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Pandora calls her sisters

by an insecure writer

Some of the events we don’t have in this issue of Pandora
(and wish we did!) "

WHEN (Women's Health Education Network) Conference

WAC (Women's Action Coalition) Annual General Meeting

Prince Edward Island Women's Festival

Heather Bishop Concert

Odetta Concert

Company of Sirens performance

Some of the stories we don’t have in Pandora

(and wish we did!)

art/book/movie/theatre/concert reviews

stories by lesbians

stories by women of colour

Dalmy'’s clothing policy

definitions of a feminist

comparison of benefits for single mothers on assistance with
benefits for spouses of people sent to the Gulf war

stories of rural women’s life

Why don’t more women write EDITING
for Pandora? Why don’t more
women write for any other newspa-
per, newsletter, or anything else to
be published?

There are a number of possible
reasons for this. While many

If your fear is about not being
gramatically correct, we can easily
fix up your writing. That’s what
editors are for. However, we have a
conflict about editing without the

to do much more than that.

We feel it is important not to
change the “voice” of our writers.
We, at Pandora, are all (at the
moment) white women, mostly
middle-class. Some of us have
learned our school lessons and
know how to do things “properly.”
But the “properly” that we learned
is a white, middle-class way of
writing. Not all our writers want
their words filtered through this
white, middle-class bias. Nor do
we necessarily want this myopic
style reflected in Pandora.

Sometimes we want to make
changes to make the writing easier
to understand (at least to our
minds), or to clear up ambiguities,
or to make the story clearer in some
way or another. And sometimes the
story is too long for the amount of
space we have. If we make any
major changes to the articles we
receive, we try to contact the writer
(unless she tells us in advance that
it’'s OK to edit.) So, if you write for
us, please make sure your name,
address and phone number are on

) nflic edi ! py Your story.
women would say they don’thave  writer’s permission. While we //' Sometimes we have
the time (and this may, in fact, be always correct mis-spelled ,"‘ ’% to edit to avoid a lawsuit.
true), women are particularly good  words, and do a small amount \" @ / Even if your story is abso-
at juggling their schedules. I sus- of grammar correction ‘and '\ ', lutely true and you can
pect the most basic reason women = newspaper-style cor- g \-.-\\;: &Y\ prove it, we cannot
don’t write is fear: Fear of making rections, we ______ £p" SO afford the
a fool of oneself; fear of looking hesi- = / Vs N legal
stupid; fear of revealing yourself; tate ‘1 | fees of
fear of trying something different. 7 a
Related to these fears is insecu- law-
rity. Many women feel that what suit.
they have to say isn’t impor- W e
tant. Women have been have to
brought up in our 7 take of-
society tobelieve fending
their view- (, passages out
points, ex- or change the
peri- story (aslittle as pos-
ences, sible) to avoid any po-
and tential legal conflict.
thoughts
are not STYLE

valid or
not worth listening to. They start to
silence themselves. The silencing
becomes so ingrained that women
begin to believe their lives are not
worth talking about and other

people aren’t interested. %_\'—\ ..... A

Yes, writing can be scary, espe- 4
cially if you are doing it for marks L
at school, for a promotion at work, s
or for some other outside-directed &/
cause. However, you probably
don’t find writing so hard when
you are doing it for yourself —
writing in a diary, writing a let-
ter to a friend, writing a note to
your kids. When you do this <
kind of writing, you’re not
thinking of sentence struc-
ture, punctuation, or spell-
ing. All you're trying to do
is relay a message.

When Pandora asks
you to write for us, what
we care about is your
message — your Story.

P

There is some writing that we
have more trouble with. This
writing is difficult for one or
more of several reasons. Some-
times it is because the story
isn’t personal. It may read like
a press release or an aca-
demic paper; sometimes
because it's not clear
what the article is trying
to say (and once in a
while it doesn’t
seem to say any-
thing); and sometimes be-
cause it doesn’t logically say
what it’s trying to say.

We are more concerned
with what you write than how
you write. ¢
We at Pandora recommend to
our writers that you write about
something you are familiar with,
usually something that has hap-
pened to you or something that
you feel passionate about. If
you find it important or in-

teresting, chances are others will
find itimportant or interesting also.
If something makes you angry, or
sad, or excited, it will probably
make others feel the same way.

If you write about your own ex-
periences, observations and analy-
ses, it doesn’t matter if someone
else has written about the same
thing. They won’t write about it the
way you have because they haven’t
experienced it the way you have.
Your experiences are unique.

Don’t think of yourself as writ-
ing an article; you're writing a
story, one you know well, because
it happened to you or is something
you are interested in or concerned
about.

HOWTODOIT -

How do you start? If necessary,
start out with the words: I want to
tell you about something that hap-
pened to me. Then teli about what
happened to you. Try to be logical.
Ask yourself: What happened
next? Then tell us what happened
next. Ask yourself: How did I feel
about it? Then tell us how you felt
about it. Remember, the readers
will have to guess your meaning if
you don’t explain it and they may
misunderstand. Ask yourself some
of these questions: Did you feel dif-
ferently about your experience af-
ter some time had passed. Have you
found other women with similar
experiences? Did you get a group
together? Did you solve a problem?
How?

again)

that group.

Now, length is a hard one. Most
people write on and on and on, say-
ing more than they need to. Once
you have written about something
once, you don’t need to write it
again (contrary to academic-paper
style.) Usually we suggest two to
three double-spaced typed pages.

WHEN YOU ARE DONE

When you’re finished your
story, put it away for a week. Then
take it our again, re-read it, and
make any changes you want to
make. (Often you find your story is
longer than it needs to be and you
can shorten it without losing any of
the essentials.)

Remember to put your name,
address, and phone number on it so
we can contact you if we have any
questions. We will send you acopy
of the issue it is printed in. If you
want your name printed in a par-
ticular way, or to use a false name
or be anonymous, please write
these instructions clearly at the top
of your story. If you have any pho-
tos or graphics (taken or drawn by
a woman) that could be used to il-
lustrate your story, please send
them along, along with the name
and address of the illustrator or
photographer. Photos need to be
clear. (Hint: photocopy them to see
how clear they really are, espe-
cially if they are in colour but send
us the original print.) Graphics
need tone drawn in black on a plain

We rec-
ommend . .
that you | Women can use this space to speak of their
pretend | experience. They can speak of the connec-
i gar; tions they have begun to make between that
letter to a | experience and the experience of other
dear friend | women. They can speak of the analysis that
who hasn’t | - 514w out of making connections, the vision
seen you ,
forawhile. | that expands that analysis and the satrate-
We like | gies that further the vision.
you to use
th d .
ulg_ “;;%rr_ —Betty-Ann Lloyd, on Pandora, Hearing
sonal sto- { Women into Speech: The Feminist Commu-
riesare the | pity and the Women’s Community, Canadian
A Studies, Vol 8 # 1
esting of | Yoman Studies, Vo .
stories be-
cause they
are real. white background.Don’t send your

Words are important, often for
what they imply as well as what
they say. You have to watch out for
sexistand racist words and phrases.
Try to become aware of the words
you are using and how someone of
a different background from yours
might interpret them. Don’t pre-
sume everyone reading your story
isheterosexual, white, or has lotsof
education. Don’t presume they
know the things youdo. If yourefer
to a group by its initials, for ex-
ample, spell them out for those
readers who aren’t familiar with

only copy of a story, photo or
graphic. We sometimes aren’t as
efficient as we should be and may
misplace it.

We like to get photos, graphics,
and stories we haven’t asked for,
especially from women in the At-
lantic provinces. If you have prom-
ised to write for Pandora, please re-
member we are counting on you to
submit it on time!

Best of all you don’t have to
prove anything to us. You don’t
even get marked or critiqued on it.
You can do it just for fun.
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Racism alive and well in Nova

Address given by Mayann Francis
on International Women’s Day,
March 9, 1991, Halifax, Nova Scotia.

I am a woman, I understand your con-
cerns of homophobia;

I am a woman, I share your concerns
about yet another woman raped;

I am a woman, I share your concerns
about yet another woman physically
abused;

1am a woman, I cry with you and share
your pain when yet another woman is
murdered;

I am a woman of colour. Can

when I was in grade school? It was
raining outside, and I did not have a hat.
Sheleft home to make sure that I would
not get wet. ] didnot want anyoneto see
her because she was black. I was angry
she came, and I was angry with You for
letting her come. Didn’t You know that
being black would cause me to be inse-
cure, sad and angry? Why did You do
this to me? Little white kids called me
“nigger.” White girls did not want to
hold my hand because they believed
that my blackness would dirty them. I
remember standing at the front of the

nigger.” I cried when I gothome. I was
so hurt. It was supposed to be Christ-
mas. Did I do something wrong?
Maybe I was supposed to keepmy head
down and not look at anyone. That’s it,
maybe I can hide my black skin. What
do You think, God?

We often went to the movies in our
area where most blacks lived. The area
was called the “subway.” Whenever
we went into “town,” people always
stared at us. I hate that. I had fun sitting
on the steps with my black friends. Idid
not need to go into town. Some white
boys came around, but

you understand the pain that
has been placed on me because
I am a woman and a woman of
colour?

Will you share my tears and the
tears of my brothers and sisters,
mothers and fathers, babies and
children who because of our
colour carry a heavier burden?

White girls did not want to
hold my hand because they
believed that my blackness

would dirty them.

people said they did not
mean black women any
good. White girls came
around. They wanted the
black guys. The white
girls’ parents were upset.
They did not want their
daughters with black guys.

I remember going to
college. It was my first

I want to read to you a letter to
God written several months ago. Itis a
letter of confession. It is the story of a
child and of her transformation into a
woman of colour, proud to be what she
is and who she is. I read this letter to
you in hope that you will have an idea
of what oppression, omission, patriar-
chy and discrimination can do to a
woman of colour who grew upin Nova
Scotia.

Dear God:

I used to hate You because You
made me black. I asked You to make
me white. I wanted to have thin lips’
and long silky straight hair. I told You
my hips were too big and You did
nothing to helpme. Yousee God,1 was
not pretty because 1 was black.1wasso
afraid. Sometimes] even asked You to
let me die.

