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While violence �g�in~� women will always be a women's issue, 

Men must take some responSibility for changing society 
Sharon Fraser 
(The following is a talk givm by 

Sharon Fraser al a panel discMSSionfor 
the Women's Caucus al Saini Mary's 
University on latulJJTY 9, 1990. The 
event was held as part of a memorial 
for the 14 women who were killed in 
Montreal la.st December.) 

I'm going to read to you from a 
collUJUl I wrote way last year, months 
before the Montreal massacre. This is a 
story I .often tell and so it's possible 
you've heard it before. 

"One of the stories I sometimes tell 
is the way acertainmurderwascovered 
when I was worlting at CBC New 
Bnmswick. The murder victim was a 
16-year-old girl; the murderer was her 
17-year-old boyfriend. 

Every time the girl was mentioned 
- and this was true of all the media-

it was noted that, at the time of her 
death, she'd been wearing a pink an-
gora sweater and tight jeans. Every 
time the boy was mentioned, it was 
noted he was a cadet at a military col-
lege. 

The producer of the current affairs 
radio show I was working on decided 
he wanted a member of our staff to 
attend the trial full-time and do com-
prehensive coverage. 

I questioned this - properly so -
and said although the news depart-

ment would be expected to have a re-
porter in court, I had never known the 
current affairs shows to do the same 
thing. His chilling response to me was: 
''But this murder has sex appeal." 

And indeed, it was covered almost 
lasciviously by every news outlet in the 
province." 

Volunteers 
The basic upgrading (literacy) programs 
at the North End Library, Spry Centre, 

Thomas Raddall Library 
(Tuesday and Thursday mornings) 

and at the Sacred Heart School 
(Monday and Wednesday evenings) 

are in need of volunteer tutors. 
Workshop training will be provided. 

Inquiries from potential volunteers 
are welcome 

Please call 421-6987 or 421-6800 

Halifax 
Continuing Education 

Eye Level Gallery 

Two Exhibitions 
of Women's Art 

Leslie Sampson 
x 

Janice Carbert 
DWELLing 

Opening - March 13 at 8 pm 
Exhibition runs from March 14 to 31 

Gallery hours: Tues. to Sat - Noon to 5 pm 
Thurs. - Noon to 7 pm 

2182 Gottingen ���~�� 2nd floor, 
Halifax. For info_ call 425-6412 

Pandora, March 1990, Page 2 

I thought about it recently when I 
was reading an excerpt from the new 
book The Good Titnu by New York 
Times columnist, Russell Baker. His 
book has been almost universally 
praised by the critics and his fellow 
jomnalists as he tells, with lots of anec-
dotes, the story of his earlier career in 
newspapers. 

But the part that stopped me short 
was his description of working the 
policebeatandthemurda'covengeon 
the Baltimore Sun, where he began his 
career. 

He says he might inc>ne in to the 
city editor with a "little murder." The 
editor would probably say he'd take a 
couple of paragraphs and fill a little 
holeonpage 16.ButifRussellcalledin 
with a "good murder," he'd be sure to 
get the editor's attention. 

Says Russell: "Any number of 
things could elevate a little murder into 

although I fmmd many media outlets 
turned this into us-against-them. Be-
cause they couldn't apply their usual 
standards of objectivity - they 
couldn't find people to quote who 
would say "this murder's bad. that 
murder's good" - they had to find 
another angle. 

It became, who's to blame? Is this a 
women's issue? Is it only a women's 
issue? Is it the fault of men? Is it the 
fault of feminism? The coverage, I 
think, took away from our right to 
grieve and added an element of defen-
siveness to all news coverage. Many 
men were on the defensive immedi-
ately. Others went on the offensive. 
Feminists, in particular, were pushed 
into a position of defensiveness and 
guill 

I fowid the coverage excluded the 
point of view of women who live with 
actual violence every day - women 

spare their feelings, to comfort them 
and absolve themofblame. Well, many 
of us, as women and as journalists, 
havedecidedtostopdoingthal We've 
decided that both at home and in the 
media we have to convince men that 
theyaretheoneswhomusttakerespon-
sibility for the violence against women 
and children and they must do some-
thing about it- and that means more 
than lip service. 

Now it's all very well for men to 
talk to other men about iL But that's not 
enough. It's alsonotenoughformen to 
sayldon'thitmywife,ldon'tbuypor-
nography,ldon'ttellsexistjokes.Men 
must also make a commitment to help 
create a society in whichallof tho5e are 
socially unacceptable. It's been done 
with smoking - it can be done with 
sexist and misogynist behaviour. 

But violence against women is not 
an isolated issue and the news media is 

a good murder. 
Was the victim 'a 

not the only cul-
priL Good, acces-
sible childcare. re-
productive rights, 
affirmative action, 
and pay equity are 
also part of the 
same issue. So are 
the entertainment 
media - cartoons 
your children are 
watcJling and the 

prominent Balti-
morean' or 'a 
member of an old 
Maryland fam-
ily'? H SO, good 
murder. 

"Could the re-
write man justi-
fiably describe 
the victim as 
'statuesque,' the 

Note that your governments in power 
have deplored the killings in Montreal 

at the same time as they're 
cutting funding for shelters for 

universally 
widerstood code 
word meaning 'big breasts '7 If so, 
good murder, especially if the mur-
derer ~as still unknown and .the cops 
could be persuaded to hint at sexual 
motives behind the·crime .•. " 

He concludes his section on murder 
with these thoughts: '-rbe 'terrific 
murder' wu one so uniqqely gory, so 
sex-drenched, so m~ or so~ 
bolical as to be irresistible even to the 
S1111' s stodgy readership. Such murders 
feature dismembered corpses, 'statu-
esque' women found dead in full nu-
dity, husbands willing to kill to inherit 
arichwife'sfortuneortoreplaceacool 
wife with a warm mistress and similar 
elements." 

11iere was nothing as blatant as this 
in the coverage of the recent murders, 

battered women ... 

who are victims, women who work 
with victims, women who understand 
the root causes of misogyny. The cov-
erage of the mourning usually avoided 
analysis and often concentrated on 
pictures-both actual and verbal-of 
weeping women standing helpless in 
the cold refusing to allow men to attend 
their vigil. followed immediately by 
interviews with sympathetic men -
very often leaving the imp'ession of 
angry irrational women 8lld calm rea-
sonable men. 

It's 1he cahn reasonable men that 
many women journalists and 
laywomen had ahard time dealing with 
after the tragedy. As women and as 
journalists, we're well-conditioned to 
listen, to initiate communication, to 

"We must celebrate even small victories 
in order to strenthen ourselves for the 
rest of the long slow walk to full equality" 

Celebrate 
International Women's Day 

March 8, 1990 
Please drop in during the Week 

MARCH 5 - 9, 1990 
8:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

Advisory Councll on the Status of \'{omen 
Suite 207, Purdy's Wharf, 1959 Upper Water Street 
Halifax, N.S., Phone: (902) 424-8662 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 745, Halifax, N.S. B3J 2T3 

Nova Scotia 
Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women 

violent games 
your sons are play-
ing. So are the 

words and actions of the biggest pop 
stars on records and videos. So are 
mainstream movies and prime time 
television. 

So I have these suggestions for all 
men who want to change the world. Go 
to meetings. If there are no meetings to 
go to, organize one. Checkout day care 
centres in your neighbourhood-· if 
an;y.Findourhowmanychildrenareon 
the waiting lists. Find out what your 
politicians really think. not by listening 
to what they say but by their records. 
Note that your governments in power 
have deplored the killings in Montreal 
at the same time as they're cutting 
funding for shelters for battered 
women, trying to lighten up the laws to 
control prostitution - which means 
getting it out of sight- and shelving 
plans for child care. Note that your 
news outlets haven't made that head-
line news. 

Check out high schools and univer-
sities and note that athletic programs 
are not the only ones that differentiate 
between men and women in allocating 
budgets. Note that faculties which are 
traditionally populated by women 
consistently have fewer dollars budg-
eted than the male-populated faculties. 
In fact, recent studied are showing that 
as the proportion of women in law 
schools grows larger, the budgets for 
such schools is being decreased pro-
portionally. 

These are only a fraction of the 
things that have to be worked on, both 
within the media and withoul Women 
have been working alone to try and 
make some basic changes in society but 
have reached the point in our develop-
ment where we acknowledge that the 
people responsible for society as it is-
white males -now have to take some 
responsibility for working on changing 
it. 

But these are women's issues -
don't forget thaL They're women's 
because it was women who put thCm on 
the public agenda and we all know it's 
women who will keep them there. 
Women don't want that agenda 
changed-we simply believe it's time 
for men to talce some responsibility. 



Demand tremendous: 

Survival guide 
empowers 
single moms 

Brenda Thompson on how the social assistance system, 
At 35,000 feet over Edmonton in the child protection agencies, die fun-

November of 1987, I began discussing ily courts and such, were supposed to 
in earnest how to put together a re- work. This was gleaned from pmn-
source book for single mothers like me phlets, brochures, booklets and reports. 
who were lost in the confusion of sur- Then I took notes from single moms 
viving. My seat-mate was Sandi Kirby, who were experienced in survival on 
and she was soon to be my feminist how these agencies really work. 
methodology professor. I gathered enormous quantities of 

I explained to her that in my activist information. Boxes of files began to 
work with low-income single moms, I pile up in my apartment. My daughter 
kept finding inconsistencies and inac- learned to fall asleep to the sowd of a 
curacies about what the rights of social pollllding typewriter as I pared down 
assistancerecipientswere.ltseemedto the contents of the files and compiled 
methattheonlywaywomencoW:dfmd the most accurate and realistic infor-
out about legal rights, resources, or- mation. I kept those boxes of informa-
ganizati0ns, and survival tips was ei- tion for many months and through 
ther by being activists or knowing many moves. 
someone who is. Fmding out how to I wasn't exactly sure how to go 
survive as a low-income single mom about putting this guide together, and I 
seemed to be a secret available only to was scared that every word I wrote 
a few. would be ridiculously wrong. Fortu-

Sandi encouraged me to talk with nately I had friends who were only too 
other single moms; to listen and to take willing to listen to my ideas and en-
notes on issues important to us. Latir courage me. I also had friends who 
that year, in class, she taught us thatour were willing to show me the way. 
subjects in our research must also be In the summer of 1989, I had the job 
participants, and that we must tiy to of production assistant with Pandora. 
make our research empowering not There I learned the basics of desk-top 
only to ourselves, but also to the par- publishing. Debbie Mathers taught me 
ticipants. . a great deal about how to put a publica-

That spring I started interviewing tion together, to make it interesting, 
lo~im::oftRf sllig1e moms t.0· find out readatile, and'i:Dclusi.ve to ,the reailer. I. 
what was most important to them - worked on th:e gUidC m my' spare time, 
what information they needed most to apd Debbie spent her spare time teach-
kmw. I attended conferences and !is- ing me. She held my hand when I 
tened to the problemS being raised. I whined, and kicked my butt when it 
discussed the idea of the survival guide dragged. (Actually, it was gentle nag-
with' them and got lots and lots of sug- ging.) And she managed to get me out 
gestions. of my procrastination pout. (All stu-

At the same time I began interview- dents have it!) 
ing, I was also gathering information I decided that I didn't want to apply 

International Women's Day 
Benefit Lunch 

in support of 
Bryony House 

Thursday, March 8, 
Noonto2pm, 

Vinnie's Pub, Mount Saint Vincent University 

Tickets are available for $5 at: 
Women's Studies Department 
Rm 313, Seton Academic Centre, 
Mount Saint Vincent University 
and 
Red Herring Co-op Books 
1555 Granville Street 
Halifax, N.S. 

A benefit event dedicated to the 
memory of our sisters 

who died so tragically in Montreal. 

Sponsored by Versa Services, 
the Mount Saint Vincent University Women's 

Studies Society and the Student Union. 

~· 

(Photo by Beth Joudrey) 
Brenda Thompson, shown here with her main support systems: her daughter Megan, and her mother Juanita. 

for a government grant to put this guide 
out since I was afraid of being 
muzzled. I had every intention of aim-
ing some well-deserved criticism at 
our provincial government and I did 
not wantto be silenced by their money. 

I also decided that I did not want to 
apply to any grass-roots women's or-
ganizations since I was not sure that I 
could actually put this booklet to-
gether, given the various demands of 
school and motherhood on my time. I 
knew that our women's groups don't 
have money to spare, with the recent 
cutbacks in Secretary of State grants. 

In the end, I decided to go to various 
groups and ask for donations of serv-
ices such as Phofocopymg. 

Wel~the ~��~ f,llwJ,Y �~~ to-
gether in laie Dec;ember 1989, and 

Judith Davies and I and several others 
spent countless hours in front of a 
photocopier over the Christmas holi-
days, putting together 1000 copies of 
the guide. 

As I write this, The Single Mothers' 
Survival Guide has been released to the 
public for 12 days, and in that short 
time almost 800 copies have been 
grabbed up. 

The local media was initially slow 
in picking up the story about the guide, 
but once the news got around the de-
mand for the guide has been tremen-
dous. Requests are coming in from all 
over the province. Red Herring Book-
store reported that, in less than a week, 
over one hundred people entered riiiik-
ing a bee-line for the booklet 

The local hospitals have requested 

copies, as have various groups and 
organizations representing senior citi-
zens, mental health, and tenants. rights. 

It has become apparent that this 
guide is needed, and it is needed in 
more than just the Halifax-Dartmouth 
area. Plans are now being made_ for a 
second run of the guide; however, 
funds are needed this time since I sim-
ply don't have the time or energy 
needed to spend soliciting donations 
and then photocopying for days on end. 
Printing l,000 copies would cost over 
$2,000, and !hat's using !he cheapest 
copy method and binding available. I 
need some help. If you think you could 
help out, please call Pandora at 454-
4917 or write a cheque to: 
Pandora Booklet, Box 1209, North, 
Halifax, N.S. B3K 5H4. 

Korean conference eye-opening experience: 
Women fight sexism, harassment, status quo 

Kristin Roberts 
At the beginning of last smnmer 

(July 1-8, 1989), I attended the 13th 
World Festival of Youth and Students 
in Pyongyang the capital of North 
Korea. The Festival is a huge gathering 
of Communist/Socialist people (aged 
7-50 approximately) held every four to 
five years since 1947 when it was be-
g\D'I. in Prague. The 13th WFYS was the 
first to be held in an Asian co\D'l.try and 
had 16,000 delegates from over 180 
countries. 

Canada sent a really strong, diverse 
delegation of 70 people. We had activ-
ists from native, gay, women's, 
French, trade unions, human rights, 
peace, etc., communities. And, as it 
tumed out, Canada was one of only 
four countries to send equal representa-
tions of men and women. The rest of the 
countries sent more male delegates, 
with the result that at the Festival there 
was a highly unbalanced ratio of men to 
women (25-30:1, we estimated.) 

This created several problems. 
First, I was really looking forward 

to networking with other women and 
learning more about how women live 
and are treated internationally. This 
was next to impossible because most 
delegations only sent a token represen-
tation of women (some colD'l.tries sent 
all male delegates) and finding women 
to eat with or sit with was difficult. 

Secondly, there was a lot of sexual 

harassment against the women who 
were there. From the first night we 
were in North Korea, we were sur-
rounded by hoards of men asking for 
our room numbers or phone niimbers, 
trying to grab us or kiss us, slap or 
assault us, etc. None of us felt safe or 
free from this harassment. We wanted 
to fight back! 

So the Canadian women set up a 
meeting, for women only, to deal with 
these problems. We held it July 6 at the 
Canadian Club building. The men on 
the Canadian delegation (who were 
extremely helpful throughout the Fes-
tival) volunteered to guard the busses 
to ensure that no men tried to get into 
our meeting. As it turned out, we had 
over 60 women from 25 countries. 

This meeting was really important 
and productive. We all sat in a circle 
and had a round-robin sharing of our 
personal experiences of harassment at 
the Festival. It was then that I began to 
realize fully the potential danger of the 
harassment. Some women found men 
waiting outside their apartments or 
even in their rooms, and one Korean 
woman was actually raped by four 
delegates. (They were arrested and put 
in jail but we haven't learned anything 
else about them.) 

We also set up a ''Take Back the 
Night" demonstration where we 
marched with men, both women and 
men shouting "No means NO!" Then a 

report was read aloud that demanded a 
women's commission be set up for the 
next festival and that the permanent 
commission make it mandatory that 
women make up 30%, 40%, and then 
50%, of the delegates over the next 
three festivals. Also, a sexual harass-
ment board must be set up to reprimand 
those guilty of harassing women. 

We also started an international 
address list and an international net-
working newsletter called The Art of 
Communication-International 
Women's Network. To get your name 
on this wonderful list and possibly 
subscribe to the newsletter, write to: 

Kathy Goodman, 
#60, Lane 36, 
Sinsheng North Rd., 
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C. 
(The suggested cost of the printing 

and mailing of the newsletter is $12 
(US). This covers membership for 12 
issues a year.) 

In conclusion., the Festival was an 
incredible experience despite the obvi-
ous problems. I learned a lot about 
peoples' struggle for freedom and met 
fabulous individuals. I also learned 
about North Korean society, which, 
before the Festival, was one of the most 
isolated and closed-off countries in the 
world. 

If anyone has any questions, or 
wants to see my slides, please feel free 
to call me at 455-8013. 
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In the wake of the Montreal massacre of fourteen 
women, there were repeated denials from many segments 
of society that Upine's attitude toward women was a 
reflection of societal attitudes-that he was supported in 
his beliefs-about women, and his reactions to women, by 
many in society. We know better. 

Violenceagainstwomenisalways in our lives. We ex-
perience it in the media, in jokes, and in the courts. We 
experience it on a daily basis in what are often terrifying 
and isolating acts perfonned by "average men" in our 
society. The terror is never far away from_ us. It haunts us 
as we walk down the street, as we enter our homes, as we 
talce the bus after dark, and in thousands of other activities 
we carry out on a daily basis. It may be subtle, or it may 
descend upon us with the powerof a fisL No woman is free 
from this sort of acceptable terrorism, and yet society con-
tinues to deny that it exists. The on-going -debate over 
whether Lepine·~ violence was an isolated act or simply a 
symptom of an increasingly deranged society suffices to 
indicate the denial. 

An example of this surfaced while I watched the film 
Driving Miss Daisy. Throughout the film, Miss Daisy 
repeatedly denies her own prejudice by refusing to recog-
nize iL Her inability to see how her complacency and 
active, unquestioning, participation in an unjust society is 
more damaging than the organized violence of a few. 

This same issue must be addressed when we consider 
the Lepine murders-especially by those individuals who 
excuse Lepine as crazy. It is these people wbo distance 
themselves from men who rape or assault women. 1bey 
hide behind the veil of tolerance which shadows our 
patriaJChal society, condoned by the judicial system and 
other authoritarian bodies who act as role models for 
citizens to follow. In keeping with these role model 
judicial bodies, we find out thatit took an entire year for the 
public to learn of the sexist remarks by Quebec trial judge 
Denys·DiollllC that "women are like laws, sometimes they 
are meant to be violated." (In the original French, his 
remark is even worse; the tenn means "rape. j Such a com-
ment sends a strong message of approval and acceptance 
to those men who continually and brutally assault women. 

