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NAC's "crisis" provokes 
discussion, analysis 

Stella Lord 
According to some newspaper re-

ports, the so-<:alled crisis at the Na-
tional Action Committee's Annual 
General Meeting (NAC AGM) augurs 
the impending break-up of the um-
brella organization. These accounts 
often give the false impression that 
there is no room for differences of 
opinion within feminism and that 
'politics' should not play a part in 
women's organizations. 

Yet, as a recent Globe and Mail 
report pointed out (Saturday May 21, 
Dl, 2), with over 500 organizations 
represented, ranging from the Zonta 
Club to the Young' Socialists, there are 
bound to be differences of opinion. 

What is wrong withNAC is not that 
there is a wide diyersity of opinion, or, 
necessarily, that there are politics in-
volved in arriving at decisions. Rather, 
the proeeas by which decisions are 
made muks the real issues and sup-
presses open debate about them. In this 
sense, theni iS a crisis in NAC, but the 
crisis is not over issues, but processes 
which were being used ro reach deci-
sions on issues. These processes are 
antithetical to what feminism is really 
all about. 

The main debate at the AGM, 
which, after a lot of anger, anguish, and 
frustration, finally became clear, wu 
really about the best use of NAC's 
limited finmciatresoun:es in the f1ee 
of two extremely important priorities. 

First, there is a need for a stronger, 
more decentralized organizational 
stnx:ture which can accommodate 
grass roots and regional input. This 
view wu held by those members of the 
NAC executive who had spearheaded 
the organizational review last year and 
presented the Report on Organiza-
tional Review at the AGM. 

Second. it is important, in an elec-
tion year, to be able to present a strong 
active voice on issues such as abortion, 
free trade and child care. This was put 
forward as the most urgent priority for 
NAC by a group of women, based 
znainly in Southern Ontario, with trade 

union connections, who have been 
struggling around these issues for the 
past few ye8IS. Each side was speaking 
from its own valid experience about 
what NAC priorities should be. 

Because of some Executive 
Committee decisions - which en-
hanced the position of the issues-ori-
ented group- the debate about priori-
ties for the coming year was placed on 
the agenda before the item dealing with 
the recommendations of the organiza-
tional review committee. The implica-
tions of the agenda change were not 
immediately clear to delegates; by the 
end of the day, however, it became 
apparent that with 51 % of resources 
already allocated for activity on the 
upcoming election, there would be no 
money left to deal with organizational 
review implementation! 

The election priority resolution had 
passed because at that stage of the 
debate, the choices were not clear. The 
group wanting to take an open stance in 
opposition to the current government 
WIS, for the most part, articulating a 
view with which most delegates 
agreed. However, many delegates later 
felt the agenda and the debate had been 
manipulated to ensure that the organ-
izational review would not become the 
main priority. 

The real culpit in all of this, how-
ever, was the AGM process itself 
which uses a variation of Robert's 
Rules of Order and allows no open 
campaigning by candidates. The de-
bate between the two groups was car-
ried on through formal resolutions and 
amendments, with those most compe-
tent at this 'game' (the issue-oriented 
group ~ jth a lot of political and trade 
union experience), winning out over 
those of us who are inexperienced in 
this formal (some would say male-
stream) procedure. 

In the aftermath of the debate, Lor-
raine Greaves, who WIS running for 
President oppposite Lynn Kaye, a 
labour lawyer from Newmarlcet, On-
tario, decided to withdraw her candi-
dacy. Lorraine had cO-<:haired the or: 
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ganizational review committee and 
was committed to its recommendations 
to ensure more regional and grass roots 
involvement in the decision-making 
process. In her speech on Sunday 
morning, Lorraine stated that she now 
considered she would be unable to 
canythispriorityforwardaspartofher 
mandate. 

Marylou Murray, who spoke on 
be.half of six staff who resigned. made 
it clear that the non-<:oncensual, even 
antagonistic, processes which NAC 
was using in its staff relations were 
inappropriate in a feminist organiza-
tion. She had clearly hoped that an or-
ganizational review implementation 
would have been able to address and 
rectify this problem of poorstaff rela-
tions. 

Tea Party 

It was after these two events--
which brought the issue of process to a 
head--dult delegates were able to ex-
press, in some measure, their frustra-
tions about the events of the previous 
day. What became clear was that NAC 
can m longer accommodate different 
points of view, or deal with them, or 
debate them, within the present organ-
izational framework of which the 
AGM format and Robert's Rules of 
Order are a part. 

LisaWynellsrecentlyhostedasocialteaattheLocalCouncilofWomen's 
house on Young Avenue, Halifax. Tea and tarot card readings and cheap pop-
psychology games were enjoyed by all. Cucmnber and asparagus sandwiches, 
seed cake and lobster bisque were served. After tea, people were inspired to 
song and recitation. (Photo by Anita) 

CRIAW interested in 
local research 

While it can be argued that the low 
ftmding of NAC, and the fact that it is 
state funded, are fundamental prob-
lems creating tensions over limited 
resources, thereislittledoubtthatthere 
is-by and large-unity on the main 
goals. But if organizations do not agree 
on the process by which controversial 
decisions are reached, then the deci-
sions and the organization lose legiti-
macy and credibility, even in the eyes 
of their strongest support.en. 

Feminists have spent a lot of time 
and effort developing processes which 
ensure that every woman is given a 
voice. As one woman from a rape aisis 
centre in B.C. said in anger and frustra-
tion at the end of the first day, she was 
appalled and extremely upset at having 
to be part of a process which she saw as 
non-feminist. 

The so-called crisis finally allowed 
women's voices to be heard and, al-
though itwas latein thedayonSunday, 
the AGM turned into a 'committee of 
the whole' which allowed many dele-
gates to say what they really thought for 
the first time. 

It is time to ensure that NAC be-
comes not only a strong voice for 
women on the issues, but also that it 
becomesamodeloffeministprocessin 
its practice. Let's hope that the femi-
nists in the issue-oriented grouj> who 
were elected to the new executive were 
listening. 

QQQQQ 

Barbara Cottrell 
Ever had the feeling that there's a 

lot going on among women in Nova 
Scotia that you haven't heard about'? 

CRIAW-NS (the Nova Scotia 
branch of the Canadian Research Insti-
tutefor theAdvancanentofWomen) is 
sure that many women and groups are 
involved in doing interesting research. 
Not necessarily the research that uses 
\vords like random samples and quanti-
tative analysis, but the research that 
speaks and listens to women's experi-
ence. 

Women hold meetings to f"md out 
what our organizations should do next, 
we try to f"md out what our membership 
wants from us, we search out informa-
tion on a wide variety of topics. We 
search out thenecess!IIY information to 
write lricfs to lobby govenunents. 
That's all research-action research. 

In Nova Scotia, women's words are 
being produced in many different for-
mats including reports, verbal presen-
tations, films and videos, and newspa-
per and journal articles. We know 
about some of these, like the wonderful 
report Speaking 0111: Voices of Bat-
teredWomminCapeBreton.Butthere 
must be a lot going on that we don't 
hear about. 

In an attempt to collect together this 
information in one place, CRIA W-NS 
is beginning the research necessary to 
compile a directory of Nova Scotia 
women's community action research. 
We will be contacting groups to find 

Stella wasatNAC'sAGM as a delegate 
ofCRIAW-NS. 
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out if they know of pro~ts which 
should be included in the directory. 

In October, we plan to gather to-
gether women interested in sharing 
their skills and experiences at an Ac-
tion Research Workshop. As well as 
hearing about locally conducted re-
search projects, we will include ses-
sions on the basics, such as how to 
decide if a resear_ch pro~ is war-
ranted, how much will it~ how to 
design a questionnaire, and how to 
write a brief. We will be asking groups 
to help us identify other topics. 

These projects have been made 
possible by a grant from the Secretary 
of State. 

If you would like more information 
about the projects, or if you have infor-
mation for us, we would be very 
pleased to hear from you. Please call 
Barbara at 423-9654. 

Pandora 
receives 

SEED grant, 
hires worker 
Pandora has been awarded a 

S.E.E.D. grant to hire a student for the 
summer. We selected Toni Goree, a 
single mother of six and grandmother 
of one, who is liking International 
Development Studies at Dalhousie 
University. Toni is working on all 
aspects of the JrO<luction of the paper, 
as well u doing-outreach work to in-
crease our readership and to increase 
participation from the women's com-
munity. If you would like to write for 
Pandora or become involved in the 
production process, phone Toni at454-
4977 to discuss the possibilities. 

Subscribe 
to 

Pandora! 



It's hard to explain Nicaragua 
May7,1988 
Dear Trinidad Garcia Solbarbaro, 
Two months have passed since last we spoke on the eve of 

International Women's Day in Las Praderas. Nicaragua. Here at 
home, they still ask me, "Did you have a good time in Nicaragua? 
Where's your tan?" How can I answer so that they will 1Dlderstand, 
I who am still shell-shocked at the contrast in our lives. And so I 
write to you, for you will understand. 

Dear Trinidad, we came as a Witness for Peace team to live for 
a time in your asentamiento, aresettlementco-op in the Valley of the 
Martyrs, deep in the northern war zone. You told us our coming was 
a gift and that you felt safer. ''The contras do not wmi.t to kill North 
Americans. They only want to kill us." 

'( ou took me into your household to sleep on your concrete floor, 
often with 10 in a room, not counting the wobbly pups, squeaking 
and snuggling close, the squawking chickens and grunting pigs, nor 
the two hairy tarantulas the size of "Looney dollars" that scurried 
near my sleeping bags. 

The first night I doused my flashlight at the sound of a po1D1ded 
pail and crouched with you and your children in the dark as the 
mortars lit the sky. Serene, eternal stars hung heavy overhead, while 
tracer bullets and gunfire pierced the night Mesmerized in disbe-
lief, I was not afraid; I didnotknow enough to be afraid, but you held 
your ears and trembled in terror. After all, that demolished house 
fo1Uldation next door was grim evidence of a direct and fatal hit on 
your neighbours only a few months ago. That air raid trench we had 
dug that day was no idle exercise; your family often ran to it in the 
darkness. 

In 1984, before you fled to this rude camp, you watched your 
father hacked to death and40 campesinos killed. Your 13-year old 
sister was seized by the contras, dragged to the hills, gang-raped 
repeatedly and forced to cook and wash their clothes. When turned 
out after three months, did she escape to the city and safety? At last 
report, at age 17, she is back-packing medical supplies for the 
Sandinistas in those same hills. Salud and presente! 

Day after day at five am, I woke to the unforgettable sound of 
grinding com and the slap, slap of tortillas rolled and pounded on the 
smooth storie. Morning to night, never-ending work. We swam in 
the muddy stream, as the women beat and scrubbed their clothes on 
rocks, all of us fully dressed 
- me from necessity, you 
from modesty. Yet you sat 
d!ere. Half-submerged on a 
~0nmsing JIOtir baby in 
barebreasted glory. 

Trinidad, I reach out to 
you. For a brief time I was 
privileged to share your life, 
the squalor and drudgery, 
your misery and heartache, 
your relief when your hus-
band and sons stumbled in 
from a sleepless guard watch 
in the hills, your pride in your 
children's first school day, 
though they are often sleep-
less and afraid, finding it 
impossible to concentrate on 
studies. 

·~ · Photo taken at Women's International Peace Conference, 1985 

Betty Peterson 

our Constitution. It may not come in our lifetime, but it will come." 
And how does your husband feel about it? A smile crossed your lips. 
'This is a machismo society and it was hard for him. But we talked 
it over as husband and wife. We are working it out and he helps me. 
And God will help us both." 

Yes, my friend, your faith in women, your government and your 
God will see you through. I want you to know that I left you for 
Jinotega where I marched with the women on IWD. In that sleepy 
little town hundreds of women appeared from nowhere for the 
ceremonies and speeches, songs and dances. The 38th biiitalion of 
women soldiers determinedly marched to the stage in heavy army 
boots. 

What on earth would they do? Present arms? No, they joined 
hands, swaying rhythmically, and high-kicked those boots like the 
Rocketteii. They did a graceful folk dance and a skit on women 
asserting their rights while their tipsy and bewildered husbands did 
the housework. The point was made and hysterically funny to them. 

As always, there were too many men officials on the platform, 
but it was clearly a token acknowledgement, a recognition that 
women must move slowly but surely against a die-hard, yet chang-
ing cultural tradition. 

Though Costa Rica, supposedly more democratized, has a new 
women's legislative proposal before the Assembly (mostly male), 
men on the streets on IWD hooted and hissed at marching women, 
according to the press. Yet in Nicaragua, Roberto Ortega spoke at 
the huge Managua rally and fully supported the women and their 
rights. Signs proclaimed "All our co\Dltry is in the woman/If she is 
notpartofit, wedie." And"Wecannotthinkabouttheemancipation 
of the masses, without emancipation of women first" They joined 
Women in Struggle in Chile, in Atgentina, in El Salvador with 
women in Nicaragua. 

You would have been proud of the women I met in Managua: 
nuns in the base community of Ducuali Barrio who teach that 
praying and going to church is not enough but that day and night we 
must all work with the poor. 'There is absolutely no contradiction 
between being a revolutionary and being a nun," they said. We -
interviewed women in the government: Susan Grigsby from the 
Nicaraguan Ministry of External Affairs (Canadian section), Mar-
indel Soccorro of Ministry of Housing and Suyan Castajon, a rural 

I watched your babies 
putting dirty empty bullet 
shells in their mouths, your 
young daughters iitruggling 
with heavy water pails from 

Trinidad Garcia Sotbarbaro 
(Photo by Betty Peterson) 

The area around Trinidad's house 
(Photo by Betty Peterson) 

health worker, all intelligent 
and impassio~ professionals-
dedicated to the service of the 
people. Ypu would have mar-
veled at the Hospital for 
Women, where hundreds of 
babies are born and great signs 
encourage breast feeding and 
the Quaker-sponsored 
Mother~s Milk Bank. The 
Somoza government fostered 
the idea that bottle feeding was 
modem and convenient, but 
since the Triumph, the Sandin-
ista government has mounted a 
campaign for the natural nurs-
ing method as being safe and 
sanitary, nourishing and free. 
Finally, you would have re-
joiced at the thousands of 
women internationals who are 
working in Nicaragua in devel-
opment, aid, community build-
ing and in solidarity with your 

distant wells, water I darednotdrink. They will all too soon be heavy 
with child, just as you, who are old well beyond your years, bore 10 
children, only five of whom are living. Youryo1Dlg sons played with 
rifleii, your sick children sobbed in the night with not even aspirin 
for relief. The only ambulance for war-wo\Dldedhad been immobile 
and in repair for a month. Surely your life is hard and what lies ahead 
if true peace does not come. 

Yet you are more fortunate than some. Your co-op produces 
meagre but subsistence food; others, in isolated huts, are malnour-
ished, their children tottering and falling, their distended bellies 
unbalancing their spindly legs. For this is the third year of drought, 
drinking ·water becoming scarce, and already-reduced bean and 
grain crops cut by 75%. We each carried one pound of beans and the 
same of rice from Canada to feed ourselveii. I sit here overlooking 
the harbour through sheets of rain and I remember your fingers in 
the parched hard land as you scrounged for beans, prematurely 
fallen to the ground, beans that should have been saved for planting 
but are eaten in desperation. 

But with it all. I remember the flower in your hair, the rapt faces 
and fervent hand-clapping to rhythmic hymns in your tiny, tin-
roofed chapel, and the joyous abandon of the dance at your simple 
fieiita, before you all scattered at the sound of gunfire. Ah, yes, that 
brutal war of attrition., killing off your local leaders, all civilians. 
One mother had lost three sons to the contras and her husband had 
been kidnapped the night before we arrived. "From the time I go to 
bed1Ultildawn,ldreamofthefacesofmydeadsons,"shesaid. 'The 
mothers of Nicaragua suffer night and day." 

International Women's Day poster In Jlnotega 
(PhQto by Betty Peterson) 

You and I could not understand each other in words, Trinidad, 
but"eye contact and body language spoke volumes. On March 7th, 
the night before we left the village, I asked, with some hesitation, 
and fearing misunderstanding, "Have you heard of International 
Women's Day?" "Ah, yes," you broke in, "we have to work for the 
rights of women. We have too hard a life, we must work for a better 
life for our children. Our government is behind the womeil, it is in 

women. 
But lest we forget, next door in Managua, amid screaming and 

shouting, came one little voice, "Don't you touch me again. You 're 
not supposed to beat me. Only Daddy can beat me!" No, Nicaragua 
is not perfect, Trinidad, as you well know. 

What can I say to my sisters in Canada? How can I convey the 
urgency? How can we help? Support Tools for Peace, LAIG, Farm-
ers for Peace, Oxfam, CUSO, CANSA VE, Wilness for Peace, the 
Maritime and Newfo\Dldland Fishermen's Unions projects in Nica-
ragua, the intemationalreliefefforts of your churches. Work against 
the proposed immigration bills, so threatening to Central American 
refugeeii. Urge the Canadian govermnent to become involved in 
verification of the Cease-fire and the Autonomy Agreements with 
"the Miskj.to ,~Pru;. ·~ ~ted. Call for more emergency food 
shipments tb Nicaragua.and financial aid through CIDA and the 
non-government organizations. Insist that Canada strongly urge the 
U.S. govenunent to give peace a chance In Nicaragua and to call 
off its dogs! 

Women of Nicaragua, I salute you! We live in different worlds. 
Here we march and struggle for equal pay for work of equal value, 
for better jobs, housing and day-care, for pro-choice on abortion and 
sexual prefermce, for freedomirom abuse and to walk the streets at 
night These are all validandnecessary. But I will never again march 
on IWD without the women of Nicaragua at my side and the 
oppressed women arolUld the world. For we are none of us safe and 
free, dear Trinidad, until we are all safe and free. 

Yours In solidarity, 
Betty Peterson 
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Our feminist presses 
deserve our support 

Susan De Rosa 
Feminist· media advocate women'!i rights and social 

justice and they deserve our support. Women's news and 
views are still rarely covered in the mainstream media, and 
then all too often from an anti-feminist, sensational perspec-
tive. For example, the treatment of theMary Beth Whitehead 
(''Baby M") case which contributed fimdamentally to public 
anti-woman sentiment by giving the birth mother the ironic 
monicker, "surrogate" mother. The feminist press, on the 
other hand, is an indispensible educational, networking, and 
archival tool which assures that women's voices are heard 
and that our history is not lost 

When the two most highly visible feminist magazines in 
Canada, Herizons and La Vie en Rose, closed their doors, 
concern was voiced for the future of feminist periodical 
publishing in this country. Although the demise of these two 
magazines does not necessarily mean desperate times for 
Canadian feminist media, we must take heed. 

As general. interest feminist magazines with allure, 
Herizons andLa Vie enRoseusednewsstand sales to develop 
a broadly based readership and much needed advertising. 
Advertising in feminist magazines is limited because ads 
considered discriminatory are not accepted and advertisers 
rarely buy space in any controversial magazines. Both 
Herizons and La Vie en Rose were aesthetically enviable and 
commercially competitive, but also expensive to produce. 
Production costs were too high to be raised from the feminist 
community. How, then. can we offer the feminist press the 
support it needs'? 

Some magazines receive ~ from popular or 
women's groups or from their home-base institution (often 
a university) or are subsidized through government pro-
grams. But magazines are carefully scrutinized by funding 
sources who are concerned with their own constituencies. 
Last year, the Secretary of State Women's Program was 
unable to fund the 1987 Feminist Periodicals Conference 
because the agenda, which incorporated networking and 
technical sessions, also focused on race, class and lesbian 
politics, perspectives essential to feminist GQl1lJJlunicati~. 
The ·conference had to be postponed. It is through vocal 
pressure from those who believe that theferninistmovement 
is a place where tax dollars are justifiably spent that the 
govenunent will adequately and consistently fund the femi-
nist press. 

As advocates of social change, we must convince those 
responsible for our institutions to adopt policies which 
favour feminist material over that which is prejudicial to 
women. We must assure the maintenance of an independent 
voice. 

Many of us are aware of the accessibility of pornography 
in prisons-but how much thought has been given to how 
little that is anti-sexist is available in prisons. Also, when our 
university libraries stock multiple copies of Playboy (on.· 
microfibn, no less) this misuse of resources, usually limited 
to begin with, reduces student access to resources positive to 
women. 

As individuals and associations we can support feminist 
media by subscribing, buying advertising, donating and 
through sponsorship. 

With approximately 40 periodicals and hundreds of 
newsletters, Canadian feminism has a vibrant voice. Perhaps 
the void caused by the demise of Herizons and La Vie en 
Rose, despite the presence of a dynamic women's move-
ment, demonstrates the vital role that women's media play. 
Let us· contribute to the feminist press and assure that our 
voices continue to be heard. 

QQQQQ 
Susan De Rosa is a feminist communications ·consu}tant 

who was co-ordinator of the 1985 Feminist Periodicals 
Conference, and who has been a member of CCLOW for the 
past three years. 

Pandora, too, 
needs support 

This summer, we at Pandora are making a concerted 
effort to increase the number of our subscribers. We would 
like the paper to reach as many women as possible and we 
need your support. 

When we did a check of our subscription file, we were 
amazedathowmanywomonhadnotrenewedtheirsubscrip-
tions when they expired. Part of the reason may well be our 
fault. Before we bought a new computer,. printing out the 
address labels was a major undertaking: we had to copy the 
information from one computer to another and then print the 
names and addresses out In the process of transferring, we 
appeartohave"lost"someofoursubscribersandhadnoway 
of finding out just who we had lost So in the three months 
since our last issue, we spent a great deal of time matching up 
old subscription fonns with the names currently on our 
ma.il¥tg list. _'Those people who are not ~tl.Y. onj opr 
mailirlg list will receive a letter asking therii to subsctibe _ 
again or to let us know if they missed copies of the paper that 
they should have received. 

As well, many women have moved without letting us 
know their forwarding address. When this happens, we are 
forced to delete their names. So please let us know when you 
move. We hate to have women miss out. 

Why not also send gift subscriptions to your friends? 
Pandora would make a great summer solstice present! Now 
is a good time to subscribe because our rates will be increas-
ing this fall. 

H you are interested in finding out about other Canadian 
feminist papers, newsletters or magazines, Pandora belongs 
to the Canadian Feminist Periodicals Association and has 
infonnation about them. We also have copies of manyperi-
odicals in our office. Please feel free to call us if you would 
like to come along and see them. 

Mostly, we want to thank all our supporters. We hope 
that you are finding the paper useful and that it speaks to your 
concerns. H we are missing the mark. please tell us. 

Blackie checks to see what names are on Pandora's subscription llsl (Photo by Debbie Mathers) 



Women don't have to be· 
constrained by roles and 
choices set by society 
Pandora: 

I am writing to say I very much 
appreciated Ca!herine Lambert's letter 
in the last issue. It seems to me that 
there are a multitude of ways that 
women experience the concept of 
motherhood. 

There are those who actively 
choose it and rejoice in it 

There are those who have it thrust 
upon them as the result of forced or 
coercive sexuality, inadequate birth 
control, or because they haven't had 
enough information to make an in-
formed choice (society told them their 
only road to fulfillment was mother-
hood.) 

There are those who very much 
want and desire to bear a child but are 
prevented by physical reasons. 

There are those .who are refused 
tubal ligations and those who are ster-
ilized against their will. 

There are women who do not physi-
cally bear children but who become 
mothers through adoption or who co-
parent the child of a partner. 

There are those who would like to 
do that but are prevented by their life 
situation or by society's views of who 
is an appropriate parent or "guardian." 

And, there are women like me, who 
have chosen not to bear children, who 
perhaps have deep connections and 
close friendships with the children of 
friends, or children with whom they 
work, but who do not wish to have a 
"mothering" relationship, as currently 
defined in our society, with any child. 
No ~bJ. besiddsthes~ there are many 
pouits1NY'view I b'iiv~'t iinagined: 

visibility} express, I think, Pandora is 
trying hard, in some measure, to re-
dress the imbalance and celebrate the 
diversity of women's experience. 

I really hope that anyone who 
doesn't see herself reflected in Pan-
dora will write and share her experi-
ence. 

In saying this, I don't mean to 
absolve women who write for the paper 
or who solicit articles for it (I used to be 

IWD march 
organizer 
apologizes 
Pandora: 

I am writing as a member of the 
group that organized the International 
Women's Day (JWD)march and dance 
on March 12. Though we all realize 
apologies are inadequate, we still want 
to apologize for our failure to invite 
Black women and other women of 
colour to be involved in the organiza-
tion of those events. 