Itold You I wanted a white mother.
Remember when she came to see me

line in grade school and the teacher
telling me to stand at the back of the
line. She put two little white girls up
front. One had blonde hair. Her name
was Paula. The other one had brown
hair. Hername was Donna. When1 was
in grade six a white boy told me he did
not like my girlfriend because her face
was black. I was confused because my
face was also black.Iran home, looked
into the mirror and saw me, still black.
Why did he say that to me? Why did
You try to fool me?

In all my school books I did not see
anyone who looked like me. All the
pictures were of little white kids, white
mothers and fathers. All my teachers
were white. That's why I knew that
black was different and ugly.

When I was sixteen I worked in a
store for Christmas holidays. I packed
bags at the cashregister. That was nice.
One aftemoon a man said “hey,

year. There were very few
blacks; maybe two, maybe three. I did
not like that experience. My grades
were fine. It was just that ] wanted to be
white. I thought if I used plenty of
make-up I could pretend. It did not
work.

After my first year was over, |
moved away to study x-ray technol-
ogy. I do not remember my training too
well. I was the only black in my class.
It was lonely but I did have fun. When
Ifinished x-ray school, I tried to find an
apartment. I had trouble because I was
black. This damn skin—Ilook at all the
problems. What was I 1o do? Going
shopping was not any fun. Someone
was always watching. They thought 1
was going to steal. They did not know
that my father was a respected school-
teacher and I would never steal. They
thought all blacks were thieves.

I needed something in my life. I
went 1o university. I met my husband.

We moved from Nova Scotia to the
United States. Later we divorced.
Times were hard. ] moved to New
York, armed with my Bachelor’s de-
gree and determination. I could not find
a job. 1 decided to volunteer my time as
an X-ray technologist. A doctor felt
sorry for me and found me two part-
time jobs working in ghetto clinics. I
was grateful. I X-rayed all types of
people. They were nice to me.

After working there ] earned a para-
legal certificate. After many attempts, I
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found a job on Wall Street as a corpo-
rate paralegal. You know, God, if I
were not black I would have found a job
much sooner than I did. I did well as a
paralegal, both on Wall Street and in
mid-town. 1 had to show them that
black people are capable.

I suppose You know that I earned
my Master's degree while living in
New York. As time went on, I some-
how was getting used to my blackness.
I began to like myself. There were so
many other blacks all working as doc-
tors, lawyers, judges, actors and ac-
tresses, nurses, oh, so many. All beau-
tiful people. 1 joined black women’s
groups. I went to dances and saw beau-
tiful black faces. I had long hair, short
hair, braids, red hair, blonde hair, blue
eyes, anything I wanted. You can do
that in New York. I had fun. You do
know that I always prayedto You. Idid
not stop. I felt that I needed your Pres-
ence. You helped me through good
times and bad times.

Now You brought me back to Nova
Scotia. Did You sent me to the United
States to find myself? Did You believe
that I would not have grown if I stayed
in Nova Scotia? When I came home, I
went 1o look for an apartment. God, my
blackness still was a problem. Guess
what? It did not make me hate myself.
You see, I can now face racism. Isn'tit
sad? God, Nova Scotia still has some
problems.

Dear God, I now pray to You and
ask that You make peace in the world.
1 ask that You create a world where the
colour of a person’s skin is unimpor-
tant... a world where there is no drug
abuse, no battered women, no sexism,
no racism; oh God, I know You can do
this... You made me love me... so ]
know you can make everyone love
everyone.

Oh yes, dear God, I am not afraid of
my blackness. 1 don’t hate you any
more. I love you. It took me 16 years to
find myself. God, can You forgive me,
please, and thanks. I will write soon.

Sincerely,

Tera
P.S. I do not hate anyone. I am no
longer angry. Hatred and anger are
negative forces. We all need love and
acceptance.
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Pandora is published four times a year by Pandora Publishing
Association, a non-profit organization of women in Nova Scotia.

Pandora is a newspaper produced by, for, and about women. We
actively seek participation on any level from women who do not have
access to mainstream media. We welcome submissions — written and
photo/graphic. We cannot accept material that is oppressive or
intolerant. We are, however, committed to working with women to
help them express their experience in a non-oppressive way. We
encourage women to tell us when we do not meet our own standards.
Not everything submitted can be included and we reserve the right to
edit, especially for length. However, we will let you know if we make
substantial changes. Please write to us.

Articles in Pandora do not necessarily reflect the views of the
advertisers.

This issue was produced by: Sara avMaat, Inez Caldwell, Judith
Davies, Yvonne Manzer, Jocelyne Marchand, Debbie Mathers,
Megan McConnel, Debbie McDougall, Krista McRoberts, Carrie
Melsom, Beverley Rach, Sharon Rose, Elaine Sharpe, Tracy Smith,
Sandee Thompson, Amani Wassef

Advertising by: Nadine McNamara

Photo/graphics contributed by: Dawna Gallagher, Debbie Mathers,
Krista McRoberts, Sue Pitman, Beverley Rach, Annette Reynolds,
Sara Shields, Noreen Stevens, Kathleen Tetlock

Distribution: Nancy Wright (Guysborough), Cheryl AuCoin
(Sydney), Oona Landry (Antigonish), Alex Keir (Pictou County),
Debbie Trask (Bridgewater), Dianne Crowell (Yarmouth), Carolyn
Emerson (Newfoundland), Debra Westerburg (Debec, N.B.), Louise
Flemming (PEI), Amandp LeRougetel (Winnipeg), Joan Baccardax
(Port Hawkesbury), Toronto Women's Bookstore, Ottawa Women's
Bookstore, and many, many, others. Co-ordinators are Sara avMatt
and Elaine Sharpe.

Contributers: Myma Carlson, Jill Davey, Dian Day, Hannah
Edemikpong, Mayann Francis, Penelope Hutchinson, J.J., Dawn
Leavitt, Lorene, Yhani M., Jocelyne Marchand, Marion Mathieson,
Carol McLeod, Carrie Melsom, Miriam, Joan Newman, Betty
Peterson, Donna Smyth, Brenda Thompson, Sandee Thompson,
Amani Wassef, Joanne Wright

Thank you, one and all!

Correspondence and Subscriptions:
Please note Pandora’s mailing address:
Pandora Publishing Assoc.

Box 1209, North,

Halifax, N.S. B3K 5H4

messages: 902-454-4977

Second Class Mail Registration No. 7122
ISSN 0836-723X

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS:

Pandora is distributed to various locations throughout the province
and the country. The editorial committee felt this distribution would
allow us to make the paper available in outlets such as libraries,
health clinics, etc. (If any of you women out there would be willing to
do distribution in your areas, please let us know.) This is in no way a
statement that Pandora has so much money that it no longer needs to
charge for the paper. We are, in fact, hoping to get more subscribers
this way. If you want the paper mailed to you, subscriptions are $5.00
for four issues. There is a sliding scale. Women on limited income,
send what you can. We ask women who can afford more to provide a
contributing or sustaining subscription to help support the paper.

Cover photo by Sara Shields
Presswork by Daily News

Correction: In our last issue we failed to acknowledge the following
people who worked on the organizing committee for the Art Against
Violence Against Women project: Anita Martinez, Susan McEachemn,
Kathleen Tetlock, Noreen Batlaglia, Anne Verrall. We apologize for
this oversight.

Pandora challenges
sex discrimination complaint

By.Amani Wassef

In June 1990, a complaint was filed
with the Nova Scotia Human Rights Com-
mission against Pandora Publishing. The
complaint was brought about by a man
who claimed he was the subject of sex
discrimination. His desire to print a letter
was prompted by an article we had printed
which angered him. Concurrent with this
complaint, he phoned several of our ad-
vertisers to encourage them to withdraw
all subsequent funding to our paper.

Pandora is a newspaper produced by,
for and about women, thus, we do not
accept writing, graphics or photographs
by men. We discussed various possible
solutions to this problem and unani-
mously agreed that based on our policy,
we would not print his letter.

At this point, we at Pandora did not take
the case very seriously, as we often anger
men (and sometimes women) through our
women-only policy. We were, however,
confident that the organizations which
advertised in Pandora would not be co-
opted by the tirades of an angry man. In
this presumption, we were correct.

We proceeded with our daily business
of producing a newspaper...that is, until
we received a letter from the Human
Rights Commission stating that the com-
plaint against Pandora would be investi-
gated (as are all complaints). We didn't
think the complaint had sufficient content
to warrant an investigation, but as all
complaints must be investigated, we then
presumed it.would be dismissed.

It was then requested that Pandora visit
the Human Rights office to discuss the
editorial policy and position of Pandora.
We agrecd to this and at this meeting we
presented a two-fold position as to what
the purpose of Pandora was. We said:

- that Pandora is a newspaper which
informs and provides a voice to women by
supporting a woman-only policy; and

« that Pandora exists to assist women in
obtaining skills in writing and producing a
newspaper.

We argued that Pandora was an alterna-
tive to mainstreamn media by making vocal
and visible the presence of women, unlike
mainstream culture which almost invari-
ably promotes sexist and derogatory rep-
resentations of women. To give up our
woman-only policy, even if it was only to
allow ‘one small letter’ from a man, would
be counter to the purposes of our exis-
tence. After this meeting we hoped that
our position would be supported by the
commission and the case would be dis-
missed.

Unfortunately, the investigator for the
commission found sufficient evidence to
support the complainant’s position and
subsequently a conciliation meeting was
scheduled for the following December. A
conciliation is simply a meeting set up
between the complainant and the respon-
dents to meet and try to find an agreeable
solution for both sides.

According to Nova Scotia Human
Rights regulations, any information re-
garding the process of conciliation, or the
outcome of it, is deemed confidential.
Thus, we are not able to discuss what
happened within this meeting with our
readers. What wecan tell you, however, is
that the conciliation process ultimately
did not produce a successful resolution.
This process took us up to April 1991.

Pandora discussed the possibility of
applying for an exemption through the
affirmative action program of the Human
Rights Commission. This means that if we
were awarded an exemption, Pandora

would be recognized as an equality-pro-
moting organization and legally be en-
titled to be a “‘women-only newspaper.”
However, we decided not to pursue this
avenue on the grounds that Pandora is an
organization which already promotes sex
equality. We do not consider, nor do we
want to be considered, a *special interest’
group which needs permission to pro-
mote equality, when in fact we promote
equality by virtue of our existence. We
take the position that where a single-sex
organization of women is an equality-
promoting organization, there isno viola-
tion to the right to equality because of our
woman-only policy. Successful male
challenges to female single-sex organi-
zations merely perpetuates existing in-
equities, since equal treatment of unequal
groups would undermine the goal of
equality. This decision reaffirmed for us
that we had, in no way, discriminated
against the man who filed the complaint.

