tyler, 
111ale roles and codes are a fe111inist humourist: "If you 
limiting leads many men to ...-re offended by anything, you 
reclaim traditional female n .. ded it". 

Beginning there was a Sperm 
individual man rather than 
solely the mother, and this 
produced insecurity. Each man 
felt the need for some sort of 
certainty that the children 
borne by his female sex 
partner <s> were "his own" and 
not the result of sex with 
another male. This certainty 
was ensured by the enforcement 
of monogamy for women. As well, 
within this institution the 
children of a married woman 
beca11111 the property of the 
husband. 

Our society traces descent 
according to the father by 
giving the child the last na111e 
of the father. I want to show 
that this "naming" is in fact 
what men have done to the 
entire realm we call "reality•. 
In the Bible, Adam was given 
the task of naming all the 
animals, but men throughout 
history have always taken it 
upon th&111seives to do far more 
that just "name"; they have 
controlled all forms of 
representation, including 
language and philosophy. Thus 
the entire concept~! system of 
the Western world only 
expresses masculine experience 
and interests <e.g. it 
rationalizes women's 
subordination>. Masculine 
philosophy names and 
categorizes the continuous flux 
of the material and 
experiential world (which has 
no 'natural divisions or 
categories>, and it gives this 
syst1Ha of categories the n.uie 
of •truth". 

Jacques Derrida, a French 

philosopher of language, makes 
the radical claim that there is 
no necessary or natural 
connection between the words 
that a speaker utters and the 
meanings that a listener 
interprets. The parallel that I 
will draw here is this: Derrida 
is wall aware of the "openness" 
of paternity, and he also feels 
that a speaker's isolation from 
the words spoken is analogous 
to the way a possible father is 
separated from his sperm. These 
separations are accomplished by 
the pro~esses of int11rpretation 
and reproduction respectively. 
The speaker cannot control 
interpretations and the 
potential father cannot be 
certain that he is the father 
of his wife's child. 

But the tradition of moale 

thought denies this state of 
affairs, with a few recent 
exceptions <Marx, Nietzsche, 
and Freud>, and Derrida says 
that philosophical institutions 
since Plato have tried to tie 
NDr"ds down by claiming that 
th•r• is a "truth" out there to 
which these words correspond. 
Here lies the parallel between 
patriarchal institutions · of 
reproduction an~ philosophy: 
during the time of ancient 
6reece, two major institutions 
lllN!re consolidated by men: 
<l>monoga.aus heterosexual 
marriage and <2>philosophical 
truth. If we examine 
philosophy's traditional 
description of the truth in 
language, we Will find 
disturbing echoes of the idea 
of •paternity". 

Let's say a speaker is 
talking to someone else. In 
traditional philosophy, the 
listener is always as3ulllltd to 
take the speaker's words and 
interpret correctly the meaning 
intended by the speaker - the 
"speaker's" -aning. But in 
lived experience, the 
interpr•ted meaning is never 
exactly tha speaker's intend9d 
one. The traditional, male 
philosopher assumes, when h• 
speaks, that THE meaning to b• 
interpreted is "his" meaning. 
He assumes this in th• same way 
that the f~ther assu ... s that 
the child of "hisN wife is his 
child. But the speaker's words 
are at the mercy of chance just 
as 11Uch as th• male's sperm. 

Of cours•, Western 
philosophy isn't satisfied with 
this state of affairs. To 
support th• one-to-one 
relationship betNeen the male 
speak11r's idea and th• 
listener's interpretation, 
Western philosophical rules 
since Plato have p•rpetuated a 
certain distinction: the "true" 
vs. the "untrue". Traditional 
philosophy has prized all that 
is Ntrue" and rejected all 
else, setting it aside aw 