As so often happens with feminist 
activities, IWD was organized at the 
last minute by a small group of women 
who had very little time. We were all 
white. It seemed the quickest way to get 
an org~ 'group together wlis"to 
call on ~w' fiiCn&. As too· ofteti ·hap- ) 
pens, they were all white, too. 

involved with this part of Pandora and 
hope eventually to be again) from 
making an effort to be aware of and ac-
knowledge their own biases. 

I don't think that non-white women 
have an obligation to educate white 
women about racism, nor have women 
with disabilities a responsibility to 
constantly educate the "temporarily 
able-bodied," nor should older and 
younger women be expected to take all 
the responsibility for discussion of 
agism and adultism, etc. etc. 

Quite the contrary. 
But, if, through lack of time or 

woman-power, or through lack of 
awareness-for who is completely free 
of homophobia, racism, classism, and 
internalized sexism?-the paper 
doesn't solicit articles representing a 
broad enough range of experience, 
please write. 

Make Pandora your own. Add 
your voice and your experience that we 
all may be enriched. 

SaraavMaat 
Halifax, N.S. 
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Women start new 
support group 
Pandora: 

I must confess Volume 3 Number 2 
was my introductory issue. It happened 
actually by accident One morning 
while I was browsing at Entitlement 
Booksellers, Pandora caught my at-
tention. That afternoon I curled up on 
the couch and read it in its entirety. 

Pandora has made me feel more 
connected to a powerful community of 
womyn and womyn's issues. I am so 
excited! Thank you!! I can't wait for 
the next issue. 

In October 1986 I miscarried my 
first pregnancy. I am single and in my 
early 20s. Although my pregnancy 
wasn't planned, once it was discov-
ered, it was welcomed. In fact I cele-
brated the prospect of a child, my child. 

I was overjoyed when I found there 
was so much support for single preg-
nant womyn in Metro. 

I was offered support and advice 
from the Home of the Guardian Angel, 
Bethany Home for Women, Planned 
Parenthood, and Birthright, as well as 
dozens of books and articles. 

Then, suddenly I miscarried. I was 
scared, confused and very alone. I had 
friends and a family who tried to com-
fort me. It seemed everyone knew 
some womyn at one time or another 
who had suffered a miscarriage or two 
or three. 

Who helped these womyn deal with 
this great loss? Are womyn expected to 
cope by themselves? I really don't 
think we have to "get over it" alone. 

I now lead a happy and fulfilling 
life. But I still have my weak moments, 
my flashbacks. H there are so many 
womyn whohavemiscarriedpli;gnan-
cies, why don't we unite and support 
each other? It seems to me that the wider society 

is constantly trying to force women to 
conform to certain roles and to narrow 
our choices. Perhaps even more effec-
tive than criticizing women who step 
out of line or whose life experiences 
don't support the myth that the system 
is working is to pretend they don't 
exist. 

This is what the mainstream media 
does more often than not Conse-
quently our belief in the validity of our 
own perceptions and choices and our 
right to have them respected is under-
mined and we are left feeling invisible 
and invalidated. 

While we did make minimal effort 
to find out >vhatBlack women's groups 
were doing for IWD, we made no par-
ticular effort to involve women of 
colour in our activities--an inexcus-
able mistake. 

It was unspoken, but I think we 
acted on the notion that with such lim-
ited time Wl" would not single out any 
particular groups, but would do some-
thing for ail women. We have finally 
begun lo r-!alize that there is no such 
thing as "all women"-we are deeply 
divided by structures of race and clas.s 
that only "Phite, middle-class women 
are privileged enough to ignore or 
deny. We have finally begun to under-
stand the part we, as white women in a 
white-supremacist society, play in 
oppressing our sisters. And we have 
finally begun to realize that good inten-
tions are not enough: None of us In-
tended to be racist, but our actions 
were exactly that I think we have fi-

lsn 't afraid to. 
walk at night 

I invite any womyn who has had a 
miscarriage to join a newly founded 
group. Share your exP.Cfiences and 
offer your support to those who are 
feeling the loss of an unborn child. 

I also invite any womyn to contrib-
ute to an information booklet to be 
distributed to clinics, hospitals and 
womyn's centres. Submit your story. 

Call or write: 
Miscellaneous Miscarriages 
c/o Mlchelle Case 

As the two recent editorials in Pan-
dora (the one discussing why Pandora 
publishes only writing, photography 
and art work by women, and the one 
concerning the importance of lesbian 

Please write 
to Pandora 

. nally begun to understand-to really 
understand that every time we don't 
actively challenge racism we contrib-
ute to iL 

.. 

(It frightens me that we could have 
said these things before IWD ... but I 
don't think we understood them.) 

We deeply regret that Black women 
and other women of colour continue to 
bear the brunt of white feminists' ra-
cism, as event after event, year after 
year, a different group of white femi-
nists begins to understand our own 
racis~sually after the event I hope 
other white women can learn from our 
mistakes. None of us will truly benefit 
from a feminism that allows the struc-
tures of racism to remain intact. 

Again, I offer our heart-felt apolo-
gies, for what they're worth. 
Brenda Beagan 
Halifax,N.S. 

Pandora: 
As I was reading the articles in 

December's issue about the .. fake 
Back the Night" march, I thought what 
a pity it is that many women feel they 
must be together in groups to venture 
out at night. 

I walk at night- alone- any time 
I have somewhere to go. In winter, 
when there's ice, I skate alone on the 
Commons. Having recently bought 
skis, I skied alone at night. 

I was nervous of walking at night 
for a while after I had my purse 
snatched some years ago, but I didn't 
let that stop me. I'm not about to stay 
home just because something could 
happen out there in the dark. 

Unfortunately there are places 
which the prudent woman feels she 
should avoid at night. like dimly lit and 
wooded areas. They're probably safer 
than we've led ourselves to think, but 
we just don't know at any given time, 
so we play safe. We shouldn'thave to 
do this; ideally, we should feel safe 
anywhere, but this will never be an 
ideal world, and we have to live in it as 
it is. 

We also shouldn't have to fear 
meeting strange men in deserted places 
on the chance that one of them may be 
deranged. Sadly, this kind will always 
be with us, but I am not about to give up 

my use of the streets because of them. 
I don't know whether it's my rural 

upbringing that leads me to treat day 
and night more or less alike in this 
respect, or if it's the fact that I am in 
God's hands and nothing can happen to 
me - at any time - without His per-
mission. The fact remains, I will con-
tinue to walk where and when I choose. 
The night is more scary to think about, 
if you 're inclined to think that way than 
to become a part of and use for your 
own purposes. 

Sincerely, 
Charmaine Wood 

(Myrna Carlson responds: 
Violence against womyn is such a 

widespread Jiienornenon within our 
society that it cannot possibly be attrib-
utable to a few "deranged" individuals. 
Rather, violence originates in the so-
cialization of males into traditional 
roles which encourage dominance and 
misogyny. Acts of violence against 
womyn are often treated as isolated 
incidents by people who believe such 
things only happen to others. These at-
titudes effectively isolate the victim. 

Womyn do have the right to walk 
the night alone or in groups. The "Take 
Back the Night" march proclaims that 
right, and the womyn who participate 
in such marches are strong and angry.) 

1013 Bland Street 
Halifax, N.S. BlH 2S7 
902-423-7562 
Thank you. 

IWD poster 
excludes 
black women 
Pandora: 

I am writing to you to bring this 
matter to your attention. International 
Women's Day is a very important day 
for all women to celebrate. 

I am very disappointed to see on the 
pins and the posters the exclusion of 
black women. As a black woman, I 
believe and I know that black women's 
visibility is important and necessary. It 
makes me angry, as a black feminist 
woman in a province with a strong 
black community, to see this exclusion. 

I thought the exclusion of black 
women and other minorities was a 
thing of the past I wrote to Debi For-
syth-Smith and told her the same thing 
I'm writing to you. 

Johanna Cromwell 
New Glasgow, NS 
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Women's langllgg_: 

We can _create dykes 
against affairs of men 

Brenda Conroy 
Conferences are usually exhaust-

ing. They not always enlivening, 
enlightening, enraging, exciting, and 
energizing. The conference on Lan-
guage and Sex held in Halifax in March 
was all of the above and more. Cer-
tainly it was not without problems and 
complaints, but the energy generated 
by such gatherings of womanspirit is 
always balm to my feminist soul. 

Well over five hundred women 
(generically including a few men) 
flowed into the Auditorium on 
Friday night to hear Mary Daly, that 
formidable crone and s'elf-proclaimed 

on the fringe of the 
lunatic fringe, give us an increasingly 
rude and tasteless promotion of her 
latest book, Websters' FirstNew/nur-
galactic Wickedary. 

The crowd loved it; spontaneous 
laughter and applause often interrupted 
her hilarious defmitions of those plas-
tic figures of the foreground, our male 
leaders, and her proud reclaimings of 
crone, hag, prude and witch, our moth-
ers/sisters of the Background. When 
she came to defme dyke, a silence 
settled on the hall to be replaced by 
wild applause when she gave her seal 
flipper clap of approval to the standard 
dictionary definition: 

dyke, n. a barrier preventing pas-
sage, especially protecting against or 
excluding something undesirabl.e. 

She amused us, she delighted us, 
she undoubtedly enraged some of us, 
she challenged us to be radical femi-
nists in the suckie eighties, this sup-
posed post-feminist time when all 
problems are solved. She is still dis-
gusted by male violeqce, rape, incest 

and destruction ofour great mother, the 
Earth. . 

On Saturday, the biggest problem 
with the sixteen papers was choosing 
which ones to go to. Of the ones I heard, 
some were rather dry and academic but 
most were extremely interesting. 
Sheila Kindred and Shel.agh Crooks 
talked about whether to work for 
change Within the language of men or 
to create our own language, as pro-
posed by the Mary Daly/Sheila Row-
botham schools which claim that the 
experiences of women can never be 
adequately expressed within male-
controlled language. 

They gave very interesting ex-
amples from the study of primates 
where women researchers were able to 
make landmark discoveries by using 
their intuitive/empathetic powers and 
were able to have these experiences 
heard and even hailed in the male 
dominated discipline. This then was an 
example of the viability of describing 
woman-experience and being heard 
within the existing language structure. 
However the conference participants 
were not entirely convinced by their 
arguments and suggested that perhaps 
men will only listen if they really want 
to know about something. 

Yuen-TingLaidescribedherexpe-
riences of teaching a women's studies 
course and particularly of convincing 
the students of the relevance of lan-
guage to sexism. She gave us examples 
of the sexist structure of the Chinese 
language which parallel our own. For 
instance, the "male as norm" rule in 
English is echoed in Chinese by the 
requirement in Chinese to mark human 
qualities with the female symbol if they 

-.. . -.. . . ... ... . . 
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apply to women. If applied to men they 
are unmarked. Men are assumed to be 
hwnan; women something other. 

_ _ 

.. 

- ... . 
<. 

..... 

...... 

Laura Groening gave us a fascinat-
ing account of a novel, Tenanl of 
Wild/ell Hall, written by the third and 
largely discredited Bronte sister, Anne. 
Groening proposed that this was the 
most subversive of all the Bronte sis-
ters' novels and it is perhaps no coinci-
dence that the contemporary critics 
slammed it, suspected it of being au-
thored by a woman (Anne had used a 
male pseudonym). They focused on the 
male character, rather than the strong 
woman who escapes from an abusive 
relationship in a time when such ac-
tions were unheard of and who is the 
true centre of the tale. Anne Bronte's 
subversion extended to challenging the 
"angel in the home" theory of woman-
hood, an amazingly frank portrayal of 
male violence for the times and the 
unheard of and illegal flight of a 
woman and her child to independence. 
I hope the library has this book. 

Websters' Intergalactic Seal of Approval 

Space is getting short here but I just 
have to mention one more paper and 

that is Betty Ann Lloyd's moving per-
sonal story of re-entering the world of 
academia andher dilemma ofnot being 
able to find words or a tone of voice 
which reflect her experience as a 
woman. When she does succeed in 
speaking and writing in the language of 
academia, her essential self as a woman 
is left behind; she feels disembodied. 
Her story is made more poignant by the 

Women gather again: . 

fact that the readability and accessibil-
ity of language to women and other 
oppressed groups is the very topic she 
is studying. 

We came together at the end of the 
conference to lislen to Maxine Tynes, a 
poet whose beauty and love and laugh-
ter flow from her like a tonic to those 
around her. She was a fitting end to a 
day of words about words. 

AccessibiHty·. · WHE·N?: 
Alex Keir 
The Women's Health Educational 

Network (WHEN) held its annual con-
ference in Truro at the Agricultural 
College the end of April and what a 
great conference! To open the dialogue 
on the focus of the conference, Access, 
we premiered the National Film Board 
movie Impossible Takes A Littl.e 
Longer, an informative and moving 

film on women with disabilities. 
A wide variety of workshops and 

facilitators included AIDS, Implica-
tions for Women by Madeline Comeau 
of Metro Area Committee Oil AIDS, 
Adult Children of Alcoholics with 
Anne Fulton and Florence D 'Eon, 
Naturopathic Health Care with Lois 
Hare and, as usual, a very popular 
massage with Holly Irons. 

BUCHAN, DERRICK & RING 
BARRISTERS•SOLICITORS 

FLORA I. BUCHAN 

PATRICIA LAWTON DAY 

ANNE S. DERRICK 

DAWNA J. RING 

Sovereign Building 
5516 Spring Garden Road 

Suite 205 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

B3J 1G6 (902) 422-7 411 

Conference attendance was down 
this year from previous years, perhaps 
in part due to the many conferences for 
women held that weekend and perhaps 
due to alack ofenergetic advertising on 
WHEN's part However, those who 
attended enjoyed a well organized, 
smoothly facilitated event 

The childcare program organized 
by Sheila Young and Stella Cross was 
exciting and dynamic, offering activi-
ties for each age group including paper 
machC, movement, and farm tours of 
the college barns. As Micheal Young 
said, " ... and he brought out a baby pig 
and we patted it ana it squealed ... 

The Saturday evening entertain-
ment provided by Nova Scotian 
women included Lysistrata andBrenda 
White from Halifax, Per Sisters from 
Wolfville, Judy Davis from Tatama-
gouche and Karen Henderson from 
Sydney, all of whom reinforced our 
awareness of the talented women we 
have in this province. The program was 
followed by a dance-for many 
women their first women's dance, an 
empowering event. 

Our effort to encourage and support 
disabled women to attend this confer-
ence was partially successful and the 
loop system and the American Sign 
Language Interpreters were used by 
some participants. 

Following the conference the 
WHEN AGM was held. New board 
members were nominated and ac-
claimed and the board now includes; 

Hope Fraser from Wolfville 
Dianne Crowell from Yarmouth 
Stephani Nicoletti from Paradise 
_Mpgaret Grant from Bass River 
Johanna Cash from Halifax 
Gail Proudfooi from Halifax 
Joharma Cromwell from New 
Glasgow. 



Mary sparks anger and soul searching 
Racism still exists in 
feminist community 

Andrea Currie 
When a man tells me he is not sexist, 

I am alanned. I do not trust his self-
assessment, because the concepts he 
uses to evaluate himself are patriarchal, 
his thinking processes are patriarchal, 
the language he uses to give shape to 
his thoughts is patriarchal and the con-
text in which he is evaluating himself is 
patriarchal. This is a global, and grim, 
reality. The conceptual framework in 
which we all operate is patriarchal. 
With this understanding, I cannot even 
say that I am not sexist, not in the 
absolute sense meant by a statement 
like that I can say that I have the keen 
sense of and ability to detect sexism 
that is particular to women, as the tar-
gets of sexism, and that I am dedicated 
to doing whatever I can think of (con-
ceptual limitations here), or feel would 
help to eliminate it 

When a white person says they are 
not racist, I am similarly alarmed. Mary 
Daly's pronouncement to this effect, in 
the talk she gave at the Mount confer-
ence on Women and Language last 
Friday night, deeply disappointed and 
troubled me. While Daly is doing some 
very creative and essential work to 
challenge the ways we think, in the 
interests of enabling us as women to 
change our reality, she has been shaped 
by the context in which white North 
Americans live, as much as any of us. 
Her conceptual framework, which she 
is~ ~~y to change and 
expani\, is not nee of the mec~ 
of the oppressors. 

As well as the patriarchal shapes 
and meanings this framework gives our 
world, there are also white supremacist 
ways of perceiving in that framework. 
I do not believe that there is any white 
person who can claim to have eradi-

- eated all of those ways of thinking from 
their consciousness, and all the conse-
quent expressions in attitude and ac-
tion. 

I spoke with Mary Daly about this 
after the lecture and she denounced 
what she calls a confessional politic in 
the white women's movement that 
involves, in her words, "weeping to our 
racism." She states that the racists are 
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the patriarchal white men. I agree that 
there is an expression of white 
women's new consciousness of their 
racism which is not to be trusted; it is 
exploitative in thatitsomehow enables 
us to be even more politically correct 
by admitting that we are racist! Our 
sense of our own importance in the 
world, as white people, doesn't neces-
sarily change with this admission. The 
power doesn't necessarily shift. This 
kind of a step in a growing conscious-
ness lacks depth and allows for a con-
tinued white supremacy. 

However, between this type of at-
tempt and Mary Daly's false confi-
dence about herself not being racist is 
an essential place that white women 
have to find. With a real understanding 
of the fact that mechanisms of racism 
still operate in us no matter how good 
our intentions, and without expecting 

that the act of admitting this will make 
us feel better and make us better 
people, we can stand on solid ground 
from which to battle racism and build 
solidarity with women of colour. The 
white supremacy in the history and in 
existing conditions of racism is a scar 
on 9.ur consciousness as white women, 
hue it is also quite plainly where we are, 
and the only place from which we can 
move on with any integrity. 

This gap inMary Daly's conscious-
ness and her vehement insistence that 
no such gap exists is a fundamental 
flaw and a very serious limitation on 
her work. If there were other women 
doing what she is doing with language, 
I would stop reading her work. Since 
this is not the case, I will now read her 
work with the awareness and the cau-
tion it demands. I suggest other women 
do the same. 

Wild women don't 
take bullshit from 
any source 

Joann Latremoullle Butthequestionofthefirstquestion 
On~..,l!&ain. M¥Y Daly came to remained. It brought to my mind a 

townancioiiCeagain"someoneeoulwi't - Itnembrance ihat the same thing hap-
stand the heat On March 25, 1988, pened when Daly spoke several years 
Mary Daly came to Mount Saint Vin- agoatDalho~ieUniversity.Thattime, 
cent University to deliver a lecture and the magic was broken by a plea to 
gave the feminist community of Hal- boycott a comic strip. 
ifax the opportunity to experience one Because of this repetition, I am left 
of the truly great light and sound shows speculating that there are some "com-
on the university circuit mined feminists" who are mighty un-

Daly's words alone do not knock comfortable when they encounter 
your socks off, but combined with a women with true power. Now, by true 
method of presentation that includes all power I don't mean the privilege that 
levels of humour and (I suspect a fairly can come from education, work posi-
conscious) manipulation of her energy tion, physical attributes, economic 
field, Daly is able to create in concert status, race or political correctness. I 
with her audience a field of power, in mean the power that any concentrated 
fact a field of woman power. The personofgoodwillcandredgeupfrom 

.open-hearted response to this experi- within their own being if they try. 
ence was the minute of stunned silence Unfortunately, the castrators have a 
that greeted the end of Daly's talk and kind of power too. By being closed 
the ritual call for questions. down to the situation, by asking ques-

The crummy response, the non-re- tions out of context or lacking in the 
sponse, and given what Daly had ere- spirit of the moment, theycandeslroya 
ated with us all, the castrating response space of power. 
was the first question about a falling Everyone gets brought down to 
out with Audre Lorde that happened their level: Are you politically correct, 
almost ten years ago. The question Mary Daly. 
completely destroyed a space that the I suppose in one way that is a good 
speaker had worked hard for almost an thing. True power is not enslaving. It 
liour and a half to create. demands our participation and our 

Strippedofitschicbuzzword(andit consent. In a temporal sense, true 
is a question of continuing debate power is a delicate phenomenon, as 
whether "racism" on the lips of a delicate as an aura. 
member of the privileged race can be But this is a digression into an ex-
anything more than a chic buzzword), ploration of power and spirituality. 
the question was that most banal of Some would prefer to stick with re-
questions: Are you politically correct, fighting old battles and boycotting 
Mary Daly? comic strips. 

Theeveningwasalmostrestoredby Mary Daly was not "nice" to her 
another woman's statement about her first questioner at Mount Saint Vincent 
30 years in the movement as active University. Undoubtedly there are 
participant, victim of burnout, and now more skillful ways of dealing with such 
mother of a new participant self-serving questions. However, Daly 

Her statement was of the heart and was entirely consistent with what she 
the audience recognii.ed that with their had told us earlier: wild women don't 
applause. It was a statement "in kind" take bullshit from any source. 
with what we had just been given by Hurray for woman power and con-
Mary Daly. sistency. 

CRONE: Great Hag of History, who has Dis-CUJJered depths of 
Courage, Strength, and Wisdom in her Self 
(Graphics from Webstara' First New Intergalactic Wlckedary of the EngUsh Lan-
guage) 

Aiigr}t ~t self f Or not 
supporting wo-m~n 

Catherine Lambert 
I have been struggling to write this 

article about Mary Daly since I heard 
her speak in March. It's a bit terrifying 
to write a negative criticism about a 
feminist. 

I had been looking forward to hear-
ing Daly speak and went to Mount 
Saint Vincent University remembering 
how encouraging her last talk in Hal-
ifax had been for me. But this recent 
event was a performance by Daly, not a 
talk. 

I was angry that she spent time 
going through what looked like class 
notes. She endeared me to her by her 
wit, so I was confused by my anger. 
How could I possibly be angry at 
someone who mademe laugh so much, 
but now looking back I wonder if that 
was part of the technique. I certainly 
was caught in her presence. And there 
I was at the end, clapping and standing 
up, thanking her. Now I wonder why. 
What is it about the moment that cap-
tured me, that wouldn't allow me to 
stay in my seat? I'm not suie. 

Then came the question 11I1d answer 
period. Daly is a woman who says to 
her audience that as feminists we must 
challenge everything. A woman in the 
audience asked Daly about Audre 
Lorde's open letter to her about her 
racism. Daly was ftfrious that this 
woman brought the subject up. She 
argued that the question had nothing to 
do with her talk that evening and then 
proceeded to give what I would call a 
tongue-lashing to the woman. During 

this, she stated she was not a racist. 
I was shocked! How could this in-

telligent white feminist say she was not 
a racist? How did she get to this point? 
I wanted to know the answer but I 
wasn't going to ask-I had just wit-
nessed what couldhappen if you chal-
lenge Mary Daly. 

I realize now that she had silenced 
me. Can I blame Daly for my silence? 
Don't I have to take responsibility for 
my lack of action? I did not stand up 
next to that woman who asked the 
question and say I was angry with Daly. 

Are we not, as feminists, account-
able to each pther for our behaviour? 
Daly said she was tired of the question, 
but are therenotmore appropriate ways 
of handing a question you don't really 
want to answer than verbally abusing 
the questioner? 