We at Pandora feel the violence enacted out on 14 
women in Montreal was in no way "an isolated incident" 
We have started to collect examples of things that we feel 
promote and condone violence towards women. Our goal 
is to publish the findings in our next issue (Jone 1990) and 
for this task we are asking for your help. In the next month 
or so, keep your eyes and ears wide open; record every-
thing you feel perpetuates violence towards women. 

Look at television, advertisements, billboards, maga-
zines, comments on the street, language, jokes, etc. Please 
send your observations to us (P.O. Box 1209, North, 
Halifax, N.S., B3K 5H4) or leave a message on our 
answering machme (454-4977). We need to hear from you 
by May 15th so we have time to incorporate them into our 
June issue. 

Here are some examples by P~dora women to get you 
started: 
•A recent advertisement by Revlon Cosmetics portrayed 
Frank Sinatra and his wife. He was standing behind his 
seated wife pulling up and back on a pearl necklace he had 
purchased for her. It looked like he had herneck in a noose. 
•The outside wrapper of a sponge brick listed three pos-
sible uses to relieve tension. One of these was "throw it at 
your wife to reduce maintenance costs." 

-Carrie and Amani 

Pandora calls her sisters, young and old! 
We are planning theme issues for both our September and 

December 1990 issues. We are all pretty much of an age here 
at Pandora; that is, mid-twenties to mid-forties. We really feel 
the lack of input by younger feminists as well as older ones. So 
we would like to open up our pages particularly to these age 
groups, and we will start by printing stories by younger women 
in our September issue and by older women in our December 
issue. 

We hope this will only be a start-we want to have all age 
groups represented all the time. So please, if you have felt 
excluded by us or anyone else because of feeling too young or 
too old (and we all know women are never the right age, just as 
we are never the right shape) then take this opportunity to get 
in your two cents worth. 

Write about what it's like to bea younger or older feminist, 
or write about anything else that moves you. We need your 
submissionsfortheSeptemberissuebyJuly 15atthelatest.and 
for the December issue by October 15. 

We always say to potential writers for Pandora. .. Pretend 
you are writing to a close friend." Even women who never 
thought they could write find they can do thaL And that is what 
we want-personal stories of women's lives and personal 
opinions about the world as it relates to them. 

H you enjoy reading the personal stories on these pages, 
think how you owe it to our other readers to send us yours. 

The next couple of months will be exciting ones for 
women. There is just so much happening on so many fronts. 

Federally, there's the issue of abortion legislation as well 
as cuts in the budget We all know that women are going to be 
hiL .. hard. 

Provincially, our MLA's are still trying to lake away our 
freedom of choice by outlawing free-standing abortion clinics. 
Dr. Henry Morgentaler's trial for performing ''illegal" abor-
tions starts March 5. All pm-choice women are requested to 
rally in support in front of the Provincial Law Court on Spring 
Garden Road from noon to I pm each day of the trial.· 

It's ironic that Dr. Morgentaler's trial is being held during 
International W001Cn's Week. Here we all will be, celebrating 
women and freedom and choice, and yet we are still unable to 
have freedom of reproductive choice here in Atlantic Canada. 

Despite this irony• there are many events going on f<r 
Intttnational Women's Day (which has turned into Interna-
tional Women's Week, and maybe even fortnight!) See the 
calendar of events on pages 9 and 10. 

The Women's Health Education Network will soon be 
holding their Annual Conference, as will the National Action 
Committee on the Status of Women and the Women's Action 
Coalition of Nove Scotia. 

Meetings are being set-up to plan other events, such as the 
Third Almost Annual Lesbian Conference. 

And these are only a few of many events happening in the 
next couple of months. (Check the calendar and International 
Women's Day sections of Pandora as well as the advertise-
ments in this issue for more infonnation.) 

With all these events going on, this will be a busy season 
for women. We at Pandora would like to take this opportunity 
·to thank all the women who work so hard, usually voluntarily, 
to aid the causes of freedom, equality and justice for all. 



Pandora's letter policy 
Pandora's policies are constantly shifting and evolving to effec-

tively meet the needs of our paper and readers. The following is an 
outline of our present policy relating to letters submitted for publi-
cation. 

Heather reports in from Tobago 
to te1·1 us about their concerns 

Pandora reserves the right to publish only letters that fall within 
the guidelines of our editorial policy: letters must be written by 
women and be woman-positive; we do not accept material that is 
intolerant or oppressive. 

We prefer that letters are in direct response to an article or 
current concern. Should they refer to an article appearing in 
Pandora, the author of the article will be contacted and given an 
opportunity to respond. 

We will print letters anonymously, but at least two women in 
Pandora must know the woman's name and be able to contact her. 

Pandora reserves the right to edit for length; however, the writer 
will be notified should this be necessary. We request that all letters 
include a phone number so we lru)Y contact the writer should it 
become necessary. 

Enjoys Pandora, but who 
wrote L.G.R.N.S. story? 
Pandora: estedinhavingprofiledisJeanRhys.Is 

Another Pandora! Great! As al- that a possibility? 

Pandora: . 
Greetings from the sandy shores of 

Tobago. ltis with bitter sadness that we 
heard of the senseless slaughter of 
women in Monlical - there are no 
words for this despicable outrage. Sit-
ting here among women of colour and 
black women, we shared equally the 
paiµ of our sisters across Canada and 
wept openly for this. Yet another outra-
geous attack on women!. We found 
great comfort at this time of anger by 
listening to Four the Moment md once 
again our strength is replenished to 
continue this battle to stop violence 
against women evezywhere. 

Here in Tobago, where I have cho-
sen to make my home, I have begun to 
meet with on-going groups of women 
to discuss their concerns. I find the 
concezns of the women here in the 
islands to be the same as those repeat-
edly voiced by the women of North 
America. In both Trinidad and Tobago 
the women have identified incest as the 
number one problem. Number two? 
You guessed it - violence against 
women. 

Even in this tiny island (less than 

45,000 people) there is one room in a 
house being used to shelter battered 
women of which there is an inaed:ibly 
large number. I have been asked to 
speak at several group meetings and I 
hope to begin anew group very soon of 
Women Against Violence. The work 
that needs to be done here, as every-
where, boggles the mind. But at least 
we know the rules and the ropes so this 
should be very helpful in all our en-
deavours. 

I have requested that women send 
us any old summer clothing - shoes, 
etc, etc. The poverty is at a level more 
shocking than I have ever witnessed, 
but there is an irrepressible joy that just 
flows from the women evezywherc we 
go. The beautiful splendour of the is-
land, the singing of the birds, the warm 
and welcoming tropical ocean makes a 
very relaxing backdrop .md is a very 
healing setting in which to work. 

TheislandofTobago is 94% Negro; 
the other 6% is divided between Indian, 
Chinese and white (mostly foreigners.) 

We recently went to a Christmas 
Fair in a one-room school--a very 
small one room school--Ouu: houses 

six classes and 149 children each day • 
We have decided to tutor our children 
ourselves and they are getting a really 
solid education that they could not 
learnoutofathousandbooks. Wehave 
been invited to spend Christmas with 
the family of a wonderful black woman 
by the name of Heather Grant wt.> has 
become a dear friend and is the man-
ager of the building in which we live. 
Her family lives in a very small village 
deep in the mountains. It should be an 
interesting and different experience for 
all of us. 

Allmy love, 
Heather Dawn 
Tobago 

We get thanks, 
subscriptions 

Pandora: 
Congratulations to each of you! The 

Pandora Oct/89 issue was recently 
brought to my attention. I have been 
delighted with its content and direc-
'tion. ways, the range of topics cove-zed is I always enjoy the new books pro-

wide, making sure there is "something filed by Jocelyne Marchand. What a 
for everyone." treat! 

I enjoyed the centre-spread on Megan Ardyche 
LGRNS (Lesbian and Gay Rights Halifax 
Nova Scotia). I wonder, though, why (Pandora's note: The lack of a name 
none of the pieces had a name attached? on the LGRNS story is our fault, not the 
In ftems talking about the impo~ author's.Allthestorieswercwrittenby 
of "putting yourself out · there" that Anne Bishop. originally as one long 
would seem to be an important affinna- story. We broke it up into the compo-
tion of the author's willingness to do nent parts, mainly to make it more 
what she is asking others to do. readable. In the process, we neglected 

Despite tight money, 
Pandora gets sub 

Please place me on your mailing list 
as a subscriber. Lots ofluck in all your 
endeavours to research and to en-
lighten. -

Regards, 
Velma Noble 
New Minas, N.S. 

Pandora: 

Another article by Carol McLeod to put Anne's name on each section. 
-anothertidbitofour 'herstory.' One We apologize to her md to our readers 
author(amongmany)Iwouldbeinter- who were misled.) 

My daughter and I have read Pan-
dora since I picked up a copy of your 
first issue in a Fredericton book store 
-we have subscribed since then. 

Book on pregnancy does·n't 
Now my daughter is in high school 

and! have goneback to school to finish 
a B.A. at the University of V ezmonl I 
am studying art and women's studies 
- a field that didn't even exist when I 
dropped out of school on 1967. deserve derision from women I have a son in college, too - so 
money is tight; but my daughter is a 
Canadian citiun, born when we lived 
in Fredericton and we are both femi-
nists who work at it every day - so I 
hope you can continue to send me 
Pandora. I know it's expensive to send 
to the U.S., butweneedtoknow what's 
happening with you. I'm looking for-
ward to spring 1991 when I graduate, 
and will soon thereafter be a paying 
subscriber again. 

Pandora: 
On November 25, 1989, Pandora 

held a women's dance at Veith House 
in Halifax. For this special event, the 
Canadian Book Information Centre 
kindly donated four books to be given 
away as door prizes. One- of these 
books was titled "Being Pregnant: 
Conversations With Women" by 
Daphne Morrison. 

To my dismay, this book was 
treated as a joke, as no one wanted (or 
would admit to wanting) a book with 
such a title. When I read out the number 
of the winning recipient for the book, 
the room broke into laughter. 

At theendofthenight, the book was 
.eft on the desk by the front door. In 
curiosity I took the book home to 
browse through. 

I found it a fascinating and often 
heart-wrenching account of issues fac-
ing pregnant women. I also found it 
representative of the issues facing all 
women and how these issues perpetu-
ate our oppression. For example, it 
dealt with issues of racism, violence, 
drug-abuse, societal abuse of single 
mothers, sexual abuse by physicians, 
access to sperm donors for lesbians, 
and sexually transmitted diseases. It 
also dealt with miscmiages, abortions 
and planned pregnancies. 

The book was divided into 15 short 
stories of women's experiences being 
pregnanl I found something of myself 
in each of the 15 herstories lfnd yet I 
have never been pregnant. I learned 
things about women that I had not 
known before. 

I felt the laughter was indicative of 
the increasing splits in the feminist 

,, 

movemenl It was saying that we had 
nothing in common with pregnant 
women, even though they are our sis-
ters and suffer the same types of abuses 
we do. 

I was disappointed that the book 
was not treated with respect and dig-
nity, for this is how the women in the 
book should be treated. I recognize that 
not all women share the same interests 
in the type of literature we choose to 
read; however, I felt the laughter repre-
sented something more. 

The point I am trying tomake is that 
more often than not, we can build on 
similarities rather than differences be-
tween women. 

Anyone wishing to discuss this fur-
ther may leave a message on the Pan-
dora answering machine and I will 
contact you. 

Sincerely, 
Amanl Wasser 
Halifax, N.S. 

Thanks, 
Karen Jackson 
P .S. On Tuesday January 30, I'll be 

attending a memorial service at Uni-
versity of Vermont for the 14 women 
killed in Montreal December 6. 

P.P.S. My sweet husband who 
works in publishing has helped me 
decide we can support you. The 
amount will not save maritime publish-
ing, but it will help, I hope. 

Karen Jackson 
(Pandora's note: Thanks for the 

Subscribe to Pandora 
Name: ______________ _ 
Address: _____________ _ 

Province: Postal Code: ------Phone (h): (w): ____ _ 

Subscription rate for four Issues: 
Supporting ($5) __ Contributing (to $50) __ 
Sustaining (over $50) __ Institution ($15) __ 
Outside Canada-Individual ($10) _0utside Canada-Institution ($25) _ 
New subscription? __ Renewal? __ 

subscription. Butplease be assured that 
we would never delete any woman 
from our mailing list purely because 
she cannot afford our subscription 
price. Lots of wonderful woman read-
ers send us donations so that we can 
afford this service. We thank these 
anonymous women every day for their 
generosity. And lots ofluck with uni-
versity. It's a big. exciting step.) 

Pandora: 
I appreciated the way the last issue 

washandled. Whenlsawitwastobeon 
abortion. I thought. "Oh, oh," expect-
ing a very strident tone and gnashing of 
teeth. Instead, it seemed to feature 
facts, common.sense, jiersonal expeti-
ence, and hmnour. Congratulations. 

Janet Curry 
Truro,N.S. 

March3 
Pandora's Coffee House 

entertainers include: 
Jane Wright, Jocelyne Marchand 

Lynne Murphy, Andrea Currie 
Pam Mason, Miriam, Rose Vaughan 

Anne Bishop, Brenda Beagan 
Jo-Anne Bond and others! 

Women only 

doors open 8 pm, entertainment starts 9 pm 
Veith House, 3115 Veith Street 

Wheelchair acce~sible 
$3/$5 

alcoholidspecialty/regular/ decaf coffees 
and other beverages 

For childcare information, 
call 454-4977 & leave a message 

Bring your own mug and 
help save the environment 
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Political prisoner will receive 
Pandora and lots of support L_ikes Pandora, but feels 

it could be better edited 
Pandora: 

Time to go intercontinental! I en-
close a cheque for a subscription to be 
sent to: 

Serville Tekeli-Oztas, 
Kapali Cezaevi, 
Kadinlar Kogusu, 
Yozgat, Turkey 
Serville is in prison in Yozgat for 

her alleged participation in activities 
of a banned political organization, the 
Turkish Comn11mist Party. She began 
her sentence of four years, four11Jonths, 
and fifteen days in the summerof1988. 

Serville is the only female political 
prisoner in YozgaL She was listed in 
Amnesty International Bulletin, De-
cember 1989/1990 as a prisoner of the. 
month. ' 

Although the Turkish Communist 
Party is banned, it dbes not have a 
policy of violence, and therefore 
Serville has been imprisoned for the 
non-violent exercise of her political 
beliefs. 

Serville has written in reply to my 
letter, "I feel quite weH here in Yozgat, 
no need to worry." Amnesty says that 
many of those arrested with her were 
tortured (but it smmds as though she 

has been spared this.) 
"By the way, there isn't any 

women's Jrison in Turkey. The au-
thorities can put women in any prison 
they p-efer." She is allowed to read 
newspapers, periodicals and books 
which aren't forbidden (probably best 
not to send Communist publications!), 
and is allowed to accept gifts of coffee, 
which is her great prison luxury. 

This is the first time I have received 
a response from a prisoner, although 
Amnesty International letter-writing 
gives me lots of chances to write (dip-
lomatically of course), to ambassadors, 
presidents, and even kings. The records 
some of these guys have, it's a wonder 
the words, "Your Excellency" don't 
freeze in the pen. 

Althoughitniaynotbe wise to enter 
into political discussions, letters and 
non-religious cards would assure 
Serville that we are thinking of her. 

Or iou can join Amnesty Interna-
tional yourself, either as part of a group 
or (like me) as part of the letter-writing 
network. You can get information from 

Amnesty International, 
Canadian Section (English Speak-

ing), 

We've moved! 
Women's Employment Outreach 

is now located at 
5639 Spring Garden Road, 3rd Floor, Halifax, NS 

Free ~mployment counselling services 
for women! 

For more information, phone 422-8023 

Pandora, March 1990, Page 6 

130 Slater St., Suite 900, 
Ottawa, Ontario. KlP 6E2 
Youthinkletter-writingisprobably 

not really useful? Half the government 
of Czechoslovakia was on Amnesty 
International's list a few years ago. 
Some day it may be President Serville 
Tekeli-Oztas saying, "Letters from 
friends in Halifax helped me make it". 

Lynn Murphy 
Halifax, N.S. 
P. S. Please start the subscription 

with theissueaftertheonein which this 
letterappears.Mentionoftorturemight 
not go down too well with the prison 
officials. 

Please write to 
Pandora! . 

Pandora: 
Sony, I've been busy with my jour-

nalism program: getting articles in on 
time plus putting out a yearbook for 
New Bnmswick Community Col-
lege-Woodstock. 

I am happy with the quality of the 
articles published by Pandora... but 
have a tendency to edit all articl~ now 
for style, spelling, etc. ('That's what the 
journalism program is doing to me!) 

Thanks for sending Pandora even 
when I've not sent money. Contrary to 
popular belief, students are not raking 
in the bucks on student loans! 

Laura Richards 
Woodstock, N.B. 

(Pandora's note: This seems to be a 

good chance to explain our editing 
policy. While we do attempt to correct 
spelling errors [we know, we miss at 
least a few!], we do not generally try to 
change an author's style of writing. We 
believe that we, as white, oftenmiddle-
class women, should not be imposing 
our values and our culture on other 
women. 

We will change the words of an 
author only if the meaning is unclear or 
ambiguous. We also sometimes make 
small changes in paragraphing to make 
the story fit the space allotted it or to 
make the page seem less gray. We 
never make substantial changes in a 
woman's story without first contacting 
her.) 

i 

+o 

Celebrate International Women's Day 
by Caring 

Become a member of Veith House, a non-profit social 
agency in the north end of Halifax. We provide 

services to the low income community, most of whom 
are women. Programs include counselling, literacy, 

parenting skills, a preschool, and 
a spousal abuse program. 

Membership entitles you to voice and vote at the 
Annual General Meeting, our quarterly newsletter and 

updates on Veith House events. 
Yearly membership rates: 
$5 (Client) 
$1 O -25 (Regular) 

$50 (Contributing) 
$100+ (Supporting) 

Nam I:;---------------~ 
Addre;J;;>----------------

Post code Phong...------
All donations are tax~tible and will be receipted prompUy. 

Please make cheques payable toVetth House and mail to: 
3115 Veith Street, Halifax, N.S., B3K 3G9 

or telephone 453-4320 for more information. 

she 
this 

too .. 