In April 1991, this case was presented
to the Human Rights Commission for
decision. Up until this point, the case had
been investigated by various levels
within the Human Rights Commission,
butnot by thecommission itself. We have
not yet heard what happened at this
meeting.

The Human Rights Commission does
not have the power in itself to rule on this
case; however, it does refer the matter to
the Minister responsible for theHuman
Rights Commission with recommenda-
tion. If the Commission finds the case
against Pandora to be valid, we could be
faced with a public board of inquiry. On
the other hand, the Commission could
recommend that the case be dismissed.

Pandora is angry! First of all, a man
has taken up so much of our precious
time, energy and MONEY. We already
are overworked, over-harassed, under-
paid and unrecognized. We have had to
delay our publication inorder to deal with
all the complexities accompanying this
case (which is partly why this issue is so
late).

In a time when sexism against women

is sovisible and rampant, we feel itis impor-
tant to recognize the vital contributions that
women-only organizations have towards
reversing the disadvantaged position of
women.

It is not only for Pandora that we have
refused to apply for anexemption. There are
many women's organizations in Nova
Scotia, and the Maritimes, which should not
have to apply for an exemption to ensure a
woman-only policy. If Pandora sought an
exemption, it would leave every other
women’s organization in a position of vul-
nerability. If Pandora did apply for and re-
ceive an exemption, it would set a precedent
requiring a similar exemption every time a
woman-only event, publication, meeting...
anything, was scheduled.

If, on the other hand, Pandora was not
granted an exemption, the consequences
would be grave as we would haveno protec-
tion against claims of sex discrimination.
All other women'’s groups would be simi-
larly unprotected.

We can not allow an angry man to initi-
ate a human rights case each time he feels
violated. Pandora has decided to take a
stand against this type of harassment by
maintaining who we are and what we are:
strong, proud women committed to femi-
nism, working towards a better world for
women.

Women are abused, sexually assaulted,
beaten, murdered, and laughed at by a soci-
ety which accepts this as normal male be-
haviour.

How can we possibly be accused of dis-

crimination when the quality of . women’s
lives is secondary to male privilege. Our
rights are secondary to men's, and our
voices are undermined by a legal system
which claims equality. This Human Rights
case is yet another form of misogyny and
harassment against women.
We can accept that some men will become
angry with who we are and what we stand
for (and some women t00). If no one ever
complained about us, then we probably
wouldn'tbe doing our job effectively. But to
drag us through this process is tiresome. We
are sick of it!

Pandora
$$ Needs Your Help $$

This case has seriously hurt our small budget. We are non-
profit and manage to exist on funds generated from subscrip-
tions, advertisements, and donations. Pandora’s future
depends on your financial assistance. This case notonly af-
fects Pandora, but also has profound implications for all
women’s organizations. Please help support our right to be
women-only. Any donation is appreciated. Please fill in the
form so we can acknowledge your contribution. We are non-
charitable and thus cannot send a tax receipt.

Name:

Address:

Postal Code:

Amount: $

Please send cheque or money order to:

Pandora, P. O. Box 1209, North, Halifax, N.S., B3K 5H4
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Letters/Letters/Letters/Letters/Letters

Pride Week derives  toff”

from Stonewall riots

Pandora:

On Friday, June 27, 1969,
Manhattan's 6th Precinct set off to raid
the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in
Greenwich Village. Patrons of the bar
tended to be young non-whites. Many
were drag queens, and many came
from the ghetto across town in the East
Village. A “routine” raid was to be-
come the first gay riot in (U.S.) history.

As police slowly brought out pa-
trons, acrowd was accumulating on the
streets. A few minutes later, an officer
tried to steer the last of the patrons, a
lesbian, through the bystanders to a
nearby patrol car. “She put up a
struggle from car to door to car again,”
reported the Village Voice. At that
moment the scene became explosive.
Beer cans and bottles were thrown, and
a rain of coins descended on the cops.
From nowhere came an uprooted park-
ing meter, used as a battering ram on
the Stonewall door. A blaze of flame
soon appeared in the window of the
Stonewall Inn.

Rioting continued far into the night,
with Puerto Rican transvestites and
young people leading charges against
rows of uniformed police and then
withdrawing to regroup in village al-
leys and side streets.

By the following night, graffiti call-
ing for “Gay Power” had appeared.
Young Gays — effeminate, according
to most reports — gathered on comers,
angry and restless. For the next few
hours, trash fires blazed, bottles and
stones flew through the air, and cries of
“Gay Power” rang through the streets
as police, numbering over 400, did
battle with more than 2,000!

Before the end of July, women and
men in New York had the Gay Libera-
tion Front, a self-proclaimed revolu-

tionary organization in the style of the
New Left. Word of the riot and GLF
spread rapidly among the networks of
radicals scattered across the country,
and within a year, gay liberation groups
had sprung up in universities and cities
around the nation.

The reason for this brief history
lesson is to remind you all where Pride
Day originated. Officially June 27th is
Pride Day, although each city cele-
brates on different dates in June. In
Halifax, we celebrate with pride for a
week, from June 21st to June 30th.

This year's theme is “Growing Out
Of Bounds,” and we are inviting all
groups andfor individuals to come
celebrate with us.

At 2 pm on June 15th at Rumours,
there will be an opportunity to make
signs for the Parade. The Parade is on
June 22nd, beginning and ending at
Rumors. There will be a reception,
Info-Fair, and Artisan Market after the
Parade. The Artisan is open to anyone

~ who would like to sell craft work.

Tables will be $5.00 each.

For more information on all events,
call me at the GALA office (423-2292)
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Friday, orcall
the Lavender Connection at 454-2564.
For the second year, we will be having
Lesbian Culture Day and dance on June
23rd. During the week there will be
events and workshops. The Artisan
Market will be repeated on June 29.On
June 30th, we will be wrapping up the
week with a *“Coming Out Gala™ where
we will present Community Awards.

Pride Week is a time to put away our
differences and stand strong as a com-
munity. Only by standing together with
our feet firmly planted can we prepare
for “Growing Out Of Bounds.”
Cathy McDougall, Halifax

WE NEED YOUR HELP BADLY!

VEITH HOUSE SUMMER SOLSTICE
BENEFIT DANCE PARTY

SAT, JUNE 15, 9 PM
AT “THE CHURCH”
5657 NORTH STREET

Featuring: Earthwitch

$5.00 unwaged
$8.00 waged

ENJOY !

by
Noreen
stevens

THE CHOSEN FAMILY

THE HANDLE THE CHAW 60ES | | THe WATERS CLEAN...
ATTACHES PowN o THE I
1o THE CHAIN... RUBBER THINGY... genhw
CLEAN...

Are there any

IT5 ALULED ALRIGHT... | | | MEAN OTHER  WHAT M.... JOB:-«
You BEEN STUFF...  QTHER | |FEMININE  fouke
PUTTING S10FF...2 ﬁwrr. - BLUSHING!

non-leshian

women’s groups out there?

Pandora:

Ihave attended several meetings of
feminist-oriented concerns in different
groups. These groupshavereceivedme
indifferently at best, and with frosty
suspicion at worst.

Even after offering to contribute my
time and effort, I do not feel welcome
or wanted. Nor am] a lesbian. Some of
my heterosexual acquaintances have
suggested that therein lies my *“prob-
lem.”

Are there any local non-lesbian
groups I can connect with? Pleasedon’t
suggest REAL WOMEN. I ardently
believe in all women's issues.

SHY OF REJECTION, Halifax
Pandora’s Note:

No, there is no such a thing as anon-
lesbian women's group. There may be
groups where lesbians are not obvious
at first sight. There may be groups
where lesbians are closeted. (The only
group that certainly has no lesbians is a
men's group.)

Lesbians have been rendered invis-
ible by our culture for thousands of
years. Stereotypes are not only mis-
leading but dangerous, because they
provide society with a very limited
understanding of reality. Lesbians
come in every shape, size, and colour
you can imagine a woman to come in.
Lesbians are your neighbours, teach-
ers, bosses, lawyers and mothers, sis-
ters, grandmothers and daughters. To
attempt to walk into a room and point
out the lesbians by some special mark
is impossible. It would be the same as
attempting to walk into a room and
point out heterosexuals.

When yourealize that (statistically)
10% of all women are lesbians, you can
be fairly sure there are lesbians, clos-
eted or not, in almost any group you
may find yourself in.

Women-Loving-Women, Women-
Loving-Men and Women-Loving-
Women and Men need to leam to work
together. Lesbianism is a women'’s
issue.

However, it can be difficult to get

involved in women's groups. Part of
this is due to the process of entering a
new group — choice of group, choice
of task, getting to know other group
members, discovering similarities and
differences in opinion and life experi-
ences.

A major aspect in enjoying the
group you work with is to make sure
you are clear about your motives in
joining the group. Both the individual
and the group must benefit by the indi-
vidual being part of the group, and both
must be clear about their expectations.

What issue are you concerned
about? What approach, theoretical,
applied, academic, local, global, etc.,
of this issue do you want to affect?
Does the group deal with the same
aspect of the issue with which you are
concermed? What skills, life experi-
ences, goals, personal level of commit-
ment, and time constraints will affect
your future involvement?

What are the expectations of the
group in terms of work on the issue and
work done by members, and do these
expectations match your own? If the
match looks good, then both you and
the group may work.

When you enter a new group,
chances are you are going to feel un-
known and possibly a bit rejected. The
other group members have known each
other for a while, had defeats, suc-
cesses, worked hard together and
played together. You are the “new kid"
in this block.

In addition, women, because they
juggle so many roles and responsibili-
ties in so few hours, may not have the
energy onagivenday to give the grand-
stand welcome. But it will come. The
woman next to you with the glazed
look in her eyes may be mentally calcu-
lating her babysitter’s availability this
week, not determining her feelings
about you.

Time and effort are usually the
answer to feelings of newness. Get in
there and work. It can be intimidating
to be with better informed members,

but you can take a task within your
scope, do it, ask questions, and before
you know it, you'll become better in-
formed, and suddenly, it's your group.

If you are feeling rejected and not
partof a group, often there is atendency
to pick out an attribute of the group and
say that the group is at fault.