•outside philosophy", in • 
secondary realm. But this 
•other• realm includes more 
than Nhat is •false"; i .t also 
includes what is "poetic", 
•fictional•, a ".joke", a "pun", 
•irony", "creative interpreta
tion•, and so on. Af~er this 
line was drawn, philosophy 
became unliterary and 
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NETWORKING 
:c1:1::'.2~ ~ -: C:ir~ie f:r!lllO 

We~~esC!~ Apr:l !C 
:2 ;!"!~ L::i:2en 
A =hew :f :~elpt~re b~ ~3thleen 
D2er. Cont!nue5 t: A~ril 30. 
Hours: We1.~:GO to 9:00. 
:~~r:,, ~ri.,Su~ 1:00-6:00. 
S~3r~~5 Sa'.ler ~ . !114 Queen St. 

:-f;:: 5:!-'.~43 

T~~ r;~5;, April l! 
_estian: in A~:ideaia 

Re5~lts af a re5earch 5ur ~ey by 
~ra1 • le·r ~ Wi~e. Talk 
co11e~o~1t1ng, "Centenary of 
~he :idm~:s1on o~ Homen ta 
uoiT•, 5pon5ored by the Le5blan 
:i~d ~:i; Ac:i~emi: So::etv. 
8:GQ P~~de5 ~acm. Tr1nit~ 

:Jlle~e. r~~a: :::-06?4. 

"ar:3-. r.= anj :ul ianr.e 
:::~oi:ar2d ~~ the UofT 
Cc:::t:Jr for a Women's Centre 
3n~ ~ :2rsl~ Ncme['5 Centre. 
Tic ~ et: S4.GG 3~ ~yer5on, 

~=r~r.~o ~~~~~ ·= Bo~ r. ~tore and 
the j::r. S:GC. Foam tQ:, 
"!!!c·, :~::~l Bui::hng. IJofT. 
Inf:: :cs-ce:s. 

•·:~~ April 12 
Wc~e~·= ~~:1:!~omen': Culture 
•e=~~r1n;: M3rian Wa1e, 
ac1~?e'.l1 fel l :in~er fro1 the 
~ .S.: ~e~ Ch:inge, original folk 
1u~1:: :~c poet= :haron 
~~::t1a~ a~1 Be~ !aura. 
He~ Tr;!~~ ~cr:e Cafe 
:r.f~: ~~:-:?67 

s~tc~:~~ ~pr:l l~ 

~!!~do 

Twc Saturday5 !Apr!! 1:&:01 cf 
ln5!ruction w:~h r..Me~ler in 
the eathcr:t a~~ Blocr Area. 
~:JO tc 4:J:. ·: ~eg1ste· c2ll 
".r.e~!er :c:-0!71. 

Sunn; Acri l 14 
Wende; 
Two SucdaV5 !April 14~:1 1 of 
instruction with ~.~ekler in 
the floor and Sherbcurne area. 
lD:OD to ~:QO. T~ register call 
"·"e~ler ~~?-0!~~. 

~e~bia~ Tr:Jt1ch 
A perf~r~arce: readinq with the 
3Uthor Jo1ette ~archeEsault and 
6a , Be!l. Spon5ared b~ the 
Toror.tJ Wone~'s Bookstore ind 
the Wo;e~'= Pre==· Free. 

. =·:·.c::!. ~:~D p.1. 

I e-·4 r.t::;: -.:_- · -t 

"on~: •• April 15 
No1en': Cultural Network 
A ~,~um fer exchange of 
information i.e art project: 
and funding. Far wa1en's 
cult~ral or~ar.i:ation5 and 
ind:~:du3ls Korting in the 
art:. -= !G p.1. 
4~~ Spadi~a A1e. Rao1 215 
InfJ: ~~:-OG59 

Tu!!:>Ca, April 16 
Oi::~5~ion with Stella 
!\ ·riak:ihs. 
Spon5ored b·, llamen': Art 
~esaurce Centre. 8:00 
6a!ler, ~40, ~40 Cueer. St.E. 
Info: 4~:-2030 

Kvr11~a~i:' in5tallati~n. 'The 
cirst Tice : Saw Johnny• 
ccntirue5 at Gallery ~40 till 
ll::ir1 l 27. 