Rummage sale 
March24 

10am-2pm 
Veith House 

3115 Veith Street 

To benefit the 
Woman's program 

Admittance 25¢ 

For more info or to 
donate clothing, call 

JIJadine,454-5479 

Waterlily: a new feminist 
quarterly for Newfoundland 

and Labrador worn en 
Subscribe by writing to: 

Waterlily 
P.O. Box 367, Stn C 

St. John's, Nflcl, A 1 C 9Z9 

Individual $10; Institution $15 



Goddess Remembered explores 
ancient matriarchal spirituality 

Marie-Claire Chartrand This peaceful egalitarian society the control systems such as ltierarchy, 
Nancy MacLeod can be followed thousands of years; patriarchy,racismandsexismtl)atexist 
The Goddess Retnembered is the thencomesabreakfromthiswayoflife in today's society. 

most recent in a series of films by with the onset of Greek culture and a Interspersed with the film's docu-
director Dorma Read which looks at male supremacist mentality. The natu- mentation of the Goddess, there are 
women and female spirituality. This ral human way of being with the earth commentaries from various feminist 
film follows her earlier work Beldtul and worshipping the Goddess was scholars, writers, poets, storytellers, 
the Veil: Nuns which looked specifi- changed.Control,hierarchy,anddomi- and theologians, whosharetheirviews 
cally at Catholic women in the Church. nation moved to the forefront·of social and experiences of feminine spiritual-
Thi! Goddess Remembered moves norms and with it war and violence ity and the Goddess. 
from specifics to take a general look at became central to society's structure. On the whole, this documentary 
femininespiritualityintherealmofthe The male population felt .more weighs heavily on the pro side. The 
Goddess. closely identified with the conqueror documentation and commentary come 

Nearthebeginning,thefilmaffirms God and soon the Goddess was for- · together to provide a good blend of 
a common belief that women experi- saken. A movement to destroy all abstractandconcrete,pastandpresent 
ence themselves The footage is clear 
in a unique way. 
They are the 
birthers, the giv-
ers of life, and 

We see the Goddess as the nurturer of all life, the gatherer 
who gives birth ... (who) attends the earth and her harvest. 

and concise. The 
entire film repre-
sents scholarly re-
search. The back-

have an inherent attaclunent to the 
natural world and its cycles. 

Jn Thi! Goddess Remembered, we 
go back thousands and tens of thou-
sands of years to discover that there is 
evidence to support the existence-of the 
preeminent Goddess throughout the 
world We are taken to foreign lands 
where we tread on the grounds of an-
cient temples where at one time wor-
shipping the Goddess was anatural part 
of everyday life. TheGreatMotherwas 
found portrayed in many artistic medi-
ums. We fmd her grandly displayed in 
wall murals in ancient caves, in large 
stone monuments, in small statues and 
figurines, and many other art forms. 

We see the Goddess as the nurturer 
of all life, the gatherer who gives birth 
to the young and skillfully attends the 
earth and her harvesL The society in 
which the Goddess reigned was egali-
tarian. Tiiece were no apparent value 

1diitiiiftionS'made between the female 
and the male; however, reverence for 
the lifegiving and goddess-like charac-
teristics of the female was present. 

memory of her was begun inan attempt 
to obliterate her and deny she existed at 
all. It was the Warrior God who was 
now the giver of life: the female was 
only the receptacle of this life. 

As the film shows us, no amo\Dlt of 
effort was enough to wipe away alle-
giance to the Goddess. There are still 
Goddess-worshiping cultures to be 
found today in Africa, Greece, and 
among a growing number of the popu-
lation worldwide. Even after the incep-
tion of Christianity and other male 
centered religions, people from all over 
the world are drawn to the sites of 
monuments to the Goddess still in exis-
tence. There is an awesome power 
about the statues of this large, full-
bodied Goddess with her voluptuous 
breasts and grand, strong upper mt4 
lowerbody(afarcryfromtheanorexic 
goddess-like images we are taught to 
worship today). 

The mm Comments on tile detri-
ment we have brought upon ourselves 
by losing touch with om EarthMother. 
The effects of this loss are evident in 

Red Herring Co-op Books 
Halifax's Alternative Bookstore 

Specializing in books on 
Feminist theory &. issues of choice 
Parenting Lesbian and gay issues 

Black culture• Native peoples• Politics 
History Marxism Literature 

Third world &. international issues 

As well as 
Calendars T-shirts• Magazines Pins 
Records&. tapes• Co-operative games 

Bridgehead coffee &. tea 
And much more! 

Store hours 
\ . 

Monday-Wednesaay, Saturday - 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Thursday-Friday - 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Sunday - 12 - 5 p.m. 

Red Herring Co-op Books 
lSSS Granville Street, Halifax, N.S. 411-5087 

ground music, played by Loreena 
McKennitt, was captivating. For those 
of us who saw Read's lastfilm.N1111S, it 
was easy to make the links of om pres-
ent experience of religion and what was 
hidden in our past. 

If one were to find difficulty with 
this film it might be in the fact that a 
subtle message comes through that 
women alone hold the key to the future 
of our earth and a retmn to a Goddess 
worshiping society. But this is, after 
all, a film which looks specifically at 
women and their spirituality so we fmd 
no fault in the female bias. 

Some might prefer that the women 
commenting in the body of the film be 
identified during the fihn rather than at 
its end. Ms. Read felt that the anonym-
ity of the speakers during the course of 
the film gave the information a-edibil-
ity without drawing undue attention to 
the penonalities involved (Jean Bolen, 
Starhawk. "Mary Tallmountain). This 
film gives those of us already familiar 
with the Goddess an affirmation in 
knowing that our spirituality is rooted 
in ancieqt maternal ancestry. 

Thl!GoddasRemonberedisamust 
for all to see. It puts us in touch with a 
dimension of ourselves which we often 
cannot name or validate. It fosters are-
smgence of excitement and hope 
among those endeared to the Goddess 
andpresentsanewvisionforthosewho 
have not yet acknowledged the God-
dess. 

This film gives way to Read's next 
production, Thl!BurningTima, which 
is due to be released soon. In this new 
film, Read looks at the massacres of 
innumerable people (mostly women) 
because they adhered to a spirituality 
more in line with the Goddess thin the 
God of the Christians. If Thi! Goddess 
Remembered is any indication, we 
should all look forward to this new 
release. 

canoclon woman studies 
les cahlers de la~ 

Feminist Quarterly 
10G-pege-..ilvllylauonlodlorumlor 
--. ed--ct..nge 

ac:dotl 
_ .._ ·-• loplo opclllo ID -···----... 

Please enclose money-order or cheque 
for $22 payable to Canadian Woman 
Sludl .. for a yearly subscription (4 Is-
sues) . . For laster service caa our office 
(416)736-5356. Outside Canada. add $6. 

�~� Province·----
Postal Code ___ Country __ _ 

CClnodlan Woman studies 
212 Founde1> College. York Un1¥8"11y 

.(700 K- SI., Downsv!.w. Ont. M3J 1P3 

On March 8 to March 22, Marilyn Kellough will be displaying 
her first solo exhlbHlon at Manuge Galleries, Hollis Street In 
Halifax. Marilyn would like to dedicate this exhibition to 
Michelle Martinello and friends for their love, support, faith, 
and encouragement. Photo by Barbara Morton. 

Examining past lives helps 
release fear and puts U$ in 
touch with our true nature 

Barb Stephens 
When I started my studies 23 years 

ago, little did I realize that I was really 
onaquesttofmdoutwhotheGodinme 
was. The oldest of seven children in a 
French Canadian home, I was taught 
not to question anything. However, I 
was very curious and I wanted answers. 

One day in my early twenties, the 
word reincarnation appeared and 
grabbed me and my spiritual light bulb 
went on. Twenty three years later, I 
have a lot of answers and am still look-
ing for more. 

TheNorthAmericancul111re is built 
on the premise that what you can expe-
rience with your five senses is all that 
exists. The fact that we have six senses 
is ignored We do have a sixth sense 
that is pure psychic feeling. This sixth 
sense adds extra information to the five 
senses and we should not ignore iL 

We have so many wonderful tools 
at our disposal which are free. Using 
01D' built-in psychic sensitivity skills, 
paying attention to the wealth of infor-
mation contained in om dreams, and 
being aware of the many levels of exis-
tence can provide a fuller, more well-
rounded life. 

There really are more things in life 
than we are aware of and we can get in 
contact with all of them. 

We function on more than just the 
physical level. We are, on occasion, in 
communication with the minds of om 
family and friends, more commonly 
known as telepathy. We can also com-
municate with people in thenon-physi-
cal or after-death environment 

We ~an, at will, travel lnywhere, 
anytime, and we don 'thave to leave the 
comforts of our living room. 

Reincarnation (or past lives) has 
become a favourite topic of mine. I feel 
that examining our past lives is an 
important means of release from fear 

and a way of getting in touch with our 
true nature. 

I give psychic consultations and 
sessions on past life recovery. The psy-
chic consultations involve helping 
clients get in touch wirh their immedi-
ate poblems and foreseeing the past 
and future possibilities. My aa:uracy is 
approximately 70-80 ~ cent. The 
sessions are usually one homin length. 
I use psychometric methods (i.e. hold-
ing a personal object) or clairvoyance 
when applicable. 

In the past life recovery sessions, I 
am able, with my clients' help, to take 
them 1*:k to a chosen time period 
where they see images of themselves 
and their situations. Through questim-
ing, we find parallels to paent day 
events. This often relates to images I 
receive through psychic consultalions. 
'I'here are many ways to find a bridge 
between the present and the past-we 
just have to become aware that imagi-
nation and d6j& vu experiences may be 
past life memories. 

I find more and more people are 
inmested in finding out about their 
pastlives.Idon'tusehypnosisulhave 
foundmanyofmyownpastlives while 
being conipletely aware of my sur-
roundings. I use this same technique 
when discovering something I did 
yesterday; logically I should be Ible to 
remember the distant pasL 

In addition to offering individual 
sessions, I also conduct worbhops in 
my three areas of expertise: 
•Development of psychic sensitivity 
•Dream intapretation 
•How to find your past lives. 

I have recently written a booklet 
called "How to find yom past lives 
without hypnosis." Any requests for 
either an appointment, workshop or 
booklet can be made by calling (902) 
455-3837 and asking for Bub. 

Listen to Spinsters on Air 
CKDU 97 .5 FM on Saturdays, noon to 2:30 pm. 
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Inequality between women and men 
strengthened by father's "rights" 

Scarlet Pollock 
' Jo Sutton 
Measures which support the social . 

position of men as fathers also support 
the subordination of women and girls. 
Fatherhood is a position of senior male 
dominance through which men are 
enabled to practise and protect their 
privil.es. Political moves to increase 
men's claims to children and to en-
1,tance men's decision-making rights 
over children are couched in the lan-
guage of equality. 

Yet, this is a liberal conC:eption of 
equality which comfortably (for men) 
neglects the political conflict between 
men's dominance and the, oppression 
of women. Equality in this liberal sense 
merely bolsters and feeds the political 
power that men have already taken for 
themselves. 

The advantages which men are -
granted in employment, taxation, state 
benefits, housing, welfare services, 
and so on, give men the appearance of 
being better able to careforthematerial 
needs of children when custody comes 
into dispute. Legal moves to improve 
men's rights over children upon di-
vorce, and outside of marriage, in-
creasingly point towards the time 
when, once again, children go with 
fathers. It is not that men Will come to 
do the work and take the responsibility 
for child care; it will continue to be 
women who care for children. 

As the political inequality between 
men and women is strengthened fur-
ther, women will fmd themselves 
uriable to leave men for fear of losing 
their childreh. And if he leaves her, it 
will be another wom11J1-father's 
mother, new girlfriend, new wife or 
housekeeper - who will be taken on 
by him to care for the children. 

'Mien equality becomes a social 
goal, men's interests are seen to be very 
importanL Despite the widespread 
structures of inequality between men 
and women in o\U' society, the family is 

portrayed as an institution of equality. 
The family is placed in isolation 

from the unequal outside world. 
Within this mythically equal family, a 
"balance" is being sought through a 
steady progression o( policies which 
assert men's rights to children. Using 
ideology and myth, as well as juridical 
power, men strive towuds the position 
of their 19ih century forefathers. 
Equality for women is still over the 
horizon. Men's claims as fathers will 
serve only to push women backwards. 

In fact, the claim of men to father-
right over children has not come about 
in isolation from the world. Fatherhood 
does not only take place within a fam-
ily; it exists as a set of political relation-
ships affirming the-dominance of men 
and within that, the dominance of the 
senior male. It is a hierarchical rela-
tionship where expectations and obli-
gations are imposed upon those in a 
politically weaker position. 

Fatherhood is the principle organ-
izational model for om society. Appar-
ently isolated events, such as court 
decisions and legislation on abortion 
act within a social structure which 
supports and even glorifies fatherhood 
and the power this carries for men. 

Men have been able to use the rheto-
ric of liberal equality to enhance their 
social poweroverwomen and children. 
While appearing radical, they increase 
their level of decision-making and 
control. The propaganda is so persua-
sive that we are expected, in the name 
of equality, to validate men. 

Feminism is being subsumed in the 
fight for fathers' rights. Based within a 
liberal notion of equality, it acts to 
undermine the political conception of 
the need for women's liberation from 
the rule of men. 

Feminists are being called upon to 
fight for men's rights over women, 
while feminist language is used to fur-
ther male dominance. "Equality for 
men" within a system of male domina-

LEARN 
about the 

LAW 

The Public Legal Education Sociew of Nova Scotia makes the 
Jaw understandable and aCC8l!_Sible. _ It publishes booklets and 
pamphlets, arranges speakers and seminars on legal topics and 
has a library of legal materials which is open to the general 
public. 
Contact them at 1127 Barrington Street. Halifax, N.s.: B3H 2P8 
phone(902)423-7154 

Public Legal Education Society of Nova Scotia. 
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tion can serve only to validate and 
perpetuate the oppression of women. 

A positive strategy for women must 
involve social policies and actions 
which support the strengths of women, 
and the strength of women working 
together to counter male domination. 
State provisions and judicial powers 
must discriminate positively in favom; 

-

by Nlcole Holts1Cler 

of women, adding to, rather than under-
mining, the possibilities for women 
organizing together against oppres-
sion. The maintenance of fatherhood 
and men's claims to children is a direct 
attack upon women and upon the femi-
nist challenge to male domination. 

Women can oppose the increasing 
power of fathers in ways such as these: 

- Free 24-bour child care 
This principle implies not that chil-

dren should be placed in child care 
facilities for 24 hours a day, but that 
women should be supported in caring 
for children at all times. Child care 
facilities nm by women must be avail-
able to fit in with different employment 
hours, needs of other children, and so 
on. That is, there must be both aware-
ness and practical support for women 
who are caring for children. 

Feminist child care and sb&red 
mothering 

The interests of men to protect their 
relation of power ovet women and 

children means that it is preferable for 
women to share parenting with other 
women. In terms of both the responsi-
bility and activities of raising children, 
women and children are in safer hands 
with women. Caring for children to-
gelher offers women the emotional 
support and practical help needed, 
without having- to become dependent 
upon men. Feminist alternatives in 
child care can provide for a strengthen-
ing of ties between women, the promo-
tion of equality amongst children, and 
a direct challenge to male power. 

Abolition of men's rights to child 
custody 

Given that the divorce rate is reach-
ing one in three, women who wish to 
care for their children without fathers 
must have this right upheld in court. 
Legal cases concerning the custody of 
children must give priority, not to joint 
custody, but to women who are primar-
ily responsible for the care of the chil-
dren. This provides single women with 
the opportunity of having children 
outside the control of men; it offers 
married women an escape from the 
men who retain coritrol over them as 
"fathers" to their children; anditis vital 
for lesbians who are pioneering femi-
nist alternatives in child care and 
shared mothering. 

Abolition of men's rights of ac-
cess 

Present access arrangements are 
open to widespread abuse by men. 
They are able to use their greater in-
come and resources to bribe the chil-
dren, to question them about their 
mother's activities-and hannfully 
divide the children's loyalties. They 
may then use their access visits and the 
information they have acquired against 
the mother in court, if and when they 
wish to fight for custody again. Even 
when a woman is no longer married to 
a man, she is always tied to him and the 
power of the male state through the 
children. 

Positively discriminated, glrls-
only Institutions and organizations 

As long as male dominat!_on exists, 
emphasis must be placed on positively 
discriminating in favour of girls. Be-
cause all individual males are part, 
even if a very junior part, of the male 
state, girls must be able to grow and 
work separately from men. This is 
based not just upon the abuse of men's 
power in our welfare and education 
systems, but also upon the fact thatmen 
have that power in the first place. At 
present health, welfare and education 
organizations prepare children for their 
''place" in a male dominated society. 
All must be radically redesigned if they 
are to prepare children for a society 
founded on equality. 

Opposition to health and welfare 
policies which encourage men to 
take over children 

Dr. Carol Pye 
Clinical Psychologist 
Feminist Therapist 

425-7043 

Such policies as encouraging men 
to be present at childbirth make it pos-
sible for them to lay early claims to 
those chil!fren, to the exclusion of 
women. Currently fashionable images 
of men with children extol fatherhood, 
while mothers appear the faded back-
ground workers. Policies which pres-
entfatherhoodas essential, and encour-
age men's "involvement" with chil-
dren, affinn the power and privileges 
of men at the same time as they portray 
women and motherhood as inadequate. 
These policies are designed to increase 
the power of men over children, and 
through them, over women. 

Fight for equal pay 
Unequal wages assume that a 

man's earnings financially support a 
woman and children. The term "sup-
port" assumes dependence of women 
and children upon men. It is one of the 
ways that men, as part of the father-
hood, justify higher male wages and 
then ensure women's dependence on 
men for an income. 

The relationship between a man 
and bis sperm does not make him a 
social father 

It is an enormous leap of the imagi-
nation to suppose that because men 
have sperm they have any rights to live 
as heads of families and to have social 
and political power over women and 
children. 

Refusal to put a man's name on 
the birth certificate or to give chil-
dren a man's name 

There is great social pressure on 
women to indicate paternity of chil-
dren. This improves men's chances of 
winning custody from women in 
courts, if &nd when they wish to contest 
iL Greater rights to custody of children 
for men is gained at the expense of 
women and children. It is often the fear 
of losing children which keep women 
in heterosexual relationships. This fear 
is well-founded as men increasingly 
regain controlling rights to children. 

Opposition to hierarchical or-
ganlmtions _ 

Organizations nm as hierarchies, 
with a father-figure at the head. Com-
petition, particularly between males, is 
an essential part of their way of work-
ing. Within these organizations, men 
operate as brothers as well as working 
their way up to senior positions as fa-
thers. The Women's Liberation Move-
ment has challenged this structure and 
developed non-hierarchical organiza-
tions which directly oppose the politics 
of fatherhood. 

Challenging the rights and privi-
leges of men . 

We need to question fatherhood in 
every social institution, and radically 
re-assess the power men hold as fa-
thers. Fatherhood neither stems from, 
nor is limited to, "the family" athome. 
Rather, itis the central organizing force 
of male power. 

In the home, men's claims to chil-
dren must be undermined. In schools 
and other welfare organizations, girls 
must be provided with_ single sex units 
which positively discriminate in their 
favour. In employment, inequality in 
wages, conditions of work, manage-
ment and unions must be confronted 
and opposed. The structures which 
uphold men's rights and privileges to 
be fathers over females and junior 
males, and the rights and privileges of 
all men over women and girls, must be 
challenged. 



Laura Secord finally see-ks recognition 
Carol McLeod 
Although her name is now synony-

mous with ice cream and candy, Laura 
Secord earned her place in Canadian 
history because of her comage during 
the War of 1812. 

The daughter of an American by the 
name of 1bomas Ingersoll. Lama was 
born in Massachusets in 1775. Moving 
to Ontario in 1795, she married James 
Secord, a merchant, in 1797 and settled 
down with him in Queenston. 

Her life was 1Dleventful until 1812, 
when fri,ction between the United 
States and Great Britain led to the out-
break of war in North America. That 
October, while James was away on 
military duty, Americans invaded 
Queenston, commandeering money 
and supplies and searching for wcai;>-
ons. 