Groups are made up of people, and
women's groups especially are made
up of an especially broad range of indi-
viduals. Women make up roughly half
the population, and feminist groups,
because they reflect the concerns of
women, can have a diverse range of
personalities.

This, however, rather than being a
negative attribute, adds the accumu-
lated knowledge, strengths, carings,
and concerns to the group to better aid
it in helping women.

All this is to say that finding a non-
lesbian group would probably not
solve your problem. You may find that
by improving your own involvement
with a group, you can help women as
you get to know some fascinating and
concerned women of all persuasions.

Lesbian-abuse
workshop held
on Culture Day

Pandora:

The media, although widely featur-
ing woman abuse, has not educated us
about abuse in lesbian relationships.

Within many loving relationships,
physical, verbal, and mental abuse
exists.

To raise public awareness on this
issue, there will be a workshop on June
23rd, Lesbian Culture Day, at Ru-
mours.

For more information, call 454-
2564.

It’s time to end woman abuse!
Krista J. MacRoberts, Halifax
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Some funding for women’s centres reinstated, more needed

Pandora:

February 22 marked the one year
anniversary of the announcement of
funding cuts to Secretary of State’s
Women’s Program. This year also
marked the beginning of a two day
conference of women’s centres in
Nova Scotia. Over the weekend we
took time toreflect upon the past year’s
struggles over funding. In doing so, we
realized a formal thank you to the

feminist community in the city was
long overdue. On behalf of all the
centres in the province, I would there-
fore like to take this opportunity to
extend our appreciation.

The Halifax-based direct action

was crucial in the campaign around

funding. To co-opt a headline from
Pandora (June 1990) you were “giving
it all to the cause,” through the Secre-
tary of State occupation, the guerrilla

theatre, Weiner roasts, graffiti art, the
Lipsticked Lady Terrorists, and more.
These demonstrations were critical in
drawing media attention to the issue
and sustaining overall momentum
across the country. They reinforced
what a flood of more than 11,000 letters
were saying to Secretary of State Gerry
Weiner: Women's centres are vital
community resources, and women are
willing to fight to ensure their survival.

This direct action combined with let-
ter-writing campaigns and well-
thought-out meetings with politicians
to leave an indelible mark on both the
government'’s and our own awareness
of women's collective strength.

As you are probably aware, in Janu-
ary of this year, Secretary of State rein-
stated the concept of operational fund-
ing for centres previously eligible.
However, centres in this country re-

Feminist reality doesn’t match expectations

Pandora:

It was almost an accident that I
picked up the January 1991 copy of
Pandora at the Entitlement Bookstore
in Halifax. I knew it was a Nova Sco-
tian publication, but that’s about it. If
I'd known it was a ‘feminist’ paper, I
wouldn't have touched it.

However, upon browsing through
the paper, 1 found myself intrigued
with each article. I read the paper from
cover to cover.

Ihave always thoughtof ‘feminists’
as burly, abrasive dyke-types who had
nothing better to do with their time than
bitch about life and hate men. But the
articles I read in Pandora weren't writ-
ten by women who fit my stereotype,
or, if they were, the stereotype didn't
show through in their stories. Instead
what I found was sometimes humor-
ous, sometimes fun, but, for the most
part, thought-provoking articles onreal
issues, issues that affect all women in
some way or another. I was surprised,
pleasantly surprised.

I have never considered myself a
feminist. In fact, I have shunned the
term for the very reason I stated above,
because there is an unpleasant, uncom-
fortable stereotype that is attached to

Pandora gives
women food
for thought

Pandora:

I am an eighteen year-old high
school student and I am female. The
greatest question, I think, that women
(if we may be called that yet) my age
face is this: What does it mean to us to
be a woman. We are faced with a bar-
rage of mediadaily, hourly, that tells us
to be a woman is to be thin, have silky
legs, and wear clothes that attract men.
But we are of the age where we are
beginning to be able to see through the
haze of hormones and see what we
really want to be. We don't have to live
like our mothers and grandmothers did,
and we have choices to make.

I struggle with myself every time a
teacher or a friend makes a sexist re-
mark or innuendo because it is so easy
to be labelled “feminist bitch” or
“dyke.” But the fact remains that I think
I know who I am, I think I know where
I'm going, I know what I like and what
Idon’t.

I just want to say that it's publica-
tions like yours that really give those of
us who are struggling to emerge, as
women, food for thought. I think it’s
women like those who write, edit and
believe in the ideals behind Pandora,
those women who lead, those who
teach, those who help, who should be
rolemodels for young people, male and
female. Thank you for your voice.
Angela
Dartmouth, N.S.
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being a feminist. However, I do believe
in equal pay for equal work, the right
for a woman to choose what is best for
her own body and mind, and the essen-
tial right for women to stand up for
themselves in a world run by men,
dictated by men, and controlled by
men.

Alittle overayear ago, I also left the
Roman Catholic faith, disgusted and
disillusioned by its hypocrisy towards
women and its patriarchal foundation.

After surviving a violence-filled

and turbulent young childhood, and,
after the age of five, being raised by my
single mother who has, to this day, not
healed from the experiences of her
married life, independence and aggres-
siveness became a way of life... no
labels attached.

I'm sorry and ashamed for being so
shallow as to put down and block out a
portion of my own sex for standing up
for their rights. After all, if we don't
stand up for ourselves, who will?

I'm not sure I will ever become a

die-hard feminist, but it's suddenly
reassuring to see other people, other
women, with the same concerns as
mine, who will not label — pardon the
stereotype — a person a heretic for
having 1deas of equality which are still
considered radical and, to some extent,
heretical, in Nova Scotia.

Bravo Pandora for bringing women
together and bringing issues out in the
open that have always been quieted by
a patriarchal society!

Sarah Eaton, Halifax

Lots of activities planned for Pride Week

Pandora:

Hello there, my name is Cathy
McDougall, and I am the Chair of the
Pride Week '91 Committee for Hal-
ifax, N.S.

I welcome you to celebrate with us
“Growing out of Bounds,” this year’s
theme for Pride Week '91. We would
like to see all individuals and/or groups
represented in the parade, by float,
banner, or your own presence. On June
15,1991 at2 pm we will be at Rumours

preparing signs and banners. Your
group is welcome to use this space.

The times we are living inneed us to
show our strength in numbers and cele-
brate with PRIDE in 1991. The tenta-
tive date for the parade is June 22,
1991, (Saturday).

Our events are still in the planning
stage, but there is a parade. After the
parade, there will be an “Info-Fair,”
where groups can set up their booths. If
your group is interested, please inform

Get entangled! Buy a sub.
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me by contacting the GALA office. On
June 30, 1991 we will be hosting a
“Coming out Gala” and presenting
community awards for 1991.

Please forward your reply, inquiry,
or suggestions to:

Pride Week '91, P.O. Box 7126,
Halifax N.S. B3K 575, or you can call
me at the GALA office (423-2292)
Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday.
Cathy McDougall
Chair/Pride Week 91
(See also article in this issue about
Pride Week activities.)

Starhawk
fundraiser
a major success

Pandora:
The Maritimes Full Circle
Fundraiser was a wonderful,

wonderful day. On February 10 more
than 200 women and children attended
the ritual workshop with Starhawk in
the afternoon, and approximately 550
(many of the same group) came to the
evening event.

We were able to gather at a terrible
time in our world and both give and
receive strength, courage, caring, and
laughter. We were also able to raise
more than $7,000 clear to give to the
production of Donna Read’s third film,
Full Circle. Isn’t that great! A fabulous
achievement that really demonstrates
the Maritime community’s support.

The Full Circle Collective would
like to thank every person who partici-
pated in any way. You helped envision
this film as a real possibility. You gave
your hearts and your talents and your
hands and your money. Your presence
made gathering together again a joy.

We are delighted to tell you: Of
three Canadian fundraisers held so far,
our community travelled the farthest,
raised the most, and thanks to the
magical musicality of Silver Frith and
the super “shameless™ songstering of
the Secret Furies, our voices rang the
loudest, too.

Seeyou at the WHEN conferencein
May!

Full Circle Collective

main seriously underfunded. The rein-
statement was set at 1989 levels and
excluded the approximately 50% of the
country’s centres not receiving opera-
tional funds. (It also did not address the
financial situation of national women's
groups, whose work feeds integrally
into that of the centres.)

There is obviously much more
work to be done. But in continuing, we
remember the creativity, the tenacity,
and the solidarity that was displayed
this past year. Those remembrances
will serve us in good stead as we tackle
not only the issue of funding for
women's services but all the issues that
impacton the achievementof women'’s
equality in our society.

Phyllis Price, for Women’s
Centres CONNECT!

Kudos and
complaints
to Pandora

I look forward to, and enjoy receiv-
ing issues of Pandora. Please use the
extra money towards ensuring that
others who perhaps cannot afford to
subscribe continue to receive Pandora.
Keep up the good work!

—Carolyn Hiltz, Halifax

The last issue of Pandora was par-
ticularly fine. I'm impressed by the
way in which your publication is be-
coming even more thoughtful and di-
verse.

—M K. Louis, Victoria, BC

I admire you all remendously. It’s
a good and important paper. Want any
rural contributors?

—Kay Tudor, Shelburmne Co., NS

(Editor’s note: Yes! Yes! Yes! We
recognize that we are far too city-ori-
ented. We would love to have more
stories about rural women's lives.)

Keep up the excellent work. I have
enjoyed Pandora from the beginning
and continue to enjoy it today!

—Janis M. Leone, Halifax

Ienclose acheque for a subscription
(plus a small donation.) I saw your
Pandora Vol6 #2 issue at Frog Hollow
Books and am very much impressed
with its sense and literacy—to say
nothing of agreeing with almost all of
your views.

I especially enjoyed your editorial;
and also the Gynogame. Although I
love jigsaw puzzles, word problems
like this have always scared me rigid,
but Dian Day’s helpful instructions
made it all look feasible, and I solved it
very quickly withno stress at all. Thank
you for an intellectual boost!

—Alice Braybrooke, Halifax

Keep up the great work! Thank you.
—Maura Donovan, Wolfville, NS

Iam interested inreceiving Pandora
as [ believe it is an excellent publica-
tion. But I also believe it is being dis-
criminatory in not publishing men’s
work. I do know some very caring,
loving, supportive men that I do not
discriminate against because they are
males. And if we women don’t take the
time to try to change male attitudes,
who will? Is an abused male child less
deserving of comfort and support be-
cause he is male?