Anna Guhani5 
Jrlg1nal songwriter-keyboardist 
Al5o Nedne:da~. April 17. 
~ree Ti1es :afe, f2.00. 
IrifJ: 96"'-IG:'6 

~e~r2id~; April 17 
Po::~:c31 Tonque5 P.eadinq 
:!l~du:ted by 6a1· Bet! and Susan 
6.Cale. S4.00 .'S:.oc. S:OOp.1. 
A-Sp3ce Saller,, 204 Spadina 
Ave. !1'c: :a4-!::: 

Tt>t.nda . A:::r: 1 18 
E•~ ! , St~we Eafe 
~~atu~;ng: Arlene "antle, ~auri 

Bel: 3nc Nae!e Hall. 
~ew ;r~ : :in ~!lrse C3fe, 1?9 
(),;nf:rt'" ~ ·: e. 

L-•~: W-8367 
Reac~inq 

lou~se !hibault and Marquerete 
~ndersen will read fro• their 
new boo~~. cr~e. 3:00p.1. 
Toronto WJmen'; BootEtare 
Ir,'o: -=::-!:"'44 

F:rattv 
c~~eron Ho~:e. 4G8 Queen St.N. 
Info: 364-0311 

Saturda~ April :o 
Demon~ t,. i tl on 
Stop U.S. Intervention in 
:entral A1erica and the 
Carribean. Speakers: 6regor·; 
Bau~. John Donaldson and John 
Rodrigue!. Sponsored b·1 Toronto 
Anti-I~terven~ion Coalition. 
Noon: Assemble and 1arch from 
~~ss Park (Queen St. E & 
Jar'.i5'. ::30 : R3lli' at City 
Hall. Inf:: 535-B'.7~9. 

PAPERWORK 
WRITING MATERIALS ANO OFFICE SUPPLIES 

499 BLOOR ST. WEST 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
MSS 1Y2 962-8810 

..... 

Kanda;· April 22 
Ontario Open Screenings: Six 
Day: of Resi5tance 
3creenings of f il1s and 
videotape!: around the province 
that have no histon cf being 
sub11itted to the Ontario Censor 
Board. Continues to April 27. 
Times and locations TBA. 

Thursd~v April- 25 
Sb Day5 of Resi 5tance 
Fil1s and videos by wo1en. 
6all er·1 940, 940 Queen St. E. 
Info: 466-:?030 

Saturda·; April 27 
Dea:mstration 
Against Crui5e Te5ting !ACT l 
12:30 Cit1 Hall Oe10. 
Rall ~ at Queen: Park. 
Ir;•c: 7l:?-0354 

Lind; !illery and her Band 
~ Wo1·,·nl ;· Na-.· praducti on. 
Inter,retted for the hearing 
i1paired, wheelchair 
accessible, free childcare 
(call ~:?~-6568 to reser~el. 
Ti det5 $7. SD o.d ·;ance/SS. SO 
joor i~ TarontD Wo1en's 
Book5~J~e. DEC and SCP!. 
Innis Town Hall, :? 3usse~ Ave 
!at St. Gearqel. 
!~~o: '?25-6568. 

llanda1 April :9 
~en do 
Si :: cla::e~.!April :9 - June t 

30! of instruction with T,Green 
in the Bathurst and Bloor area, 
~:DO ta '?:30 p.1. ~all 1 84-1369 
to re~15ter. 

TuE;fr, Apr: 1 30 
R?-~:ia•':ment 

4 billboard project b1 Paulette 
Phillips 1ounted outside 
P.-Space 6aller;·, 204 Spadina. 
Continues to llay 18. Info: 
364-3227 

Wednesda·, !'!av 1 
ce1 ~e:t 'B5 Opens 
A cit'iWlde fe5tival of art 
~::hi bi ts, evenings of dancing, 
1u5ic, perfor1ance 3rti5t5, and 
video artists that continues to 
"a' :s. For locations and 
detail: call 466-2030. 