As soldiers neared the Secord 
house, Laura saved a valuable collcc-
tionof Spanish dubloons by tossing the 
coins into a cauldron of boiling water. 
Later that year she dragged James 
home from a nearby battlefield where 
he had been seriously injured in the leg 
and shoulder. 

In June, 1813, Americans again 
forced their way into the Secord home. 
This time they ordered 4ma to serve 
them dinner. As the evening pro-
gressed, the officers began discussing 
plans to crush resistance in the area by 
attacking Beaver Dam, a small British 
outpost a few miles 'to the west. 

Laura ovcmcard the conversation 
and realized that Lt. James FitzGibbon, 
who ·Was in charge at Beaver Dam, 
mustbewamed. Withherhusbandstill 
recovering from his wounds, she was 

' 

to fetl\tnist 

������l��~ 
~���~o� tteseatchets. 

. �i���~ ol \etnifUSt 
corn?'ltet\2' ~ . ~ {\e\ds and 

to . to 9 

. 

\ot 

ot cornrnunit'il t~ and conieret\C-e otganizetS· 

:.. u:F, rr �o�~ 
~�o�~o��� 

N.B. We encourage all 
feminist researchers to 

register in the bank. 
Application fonns available 

fromCRIAW. 

CRIAW 
Canadian Raun:h IMdtute 
fOI' the Advancement of W.....,.. 

151 Slater, Suite 408 
Ottawa, Ontario KlP 5H3 
(613) 563-0681 

Greetings! 
March 8 

International Women's Day 

As we 
celebrate 

our solidarity 
with women 
everywhere! 

Alexa McDonough, MLA 
Halifax Chebucto 

Leader, Nova Scotia NOP 

the only one who could make' the trip. 
Knowing that if she went by roall 

she would be arrested by American 
patrols, Laura decided to take a cin:ui-
tous and treacherous 20-mile route 
through twamps and woods. 

The next morning she had -on1y 
reached her front gate when an Ameri-
can soldier stopped her and asked 
where she was going. With perfect 
composure, Laura said she was looking 
for a cow that had straYed from the 
barn. 

To her surprise, the soldier believed 
herandlethergo.By aftemoonshehad 
entered the swamp. Alone, unarmed, 
and soaked·to the skin, she panicked 
only once - when a pack of wolves 
bCgan to howl. However, the pack 
moved on and Lama continued her 
journey. 

As night fell she reached the woods, 
where she sensed that she was being 
watched. R1Dlning into a clearing, she 
was surrounded by Indians. With the 
lastofh~strength, she told them where 
she was going and why it was important 
she get there. The chief, whose sympa-
thies lay with the British, admired 
Laura's courage and ordered one of his 
men to take her to FitzGibbon. 

An hour later Laura arrived at Bea-

(Photo courtesy of the Ontario An:hlVM) 

ver Dam, warned FitzGibbon, then 
collapsed from exhaustion. FitzGib-
bon revived her and had her taken to a 
nearby house to rest. She returned to 
Qucenston the next day - the same 
day the Americans were ambushed 
near Beaver Dam by 400 Indians loyal 
to the Britis}\. FitzGibbon accepted the 
surrender of the American Force, 

which outmunbered his by ahnost nine 
to one. 

When the war ended in 1814, the 
Americans withdrew from Cmada.. 
However, life for the Sccords did not 
resume its former course. James never 
fully 'recovered from his wounds and 
was unable to retmn to work for may 
years. ' 

As for Laura, she was reticent for 
two decades about discussing her part 
in thwarting the American capture of 
Beaver Dam. Then, in 1839, at the age 
of 64, she decided that bet efforts 
merited recognition. Writing to the 
Canadian government, she requested 
favourable te.rms for leasing a ferry at 
Qucenston. The petition was denied. 
She was also denied a pension when 
James died in 1841. 

Finally Laura presented a clocu-
ment outlining her wartime exploits to 
Edward, Prince of Wales , when he vis-
ited Canada in 1860. The Prince Oater 
King Edward VII) was intrigued by the 
story andgaveLauraagiftof£100. The 
resulting publicity made Laura a na-
tional celelrity. Poems and plays were 
written about her and historians began 
documenting her trip to Beaver Dam. 

Basking in the new recognition, 
Laura died in 1868 at the age of 93. 

Troubling dreams vivid 
reminder of sexual abuse 
A letter to my sister-ID-law 

I'm writing this for you who are 
finding your memories alone and with-
out support on a military base in Eu-
rope. You are not going crazy, despite 
what my brother_ says. I know it feels 
like it, having m'live through the pain 
again, having to suffer what you may 
have blocked the first time. Take cour-
age you are not alone. I wish I were 
there to comfort and reassure you. 

I had a bad dream this morning. It 
woke me up atS:19 am.I'd been fight-
ing my way out of it for a while, or 
fighting init. I couldn 'tgo back to sleep 
so I'm writing this to save the memory. 

It started at some kind of women's 

conference. You and! were both giving 
seminars in different rooms. I guess 
mine was about incest, although I'm 
not clear on that I don't know what 
yours was on. 

The seminar I gave went well. I felt 
good about it. But when I asked for 
feedback from the participants, I didn't 
get the response I expected. They said 
I was just talking surface talk and 
terms. They criticized my lack of feel-
ing. I got upset, telling them I had pain, 
I'd felt pain. That was Mom they were 
talking about That's how she dealt 
with it, not me. 

Thedreamshiftcd-hazy.Iwasout-
side in back of the building. I'm aware 
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of you stumbling over soggy, wet, 
rolled carpets ,but I don't talk to you-
I don't evenknow if we are in the same 
place. I have the sense of wading 
through snow, ploughing - wander-
ing and weeping. I'm remembering. 

This is where the struggle starts. 
I'm little, I'm saying "You can'tpce in 
me. Youcan'tpceinme"overandover 
and over. Fighting (struggling . and 
rocking). I'~ not sure if I'm saying it 
out loud or just thinking it My genitals 
are burning sore. This starts to wake me 
up, it is too real. I can'tsee his face. I'm 
not even really aware of him. it is just 
the struggle. 

I wake up scared and exhausted. 
The burning sensation of my dream 
continues even ~ I'm awake. I talk 
to myself, it':; okay, you'rcsafe,he's a 
long way away. That feels better but 
not much. 

I lie there possessed by the whole 
thing trying to establish my reality at 
5:19 am, Wednesday, in Halifax. It's 
the first time I've ever remembered the 
pain. I'm still burning. Will I have to 
experience it all again? 

Brenda Keddy 
Kris Rogers 



Intern a 
Women.'~ 

(Photo by Brenda Conroy) 

Hist~ry of IWD in Halifax-
rich, varied, and "disruptive" 

Diann GrahlllD, Nancy Bay, 
Cathy Mellett, Lynn Murphy, and 
Carol Putnam 

March 8, 1990 will mark !he fif-
teenth anniversmy of the celebration of 
International Women's Day in Halifax. 
Although short, our history is rich, re-
flecting the energies and intensts of the 
women--over 200 in all-who have 
helped organize the event and the 
changing polirical and social climare of 
the Halifax area. The organizers have 

primarily been women iii theif 20s and 
30s, each participating, en avenge, for• 
only two years. 

As a result, we have bad a constant 
influx of new faces, ne~ ic;Jeas, and new 
enmgia. Many of these women are 
now actively involved in various facets 
of the women's mbvcment u paid 
worlters or volunteers, utilizing the 
organiz.ali.Ol'llll and leadc:rsh.ip skills 
they learned when working on IWD 
committees. 

Despite the ad hoc nature of the 
committees, new leaders have always 
emerged, enabling om celebrarions IO 
continue and grow each year. 

The first IWD celebration in 1975 
was organized primarily by the women 
of the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary 
group .. In Struggle." The event con-
sisted of an evening at Veith House and 
included a play on women and work. 

These beginnings reflect the histori-
cal roots ofIWD which are inseparably 
linked wilh the struggles of women in 
!he ttade union movemen.L The women 
of"In Struggle" continued to be instru-
mental in organizing IWD events for 
the next four years. 

From 1978 to 1983, IWD was or-
ganized and centered at A Women's 
Place, a Halifax women's centte which 
has subsequently closed. During this 
period we saw a shift in emphasis from 
trade unionist issues to other feminist 
concerns such as violence against 
women, pay equity, and poverty. 

Some specific events come to mind: 
In 1983, a wreath was laid in Grand 
Parade in memory of a prostiwte who 
wasmurderedonSouthStreetonMarch 
8 of the previous year. 

In 1982 our focus was on housing 
issues, that year being the middle of 
Halifax's housing crisis. During the 
march we drew attention to the need for 
shelters for homeless women. We took 
direct actions in the form of pickets and 
sit-ins against rental agencies known to 
discriminate on the basis of source of 
income, and we lobbied the hmnan 
rights commissions. 
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By 1983 we saw mother change in 
the character oflWD. With its growing 
popularity and acceptancc, specific 
groups such as those inside trade unions 
and univmities (Patchwork., for ex-
ample) began to develop progrmis to 
suit their special needs. 

It became impossible for the central 
commi.ttee to function as lhe sole organ-
izer of events which were now taking 
place lhroughout the week of Man;h 8. 
Instead, wetookonthetaskofgathcring 
and publicizing information on the vari-
ous happenings while c:onlinuing to 
organize lhe man;b and other special 
events. 

IWD bas also been a timc to cele-
brate women's culnue. We have h8d 
variety shows, displays of paintings, 
photography and architectural draw-
ings, and an on-location videotaping of 
a segment of the .. Women of the Arts" 
cablevision show. In 1982. a variety 
sh>w held 11 NSCAD was the first to 
have full interpretation for the hcaring-
impaired. 

As we look back through the years, 
we are aware of several recurring is-
sues. One of these which bas resulted in 
many heated debateS, concerns the in-
volvement of men. Two points of view 
have been put forth. On one side there is 
the belief thatmenshould be included in 
order for them to show solidarity and 
support. Along with this there has been 
the recognition that some women 

would not attend events if their male 
friends were excluded. 

1be opposing view is !hat all events 
should be for women only, thereby 
encouraging the involvement of 
women who feel uncomfortable with 
men being included. This view also 
asserts the rights of women to be inde-
pendent of male concrol. As a result of 
these debates. men have sometimes 
been welcomed atman;hes, but never at 
workshops or dances. 

Another recurring issue has been 
lesbianism. Lesbians have been active 
in 011anizing IWD events, but in doing 
so have remained relatively invisible. 
Sometimes this has been by choice, but 
at other rimes it has come from alack of 
accepcance. 

For example, when the dance was 
held at the YWCA in 1978, objections 
were raised over lesbians dancing to-
gether, so this event was moved to the 
Tum:t, Halifax's gay club at the time. 
On other occasions, lesbianism bas 
been a focus of attenrion. 

In 1985, lesbian organizers made 
signs irotesting the expulsion of six 
women from the Canaijjan armed 
forces base at Shelburne for being lesbi-
ans. On the day of the man:b, many 
worn.en, both straight and lesbian. car-
ried signs in support of the Shelbmne 
women. 

Marches have been a pmt of .lhe 
lWD celebrations since 1978. We have 
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been blessed with everything from 
bright wann conditions creating jovial, 
celebratory spirits (1989) to mow, very 
cold temperarures or freezing rain 
(several years) when only "mad dOgs 
would come ouL"Butstill we marched. 

Several man;hes have had a unique 
flavour. As we gathered at Victoria Park 
in 1980, a police officer informed us 
that without a permit we had to stay on 
the sidewalk, to which we replied, "but 
we always march on the street" After 
several minutes of conversation, one 
woman grabbed a poster and started off 
down the middle of Spring Garden 
Road, wilh everyone following. 

1be march ended up at the law 
courts, where the same police officer 
approached the woman asking her 
name. A large group of women en-
circled him. asking why he wansed to 
know. Fmally he closed his notebook 
and left The next year we were inirially 
denied a permit to march because of this 
"disruptive behaviour." We had to per-
suade alderwoman Debbie ·Grant to 
interVene with the police department 
and get the permit for us. 

In 1986, about 2S anti-choice men 
and women, with banners in hand. de-
cided to crash the march. There was 
much confusion until some of the old-
time lesbian organizers stood up with 
!he megaphone and shouted, "We're 
here to celebrate a woman's right to 
choose. Never again will you control 
our bodies, so let's get going." They 
positioned themselves between the 
man;hers and the anti-choice forces. A 
very rowdy march followed wilh a lot of 
spirited chants. At the end, a little shov-
ing and a lot of confrontation were re-
quired to keep the anti-choice forces out 
of the workshops. 

Although we have seen lWD grow 
and change over the years, organizing 
committees have been primarily white 
women. thereby limiting our focus. As 
we head into the 90s, we are attempting 
to address the issues of race and acces-
sibility for the disabled. 

We believe that in order to relate to 
the struggles and celebrations of all 
women. women of colour, disabled 
women, and other excluded groups 
must become involved as members of 
the central committee and as organizers 
of specific events. 

With our eyes focused ahead, we 
look forward to what lies in store. But, 
at the same time, we are constantly re-
minded of the one aspect of IWD !hat 
never changes - "Oh god, the meet-
ings, the dreadful meetings." 
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l.W.W. events of interest to women 
International Women's Day, 1990, approaches, and still the 

struggle continues. As we enter a n�~ decade, we as women 
struggle with poverty, against racism, against heterosexism, 
against sexual harassment, against violence, and against many 
other forms of social injustice. While International Women's 
Day (IWD) is a ti.me to celebrate our ����o��li�~�n�� as 
women, it is also a time to make connections and iµcrease our 
awareness and understanding of the social injustices women 
suffer. Some of these struggles take place in our homes, others 
in the workplace, others when we come into contact with tra-
ditional institutions. 

In order to address some of these issues, the IWD commit-
tee has organized a Fair where various women's groups can 
participate. The Fair will include information booths set up by 
women's organizations, as well as workshops to take place on 
Saturday, March 10 at Bloomfield School (comer of Almon 
and Agricola streets.) 

The workshops run from 9:30 am to noon. They include 
SSA Von sexual assault; a look at women's image in the media; 
Christina Inzunia on immigrant women's issues; and a fourth 
workshop on legal equality for women and the Charter of 
Rights. 

The IWD March begins at 12:30 pm at the Bloomfield 
School. The opening speaker for the March is Maxine Tynes. 
The IWD Fair, also at Bloomfield School, runs from 1:30 pm 
to 3:30 pm. Childcare will be provided. 

Other events taking place around International Women's 
Day include: 
March 3: 8 pm. Coffee House hosted by Pandora at Veith 

House, 3115 Veith Street. 
March 5-9: 12-1 pm daily meet outside the Law Courts on 

Spring Garden Road (across from library) to rally support for 
Henry Morgentaler during his trial. 

March 5-9: Open house at Advisory Council on Status of 
Women, 8:30-4:30 pm 

March 5: 7:30 pm, Isabel Shay speaking on Native women's 
issues at the Public Archives building (comer of Robie and 
University) 

March 6: 7-9 pm, Women's spirituality night. AV room, St. 
Patrick's Alexandra School, 2277 Maitland St. 

March 7: The National Film Board Theatre is showing three 

films: 7 pm: Half the Kingdom; 8: 15: Goddess Remebered; 
9:30: Older, Stronger, Wiser. 

March 8: International Women's Day 
11 :30 am - 12:30 pm: Cynthia Enloe speaks on "Effects of 

militarization on women" at Dalhousie Law Buildlng. 
12-2 pm: NSCAD presents films: Abortion for Survival; 

Speak Body. Information.display on women's issues and or-
ganizations. 

12 pm: Mt St Vincent University: pub luncheon at Vinnie's 
Pub ($5) Proceeds to Bryony House 

1 :30 pm, Shirley Sharzer talks about the training of young 
reporters and how they serve the public. Haliburton Room, 
University of King's College, 6350 Coburg Rd. 
•3-5 pm: National Film Board Theatre: Goddess Remem-

bered; Mother and Daughter on Abortion; To a Safer Place; 
Black Mother, Black Daughter. 
•7 pm: Film at Bell auditorium, NSCAD: Naked Spaces. 
•9pm: Rumours Club,2112GottingenSt,presentsa Variety 

Night. 
March 10: IWD Fair at Bloomfield School. 

•9 am breakfast. 
•9:30- 12: workshops on women's issues. 
12:30 pm: IWD March from Bloomfield School. 
1 :30-3:30 pm: Information displays from women's organi-

zations. 
•9 pm: Women's Dance at Veith House, 3115 Veith Street. 
•Opening of Third Annual Women's Show at Other Art, 

2094 Gottingen St., Works will be on display from March 6 
to 31. 

March 12: 7:30pm: Counting Women's Unremunerated 
Work, Auditorium, 4th floor, Seton Academic Centre,Mount 
Saint Vincent University 

March 13-31: Eye Level Gallery, 2182 Gottingen St, two 
women artists: Lesley Sampson "X" and Janice Carbert 
"DWELLing" 

March 14: 8:30 pm: Centre for Art Tapes: films and videos by 
women at Rumours. Night Visions; Hair Piece: A Film for 
Nappy-Headed People; International Sweethearts of 
Rhythm; Just Because of Who We Are 

March 15: 1 :30 pm: Gillian Steward speak about the changing 
role of women in the media. Haliburton Room, University of 
King's College. 
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Landmark_ case rules women-only groups 
can promote equality ·by empowering women 

Suellen Murray 
"Sisters, if YOll want to get together 

to discuss women's issuu, beware <f 
kiting men into Y°"' group, lut JOll 
find thon. defining JSIU agenda and 
your problems, and that proceeding to 
'solve' thon.for JOll·· 

From an editorial in Pandora, 
March 1988 (Brenda Comoy). 

Pandora. amagazineproduccd "by, 
for and about women." is one of many 
organizatiOns which has chosen to cre-
ate a women-positive environment by 
opening its membership to women 
only. 

The origin of most women-only 
organizations was necessity; men's 
activities dominated the mainstream. 
and women were excluded or relegated 
to the sidelines. In the past ten years, 
women have successfully challenged 
men-only organizations, clubs, and 
activities, using constitutional protec-
tions and human rights legislation. The 
victories have provided women with 
access to power and opportunities 
which were for centuries the dominion 
of men, but with these successes have 
come an increased danger to the mem-
bership policies of organizations for 
women only. 

Consider ••. 
In March 1988, the organizers of 

the International Women's Week at 
Mount Saint Vincent University in 
Halifax scheduled a women-only pub 
night at the university pub. After pro-
tests from students, the University 
Student Council refused to allow the 

event to proceed, as a Student Union 
by-law prohibited any activity• which 
discriminated against students based 
on sex. (The by-law was passed due to 
opposition to an all-male event sched-
uled to be held at the pub several years 
before.) 

•In February 1989, a member of a 
men's rights group called "In Search of 
Justice" filed a complaint with the On-
tario Human Rights Commission after 
he was refused a place in a self-defence 
class sponsored by the Wen-Do 
Women's Self-Defence Corporation. 
The case has gone through investiga-
tion, and a Board of Inquiry decision is 
pending. 