Although I am angry at Daly, I am 
more angry at myself for not respond-
ing and for not supporting. I know if I 
had not been so intimidated by her 

' ability to use words, I might have made 
1"a comment, but my lack of saying 

anything is my responsibility. I hope 
that the next time I am in .a similar 
situation I will speak out. Black lesbian 
feminist Audre Lorde wrote in Sinister 
Wisdom a statement made by her 
daµghter about silence. She says that if 
you remain silent, that eventually you 
will get 111gry with yourself ... "and if 
:fou don't speak it out one day it will 
just up and punch you in the mouth." I 
-am trying to challenge my fear and not 
remain safe in my silence. 
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Nutrition Report: 

Hungry children 
are victims of 
current policies 

Toni Goree topics on the back burner. 
Recently, an article in a local news- The report How do the Poor Afford 

paper brought my attention to a study to Eat is a fine piece of work. It is 
which was conducted by the Nova articulate and yet very readable, an 
ScotiaNutritionCouncil.Thisgroupof unusual characteristic of expert re-
nutritionists, doctors and the like, is- ports. One does not have to be an 
sued their findings (April 1988) in a economist to figure•out the tables and 
reporttitledHowdothePoorA.ffordto graphs in the report; they are easily 
Eat. The report confiI)lled in writing understood. The language is kept 
what poor people like myself already simple; medical and sociological jar-
know from many years of experience: gon are not used. The method used to 
namely, that families struggling to carry out the study is straight-forward 
survive on Social Assistance in Nova and the recommendations are clear-
Scotia are suffering from malnur:rition cut. It even avoids using middle class 
and indeed even hunger. theories for analysing why the poor are 

Only a few short months ago this poor. Finallyitdoesnotsuggestthatthe 
same issue set-off an embarrassing answer to malnutrition and hunger 
court case for~ ~x-Ministcr of Social amongst the poor lies in getting them to 
Services. He, like many other Nova substitute cheap hog dogs with mashed 
Scotians,refusetobelievethatchildren chick peas on a sodium free whole 
in Nova Scotia are going to bed hungry. wheat cracker. The people responsible 
I can assure you that there are people for the study were aware that the poor 
like me who can be found on the first of and the middle class do not share the 
every month anxiously waiting on the same lifestyles, health concerns, histo-
door-step for the letter carrier to drop- ries, attitudes, etc. In other words they 
off the cheque because there is nothing recognize that the two are from quite 
in the house to give the kids for lunch. different worlds. 
No, these people are like those in The report begins by identifying 
Government House- who, when the seventy-four basic foods. These par-
N.D.P. called for an emergency debate ticular foods were chosen for their 
regarding the findings of How do 1he "economic and nutritional value" and, 
Poor Afford to Eat, denied the request according to the latest scientific study 
for such a debate. (1983), provide thenecessmy nutrients 

According to the newspaper, the a person rC<qull:es to maintaiii good 
~peaker of the House denied the re:_ ~lth. Next~~lt'ley, figured .,Ol!t how 
quest for the debate on the grounds that much of these foods a family consisting 
Tom Mcinnis, the Minister for Com- i-0ftwo adults and two children would 
munity Services, has recently ap- eat. The study then recorded the actual 
pointed a task force which is currently costs of these foods in thirteen munici-
working on amendments to Social palities acrossNovaScotia. Thecheap-
Assistance policie5. This response est available foods were always used, 

~ suggests that issues such as hunger and (i.e., no name brands.}The last step was 
malnutrition are not concerns burning to compare what it actually costs to 
withintheheartsofourpublicofficials. feed this family and the amount of 
Well fed people have little sense of our money people on Social Assistance 
urgency. They seem to have no prob- receive for their food allowance. The 
lem at all putting these and related report states, "It is clear that rates of-

"We must celebrate even 
smal I victories in order to 
strengthen ourselves for 
the rest of the long slow 
walk to f u II equality" 

Advisory Council on the Status of Women 
Suite 207, Purdy's Wharf 
1959 Upper Water Street 
Halifax, N.S. 
Phone: (902) 424-8662: 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box745, Halifax, N.S. B3J 2T3 

Advisory Council on 
the Status of Wol'f!_en 
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FEEDING A FAMILY OF FOUR IN NOVA SCOTIA 
Monthly Food Allowances vs Actual Costs 

( 1988 
--. ---- -

Dgby Lnbg N MinWndsrS Har Hfax Truro N Syd N 

COMMUNITY 
- ALN ALNCE FED ALNCE 

Graphic taken from How do the Poor Afford to Eat 
fered by most municipalities are 
grossly below what is needed to 
adequately feed families in Nova Sco-
tia." 

Other tidbits from the report reveal 
some very alarming information about 
the general health of Nova Scotians. 
For example, we have a higher preva-
lence of obesity, and higher mortality 
rates from cancer and circulatory dis-
eases than the rest of Canada. It also 
points out that low income groups more 
often suffer from deficiencies of such 
nur:rients as: riboflavin, vitamin C, Co-
lic acid, vitamin A, iron, vitamin B6, 
magnesiQm.and vitamin B12. 

Reading the report and talking to 
other oppressed poor women about 
never having enough food in the fridge 
reminded me of some of my own child-
hood experiences of being raised in a 
poor family. I remember that twice as a 
child there was nothing in our house to 
eat My mother was responsible for 
providing food in our family. She 
would walk to work, scrub some white 
woman's floor, and on her way home 
she would stop at the grocery store and 
buy food. I guess she just had no work 
to go to on those two days, because if 

she could have, she would have. I will 
never forget the sad and pained look on 
her face when she couldn't give her 
kids something to eat. 

As a child I did not understand that 
my life was resr:ricted and controlled 
because we were poor. I know that 
now. I also know now that having 
enough and the right foods to eat are 
conducive to learning. So many chil-
dren from poor homes think that they 
are stupid, but if the r:ruth be known 
they probably don't do so great in 
school because their little minds are not 
properly nourished. The report high-
lights this very importlinttfact.. 

As a child, I knew what it was like 
to function in two worlds. At school we 
were taught to eat foods carefully cho-
sen from the the four basic food groups, 
but when I returned home for a lunch 
consisting of baloney sandwiches and 
kool-aid, what could I say to my worn 
out Mother, "Oh Mom could you pop 
out and get some two-percent milk, a 
can of tuna fish and some of that 
yummy Harmony Farms whole wheat 
bread ... and Mom don't forget the 
fruit." 

As a teen-ager I incorporated more 

3115 Veith Street 453-4320 

VEITH HOUSE 
Counselling Literacy Training/Tutoring 
Advocacy Adult Upgrading 
Pre-School Self-help for Birth Parents 
Ceramics Seniors Programs 

\.. Domestic Violence Treatment Program 

Get Plugged In! 

Buy the 
Woman to Woman Directory 

On Sale at Newstands 
artd the Red Herring Book Store 

self-hatred for sneaking into the fridge 
and drinking the last of the milk which 
I knew was being saved for someone 
who had not yet had any. But I could 
not help myself. When a person goes 
without certain foods a real craving sets 
in and cravings are hard to resist. 

Now, as a mother I continually walk 
to and from the grocery stores carrying 
those damn plastic bags which I am 
sure have stretched my arms an· extra 
foot in length. I buy the same items 
every time and in small quantjties, al-
ready knowing that I will run out and 
have to borrow .from my neighbour. 
No, ii has not exactl1been a pichitiland 
I, for one, am not optiinistic about any 
super keen task force Tom Mcinnis 
might have put together to advocate on 
my behalf. The Nova Scotia govern-
ment has allowed me to fight hunger 
and malnutrition for thirty-three years; 
why would it suddenly have a change 
of morality now? 

I applaud the Nova Scotia Nutrition 
Council for its good and important 
work. However, it is up to us, the op-
pressed poor, to liberate ourselves from 
poverty and hunger. It is vitally impor-
tant that poor people develop a class 
consciousness. It is the only way for us 
to regain our self-worth in a class soci-
ety. Do not be misguided, our children 
going to bed and then to school with 
empty stomachs is not an unfortunate 
oversight or a mistake. Hunger is a very 
effective tool of oppression. It is meant 
to keep us powerless and it will only if 
we let it. Things will not change in our 
favour just on their own and most cer-
tainly not from any government task 
force. We must create change. We 
know that we are going without food, 
we do not need any more task forces or 
studies to tell us so. 

Those well polished government 
and public officials know that we do 
not have enough money for the food we 
need. They eat too and they know the 
amount of their grocery bill. They also 
know what they've ok'd for social 
assistance food rates and the minimum 
wage. Yes, they presently have the 
power to make such decisions, but we 
are the people and ultimately we assign 
the power. Do not underestimate the 
power of the ballot! Also, we must not 
stop once our own families are satis-
fied. For as much as the oppressed poor 
in Nova Scotia are denied good food, 
we must remember that three quarters 
of the world's population is literally 
wasting away and this too is our re-
soonsibilitv. 



(Photo by Lori J. Meserve) 
Marion cameron of the Parent Resource Centre 

Marlon Cameron 
I am_one of the many low income mothers who are trying to make it by 

themselves. I am a single mother of three children, ages 14, 5, and 2. I find it very 
hard to keep food on the table for a family of four. 

I support my family working two and a half days a week. Very often I end up 
going to the food bank or the churches and the Salvation Army. I find these places 
are trying to do goodforpeople but if you arenotonassisstance they wanttoknow 
why you need food. If my children weren't hungry I would not have a need to go 
to these places, but ttying to explain that to these people is like talking to a wall. 
I feel that if food prices werenotrising all the time, we low income families would 
not have to rely on these people or organizations to help feed our families and low 
income families would not be suffering from malnutrition. This is my opinion-
one of the low income women who knows what it is like not to have enough food 
in the house. 

Marion Cameron is currently employed at the Parent Resource Center in 
Uniacke Square in the North End of Halifax. She is involved in a number of 
programs that the Center offers to women in the area. Pandora wishes to thank 
Marion for her concern and honesty about the seriousness of surviving in a system 
which sees fit to take advantage of women in the work force by not paying them 
a decent wage. 

AdsumHouse 
an emergency shelter 

for women and children 
•food 
•shelter 
•clothing 
•advocacy & referral services 
•budget & nutrition counselling 

2421 Brunswick Street 
Halifax 

429-4443 423-4433 

This ad is sponsored by 
the Centre for Continuing Studies 

Dalhousie University 

Poverty -is violence 
Low income women protest 
poverty and fa-iling welfare system 

Tina Goree 
My firSt: experience with Mother's 

Assistance began when I became preg-
nant at the age of 18. At that time I was 
in grade 11 and because of my condi-
tion I felt I had to leave school and had 
no choice but to go on welfare. Two 
years later I became pregnant again and 
the dreadful cycle continued. 

Over the years I felt compelled to 
stay at home while my children were in 
pre-school. When they were older I 
went out and found a job. I worked very 
hard for very little money. At times I 
could not pay the oil bill and we went 
without heat for weeks in the winter. 

I can also remember once after 
paying my oil bill and rent I had five 
dollars left for food to feed me and my 
two children until I received my next 
paycheck. Fortunately a church helped 
me out for the next two weeks. I worked 
at this job for three years until my hours 
were changed. Tiris made it impossible 
for me to work and take care of my 
children. So back on welfare I went, 
much to my dismay. I finally realized 
that I had to get my education to find a 
good paying job. 

I am telling this story because I get 
so angry when I hear people say 
''Women on welfare are lazy and they 
don't want to work." I am not lazy and 
I do want to work, but I have to work at 
a job where the income at least provides 
for the basic needs. Speaking for my-
self, being on welfare with the little bit 
of money I receive for food, I find it a 
struggle to make sure the children get 
their proper nutrition. It comes as no 
surprise to my chilch'en when they hear 
me say, "There is no food." People 
must remember that women on welfare 
want the same things for their children 
as they do for their own. 

QQQQQ 
Tina Goree is a Black single mom 

of two girls aged 12 and 10. Tina has 
lived in the Halifax North End for the 
past nine years. She is actively in-

TUNS 
GRADUATE 

STUDIES 

Call: 
Registrar 

429-8300 
TODAY 

TUNS 

valved in the Children's Clothing provide for even the basic necessities 
Centre at Trinity Church and is a such as food and heat. Pandora invites 
member of the recently founded Black other women who are suffering under 
Justice Committee. She is hoping to similar oppressions to write also--
return to school this fall. Pandora until something is done about the fail-
thanks Tina for telling us her story ing welfare system in 'Nova Scotia, 
about the everyday struggles of having such blatant injustice can never be 
to live on a welfare check that does not talked about too much. 

Supplement on Violence 
The September issue of Pandora will 

include a special supplement which will 
focus on violence against women. Violence 
can be emotional, physical, sexual ~d ver-
bal. Suggested topics are: woman battering 
(in lesbian and heterosexual relationships), 
rape, sexual harassment (on the streets and 
on the job), incest, sexual assualt, violence 
against lesbians, racial violence, how each of 
us protects ourselves and each,other from 
violence, and the positive ways we have 
handled violence. 

We would like to hear from women 
who have experience of violence, either on a 
personal level, through work or other ways. 

We would like personal stories. If you 
want to write but are nervous about it, please 
call us or if you tell us your story we will 
work with you to write it. Catherine Lambert 
is co-ordinating this supplement and is very 
willing to talk with women about topics and 
writing. 

You can reach Catherine at 422-1317 
(work) or 455-3866 (home). 

The deadline for submissions is July 15, 
1988. Send all materials to Pandora. 
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Women centre research 

Frontline work 
not reflected in 
funding picture 

Andrea Currie 
Women's centre funding in Nova 

Scotia is the topic of a six month re-
search project sponsored by the Cana-
dian Congress for Learning Oppor-
tunties for Women (CCLOW). The 
five women's Centres in the province, 
Sheet Harbour, Antigonish, New 
Glasgow, Truro, and Bridgewater have 
no stable funding. Shon term, project-
related grants from federal sources like 
the Secretary of State Women's Pro-
gram do not provide the security which 
the women's centres need to develop 
their programs and 'Sel'Vices for maxi-
mum effectiveness. 

The Nova Scotia chapter of 
C.C.L.O.W., in consultation with the 
women's centres, applied for and re-
ceived a grmt from the Seaetary of 
State Women's Program to study this 
problem. And,ea Currie was hired as 
reacucher to s tudy this program. One 
of the main questions the research is 
addressing is the lack of provincial 
government funding for women's 
centres. 

The Jeaem:h process bu involved 
group inlmYicws with woman c:entre 
staff Ind members to get a fairly de-
tailed overview of the vuious kinds of 
work that women's centres do Ind the 
amowit of work done in these Vllrious 
areas. Anodla' put of the resemch has 
been to examine the mmdales and re-
sponsibilities of several provincial 
govamment departmenls and to see 
how these responsibilities are linked 
with the work of Nova Scotia's 
wOmell's centres. An inventory of 
grants available to women's centres 
from provincial soun:es is in the wmb. 

Some of the other aspects of the 
research include 111 overview of pro~ 
vincia]/lmitorial funding of woman's 
centres in other provinces and territo-
ries, grants available from other levels 
of government, and "how-to" guide-
lines for making use of Canadim As-
sistance Plan (C.A.P .) funding which is 
the federal-provincial transfer pay-
ments made for work in the area of 
social services. 

The research shows that an 
enormous amo\Ult of co\UlSelling, re-
ferral, and advocacy is being done by 
the women's centres to assist women 
on social assistance, involved in legal 
matters, needing housing, physical and 
mental health care and accessing edu-
cational opportunities. 

Several other interesting points 
have emerged in the research. For in-
stance, the libraries in the centres seem 
to function like a women's sectiori of 
the local public and school libraries, 
with teachers and librarians referring 
students and the general public to the 
women's centres for information. 
Teachers also use the resources them-
selves for class preparation. 

Women's centres play an active 
role in the ongoing education and pro-
fessional development of social work-
ers, police, and health care workers, as 
well as teachers, in their commWlities, 
through the distnbution of materials on 
AIDS, and through workshops on top-
ics like sexual usault. And the 
women's centres serve as community 
centres in a broader sense, providing 
meeting space, use of office equip-
ment, and offering advice and support 
to other community groups. 

Common to all the centres is a prob-
lem with space: the affordlhle pblces 
are inM:ces&ible to pbysically-chal-
lenged women, md too llDID. Bodi of 
these things limit the progr11D1 and 
services the women's cemres are able 
to offer. 

The main issue which becomes 
clear through all of this ii the lade of 
povincial funding. Women's centres 
are doing a gratdeal of work that falls 
directly into areas of provincial gov-
emmentresponsibility. ney erefront-
line, 1ppro11:hable plices where 
women go-m essential link in the 
pocess of getting their needs met. The 
work of those administering provincial 
programs in social services, health, 
education, and legal aid ii made eaier 
and more effective by the women's 
centres. Yet there is next to no funding 
from the province to recognize and 
support this work. 

In an attempt to do something about 
this, the women's centres have joined 
together in a campaign to lobby candi-
dates in the upcoming election on this 
issue. Candidates will be asked what 
they will do, if elected, to ensure stable 
core funding for women's centres in 
Nova Scotia. When a provincial elec-
tion is called, an informational bro-
chure will be distributed, encouraging 
people to lobby their candidates on this 
issue. Everyone is encouraged to par-
ticipate in this campaign to help 
strengthen the important work of the 
women's centres. 

.. 

902 422-6654 

1820 Hollis Street 4th Floor Halifax Nova Scotia 83J 1 W4 
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Two of our Veith 1-Jouse Neighbours 
Cheryl Downton and Noreen Richard are Pandora's neighbours at Veith House. Noreen, the co-ordinator of 
the Headway Education Program, shares our Dfftce and Cheryl works with Project New Stan and counsels 
women who have been In battering or Incest situations. Photo by Brenda Conroy. 

Helen Caldicott's love for our planet 
a powerful mix of passion and fact 

M.te P8lurel 
On April 28 I attended a lecture 

sponsored by several local peace 
groups. The lect;ure wu on nuclear 
diNnnament and featured Dr. Helen 
Caldicoct who has written two books on 
die subject and has stmed in the film// 
YotilAtle TllU Pland. The lecture WU 
part of a nation-wide tour in support of 
rhe Camdiari Peace Pledge Campaign. 

I went to rhe lecture not quite know-
ing what to expect. I somehow pictured 
a lecture put on by a "scientist" full ~f 
"scientific" flCIS and jargon. Inslad I 
sat caplivaled for two straight hours by 
a vibrant, dynamic and inspiring 
womm-a womm who atone moment 
hldthe~laughingatrhestupid
ity of our politicians and at the next 
moment hid us dumbfounded and 
horrified at the rhe situation our world 
is in. Dr. Caldicott stood up there and 
gave out rhe straight facts. She cut 
through all of the scientific jargon and 
propaganda from both sides and gave 
us REALITY. Not reality couched in 
neutral terms and padded with fancy 
language, but reality based on facts. 
Facts such as: 

•Our politicians (i.e. Reagan, Mul-
roney, etc.) are "functionally illiterate" 
when it comes to nuclear issues; 

•It is the big corporations that con-
trol and profit from the arms race; 

•That one trillion dollars per year is 
spent on the arms industry world-wide; 

•That there is no need for nuclear 
weapons in Europe because there are 
enough nuclear power plants to set off 

A 
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to 
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a nuclear chain :reaction if .aackcd 
with conventional weapons; 

•The chances of an acddmttll 
rruclearwsrincreaseseveryyeu,espe-
cially since~ 

•A de~ explmultion of wha& 
Yt'OUlcl haJJPllD to Halifax if a nuclea' 
bomb exploded here and Whal would 
happen to the world during a nuclar 
wu; and 

•The amount of dlmege that could 
ocCur to our ocean if there wu nuclear 
melt-down in ooe of our proposed 
nuclear submarines. 

By rhesound ofit, me would expect 
that • the end of this lecture the aucli-
ence would be left with hopelessness 
and despair. 

On the contruy, we were left with 
feelings of shock and horror, but also 
anger. There was a realization that 

something has to be done and that we as 
people have the power to do things. 

It seemed like the whole lecture 
revolved uound two questions-what 
ere we doing (to our future and our 
children's future) and wlu&can we do 
(10 s&op this process towuds nuclear 
deslrUctioa). 

The lllSWet to fhe fitst qoe&tioh is 
that we ue blindly setting ourselves up 
towmds nuclear cremalion. The an-
swer to the second question is not as 
sll'aightf orward. 

Dr. Caldicoct did give suggestions 
such as educating ourselves and our 
politicians and supporting those politi-
cians who advocate for a nuclear free 
Canada. Unfortunllely ~is no one 
standard answer for everyone. It is a 
question that we have to answer for 
ourselves. 

Women's Employment Outreach 

2nd floor 
5194 Blowers Street 
Halifax, N.S. 
422-8023 
(free childcare) 

Sponsored by 
Halifax YWCA 

Funded by 
CEIC 

offers free workshops for women in: 
•Resume writing 
.Job search techniques 
•Interview skills 
·Upgrading and retraining courses 
•Assertiveness training 
.confidence building 

Workshops start the first Tuesday of every month 



Prostitution laws used to 
control women's sexuality 
throughout history 

Anne S. Derrick that Parliament no longer deemed it nee- in relation to criminal law. Oruy the 
Laws have been used for centuries essary for the protection of society that Federal Government has the Consti-

to control ihe activities of women prostitutes be "prohibited from flouting tutional ability to enact criminal law 
working on the streets as prostitutes. their immorality." The Court went on to in Canada. The Supreme Court of 
The women and their activities have say that it was no longer necessary to Canada found that a province or 
been subject to criminal sanction, but "curb the movements of the morally municipality was not entitled to 
prostitution itself has never been made unclean." Perhaps, the Court pondered, control or punish prostitution. 
illegal. The laws have imposed crimi- "it had become more difficult to deter- Other municipalities in Canada, 
nal sanctions onimproverished women mine who were, in fact, the morally clean including Halifax, copied the Cal-
selling their sexuality in order to sur- members of society." gary municipal by-law. The Halifax 
vive. This article will only deal with These soliciting provisions stated by-law was in place for approxi-
laws relating to street solicitation that every ?erso~ who solicited any per- mately three months before the 
which have evolved in response to a son in a public place for the purpose of W estendorp case decided such 
patriarchial moral code and the gentri- prostitution was guilty of an offence mechanisms were unconstitutional. 
fication of Canadian c~ties . punishable on summary conviction. Throughout tho~ three months, 

In the years befqre Confederation. After 1972 therefore, it was no longer however, women in Halifax were 
police in Halifax used vagrancy laws to an offence in Canada to merely be a charged, convicted and fined. 
control the streets. Such laws included prostitute, but it was an offence to solicit Following the failure of the mu-
as offenders persons who were "idle for the purpose of prostitution. However, nicipal by-law mddel, various prov-
and disorderly," "vagabonds" and "of in 1978, the Supreme Court of Canada inces tried the injunctive relief route, 
lewd behaviour." Although prostitutes decided in the HY!! case that only persis- initiating civil actions for injunctive 
were not specifically referred to, it is tentsolicitingforthepurposeofprostitu- reliefagainstnameddefendantpros-
likelythatwomen working as titutes. In Jtme, 1984, the 
prostitutes were arrested pur- h d Attorney General of British 
suant to these categories. ••• aWS ave Impose Columbia successfully en-
Subsequent vagrancy legis- . joined 350 named defen-
lation defined categories of cr1m1na sanctions dants alleged to be prosti-
undesirablestreetpeople, but . tutes from certain conduct 
womenclassedasprostitutes on 1mpovenshed women engagedinforthepurpose 
were not specifically referred of prostitution. With the in-
to .in vagrap<:Y. legislation Selling their Sexuality junction in place, certain 
until l~(i9. , types of conduct were pro-

u( the 1869 Federal va- in Order. tO SUrYiVe. h.t~ited. ~~lure .to com~ly 
grancy act, vagrants were with the mjUDctJ.On earned 
defmed in part as: "All com- the threat of civil contempt 
mon prostitutes or night proceedingsforviolationof 
"'.~~Woif~e~ J!t ,the._. _gel~ .. :P!>f lion . ~t{tut~l!11- .off~<:;~~~· C!i~t ~ q>l!J'.t,prqer. , . w , ~, ,: . _ 
gmng a saustact,o.ry account of them- helJ that as~ enactment of s.I 95.1.was ThiJ; MlP~Oa<;h was~ c;wi.c:d py 
selves." This legislation left no doubt intended to prvhibit contributions to the Province of Nova Scotia, with a 
that a woman who worked as a prosti- public inconvenience and tmrest, there different result In December, 1984, 
tute could be arrested and convicted had to be some. actual contribution to the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia 
merely for .~ing a prostitute and for public inconvenience on the part of the refused to grant the provin¢al Anor-
failing to give a satisfactory account of accused. Something more than standing ney General's application for an in-
herself. The very fact of being a prosti- on street comers talk,ing to passers by junction against 47 named defen-
tute had been made an offence and was required to attract criminal liability. dan1s alleged to be prostitutes (all 
courts interpreting this legislation held Convictions under the soliciting pro- women) because it fotmd that the 
that the purpose of it was "to prevent visions of the Criminal Code were very province, by trying to use its civil 
solicitation by prostitutes, and adver- difficult to obtain because of the legal powers to control prostitution was in 
tising and flouting of their immorality, requirement that solicitation be pressing fact invading the Federal jurisdiction 
in such open and public places, and to and persistent In response to this, Pro- with respect to criminal law. 
curb the movement of the morally vincial and Municipal G<wernments Inthefaceofthesefailuresandas 
unclean." (R. v. Jackson (1917), On- throughout Canada resorted to other the result of considerable pressure 
tario) legal mechanisms in an-attempt to con- from residents' groups and police 

Even more offensive were other trol the activities of women working as departments across the country, the 
provisions in the Federal Criminal prostitutes. A first such attempt was a Federal Government enacted Bill C-
Code dealing specifically with native municipal by-law enacted by the Cal- 49, an amendment to the Criminal 
lndianwomenwhobecameprostitutes. gary City Council which attempted,-------------
Obviously the Federal Parliament had under the guise of controlling of streets, 
decided that racially non-specific laws to control the conduct of women work-
did not adequately deal with the native ing as prostitutes. Women were arrested 
prostitute, such a distinction being an and charged under the by-law. Such 
extreme form of institutionalized ra- convictionsdidnotfall withintheCrimi-
cism. nal Code; nevertheless, fines were levied 

The status offence of being a "com- and the otherwise legal business of street 
mon prostitute" was repealed in 1972 prostitution was disrupted. 
andreplaccdintheCriminalCodebys. The Calgary municipal by-law was 
195 1 which dealt with solicitation. It eventually challenged and the Supreme 
was held by the Ontario Court of Ap- Court of Canada in the Westendorp 
peal in Regina v. Monroe (1938), that decision (1983) declared it to be uncon-
the repeal of the legislation indicated stitutionalasitinvadedFederalauthority 
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Code, which broadens the type of con-
duct which can be described as solicit-
ing and enlarges the raJJge of activities 
which can be subject to criminal sanc-
tion. On December 20, 1985, when the 
law was pioclaimed, it becaz:ne an of-
fence in Canada to communicate or at-
tempt to communicate for the purpose 
of P,{OStitu!iOJL .'.fhe fir~ ~ts· ~k 
place in Halifax on January 2, 1986. 