—Pat Weaver, Parrsboro, NS



He threatened to Kill me...“but | survived!

J.J.

Living with an abuser would be
better termed as “existing,” for it is not
anormal life but a day to day, hour to
hour existence with the fear of being
beaten, berated or both.

During the 8 1/2 years I was married
to an abusive partner, I existed with the
fear that he was going to come home
drunk and abusive again.

The first time was two months into
the marriage and was totally unex-
pected. The sweet, loving, caring per-
son I had married would never be like
this — would he? As1 was to find out
in the course of my marriage, not only
would he repeat this first actof violence
against me, but it would get worse and
recur more often, until I literally feared
for my life. At the end, when I finally
escaped, (which would be the proper
terminology since I was leaving a hell
worse than prison) I had reached the
point of either being killed or of killing
myself.

Itstarted out with afew bruises once
in awhile when he drank, then pro-
gressed to my being threatened with a
butcher knife and having to run from
my home with my infant daughter. My
crime was that a strange man at a dance
had said hello to me.

At first any violence used against
me was done in the privacy of ourhome
when no one else was around. When-

ever I tried to tell anyone what was -

happening in my home, I was believed
to be lying, since the only side of my
husband anyone seen was his public
face, which was that of “Good Time
Charlie.”

When I finally let my parents know
what was going on, they were upset and
had a few things to say to my husband.
After that I was not allowed to visitmy
parents’ home, and they couldn't visit
mine, by order of my Lord and Master.
In the past, if I expressed the wish to
terminate our marriage, I was told he
would find me wherever I went and kill

me and my parents. Also, he would
threaten that if I left, I would never get
my children, as he would go into court
and claim I was an unfit mother, even if
it meant perjuring himself and getting
people to lie for him on the stand.

On one occasion when he tried to
strangle me and damaged part of my
windpipe, I told my family doctor what
was going on in my home. His attitude
was that of the male chauvinist —
“What did I do to provoke him” and
whatever it was I deserved it!”

Finally the true side of my husband
began to appear before our friends, and
soon hardly anyone would come to our
home whenhe was present and we were
hardly ever invited out, since he didn't
Know how 1o behave even in other
people’s homes. A card game would

" turn into my having to endure abusive

name-calling, hitting, kicking, getting
poked with a paring knife. Once he set
my hair on fire because he was losing
the game.

When he was drinking he would
urinate anywhere in our home —under
the kitchen cupboards, carpets, couch,
bed, etc., and if 1 asked him tostop I was
beaten, as it was his home and he could
do whatever he wanted in it. Whenever
he would come home with liquor on his
breath, even the family cat would auto-
matically disappear in fright.

Our oldest daughter, unfortunately,
had to witness this behaviour, because
when he got the gun out, threatening to
shoot me, I had to bar her and me in her
bedroom and push the bunk beds, bu-
reau, etc., against the door and sleep on
the floor for protection.

Finally he progressed to being abu-
sive when he was not drinking. My
back is permanently damaged from
being jumped on by him, and all my
toes have been broken by him, for his
sheer enjoyment of torturing me.

He grabbed a friend’s 14 year-old
son by the throat, in his own home, and
threatened to kill him, then sneaked

Fast food in Fogolama.

You won'’t find hot dog stands in Fogolama, Nigeria.
But you will find a different way-of-life. New fare.
New friends. Challenge. And change.

Two years living in another culture and an opportu-
nity to work with others who are striving to improve
their lives. It's hard work, but rewarding.

We need someone special. Someone who wants more
than 9 to 5. Someone willing to try something
different.The person we're looking for has skills and
experience and can live on a modest salary.

Do you have skills in health, business, agriculture,
communications, engineering, education or forestry?
For further information contact: CUSO,

1657 Barrington Street, Suite 508, Halifax,

Nova Scotia B3J 2A1, tel:(902)423-6709

=== = Join the CUSO teum
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home and got out his 30-30 to lie in
ambush for me to come home. If it
hadn’t been for our oldest daughter
running to her grandmother’s home in
terror that night and her warning me, I
may have been killed that time.

As it was, the gun was taken from
our home that night by my mother-in-
law before she allowed friends to bring
me home — where he threw me to the
floor, beat me and tried to strangle me,
with our oldest daughter standing there
watching. If it hadn’t been for our
friends being there and helping me,I'm
quite sure the outcome would have
been death.

The night of my escape started out
with my husband getting drunk and
arguing with our company. Then he
turned his anger on me, and that insane
look came over his face that I had
grown to recognize. He went to get his
30-30and told me innouncertain terms
he was going to kill me. While our
company wrestled the gun from him, I
managed to put a call through to the
police but was connected with the
wrong police deptartment. Since my
husband was slowly making his way
towards me, I gave my name and loca-
tion to the officer I was speaking to and
informed him my husband had a gun
and was going to shoot me. The officer
keptrepeating, “Whatdoeshehave and
what is he going to do with it?”

At this point, my husband broke
loose from the people who were hold-
ing him, grabbed the phone receiver
and started to beat me on the head with
it, then broke the connection. He then
grabbed my hair, threw me to the floor
and kept pulling my hair with one hand
and pounding me with his fist with the
other hand.

While this was happening, my old-
est daughter ran out the house, hysteri-
cal, to her grandmother’s houseto try to
get me help, because no one else
seemed to be helping at the time she
left. When he was finally pulled off me,
our company held him while I got the
kids together and drove to my parents’
home.

My call to the wrong police depart-
ment was never reported that night to
the proper police department by the
officer I had spoken to. The call was
probably assumed to be “just another
hysterical female” calling.

The next day I went to the hospital,
where I was told my entire head was
almost completely bruised and my
scalp was torn from the skull bone, ear
to ear. The doctor on call that day
advised me not to go back home be-
cause by the looks of things my hus-
band would probably kill me the next
time.

Thadto leave my parents’ home and
go to a transition house because my
husband kept parking at the end of my
parents’ driveway and sitting there
watching forme. While I was still at the
transition house, my husband wentto a
psychiatrist three times and was told he
did not have a psychological problem
— THAT 1 DID!

I am now divorced, and have cus-
tody of our two children. My ex-hus-
band has remarried, and, from descrip-
tions of his wedding, he has not

changed. Since he has never received
proper psychiatric treatment, it will not
be long before he reverts back to hisold
ways of treating his wife —ifhe hasn't
already!

I pray to God, that when he does,
she can get out before he kills her,
because I am certain he would have
ended up murdering me if I had not
been able to escape when I did.

To sum it all up, the professional
people who could have helped me all
turned their backs on a progressively-
violent situation.

The only help and support I did
receive was through family, close
friends and the transition house staff.
Last, but not least, the one who could
have helped my ex-husband made a
diagnosis without further investigating
the circumstances. I consider myself
one of the lucky ones — I'M ALIVE.

Leshian Festival to be held in Quebec

Immerse yourself in French-speak-
ing lesbian culture! The first Lesbians’
Festival in Canada will take place this
year from August 30 - September 2,
1991 at a wheelchair-accessible, lake-
side camp 100 km northeast of Mon-
treal. This will be a lesbian cultural
oasis, featuring the best of lesbian art,
music, dance, writers, workshops,
films and much more.

Tickets for this event are on a shid-
ing scale of $135 - $173 for 4 days and

will entitle you to three meals a day
with a comfortable, dorm-style cabin
located in a beautiful private camp,
with sports fields, lakeside beach, na-
ture trails, lakeside dining rooms, and
indoor theatres.

There will be fine entertainment
provided with videos, concerts, adance
each evening, as well as craft booths
and Artists’ Gallery filled with the best
of lesbian arts and crafts. In addition to
the fine entertainment, lesbian writers,

GLORIA BARKER nH.c.

FRANK KITTS nHc.
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artists and organizers will participate in
workshops and forums. Workshop
subjects will range from sexuality to
spirituality, from politics to fiction.

The Lesbians’ Festival in Quebec is
committed to being accessible to all
lesbians who would like to attend. It is
for this reason that it is held in a wheel-
chair accessible camp. English transla-
tion will be available for most activi-
ties, as well as LSQ interpreters and
Braille programs.

Join us for this herstoric, Quebe-
coises lesbian celebration! If you are
interested in having a craft booth or in
showing your work in the Gallery,
please contact us as soon as possible. If
you would like to attend the Festival,
tickets on a sliding scale of $135-$175
for 4 days, will be available before July
15th.

For brochure and more informa-
tion, please write to: PRODUCTIONS
PARTICULIERES, C.P.261, Succ. de
Lormier, Montreal, Quebec H2H 2N6
(514) 597-0858. Please include self-
addressed, stamped envelope.
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Group helps kids make sense of their lives

Joan Newman

Since the inception of Youth in
Transition, I've often struggled as to
how best describe the group to people
who are unfamiliar with us. Perhaps
it's best to begin with how we started.

The community is well aware of the
existing services for battered women
and batterers. But people such as those
at Bryony House were often concerned
by the absence of services for the chil-
dren once they left the sanctuary of the
transition house. We were setupto deal
with children who are living with the
different after-

ings” that best express the range of
emotion these children and teens move
through. I fondly recall a paper, life-
sized child’s body, mini parachute at-
tached, that hung from our ceiling — a
symbol and a reminder of how this
room comes to be owned by its partici-
pants.

We still have our “love is hard”
graffiti and our collection of well-ar-
mored animals drawn on poster-sized
paper throughout theroom. There is the
self-portrait of the beautiful woman
with fanged teeth, and the hanging,

out as clearly as they do on this paper,
either. Sometimes they surface during
adispute with another child or with us.
The process is different for each
child. Some children are not yet aware
they are angry over the change in their
lives, while others can easily express
« their sadness over family changes. It
can be a relief to have a name put to
some of the confusing or hostile feel-
ings a child may be having. These chil-
dren are reminders to each other what
they are struggling with. They can
learn from each other or find direction
from us.

maths of vio-
lence towards
their mothers.
The Youth in
Transition pro-
gram is funded
by a Health and
Welfare grant
that the Institute
for the Study of
Women at
Mount  Saint

Some childen are not yet
aware they are angry
over the changes

in their lives.