•On August 16, 1989,the Ontario 
Court of Appeal ruled that the Ontario 
Teachers' Federation could maintain 
by-laws which provided for a manda-
tory separate teachers' union for 
women. The case, launched by teacher 
Margaret Tomen and the predomi-
nantly male Ontario Public School 
Teachers' Federation, could have sig-
nalled the end of the Federation of 
Women Teachers' Associations of 
Ontario, had Tomen' s application suc-
ceeded. 

Many of the challenges to women-
only groups may be linked to the recent 
victories in Canada and the United 
States, where women gained member-
ship to all-male organizations (most 
notably the RotarY Club and the United 
States Jaycees.) Others, like the Tomen 
case, are instigated by women.who feel 
stymied by any gender segregation, 

Word /Concepts 
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P.O. Box 1381, S~. N., Halifax, N.S. B3K 5H7 
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and who believe that advances in 
equality include the opportunity to 
join, or not join, an organization of 
choice. 

As women and men, legislators 
,and judges, continue to define equal-
ity, all single-sex activities will come 
underscrutiny. Thehardquestionswill 
be asked: Are women-only activities 
still necessary for equality, and if they 
are, can they be protected? Will there 
be times when a mixed-sex environ-
ment is more productive? Is it fair to 
include only women in feminism? 

Why Women Only? 
There are three reasons commonly 

advanced to sup-

sexual assault would be "people is-
sues," not "women's issues." Fornow, 
if these issues are to be on any agenda, 
it will be women who initiate their in-
clusion. 

The third reason for support of 
single-sex activities is the need for 
female role models for young girls and 
women, as single-sex environments 
are often among the few to promote 
women consistently in leadership 
roles. For example, the Girl Guides of 
Canada restrict their leadership roles to 
women only, while the Boy Scout 
movement permits women to have 
adult Scout roles. 

In political parties, professional 

the SupremeCourtofCanadaruled that 
not only was difference in treatment 
not always discrimination, but that 
identical treatment of person in lDl-
equal positions may lead to inequality. 
In their judgement, the Court defined 
discrimination: 

"I wollld say then that discrimina-
tion may ht! ~scribed as a distinction, 
whether intentional or not, but ~ 
on growuh relating to personal char-
acteristics of the individual or group, 
which has the effect of imposing bur-
dens, obligations, or disadvantages on 
such individual or group not imposed 
on othus, or which wilhholds or limils 
access to opportiuUtiu benefils, and 

advantages to 
port women-only 
activities and or-
ganizations. The 
first is the pattern 
of male domi-
nance in mixed-
sex activities in 
particular, domi-

If equality were already a reality, 
other members of 
society.• 

The Andrews 
decision bodes 
well for women-
only activities 
which have as 

then daycare, pay equity, contraception and 
sexual assault would be "people issues," 

not "women's issues." their purpose the 
empowering of nance of discus-

sion. Dale Spender's extensive re-
search on language and discussion 
patterns (published in Man Made Lan-
guage) indicates that men dominate 
conversation and discussion in mixed-
sex enviromnents by defining the 
topic, and by interrupting women par-
ticipants. In reports prepared in 1982 
and 1984 for the Association of Amer-
ica Colleges' Project on the Status and 
Education of Women, the devaluation 
of women's contributions in class 
andof male dominance of classroom 
discussion were cited as factors which 
can hamper women's success in 
mixed-sex educational settings. 

Control of agenda-setting is a sec-
ond reason why women continue to 
organize along single-sex lines. The 
experience of mixed-sex environments 
has often been the experience of an 
agenda dominated by male priorities 
and male experience, confmed to a 
structure created chiefly by men. The 
experience, interests, and priorities of 
women have been ignored. or, when 
included, marginalized as a "special 
interest" or an extra. When women are 
the dominant force in an organization. 
they set the agenda, and their priorities 
become the priorities of the group. H 
equality were already a reality, then 
daycare, pay equity, contraception. and 

organizations, media, and university 
groups, many women have decided 
that women-only groups are more pro-
ductive and more enjoyable. The re-
maining question is whether such 
groups will be able to protect their 
principles. 

The Future for "Women Only'' 
In 1988, when Mount Saint Vincent 

University was making its decision on 
the women-only pub night, · a public 
forum was held to work through the 
issues. Halifax lawyer Mary Clancy 
(now the Member of Parliament for 
Halifax) and Dalhousie constitutional 
law expert A. Wayne MacKay, spoke 
to the students about single-sex activi-
ties. In newspaper reports, Clancy 
emphasized both. the importance of 
empowering women and the role that 
single-sex activities could play, stating 
that "every movement needs time 
alone, by itself, to gain strength." 
MacKay indicated that women-only 
activities were consistent with theories 
of equality, and pointed out that equal-
ity doesn't necessarily mean equal 
treatmenL 

The landmark equality case An-
drews vs. The Law Society of British 
Columbia (february 1989) entrenched 
this perspective as the law. In the case, 

/\ 
Dr. Leah Nomm 
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women. With the emphasis on the ef-
fect of actions-in both equality and 
discrimination-women-only groups 
will probably not fall to a challenge 
simply because they are not open to 
men. It would seem that the member-
~hip policy would have to discriminate 
against men, having the effect of with-
holding access to opportunities, bene-
fits, and advantages. 

Other avenues open to women in-
clude provisions in the Charter and 
human rights codes which protect af-
finnative or ameliorative 1etion (ie. 
Charters. 15(2)) ~ ~~'!! 1µynan 
rights provisions which protect re-
stricted membership in order to pro-
mote "sameness" in an organization. 
}lowever, in Nova Scotia.. the latter is 
only available for ethnic or religious 
organizations. 

When considering their policies, 
some groups may decide to offer their 
membership to all people who share a 
comman goal and promote their objec-
tives. Many have moved in that direc-
tion already, including the National 
Association of Women and the Law, 
whjcfl is open to "all persons who 
support the objectives of NA WL." 
Others, like the Dalhousie caucus of 
Women and the Law, will allow their 
policies to evolve as the members' 
objectives change. In 1989, the caucu:; 

' voted for open membership, stating 
that "the admission of meo. rather than 
being a threat to the congeniality of the 
group, is an opportunity for optimism: 
'We 're getting through!"' 

Unfortunately, while some groups 
may act of their own volition to con-
sider their membership policy, others 
may be forced into the position by a 
legal challenge charging that any 
single-sex activity is discrimination. In 
the face of such challenges, women-
only organizations have begun to ask 
the hard questions about the route to 
equality, and continue to worlc for the 
right to define their own individual 
answers. 

Lesbian 
Conference 

Planning Meeting 

March 25, 2 pm_ 

Veith House 



Custody battle re~lects 
classic power struggle 
s.v. 
In 1988 after nine years of mar-

riage, I left my husband for a woman. 
The process of coming to terms with 
my lesbianism, of tenninating my rela: 
tionship with my husband and entering 
into a new relationship and a different 
lifestyle was very difficult. but the 
most painful process I have experi-
enced as a result of leaving my mar-
riage was the custody battle for l!lY two 
children. 
Upon leaving the marriage, my hus-
band and I reached an amicable deci-
sion whereby the children would spend 
a week with me and the following week 
with their father. As time progressed, 
my husband and I realized that we 
would have to make a legal arrange-
ment conceming custody of the chil-
dren. It was then that my husband filed 
for sole custody against my joint cus-
tody suggestion. 

Fearing that my lesbianism would 
influence the children in a negative 
way, and coping with the humiliation 
of losing me to a woman, my husband 
was adamant about not losing "his 
children" as well. Driven by his bruised 
ego and supported by our homophobic 
families, he initiated the battle for cus-
tody, determined to "win" at all costs. 

As a result. I was forced into a battle 
that I did not want to fighL I do not 
believe that children are objects to be 
posseSsed, nor did I feel that I had a 
right to own them.1 believe it was in the 
best interest of the children to maintain 
an arrangement which would enable 
them to continue to experience the love 
and nurturing that both their father and 
I could give them. My husband, how-
ever, had a different point of view. He 
believed that he was the better parent. 
He had the well-paying job and the 
comfortable home. He believed that he 

. alone could provide an environment to 
raise the children "normally," since he 
had better moral values and wasn't 
"sick" like me. 

It was difficult to hear my husbands 
arguments, to fight over who was the 
better parenL This wasn't the issue for 
me. I was concerned about what was 
best for the children, but for my hus-
band custody became a game in which 
he could exert his power and authority 
and win what he felt was his right in the 
first place. Unfortunately, however, 
nobody wins in the custody battle -
least of all the children. I realized that 
this battle was tearing the children 
aparL They were caught between par-
ents they loved. Ultimately I had to 
decide if I would challenge my 
husband's petition in court, and I ago-
nized over what to do. I realized that a 
psychological assessment might be 
helpful in making the decision, and as 
a result the whole family was tested. 

Based on that assessment. it was 
acknowledged that my husband could 
financially provide a better lifestyle for 
the children since I couldn't compete 
with his salmy. I couldn't offer them 
the luxury of a big home, the cottage at 
the lake, and the lavish gifts that privi-
lege affords. It angered me to realize 
that money was an important factor in 
determining which parent should be 
granted custody, since by virtue of 
being a woman I would have less to 
offer than my husband. 

Anotherfactorto be considered was 
the contact the children would have 
with our families. Since I had a<:knowl-
edged my lesbianism, I experienced 
strained relationshijis with my family, 
and my husband argued that the chil-
dren would suffer because I would not 
allow them access to the family mem-
bers who could no longer accept me 
because of my lesbianism. 
- The assessment also pointed out 

that I needed to take some time to 
rebuild my own life and that the best 
place for the children to be was with 
their father. 

Some of these points made sense to 
me, but I really felt that I had no real 
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choice in the matter. I felt my husband 
would retain custody just by virtue of 
what he had to offer materially, and in 
light of his so called "stability" verses 
my "instability." Weighing all these 
things, I decided to allow my husband 
to retaiii sole custody of the children 
and provisions were made to guarantee 
me very h'beral access to the children. 
Secure in that knowledge, I decided to 
take some time to rebuild my life and 
gain a renewed sense of myself. I left 
my home and job in New Brunswick 
and moved to Halifax with my partner 
to re-establish my life. 

During the months that followed, I 
had numerous visits with my children, 
but arranging access and maintaining 
an ongoing prC$C11CC in their lives was 
hindered by my husband. It seemed 
that''winningcustody"wasnotenough 
for him. His custodial status became a 
position of power from which he con-
tinually tried to abuse me. I was being 
punished for leaving him, and the chil-
dren became the instnnnents he used to 
bring me pain. 

My husband made it clear on many 
occasions that I no longer had any say 
in the children's upbringing and I was 
only allowed to see them when he 
decided. He also made it clear that if it 
hadn't been for the courts' decision to 
grant me liberlil access, he would have 
me out of their lives altogether. Along 
with this attitude, my husband continu-
ally put me down in front of the chil-
dren and tried to draw the children into 
the middle.of our arguments over cus-
tody and visitation rights. 

Watching the children suffer in the 
midst of this continuing battle, and re-
alizing that this flagrant abuse of power 
by my husband was causing me to be 
shut out of my childrens' lives and that 
this was detrimental to their well being, 
I decided that the only possible solution 
was to re-examine our custodial agree-
ment through our legal counsel. 

As a result. my counsel made it 
quite clear to my husband that custody 
at no time should be used as a tool to 
exert power over someone or to extract 
revenge for a bruised ego. Custody is 
granted so that the best interests of the 
children can be ensured, and liberal 
access of the non-custodial parent is a 
right, not a privilege, which ensures the 
best interests of the children. 

Through this process, my husband 
came to realize that custody is never 
written in stone. His power and author-
ity wen: questioned through my legal 
action, and the legal system made it 
clear to him that his abuse of power was 
not going to be tolerated and could 
result in a new custodial agreemenL 

Since addressing this power issue 
concerning custody, I and my husband 
(now my ex) have been experiencing 
an easier communication and interac-
tionas he struggles to accept that we are 
equal parents together. 

My ex-husband once commented, 
"I'd cut off my right arm for my chil-
dren. What would you do'?" My answer 
is, "I would stand as a whole person, 
willing to ensure the best interests of 
my children by questioning abusive 
powers and mindsets that dominate." 

I have learned some valuable les-
sons throughoutthisprocessandlhave 
been empowered to be a better Mom 
with less guilt and more freedom as I 
stand with integrity and love my chil-
dren. 

���o~ by Debbie Mathers) 

Everyone helped to make Anita a huge brlthday card. Margot Pierce, In 
back, and Brenda Conroy and son, Galen, hold It up for all to see. 

Everyone had fun 
at Anita's fiftieth 
birthday party 

Galen Conroy and Simon Manzer Hne up to get their piece of cake from Anita. The 
camera-shaped cake, made by Nadine McNamara; reprt11nta one of Anita's main 
pastimes. (Photo by Debbie Mathers) 

Jan Morrell, Anne Bishop, and others 
share the good news when Audrey 
Mclaughlin was elected leader of the 
NOP. 

(Photo by Debbie Mathers) 

Verona Singer dances up a storm at the 
end of the evening. She and HV9ral 
others celebrated until the wee hours of 
the morning. 

(Photo by Beth Joudrey) 
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Feminitions: fun for women 

In this issue we have two puzzles of interest to women. We ask readers to try their hand in completing 
them. Send both entries to us and we will look through them to see, if anyone..1 has completed both correctly. 
If so, we will put them in a box and draw one to receive our prize: one of our new Pandora T-shirts. 
Send your entries to Pandora, Box 1209 North, Halifax, N.S. B3K 5H4 by April 30, 1990~ ©Dian Day. 

ACROSS don't buy 
1. Witchcraft •religion" 
4. Medical catch-all con-
dition for women 

10. Lesbian and Gay Pride 
Day slogan 1987 (2 words) 
14. Item in ashes 

6. Meridian author 15. Gyn/Ecology author 
7. What feminist nx>thers 16. SinDne de Beauvoir 

RUMOURS & GALA 
celebrate 

International Women's Day 

Thursday, March 8 
9-10:30 pm 

with music, readings 
&videos 

by Q forQ 

about Q lesbian Q 

At Rumours, 2ll2 Gottingen S'treet, 
Halifax, 423-6814, (inembers & guests) 
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17. Academic womyn' s sock 
colour 
18. Chauvinist 
21. Is not destiny 
22. Dinner Plate artist 
23. Ra~: Intercourse by 

24. Tactic of early suffra-
gettes (2 words) 
28. Radical N.Y. group sock 
colour 
29. Method by which inde-
pendent womyn attempt 
pregnancy 
31. Foremother of femi-
nists? 
32. Syni:>ol of wartime work-
ing women 
33. Traditional women 
34. O'Keefe's expression 
35. 77le Female Eunich au-
th or 

DOWN 

2. Right-wing anti-choice 
group 
3. Opposite of feminist 
(abbr) 
5. Polish feminist group 
6. Wiee woman or healer 
(past) 
8. The result of 29 across 
9. Spender's herstocy book 
(3 words) 
11. Alternative naine for 
Athena, Goddess of wisdom 
12. Controversial birth 
control dumped in Thim 
World (2 words) 
13. Family of suffragettes 
19. Fenele energy 
20. Originally Old English 
"'Heo" 
21. 12th centucy "eister" 
25. One cause of toxic 
shock 
26. Place of wanyn's con-
versation 

1. __ -envy 
suffer) 

(what men 27. Womyn' s kinship wom 
30. Wise wanan or healer 
(present) 

SCHOONER BOOKS 
Second-hand and rare books 

Large selection in most scholarly fields 
including women's studies 

5378 Inglis Street 
Halifax, N.S. 

423-8419 

Women Only 
Conference 

creates 
fantasy list 

to heal 
our anger 

Diane Guilbault 
Violence against women occurs 

every day in our society. This reminder 
WIS on the poster of the Women Only 
Conference. The day-long conference 
WIS held at Veith House on January 
27th. 

For those of us who attended the 
cowidess vigils and services for the 14 
women massacred in Montreal, this 
conferc:ncewasanopportunitytomove 
beyond grief to anger. The massacre 
reminded all women how wlnerable 
we are to attack in this misogynist 
world. We experienced shock. grief, 
fear and then anger and outrage. It was 
anger which still hadn't found an out-
leL 

All the women who attended spoke 
personaiv of violence against women 
in its many forms: incest, child sexual 
assault, rape, battering, sexual harass-
ment. 

Although the morning session was 
meant to vent our anger and share our 
stories, the anger im:rbsed and we 
deCided we needed strategies to deal 
with male violence.. 

The afternoon session WIS a brain-
stonning/fantasy ''what!' dlike to do to 
men." We made our lists and talked 
about strategies and solutions (see list 
at end of article.) 

Some of the women who organiz.ed 
the~~ would like to see more 
events like tfils one where we cm 
"continue the process" and add to the 
strategies. Violence against women 
will end when women-bating stops and 
women are respected. 
Bralnstonnlng/fantasy Ust: 
•Write about the anger/the incident in 
a) your joumaJ. b) a letter to the abuser 
and/or c) letter to the parents or family 
of the abuser. 
•Publish the name, address, description 
etc. of rapists. batt.erers, pimps, jolms 
and distribute them IS flyers. 
•Sprl.y' paint their ems, houses etc. 
•Talk about the abuse in schools 
throughout the educational system. 
-Confrontation (confront your abuser 
with a group of women). 
•Fonn women's support groups 
•Respond to misogynist incidents 
through group campaigns or collective 

,letter writing. 
•Make harassing phone calls. 
-Create safe spaces for women. 
•Take a self-defence course. 
-C~n . 
•Make December 6th an annual day of 
commemoration. 
•Perform women's music and popular 
theatre. 
•Revive the feminist party of Canada. 

SUPPORT CHOICE 
March 5-9 

12-1 pm daily 
meet outside the law courts 
(Spring Garden Rd.) to rally 

support for Henry 
Morgentaler's trial 
QQQQQ9 



From victim to survivor ... how can we change? 
Conference focuses on surviving society's violence 

~ Wendy Annand 
The police try to describe a witness 

who was appalled by the callous be-
haviour and lack of positive action by 
citizens who witnessed a sexual as-
sault. 

A judge calls the actions of a child 
victim of sexual assault "provocative" 
-a child too young to know the mean-
ing of the word and too ymmg to have 
learned such behaviour through any-
thing but sexual abuse by an adult. 

A rape victim looking for justice 
and protection by the laws of our "civi-
lized" society fmds instead a confusing 
and impersonal maze through which 
she must grope her way largely unaided 
·and unsupported. 

A woman approaches a medical 
practitioner for very real physical 
symptoms and is issued unnecessary 
tranquillizers or, even worse, is sexu-
ally abused by the person to whom she 
turned for help. 

Fourteen students in Montteal are 
massacred because they are women. 

Women throughout this country are 
living in fear because of the violence 
that surrounds us or in pain because of 
the violence they have already en-
dured. How do we learn to strike a 
balance between necessary caution 
based on a healthy fear and the kind of 
gut-wrenching fear that hits when a 
friend is raped. when our houses are 
broken into, or when we learn of a 
tragedy like the Montreal massacre? 

How do we avoid being overwhelmed 
by our anger and our rage, which grow 
from this fear? 