Woinen 8nd customers .were ar-
restro: ' alih.ough in disprqportionate 
numbers, and were convicted and fmed 
for communicating or atte~ptini to 
communicate for the purpose of prosti; 
tution. In only one case in Halifax was a 
conviction J1S a resuh o.f a citizen's 
complaint 

All the remaining convictions of 
women were as a result of women at-
tempting to communicate for the pur-
pose of prostitution with an undercover 
police officer masquerading as a cus-
tomer. 

The effect of th~ new law was felt 
across the country t:iut there were even-
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tual challenges to it, one coming from a 
customer inNo\'.a Scotia who success-
fully appealed hjs conviction in the-
Nova Scotia Court of Appeal. 

OnMay22, 1987, theNovaScotia 
Court of Appeal struck down the new 
amendments to the Criminal Code as 
being in violation of Charter-protected 
~of elq)fession a¢,l.$50cla-u 
tiorL. Thi Alkrtacaurt,.of ~aisQ!) 
struckdowntheamendments,altfi<?ugh 
they w,ere upheld by the Manitoba 
Court of Appeal. These cases are now 
on appeal to the Supreme Court of 
Canada, althou!P! it is not expected that 
the Court willhea'rthem untilnextyear. 

In the mCantime, women continue 
to be arrested in some provinces for 
communicating for the purpofC of 
prostitution. Irrespective of what the 
Supreme Court of Canada says about 
the constitutionality of the solicitation 
laws, working women will continqe to 
work Canadian streets, having endured 
of necessity for centuries despitecrinii-
nal sanctions and other hardships. 

Stepping $t~ne ~r0¥ides 
m~ny services to w~men 

Stepping Stone is a new program conversation are available. 
offering co~ive services to A Drop-In' is. operated Th~ 
women and youth engaged in street evenings from 9:3b pm to 1:30 ~at 
prostitulionwhomayormaynotwishto the Y.W.C.A., J239 Barrington ·St. 
exit from this life, and to women and (dowmtairs and tum left). It offm) he 
youth who bj virtue of past experiences same,1CITT'ices ai'those available aithe 
and/or th~ir ~eni;liresty~ are at-{isk ~'.!l~ C-arter. The pro~am ~ 
of becoming involved. 9~u Emergency Relocatmg S~-
. The progr.!lfil offers fiv~~- ;~~~in which secret, safe accommoqa-
1ces. In the Streetworker Service, Wm'k- 'tum can be arranged for those ~-
ers patrol the "stroll" distri~ts of JW- mined to be in danger and wishllig to 
ifax. The workers make contact.with utilize this service. Lastly there i:5 a 
women and youth. on .the streets ll?d Streetproofing Service offered. ~ is 
provide crisis intervention, practical operated as part of the Personal Safety 
information,· and support ~ referrals Program for Adolescents that is beiDg 
to appropriate resource$ and agencies. offered through Services for Sexual 
The Resource Center is located at 2224 Assault Victims. The program offers 
Maitland Street which women and preventative education at the Junior 
youth may utilize to access the same >High School level and will soon -ex-
services listed above and toobtain assis- pand to Senior High Schools. 
tance in seeking long-term solutions , For more information. contact 
and support the Center is open from 9 Stepping Stone, 2224 Maitland Str~t, 
anito5pmMondaylDFridayarl'dinfor- ' Halifax,N.S.,B3K2Z9,orphone4W-
mation brochures, books, coffee, and 0103 . 
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The following is a very condensed vu-
sionojtwoOM-hoflr radio programs by 
Cheryl Lean and Sally CliM. The pro-
granuwl!Te broadcast onCBC'.s/DEAS 
.soia in October 1987. They will~ re-
broadcast on 111111! l .st and 8th on CBC 
Radio AM at 9:05 pm. The conUnsa.-
tion was done by Brenda Conroy. 
CCBCRadio 

Reader: Food is an instantgratifier. 
Women are extremely oppressed in our 
culture. They have access to food in a 
way that they don't have access to 

•power, and when they take food when 
they're not lnmgry, it makes them feel 
good. Sometimes having something to 
eat is the best thing that happens to a 
woman in her day. 

Sally CHne: It is ambiguous. The 
paradox for woman is that, in theory our 
bodies are the most important assets we 
have, but in practice, in real life, our 
bodies if 1D1C0ntrolled can never, ever 
be acceptable. We try and control our 
bodies a5 a desperate substitute for 
controlling the real issues in our lives, 
over which we have no control It's a 
strange thing. in a society where women 
ccostitute half the world's population, 
perform nearly two thirds of the world's 
work. receive only one-tenth of the 
world's income, and own only one 
hundredth of the world's wealth, what 
western women wony lbout most is 
whelher we can weigh ten pounds less. 
Most women I know really believe, if 
you don't want to lose out, lose weighL 

Suzy Orbach: who wt.Ole the be-
stseller, Fat is a Feminist Issue, ahd who 
has recently written HlDlger Strike 
about anorexia, thinks that this l)eW ' . 
very skinny image has contributed to 
the pat rise of women's food disor-
ders. 

You've got a phenomenon now 
where I think it's 80% of nine-year old 
San Franciscan girls are dieting al-
though they 're not fat by any stretch of 
the imagination. Now you've got to 
account for that kind of a situation 
where nine year olds are believing that 
the solution to their ixoblems of being 
nine year olds is food deprivation. So in 
that sense of course, it's a real comment 
on our society. 

Pandora June 1988 Page 12 

_., 

I knew I WIS grown up the first time 
I went on a diet. It was like I was as big 
as my molher, right, because mother 
always dieted. So it was a rite of pas-
sage, but it's also a feminine rite of 
passage wJµch is dqxivation. 

Toni Lalcllaw: Women as body is 
made so overly visible that she is also 
vulnenble. Not only is her body seen as 
her sourte of power, our source of 
power, it's also our grea&est vulnerabil-
ity. We are raped. we are battered, we 
are hurt at all turns, through pornogra-
phy and my number of ways, day after 
day- because of the visibility of our 
bodies. It's a IOsing' prOposition for 
~\<; 

Ghel'fl Leu: Wlm we do to our 
bodies, ll}ting to be thin, is abusive. 
Dieting and deprivation are so routine 
that we don't even question them. Our 
obsessions with food and fatness are 
tied up with our stllUS as women in this 
soc;iety, so we monitor our bodies to try 
to hold on to power, power we don't 
even have. We're judged as bodies but 
our bodies are never really acceptable. 

We ought also to look at the ex-
treme end of the spectrwn, conditions 
like compulsive eating, anorexia, 
bulernia--the binge and vomit syn-
drome. Anorexia seems to me to indi-

cate a kind of self-loathing, body hat-
ing. 

Sally Cline: Most women do hate 
their bodies. What is significant is that 
the actual si:ze or shape of the woman 
seems to have very little bearing on the 
extent of the self-loathing. It's almost as 
though women's self-loathing leaves us 
feeling we're not entitled. 

Suzy Orbach thinks anorexics are 
involved in a political struggle. She 
even calls her most recent book HlDlger 
Strike as a way of honouring them. 

Suzy Orbach: I suppose what fi-
nally came to me was that they had a 
cause that they were fighting but they 
couldn't articulate iL The cause was, if 
you like, their own selfhood, and if 
they'd had a cause that they could have 
articulated, like a hunger striker, then 
they could have been able to express it 
differently. Anothe£ misconception of 
anorexia is that the person isn'thlDlgry. 
Well, thepointis, thepersonisstarving. 
They're dying to eaL It takes the most 
enonnolis effort not to eaL It's an act of 
enormous courage and desperation. 
very much like somebody who's on a 
political lnmger strike. 

Toni Laidlaw: Women who don't 
eat, such as anorexics, are trying to 
maintain some sense of power; trying to 
maintain some sense of control, trying 
to in a way almost just disappear, make 
their bodies invisible. And I can under-
stand that feeling. I mean, I cm under-
stand wmting to be invisible as a female 
in a society that places so much empha-
sis on women's bodies wben they have 
no control over them. 

Cheryl Lean: But what about 
bulemia? According to Troy Cooper, 
for every anorexic woman. there are ten 
bulemic women, and you hardly ever 
hear lbout them. 

Sally Cline: We don't hear about 
them because it's an exllemely private 
food disorder. Bulemic women want to 
keep their habit of vomiting to them-
selves. Troy says there are two kinds of 
~agmatic and control ori-
ented bulemia. She says that pragmatic 
bulemia is essentially vomiting to con-
trol your weight, after you've been 
binging, so I asked her, ''Well, what is a 
binge? Is this an ordinary meal?" .She 
said, well, it could be if it was followed 
by two or three ice cream sundaes which 
you wish you hadn't had. More often, 
it's an exceptionally heavy meal, or 
even things like tin after tin of cold rice 
pudding and cold spaghetti, or, cold 
pizza, preceded by a tin of tomatoes. 
Andlsaid, "Well, what are the tomatoes 
for?"And she said bulemics often use 
tomatoes as a coloured marker so they 
know what to bring up. 

Troy Cooper: For some women, for 
a variety of reasons, the process of bing-
ing and vomiting then becomes impor-
tant for other reasons: it comes to fulfil 
certain emotional needs. For example, 
you may leacla very tidy, very success-
ful life as a business woman, but you 
can 'tregularly explode or erupt in anger 
at people who. work for you, or ·at cus-
tomers, oreven atyourownfallly, who 
may .not understand. the strain you're 
undc:rtaking in the double role of wife/ 
mother and business woman. 11ien a 
bulemic episode, binging and then 
being violently sick, can in fact be a 
very good mimicking of a release of 
tension and anger. 

Dale Spender: Men who've got pot 
bellies can well compensate with big 
wallets, but I don't think that women 
have got my other real compensation. I 
mean, I think the fat, sloppy woman is 
about the worst image our society bu, 
and I don't think it's salvaged by the fat, 
good humoured womm. It's about the 
worst thing that could be said of a 
1ruman being in white western society. 

Prudence Jones: These women's 
flon-acceptance of their bodies is very, 
very deep and it's been reinforced in 
recent years by the health craze. Once 
upon a time, the slimming industry said 
you have to be slim to be beautiful and 

acceptable, and feminists cocked a 
snook at that, and now the slimming 
industry says you have to befiL It's still 
aeon. 

Sally CHne: I think we are being 
conned into associating thinness with 
good health. Losing weight is only 
accomplished by ixolonged starvation. 
That's not healthy. Dieting is danger-
ous. The dangers of dieting greatly 
exceed the dangers of fatness 

I think fat oppression is the one key 
area that both feminists and civil hber-
tarians have not yet looked aL The idea 
that fatness equals badness can be seen 
as the ultimate weapon against women 
in an already misogynistic culture. Fat-
nes~ is socially constructed so that it's 
seen as a personal ixoblem for women, 
and that focus on the individual, that 
way that we blame the victim. prevents 
us from seeing that discrimination 
against fat women is a structural ixob-

1em. It's like wife battering, where it 
used to be thought of as the woman's 
faulL I would question the whole notion 
that there's mything wrong with being 
faL 

The problem is not the fat woman 
being fat, the ixoblem is how fat women 
are treated because ofiL We don 'tsolve 
racism by bleaching everyone's skin 
white. We don't suggest blades or gays 
use will power to change their skin 
colour or their sexual orientation, but 
wedosuggestfatwomenusewillpower 
and every available destructive tool to 
achieve thinness. 

Christine Donakl: I've always 
been called faL I started to be what I 
would think of as fat when I was about 
eight, so it's a strong part of my identity 
for myself. At the momenl, I weigh 250 
pounds, so I think I'm classifiably fat, 
but it's now obvious to me that there are 
women out there who weigh 100 
pounds and less who still think of them-
selves as faL I can't see myself that 
there's anything actually wrong with 
being faL I mean there's an enormous 
mythology about fat being lDlhealthy 
and this, that and the other, and I would 
like to put in that most of the symptoms 
that are supposedly unhealthy that fat 
people have are actually stress sym~ 
toms and symptoms that are suffered by 
any kind of opiressed minority. 

Cheryl Lean: It's amazing.justhow 
little evidence there really is connecting 
women's fatness to bad health. Most of 
the studies lin1cing high blood pressure 
and coronary disease with obesity were 
done-on.male subjects,.~ that 
have used women found their subjects 
through diet groups, and we already 
know that dieting itself is danprous. 
Dr. Rubin Andres of the National Insti-
tute of Ageing in Baltimore made some 
surprising findings. He found that 
people who gain weight as they age . 
actually live longer. He found that 
women and men should weigh about the 
same. And he also says that the type of 
body fat typical of most women is quite 
healthy. 

Toni Laidlaw: Women who are 
deemed fat in our culture are less likely 
to get jobs, are less likely to get, quote, 
husbands,areconsideredsexuallylDl&t-
tractive and therefore are treated as 
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"non-sexual beings." I mean. this is a 
very serious fonn of oppression and it's 
therefore undetstandable that women 
who are fat by these standards are terri-
fied to remain that way. I mean, in very 
real terms, just as if they were black, just 
as if they are lesbian, they lose oUL They 
lose out on jobs, they lose out on relation-
ships, they lose out on respect, they lose 
out on power. 

Making your body be big in a way that 
is not acceptable to the male patriarchy in 
some ways is empowering, because it's 
saying, "I won't meet that standard. I 
don't want to be asexual being. I don't 
want to end up having no control over my 
body at all, which is to meet the standard 
of so-called beauty, so that men can do 
with my body what they choose. I don't 
want that. I don't want to be sexual in that 
way."They also say, "ldon'tevenknow 
what is sexual is for me," and I think 
they'ie talking for most women. All they 
know, somewhere, is that they don't buy 
the message that they've been given. 

Cheryl Lean: You know, we should 
want to cherish our bodies. After all, if we 
love ourselves and love women gener-
ally, then of comse we should accept our 
bodies the way they are. AJ¥l they're all 
different. We shouldn't all have to look 
like thin boys to be attractive. The ano-
iexic aesthetic, I believe, is hazardous, 
and dieting is actually dangerous. It 
~:compulsive eating. 

Sally Cline: Food is much more than 
what we eat. There is no area in a 
woman'• life quite like our relationship 
to food. It's an area that's fraught with 

1ariJ ;ron~.With longing, with dis-
gusL I think it's become evident that 
Western women generally relate to food 
in :an emotional way. Take myself, for 
instance. When I serve food to other 
people, it's an expression of love, and 
whenleatitmyseli, it's asymbolof self-
loathing. Our relationship to food has got 
a lot to do with our relationship to power. 
We use food differently from men be-
cause we don't have power, and by look-
ing at food, I think we can get at the kernel 
of the political relationship between 
women and men. 

TonJ Laidlaw: I was always judging 
myself in terms of how much I weighed. 
When I stop to think about that now, I 
decided my worth on the basis of some 

stupid number. So I think my most lib-
erating moment was the day I threw 
out my scales and I said this is outra-
geous, how can I decide what I'm 
worth based on that machine that gives 
me a number. 

Cheryl Lean: It seems truly crazy 
that we become ruled by a machine, 
but it's not all that easy to throw out 
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your scales either. You become very de-
pendent upon them. Let's take a look at 
what we 're doing. How many of us have 
aroutineofwakingupand weighing in? 
That's what I do. My whole day can 
depend upon that number. My state of 
mind depends on it, and if the numbers 
are up, I won't be able to eat today, at 
least not without guilL And if the num-
bers are down, I can celebrate. Each 
morning, I'm face to face with the fear 
of fat, and the consequences of being fat 
are pretty dismal. Fat women are op-
pressed. so no woman wants to Qe faL 
So we wage war. The enemy is faL 

Katina Noble: I think anger is one 
of the very key themes. For example, 
someone who can't be angry with her 
husband and he really annoys her, or her 
children, or whatever, and instead of 
actually being able to express it, it's all 
bottled up, allintcmalized, and then you 
can almost eat it down. You push the 
anger down with food. It's a very com-
mon thing, partly because it's a 
woman's problem. I mean. women are 
meant to be all sort of sweet and nice, 
and so therefore a lot of us don 'texpress 
iL 

Cheryl Lean: A lot of us who are 
mothers pass on to our children. par-
ticularly our daughters, this pattern of 
swallowing back anger. So when our 
children need a weapon to fight us with, 
they don't express their frustration or 
their hostility, what they do is they m-
use our food. Food can be a very power-
ful statement of rejection. This means 
that mothers and daughters are often 
locked into an uneasy ielati.onship over 
eating in which anger is never given an 
open airing. 

Sally CHne: I think what's going on 
areaseriesofcoerciveexpectationsthat 
women cannot meet and therefore feel 
guilt.aboUL Instead of feeling guilt, we 
should recognize that we ~ve aright to 
our anger. We are coerced, I think, into 
feeling bitter contempt for our bodies if 
they have the curves or the fullness 
which are perfectly appropriate for a 
malllre. woman'.s._body.~ are ~ced 
into believing that what we want is the 
adolescent boy's body with a flat chest 
and slim hips. 

This idea of fixing up our bodies or 
bits of our bodies is very curious. Oneof 
the worst things women do in this cul-
ture is to look at our bodies as if parts of 
them were in need of repair, as if they 
weren 'tpartof a whole person, as if they 
weren't part of us. 

Cheryl Lean: I bet you've seen 
women picking up pieces of their skin 
and squeezing it in disgust. "Look at 
this." 

Sally Cline: And when women 
pinch their tummies or poke at their 
thighs. what's happening is that we are 
hating the truth about ourselves. When 
we deny ourselves food because of that 
hate, we're denying the truth of our 
bodies, and then we'ie denying our-
selves power. When we objectify parts 
of our bodies, it's an expression of 
p-ofound alienation. To hate our bodies 
is to deny the reality of our lives, to 
respond to nothing more than a symbol. 

Fay Weldon: If you are fat, you feel 
a, failure. because you haven't managed 
to get thin. Forget everything else. I 
mean, I think it's ridiculous, Imean, itis 
obviously ridiculous-I suppose I 
haven 'tmade this properly clear-it is a 
ridiculous thing to want to be thin. But 
our lives are composed of ridiculous 
matters, you know, like wanting to look 
nice, or wanting to steal otbri women's 
men, or other women, or whatever, to 
do it by ]ilysical looks. 

Sally CUne: WhCIJ Fay W eldonfirst 
said that to us, I laughed. because I'd 
never thought quite how absurd a cul-
tural. matter it was, wanting to be thin. 
But absurd though it is, it has also be-
come a very serious problem. because if 
a woman is fat, she's alienated from the 
imposed cultural norm. which is ramr 
thin and getting thinner. 

A society that projects on to 
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women's bodies ·an unattainable slim 
ideal leaves us absolutely no response 
except the bizarre, extreme group in-
sanity of the compulsory life-long dieL 
Once we can Ieeognize that it is a cul-
tural stricture of women which sets up 
further disordered eating patterns, we 
canbegintoretaincontrolofthatareaof 
our lives. 

Cheryl Lean: And that means giv-
ing up the whole idea of dieting, and that 
means listening to our bodies, listening 
to our thoughts, and trying to under-
stand what our bodies are telling us. 
Anger, fear and guilt Ire real feelings. 

a~"" 
We have to recognize them and use 
them to change our lives. The alienation 
we f~l towards our, bodies, the way we 
try to reduce our siu, to take up less 
space, is symbolic of our invisibility in 
this culture. We've got to stop collabo-
rating. 

Tell me, Sal, do you think when 
women get bigger, they're actually 
trying to gain visibility? 

Sally Cline: For some women, that 
is true, that they have to come to terms 
with that as they ieintegrate with their 
bodies. We're going to look: at some of 
the methods women have been using to 
oven:ome alienation and to undastand 
the meaning of our emotional responses 
to food. Since Suzy Orbach's book. Fat 
is a Feminist Issue, came out almost ten 
years ago, new therapy groups have 

sprung up to help women reintegrate. 
Kadna Noble: We just start with a 

relaxation exercise, and then the 
women close their eyes and they imag-
ine they're at a party, and they're get-
ting bigger and bigger, and then they're 
gelling smaller and smaller, and they 
notice how they feel and what's going 
on. If you actually just allow yourself to 
sort of think yourself into the situation, 
a lot of things come from your uncon-
scious that you weren't aware of. And 
for a lot of women. what comes out 
which is Ieaily importaitt is that they 
have some vested interest in being big-
ger. 

Sally Cline: What we have to do 
then is to accept bigger, see the positive 
advantages. Instead of being removed 
andseparated&omourbodies, wehave 
to accept them as part of us. We need a 
new slogan-Don't lose weight, inte-
grate. . 

Cheryl Lean: And yet learning not 
to diet and feeling it's okay to be any 
size or shape you happen to be is actu-
ally pretty tough. That's because there 
is enonnous social pressure on you to fit 
In, to look righL . 

Sally Cline: But the right look is a 
social construction. The image of femi-
ninity is an artificial Cieatian of palriar-
chal culture. It's about time we broke 
down these cultural myths and media 
stereotypes. 

QQQQQ 
Cheryl Lean is a freelance jomnalist/ 
photographer who is currently studying 
law at Dalhousie University. 
Sally Cline lectures at Cambridge Uni-
yersity, England and is co- author with 
Dale S~ of t1!e book Refl«ting 
Men 
Brenda Conroy is a freelance writer and 
photographer who lives in Halifax. 
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Safer sex an important consideration 

AIDS a political challenge for women 
BrookHfil 
AIDS is a disease caused by a virus 

which beaks down the body's immune 
system. This disease is incurable, but 
through safe sex practices it is prevent-
able. 

In the following article I attempt to 
highlight some of the political issues 
associated with AIDS which affect 
women in particular and to identlfy 
what safer sex practices are. 

AIDS is proving to be most politi-
cal. First, our undaunting faith in tradi-
tional merucal science is being ques-
tioned as medical professionals 
struggle to answer even the mo8t basic 
questions about the disease. 

Questions arise daily about who 
will be responsible for the groV{ing cost 
of caring for the sick and dying' popula-
tion, most of whom are young, produc-
tive individuals. 

Because the disease was found 
most commonly among gay men in the 
Western World, there has' been a ten-
dency for govenunent and medical 
officials not to deal effectively with it 

The potential for blaming and 
scapegoating is significant, and talk of 
quarantining affected groups has be-
come common. 

Finally, the disease links into our 
society's two biggest taboos-sex and 
death. . 