The growing of a
group brings uncer-
tainty for all of us,
because we are never
sure what will sprout
up. Every group
comes to have itsown
identity. Some
groups have pet
names, fond names or
sarcastic names.
“Welcome to the

Vincent Univer- ’
sity applied for. We are now in our
second year of operation and are opti-
mistic that we will be busy well into our
third and final year. The group therapy
program was designed and is being run
by its two therapists, Joan Newman and
Patrick Mabey, while Martha McGinn
co-ordinates the program at the Mount.

We began by setting up a group
therapy room at Veith House in Sep-
tember 1989, and found that by Janu-
ary 1990 our referrals had grown to
such a point that we could finally begin
six therapy groups. We are now run-
ning our second round of six-month-
long therapy groups. The children we
service are between the ages of eight
and sixteen. When they come together
in a group, they are with children of the
same sex and similar ages.

If you were to walk into our group
room, you could feel the heartbeat of
the program. At the time of writing this
article, the room seems bare in com-
parison to the life and art it accumu-
lated over the first series of groups. But
in a familiar way it is filling up again
with the “art,” “clutter” and “belong-

stuffed duffle bag that has been used
and abused, painted, autographed, and
sorely missed when it falls from its
perch.

From all of this, many people (often
adults) pull away when they come into
the room because it can scream out at
you the way graffiti does in a subway
station. Yet it never ceases to amaze us
how the children and the teens that
come to be assessed for our program
are often drawn to some piece of the
room as if it is also a piece of them.
They seem to understand it.

These children have much in com-
mon, despite their uniqueness as indi-
viduals. They share the fact that they
have experienced much CHANGE.
Things such as moves, family separa-
tions, and sometimes divorces, bring
new homes, strange environments, and
much readjusting despite a parent’s
best intentions. With all these changes
come the accompanying emotions of
confusion, fear, sadness, anger, and
guilt. These thoughts and feelings get
shared over hot cocoa or during a bas-
ketball game. They don’t always come

FOR

+ Age 6 and up

TAE KWON DO
CHILDREN AND TEENS

« Develops self-confidence, the ability to say NO

« Improves physical fitness and mental discipline

« An individual challenge with far-reaching benefits
+ Beginners always welcome

For more information,

call 457-0048 after 3 pm

3434 Dutch Village Road,
Halifax, N.S.

schizo group” graffiti
was an expression of how our first teen-
agers felt others saw them: strange and
misunderstood. Other groups have
dreamed up new first names for each
member. A new identity can leave so
much to the imagination.

These groups allow the participants
to try on new identities. Some want
desperately to be living in different
circumstances. In the end, the group
allows them to learn new ways of cop-
ing by trying on different behaviours in
the group.

The goals of our program are nu-
merous:

« to identify and express feelings
around life changes,

e to learn better ways to deal with
anger and aggression,

« to improve self-esteem and build a
better self-concept,

* to learn children are not respon-
sible for family violence,

* to explore how children define
their future based on models they may
have been exposed to in the home.

Our groups have never been so for-
mal that we've named these goals to the
participants. Instead, we often ask
them to answer some of the questions
we pose on the front of our children's
pamphlet advertising the program.
Questions like:

Check which of the following
sounds like you or someone you know:

(31 worry about how much my par-
ents fight

O I'm afraid of other’s anger

[J Sometimes I can't control my
temper

O Idon't trust a lot of people

The check list goes on and pinpoints
only some of the common thoughts and

feelings children may have when they
come to see us.

Many people stiffen at the thought
of such serious content being discussed
in a group, butrelax when they realize
that the groups also offer the chance to
get away from such seriousness. Some
weeks we're serious, some weeks silly.
Some weeks we’re arm-deep in clay
and paint, and other weeks we're glued
to our chairs while we share experi-
ences.

Picture one of my favourite paint-
ings on a six-foot roll of brown paper:
Five feet of it is candyland, fanta-
syland, full of castles and treats; —but—
at the other edge of the painting there
lurks the wicked witch.

It’s wonderful to realize that for all

of us there exists a special place where
the harsh realities of the world don’t
touch you. The group is in place to help
the children master some of their fears
and anxieties that are portrayed by the
monsters or wicked witches that do
enter on the edge of the painting.

(Pandora’s Note: Children's im-
ages of wicked witches as evil fantasy
figures are all too common in our soci-
ety.Itisasad occurrence that male vio-
lence against women and children is
being transposed into negative depic-
tions of women, such as wilches, in
these children’s drawings.

Pandora feels it is time to begin the
work of reclaiming the positive aspects
of spirituality and witchcraft for our-
selves and our children.)

Some children’s books
you may enjoy reading

Carrie Melsom

I love books, especially children's
books. As a teacher of young children I
go through a lot of picture books. Most
children's books do nothing to chal-
lenge the status quo: They are fre-
quently sexist, there is still an absence
of minority faces, and almost no recog-
nition of alternate family structures.
Every so often I come across a book
that breaks the pattern. These are some
of those books. As ] come across more
I'll pass the titles on to you, along with

=

=)

Just Us Women
Jeannette Caines
illustration Pat Cummings

“No boys and no men — just us
women.” A young girl and her aunt
drive to North Carolina. They plan the
trip, pack maps and a lunch, and enjoy
their freedom to stop at roadside mar-
kets and to walk in the rain without
anyone hurrying them along. A picture
book for ages 4 to 8. The soft illustra-
tions and gentle rhythms set the scene
perfectly for a carefree, cross-country
drive with “just us women.”

Harper and Row

An Experiential Exploration

Date: June 8-9, 1991

Cost: $125

Announcing:

The Shamanic Journey, Power and Healing:

Place: Cedar Camp, NB (near Sussex)
on 500 acres, rustic camping facilities available

(send $50 deposit or full amount by May 15 to reserve your place)
Contact E. Mandrona, Box 1557, Sussex, NB EOE 7P0 (506) 433-3151

(also to be held September 7-8, 1991 in Halifax, NS)

short descriptions. Most of the books I
mention are available in Halifax librar-
ies, some, such as Asha’s Moms can be
purchased at the Red Herring.

Planting Seeds
Patricia Quinlan
illustration Vladyana Krykorka

A young girl’s exposure to war,
bombs and hunger in the media leaves
her struggling with her fear and confu-
sion. She begins to gain some basic
understanding about conflict when her
parents help her to seeitin herown life.
She still doesn’t understand about
bombs, but she does learn about plant-
ing seeds and people taking care of
each other. A picture book forages 4 to
8. A bibliography of other books about
conflict resolution is included.

Annick Press Ltd.

Asha’s Moms
Rosamund Elwin and Michele Paulse
illustration Dawn Lee

Ashareturns afield trip form signed
by her two moms. Her teacher wants it
filled out correctly and tells Asha she
can’t go unless it is. Asha relies on her
moms to talk to the teacher, but has to
deal with the curiosity of her class-
mates when she paints a picture of her
family. Asha knows that living to-
gether and loving each other is what
makes afamily. A picture book for ages
4108.
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War costs once agaln take priority

Marion Mathieson

A wonderful song by Judy Small
chronicles the brainwashing of succes-
sive generations in Mothers, Daugh-
ters, Wives and ends derisively with
*“And we believed them!” Canadians in
the "90s seem to decide more carefully
what they will believe.

The departures of naval vessels
from Halifax elicited very interesting
responses and attitudes. For example,
one male veteran abhorred what he
called “the display of snivelling young
wives.”

Ifthere were any, it was not evident.
Indeed, one furious wife told areporter
thatshe knew when she married asailor
that he could go to war at any time, but
she was not prepared to see him enter a
dangerous situation for the sake of
politics.

She should be commended for criti-
cizing the government’s motives and
having the courage to voice an opinion
undoubtedly shared by many.

We were asked to believe that the
Canadian Navy was ready. For whom?
For what? When George Bush'’s for-
mer friend Saddam Hussein committed
the unpardonable sin of interfering
with the U.S. gas-guzzling life-style,
‘the President commanded support of
his friend (read “interest”) Brian Mul-
roney in pursuit of what was called “a
great and noble undertaking.” The Ca-
nadian Navy hastily updated the fire-
power of three ships before they sailed,
their purpose and orders unclear.

Canada's reputation as peace-
maker has been deeply compromised
by the P.M.’s hasty ordering-up of
troops at President Bush's request.

Were we protecting the “free world?”
Were we making a better world, or just
a better world for some?

Saudi Arabia, an undemocratic
tribal monarchy, has been described as
one of the more progressive of Arab
states. Saddam Hussein is by no means
a savory character. His record on
human rights is appalling. He used
poison gas against civilians in his coun-
try. Itis alittle ironic, however, that we
only recently discovered Saddam to be
a uniquely evil leader. He has been
president of Iraq for 14 years, and the
Americans were inclined to favour him
when he was fighting Iran. Today,
Saudi Arabiais afriend of the U.S., Iraq
a foe.

Brian Mulroney seemed bent on
entangling Canada in a war about
money, greed, profits, and the macho
flexing of muscle. It was about a “‘new
international order,” with the U.S. in
control of the oil-fields of the Middle
East.

Were we being asked to destroy our
environment to protect a lifestyle? If
so0, whose? Canada could have done the
entire a world a service by not encour-
aging this folly of consumerism.

Before we continue to expand our
highway systems, destroy more agri-
cultural land and become increasingly
dependent on non-renewable re-
sources, we should consider the Sev-
enth Generation Law of the League of
the Iroquois whereby no important
decision is made by tribal members
without considering its future effect on
the seventh generation later. We will
have to do a lot of soul-searching in the
next few years.

Who armed the ““criminal of historic
proportions”?

The forces in Saudi Arabia faced a
powerfulIraqi army that owed much of
its strength to the complicity of western
arms suppliers. During the Iran-Iraq
war, the U.S. provided Iraq with intel-
ligence information and turned a blind
eye to arms sales from the Soviets and
other Europeans. The U.S. also quietly
permitted Saddam to buy computers
and other high-technology items for its

Same prices as taxi

Cellular phone
Personalized tours

0 0 0 000000

W

24-hour pre-arranged airport service (45 minutes notice)
Geared specially for women
Coffee on early morning pick-ups

Reading/informational materials

Weddings: hourly rates $35
Understanding the needs of the travelling public
Flying in? A call will have your car waiting

e =S CS
10% discount coupon

\)S\NE & TAX) SEQ

s ===

Call Wanda 456-3922
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defence industries. Using westen
mercenary expertise, he was able to
improve the range of Soviet-provided
SCUD missiles and may have devel-
oped chemical warheads for them.
Saddam is also believed to be well
along in developing nuclear weapons.