Thursday ~a/ 

Bratty 
Hor:e:hoe Tavern. 368 Queen 
3t.W. lnfc: 5'?8-4?53. 

Fri da1· "av 3 
Unparallel Views 
A 1ulti1edia le5bian art 5how 
sponsored by Branching Out 
Lesbian Productian5. 
Hours: lled., !:00-8:00, 
Thurs,.Fri., Sun., 1:00-6:00. 
3p:irkes Gallery, 1114 Queen 
St.II. Info: 531-1243. 

3aturda·i' 11av 4 
Ronru e Gilbert of the Nea~·ers 

A No1vnlv Nav Production. 
Interpretted far the hearing 
impaired, wheelchair 
acce5sible, free childcare 
lea!'. '?25-6568 to reserve). 
Ticket: SB.50 a~vance/S~.50 
door at T!lronto llo1en's 
Bookstore, DEC and SC". 
Trin:tv-St.Paul's United 
Church, 4Z7 Bloor St. II. 
Info: '?25-6568. 

Kanda~ l'!ay 6 
F:ape Awarene5s Neek 
Sponsored b·1 Toronto P.ape 
:risis Centre. Raffle tickets 
available rs1.oo each or s~.00 
for 61, draw "'"i' ~; 1st Pri:e -
S364.66, :nd Prr:e S199.45, 3rd 
Prize $21.~:. Far lnfo and 
ticket= call: 964-T47~. 

Fil!! Night 
Films on i:5ue5 relevant to 
wo1en will be screened ~s p:irt 
of P.ape Awarene:s Week. 
7:30 p.1. PllYC 
locE~ion and childcare TBA. 
Info: %4-1 477 

Tuesda; llay 7 
Nancy Dre11 
The:itre Passe "uraille 
Phone 363-2416 for details. 

lledne5day "ay 8 
~ublic Foru1 on Co11unity 
Organi:ing 
An open discussion of 
strategies for action in 
:onser1ative, Right Wing 
Ontario. Part of TRCC Rape 
Awareness Week. Free. 8:00. 
location, childcare TBA. 
In~o: '?64-7477. 

Other Wise thanks all our 
Advertisers for their 

great support this year 

Hassle Free Women's Clinic 
556 Church St., at Wellesley 922-0566 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
V.D. Testing and treatment 
Birth Control Info and Methods 
Pregnancy Counselling 
Abortion Referral 

Hours by Appointment 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday - 10 am. - 3 p.m. 
TuesdayfThursday - 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

VD Drop-In (No Appointment Needed) 

Monday 12 p.m. -2 p.m. 
TuesdayfThursday - 4 p.m. - 6 p.m, 

Thursjay llav 9 
Self-Defence Course 
Sponsored by Toronto Rape 
~risis Centre. Classes 7:00 to 
9:30 p.1. continue to June 13. 
S35, $15 une1ployed. Subsidy 
available. To register call: 
~64-?477. 

Frida·; "ay 10 
For!!ign Affairs 
lloaen anl y dance co-5ponsored 
by Br:inching Out Lesbian 
Cultural Re=ource Centre and 
Icternational 6a¥ A:sociation 
Nc1en': Caucu=. Ticket5 at 
Toronto Women's Bookstore and 
Glad Da~ and door. 
2?:' C:i 11 ege St. 
Info: 0H-!S:'~. 

J~er. HJu;e at TP.CC 
Tal k tc !ar,.:inta Rape Cri:i: 
l!!mbers. visit their co11unity 
libr3r~ and offer idea5. 
i2:oo :o ::ao ~··· 
340 Colleqe St. 12 
lnfo: 964-7477. 