AIDS has also linked the idea of 
sexual behaviour with consequence, a 
theme apparent prior to the sexual 
revolution of the 1960s. This concept is 

familiar to W o m e n unprotectedgaysexsince 1979,people 
wom~n who dominate the who are hemophiliac, or who have 
have always as-

1 
health care pro- received blood transfusions or blood 

sociated sex / / - fessions, which products between 1979 and November 
:with various are already 1985, and people of either sex whose 
consequences, """"- being unpacted sexual history you don t know). 
whether it be by the disease. 3. Have used semen from an artifi-
pregnancy or the Any hetero- cial insemination donor who is known 
idea of sex and sexual woman to be antibody positive or whose risk 
danger (i.e. fear contemplating status is unknown. 
of hurt, rape, pregnancy will Sex with anyone who is infected is 
assault or hu- need to ensure risky, as is sex with anyone whose 
miliation). that she herself sexual history is unknown. Leaming to 

The linking is not at risk, and talk about our sex history and to prac-
of sex to aconse- try to ensure that tice safer sex is imperative. 
quence is some- the child's fa- Semen, blood, vaginal fluids, urine 
what new to ther is not in- and feces can spread the virus during 
many men and fected. iinaI, vaginal and possibly oral sex. 
may well require Lesbians are Although minute quantities of the 
a change in their I not at high risk virus have been found in tears· and 
attitude towards sexuality. cally has forced the responsibility of for contracting AIDS, yet the disease saliva, kiss4J.g is considered a safe ac-

Clearly, if the disease pattern is to birth control on women. impacts their lives in many ways. tivity as there have never been any 
be slow~ men (gay and hetero alike) While this disease could potentially Firstly, they are affected by the ever proven cases of AIDS being spread this 
must begin to act responsibly in the usherinaneraofrestrictivebehavior,it growing homophobia incurred by the way. 
area of safer sex practices. offers the opportunity for society to recent anti-gay hate campaign which Safer sex practices basically ensure 

A radical reduction of sexually embrace a more liberal and responsible suggests that homosexuals are respon- that blood (including menstrual blood), 
transmitted diseases among gay men attitude towards sexuality. sible for this epidemic. Many lesbians semen, vaginal fluid, breastmillc, urine 
shows a commitment to adopting these Although until now the majority of have been and continue to be affected or feces from entering your partner's 
practicesnotyetreflectedinthehetero- persons with AIDS in North America by the AIDS-related deaths and ill- body through the mouth, vagina, anus 
sexual population. have been gay men, the disease can nesses of gay men they know. or through broken skin. For hetero-

Far from ~ resl!k:tive, .~ ·easily be transmitted to women during Many women, unaware Iha! the dis- sexuals, this means using a condom. 
could be a liberating proce5s ·as indi- heterosexual sex, making knowledge ease cannot be ttansmitted through During oral sex, a thin latex barrier 
viduals are encouraged to discuss and of safe sex practices imperative. casual contact may be fearful of attend- between the mouth and genital or anal 

1explore safe.r sex practices more The disease affects heterosexual ing mixed gay functi!>llS or gay discos . area can be used. Thin~ g~oVC$ can 
openly. women in other ways too. As AIDS and clubs. ' . also be used for finger/gCnital contact 

Men may be forced to take respon- spreads, many heterosexWtl women For those lesbians contemplating Sex toys (dildos and vibrators) shovl,~ . 
sibility and protect themselves, shift- will know people who contracted the artificial insemination, AIDS poses not be shared. 
ing the balanceofpowerwhichhistori- disease and may in fact care for them. particular problems of ~ffective AIDS is a disease with no cure at 

screeningofdon9rsasmanytraditional this point, although it is preventable 
. .. . sperm banks (such as th~1.o~e ,,at withtheuseof.safesex_prllfti~es ltwil!,w, 

Dancl•ng Grace,Jiosni.taJ)1~wil1 force reconsider, nnr .. o e ·'.l'.. ii ....... . . ... -. :m. -· •· -::tror.;- •• - - .... ..... _ ., proViuc:; services to unmam<'.d, wqmen. towards sexuality. .. 
. . .. Finally, although a low risk group, As a result of fear and lack of 

t d b h __ . h b . '' . lesbians are vulnerable to the. disease, knowledge, this could represent a shift ups . y 0 u g t ess oy requiring that safer sex prac.tices be towards reix:ession. aqd silence, ~ ,'_ 
. used. Alternallvely,. it could allow ~,to 

L)'llll Murphy . . . . . . Women are at risk of becoming in- examine and discuss our .overall ap-
with her moth~ as bu_smess. manager. Fidelia ~as devastated. They ~uld fected with tJte AIDS virus if they: proach to sexuality and encourage re-

OnNovemberl2, 1813, theHallfa:A: 
Chronicle announced that Miss Fidelia 
Powell had just returned from London, 
"Where having taken instruction from 
a Principal Dancing Master, feels her-
self enabled to do every justice in the 
line of her profession and as it is her 
firm intention to make Halifax her fu-
ture home, she again solicits that pa-
tronage, which it was ever her highest 
ambition to deserve." 

From her lodging near the Parade, 
she would instruct young ladies in the 
Minuet de la Cour, the Lady Sherbooke 
Minuet 'as composed by herself, cotil- ' 
lions, country dances, hoinpi.pes, and 
balleL Gentlemen under the age of fif-
teen were also accepted as pupils, 
among them Joseph Howe. 

Miss Powell was no stranger to . 
Halifax. Her father had acted in Bath 
and London before emigrating in.1792 
to Boston, where he bankrupted hiin-
self as a theatre manager. 

Despite this failure, he was invited 
by Prince Edward to manage the The-
atre Royal on Argyle Street. He arrived 
in Halifax in 1797 with his wife, Mary 
Ann, and daughters, Fidelia and Corde-
lia. 

By 1809, all three women were . 
members of tlie Theatre Royal, and in 
January "1811, Fidelia had a leading 
role as Donna Violante in what can 
hardly have been a proto-feminist 
work: The Wonder: A Woman Keeps a 
Secret Fidelia and Mrs. Powell contin-
ued to act with the Theatre Royal until 
1819. 

Mr. Powell died in May 1811. 
Three weeks later his dancing school 
re-opened under Fidelia's direction 
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The elan with which M!Ss ~owC:U not all .surviv~ by dance. The w.artune 1. Have shared needles or other sponsibility and liberation. 
ann~ ~ re°:1°1 to ~alifax m boom m Halifax had ended with the equipment for injecting drugs. 
18131Dlghtgivetheunpression thather defeatofNapoleon. Themilitaryestab- 2. Have had sex with someone from 
profits had en~led her to invest in her lishment was shrinking, and businesses high risk groups (this includes intrave-
further education. They had not The had failed. The unseemly dispute with nous drug users men who have had 
Powells probably went back to London Hurst may have upset the Halifax ma- ' 

For mo.re information, contact the 
Metro Area Committee on AIDS, 
Blower Street, Halifax, 425-4882. 

in 1812 in hopes of making a better trans; many who formerly had ex-
living. Instead, they became destitute. pressed their happiness at having a 
Mr. Powell's old benefactor, Prince femaleinstructornowsenttheirdaugh-
Edward, came to the rescue; he organ- ters to Mr. Giannini. Only: six pupils 
ized a benefit for them, and the pro- remained with "the Powens. Fidelia 
ceeds paid for their passage back to pointed out in the Free Press that Mr. 
Halifax. Giannini had only himself to support; 

Here for a time ~ey prospered. she had her aging mother and Cordelia, 
School1balls -wcre~ldspring and fall. the latter (why, we don't know) now 
AfteJ. the students' performances, unable to leave the house. 
guests danced until two o'clock in the_ Following a temporary closure of 
morning. - the school, the Powells held a benefit in 

In JUiy 1816, Miss Powell fell out February 1819 at which one attraction .. 
with their practice musician, William was a "Bower Dance" composed by 
Hurst, who quit on the spot and refused Fidelia. A further benefit in April left 
to return. In the Acadian Recorder, themindebtMissPowellhadmisman-
~iss Powell protested the ~t of aged the ticket sales. A planned move 
a thoughtless boy, who stands m no to Saint Jolm was abandoned when a 

fear, being sensible there is no man to Mr. Kirk opened a dancing school 
correct the insolence they have experi- there. 
cnced -from hini, whose chief aim Fidelia went to Boston. In July she 
seems to put iit out of their power to was back, advertising new dances: a 
keep the school;" shawl dance, thePolishminuet, an Irish 

Hurst took out his own advertise- Coolong and (for boys only) an Indian 
ment, referring angrily to "some old . dance, a Chinese dance, and a drum 
dames who are judges of a cup of good dance. 
- aye, say tea." Perhaps Miss Powell Itwastonoavail. Herlastadvertise-
was fond of gin. ment appeared in the Chronicle of 

A new musician was engaged, but August 27, 1819. Fidelia Powell, ac-
the school had to close for two weeks, tress, dancer ~d choreographer, then 
and some students did not come back. disappeared from Halifax. 

In March 1818, an. Italian dancing 
master moved to Halifax. Accompa-
nied by a translator, Mr. Giannini LynnMurphyoncetookthµdprizeina 
called on the Powells to propose a part- tap-dancing competition. She is now a 
nersl-Jp. librarian. 

Common Ground 
A One Act Play 

wrftten and preformed by: 
Carol Marie.MHlett, film and video prducer, 

and 
Mark Daye, editor of The Rap 

Common Gound: A One Act Play dramatizes an 
intense and lively dialogue be.tween two people, 
a black man and a white woman, who have 
organized the first meeting to build a coalition 
to combat both racism and sexism. 
But the question is - can such a coalition work? 

A discussion will follow the play. 

Tuesday, June 7th 8:00 pm 
Pub Flamingo, Halifax $4 

For childcare info, call 454-0570 before June 7th 



Chilean midwife talks 
about her experiences 

Linda Wheeldon 
Oxfam-Halifax telephoned in 

March. They were planning for the Co-
ordinator of the project ''Women's 
Health in Chile," Veronica Baez, to 
come to Nova Scotia. The project is co-
sponsored by OXFAM-Canada and 
Cl.A.S.P.O. (CENTRO DE INVES-
TIGATION Y ACCION EN SALUD 
POPULAR). It is committed to the 
objective of providing both specialized 
medical attention and training, and 
organizational support to women of 
Santiago's Southern Zone in 1988-
1989. Veronica is a midwife, a nurse 
and President of The College of Mid-
wives in Chile. 

My spirits lifted. The work of insti-
tuting midwifery as a self-regulating 
profession within the Nova Scotia 
health care system is formidable and 
seldom do the foreign trained mid-
wives who practice here as obstetrical 
nurses join the Midwifery Coalition of 
NovaScotia (M.CN.S.}toshareinthe 
development of their profession in 
Nova ScotiL The M.C.N.S. decided to 
co-host an afternoon meeting and pot-

luck supper with the other Valley 
women's health group W.H.E.N. 
(Women's Health Education Network) 
and L.AJ.G. (Latin America Informa-
tion Group). Linda Sacouman offered 
her home and on Sunday, April 24 we 
gathered in,to a formal circle in the 
living room. Veronica sat among us. 

Jn Chile Veronica was a well re-
spected midwife and nurse who prac-
ticed in birth clinics and hospitals. She 
was elected President of the College of 
Midwives during the Popular Unity 
Government. 

Working closely with govermnent 
services, Veronica's work was to pro-
vide leadership for her profession by 
helpin,g to establish standards and poli-
cies in birth. 

Infantmortalityandmorbidityrates 
dropped with the improvements in 
housing, social welfare, education and 
health programs. 

Jn 1973 a bloody military coup 
overthrew Allende's government. The 
Cl.A. Wis instrumental in this act. The 
country changed dramatically. 
Twenty-five percept of the budget wu 

now conswned by defence spending. 
Huge sums were allocated to control 
the population which showed resis-
tance to the military regime. The 
people were kept, and continue to be 
kept, in fear, with death threats, beat-
ings and kidnappings. Further, many 
people simply disappear each year. 
Dissent is controlled as there is virtu-
ally no independent media. 

Shortly afterthecoupChile'spopu-
list leaders were arrested.Veronica, six 
month's pregnant with her third child, 
was detained in a stadium which had 
been converted into a military com-
pound Her baby within her was grow-
ing. The prisoners were given a basic 
carbohydrate meal once a day. She 
feared for her baby's well being. Ve-
ronica wu finally reunited with her 
husband and children. She simply had 
disappeared from their lives. Veronica 
soon after had her baby without the full 
benefit of her carefully administered 
birth protocols. 

Shell products b_oycotted 
because of South African role 

A special U.S. program to relocate 
Chileans into the United States WU 
offered to Veronica md her family. 
They moved to Bos1Dn were she 
worlted for Planned Parenthood for 
eight years. However, her helrt beck-
oned her to return to her home and 
continue her work in Chile. 

The fear and the pmin of those days. 
Veronica Baez 

mtespmsetorequesasfJOmorzani-
zatiOns of black South Africans. Royal 
Du~beD (Shell Camda's pmmt 
company) has been mgeted by major 
church, civil righll, labour and ci1iu:ns 
groups becmse'of the crucial role the 
company plays in South A&ica. 

Shell and its South A&ican subsidi-
aries supply fuel to the South Africm 
police and military and to the aputheid 
economy. Without fuel from compa-
nies like Shell, the aputhejd govern-
ment could not enforce its System of 
segregation, slave labour, and tenor. 

Shell has refused ID stop oil supplies 
to South Africa saying ''that would 
constitute interference in the intemal 

Help 
Wanted 

Pandora needs a woman to 
sell advertising. We can 
pay a commission for this 
so it is a semi-paid job. It 
would suit someone who 
has time available during 
the day. The job involves 
making telephone calls, 
some running around to 
pick up ad copy, and ad-
ministering the invoicing: 
Most of the contacts are 
already made so it is not 
hard work. Why not sup-
port your local women's 
newspaper and make a bit 
of spare cash? 
Please phone us' at 454· 

49n H you're interested. 

affairs of that c:ounlry ••• " 
Until Royal Dw:h/Sbell withdraws 

from South Africa, don't buy Shell 
products. Scne exmnples include 
psoline products such as Shen dies-
olinc, motor' oils such as Aeroshdl, 
Rimala, Rolella and Super Shell TLC>. 

Other Shell producll include ..,_ 
motive Ind home producll such as 
Supcrshell Snowshoe (tins). Shell 
Superlife (baueries) and air fnshe:nas 
md roofing supplies. 

Shell credit cards shou1d be cut up 
and JetUmed with a letter prOlating 
Shell involvement in South Africa to: 
Shell C81111da Ltd. Box 7000, North 
York, Ontario, M3C 9Z9. 

in prison and the emotions of reuniting effects of the lost monies. Vcranicafeh 
with her family, the birth of her c:hilcl she and the College could not change 
and her self-impaled exile from Chile • Chile's health cue decline by working 
.-every present still As she spelb her with the government. DisaeDl conlin-
eyes fill and she cannot continue. ued to be CIOlllroller. 

· Social pmgaam ~ druticmly Today the dissent-has tab:n a new 
cut by Chik's militmy regime. Led by fonn. Community pojects wbidl re-
Pinochet, the military ladm begm to educ:lle the Chilean popalatioa ID m 
administer government deplnmmts. for its own needs have suppllnted 
When Veronic:aretumed, she found the 1araer demonstrations of RSimnce. It 
College of Midwives Md bad its role is clmgerous ID pour money inlO com-
redef'med in1D one of 111 Aaocillicn munities, &herefore orgmiqtims such 
No longer seuing policiea and stan- as Oxfam seek to help the people of 
duds, the College had liule implct'on Chile by supporting local develapmmt 
birth services in the counlry. Health prognms such as Women's Health in 
care costs were not met by the slashed Chile. 
budgct,andbirthstatis.ticsminoredthe As evemng IJIPOKhed we spread 

cu so 
Employment Opportunities Overseas 

the p>tluck iUppCI' on the dining room 
lable.. No one brought green gnpes 
from Chile. Westoodinafonmlcircle 
ID eaLlralimllUlnotasbd Veron-
ica eboat midwifery in Nova Scalia. 

Saun::a: -- . 
Oxfam public:alion - Project Suh· 

alllloll to c.LD.A.-N.G.O., 1988 
C>mm.Cmada: LiYes In tbe Bal· 

ace, "Militarism versus Developnent 
Oxfmn..Cmada: Clllle 

QQQQQ 
Linda Wheeldon is a founding 

member of the Midwifery Coalilion of 
Nova Scotia 

. 

HALIFAX TRANSITION HOUSE 
Training Coordinator \ 

National Council of Women, Ghana Bryony House 
Manager/Trainer 

Provincial Council of Women, Papua New Guinea 
Women's Resource Centre Assistant "Help for Battered Women 

Nigeria and their Children" Women's Promoter 
-Belize Organization for Women and Development Phone: 422-7650 

QUALIFICATIONS for these and other positions vary. Wheelchair accessible A degree is usually required with training and experience TDD equipped in one of the following areas: community development, 
popular education, business, workshop facilitation, teaching. 

Bryony House ad is sponsored Experience working with women's organizations 
Is a requirement. by Saint Mary's University The above listings are two year contract positions. 

Interested? Contact CUSO's Atlantic fleglonal Office. 
Continuing Education 

1957 Barrington Street, Suite #508 . 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3J 2A 1 423-6709 
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Lobbying_: a:guide to 
getting what you want 

.. 
... 

. 

.. __ 
D 

Laura Richards important to decide what concessions 100 other people who think the same 
What is effective lobbying? It is are possible and to determine thecrite- way but who won'tsit down to write a 

influencing those in power to recog- riathatwillbeusedtojudgetheconces- letter. 
nize you and your group's ideas and sions. So enlist all those who empathize 
maj0r concerns plus having something The third step is to identify who has with the issues that concern your 
done in your favour. How do you lobby the power to make the changes you and group, be they ministers of religion or 
effectively? Be very persistent, hold your group want The people who have in government, business people, com-
press conferences, present briefs, meet power tend to be those in municipal, munity groups and leaders, friends, etc. 
with decision makers, take political provincial and federal governments. The last step, but far from being the 
action after setting goals, fmd support, The fourth step is to decide upon least important, is that of following up 
and look to a better future. methods of action. Will the group be contacts, having short meetings with 

Letter writing: one 
way to be heard 

On Saturday, people with 
Marchl9, 1988, the Eff . bb . h . power, and recog-
Third Thursday eCtlVe 0 ymg as Certain Steps: nizing people's 
NetworkofFreder- t k h t t contributions by 
icton held a work- , you mus now w a you wan writing letters of 
shop called "Effec- and then determine the best Way tO get it. appreciation to 
tive Lobbying and supporters. 
Political Action." The writing of 
Madeline Delany-LeBlahc spoke to a dealing with those in power directly briefs to be presented to government 
small but interested group of women through personal meetings, presenting committees was discussed: what to do 
about taking political action. briefs, or through public appeals made and how to present a group's stand on 

The steps to political action are through information campaigns, mall an issue during a meeting with politi-
simple, yet time and energy consum- booths, conferences, public meetings, clans and committees. 
ing. The first step is complete docu- etc? A few points that were constantly 
mentation of the issue by gathering all The most important points to re- stressed throughout the workshop 
theinformationonaparticularissue- member in this step are to make sure were: 
from the benefits to the negative effects that the group is easily and well-identi- •Establish a good relationship with 
to be expected if nothing is done. Lob- fied and that the spokesperson wears the press. Treat them as allies to the 
byistsmustknowtheirissuesinsideout only one hat a1 a time. Otherwise the cause but don't let them assume any-
and know answers to all the questions public will become confused and the thing; 
that may be asked. You must not be people you wish to influence will be, •Always appreciate any good signs 
smprised by a question. too. from those you are lobbying: write let-

The second step is to set realistic The fifth step is to find support, ters, make phone calls, or send tele-
short, medium, and long-term goals. because informing people is not grams; 
Goal setting makes it easier to do fol- enough and politicians will not move •Pick a spokesperson who can 
low ups and helps to keep political unless there is supporl Politicians fig- handle the press and is well-informed 
realities in mind. At this time, it is very ure that one letters fepresents, in fact, _ on all the issues surro1D1ding a group's 

concem ••• the goOd and the bad;. 
•Never say "but" as it negates all 

that was said previously; 

CARAL put an insert into every 
copy of the last issue of Pandora, urg-
ing all women who believe in repro-
ductive choice to write to their MPs. If 
you haven't yet done this, we urge you 
to do so now. Write to both the federal 
and provincial governments, telling 
them where you stand on the abortion 
issue. The letter can be quite short, a 
few lines are all that's necessary. Fol-
lowing are some suggestions of what 
you can tell them: you support a 
woman's right to choose; you support 
the Supreme Court decision; you do 
not support new legislation in the 
Criminal Code - abortion is a health 
matter, not a criminal activity; you 
demand that abortions be covered by 
medical insurance; provinces must not 
be allowed to circumvent the intent of 
the Supreme Court de~ision by 
restricting access to abortion. 

It ls worth the effort Studies have 
shown that for every letter received, 
there are many more people who feel 
the same way but haven't bothered to 
write. Politicians take this into account 
But different kinds of letters have dif-
ferent weights. An individually 

worded hand-written (or typed) letter 
carries a lot of weight One letter signed 
by many people has less weight, and a 
form letter sent by individuals less still. 
A batch of letters that uses exactly the 
same wording may be disco1D1ted be-
cause it looks as though they have been 
"milled" out by an organization or 
special interest group. 

It is a good idea to follow up a letter 
by a telephone call toyourconstiruency 
office. You probably won't be able to 
speak with your MP, so leave a mes-
sage with an assistant If the MP is 
concerned enough about being re-
elected. s/he will return your call when 
s/he is next in the riding office. At this 
point, you may wish to ask for a face-
to-face meeting and this usually can be 
arranged. If you go this route and opt 
for a meeting, bring a copy of your 
letter and brush up on your facts. Be 
calm and friendly, but make your con-
cerns known. 

So, stop reading Pandora, and 
write now. 

Re.member that letters to federal 
politicians are free and no postage is 
required.. 

METRO BIRTHING 
ORGANIZATION 
PRENATAL CLASSES 

861-1498 

•Re.main calm and collected during 
the intense meetings and you will be 
remembered as being so; We've had ·some victories, but 

LOCAL P.C.A.N.S. 
CHAPTER 

: ,.cEN~RE.FOFtAQ.T.iA'Pt:.s,,. .. 

June 8-29 
lnfermental VI 

lnfermental is the world's first magazine 
on videotape. lnferment~_I VI features 

58 works from 25 countries, many of which 
were produced by the world's 

most outstanding women in media arts. 
Editors: Veruschke Body & Hank Bull 

.i:·:\~ The Centre for Art T~es offers ongoing, affordable 
workshops in video production and multi-track audio 

:filt engineering. We recognise a serious skills shortage 
among women in these fields and invite your input into 
ways that we can help address it. More women in media 
equals more control' of the media! Please, sign up for a 
workshop or talk to me about your ideas. 

Allison 429-7299. 

ilrLIP~WBllifliJ 
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•If you are well organized, you can 
become powerl'ul. there's still a long way to go 

QQQQQ 
Laura Richards is a graduate of St 
Thomas University and will be attend-
ing the Community College in Wood-
stock, N.B. in the fall in the Commu-
nity Arts Program offered there. 

Amanda LeRougetel 
l.W.D. is about celebrating our 

victories- and we've had a number of 
them this century: women won the 
right to vote, but that did not bring us 
real equality; we became bona fide 

N·EEDACAR? 

•no previous credit required 
•easy monthly payments 
•no banks! 
•safe reliable cars 
•12 month or 20,000 km warranty 

Call Nancy 
for a Woman to Woman Deal 

454-8440 

legal persons in 1929, and still we 
weren't equal. 

We did the work of men in the 
Second World War, and were pushed 
back into the kitchen when the men 
came home; in 1969 abortion and birth 
control were legalized in Canada, and 
still the struggle for reproductive free-
dom and women's liberation contin-
ued. 

Now, in 1988, the Supreme Court of 
Canada has handed the women of this 
country another victory. 

With their decision of January 28, 
women have been guaranteed constitu-
tional access to abortion. But as we all 
know, the struggle for reproductive 
choice is far from over. 

Our sisters in British Columbia 
must fight Bill V ander Zalm's regres-
sive and oppressive mentality. 

Women in Manitoba must fight in 
their provincial election to ensure the 
Morgentaler clinic is not closed down 
as the Progressive Conservative leader 
there has promised to do if elected. 

And we, here in Nova Scotia, must 
raise our voices as never before to 
ensure that Jolm Buchanan and his 
boys live up to their rhetoric of equality 
for women. 

Equality means dignity ... and dig-
nitymeans choice. Abortion is a matter 
between a woman and her doctor. 

Abortion.is a woman's right and I, 
for one, vow to continue the fight for 
reproductive freedom for all women. 