It's a good time to get together to 
talk, to cry, to rage, to share, and to 
support each other in our struggles 
around the issue ofviolence, both per-
sonally and politically. 

Women are tired of being victims: 
of personal violence, of systemic injus-
tice, of a justice system that is neither 
just nor a system, and of a political 
system that does not address our needs. 
Many women have- gone beyond the 
role of victim and can truly be called 
survivors. These women have taken 
what life has dealt them and gone from 
being victims to being victorious. 

Victim: One who suffers some in-
jury, hardship or loss, is badly treated 
or taken advantage of. 

Survivor: One who continues to 
live after the end or cessation of some 
thing or condition or the occurrance of 
some event. 

There are those who think "survi-
vor" is not a strong enough term. Is it 
not miracle enough that some women 
live on after the traumas they have 
endured? Is itnot enough that any of us 
grow up with a healthy sense of our 
selves in this society which discrimi-
nates against us at every tum?. Is it not 
c~ to celelrate when a woman who 
has been physically and emotionally 
battered not only regains control of her 
own life but tries to help other abused 
women find their way? 

Let us embrace the term "survivor" 

The Centre for Art Tapes 
celebrates International Women's Day 

with films/videotapes by women 
Just Because of Who We Are-Heramedia Collective 

Night Vision~sia Bociurkiw 
Hair Piece: A Film for Nappy-Headed People-Ayoka Chenzira 

International Sweethearts of Rhythym--Greta Schiller & Andrea Weiss 

March 14,-8:30 pm, at Rumours, 2112 Gottingen St, Halifax 
For more information call the Centre for Art Tapes -429-7299 

... 

Halifax Tai Chi 
Association 

1649 Barrington Street, 4th Floor, 
Halifax, N.S 

Looking for ways to: 
Reduce stress? 

•Improve your health? 
Learn self-defence? 

TRY TAI CHI! 
New beginner classes 

beginning in· March 
For more information. call 422-8142 

A registered charity 

and be j,roud to be called such. As the 
movie Steel Magnolias reminds us, 
''That which does not kill us makes us 
stronger." We need to learn how the 
survivors use their strength in their own 
struggles and how they then become 
activists, helping those who need a 
boost of energy to make changes in 
their lives. 

We also need to believe that society 
can and will change for the benefit of 
all of us. Surely political events 
throughout the world over the past few 
months should dispel the belief that 
nothing will ever change. It obviously 
can and will if enough of us have a 
vision of the kind of world we want. 

PortraYs Women; Women and Addic-
tion; One Church's Response to Vio-
lence Against Women; ),\attering-
Beyond Emergency Shelters; Inter- · 
Connectedness of all Forms of Vio-
lence; Elder Abuse; Lesbian Cul~ 
Social ~on. As you can see, we 
hope to look at many forms of violence, 
not simply the physical and sexual 
violence that so quickly comes to mind. 

You may have noticed that these are 
heavy issues which may well stir up 
some strong emotions in the partici-
pants. Recognizing this, we have ar-
ranged for on-the-spot assistance for 
those dealing with some of their own 
pain. A counselling room is being or-
ganized, hopefully staffed by volun-
teers from women's centres and transi-
tion houses, and a healing room of al-
ternative practitioners is being set up 
for those who would like physical, 
spiritual or psychic assistance. And, as 
always, there will be lots of caring 
people around when you just want to 
tallc about the things that are going on. 
We must not forget that the Annual 
General Meeting has to be squeezed in 
on Saturday, as well as entertainment, 

laughter and dancing! 
Sunday will be devoted to those 

things which give us the stmigth we 
need to be ourselves: a Womanspirit 
service, healing workshops such as 
Yoga, massage, dance, a hike, a psy-
chic workshop, a Native workshop, 
and a description of how to start self-
help groups. The National Film Bomd 
is also bringing in Debra Fleming, the 
creator of a series of stained glass pan-
els, one of which will be the logo for 
Bruning Times and for our conference. 
The artist will describe the symbolism 
of her panels for us and the colours will 
grace our joint events on Sunday. 

As with any conference, its success 
depends Upon the participants. We 
have tried, however, to hedge our bets · 
by having some wondrzful facilitators, 
speakers, and entertainers. Please 
come and join us and make this a truly 
memorable event. 

For further information, caIIDarlah 
Purdy at 649-2685, DiannD Crowell at 
643-2344, Janet Campbell 11895-0444,. 
or Werwly Annand at 275-5554. Also 
look for the WHEN pamphlets and 
posters and pass on the wont 

Undoubtedly, you have lots of 
thoughts on these issues. Well, the 
Women's Health Education Network 
(WHEN) is going to give you a forum 
for airing your opinions, for learning 
from others, and for focussing your 
own ideas on where to go from here. 
May 4-6 (Friday evening to noon Sun-
day) will•see the 11th Annual WHEN 
Conference held at the Agricultural 
College in Truro. For those of you who 
have attended WHEN conferences in 
the past, you'll probably have pleasant 
memories of the workshops, the social 
times, and the friendships renewed and 
developed. 

This. year's conference is called 
"Burning Times/Surviving Society's 
Violence." We are very fortunate in 
having the National Film Boud 
premiere of Bwning Times as well as a 
showing of GoddasRmrembered, two 
womanspirit films, with the director 
Donna Reid in attendance. 

.Dream journey 
entices, intrigues 

We're very pleased to have Jane 
(Stafford) Hurslunan speak on her 
experience u a survivor. Saturday will 
also see some powerful workshops on 
topics such as: Surviving Childhood 
Sexual Abuse; Native Issues; Sexism 
Within Traditional Medicine; Eco-
nomic Violence-Fighting for Pay 
Equity; Environmental Violence; Sex-
ual Harassment; Choice-Should it be 
Legislated?; Sexual Assault from a 
Victim's Perspective; Racism; Histori-
cal Background of Incest; Economic 
Justice for Women; How the Media 

Shelley Casmey 
I awake. I listen with determined 

intent to the night sounds on the other 
side of my open window. The wind, a 
soft but whistling threat; the occasional 
passing car, tires cnmching on a fresh 
snow; and I remember the dream which 
rented space in my sleepy head just a 
few short minutes ago. 

I'm conducting a train, bound 
quickly for a place with which I am not 
familiar. The scenery I view is vivid 
and beautiful. I pas~ inconspicuously 
through tiny rural towns, villages of 
warm,_ humid summers 100 years ago, 

AdsumHouse 
an emergency shelter 

for women arid children 
•food 
•shelter 
•clothing 
•advocacy & referral services 
•budget & nutrition counselling 

2421 Brunswick Street 
Halifax 

429-4443 423-4433 

This ad is sponsored by 
the Centre for Continuing Studies 

Dalhousie University 

a time when the church stood proudly 
as the Jiiysical and spiritual centre of 
life, a time when elders and p0ppy dogs 
wouldshuffleslowlydownadustytrail 
of dirt that someone called aro8d.. They 
bask in the brilliant sunligbL 

They are· in no hmry. I feel they 
don 'tundeJStand the conceptoftime-
they can't be a slave to something that 
does not exist. I am 5o calm. I wish to 
remain here forever in my gorgeous 
hlmlet, but my train runs and is picking 
upspeed. . 

Children are tobogganing on the 
tracks. It is now winter and I am afraid. 
My pulse quickens as the possibility of 
hitting these kids enters my racing 
mind. They are so close. Burl don't hit 
them.lsoundmydeafeninghom. They 
tum slowly to acknowledge me and 
veer off the track. They arenothurtand 
my breathing takes on a calmer rhythm. 

My ri4e continues. I am looking out 
the window, down hundreds of feet 
into a rocky ice-covered chasm that 
shelters what deceptively looks like a 
harmless, trickling stream. I know I 
have been on ~ route before and the 
fears of long ago, of a time in child-
hood, perhaps, linger hazily in the back 
of my pensive mind. 

But as I look down into the majestic 
ravine, my fear dissipates and I am 
filled withapowerfulsenseofwonder-
ment and awe. My hands are covered 
with a sheen of cool perspiration, not 
the sweat of nervousness and confu-
sion but of appreciation and anticipa-
tion of my journey. 

I must leave now; this place of 
supreme natural force will become for 
me a memory. I guide my trlih a little 
more slowly and carefully down the 
track. 

I do not know where my final desti-
nation will be-I do not wish to know. 
But I will view everything on my jour-
ney with equal energy. I will be thank-
ful for the mystery. Now my eyes are 
open. 

I am awakening. 
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Disposable diapers may be harmful 
to babies as well as the environment 

Ho!ly Near signs autographs after a recent concert. (Photo by Nadine McNamara) 

~olly Near concert 
~~,light,~4 audienc~ . 

Shelley Casme:f Holly Near and Ronnie Gilbert when 
On February 7, I attended a concert the need to spend qu&Iity time arises. 

at .seton. Academic Centr_e. at Mount 
Samt Vincent. The mus1c1ans were 
Holly Near, Romie Gilbert, and their 
pianist, John Bucchino, 

Now, I must be honest and tell you 
that I wasn't totally struck on the idea 
of going. It had only been two weeks 
before that I had been exposed to the 
music of these people. Frankly, at the 
time, I thought the music too-low key 
and boring. Quite critical. perhaps, but 
take into accotmt my years of bopping 
to pulsing male, macho rhythms. Ma-
cho, straight., rhythms. 

So, against my better judgement., or 
so I thought, I decided to attend. I have 
never been so pleased and satisfied 
with being proved catastrophically 
wrong. I loved it I loved them. The 
energy level was tremendous and the 
voices, oh. the voices. I truly felt privi-
leged to be a part of the grand. perfect 
scene, and in my heart I knew that 
angels were singing to me. 

This article would not be complete 
without heartfelt thanks to my soul-
buddy Nadine, who gifted me with the 
tickets and the experience. She wanted 
to expose me to women's music, and 
therefore I shared the evening with the 
most important woman in my life. 

Mary Keeler 
The growing controversy about the 

environment is fast becoming society's 
prime concern: the deteriorating 
ozone, overflowing landfills, and non-
biodegradable materials are problems 
that we can no longer afford to ignore. 
The type of diaper your baby wears has 
become an enviromnental decision. 

In the autumn of 1989, the Grace 
Maternity Hospital. leaders in their 
field. asked theN.S. Department of the 
Environment to help them determine 
which are more harmful to the environ-
ment- cloth or disposable diapers. 

Thestudy,completedinDecember, 
1989, found that disposable diapers in 
Nova Scotia accotmt for about 2% of 
the total mtmicipal solid waste. In an 
effort to reduce this burden on our 
landfills, the government encourages 
the use of cloth reusable diapers. By 
returning to cloth diapers, the Grace 
Maternity Hospital would be making 
an impact on environmental and health 
protection and facilitating the educa-
tion of the public in this matter. 

Each baby wearing disposable dia-
pers for a 2 lfl year diapering period 
will add over 3,000 potmds of com-
bined non-biodegradable, plastic, dis-
ease-laden waste to our landfills. 
Landfills inmostmajorCanadiancities 
will be filled to capacity within this 
decade.ltcoststheCmadianpublicap-
proximately $50 million a year to 
operate landfills, monitor pollution. 
and replant forests to keep up with the 
productionofdisposablediapers alone. 

Our children. deserve to inherit a 
safe, clean world, bit by using dispos-
able diapers we are creating a tremen-
dous health hazard. Soiled disposable 
diapers that are not l"11!ed apart and 
flushed down a toilet may cmy viruses 
and bacteria to landfill sites where they 
pose a threat to groundwater supplies 
and garbage workers. In many areas the 
disposal of human waste in landfills is 
against safety regulations. However, 
enforcement of these regulations 
would be a nightrrwe. 

Disposable diapers also threaten a 
baby's health and safety. The super-
absorbent padding on the diapers pro-
vides an ideal medium for bacterial 

I was awestruck by the harmony 
produced through these three artists, 
especially Ronnie and Holly. Both 
have very different and powerful 
voices. When they join in song they 
gave the audience the illusion of one 
perfect voice. 

An ~xperience that lasts 
a lifetime. 

The pianist was excellent The 
music wasn 'ts imply b!;ing played- it 
was anextensionofhis soul through his 
fingers. 

The only drawback of the entire 
affair was the lack of publicity. Seton 
Centre was less than half full, and 
though that did contribute to a more 
intimate feeling, I feel sad that so many 
people were denied this sharing. I feel 
tembly tmeasy that so many people are 
left stranded bopping in the macho, 
rhythmic world. 

Now, having the choice of two 
musical worlds, I am sure to be with 
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CUSO offers you a challenge. 
The chance of a lifetime. Two 
years living in another culture 
and an opportunity to work 
with others who are striving 
to improve their lives. 

It's hard work, but rewarding. 

We need someone special. 
Someone who wants more 
than 9· to 5. Someone willing 
to try something different. 

If you are a community devel· 
opment worker, social worker, 
adult educator, special educa-
tor or TESL teacher, we 
probably have a job for you. 

The person we're looking for 
has skills and experience and 
can live on a modest salary. 

For further infonnation, send 
your resume to 

1657 Ban1ngton st .. Suite 508 
Halllox, N.S . B3J 2A1 

growth and can cause rashes. 
Diapers designed for super-absorb-
ency could encourage too infrequent 
changing, a possible huard in Toxic 
Shock Syndrome. and. like other 
bleached paper products, disposable 
diapers contain toxic dioxins and other 
chemicals whose effects are yet un-
known.The plastic shells in disposable 
diapers are flammable and have caused 
deaths from choking and suffocation. 

Cloth is the only real alternative, 
and although it has perfonned well for 
generations of babies, the old fold and 
pin routine is no longer the only option. 
A Canadian company has created The 
lndispo.fabk Cotton DillperTM. These 
cotton diapers are very absorbent and 
form-fitted. with soft waist and leg 
elastics which catch everything. They 

Have you seen? 

require no folding or pinning and are 
fastened with V elaonr which makes 
diapering easier for everyone. 

Medical studies prove that cotton 
helpspreventdiaperrash. since it keeps 
baby's bottom cool. and cottm con-
tains no synthetics, dioxins, or per-
fumes to irritate baby's skin or paper 
and plastic to pull apart and ingest. 

Cloth diapers can save a family 
$1,000 or more per child, comparedto 
the cost of disposable diapers. They 
can also be passed on to a second child. 

When you consider the environ-
mental issues. the cost savings, as well 
as the comfort and safety of the baby, is 
there really any other alternative? 

For further information on diaper-
ing, conlact The JndisposablaTM, Dis-
tributor-Mary Keeler 422-3039. 

The Nova Scotia 
Women Artist's Journal 

For 
•news about current activities in the visual arts and crafts 
•profiles of Nova Scotia women artists 
•interviews on events of general interest 

At These Times 
Tuesdays -11 :45 am to 12:00 noon on ASN 
Thursdays -10:00 am to 10:15 am on channels 32, 22 or 8 
Continues until April 5. 

Produced by 
Distance Universtty Education by Television 

and The Art Gallery, Mount Saint Vincent University 

Previous programs can-be seen at the gallery. 
For further information call the gallery at 443-4450. 

National Action Committee 
The National Actioo Committee on the Status of Women 

(NAC) is the largest women's organi7.ation in Canada, representing 
over 500 non-governmental women's groups whose combined 
memberships total about 4 million C~dian women. 

NAC's priorities include housing, social services, family 
law, minority rights, health, reproductive rights, childcare, employ-
ment poli~i~,J~bian rights, violence ~gainst women, peace, por-
nography, and prostitution. For seventeen years now, NAC has re-
searched, written and submitted position and background papers to 
government agencies and the public on all those issues as part of its 
lobby and education efforts. All NAC briefs are available at nominal 
costs from the Toronto office, address below. 

In Nova Scotia, NAC has 33 member groups, including the 
Women's Action Coalition of Nova Scotia. transition houses, 
women's centres, counselling services, and women's committees of 
labour unions and political parties. If your group isn't a member, 
join us. We need you. And you need us. If you have ten or more 
members and subscribe to NAC's objectives, yoo can. sign up. Fees 
start at $20. If you are already part of NAC, remember that your 
group can send delegates to the Annual General Meeting in Ottawa, 
May 11 - 14, 1990. To apply for membership, write: 

Anne Molgat, Membership Coordinator (NAC) 
344 Bloor Street West, Suite'S05,Toronto, Ontario M5S 1W9 

For more infonnation about NAC, write or call: 
Susan Hyde, Representative for Nova Scotia 

c/o Box 515, Sydney, N.S. BIS 2T6, 562-3202 (messages) 



Father-child incest Who is to blame? 
Deborah Boyd 
Most cultures, including our own, 

:regard incest with disgust and honor. 
In spite of rigorous taboos against such 
perversity, child sexual abuse is ex-
tremely widespread and conunon. 
Who is responsible for the sexual vic-
timizationofchildren? Some will place 
the onus of the assault on the perpetra-
tor, while others will blindly accuse the 
victim of asking 

search has indicated that many men 
sexually assault their children in B<ldi-
tion ·to having sexual relations with 
their wives. 

Child sexual abuse causes a dys-
functional family; it is not the :result of 
one. The offender sets the stage for in-
cestuous assault to occur. 

The mother's asswned role in her 
child's abuse is rooted in the conjecture 

that mothers are 
for "iL" However, 
there has been a 
societal tiend to 
blame a thiid party 
for •incestuous as-
sault: the mother. 

Mother-blam-
ing is still one of 
the most profcxmd 
myths concerning 
child sexual abuse, 
despite efforts to 
communicate that 
the offender alone 
is responsible for 

Blaming wives and 
mothers for assaults 

that· men commit 
is similar to 

blaming victims 
for seducing the 

offender. 

responsible for the 
emotional wants 
and needs of their 
families and are 
consequently re-
sponsible for all the 
family's , even 
though they were 
lDlaware of, or not 
involved, with 
these problems. 

For many moth-
ers, the initial reac-
tion to their 

the assaulL In her review of literatµre 
pertaining to child sexual abuse, San-
dra Buda-, a n!nowned author on the 
subject, reported that the words "aban-
doning and colluding" are common 
words in much of the theories and 
analyses concerning mothers. 

Many professionals, endemic to the 
iresent social attitude, are quick to 
blame the mother's insumed compli-
ance as a critical role in ha- child's 
assaulL They dCscribe her as the cor-
nerstone of the dysfunctional family. 
Those who follow this family-oriented 
model assert that although the offender 
performed the sexual assault, the be-
haviour of the mother sets the stage for 
incestuous abuse to occur. She is often 
picaured as rejecting, weak, and inade-
~· 

Professionals often corroborate 
with the offender's statements that the 
mother is unstable, lDlavailable due to 
her worlt outside the home, and sexu-
ally unsatisfying. 

The fact is that many women work 
outside the home as a means of eco-
nomic survival for their families, and 
also a means of eiqnssing their indi-
viduality as persons. Furthermore. re-

children's disclo-
sures of sexual abuse is one of shock· 
and horror. These feelings are intensi-
fied when the offender is a spouse. 
Most mothers have no idea that their 
child was being victimi7.ed. Rolland 
Swnmit, a clinician in the field of child 
sexual abuse, reported that "contrary to 
popular social attitude most mothers 
are not aware of on-going sexual 
abuse." 