The multiple-launch rocket sys-
tems and surface-to-surface missiles
are made in Brazil. Other weaponry
originated in Czechoslovakia, Egypt
and South Africa. Saudi Arabia has F-
15 fighter planes, tanks, anti-tank mis-
siles and air-to-air missiles from the
US. The British sold the Saudis another
$2.3 billion (US) worth of weapons:
more F-14s and tanks, as well as Stifer
anti-aircraft missiles and depleted-ura-
nium anti-armour rounds.

The Iran-Iraq war, fuelled and en-
couraged by unscrupulous arms trad-
ers, aided and abetted by governments,
resulted in a massive Iragi debt,
prompting the invasion of Kuwait to
acquire its oil and wealth. On the other
hand, Saudi Arabia's $46 billion pur-
chase of arms last year (making it the
largest arms importer in 1989), appar-
ently did not lessen the fear of an Iraqi
invasion. Massive expenditures on
weapons have certainly not helped the
peace and security of people in the
Middle East, especially the poor. This
business could make some people very
rich in both the U.S. and Canada.

Not in Canada, you say?

Between 1981-87 Swiss Pilatus
PC7 trainers, which are easily con-
verted 1o attack-aircraft, were sold by
Switzerland to both Iran and Iraq — 37
of them to Iraq. They are powered by
Pratt and Whitney Canada engines. In
October 1988, the Swiss section of
Amnesty International reported on
arms exports to human rights violators,
including Iraqi use of PC7 aircraft to
bombard Kurdish villages with toxic
gases (chemical weapons). Sales such
as these are not considered “direct,”
and are, therefore, very hard to trace.
They are not reported by the Canadian
govemment. This situation empha-
sizes the disclosure problems that those
concerned about Canada’s involve-
ment in the arms race have complained
about for years.

It must repeated over and over again
that this arms build-up — a legacy of
the intemnational arms trade, and weap-
onry that poured into the middle-east,
notably Iraq and Saudi Arabia — was
aimed across their common border in

(Photo by Sara Shields)
Citizens take to Halifax streets to support a peaceful resolution to the Gulf war.

an international crisis as disastrous as
anything in the now-diffused Cold
ar.

Canada must now attempt to re-
deem itself in the eyes of citizens and
the whole international community by
using its seat on the Security Council to
find a peaceful solution to this stand-
off, by insisting that all troops in the
Gulf are under the United Nations flag,
and by ceasing to contribute to a rising
war mentality which will surely bring
disaster.

Should Canadians be successful in
persuading the government to shift
spending tax dollars to people-oriented
areas, then:

* A 50% reduction in military
spending would easily pay for a na-
tional childcare program.

* Just a 5% cut in military budget
could have saved VIA rail.

« Even one-tenth of one per cent of
military spending wouldre-openall the
shelters, women’s support and rape
crisis centres that were cut in the last
federal budget. The people of Canada
must question our government's pri-
orities.

Sending peace-keeping and sur-
veillance personnel and equipment
into a potential war zone is an irrespon-
sible use of Canada’s human, military
and diplomatic resources. One woman
wrote to the departing sailors and sol-
diers, “I have been through two world
wars; please try not the make this a
third.”

Judy Small’s song holds out some
hope for the future: Women are seeing
their role in society differently.

The women of Canada must call
this government to account, and let the
Prime Minister know that they deplore
the provocative action he has taken, un-
authorized by Parliament, of following
the United States to the brink in the
Persian Gulf; that they are ashamed
that our involvement in the global arms
race has made this “dead end” situation
possible. Canada has endangered her
reputation as peace-maker by exacer-
bating tensions and endangering lives.

Acknowledgements: Richard
Sanders: Coalition to Oppose the Arms
Trade; Project Ploughshares.

Marion Mathieson is a vice-presi-
dent of the National Action Committee
onthe Status of Women and chair of the
Survival of the Planet Committe. She
lives in Sydney, Cape Breton, N S.
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Anti-war demonstrators vividly illustrate their opinions by writing on the sides of a tank.

In search of the peaceful lightbulb

Donna Smyth %

Anyone who plans to avoid eco-
nomic collusion with the corporations
who design, test, sell and profit from the
weapons of mass destruction is likely to
spend a long and perplexing time at the
supermarket.

‘What could be more innocent than a
package of salt—the subject of a hundred
proverbs coupled with bread as the most
ancient symbol of hospitality and wel-
come?

Chances are, however, that the salt is
produced by Morton Thiokol or one of
its Canadian subsidiaries such as The
Canadian Salt Company.

A few aisles away there are a few
more Morton Thiokol products—
Spray’n Wash, Fantastic Spray Cleaner
and Glass Plus. None of them, perhaps,
are the choice of the environmentally-
conscious shopper, but they are not
especially sinister in themselves.

Morton Thiokols other products are
less benign. The company makes the
propulsion systems for a wholerange of
nuclear and other missiles—these in-
clude the MX, Trident and Poisedon, as
well as the smaller Maverick, Hellfire,
HARM, Sidewinder and Patriot.
There’s nothing unusual about Morton
Thiokol’s production of weaponry right
alongside everyday kitchen products.
In fact, the vast majority of arms-mak-
ing is done by companies which are
familiar to every consumer.

The largest of these is General Elec-
tric, but a host of familiar household
brands originate with companies which
are heavily involved in the weapons
business. It would be hard to find a
middle-class household in North Amer-
ica which didn’t contain some products
whose purchase benefitted companies
with a major stake in the arms trade.

For those who'd like to limit that
collusion, see the box on the centre of
this page for a brief list of some of the
products to avoid along with some alter-
native brands from companies with
little or no participation in weapons
production.

And the peaceful lightbulb? Well,
we're still looking. Right now the
choice in nearly every store is between
General Electric and GTE (Sylvania).
GTE isn't quite as large as General
Electric, but is still among the major
weapons-making military contractors.

While the weapons companies have

thoroughly infiltrated our everyday
lives, we also are capable of using eve-
ryday choices to limit their influence:
1) Making a conscious choice in
buying a lightbulb is a small first step.
2) Some of us may have pension
funds or an insurance policy which
investigation will show to be invested in
General Electric. Others may have ac-

L

counts in banks who are major General
Electric shareholders.

3) Ourdoctors make decisions about
buying expensive medical equipment,
some of which is made by General
Electric

4) A vital part in any of these actions
is to notify the corporations involved
about the reason for the choice.

SNl
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(Photo by Sara Shields)

Protest becomes el

Betty Peterson

The drums of war began beating last
August, faintly and far away at first, and
barely heard amid the rumble of tanks at
Kahnawake and Kanetsatake. But as the
Universal Soldiers massed together in
the Gulf, the flags and cheering crowds
emerged once more, and momentum
began to build.

What can any woman do to speak
out, to protest, to make a witness, to call
for another way than war? Mount a vigil
in a public place and face the crowds.

The Voice of Women took up the
cause andrallied round, not the flag, but
round the banner saying *Peace in the
Gulf. Miracles do happen.” Others
joined, mostly women, and we soon
turned from protest to public education.
An ingenious VOW production line
sprang into action, from researcher,
writer and printer to numbers of secret
photocopiers in the recesses of august
conservative institutions, and hand-
outs miraculously emerged at the daily
rallies.

After January 15, the leaflets were
changed weekly with new facts, figures
and calls for action. “Hot off the press!
What CNN doesn’t tell you!” Some
passersby eagerly sought them, one
asking for back copies to send to a CNN
friend in the Middle East! A few re-
coiled as if from a disease. Careful,
folks, peace might be catching!

Supporters made a special effort to
join us on Christmas Day, bringing
children, edible goodies and hot coffee!
“Peace on Earth,” and what a peace
lesson for kids! We tumned the nerve-
wracking deadline of January 15th into
a high celebration of Martin Luther
King’s birthday, honoring his practice
of nonviolent direct action.

But the miracle didn’t happen; the
artificial deadline soon led to an aerial
war. The daily emotional see-saw con-
tinued with grownup war toys in action
over Iraq for all to see, prime-time and
in living colour. Nauseous dread turned
to mounting suspense over the Russian

The
television
war

Donna Smyth ¥

In 1986, GE bought the RCA
Corporation, the largest TV manu-
facturer in the U. S. and owner of
the NBC radio and TV networks. In
this one move, GE fused informa-
tion and entertainment, high tech
communications and a built-in
audience, with a right-wing politi-
cal and military agenda.

All that was missing was a
war—the proper kind of war.

The crisis in the Gulf couldn't
have come at a better time. As the
Cold War was ending, defence
spending in the U.S. was ina slump.
And, as it tumed out, it couldn't
have come in a better package. A
high tech war fought in prime time
somewhere in the Middle East, not
threatening the American home-
land. An enemy easily demonized.
Little visible blood and gore. Much
glitz and glitter and “gee whizzing”
at the weapons systems display.

NBC even boasted that it would
have the cutting edge of coverage:
mini-cameras attached to the war-
heads of the warheads of the mis-
siles designed by GE.

compromise. Failed. Ceasefire. Failed.
Ground war, the ultimate failure, be-
came a “Glorious victory.”

Through it all, we vigiled — snow,
sleet, rain. Banners were buffeted by
high winds and we were buffeted by
hecklers and worse. “Tell it to that
madman, Hussein.” “Nuke 'em all. It’s
all they understand!” “I LIKE war.”
“Youtraitors, youshould be ashamedof |
yourselves!” Yes, and we got the finger,
pointed up like a gun. Who could miss
the connection? But the catcalls were
not all from men.

It was not always easy to smile into
oncoming eyes, sometimes hostile or
averted. One came to anticipate the
ramrod strides, the scornful looks from
a distance, and to save one’s energy.
Hardest to take were the pitying looks at
the ‘Bleeding Hearts.” “Wake up, use
your heads, face the facts, you silly
ninnies!” And we wanted to say, “OK,
Buster, you face the facts, read our
hand-outs, if you dare!” But with diffi-
culty we smiled, shrugged and faced the
next on-comer. An actual scuffle broke
out between two men, one belligerent,
the other protective of the vigil.