Saturday "av 11 
women': Dance 
SpoMared by the Toronto Rape 
:risis Centre. Nashroo1s not 
11hee!chair acce5sible. Tickets 
$~.DO 3dvance.'S6.00 door :ind 
PW'fC. Childcare and ticket 
! ac:itions TBA. 
lb? Coll eqe St. 
Ir.fa: ~64-74n 

Thursda~- ltay 16 
Anti-Censorship Benefit 
Lot~ of perfor1ers at thi5 
fundrai ser to ca·1er court costs 
Spon:ored by A-Space. Ticket= 
S:'.00 advance'f~.00 door. 
Baaboo 
Info: 364-3:27 

Saturday "av 25 
Ru11age arrd Booksale 
10:00 to 3:00 at the Church St 
:0111unitv Centre, 519 Church. 
Info: 9:3-2778. 

June 30 to July 7 
International Gav Association 
!I6Al 7th Annual Conference 
A iteek of di~c.u5si ons, cultural 
!!¥ent; :ind late nights with 
participant: fro1 around the 
world. Location: University of 
Toronto. Info: :64-6320 
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Kerr, continued from page 6 RE-MEMBERING 
unplayful. But why did 
classical philosophers lll<ilk• 
this distinction - why elevate 
truth? One raason might be 
maintenance of the differenca l 
between public <male> and 

\
private (female> realms. The 
first was, and still is, a 

!
serious world: the realm of \ 
business-war-power. The 

I distinction, true/untrue also 
, pro1110t&S masculine virtue 1 
I <clearness, control, mastery 
lall necessary in the public ! 
!realm> over the mystery of 
nature <the same nature that 
problematizes paternity>. 
Indeed, men did not just draw a 
line, but forced all ideas and 
experience ir.to this artificial 
dichota.y, which ~llowed thet11 
to . "control" nature through 
kn owl edge. 

But what than is the 
I status of ",truth" for 

'

feminists? Now that we realize 
that the distinction between 

1public and private realms is a by Carrie Brown 
coercive one <marginalizing 

1
NOlll9n in the private>, what is 
the status of the serious 

\discourse of the public realm? 
iDistinctions such as 
jpublic/private and masculine/ 
:feminine are only ideas, but 
:they do help p.,-petuate the 
·econ0111ic, reproductive and 

Isabella Stalker was born 
in Clarke Township, fifty miles 
east of Toronto in 1886. My 
great-grand1110ther spent all of 

\ her life as a farm wife 
catching only glimpses of 20th 
century technology as it 
developed. In a family with 

'\ two brothers and a sister, she sexual oppression of woman. 
When feminists take apart these 
oppositions, what ways of 
speaking should they use? 

·Certainly some are using a 
literary and playful discourse 

\ O'lary Daly and French 
feaiinists> while others use a 
strictly serious way of 
speaking. What are the uses and 

1 jangers in combining these ways 
of speaking now? By combining 
lthem do we achieve a new form 
,of knowledge? Women have always 

1
written in both and neither of 

!
these discourses. Surely the 
best strategy is to exclude 
neith...- the two _existing ways 
of .,speaking nor th•ir 
combination. 

was independent at a young age. 
Her father was a ship's captain 
on · the Great Lakes and spent 

i .extended periods of time away 
j •from ha-. To supplement their 
.z.nco-, Isabella and her mother 
ran the local grocery store in 
Leskard. 

To attend public school, 
the children had to walk to a 
neighbouring village, New Park, 
through the woods which 
Isabella always claimed was a 
scary experience. None of the 
children went to high school. 
After her father died 
mysteriously, in ~at is now 
thought to be a mutiny at sea, 
Isabella and her mother 111Dved 
south to Orono. There she 
offered dressmaking services to 

lsEC Independence, 
. the locals to support herself 

continued from page ·and her mother, and quickly 

couns•llors last year and its 
impl..-ntation has not been 
without its share of growi11g 
pains, triumphs, and arguments. 