My dream is a women-centered 
health clinic in CVt!fCY community. 

Add your voice to the •growing 
majority ofCmadians who believe it is 
a woman's right to choose. 



Belly, breasts and womb 
we celebrate the goddess 

The Morrigan Newnann surmises that the quest for hood had not yet been introduced into 
Before the Patriarchal Era (rule of the holy grail takes on a totally different religious thought" 

the father) people everywhere de- meaning). (l'oday Loise Teishe, African 
scribed the beginning of the universe in The elements comected with these priestess sees the concept of a creation 
terms of the mother goddess and her vessel breasts were water and earth- fatherasmakingnosenseaseverything 
symbols - the female goddess giving the primordial water oflife (amniotic) comes from the mother.) 
birth and life. ocean, lake and pond. Rain appeared as Much of the same religion Graves 

Symbols of the all-creative mother milk of the celestial cow, earth water as talks about existed even earlier in the 
goddess are universals that surround milk of the earth body, and the milky areas known today as Iraq, Iran, India, 
hwnan consciousness. The sea and sea way as star stream from breasts of the Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel 
creatures, eggs, woven mazes or laby- Queen of heaven. (Palestine), Egypt, Sinai, Libya, Malta, 
rinth spirals, circles (the great round) The entrance to the womb was seen Sicily, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Cypress, 
and triangles (yoni genital focus of her as mouth, with lips attributed to the and Sardinia. The same worship was 
divine energy), the self-renewing ser- female genitals. The mouth as upper seen in Neolithic Europe 3,000 BC. 
pent and a myriad of goddess fertility womb gives life to breath and the word The Tuatha De Danaan traced theirori-
figures from world-wide cultures give LOGOS. The destructive element was gins back to a Goddess they brought 
evidence of the unsuppressable impor- seen as the vagina dentata (vagina with with them to Ireland long before the 
lance and awareness of female and teeth) which appears across many cul- arrival of Roman cultures. The Celts in 
goddess creation. Stone age Ireland, Scotland and Wales -
sculptures of the great mother were the last to fall to Chris-
( aside from cave paintings tianity as it swept across 
done by women) are the earliest Europe. They kept the old 
works of art known. They ap- religion and the Goddess 
peared from Siberia to the wellinto the 19th centuty. 
Pyrenees showing a unitary It is quite wonderful to 
world view centered around the imagine the scale of this 
Mother Goddess. homage to the mother God-

Eric Neumann, in his clas- dess. Women were seen not 
sic text The Great Mother, just as body vessel of life 
writes that of the stone figures (which has been a source of 
found, 55 were female and five denigration for women in 
were male. The female figures Christian, Islamic and other 
were squat, huge and fecund traditions). She was shaper 
showing symbolism of the of life and civilizer in art, as-
Mother life-giver in the tronomy, recording of time, 
rounded Qody, huge belly, movement of tides, firStlan-
breasts and thighs - the guage, domesticating ani-
Mother who "protects, nour- mals and grains, growing 
ishes, keeps warm, holds fast." food, making pottery, and 

This she did as Mother much respected and revered 
Goddess from whom all life as a powerful being. 
came - plant, animal and Women were the first 
numan~The earth Was seen aS potters and rn&kers Of clay 
the body of the goddess and . vessels which were symbols 
considered sacred. Where now Vmca figurine, Bulgaria, 5000-4500 B.C. of female deity. In Africa, 
in its hl'gbest value it is esthetic, then it tures and indicates the profound fear Tunisia, Nubia, the Pyrenees, Mexico, 
was sacred. In much of the literature men had of women devouring their and so on, pre-historic pottery be-
and data from anthropological studies power (penis) and taking their strength longed almost exclusively to the do-
or those times, we find reference to the away. This was very distinct in North main of women and was considered 
symbolism of the body vessel (well American Indian mythology. So the sacred (showing the belly shape made 
documented by Neumann). power of the Great Mother was both from earth clay which was the earth 

The principle symbolic elements positive and terrible. body of the Goddess). 
were belly, breasts and womb. As we see in these cultures, respect Ecuador Indians believed clay, like 

The belly contains the womb and and divinity were in nature and the the earth itself, was female; that is, it 
yoni triangle as entrance to the womb. body and the Imminent work as had a woman's soul. These vessels 
Intheearth(asbodyofthegoddess)the Starhawk puts it. In tvjerlin Stone's were used in magical ritual action and 
cave in relation to mountain connects When God Was a Woman she quotes were painted and inscribed with sym-
to the character of vessel belly. Caves Robert Graves (poet mythologist) as bols of the feminine such as spirals, 
were seen as entrances to the womb of saying "The whole of Neolithic Eu- waves, the cross (tree oflife), circles--
the earth and womb of the earth mother rope, to judge from surviving artifacts everything that rises and sinks back 
and they were often smeared with red and myths had a remarkable homoge- into her showing her as mistress of life 
ochre to represent menstrual blood, the neous system of religious ideas based and death. 
blood of life. on the many-titled Mother Goddess We have a wealth of information 

The breasts as symbol vessels were who was also known in Syria and written on these symbols which we can 
bowl, chalice, grail, or goblet-con- Libya. The great Goddess was re- look at in a future article. 
taining, nourishing, giving, donating, garded as immortal, changeless, Blessings of the Goddess, the first 
transforming, nurturing (from this, omnipotent, and the concept of father- source. The Primal Mother 

Birth and struggle for liberation 

Mexican Moon Goddess Tlazolteotl givi~g birth to herself 

The Great Cosmic Mother: 
Rediscovering 

the Religio-n'of the Earth 
The illustrations and photographs 

on this page are taken from the book 
The Great Cosmic Mother: Redis-
covering the Religion of the Earth, 
published by Harper and Row. Monica 
SjOO is a European artist and theorist 
who explores the history, images and 
implications of women's celebration of 
the goddess religion. Barbara Mor is an 
American poet who has worked with-
WomanSpiril magazine and who has 
written Mother Tongue and Winter 
Ditch and Other Poems 

Here is a quote from the final pages 
of the book: 

"Now is the time to make again 
sacred our experience. 

Witch power, it is said, cannot truly 
die, since it is a real power of the real 
cosmos. It can't die, it can only be for-
gotten - that means it can also be re-
membered, as the serpent can be awak-
ened from its tranced sleep at the bot-
tom of the spine and induced to rise, to 
become again the luminous flying bird 
of the imagining mind. Once we thor-
oughly understand how and why patri-
archy acquired its power over us- the 
power of an entrenched mistake over 
the minds and lives of all people -
once we understand and.feel. clearly 
that the fight of witch woinen is also the 
fight of earth's people everywhere 
against mechanical subjugation and 
exploitation -once we reestablish the 
magic link between the individual 
psyche and the earth's vital energy 
flow, between all-evolving matter and 
all-evolving spirit, and learn to encour-
age and teach others to do the same, in 
a loving return to what we always 
were-perhaps then, in the final time 
of crisis, the Serpent Goddess will 
shake herself loose from her deep ex-
iled sleep in the earth's belly. Perhaps 

the serpent oflife 's flowing energy will 
begin to rise again, all luminous and of 
the earth, and the children of the Great 
Mother will rise up with it, and the 
universe will be our home again, as 
before. This flight is not an escape, but 
a return." 

(Pages 430431) 

Egyptian terracotta figurine, 
from Nile mud, 4000 B.C. 
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Women in abusive 
' 

situations .have new 
resource to call on 

We are a group of approximately 
half a dozen women who, having lived 
in abusive situations, understand the 
problems and feelings we all have to 
overcome. In this light, we are now 
operating a support line which began 
April l, 1988. This line is to service 
residents, bothmale andfcinale, within 
the local calling area. The phone num-
ber is 462-6228. Consideration is defi-
nitely being given to an 800 number to 
service the rural communities if and 
when funding becomes available. 

We understand that for a great pe-
riod of time prior to taking in an abu-
sive situation, moral support is very 
necessary, usually on an anonymous 
basis. 

Again, after the changes have been 
mad~ many times we· require the 
shoulder of someone who really under-
stands the ups and downs of putting our 
Ives in order again. 

These are the areas of great impor-
tance to us and we intend to work in co-
operation with the Help Line and Bry-
ony House, etc. 

We further intend to promote public 
awareness ofthis problem with semi-
nars and speaking engagements so that 
eventually the cycle may be broken, 
just as medically we inoculate to pre-
vent the spread of disease. 

In the foture we hope to begin a self-
help group for older children and teen-
agers, where they may talk freely about 
their lives in families where abuse oc-
curred and how it has affected their 
lives. Hopefully, the group will help 
reduce the risk of children finding 
themselves, as adults, in abusive rela-
tionships. 

The funding for the actual line has 
been donated for one year by the Ladies 
Kiwanis Club of Dartmouth. Future 
donations will be used for promotion of 
the line, education for the people staff-
ing the line, such as a Crisis Prevention 
Training Program, and operating costs 
incurred by the support group. All time 
spent in any way by the members is 
strictly on a volunteer basis. 

In summary, we realize that this 
problem has existed for hundreds of 
years, but untreaterl it has bred and 
multiplied, affecting the lives and wel-
fare of all society. The movement has 
begun to educate the public through 
television, magazines, newspapers, 
flyezs, posters, and seminars, etc. We 
are working to keep this process rolling 
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as well as to help thO!/e already caught 
in the clutches of battering or abuse. 
We want to reach out and help these 
people before severe injury or death 
ends the crisis. In all its forms it is very 
ugly-emotionally, physically, sexu-
ally and mentally. Its damage to the 
persons of today and the people of 
tomorrow is devastating. 

Thehopefortomorrowiscultivated 
today. Therefore your support towards 
this effort would be greatly appreci-
ated. 

Ode to a Battered 
Woman 

To a battered woman life is de-
spair 
believe me I know, for I've been 
there. 
Oh. so far down there seems no 
place to go. 
We don't tell anyone. We don't 
want them to la}ow. 

One day it hits you just like him, 
to hurt me so much must be a sin. 
There's no one to help me but 
myself, 
I'll put my fears up on the shelf. 

The decision is made 
You forge ahead. 
You stumble and fall, you cry and 
you bawl 
You ache and you scream. 
The pain you are feeling is no less 
than before 
You wonder sometimes, how can 
I take more. 

The decision is made 
Up you get again and again only to 
fall-
FLAT. I have nothing to gain. 
Yes you do. Yes you do. 
You .are a person, a whole human 
being 
You have senses to know all you 
are seeing. 
Out there the world lies waiting 
Just yours for the taking. 

Climb up every time you fail 
Someday you will touch the Holy 
Grail. 

By Carole Strulk 

Do fisheries authorities 
know a// about dead seals 
washed ashore in N.S? 

In the latter part of April, hundreds 
of dead harp seal pups (along with a 
few grey and hooded seals) washed 
ashore on beaches in Nova Scotia in an 
area extending from Sydney to 
Chedabucto Bay. The harps came 
ashore as the result of a northeast gale 
which extended over several days. In 
Sydney Harbour, members of the 
North Shore Environmental Web, a 
Nova Scotia environmental group, 
found on April 17, 49 dead seals. Of 
these seals, 41 were identified as harps, 
five grey seals were found and three 
seals could not be identified. 

The following day, members of the 
International Wildlife Coalition, con-
firmed the harp kill but also identified 
two of the pups as blueblacks (hooded 
seal pups). 

All of the harp seals had skull frac-
tures consistent with being clubbe4 
No edible parts had been taken from the 
harp carcasses, althoughsixmale seals 
had their penises cut off. 

In Chedabucto Bay, in a concen-
trated area between Fox Bay and 
Queensport, during the same period, 
hundreds of dead seals were washed 
ashore, according to local residents to 
whom Web members spoke on April 
28. 

Unfortunately, we did not become 
aware of the Chedabucto Bay dead 
seals until about a week after the 
Sydney Harbour finding and late 
spring snow storms delayed a visit to 
the Bay. 

A government clean-up of the 
beaches removed all the seals. Resi-
dents spoke of pick-up trucks loaded 
with dead seals which they described as 
"pups" and "whiteheads." 

Nothing like this, we were told, had 
ever happened before. Northeast wind 
and ice break up had brought the seals 
in. Unlike the situation in Sydney 
Harbour, we were not able to obtain 
pictures and identify the specific seal 
species. However, we believe these 
seals were also primarily harp seals. 

Grey seals are not known to pup on 
the ice on the eastern side of Cape 
Breton and, according to contacts who 
live on the beach opposite the Basque 
Islands (the only known grey seal col-
ony on the eastern shore of Cape 
Breton), no killing of grey seal pups 
took place during the January-Febru-
ary pupping season. 

The government authorities in 
Nova Scotia minimized the extent of 
the seal kill and tried to cover it up. 
Also, they misleadingly presented the 
dead seals as primarily greys, on which 
there exists a bounty. The kill of seals 
was therefore somehow legitimate and 
nothing to be concerned about 

The Web believes however, that, on 
the basis of available evidence, a very 
large scale harp seal kill took place on 
the northeast coast of Cape Breton, in 
the direction of Newfoundland. More 
must have been killed than those 
washed ashore. 

Federal Fisheries, through their 
spokesperson, Mr. J. Conway, Conser-
vation and Protection Division, had 
denied by letter of October 17, 1987, 
that any government "cull" of grey 
seals was to take place on Sable Island, 
or at any of the other known grey seal 
colonies during the grey seal winter 
pupping season. 

Also a telephone call on May 2. 

1988, elicited a denial from Conway 
that any government organized kills of 
grey seals had taken place on Sable 
Island or at any other known grey seal 
colony. 

tion of meat or skins in line with the 
"World Conservation Strategy" which 
supposedly officially governs the 
"managing" of wildlife. 

The "Strategy" was adopted by the 
Report of the 1986 pro-sealing Royal 
Commission on Seals and Sealing in 
Canada. The pro-sealing forces in their 
literature have "warned" of the neces-
sity of a government organized kill of 
harps, with the ending of the commer-
cial whitecoathunt The dead seals that 
washed ashore in their hundreds during 
April, could easily mean that such a kill 
is now in place. 

A large scale harp seal kill must 
have required considerable organiza-
tion to carry it off. The Web believes 
that Federal Fisheries either knew 
about this kill of harp seal pups, or 
carried it out. Why was this massacre 
carried out? 

We believe that this harp seal 
slaughter means the start of large scale 
"culls" of white coats, plus any avail-
able older harps/hooded seals/grey 
etc., because of the alleged impact of 
seals on the commercial fishery. There 
is not even the pretence of any utiliza-

For more information call Ber-
nadette MacDonald, 485-8202 or 
Helga Hoffman, 925-2514oftheNorth 
Shore Environmental Web. 

Service for 
Sexual Assault 

Victims 

425-0122 
WORD CONCEPTS 

EDITING TYPING 
WORD PROCESSING 

Manuscripts, theses, student papers, resumes 
business letters, newsletters 

Average turn-around time 24 hours 

Megan Ardyche 453-6364 
Stn. N. P.O. Box 1~81, 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K SH7 

May 31-June 4 

Jun7-14 

June 14-July 2 
June 14-18 
June 21-25 
June 28-Jul 2 
July 5-9 

July 12-30 
July 12-16 

July 19-23 

July 26-30 

Aug 2-6 

Aug.9-20 

Aug. 9-13 
Aug. 16-20 

Sachi Yamabe 
Sheralyn Cox 
Rolan Duam, Knew Paintings 
Trudy De'Ell, Whether Art Can be Nice or Not 
The Diary Exhibition, curator Marlene Creates 
Valerie Hodder 
Carol Redmond 
Joan Bruneau/Kathy Thompson, ceramics 
Sarah Maloney/Cora Cluett 
Bruce Johnson/Renee Penny 
Julie Dushenes, works on paper 
.Jamie Lafond, Coming Attractions 
Theresa Simons 
Bob Barnett, East of Montreal 
Juliana Weynerowski 
Luke Anthony Murphy, paintings 
Ann Verrall 
Louise Chisholm, Between Art and Craft 
Cynthia Grove, Tales of a Paintbrush 
Weiner, Snow, Nanucci, 
organized by Peggy Cole and A A Bronson 
Keith Daniels, painting, drawing & poetry 
Sharleen Alsford 
Melani Fei-lin Boyle, paintings 

Located at 1891 Granville St, gallery hours: Tues. to Sat 11to5 pm; Thurs. evenings 5 to 8 pm. 
~ings take place on the Monday preceeding the above dates of exhib~ions at 7 pm; 
Ha holiday.Tues. at 7 pm. Gallery is open to the public all year round Call 422·7381, ext 184. 



Double standard exists 
1n pnson programs 

Both Nova Scotia and New Brun-
swick have takm the Co-Correctional 
approach of incarcerating women in 
auxiliary units within a heavily male 
oriented/ dominated institution. At the 
Saint John Regional Correctional Cen-
tre, women have quite literally been 
hidden away in a back comer (or a half 
comer, to be more precise). 

Whiletheunitsprovidedformendo 
at least enjoy a view of the city of Saint 
John and its harbour, the women look 
out through their permanently sealed 
windows of Unit 5B at an unchanging 
earth mound. 

at Saint John are given the opportunity 
to earn canteen type privileges as re-
wards for satisfactory behavior as they 
approach release. The efforts of 
women receive no such reward. 

Out-of-doors recreation for women 
is another overlooked area. While a 
reasonable yard facility, as well as a 
gym, have been provided for men, 
women have been left with a postage 
stamp sized yard and occasionally al-
lowed to share the gym while staff 
members work out - if convenient. 

The only positive input to the Saint 
John story comes from the effort of a 
former inmate. In the summer of 1986, 
this woman approached officials out-
side the Corrections system with the 
stories of general neglect of programs 
for women in this institution. 

A mini-program was established to 

enable a few incarcerated women to go 
to a church hall one afternoon each 
week. They were able to participate in 
a wider range of programs which in-
cluded contact with the Salvation 
Army, and liaison with other commu-
nity resources such as the Coverdale 
Centre and Amana House and its 
founder Ada Paschal. 

Such an effort is encouraging. Un-
fortunately, it also illustrates how little 
planning has been done on behalfof the 
female offender in the province. An-
other case of much room for improve-
ment. 

The conditions at the Saint John Re-
gional Correctional Centre were de-
scribed by Val Saunders and written by 
Joanne Mayhew. From Breaking the Siience. lllustratlon: Anne Warren/Design: Tracy Clark. 

No one expects prisons to be com-
fortable places and, although it is rel-
atively new, Saint John Regional is no 
exception. Overcrowding is solved by 
throwing another mattress into a cell 
and letting the new-comer sleep on the 
floor. The two tiers of six cells each, the 
day area and the shower are all part of 
the same living unit. 

Federal women and those being 
held on remand are locked in cells 23 
out of 24 hours each day. For all, 
monotony is the theme. 

WAC lobbies oppositi9n parties 
Although workshops and training 

(carpentry/mechanics) do exist in the 
institutiOn, women are not encouraged 
to participate. In fact, a contrary situ-
ation exists wherein women who want 
14> upgrade their skills rather than sit 
passively through their sentence time 
are regarded as "troublemakers." The 
individual thus incurs a whole new 
round of probiems by attempting to 
Show a positive interest ih HER own 
future. 

If finally permitted to join one of the 
programs, che woman must then deal 
with the derogatory and negative re-
marks of staff who feel that women 
have "no right in traditional male" 
trade areas. (We didn't need prison to 
teach us that attitude!) 

As is common in other provincial 
institutions, no work for wages is pro· 
vided. Inmates are issued used clothing 
and, in Saint John, an issue of in-
stitutional shampoo along with one 
black comb is handed out. One single 
hair brush must be shared by all. 

While not having canteen privi-
leges may seem a "small" point, it ac-
quires much greater significance by 
virtue of the fact that men incarcerated 

It's as close as 
your phone. 

Call toll-free: 

1-420-9779 

9am-3pm 
Monday-Friday 

If you are looking for information 
on the law and the legal system, 
need help with a legal problem, 
want a speaker to talk about 

the law, want to train volunteers 
on law issues. 

This toll-free service is offered 
to you by the 

N>llc Legal EcU:atlon 
Society al Nova Scoua 

Adah Gruver 
The First Annu.aJ Women's Action 

Coalition Lobby Committee met with 
the New Democrat Party caucus and 
three members of the Liberal Party 
caucus at Province House, Monday, 
April 11 to discuss questions of con-
cern to the member groups of the coa-
lition. 

The Progressive Conservative cau-
cus did Df>t "attend because they were 
not able to have people available at the 
time specified. 

The New Democratic MLAs pres-
ent were Alexa McDonough, Halifax-
Chebucto; John Holm, Sackville; and 
Bob Levy, Kings South. 

The Liberals present were Jim 
Smith, Dartmouth East; James Bark-
house, Lunenburg-East; and Guy 
Brown, Cumberland Centre. 

The topics discussed included 
Meech Lake, affirmative action, pay 

equity, sexual orientation, poverty and 
social assistance, abortion, child care, 
and transition housing and services. 

The NDP had policies on many of 
the issues while the Liberals professed 
to be speaking for themselves and sev-
eral times, when pressed, stated there 
was no Liberal policy on abortion, pay 
equity, or anti-scab legislation. The 
entire meeting was tape recorded and is 
presently being transcribed. 

Both groups waffled when asked 
about free standing abortion clinics. 
The NDP agreed that more services 
were needed to meet the needs of 
women throughout the province. Jim 
Smith stated there was no written Lib-
eral policy and further stated it is an 
issue that can polarize. 

The Coalition believes that the in-
serting of "sexual preference" into the 
Nova Scotia Human Rights Act is cru-
cial to protect jobs and housing- of 

<l 

Now in Stock: 
•Four the Moment-We're Still Standing 
(LP and Cassette) 

•Lucinda Vardy-Belonging 
•Mary Daly-Wickedary 
•Janice Raymond-A Passion for Friends 
•Women in the World Atlas 
•Canadian Women's Legal Guide 
•and a fresh assortment of other new and 
familiar feminist titles. 

Check out our new lesbian fiction titles 
and feminist tarot! 

A non-profit, community bookstore at 
1555 Granville St., Halifax, N.S. 

~ 
· • ·('t 

(902) 422-5087 

many Nova Scotians. Again, the Liber- tion of poverty through food banks and 
alshavenoestablishedpolicy,butthey similar agencies and calling for the 
saw no problem with it. provincial government to address tl\e 

The NDP had tendered such an problem directly. 
amendment in '85 or '86 and are pre- Members of the NDP caucus were 
pared to introduce such legislation visibly distressed when Coalition 
again adding age, family structure, and members werenotawareofthe amount 
income to the bill. oflegislation and resolutions they have 

The Liberal caucus members tendered on behalf of women living in 
agreed that full time workers receiving poverty. 'Ibey stated that they saw no 
minimwn wages were living well be- problem with funding transition 
low the poverty line but felt that low houses fully. 
income housing, low cost or free child- They further agreed with the Coali-
care, and free prescription medications tion that if they formed a government 
would be more helpful than increased for Nova Scotia, they could have a 
wages. person from ~ Coalition on the pay 

Mr. Barkhouse stated that raising equity committee. 
the minimum wage could put small On childcare, Mr.Smith stated that 
business people out of business. As of they follow the Francine Cosman re-
now, the aforementioned suggestions port as their guide. 
have not been tendered as resolutions, Members of the Lobby Committee 
although Mr. Smith is introducing a felt that the two hours spent were fruit-
resolution condemning the privitiza- ful for the caucus and the Coalition. 

WORMWOOD'S 
DOG & MONKEY CINEMA' . 

2015 Gottingen Street at Cogswell. Fiim Info 422-3700 
Admission price to most screenings $4.00/ JOE HOLT Passes 

$15.00 for 5 Admissions. 

JUNE 2 Only 7:00 & 9:15 
I WILL NOT MAKE ANY MORE'SORING ART 
Following the success of its most recent feature LIFE CLASSES, Picture 
Plant unveils in this World Premiere its newest production. Beginning as a 
portrait of the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design (NSCAD) and the 
artistic influences that converged upon the College in the 1970s, I WILL... 
expands upon that history to become an intriguing and insightful portrait of 
the people and works that have come to determine the nature and 
substance of 1he new art.' Among the artists interviewed are: Michael 
Snow, Dara Birnbaum, Dan Graham, Eric Fischl, June Leaf and Robert 
Frank. Dir: William D MacGililvray, Canada, 1988, 82 mins. 