One mother described her initial 
ieaction to her child's disclosure of 
sexual abuse as a physical weakness, 
'1t was the same reaction as !l death, 
you get this hollow feeling inside and 
you're sick. you':re t>hysically wealc." 
Anotlir mother was shocked to learn 
thather ex-husband was sexually abus-
ing their son: "I was in a state of shock; 
it was just like something broke inside 
ofme." • 

The aftmnathendured by victims is 
often one of guilt, betrayal of trust by 
the assailant, and disbelief by others. A 
mother nequendy finds herself in a 
similar sequence of events. She feels 
guilty; even though she was unaware of 
the abuse and played no role in it, it is 
covertly conveyed to her that she has 
failed in ha- rnatanal role as protector 

the Mount 
The Women's Studies Department and 

the Nancy Rowell Jackman Distinquished Chair 
in Women's Studies present the first two lectures in the 

Women and World Development Series 
Monday, March 12, 7:30 9 pm 

Counting Women's Unremunerated Work 
by Selma James, founder of the International Wages 

for Housework Campaign and author of The Global Kitchen 
and Sex, Race and Class 

Monday, March 19, 7:30 9 pm 
Three Immobilities: Women in Development 

by Dr. Krishna Ahooja-Patel, holder of the Nancy Rowell 
Jackman Distinquished Chair in Women's Studies, 

Mount Saint Vincent University 
Both of these free, public lectures will be held in Aud'rtorium A, 
4th Floor, Seton Academic Centre. A reception follows each. 

MOUNT SAINT VINCENT UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 83M 2J6 

of her children. Fear of the offender and 
of betrayal, fear of some loss of eco-
nomic security, and fearof thedisbelief 
of others all contributes to her low self 
esteem. At this point the mother's need 
for support and comfort is just as cru-
cial as the child's. 

Mothers are often in a double bind 
when they encounter the labyrinth 
within the SYStem. Tilose who suspect 
their child:ren of being abused, and :re-
port it, sometimes fmd their own c:redi-
bility put on "trial." 

If the authorities do not believe a 
child, the mother is accused of being an 
over-zealous paient. falsely accusing 
her husband of sexual abuse. If her 
child is believed, some professionals 
are quick to identify something about 
the mother that contributed to the in-
cestuous situation. 

Reactions to sexual abuse varies 

considerably for every family. Some 
mothers are conditioned by the ma-
nipulation, chann, and economic secu-
rity provided by the offender. They 
may be physically, emotionally, and 
sexually abused by an offender and as 
a means of survival for themselves and 
their childmi, they do not dare chal-
lenge the offender. Res'earchhas found 
that in some cases the husband is over-
controlling. emotionally cold and even 
physically abusive in a manna- that 
verges on sadism. 

Mothers who immediately inter-
vene to protect their child:ren by sepa-
rating from anoffcnderfacemany inse-
curities and self doubts. They must 
deal with the erosion of the family unit 
and a reduction in their standards of 
living. Custody disputes may :result if 
the offender is found not- guilty. 

The lack of evidence for a convic-

ti.on permits the perpetrator to have 
custody rights for unsupenlised visita-
tion and in some c~ to file for sole 
custody of the children. Mothers are 
po'werless to protect their children 
·from recurring abuse. 

Instead of describing mothers as 
instigators or facilitators of their 
childrm'sabuse, wemustbecognizant 
of the power that is employed by hus-
bands and fathers as perpetrators. It is 
often easier to blame the mother, who 
has less power, than the offender who 
holds all the power. 

Women cannot be held :responsible 
for a perpetrator's abusive behaviour. 
Blaming wives and mothers for as-
saults that men commit is similar to 
blaming victims for seducing the of-
fender. It is important for all of us to 
keep in mind that the anguish and pain 
experienced by the victim and the 
mother is the :result of the offend«'s 
abusive actions - no one else's. 

Feminitions #2 

Complete this puzzle by solving the clues. Write your answer in the lines above 
the clues. Then copy the letter into the corresponding number in the form 
above. When you've completed this puzzle and Feminitions fl, send them 
together to Pandora at P.O. Box 1209 North, Halifax, B3K 5H4. We will draw 
from the correct entries to award a Pandora T-shirt. Please send your answers 
by April 30. Day 

* 32 11 84 48 59 81 
A Christian saint said to 
have been killed by the 

' Huns in the 4th centu:cy, 
along with 11, 000 vir-
gins. 

* 
66 9 50 

First celebrated in 1910 
(abbr) 

* 

* 43 5 36 77 60 54 51 39 

11 
A gift from the Lady of 
the Lake 

* 
62 37 87 

A nimOOer of a convent , .. 
* 

78 29 58 35 90 85 16 33 

69 14 53 89 44 7 3 74 62 
GertJ:U?e Stein and Alice· One ".'ho presides over a 
B. Toklas meeting. 

* 8 57 82 54 45 15 34 6 72 

61 
The condition of being a 
woman 

* 
40 58 28 25 20 87 

Manager of an institution 

* -----64 79 17 10 83 
Magic number 

* 
21 70 54 38 

Required women's wear in 
some cultures 

* 1 80 52 63 49 26 68 61 
"A set of ideas that help 
mystify reality" (Eisen-
stein) 

* 19 47 13 42 12 55 
She who gives birth 

* 
88 11 21 3o 

A woman who has received 
an order of knighthood 

* 22 71 24 76 41 52 
"Feminine" 

* 
75 65 ' 86 56 35 3 

Achilles' m:>ther 

* 
46 18 2 73 

What she weaves across 
the wa:cp 

* 
31 81 67 23 38 4 27 77 

84 
Ancient tradition ob-
served by witches that 
involves the lighting of 
tapers 

Pandora, March 1990, Page 17 
.. 



Feminists have long been the s·capegoats 
Brenda Thompson women. These women are claiming mmiage and childrearing, and initi-
Imagine what would happen to the that a woman's place is in the home ated Jaws to force men and women to-

world if women controlled their own " .•• andtheyarecomingoutofthehome JDaJIY and women to bear children. It 
reproductive fimctions without being toproveit."(TheFeministDictionary) was the women who were fined and 
persecuted.Notonlycouldtheycontrol The anti-f~ of today, how- charged by the law if they failed to 
t11e population of the world, they could ever, are singing the same chorus as the conform to their "traditional roles." 
iuso control their lives. anti-feminists of the Roman Empire. The independent women of the 

Imagine if women could achieve To understand the history of the anti- Roman Repablic were blamed for the 
inancial independence, they would no feministmovemc;nt, we must first have break-downofthefamily, the low birth 

) ')nger be forced to depend upon a~ a history of the feminist movement. rate, the spread of sexually transmitted 
lJreconomicsurvival.Marriagewould The first recorded women's move- diseases, the high divorce rate and 
l -ecome a choice, not a survival tactic. ment took place in the year 392 B.C. homosexuality. 

And if women could achieve equal just after the Peloponnesian War. As Perhaps the longest and bloodiest 
educational opponunities, they could happened during the Second World anti-feminist movement was the witch 
enter into occupations and professions War of this century, women came out h\Dlts. Jn 1486, two Dominicanlnquisi-
which give them tors, with the au-
self-esteem and The Independent women of the Roman Republic were thorization of 
s>tlf-respect along Pope Innocent 
with their fman- blamed for the break-down of the famlly, the low birth rate, the vm, wrote a 
dal indepenif'~ spread of sexually transmitted diseases, publication en-
ence.In tum, these the high divorce rate and homosexuality. titled ''Malleus 
1-4ucated women 
•vouldcreat.e a shortage in the domestic 
hbour and clerical field. This would 
.orce employers and the general public 
to realize the vast importance of these 
JObs and start to pay better wages and 
giving these employees what they de-
serve. 

And ifwomenhad full participation 
in the political decision maJCing proc· 
ess, instead of minor tokenism, the 
culture of the CO\Dltry would be en-
hanced as it would more ,accurately 
represent the real population of Canada 
than our current over-representation of 
white, upper-class males. 

It is exactly these ideas, however, 
thatsomepeoplefindextremelythreat-
ening. Today in Canada we have very 
visible and vocal anti-feminist move-
ments, some of which are led by 

of their homes to take up the manage-
ment of business and industries while 
the men were at war. 

When the city of Athens had fallen 
and the men returned home, they saw 
how the women had not only nianaged 
their businesses without them, but had 
also prospered. The men considered 
the women's success an insult to their 
manhood and tried to pass a law con-
demning women to stay in their houses 
at all times. The women revolted by 
protesting in the streets and by with-
holding sexual favors from the men. 
Sex, then as now, was one of the ma.Pr 
bargaining chips that a woman held 

Jn the Roman Empire aro\Dld 200 
B.C., after the Punic Wars had ended. 
the Emperor Augustus wanted the 
women to return to the domestic life of 

Maleficarum" 
(Hammer Against Witches) in which 
they specifically identified women 
with witchcraft. They wrote, "When a 
woman thinks alone, she thinks evil." 

It was also during this time that the 
University of Paris legislated a move to 
exclude women from medical colleges. 
Thw did this through the use of fuies 
and imprisonment. The charge of 
witchcraft against women healers 
eliminated the role of women in medi-
cine. 

The witchcraft persecutions were a 
reaction to the fear of atypi'caI women. 
These women did not fit the singular, 
constricting, accepted role of wife and 
mother. The persecutions may have 
also been a reaction to the fear of 
women's sexual desire. The "Malleus 
Maleficarum" argued that a woman's 

.. -
.. .. ' 

L 

R.E.A.L. women & pro advocates 
. succeed by by men's 

In October 1986, a study on organized anti-
feminism was carried out in which 1200 question-
naires were sent out to subscribers of The Interim 
newspaper which calls itself "Canada's pro-life, 
pro-family newspaper." The questionnaire com-
pletion rate was 75% and 30% of the respondents 
weremembersofR.E.A.L. Women. The findings 
of this study revealed that the typical pro-family 
supporter is a Canadian-born woman in her late 
forties, early fifties, who was raised in a rural area 
of Canada and is either Catholic or Protestant fun-
damentalist, and attends church on a 63 to 96% 
weekly basis. Among the pro-family women, only 
34% were in the paid labour market and the em-
phasis on education and career achievement is not 
pronounced. 

Of all the respondents, 39% have family in-
comes of $49,000 or more, 79% own their own 
house, and 79% of the pro-family men and women 
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have been married for an average of22 years, 69% 
have children and only 4% are separated or di-
vorced. The rest are widowed. 

Translated. this means that R.E.A.L. Women 
and the pro-family movement profile is of men and 
women who have long-term marriages and feel 
they have made a success of their careers. They are 
mostly middle-aged, and solidly middle class indi-
viduals who have made their careers during the 
forties, fifties and sixties before the Canadian 
economy began its recession and increased compe-
tition for middle-class jobs and status really began. 
They believe that their success comes from "play-
ing by the rules" of the traditional marital and 
gender values and of the traditional work ethic. 
Their sense of moral superiority and resenbnent 
for deviants fuels them into activisim. 

This material is exerpted from Resources for 
Feminist Research, a feminist journal. 

insatiable lust leads herto take Satan as 
her lover. 

The witch hUnlS took place in Eu-
rope and North America from the 12th 
to the 18th century with the approval of 
the Catholic and Protestant churches, 
and it has been estimated that as many 
as nine million women w~ tortured 
and executed under the charge of 
"witchcraft." The women who were 
not persecuted as witches saw what 
could happen to them if they did not 
become properly submissive and con-
forming. 

In the past. anti-feminist move-
ments have been visibly led and sup-
ported by men. Even if women agreed 
with and supported past anti-feminist 
movements, they did not have the legal 
rights, money, education, or political 
opponunities to say so. 

Today in Canada we have a group of 
women calling themselves R.E.AL. 
Women (Realistic, Equal, Active, for 
Life) who are standing up and voicing 
their disagreement with the feminist 
movement. They are using, however, 
the very rights oflaw, comm\Dlication, 
education, and political involvement 
which feminists won for them as 

libido out of many women and leaves 
them hostile to men" ml "There is 
probably arelation between the pill and 
the suppression of malemal instinct 
and child battering." 

Why is it these anti-feminist 
women fight so bitterly, abusing and 
degrading other women in public to 
justify their choice to stay at home to 
raise their families? 

Perhaps anti-feminists blame femi-
nists for their lack of recognition and 
respect because they are more visible 
and easier to blame than our male 
dominated govermnent. 

It is our patriarchal system of gov-
ermnent that lw consistently refused 
to recognize women's work in the 
home by leaving it out of the Gross Na-
tional Product, refusing to grant 
Homemaker's Pensions and, until they 
were forced by feminists, refusing to 
acknowledge women's contribution to 
the marriage when dividing the marital 
assets in a divorce. 

Perhaps even more disheartening 
than the anti-feminists is the notion that 
the women of the 1980s are in a post-
feminism era. This label of post-femi-
nism is also a form of anti-feminism in 

women. thatitimpliesthatthereisnolongerany 
In short, need for a femi-

R.E.A.L: Women men are still leading the nis~movement. It 
are usmg the ' • • believes that we 
rights which anti-feminist movement as have entered into 
feminists won to they did at the time of the a new era where 
discredit every- Peloponneslan War but today women have 
~which femi- they are using women as their achieved full 
msm has h equf)ity and that 
achieved for s lelds and props our social system 
women. to hide behind. is now "post pa-

F em in is ts triarchal." 
have worked unceasingly to dignify the Where is the money coming from to 
work of women in the home, to give supporttheanti-feministorganizati<ms 
women the freedom of choice over such as R.E.AL. Women? In the U.S. 
their ~uctive system, for equality the anti-feminist movement is fiDm.. 
of pay outside1he home, for the impor- cially supported by such compania u 
tance of financial security for house- Ford, General Motors, Coca-Cola, 
wives. They have fought for women's Pepsico, Hershey, The Reader's Di-
clinics, daycares, shelters for battered gest, Pizza Hut, Cibbank, IBM. Exxon, 
women, and full participation of Consolidated Food, Adolph Coors 
women indecision-making politics; all Fotmdation. the Betcltel Foundation 
of these services being a safety net and fundamentalist groups like H.L. 
which backs up women, either in the H\Dlt's Christian Crusade. 
home.or in the public sphere. In Canada, R.E.AL. Women have 

Feminists and anti-feminists are entered into a coalition with the right-
alliedin that they are both committed to wing, anti-feminist, male-dominated 
values that support personal well- National Citizen's Coalition to fight 
being and the raising· of children. The against the principle of equal pay for 
anti-feminists, however, see feminism work of equal value in Ontario. Funds 
as amove to force women to go outside from the pro-family movement in the 
the home, to become men. They be- United Stat.es are also being charmeled 
lieve that only strong family legislation into Canada to finance the pro-life 
will potect them from poverty and the movement. 
struggles of single motherhood. From this evidence we can summa-

In aBrief to Membersof Parliament rize that men are still lelding the anti-
on November 18, 1986, R.E.AL feminist movement as they did at the 
Women wrote: nme of the Peloponnesian War but 

''Of course, we must help the casu- today they are using women as their 
allies of family life, such as the single shields and props to hide behind. 
parent, the abused child and the aban- Whyisthereananti-feministmove-
doned wife. However, we must not ment? Why does our system of society 
increase their nmnbers by implying and govermnent fear the economic and 
that their situation is the nonn." legal independence of women? 

Jn another presentation to the Perhaps it is because the economy 
Standing Committee of the Secretary of Canada and the rest of the world is 
of State on December 11, 1986, built upon a system that is completely 
R.E.A.L. Women wrote: d~ upon two crucial fimctions 

" •.• we wish to have integrated into that women provide. One is the unpaid 
government policy and legislation re- labour of women in the home, and the 
spectfor,andthepromotionof,healthy other is the availability of low cost 
family life. This is based on our belief surplus labour that comes in the form of 
that the family is the most important women who are exploited in low-status 
\Dlit in society. Strong families build jobs. 
strong nations." If the feminist movement were to 

R.E.A.L. Women are opposed to achieve female economic, political, 
such policies as legalized abortion. sex reproductive and educational inde-
education in schools, equal pay for pendence, this would seriously under-
work of equal value, universal child- minetheprevailingpatriarchalsystem, 
care, homemaker's pensions and and that is very threatening, not only to 
homosexuality. In one of their pam- thepeoplewhoareinpower,butalsoto 
phlets they wrote: lhe people who do notknow how to live 

"The birth control pill knocks the any other way. 



Comp.Bed by Jocelyne Marchand 

Agnes Macphail: Reformer 
Doris Pennington 

A political biography of Canada's 
fustfemaleMemberof Parliament, this 
book reflects her special interests in 
women's rights, agrarian policies, 
prison reform, and world peace. 

Simon & Pierre. $24.95 pb 

By Word c"I Moutll, Lesbians Write 
the-Erotic 
Edited by Lee Fleming 

These me rich and diverse writings 
by women thal challenge us to stay .in 
touch with our eroticism and also chal-
lenges ourilolians of appropriate sexu-
ality. 

Gyneigy Books, $12.95 pb 

Pack Ice 
Frances Itani 

This is a collection of stories about 
life, the sea and an island. The sea is 
more that a backdrop, it is the common 
growid on which women and men 
meet. It shapes their lives and controls 
their destiny. The author spends part of 
each year on Prince Edward Island, it's 
where she feels she writes best 

Oberon Press, $12.95 pb 

Canadian ·Book Information Centre 
-tells us about new book releases 

South or an Unnamed Creek 
Anne Cameron 

In hm- latest work, Cameron gives 
us six of the most determined women to 
run, ride, cuss, laugh and deal their way 
through the pages of modem fiction. 
For all of these young women, the 
K1ondike of the late 1890s is truly the 
frontier - a chance to leave despair 
behind, and to imagine and live their 
own lives. 

Hmbour Publishing, $19.95 he 

Beyond the Vote: Canadian Women 
and Politics 
Edited by Linda Kealey and Joan Sang-
ster 

Evei-yone knows what 'women and 
politics' means: those middle class 
women who battled for the vote, or the 
still-rare woman Cabinet minister, a 
woman in aman's world. However, the 
reality of Canadian women in politics 
is very different and these essays ex-
plore that reality in all its diversity.' 
They provide a striking new image of 
the "aspirations of four generations of 
Canadian women and the strategies 
they used to realize them. 

University of Toronto Press, 
$19.95pb 

Up and Doing: Canadian Women 
and Peace 
Edited by Janice Williamson and De-
borah Gorham 

Women have been instrumental in 
shaping the peace movement in Can-
ada for decades. In this wide-ranging 
and unique collection, 37 women ac-
tivists and authors document and ana-
lyze the herstorical and current events 
of the movement from the early pan of 
this century to the present. 

Women's Press, $16.95 pb 

Recollecting Onr Lives: Women's 
Experience or Cblldhood Sexual 
Abuse 
Women's Research Centre 

This book is about the challenges 
women and children face in overcom-
ing the consequences of childhood 
sexual abuse. Based on first person 
accounts of survivors, it describes their 
actual experience and outlines the 
types of support, resources and insights 
that women have found helpful in 
breaking out of the cycle of abuse. 