' We no longer have two 
co-directors and various 
co11Witt.. chairs to do the 
orgAnizational work for us; we 
have a co-ordinating 
ca.aittae, ..ang others, and 
reach decisions by concensus 
rather than voting. The 
transition to this structure 
was aict.d by training sessions 
on coll9Ctives and how to run 
them, ... ich were part 
of thl• yaar•s month-long 
counsellor training program in 
October. The afficacy of the 
Centre's function as a 
coll•ct~ve was formally 
evaluated at th• March 30 
meeting, when we took stock of 
the entire year. 

One aspect of the Cantre 
has re•ainad unalt,W:ed over th• 
years: the variety of calls 
that we get. Each school year 
- respond to about thr
hundred clients. Thesa ara 
individuals and s01M1ti1Ar.1 
couples who visit the Centr• 
<locatltd behind the Admissions 
building off Devonshire> or who 
phone during counsalling hours. 

Dur counselling is unique 
on campus. What - offer is tha 
latest infor•ation and 
counselling by your peerss 
oth...- students on caaipus Nith 
the sa- concerns as you. We 
firmly beliave that there are 
advantages to peer counselling 

gained a fine reputation. 
S.fore moving to Orono she had 
met her future husband, James 
Stewart, when he occasionally 

··visited their store. In 1899, 
at thirty- three years of age, 
after her mother's death, she 
married James and moved to a 
farm sh• called "Linden 
Valley". The dress she wore she 
made herself. It was of the 

by professionals who have lost 
touch with the particular 
concerns of students. All 
counselling is confidential, 
unbiasltd and non-judgemental, 
and our counsellors are 
chosen for their ability to be 
empathetic and opan-minded. 

We offer several services 
covering a wide range of topics 
including pregnancy, abortion, 
seKually trans111itted diseases, 
lesbian and gay sexuality, and 
birth control, Apart from our 
telephone counselling 
<978-3977) and drop-in servic•, 
..,. offer discussion groups 
facilitated by SEC staff, 
residence talks, a library, and 
Sexuality Awareness Progr;uis. 
Th••• awareness programs ar• 
usually one or two weeks of 
fil••• discussions and displays 
related to various aspects of 
sexuality. 

Through all our changas 
the Sax-Ed Centre has continued 
to provide service and has 

tiniest size and covered in 
lace.She gave birth at h0111e in 
1901 to the first of her three 
children. 

Three years later, they 
moved down the road to take 
ever the Stewart farm from 
James• father. Willowbrae was a 
mixed farm operation. Creaa 
from the cattle was sent to the 
local creamery, geese and ducks 
and eggs from the chickens were 
also sold locally to make a 
living. 

As a farmer's wife, 
Isabella played a crucial role 
which involved looking after 
the children, feeding and 
clothing the family, and 
tending to many of the farm 
chores. This may, at first 
glance, appear relatively easy. 
Yet the demands placed on my 
great-grandmother and other 
women like her in the late 
18DD's and early 1900's Nara 
enormous and, in this case, 
lethal. 

Without the luxuril!!I of 
electricity and running water, 
what today are mundane tasks 
were then time and energy
sappi ng burdens. On washday, 
Mondays, water had to ba 
carried in from the cistern <a 
reservoir that caught 
rainwater> by the bucketful to 
be heated in a boiler on the 
woodstove. The laundry was 
scrubbed by hand using a 
washboard in a big tub. Before 
being hung to dry, excess water 
was squeezed out of the clothes 
by running them individually 
through a manually operated 

wringer. 
Oth.,- chorltS included 

tending the chickens and to her 
poultry, feeding thetm, 
collecting the eggs, carrying 
up buckets of water .and at 
Christmas killing, plucking and 
cleaning . the geese, for sale. 
Their down was used to •ake 
pillows. Isabella was expected 
to lend a hand at milking the 
cattle, and churned butter frOll 
their cream. One day a Naek or 
111Cre was s•t aside far baking 
bread, buns, cakas and pies. In 
addition, Isaballa planted and 
tended a vegetable garden. In 
the fall, sh• would can 
tomatoes, jams and preserves 
from the produce. 