JUNE 24- 30 7:00 & 9:30 
THE LONELY PASSION OF JUDITH HEARNE 
Dublin, the mid-fifties. In its first hour, THE LONELY PASSION ... is a 
marvelous comedy of Irish manners as Judith Hearne, a devoutly religious 
woman at an 'awkward age,' meets James, an Irishman who has just 
returned from New York with a desire to bring hot dogs to Dublin. James 
courts Judith for the fortune he believes she owns and Judith responds 
with a passion she had almost forgotten. But the deception surfaces and 
their comic, mutual misunderstanding leads Judith to her own tempered 
resurrection. With Maggie Smith as Judith and Bob Hoskins as James. 
Dir: Jack Clayton, Great .Britain, 1987, 119 mins, . 

-
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Charlotte Bronti 

Charlotte Bronte's 
writings· r~flect own 
life of suffering 

Carol McLeod 
Charlotte Bronti! was 31 years old 

when she achieved literary success in 
1847 with her first published novel, 
Jane Eyre. 

Intense and reserved and the 
daughter of an introverted parson of 
modest means, she spent most of her 
life in the remote village of Haworth on 
the bleak Yorkshire moors. Like the 
other members of her family, she ex-
uded an aura of aloofne5s, fulfilling 
parish obligations but never socializ-
ing with the congregation. 

By the time she reached adulthood, 
Charlotte had developed such a nerv-
ous dread of strangers that just being 
introduced to one usually left her with 
a severe headache. "Dining out," she 
wrote when she was 32, "would be 
hideous to me." 

As a novelist, she released herself 
from the constraints of her life by writ-
ing fiction of violent passions - fic-
tion that focused on women whose 
struggles with their emotions reflected 
the turmoil that seethed beneath her 
own quiet exterior. "If you knew my 
thoughts; the dreams that absorb me," 
she confided to one of her few friends 
in 1836, "and the fiery imagination that 
at times eats me up ... you would pity 
me ... " 

Seeing her mother, brother and four 
sisters die lingering deaths before she 
herself was 33 blinded Charlotte to any 
view of the world as a safe and peaceful 
place where lasting happiness was 
possible. "Why life is so blank, brief, 
and bitter I do not know," she wrote 
" ... Solitude, Remembrance and Long-
ing are almost my sole companions all 
day through ... " 

In her novels, she developed the 
elements of distress and pain and led 
her readers into the only world she 
knew - a world where tragedy and 
misery abounded. 

Because her nature was so turbulent 
and her writing so subjective, Charlotte 
could not appreciate the basic struggle 
of other 19th century novelists to create 
heroines who were blandly good. 
Goodness to her was not tame and 
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dignified but exciting and dangerous. 
With a heart she once described as 

"cold to the spirit and warm to the 
flesh," she was unable to recognize that 
beneath the surface of contemporary 
novelists' more subdued protagqnists 
churned emotions just as strong as 
those that burst forth from her own less 
restrained characters. 

Romantically, Charlotte suffered as 
keenly as her own most tortured hero-
ines. After twice falling in love with 
men who did not return her affection, 
she was introduced to Arthur Nicholls, 
a clergyman whose "narrowness of 
mind," she wrote shortly after meeting 
him, "strikes me chiefly." 

Gradually, however, Charlotte dis-
covered that Nicholls was as capable as 
herself of suffering and passion and she 
warmed towards him. Following their 
marriage in June, 1854, they enjoyed a 
few months of happiness before Char-
lotte - who was never comfortable 
with children - discovered that she 
was pregnant. 

Her health failed and she soon de-
veloped hyperemesis gravidarum -
pernicious morning sickness that af-
fects high-strung women and that is 
believed by some doctors to be caused 
by the mother's \Ulconscious rejection 
of the child. 

On March 31, 1855, Charlotte 
awoke from a coma to find Nicholls, 
dejected and worn, sitting by her bed-
side. ''Oh!" she whispered. "I am not 
going to die, am I? He will not separate 
us, we have been so happy." It was the 
tragic end of a tragic life. She lapsed 
back into a coma and died a few hours 
later at the age of 38. 

QQQQQ 
Carol McLeod is a writer from 
Sackville, New Brunswick. She has 
written for many Canadian 8nd Mari-
timemagazines and journals, including 
Harrowsmith, Financial Post Maga-
zine, Macleans, Herizons and New 
Maritimes. She has also written four 
books, including Legendary Canadian 
Women and Wives of the Canadian 
Prime Ministers. 

Women and their work 
undervalued, underpaid 

Linda Roberts of economic equality. 
There is nothing wrong with being a 

day care worker, a secretary or a sales 
clerk. There is something wrong witl). 
the extremely low wages, the lack of 
benefits, and the low status of these 
occupations. Day care workers in Nova 
Scotia earn between $9,000 and 
$11,000 a year, secretaries can expect 
to make about $12,000/year, while 
sales clerks rarely earn much more than 
minimum wage ($4.00/hr). 

These wages are below the poverty 
level for a woman supporting herself or 
a family. For the most part, to earn a 
decent (family) wage with good bene-
fits, itis expected that women will have 
to try to get into "non-traditional" oc-
cupations. 

"women's jobs" have generally been 
characterized by low pay, few benefits, 
poor working conditions, vulnerability 
to technological change, little job secu-
rity, and high rates of part-time work. 

Until recently, the feminist discus-
sion of economic equality for women 
has largely centered on breaking down 
the barriers of discrimination that have 
barred women from many male.domi-
nated occupations. Emphasis on non-
traditional occupations has obscured 
the reality that most women will work 
and prefer to work in traditional 
women's occupations. With "Equal 
Pay for Work of Equal Value" or"Pay 
Equity," the focus is back on women's 
undervalued and underpaid work. 

While the current Pay Equity Legis-
lation in Nova Scotia, which was along 
time coming, will have a very limited 
effect in upgrading women's wages, it 
does provide the opportunity to seri-
ously look at the relationship between 
wages and the skills, responsibility, 
effort, education and training required 
in many traditional women's jobs. If 
the value of the work performed, based 
on objective criteria, is the rationale for 
wages instead of the historical under-
valuing of work as a way of keeping a 
pool of cheap labour (increasing prof-
its), then women would have ameasure 

In order for any substantive 
changes to occur in revaluing women's 
work, there needs to be a lot more 
publicity and public education on the 
reality of the paid labour market for 
women. Individually, women cannot 
address the issue of undervalued and 
underpaid work because the high un-
employment rate works to depress 
wages with too many workers vying for 
too few jobs. What can be done, 
though, is for feminist groups working 
on economic equality issues to empha-
size the upgrading of the status and 
wages of traditional women's occupa-
tions. Tilis can be done by: 
•publicizing the value of women's 
work to our economy; 

The disparity in wages is summed 
up in the average wage for women in 
Nova Scotia of $10,808 in 1985 while 
men earned an average wage of 
$19,846 (taken from Stats Canada, 
Earnings of Men and Women, 1985). 
Since women have an equal level of 
education to men in Nova Scotia, 
wages clearly only reflect discrimina-
tion and segregation in the paid labour 
market 

Discrimination, both subtle and 
overt, has confined most women to 
service, sales or clerical jobs. These 

•publicizing the issue of wages in rela-
tionship to skills and responsibility; 
•publicizing women's wages in rela-
tion to the poverty level; 
•lobbying both the federal and provin-
cial government to provide adequate 
levels of funding for human services 
(childcare, social work, health, etc.) so 
that workers can be paid decent wages; 
and 
•lobbying the provincial government 
for more benefits and protection from 
the Labour Standards Code, particular-
ity for part-time workers. 
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Nicaraguan potters 
develop collective 

Betty Smith years. Inadequate firing methods mean nancial help, the potters felt that they 
It's a fiery sunset that creeps behind that a potter may lose almost one-third could solve their firing problems and 

the mountains of Matagalpa, but in of her pottery during this process. An improve the quality of their pottery at 
Carmen's kitchen no one seems to unorganized marketing approach the same time. With an organized ef-
notice. 'This tiny room with its smoke- forces the potters to sell either by word fort, something could even be done 
blackened walls and tables with burnt of mouth or at extremely low prices to about marketing. The women began to 
edges seems the centre of the universe middlemen who make high profits. work on plans to build a small centre 
for this Nicaraguan family of 11. It is The potters have had to work longer with a collective shop to sell their pot-
where all food is prepared, where chil- and longer hours just to survive. tery. Through their own workshop-
dren are cared for, where the sick are Carmen begins her day at five in the school, they hope to improve their 
nursed, where clay is stored, and where morning and is often still at work at 10 work and preserve the tradition by 
pottery is made and sold. It also serves in the evening, long after the rest of the teaching apprentices on a small scale. 
as a chicken coop at night neighbourhood is asleep. These work- "By starting small, our problems will 

But tonight be smaller," says 
th~ dirt floor is Nicaraguans need your support now more than ever! Carmen. . . 
bemg used for a Orgamzmg 
pottery firing . Th be f h Ma 1 . , . p C . . . meetings, mak-
Even the breath- e mem rs 0 t e taga1pa• omen S Ottery 0 ect1ve are ing decisions as a 
taking sunset attempting to change the difficult conditions .they face inJheir group-this was 
can't compete communityand in their work. In so doing, they are contributing to the : something new. 
with the hot f . nd. th. . f Before, the pot-
flames that are economy 0 1caragua a e se . ~re lance; 0 women. . . . ters had survived 
leaping about cuso is assistin,g the Collective to: meet its "goaf of self~suffi-. largely through 
the centre of~ ciency~ 1nitial financiaJ .. fassistance is .being sought . to help the . !11eir ~dividual-
room .. There Collective-build a :pottefy·.Ceritre, ·in. Matagafpa whichwiff include a : lty andindepend-
no chinmey and . . . . . . . , . . . ence, and had 
thick smoke is stor~fr~nt and a workshop/sci)~~gX~tpr;pgrarris· fO_f ;f!Dl!l~P : ~e,'. guardedtheir"se-
billowing every- . prectS~ly:Jb0$e tlJ(~atenad::~f::'3(l(economy::dtciJO.ed by.the, c.<>fltra: crets." Having 

§:~::§ ;~~~:2~-iAl:~'0'~~:~',:f';; 2f iE carrnen shows off the tradltlonal black pottery she makes. 

and tears from the smoke. Carmen's ing conditions ha,ve contributed to a traditionally isolated from other pot-
. grandson starts to cry and he's taken number of health problems. Most tersasacornrnunity.ltwaswithintheir 

outside for fresh air. common in the potters' community are families that they were used to pulling 
'Carmen is a potter and she's been heart problems, bade problems, respi- together. This same strength anddeter-

making her living as a potter for close ratory problems, poor circulation, sore mination was h'ought to the collective, 
to 50 years. Matagalpa province in hands, and fatigue. Bad water and poor which is now beginning to prosper. 
northern Nicaragua is known for its nutrition haven't helped. To learn to work together effec-
traditional black pottery. The potters, In December of 1986, the potters tivelyasacollectiveoracobpezativein 
all 'women, take great pride in their formed a collective to try to do some- any country is no small task. In an 
work. especially in its blackness and thing about their problems. No longer underdeveloped country at war, it is a 
the. shine. Each piece is carefully made was it physically possible to make a tremendous challenge. Nicaragua was 
by hand and then rubbed with a stone living by extending their workday. To a territory belonging to Spain in the 
for hours to make it smooth and shiny. lose their livelihood would seriously colonial period, and later in the 1920s 
Eventually it will glow red in the fire threaten the health of their families- and 30s, the country was occupied by 
and then black as it cools. morethan80peoplewouldbeaffected. the U.S. marines. The nation is still -

This tradition has barely survived. As well, many of the potters are single reeling from the 45-year legacy of the 
Although the region is rich in clay and parents who often cany responsibility ruthless Somoza dictatorship, which 
the natural resources necessary t.O not only for their own children, but was brought down by a popularrevolu-
make black pottery, potters have had to their "children's" children too. tionin 1979. Under Somoza, the richest 
confrontanumberofobstaclesoverthe With some initial tecimical and fi- 2% of the landowners controlled half 

Mount Saint Vincent University 
Art Gallery 

On exhibit July 14 to August 14 

Downstairs: 
BORDERS 
David and Susan Klahr, Cape Breton and Texas 
In fabric collages that sometimes overflow their borders, 
the Klahrs' sophisticated sensibilities flow into images 
evocative of Cape Breton, New York, El Paso 
and family living. 

Upstairs: 

the nation's farmland, while the poor. 
starved. More than 100,000 Nicara-
guan people died during the 1978-79 
uprising-civilians, peasants, students 
-many armed only with the dream of 
a better life, if not for themselves, at 
least for their children. 

The Sandinistas who led the upris-
ing in 1979 were later democratically 
elected and are still a popularly-sup-
ported government, committed first to 
the needs of the majority poor. 

The new Nicaragua is only eight 
years old. The Nicaraguan people were 
left with an economy in shambles and 
very few tools with which to build a 
new society. First, they had to learn 
how to read and write. With a bare 
survival economy they conducted a 
nationwide literacy campaign, fol-
lowed by a health campaign and the 

building of schools, health clinics, 
hospitals, and cooperatives, through-
out the country. Many peasants were 
given land-sometimes the very land 
they had once worked like slaves . . 

Yet the gains that have been made 
are under continuous attack by the 
U.S.-funded "contras." The contras, 
many of whom are former supporters 
of the dictator Somoza, have targeted 
all areas of production and symbols of 
cooperativism. This has forced Nicara-
guans to focus on defence - with 
devastating effects on the economy. 
Production is seriously affected by the 
war as well as by the U.S. trade boycott 
which makes spare parts, machinery, 
and other imports difficult to obtain. Of 
course, the war has resulted in tremen-
dous loss of lives. In the north of the 
co\Dltry, many new resettlement areas, 
housing and food cooperatives have 
been attacked or completely destroyed. 
Public buses full of passengers are 
exploded by land mines. Fields to be 
harvested-mostly by women and 
children while the men are involved in 
national defence--are mined as well. 
Civilians are ambushed; villages at-
tacked; women, children and the eld-
erly raped, maimed, or killed. 

Here in Matagalpa-except for the 
helicopters flying overhead to bring in 
the wounded- we are outside a fight-
ing war. Yet we feel the effect: we stand 
in long lines for basic food supplies, or 
gas, or medicines, and we have gone to 
the funerals. In the collective, eight.of 
the 12 potters have sons in the war. 
During· the uprising, one potter lost a 
teenage daughter and a nine-month old 
baby from bomb shrapnel. Some of the 

PANORAMIC PORTRAITS : . . . . : : . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . 
Photography by James MacSwain, Halifax 

MacSwain's photo-documentary panoramas scan the 
self-chosen environments of people within the 
N.S. arts community, revealing their life and work. . 
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Opening reception for both exhibitions, 
followed by a talk by Jim Ma~Swain 
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others have holes in their walls or roofs 
madebybombsfromSomoza'splan~. 
Now, eight years later, communities 
not far from Matagalpa are suffering 
similar effects from the contra war. The 
nation and the people who fought so 
hard to overthrow the torturous dicta-
torship of Somoza are again struggling 
valiantly to ?otect the :p-ogress they 
have achieved since 1979 and to con-
tinue their efforts to reruild. Interna-
tional support from organi7.ations such 
as CUSO has a very important role to 
play in this process. 

My eyes mum to the floor in 
Carmen's kitchen. She has been slowly 
sweeping away the ashes in the room 
and we've been talking. Carmen has 
two sons in the war and she worries 
about them all the time. "But no matter 
how hard life is now," she says, "things 
are better than they were before under 
Somoza." 

I pick a piece of pottery up off the 
ground. It's a fat .bird and it's still 
slightly warm. "It's the dove of peace," 
says Carmen. Curiously it reminds me 
of some of the Inuit soapstone that's 
made in Canada's north. A small bowl 
nearby looks, almost exactly like the 
work of the Hopi Indians in New 
Mexico, but Carmen has never heard of 
either of these cultures. 

The room has cooled down a bit and 
the chickens brought in for the night. 
Carmen, worn out, sits down on a stool 
and wipes her brow. "I'm getting too 
old for this," she says, and we burst out 
laughing. We both know she doesn't 
meanit 

QQQQQ 
Betty Smith is a well-known commu-
nity activist from Nova Scotia. She has 
been involved with such organizations 
as OXFAM, Bryony House, and the 
North End Cofrununity Health Asso-
ciation. She is also an accomplished 
potter. She now works \Ulder the aus-
pices of CUSO, with a pottery collec-
tive inMatagalpa, Nicaragua. CUSO is 
an international development agency 
which responds to the needs of devel-
oping co\Ultries by providing skilled 
Canadian workers, fimding projects, 
and educating Canadians about the 
causes of under-development 
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Canadian Book Information 
Centre/ releases new book list 
Jocelyne Marchand 

A PEOPLE IN ARMS 
Marie Jakober 
A popular novel set in the final days of 
the 1979 Sandinist'a ttprising in Nicara-
gua. Drawing on characters from all of 
Nicaragua's social classes, this novel, a 
sequel to 1985's Sandinista, is a story 
of war, love, and a people rising to 
write their own history. According to 
reviewer Jill Cooper-Robinson in the 
Mail-Star, " ... if there is one thing 
above all else she has done, it is to 
personalize and hold our attention 
while force-feeding us- the intricacies 
of a very drawn-out and media-predict-
able struggle." 
0-919573-77-0, $9.95 pb 
New Star Books 

LAsT 

THE LAST BEST WEST: Women 
on the Alberta Frontier 1880-1930 
Eliane Leslau Silverman 
An unusual and powerful oral history 
of the first women to settle an uncom-
promising frontier. Since there are so 
few written records of the lives of fron-
tier women, the author collected 
"memories." The result has the hyp-
notic appeal of all genuine storytelling, 
extraordinary tales of courage and in-
dependence, loneliness and despair, 
triumph and survival. 
0-920792-29-4, $14.95 

SURVIVING PROCEDURES AF-
TER A SEXUAL ASSAULT . 
Third edition 
Megan Ellis 
This third edition incorporates impor-
tant changes to the Criminal Code 
concerning offences against children 
and young people in effect since I anu-
ary· 1988. It is, therefore, the most up-
to-date guide to the legal system as it 
pertains to survivors of sexual assault 
It is clear, concise, sympathetic and 
easy to understand; a valuable re-
source. 
0-88974-011-9, $8.95. 

""'A['l.1\"+Jrlll"I 

DANCING FEATHERS 
Christel Kleitsch/Paul Stephens 
Tafia leaves the reservation with her 
best friend and aunt to attend her first 
pow-wow, and through her experi-
ences along the way, she gains an 
understanding of what being an Indian 
is all about The third book in the Spirit 
Bay series which centers around the 
life of Tafia, an 11 year old Ojibway 
girl and her family, who live on the 
Reserve near Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
0-920303-25-0, $4.95 pb 
Annick Press Ltd. 

Eden Press 

. lll~TH-IN.FOUR CULTURES 
GENDER "BIAS IN SCHOLAii:- BrlgineJoraarl 
SIDP: The Pervasive Prejudice The subtitle of this book is A Cross 
Edited by Winnifred Tomrn/Gordon . Cultwal Investigation of Childbirth in 
Hamilton Yiu:atan, Holland, Sweden and the 
This multi-disciplinary anthology per- United States. It examines childbirth 
t8ins to gender ideology in university from a biosocial standpoint and is 
scholarship. Gender bias is described highly reoommendcd for anyone with 
and evaluated in the light of possible personaland/orprofessionalinte.restin 
alternative perspectives which would childbirth. It presents new emotional 
alter the content and shape of research, and medical apptoaches to childbirth, 
including women as subjects of re- and to society's attitude towards it. 
search and as researchers. Winner of the Margaret Mead Award. 
0-88920-963-4, $14.95 pb 0-920792-27-8, $6.95 pb 
Wilfred Laurier University Press Eden Press 
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PLANTING SEEDS 
Patricia Quinlan 
Art by Vladyana Krykorka 
Children are becoming more con-
cerned about war. They witness it daily 
on television and in newspaper head-
lines. Some have nightmares about 
bombs. In this book, a young girl, using 
her garden as a symbol, discovers that 
adults and kids need to talk about their 
feelings, to find ways to use their crea-
tivity to work for peace by planting 
seeds of hope. A list of titles is included 
for their usefulness as vehicles for dis-
cussion about conflict resolution. 
1-55037-006-5, $4.95 
Annick Press 

' FIRST DAYS, FIGHTING DAYS 
Women in Manitoba History 
edited by Mary Kinnear 
This is a collection of nine essays based 
on papers delivered at a conference 
held at the University of Manitoba in 
1985. The essays were published be-
cause their significance, academic and/ 
or geographic, extends beyond Mani-
toba. The book will appeal to those 
interested in Canadian social history 
and the theoretical problems underly-
ing the writing of women's history. 
0-88977-047-6, $15.00 pb 
Canadian Plains Research Centre 

THE PMS SOLUTION 
Premenstrual Syndrome: 'The Nutri-
tional Approach 
Dr. Ann Nazzaro/Dr. Donald Lombar 
with Dr. David Horrobin 
This comprehensive volume explains 
what PMS is and the symptoms associ-
ated with it. It provides case studies, 
and discusses the various treatments 
now used. The authors reveal their 
phenomenally successful nutritional 
approach which can be geared to the 
patient's own symptoms and lifestyle. 
It combats the distressing symptoms of 
PMS without the use of potentially 
harmful drugs or hormones. 
0-920792016-2, $9.95 pb 
Eden Press 

BELONGING: A BOOK FOR THE 
QUESTIONING CATHOLIC TO·-
DAY 
Lucinda V ardey 
For millions of Canadians, what Rome 
dictates is simply not acceptable. The 
banning of pre-marital sex, artificial 
contraception, abortion, and recently, 
in vitro fertilization; the intolerance of 
homosexuality and the denial of a 
prominent role for women, have made 
the practice of Catholicism seem im-
possible in contemporary times. The 
author traces her own journey from 
convent school to maturity. She com-
pares her feelings and experiences with 
those of the many other Catholics she 
interviewed from all walks of life. 
0-88619-151-3, $12.95 
Lester & Orpen 

shop on Lesbianism and Feminism 
Nym Hughes/Yvonne Johnson/Yvette 
Perreault 
This book offers a unique combination 
of feminist analysis and practical sug-
gestions for social change. A central 
feature of the book is a script for a 
workshop that brings women together 
to explore the emotional and political 
links between lesbianism and femi-
nism. The second half of the book pres-
ents stories and analysis by many 
women writing of their own experi-
ences as lesbians. A section called 
Finding Lesbian Resources lists rele-
vant Canadian and American contact 
groups, publications, bookstores, pub-
lishers and other media. 
0-88974-016-X, $12.95 pb 
Press Gang 

These books can be bought or or-
dered from your local bookseller. 
Please note: We will gladly do a 
book display for groups or organi-
zations anywhere in the Atlantic 
Provinces. Just give us a month's 
notice and we will be there. For 
more information, visit the Cana-
dian Book Information Centre at 
1741 Barrington Street, 4th Floor, 
Halifax, N.S. B3J 2A4 or call us at 
(902) 420-0688. 

DAUGHTERS OF CAPTAIN 
COOK 
Linda Spalding 
A mesmerizing tale of belonging and 
possession, of incest and injustice, set 
against the fertile beauty of Hawaii. It 
has remarkable force which brings the 
clash of cultures and people in and out 
of time, creating a haunting yet pro-
foundly beautiful story of mothers and 
daughters and wives, of men and 
women shaped by their ancestral past, 
and bound together. 
0-88619-171-8, $13.95 pb 
Lester & Orpen Dennys 

Dr. Leah Nomm 
ASSERTIVENESS TRAINING 

STRESS MANAGEMENT 

From a feminist perspective 

Evening groups in Halifax 
Phone 422-4021 

----·---- - ·· ... ~------------ ~- . 
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A Love . Story 
Winnie 
"Where ya goin '?" the cabbie asked. His question was as 

loaded as I was. My eyes, like two pissholes in a snowbank, 
managed to squint an outline of someone I knew. He smiled and 
shook his head. "Little drunk outside, huh? Where to?" 

"Home, James;" I slurred, hoping he remembered _how to get 
there because I certainly didn 'L It was too hot a night to be chasing 
the streets in search of what I loosely referred to as home. 