Press Gang Publishei-s, $14.95 pb 

The Future orHuman Reproduction 
edited by Christine Overall 

Reproductive technology has be-
come virtually synonymous with new 
choicesforwomen. Throughafeminist 
anal~is, writas explore how the im-
plications of technology are much 
more complex andfarreaclllng than we 
think. A number of issues are ad-
dressed and critically challenged. 

Women's Pttss. $17.95 pb 

The Stairway 
Alice A. Chown 

First published in 1921, this book is 
a welcome new source in the unearth-
ing of the herstory of women in Can-
ada. Written in the form of a personal 
joumey, it is the story of a single, 
middle-aged Canadian woman who 
was a radical intellectual during the 
fust quarter of the twentieth centwy. It 
not only relates the tale of her work and 
achievements but also reveals the prob-
lems she encountered-loneliness, re-
jection, semi-poverty, and illness. 

University of Toronto Press, 
$12.95 pb 

Pattern Makers 
Sandy Frances Duncan 

The surrealjomney of three women 
and a spider. Through a famasy thal 
never forgets how much women give 
up of themselves, Duncan weaves an 
incredi'ble saga of their jomney to-
wards healing and wholeness. 

Women's Press, 9.95 pb 

Letters From an Other 
Lise Gauvin 

A commentary on Quebec life, bil-
ingualism, feminism, politics, cultural 
freedom. and social justice in Canada 
during the 1960s and early 1970s. The 
letters give politically informed insight 
into the social and political forces in 
Quebec at a pivotal time in Quebec 
history. 

Woipen 's Press, $1 Q.95 pb 

All of these books can be pmchased 
from your favourite bookseller. For 
more information, conlact the 
Canadian Book Information Centre 
neuestyou. 
In the Maritimes, CBIC is located at 
1741 Barrington Street, Fourth Floor, 
Halifax, B3J 2S4 (902) 420-0688. 
The national ofijce is at 260 King 
Street East, Toronto, OnL, MSA 1K3 
(416) 362-6555. 
The western office is at 1622 West 
7th Avenue; Vancouver, V6J 1S5 
(604) 734-2011. 
The prairies office is at 100 Arthur 
Street, Suite 205, Winnipeg, R3B 
1B3 (204) 943-3767. 

Hey Waitress and other stories 
HelerrPotrebenko -

From a waitress who is derermined 
thal her daughter is not going to have a 
life like hers to a bank worker involved 
in orgaaj_zing the fust union in · her 
branch, these are stories about real 
people told by a writer who knows and 
cares about their lives. 

Lazara, $12.00 pb 

Midnight TwUlght Tourist Zone 
Sharon Riis 

The story of Rosalie, a rural District 
Health Nurse and an eldei-ly reclusive 
Polish neighbor is one of powerful 
magic. While the world is initially 
familiar, it becomes increasingly ex-
otic. By the end of the novel, we know 
only that a short time has elapsed, yet 
whole new worlds have been explored. 

Douglas & Macintyre, $21.95 he 

(!) National Film Board· presents films 
I for International Women's Day 

Wednesday, March 7, 1990 
7 -8 pm Half the Kingdom - A one-hour documentary exploring feminism 
and Judaism and profiling Jewish women who are chall0nging assumptions 
about women's place in traditional Judaism. The film features Norma 
Joseph, a professor of religion at Montreal's Concordia University; ~ 
Landsberg, writer and former columnist of the Globe and Mail, and 
Shulamit Aloni, Member of Knesset 
8:15-9:15 pm Goddess.Remembered (see article in this Issue). 
9:30-10:® pm Older, Stronger, Wiser-This film provides important 
glimpses of what life was Dke for Black women in Canada in the 20s, 30s, 
40s and 50s. FIV8 portraits authenticate the unsaid history of Black women, 
demonstrating their resistance and their survival. 

See also the IWD schedule in this issue for films to be shown on March 8. 

The Nalional Film Board Theatre, 1571 Argyle Street, Halifax. 
Popcorn provided, wheelchair accessible, all fims are free. For info call 4~14. 
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Notices/Calendar 
NEWS BRIEFS: 
•Libby Oughtm has sold Ragweed 
Press/gynecgy books, the Prince F.d-
ward Island publishing house, to Lou-
ise Flemming of Charloaetown. Ms 
Flemming says she "plans to keep the 
press in Charlottetown and to continue 
to build on its national reputation of 
literary quality and diversity." 

Ragweed/gynergy specializes -in 
books by and for women, children's 
books, Canadim literature and Mari-
time history. Gynergy is their lesbian 
iinprint. 

•Island filmmaker Lee Flemming 
has just campleted the research for 
"Girls To Girls," a 20-minute, televi-
sion style document.my film to be re-
leased in J1D1e. The obje<;tive of "Girls 
to Girls" is to encourage adolescents to 
be physically active by presenting peer 
role models. 

Ms. Flemming will produce the fibn. 
Director is Carol Millett (Halifax) and 
executive producer is the lslmid Media 
Arts Co-op. The film will use a variety 
of television-style tedmiques to a11ract 
the attention of young women not usu-
ally motivated to be physically active. 

EMPLOYMENT 
INFORMATION 

•Women's Employment Outreach of-
fers free employment counselling serv-
ices to women including workshops on 
resmne writing, interview skills, and 
the hidden job marlcet. Individual 
counselling is also available to women 
on improving their clWlCes at getting 
better jobs through upgrading and skill 
training. Four-part pre-employment 
worlcshops for women start the first 
Tuesday of every month, 9:30 - 11:30. 
For more information call 422-8023. 

CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS: 
•Eye ~vel Gallery, anon-profit artist-
nm centre in Halifax, invites artists to 
submit proposals. Deadline is Septem-
ber 30, 1990. Contact Eye Level at 
2182 Gottingen Street, 2nd Floor, 
Halifax B3K 3B4 for more info. 
•RFR/DRF is seeking perspectives on 
heterosexuality from a feminist stand-
point and from women's diverse loca-
tions in lesbianism, cehbacy and bi-
sexuality. Contributions will examine 
the central role heterosexuality plays in 
the psychological, sexual and socio-
economic and political dimensions of 
women's opJRSSion and experience. 
Articles may be written in French or 
English and should not exceed 5,000 
words. Deadline May l, 1990. Submit 
to Resources for Feminist Research, 
252 Bloor St. West, Toronto, Ontario, 
MSS 1V6. 

EVENTS & GROUPS: 
•Looking for interesting women to 
form a feminist discussion group. 
Please contact Verona at 422-8580 in 
the evenings. 
Nova Scotia Women Artists' Journal, 
for info about women artists, broad-
casts Tuesdays 11:45-12:00 on ASN; 
Thursdays 10:00-10:15 am on chan-
nels 32, 22 or 8 IDltil April 5. 
•Concerned about the portrayal of 
women in the media? Get involved 
.with Mediawatch and be part of a na-
tional network of women working for 
change. Mediawatch Nova Scotia 
meetsthelastSundayofeverymonthat 
7 :30pm at the Public Archives of Nova 

Pandora, Ma~ 1990, Page 20 

Scotia. Contact Heather MacLeod, 
422-3524. 
•Women Survivors of Childhood Sex-
ual Abuse Support Group. For infor-
mation, contact W.S.C.S.A., P.O. Box 
1226 North, Halifax, N.S. B3K 5H4. 
•The Metro Area Women's Centre 
Planning Committee needs much work 
and mmy voices, ideas to attain our 
goal of a women-only space. Please 
contact 425-1340 and leave a message 
or write to the Metro Area Women's 
Centre Planning Committee, 2191 
Windsor Street, Apt B, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia B3K 5B7. Meetings will take 
place at the above address on the sec-
ond Sunday of every monlhat2:00pm. 
•The 14th Annual CRIA W (Canadian 
Research Institute for the Advance-
ment of Women) conference will be 
held in Charlottetown November 16-
18. The focus of the conference will be 
on bridging the gap between "dis-
Abled" and "Abled" women. Organiz-
ers are using the term "dis-abled in a 
broad sense to describe anyone who is 
notvaluedorrespected because she has 
limitations and "abled" to describe 
those who are fortunate enough to be 
able bodied and comfortably off with 
the opportlDlity to do what they want to 
do most of the time. 

A major objective of the conference 
is to provide a public forum for 
women's ideas. Organizers are work-
ing hard to attract participmts from all 
segments of society. Contact Beth 
Percival, CRIA W Conference, 1190 
Program Committee, P.O. Box 2271, 
Charlottetown, PEI CIA 8B9 (566-
0690) 
•Women's Music Festival needs 
women to assist in orgmiizing, per-
forming, donating land or money. 
Contact Nancy at422-3977 or Cmol at 
477-9771. 
•Veith House Headway program re-
quin:d vollDlteers for its literacy pro-
gram. Contact Mary at 453-4320. 
•You are invited to the book-ordering 
committee meetings at Red Herring 
Co-op Books to advise and suggest 
book titles in areas of feminist theory, 
gay and lesbian, ecology and spiritual-
ity. Phone 422-5087 for more info. 
•Third Place Transition House is open 
in Truro. Contact The Third Place 
Transition House, P.O. Box 1681, 
Truro, N.S. B2N 5Z5 (902) 893-3232. 
•Voice of Women Nova Scotia is look-
ing for more women to become in-
volved in the peace movement. They 
specifically want women who will 
work on the co-ordinating committee, 
the newsletter, distribution of press 
releases, as well as administration. 
Contact Marion Kerans, 425-3573. 
•The Transition House Association 
holds regular weekly support groups 
for abused women in Charlottetown, 
Montague and Summerside, P.El. For 
info contact 892-0895. Collect calls 
accepted. 
•Ou1reach Abuse Prevention is a non-
profit organization providing seminars 
and workshops that focus on sexual 
abuse prevention for all ages. F.duca-
tionalmaterials, books and a newsletter 
cm be ordered. For a free catalogue 
contact Outreach Abuse Prevention, 
P.O. Box 1271, Stn B, Oshawa, OQt., 
LU SZl (416) 728-3163. 
•North Branch Women's Group meets 
every Wednesday 10 am - 12 noon, 
Halifax City Regional Library, North 
Branch, Gottingen Street. 
•LAIG (Latin American Information 
Group) meets 7:30 pm the first Tues-
day of each month at the Oxfam-De-
veric office, Veith House, Halifax. 
•Coalition Against Apartheid meets at 
7:30 pm on the first Thursday of each 

monJh at the Oxfam-Deveric office, 
Veith House, Halifax. 
•Listen to theDirmer Party Soundtrack 
(women's music in a feminist context) 
on CKDU 97.5 FM at 8 pm Sundays. 
•Listen to Women's Time (news and 
interviews about women's issues) on 
CKDU 97.5 FM, Thursdays at 5:45 
during the Evening Affair. Any com-
mlDlity women's groups who would 
like to announce their events, call424-
6469. Women'sTimeneedsvolunteers 
to help out with programming. Contact 
Jennifer at 424-6479 or drop in to the 
station at Dalhousie University Stu-
dent Union Building. You don't need 
to be a student. 
•Spinsters on Air broadcasts on Satur-
days from noon to 2:30 pm on CKDU 
97.5FM. 

PHONE LINES 

•N.S. Advisory ColDlcil on the Status 
of Women has a toll-free number 
within Nova Scotia. 1-424-8662. 
•INFORM-AIDS provides informa-
tion, support and referral services with 
regards to AIDS. Open Tuesday to 
Sunday 5 pm to 9pm. Call 1-425-AIDS 
(toll free from anywhere in Nova Sco-
tia. 
•Victims of Spousal Abuse has a tele-
phone line where you can reach a 
friendly voice, anonymously if de-
sired. The volunteers are survivors of 
spousal abuse. Call any time, any day. 
462-6228. 
•The Pictou County Women's Centre 
in New Glasgow, N.S. has established 
a Rape Line. This line offers confiden-
tiality, anonymity, infoonation, and 
peer counseling for female victims of 
sex abuse, incest, and rape. The line is 
staffed by volunteers. Phone 752-
2233. 
•The Abortion Information Referral 
Service 422-4123. Sponsored by 
CARAIJHalifax. 
•Dial-a-Law: a toll-free, non-profit 
service which offers taped information 
through the Jiione. General legal infor-
mation on more than 75 topics. Hours: 
Mon-Fri, 10 IDl to 2 pm. 420-9000. 
•GALA (Gay and Lesbian Association 
of Nova Scotia) has an info line On gay 
and lesbian events and groups. Call 
423-7129. 
•We at Pandora don 'tknow everything 
that goes on in the Maritimes. Any 
woman out there who knows of an 
event you think others would like to 
know about, please write a short piece 
(500 words or less) to report on it. We 
would like you to use Pandora to net-
work with other women. Let us hear 
about what is going on out tht2'e. 

March 3-March 15: 
See listing of IWD 
ev~nts on centrespread 
Marchl7 
Nova Scotia Women Artists' Network 
workshop for women. 10 am - 4 pm. 
Eye Level Gallery, 2182 Gottingen 
Street. To register, call Rosemary 
MacAulcy, 422-7565. 
March 18 
•Income taX service for seniors: In-
come less than $20,000, book at least 1 
week in advance at 421-6131. 6:30-
8:30 Halifax City Regional Library, 
North Branch, 2285 Gottingen St, Hal-
ifax. 

March21 
•Women's Employment Outreach's 
tenth umiversary. Celebrate by com-
ing to their open house. 3-5 pm, 5639 
Spring Guden Road. 
•lnt«national Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination. 
•Income. tax service for seniors: In-
come less than $20,000, book at least 1 
week: in advance at 421-6131. 6:30-
8:30 Halifax City Regional Library, 
Mainland South Branch, 10 Kidston 
Road, Halifax. 
March22 
•National Fihn Board: Night Visions, 
Covert Action, Reversal, Fragments. 
7:30pm 
-Covering the Planet: How the Media 
Decides What's News: • Moderator 
Kalhryn Morse hosts a discussion on 
media coverage of environmental is-
sues. Halifax City Regional Library 
Main Branch, 5381 Spring Garden 
Road, Halifax. 
•Understanding the Law: a 3-part se-
ries focusing on you and the law. 7 pm. 
Halifax City Regional Library, North 
Branch, 2285 Gottingen St., Halifax. 
March24 
Rmnmage sale, 10 am - 2 pm, Veith 
House, 3115 Veith Street. Proceeds to 
go to Wimmin's Program at Veith 
House. For info or to donate, contact 
Nadine 454-5479. 
March25 
Planning meeting for the Third Almost 
Annual Lesbian Conference. 2 pm 
Veith House, 3115 Veith Street. 
March29 
•Understanding the Law: a 3-part se-
ries focusing on you and the law. 7 pm. 
Halifax City Regional Library, North 
Branch, 2285 Gottingen St., Halifax. 
March 30-Aprll 29 
Rejiue, installations by Barbara Loun-
der and Lani Maestro. Mount St. Vin-
cent University Art Gallery, 166 
Bedford Highway, Halifax. (902) 443-
4450. 

Aprll 3, 5, 10, 12, 17 
Confidence Building for Women: 
Limited space available. 1:30 - 3:00 
pm. To register, call Cindy Sampson at 

.421-8766 (Babysitting provided. 
Pleasecall 421-8766 beforeMarch27 .) 
Halifax City Regional Library, Main-
land South Branch 10 Kidston Road, 
Halifax. 
Aprll4 
•Income tax service for seniors: In-
come less than $20,000, book at least 1 
week: in advance at 421-6131. 6:30-
9:30 Spencer House Seniors Centre, 
5596 Morris sr.; Halifax. 
Aprils 

_•Income tax service for seniors: In-
. come less than $20,000, book at least 1 
week: in advance at 421-6131. 6:30-
9:30 Spencer House Seniors Centre, 
5596 Morris St., Halifax. 
Aprll 7-9 
Annual General Assembly and Lobby 
of the Women's Action Coalition of 
Nova Scotia will be held at Henson 
College, University Ave in Halifax. 
See ad in this issue. For more info, 
contact WACNS, P.O. Box 9436, Sta-
tion A. Halifax B3K 5S3 
Aprll 7 
Understanding the Law: a 3-part series 
focusing on you and the law. 7 pm. 
Halifax City Regional Library, North 
Branch, 2285 Gottingen St., Halifax. 
Aprll 18 
Halifax Women's Network presents 
The Networldng Event: Network, 
Have Fun and Promote Your Product/ 
Service and Yourself. 5:30-9:30, Hal-

ifax Board of Trade Business Club, 
Upper Mall, Scotia Square. $18 mem-
bers; $23 non-members. Includes 
meal. Call 429-3131 for reservations 
before April 12. 

May4-6 
Women's Health F.ducation Network 
(WHEN) Conference: "Surviving 
Society's Violence." Nova Scotia 
Agricultural College, Truro, N.S. Fea-
turing workshops on positive ways of 
dealing with violence. Hoping to 
premier Burning Times the second film 
from the series Women and Spirimal-
ity. Dim:tor Donna Reed will be in at-
tendance. Contact Darlah Purdy, Port 
Maitland, N.S. BOW 2VO 649-2685; 
Dianne Crowell 643-2344, or Wendy 
Annand 275-5554 for more info. 
Mayll-13 
From Understanding to Action: Setting 
the Environmental Agenda of the 
Nineties, a regional conference pre-
sented by the Atlantic Environmental 
Network. Contact Kathryn Morse 454-
2139, 3115 Veith Street, Halifax, N.S. 
B3K3G9 
Mayll-14 
National Action Commitee Annual 
General Meeting. See ad in this paper 
for more information. 

June3-8 
First World Summit on Women and the 
Many Dimensions of Power, a confer-
eix:e organized by FRAPPE, (Women 
for Access to Political and EconomiC 
Power) will be~ in Montreal at the 
Palais des Congra. Objectives: to cre-
ate an international :network for ex-
change and commlDlication among 
women, draw up common strategies 
foi:_ gaining access to power, put in 
place the means to give women the role 
w_emeritin decision making structures. 
Contact 822 Sherbrooke est, 3imte 
etage,Montr6al, (Qu6) H2L 1K4(514) 
521-0152. 
June14-16 
Women/Addiction/Healing A Journey 
Within, sponsored by Pictou ColDlty 
Women's Centre. Fee:'$265, includes 
Re~on, meals and accommoda-
tion or $165 for Registration and 
meals. Spaces are limited: resei:ve by 
contacting Pictou Co Women's Centre, 
P.O. Box 964, New Glasgow, NS B2H 
5K7 (902) 755-4647. 
JUne 15-17 
Moving Forward: Creating a Feminist 
Agenda for the 1980s, conference at 
J'mtt University in Peterborough, 
Ontario. Contact Women's Studies 
Conference, c/o Eaton College, Trent 
University, Peterborough, Ont., K9J 
7B8 (705) 748-1430. 
June 19-23 
Fourth International Feminist Book 
Fair, Barcelona, Spain. 

August4-ll 
Gay Games ill and Cultural Festival, 
Vancouver, BC. Contact: Celebration 
'90, 1170 Bute St., Vancouver, BC 
V6E 1Z6, (604) 684-3303. Fax: (604) 
683-2276. 
November 16-18 
14th Annual CRIA W Conference in 
Charlottetown, PEI. Focus will be on 
bridging the gap between "dis-Abled'\ 
and" Abled" women. (See News Briefs 
for more information.) 