Isabella had 'the 
reputation of being a good 
cook, winning first prize for 
her apple ~ pies at Orono Fair. 
Once a year, at harvest ti .. , 
she had to feed a dozan 1111n 

lunch and supper. These IMlf'l 
were threshers who S9Parated 
the oats from the straw with 
their threshing machine. Sha 
would prepare a huge roast, 
potatoes, vegetables, gravy, 
pies and apple sauce, all on 
the wood stove. 

Isabella was also known in 
the community as a good nurse. 
She tended her husband far six 
sleepless weeks through typhoid 
fever during the 1912' epidemic. 
She was a midwife for the 
neighbours on a few occasions 
when home-birthing was not a 
choice but a necessity. 

Aside froai d01Destic 
responsibilities, Isabella 
attended the Presbyterian 
Church regularly and was once 
president of the local Ladies• 
Aid. During World War I she 
found time to participate in 
the Red Cross by knitting socks 
for the soldiers overseas, 
though she didn't think much of 
tha fighting. 

Isabella travelled litt~ 
during her life. Sha spent the 
occasi anal -kitnd in 
Peterborough or Toronto and 
took the train to Port Hope at 
Christmas to shop. With littl• 
relief from th• toil that had 
consulled all of her Naking 
110t11ents, my great-grandmother 
sufferltd a stroke in 1923 while 
cleaning the stovepipes. Sha 
died two years later of high 
blood pressure at the age of 
59, le-.ving a husband and her 
three children, one of Nham now 
claims: "She was a kind of 
slave for us•. 

Ingrid MacDon~Jd's 

z:>~ E~ Pet40le, 
Dear Enigma Sister Person 

Years ago, and back in girl's school, my friend 
interrupted religion class to ask why making love was such 
a sin. God is into love afterall, she argued. The nun 
replied with an impassioned and sorrowful plea, inciting 
my friend to brave herself against the overtures of sweat 
voiced nien who would lead her down the Garden Path, 
deflower her, and then abandon her in her shame. 

This is a long way behind me now, but I was 
reminded of the dear sister's words recently upon reading 
a modern feminist exhortation regarding the perils of 
certain sexual acts as they serve to obstruct the path of 
women's ultimate liberation. It seems to me ironic that 
the same bedroom habits which disqualified me from 
religious pursuits, are now heralding my own exile from 
the feminist camp. Please share your thoughts en this, 

Signed, Let's Get Real 
Dear Real, 

in situations which do not 
require long'-ter• professional 

tri•d to constantly improva 

Goodness, what a cheeky friend you have, imagine 
asking a nun such a fresh question. You 111Ust be part of 
this younger generation of which I've he.v-d so much. Your 
problem is delicate because it requires a sense of the 
relativity of the world. To be sure, no one act will 
always be bad, nor another always good. To be sure as 
well it will be a snowstorm in July the day that the 
Enigma Lady recommends abandoning sex as a solution to 
any, except the gravest, of troubles. To be sure there is 
good seK and bad sex, and yet how is one to know the 
difference betNtten the two? I do think it 111Ust be left to 
individuals to have the courage and the honesty to decide 
for themselves. We all make our own beds in this movement, 
... all lie in them too. 

•ssistanca or professional 
exp•rtis•. With P•.,.. 
counselling tha chance that th• 
student Ni 11 feel patronized or 
intimidat•d is lessened, as are 
th• faelings of baing proc .. sed 

that 5ervic•. We would 
like to suggest that students 
..atch the Varsity and 
OtherUise for 
ev•nts and 
ta watch for 
ta baca.a 

in 
the 

our 
particular 

opportunity 
counsellors. 

t 