"That's on Fairfield in Dartmouth, right?" 
"Yeah, but ... " I couldn't stand another argument with my 

brother. He was likely to be as snockered as I w.as, the two of us 
fueled for fire, so to speak. 'Then there was Keith. 'The thought of 
sitting in front of the television sharing more beer and empty small 
talk with him was unbearable. What little there was between us had 
been bellied, leaving us both stale and lonely with hangovers. Our 
continued drinking parblership had enabled us only to share each 
other's voids. He was as happy as I was about my decision to move 
ouL I'd not so much as touched him in six months; there was no 
reason to. 

"Hey, Jimmy, you think I'm, hie, too drunk to vishut a friend?" 
"Your friend got lots of coffee?" 
Kate and a woman I didn't recognize were making their way 

through the door when we pulled up to the front of the house. 
I paid James and thanked him for being so patient through my 

drunkenbabbling.Helaughedandthankedmefornotpukinginhis 
car. 

I staggered my best l'm-not-dnmk-see? stagger toward Kate 
andherfriend.llikedandrespectedKate,notonlybecauseshewas 
a woman with incredible compassion for people, but because she 
was a lesbian. different, honesL Although I had done some discreet 
experimenting on my own and considered everyone potentially 
bisexual at least, her candidness intrigued me, shattering, through 
the time I had gotten to know her, much of the ugly stereotype that 
society offered me of h-h-homosexuals. In Kate's company I was 
free to be whomever and whatever I chose. 

How it was that I came to sit at theedgeofKate' s bed, her friend 
embracing me from behind while I rambled about everything and 
nothing,_ escapes my memory. Whatl am certain of is that I fell in 

__ kwc-With Maggie instantly. She had the most beautiful eyes and 
reassuring manner I'd ever wimessed in anyone. Surely she 
thought me a genuine idiot, inebriated to the point of ossification, 
with pipe firmly clenched between my teeth and bolh feet planted 
firmly on the floor in an aitempt to stop the room from spinning. 
Yet she continued to hold me, to talk to me, to treat me like the 
human being I was beginning to feel I wasn't. 

I had never fallen in love before. This newly discovered feeling 
instigated another one more familiar- terror. I had fallen in love 
with someone I knew nothing abouL A woman. I had fallen in love 
with a woman and it was exciting. It was wonderful It was scary. 
I was going to be sick. 

"I gotta go, Kate," I annollilced, while pulling myself up with 
the help of the wall. Her gentle shove sent me sitting back on the 
edge of the bed. 

"Here. Drink this first and we '11 take you home, shithead." She 
folded my hands around a mug half-filled with black coffee. 

"I don't wanna go home. I just need shum air." Another 
hiccough. 

"If you 're not going home, you 're staying here. You 'removing 
in here in a couple of weeks anyway. Why don't we pick up some 
of your things and bring them back here?" She searched my face 
for ayes. 

"I gotta go home." 
"You just said you didn't want to." 
"Ido." 
I awoke the next morning alongside a snoring, fully clothed 

Keith. I was suddenly nauseated. Carefully, so as not to jar any of 
my organs, I crept to the washroom and steadied myself on the sink, 
peering into the mirror. I looked like a can of worms with their 
mouths wide open. How could anyone love something that looked 
like that? With such a ... oh, n:iy god. Maggie. Kate's friend from 
Boston. She was not only very kind, but astoundingly toleranL I 
must have been a terrible embarrassment to Kate. She and Maggie 
surely had a thousand better things to do after not seeing each other 
for so long, none of which included caring for an inebriate. Never 

again. Never again would a drop of Keith's touch these very dry 
lips. 

I showered quickly and pulled myself into a clean sweatshirt 
and jeans. Keith was in the kitchen burning breakfasL 

"Want some?" he asked, sporting an uncomfortable smile. 
"No thanks." I searched the living room for my cigarettes and 

backpack. 
"You out with your friend Kate again last night?" 
"None of your business," I didn't say. "Yes, why?" 
"No reason." Silence. "A client of yours called last night. 

Wanted to know how his designs were coming." He crunched 
down on his black toast and scooped an over-sized forlcfull of egg 
into his mouth. How I hated to watch him eat! 

''TerryT' I found my DuMaurier and lit one. 
''That's him," he said, and slurped on his tea. 
"I have to go, Keith. I'll see you later. "I pulled the straps of my 

backpack over my shoulders and started for the door. 
"You coming home tonight?" 
"Maybe." I closed the door behind me and stole a long-awaited 

breath. I had been a round peg in a square hole for too long, never 
in a comfortable place. Spending as much time and energy as I had 
in doing the "respectable" thing, only to feel empty and llllworthy 
was absurd. Ihad been touched by men in ways and places Iseldom 
wanted, or consented to. 

When no one showed up for work by ten o'clock, I decided it 
must have been Saturday. I could think of nothing but Maggie. I 
swore off all liquor and condemned all taverns. I wrote her three 
letters apologizing for my unforgivable behaviour. I sketched 
women making love. I sat and daydreamed. I was hopelessly in 
love. I was hopeless, and she likely had ten people waiting in line 
for her. 

The phone rang late that afternoon. It was my friend Ann; she'd 
been talking with Kate - was I alright? Oh yes. Everything was 
fine. Did I meet her friend from Boston yet'/ You bet I did. Grand 
style, too. I thanked Ann for calling and accepted her invitation for 
dinner; yes, I needed to talk. 

I had shared secrets with Ann I never thought I'd reveal to 
anyone. For reasons quite unknown to me then, I was unable to 
sharemyfeelingsforMaggiewithher."Whathaveyougottolose? 
Justspititout,"was alwaysherpetexpression whenlcouldn'tspiL 

What I had to lose I wasn't sure of, and I didn't have a strong 
inclination to find out. It would have to be my secreL Every day fur 
a week, I left work early to spend time with Ann. Still, I told her 
nothing, but I needed her company. That I was not my usual 
loquacious self was undeniable. Ann could stand it no longer. 

"What is it for chrissake!? Who is it!?" 
"Who's what?" I said, stunned by her sudden outburst, yet 

knowing fully whatshemeanL Sheshotmeherdon't-be-daftlook. 

Lesbian and Gay Pride Week 
June 25·28 

For information concerning actlvtties and events, 
OR If you wish to contribute your time and Ideas, WE NEED YOU. ca11 Gall, 455-9008 

June 25: Workshops: 
A.l.D.S., Artificial Insemination, 
Legal issues for gay & Lesbian couples, 
and Gay & Lesbian Parenting. 
Place: TBA; No charge. 

June 26, 1-3 p:m. Movies at Wormwood's 
June 28: Women's Art Show, Other Art 
June 29: Lesbian & Gay Poetry Reading, 

7:30-9 pm, Rumours 
More events being planned. 

"I don't want to talk about it, Ann, Just more of the same life's the 
shits stuff." 

Ann, Kate, and I carried about our usual business and I made an 
extra effort at normalcy in their company. Much to my surprise, I 
was quite good at it. I was also getting some work done. My 
backlog of design and typesetting were completed, the art depart-
ment was immaculate for the first time in months, and my brother 
had even been civil to me in the past two days. Of course, I was 
moving in five. 

The following day I chanced to meet Maggie at a social 
function and I believe that was the closest I'd ever come to cardiac 
arrest. Everyone enjoyed her. She was vibrant, witty, sensitive, and 
she actually talked to me. She was staying with her sister in Halifax 
for another month and then returning to Boston. We should get' 
together sometime. That would be fine, I said, stifling a nervous 
breakdown. 

To avoid inevitable rejection and appearing the complete fool, 
I maintained a reserved composure, much to my surprise, while 
talking with or merely observing Maggie. Opportunity to have her 
undivided attention came my way when Kate asked ifl wouldn't 
mind helping Maggie finish painting an apartment; the tenant was 
anxious to move in. I knew how the tenant felL 

Mygie and I shared herstories and splattered each other with 
latex pairit. We talked and laughed a loL I told her of my two-year 
relationship when I was 12 with a teacher who insisted I visit him 
on Saturdays at the school, a myriad of other relationships before 
I met a man I spent five years with who insisted on using me as a 
basketball, a six month stint with a drinking buddy, how I made a 
living and how·I lived. She was a nursing student in Boston and 
originallyfromSaintJohn,NB,alesbiansinceamillionyearsago, 
and loved vege&arian food. 

When Kate arrived to pick us up for pizza after we'd fmally 
fmished, both of us covered in paint, Maggie turned to me before 
I ducked into the car. "So, are you straight or what'!" Her words 
caught me between my rib cage and my now overturned stomach. 
Asexual, I lied; I was a flop at relationships. "Smmds like ~uneed 
some healing time," she said, and folded me into her arms. She WIS 
such a good friend to people, so kind, and so far out of my league. 
Being her friend would have to be enough, I decided. . 

June 13, my sister's birthday. I was moving into Kate's first 
floor apartment that weekeoo. I had every reason to celebrate, and 
so I did. I had two beer for my sister, one for me, one for Keith, one 
for my brother, one for my caL ••• I landed on Ann's doorstep. No 
coaxing was needed this time. I poured my two weeks of sup-
pressed passion for a woman I couldn't have into Ann's lap and all 
she did was smile. "You'll have a good chance to talk to her about 
it." she told me. "She and her sister didn't see eye to eye on a few 
things. She's staying with Kate." I wanted to die. Talk to her about 
it'/ 

Kate mysteriously appeared a half hour later to take me home, 
my home, where Maggie would be staying for a little while if it was 
OK with me. She had setup an extra cot, had tried to call earlier that 
day to ask, buL ... It was really OK. I assured her. I wasn't 
teclmically supposed to be staying there tonight, anyway. 

"Maggie, you awake'/" Receiving no answer, I turned to go. 
"I'm awake." My flesh became jelly. 
'1 ... I have to talk to you." An incredible desire to melt through 

the floor consumed me. I paced it instead, not sure what to do. 
''Come over here and talk." She patted the empty space beside 

her. Hesitantly I filled iL Everything sudcleniy stopped. She put her 
hand on my face and studied my eyes, then kissed me. It was like 
we'd both been planning it for ages. She WIS so tender, so careful. 
No one had ever touched me like that. 

"I'm.in love wi&h you," I said at last, feeling for the first time 
in my life I wasn't making a miStake, wasn't doing anything 
uncomfortableorself-destructive,andMaggiedkln'ttellmetogo 
away, didn't hate.me, and dkl want me there. 

I have lived in many places, but not until that night did I feel I 
WIS truly home. Folded into eacn other, we shared thoughts and 
eonversation about things I'd never before had the opportunity to 
share. It was magic .. Touch and smell became something new and 
exciting to me then. So did love. Unconditional, everlasting. For 
Maggie.andl,thiswouldnotberememberedasahappyending,but 
a happy beginning. 

:Women's .. Dance 
June 25, 1988 

Vetth House, 3115 Veith Street 
9pmto1 am 

. Admission $4 wagecf,.$2 unwaged 
Onslte ChHd care 
cash bar. 
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Notices/Calendar 
Would you like your meetings, 
events and general goings-on to 
be listed in Pandora? If so, 
please call and leave a message 
at 454-4977 or write to us (see 
page 4 for our address). The 
next issue will come out Sept 1, 
1988 and will cover events in 
Sept., Oct., and Nov. The dead-
line is August 15th. 

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
•Pandorais looking for submissions for 
our Sept supplement on the theme of 
women and violenc~see notice in 
this issue. 
•Ts'elcu Collective is a native Indian 
women's group compiling an' anthol-
ogy of indigenous women's writings in 
North America. The theme is "Native 
Women: Celebrating Our Survival." 
Submissions are invited froiii. indige-
nous women that celebrate, in a politi-
cal way, their survival despite the prob-
lems of racism, assimilation and their 
serious repercussions. The collective is 
also seeking submission5 "about the 
many who have not survived. We must 
tell these stories of our resistance, not 
only contemporary, but the history of 
our mothers and grandmothers." Sub-
missions can be short stories, poetry, 
essays, oral narratives, graphics or b/w 
photos. ContactTs 'eku Collective, 603 
Powell St, Vancouver, BC, V6A 1H2. 
•Women's Press is looking for manu-
scripts for a second anthology of writ-
ing by lesbians about lesbian experi-
ence. Fiction, non-fiction, p<>etry, ex-
perimental work, erotica. Contact: 
Women's Press, Lesbian Manuscript 
Group, 229 College Street, Toronto, 
Ont,M5T1R4 
•Wild East, a bi-monthly tabloid, is 
calling for submissions about every 

aspect of Maritime culture and art, 
especially if presented from a unique 
perspective. They want articles, re-
views and criticism as well as original 
poetry, fiction and works of art present-
able in a black and white medium. They 
are especially interested in the work of 
new writers and artists and are dedi-
cated to printing quality work which 
might not otherwise find an outlet in 
the Maritimes. One of our future aims 
is to be able to pay contributors. Please 
include a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope if return of submissions is re-
quired. Contact: Margaret McLeod, 
Wild West,463 Waterloo Row, Apt2, 
Fredericton, NB., E3B 1Z6. 
•RFR/DRF (Resources for Feminist 
Research) publishes two issues per 
year on New Feminist Research. They 
are looking for contributions from a 
variety of fields addressing any of the 
current issues and debates within femi-
nist scholarship and politics. They 
welcome short articles, commentaries, 
reports on work-in-progress, bibliog-
raphies, or conference reports. Articles 
may be in English or French and should 
not exceed 3000 words. Deadlines are 
June 1 and December 1 of each year. 
Further information: RFR/DRF, OISE, 
252 Bloor St West, Toronto, Ontario, 
M5S 1V6, (416)923-6641 ext2277 or 
2278. 

PUBLISHED MATERIALS: 
•Audrey J. King's TMre' s Lint in your 
Bellyblltton, is a delightful cartoon 
depiction of life in a wheelchair. Cop-
ies are available for$16.9S (Canada) or 
$203S (outside Canada) from Cana-
dian Government Publishing Centre, 
Ottawa, Ont, KIA OS9 or through your 
local bookstore. 
•The Conseil du statut de la femme in 
Quebec has published new resources 
on reproductive technology to coincide 

Name: 
Address-·----------------
Corrununity:---------------Province: 
Postal Code: _ 
Telephone: (Home) (Work) 

Subscription rate for four issues: 
Supporting ($5) - Contributing (to $50) _ 
Sustaining ($50+) _ Institution ($15) _ 
Outside Canada-Individual ($10) _ 
Outside Canada-Institution ($25) 
Is this a renewal? 

We may be asked for our subscription list by groups inter-
ested in passing on information. Each request is discussed 
by the editorial group. Please indicate if you do not want 
your name included. __ 

Pandora, P.O. Box 1209, North, Halifax, N.S. B3K 5H4 

with their conference on October 29-
31, 1987. Dilemmas: When Technol-
ogy Transforms MotMrlwod, a 40-
page magazine-format overview, is 
available in both French and English. 
To order, contact Conseil du statut de la 
femme, 8, rue Cooke, 3 etage, Quebec, 
Que., (418) 643-4326. Cost is $3.9S. 
•TherevisedversionofTakingCare: A 
Handbook About Woman's Heallh by 
Mary J. Breen is now available. This 
200-page handbook on topics such as 
stress, eating well, menopause, fitness, 
patients' rights and , birth control is 
written for women with limited reading 
skills. Copies are available free for 
individual women. Organizations will 
be charged handling costs. To order, 
contact: The Women's Health Project, 
c/o Peterborough YWCA, 216 Simcoe 
St., Peterborough, Ont., K9H 2H7, 
(70S) 742-98S2. 
•A new lesbian newspaper, Diversity: 
tM Lesbian Rag, has begun publica-
tion. Contact Diversity, c/o Box 659S l, 
Station F, Vancouver, BC, VSW SIA 
or call (604) 254-84S8. 
•Surviving Procedures After a Sexual 
Assault, an invaluable resource book 
for survivors of sexual assault and 
those working with survivors has re-
cently been published by Press Gang 
Publishers, 603 Powell St, Vancouver, 
BC V6A 1H2. $8.9S. 
•Canadian Congress for Learning 
Opportunities for Women (CCI.OW) 
is launching a project to create a re-
source guide to literacy materials for 
women. They are looking for print 
materials which are used to teach 
women basic reading, writing, mathe-
matics, science of life skills which are 
relevant to women's experience and 
are Canadiaii. Contact Martha Scott or 
Gladys Watson, Literacy materials for 
Women Project, CCI.OW, 47 Main St 
Toronto, Ont. M4E 2V6. 

EVENTS & GROUPS: 
•Akala Point is a retreat facility on the 
coast of Nova Scotia, near Peggy's 
Cove. We offer space for private or 
group retreat holidays, facility rental to 
appropriate groups for their own work 
or meetings, as well as courses in vari-
ous "New Age" disciplines with local 
or visiting leaders. Write: Akala Point, 
Box 4, Site 28, R.R. #1, Tantallon, NS 
BOJ 3JO (902) 823-2160. 
•Listen to Sister Sounds (women's 
music in a feminist context) on CKDU 
97.S FM at 8 pm Sundays; and to 
Women's Time (news and interviews 
about women's issues) on CKDU at 
S:4S pm on Thursdays (during the 
Evening Affair). Any community 
groups who would like to announce 
their events, call Corutle at 424-6469. 
•M.U.M.S.meeteverysecondSunday. 
Call Darlene Dacey, 466-6321 or 
Brenda Thompson, 464-96S l. 
•LAIG (Latin American Information 
Group) meets 7:30 pm the first Tues-
day of each month at the Oxfam-De-
veric office, 1649 Barrington, Halifax. 
•Coalition Against Apartheid meets at 
7:30 pm on the first Thursday of each 
month at the Oxfam-Deveric office, 
1649 Barrington Street, Halifax. 
•CARAL (Canadian Abortion Rights 
Action League) meetings. Call Elaine 
at 422-7698. 
•Women's Employment Outreach 
holds a four-part pre-employment 
workshops for women. They start the 
first Tuesday of every month, 9:30 -
11:30. Phone 422-8023 to register. 
•Veith House requires volunteer help 
for its literacy program, HEADWAY. 
Tutoring takes place with adults on a 
one-to-one basis and/or in small 
groups. For more information, please 
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HELP AND REFERRAL LINES: 
•The Abortion Information Referral 
Service 421-4123. Sponsored by 
CARAI../Halifax. 
•GAE has an info line on gay and les-
bian events and groups. Call423-2292. 
•The Pictou County Women's Centre 
in New Glasgow, N.S. has established 
a Rape Line. Phone 7S2-2233. 
•Spousal Abuse Line (see article in the 
issue) 462-6228. 

June 
June7 
Comnwn Ground: A One Act Play by 
Carol Millett and Mark Day, Pub Fla-
mingo, Halifax, 8 pm, $4, childcare. 
June 12 
Metro Coalition Against Free Trade 
Deal presents Rally for Canada with 
Four the Moment and McGinty as well 
as others. 7:30 pm Rebecca Cohn 
Auditorium, Halifax. Admission $10/ 
$6. 
June 13-15 
University of Guelph's annual sexual-
ity conference will examine the current 
issues in human sexuality, teaching 
approaches in sex education, and coun-
selling methods for sexual problems. 
Contact: Continuing Education Divi-
sion, University of Guelph, Guelph, 
Ont, N1G 2Wl (S19) 824-4120 ext 
3113. 
June 14-19 
Third International Feminist Book 
Fair, University of Montreal campus. 
Seminars, panels, workshops andread-
ings will be held. Contact 3rd Interna-
tional Feminist Book Fair, 4060, boul. 
St-Laurent, bureau 204, Montreal., 
Que., H2W 1 Y9 (S14) 843-3169. 
June 15-16 
First Canadian Nursing History Con-
ference in Charlottetown, PEI. Contact 
MargaretM. Allemang, RN. PhD, 320 
Williard Ave., Toronto, Ont., M6S 
3R2 
June 15-20 
Sara Bright of Cine Mujer from Co-
lumbia will be in Halifax and wants to 
meet with women's groups interested 
in making feminist films. Sara will 
teach a mini-course at Saint Mary's 
University on the 16th and 17th of 
June. For more info, call Linda 
MacDonald 420-S489. 
June 18 
Childcare Advocacy '88-a workshop 
for organizations concerned with qual-
ity childcare, 8:30 -S pm, Henson Col-
lege, $10, Further info: 422-9444. 
June 18-19 
Intuition Development with Suzann 
Owings, a clarvoyant and channel from 
California at Akala Point. Cost: $17S 
for workshop (includes sleeping ac-
commodation and vegetarian meals). 
Group reading on Saturday evening 
from 7:30-10:30, cost $25. Contact 
Kerol Rose, 423-2320. 
June25 
Women's Dance, Veith House, 311S 
Veith St., 9 pm - 1 am, $4 waged, $2 
unwaged, childcare, cash bar. -
June 25 - July 1 
Lesbian and Gay Pride Week For more 
info call Gail, 4SS-9008. 
•June 2S, workshops on AIDS, artifi-
cial insemination, lesbian & gay par-
enting and legal issues for lesbian & 
gay couples, place TBA, free. 
•June 26, films, Wormwood's Cinema, 
1-3pm. 
•June 28 - July 2, Other Art, Gottingen 
St, women's art show. 
•June 29, lesbian & gay poetry reading, 
Rumours, 7:30 - 9 pm. 

[ July 
July 2-Sept 4 
Dalhousie Art Gallery-three exhibits 
from their permanant collection: Con-
temporary Canadian Art; Inuit Art; and 

Dalliousie Art Gallery Poster Ar-
chives. 
July 8-10 
Naropa Institute will hold a workshop 
on Women and Spirituality. Registra-
tion fee $100. For more info, call 422-
2940, 1084 Tower Road, Halifax. 
July8-23 
Naropa Institute will hold various lec-
tures and workshops on a multitude of 
subjects. For more info, call 422-2940, 
1084 Tower Road, Halifax. 
July 14 
Dalliousie Art Gallery lecture by Alma 
Houston on Inuit Art, 8 pm. 
July 24-31 
The Second B.C. Wiccan Summer In-
tensive will be held near Vancouver 
with Starhawk and other members of 
Reclaiming Collective. $27S-37S slid-
ing scale includes food, lodging and 
training. For info: P. Hogan, 1937 W. 
2nd Ave, Vancouver, BC V6J 1J2 

. (604) 732-S1S3. 
July 27-31 
Women and the Arts will celebrate 
more than 20 women artists in Win-
nipeg. For info: Women and the Arts, 
S12-26SPortageAve, Winnipeg, Man. 
R3B 9A7 (204) 947-1390. 
July 29-Aug 1 
Lesbians and Gays of Colour-Toronto 
is planning the Sthlntemational Lesbi-
ans and Gays of Colour Conference in 
Toronto. Theme is Grass Roots. Send 
ideas, donations and inquiries to: 
ILGCC,Box6S97, Station A, Toronto, 
Ontario, MSW 1X4 or phone (416) 
S88-2930. 

August 
Aug 6 
Hiroshima Day. Candlelight peace 
walk at 9 pm, meeting at the Grand 
Parade, Halifax. All welcome. Wear 
white. There will be other events dur-
ing the day: to be announced. 
August 10-14 
Michigan Womyn's Music Festival. 
For info send SASE to WWTMF, Box 
22, Walhalla, Michigan, 494S8. 
Aug21-26 
North American Bioregional Congress 
III on the west coast of Turtle Island, at 
the North Vancouver Outdoor School. 
A cultural focus will encourage bi-
oregional groups to express their 
unique identities as people and place. 
Strong participation by native commu-
nities is encouraged. NABC is a coop-
erative community, so participants 
should be prepared to help when neces-
sary. Contact: NABC III, Box 1012, 
Lillooet BC, VOK 1 VO. 
August 21-27 
1988 Coaching School for Women at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax. Focus 
on volleyball and basketball. For more 
info: National Coaching School for 
Women, c/o CIAU, 333 River Road, 
Tower A, 11th Floor, Ottawa, Ontario 
KIL 8H9, phone 613-748-8619. 

Autumn- J 

September 
National Conference on Shelters and 
Transition Houses, in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Hosted by the Manitoba 
Committee on Wife Abuse. Contact: 
Ms. Joey Brazeau, Manitoba Commit-
tee on Wife Abuse, 1823 Portage Ave., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3J OG4, (204) 
88S-3302. 
November 11-13 
12th Annual Conference of Canadian 
Research Institute for the Advance-
ment of Women (CRIA W) in Quebec 
City. Theme: Women from Here and 
Elsewhere. For info contactFaculti des 
sciences sociales, Bureau 3446, Pavil-
ion Charles-De Koninck, Universite 
Laval, Quebec, GlK 7P4, (418) 6S6-
2832 