But, truth to tell (surprisingly), the
majority of passersby reached out their
hands as the days went on, began to
smile in greeting, and said “Right on.”
“I don't agree with you but I admire
your courage and fortitude.” Most
moving vignette: a mother signing the
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BRANDS MADE BY ARMS MAKERS
SMOKE DETECTORS

General Electric (Home Sentry)
Honeywell
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AUTO PARTS AND SUPPLIES

Allied Signal (Fram)

GTE (Sylvania Sealed-Beam Headlights
Tenneco (Speedy Muffler)

BATTERIES
General Electric

RECORDING EQUIPMENT
(AUDIO & VIDEO)
General Electric

IBM

COMPUTERS
AT&T

IST'I‘ (Qume)

perry
Hewlett-Packard
IBM
Texas Instruments

KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Generat Electric (Hotpoint)

Raytheon (Amana, Caloric, Modern Maic
Litton

GARDEN EQUIPMENT

Tenneco (Case mowers & Tractors)
Textron (Homelite mowers, Trimmers
Chainsaws)

POWER TOOLS &HARDWARE SUPPI
Dupont (Tedlar Adhesives)
Sears Craftsman Power Tools

\Eme,tson Electric (Skilsaw)
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educatlon during 82-day vigil
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petition while a clear little voice at her
knee piped up, “Mommy, what's a
war?” And the military wife drawing
aside, “I believe in what you’re doing,
but I have to be loyal to my husband in
the Gulf,” or “Thank you for your ef-
forts, but I'm not allowed to talk with
you people.”

Older women responded to grey
hair, and we commiserated over past
wars and this one. Another said, “My
husband was a POW in a Japanese
prison and I say “Gas 'em all.” Memo-
ries run deep. A young Kurd supported
our peace efforts, though he told us that
5000 Kurds were gassed by Hussein
only an hour from his home in Iraq in
1988. Changing faces, changing reac-
tions, day after day.

Months passed. Though one
struggled alone from the car each day
with awkward bundles of petitions and
pens, emergency string, huge banners,
hand-outs and placards to respond to the
news of the day, weariness was tempo-
rary.
Wonderful friends joined the vigil,
exchanging news and views, raising
morale and strengthening each other
during grey and grim times. There were
always helping hands at hour’s end to
load things for the next day. Most frus-
trating were the many parking tickets
from only a few minutes over time.
Looney time in more ways than one.
But we maintained our sanity and con-

ou can do
yort peace’
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ALTERNATIVES
Radio Shack (Archer)
Sunbeam (Centurion)

ALTERNATIVES

Champion (sparkplugs)

Midas Mufflers

Canadian Tire house
brands

ALTERNATIVES
Duracell
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viction and affirmation.

Media were sympathetic and cov-
ered us well, locally, regionally, and
nationally. As usual, hours of inter-
views resulted in fleeting replays and
only scanty quotes. As news of the vigil
and rallies spread, phone calls of en-
couragement flooded in with news of
kindred vigils in Bridgewater,
Wolfville, Antigonish and rallies in
New Glasgow and Church Point as well
as peace fasts in Port Hawkesbury,
organized by women, bless "em!

Our most powerful exposure from
months on the street was the mingling
with the poor, the homeless, the beg-
gars, personified in smiling Louise who
falls between the cracks in our society.
“I can't read,” said a few others return-
ing our leaflets. What a criminal waste
of money on warin the face of suchneed
in the world. Famine, refugees, Toma-
hawk Missiles... Why do we tolerate
this?

The steadfastmess of the vigil was
punctuated by weekly rallies, withrage-
ins, speakers, the Secret Furies, candle-
light vigils, protests at the US Embassy,
calls for uncensored news coverage at
CBC and the Chronically Horrid, aTrial
of the Tory Party and the witness
against Blacks, Natives and Arabs.

Open mikes were held beneath old
Churchill’s scowl], where people vented
their feelings for the first time. And
those times of camaraderie in the Ca-
sino, singing and cheering and laugh-
ing. Thousands were protesting all over
the world. Was anyone listening? Cer-
tainly not the leaders who were deaf-
ened by their own rhetoric. Meanwhile
there was the yawning abyss of war.

(Photo by Beverly Rach)

Too late came the cease-fire, after
the incineration of nearly 100,000 flee-
ing soldiers. Will we ever be allowed to
know the human cost, let alone the
environmental and financial? When
will we ever learn? And, yes, grieving,
yet relieved, we ended our vigil.

Eighty-two days to stand up and be
counted. Was it worth it? Yes! 5000
petition names, 20,000 leaflets, un-
counted Haligonians seeing, reading,
hearing “Peace is the way" in the most
militarized city in Canada.

More important, women came to
realize their power. They know that war
is an extension of violence against
women and against society. As has
been said, *“The clamour for war in the
Persian Gulf rings with the counterfeit
courage of middle-aged mendiscussing
abortion.” We know that there are other
ways of solving conflict. We know we
are all held hostage to outmoded think-
ing and knee-jerk reactions.

Once again we are left to pick up the
pieces from children’s play and men's
destruction and bind up the wounds as
always. Are we ready to put those
pieces together in a new way so they
spell PEACE and JUSTICE? Refuse to
pay war taxes; prevent profits from
arms and use arms only for hugging;
outlaw war toys; work for peace educa-
tion in homes and in schools; extend
women's values and process; and sup-
port each other.

The struggle goes on... for a New
World Community. We can make it if
we try, sisters. Miracles do happen!

(Photo by Sara Shieids)

Peace Centre
now open in Halifax

Joanne Wright

The peace centre is now open. We're at 2164 Gottingen
Street, and our hours are 1:00-4:00 pm, Tuesday to Saturday
and 1:00-7:00 pm on Thursday.

The peace centre is a community based, non-profit re-
source and support facility for local peace organizations
and all individuals concerned with peace. Our goals are to:

1. Help facilitate and coordinate local peace initiatives
with much-needed office space and personnel, and up to
date information on organizations and events.

2. Provide a space to hold meetings, and

3. Service the need of the general public for information
and support with a growing resource library, events calen-
dar, workshops and discussion groups, a children's area, a
place to relax and talk (with coffee!) and opportunity to
become involved.

The issues which deny us the real and lasting peace for
which the world’s citizens so hunger are as vital and imme-
diate as ever. They are also diverse, far-reaching, compli-

cated and overwhelming, and begin in our own communi-
ties with the attitudes and awareness of each and every
individual. The peace centre has been established to help
maintain a public focus on the relevant peace-related issues
and to serve as a catalyst for understanding and action with
respect to these issues.

Our resource area includes sections on war toys and co-
operative play, violence against women, peace taxes and
Conscience Canada (research centre and trust fund for war
tax resisters), nuclear vessels in our harbour, women’s
peace organizations, militarization, and so on.

It is only through the collective effort of all human
beings as equals that peace shall ever berealized. The Peace
Centre has come into being entirely through a wonderful
collaboration of committed individuals and volunteer con-
tributions of time, resources, equipment, supplies and
money. We invite everyone to come and see what we have
to offer, and perhaps what you have to offer as well, to the
process of building peace.

Take action against war profiteering

Donna Smyth ¥

VOW members have beenresearch-
ing the weapons industry for several
years and, more recently, have been
investigating the ways the arms trade
has contributed to the Gulf war.

General Electric makes your
lightbulbs, fridge, stove, freezer, micro-
wave, washing machine, dishwasher,
and clothesdryer. The brand names are
familiar: “GE” and “Hotpoint™.

GE has been around for years. The
company boasts that it “pioneered sell-
ing whole ways of life"”.

It is also the third largest Pentagon
contractor. During the 1980’s, selling

major source of profit.

We endorse the boycott of General
Electric initiated by the InFact Organi-
zation and now underway in 40 coun-
tries. InFact began the successful Nestle
boycottin 1977 to prevent the thousands
of infant deaths resulting from aggres-
sive marketing of infant formula in the
Third World.

A consumer boycott is the citizen
equivalent of sanctions. As has been
shown in the U. §,, it can have a real
impact. It raises public consciousness
about the economic generators of war. It
sends a message {0 our own govem-
ment: We do not want this kind of high-
tech mal-development in Canada. The

boycott is a small but powerful refusal
to be co-opted into the war mentality
and“effort.” If we want to, we can still
say NO!

So why single out GE?

General Electric is the supreme ex-
ample of a successful weapons manu-
facturer with tremendous political clout
in the U. S. There’s a branch plant head
office in Canada and we’ve all bought
GE consumer products. In Canada too,
GE exerts political influence. Its direc-
tors sit on the Business Council on
National Issues and the Conference
Board. GE was one of the big corporate
promoters of Free Trade.

General Electric makes all or part of

many weapons that were used in the

Gulf War. Examples are:

Tomahawk Cruise Missile

F-111 Fighter Aircraft

A-6 Intruder Attack Aircraft

and all FA04 fighter engines.

F-14 and F-16 Fighter Aircraft

F-18 and CF 18 Fighter Aircraft
General Electric makes a host of

avionics and military data systems as

well as a vastrange of weapons systems

and radars. It has been involved in

developing the “Stealth” technology

which allows aircraft to evade radar

detection.

(* Repriinted from Voice of Women

Newletter)

whole ways of death became GE’s
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All white individuals
in society are racist

Jill Davey

*“All white individuals in our soci-
ety areracists. Evenif whites are totally
free from all conscious racial preju-
dices, they remain racists, for they

receive benefits distributed by a white
racist society through its institutions.
Our institutional and cultural processes
are arranged to automatically benefit
whites, just because they are white. It is
essential for whites to recognize that
they receive most of these benefits
automatically, unconsciously and un-
intentionally.” Education and Racism,
National Education Association.

These words are difficult to read.
We, as progressive women, like to be-
lieve that we are beyond racism. We
know that it’s “wrong,” and we hope
that we have graduated to another level
of understanding. When I think of a
racist, images of white men with pot-
bellies and crew cuts waving confeder-
ate flags come to mind — certainly not
me — Or my community.

What is racism? The US Commis-
sion on Civil Rights defines it as: *“*Any
attitude, action or institutional struc-
ture which subordinates a person or
group because of their color...Racism
is not just a matter of attitudes; actions
and institutional structures can also be
a form of racism.”

Racism is inherent in our culture.
As whites, our first reaction is usually
one of guilt, anger, helplessness or
sadness. The realization that we are
racists immobilizes us 10 do anything
about it. But we must do something
about it... for our society, our culture
and for ourselves.

At the AWMAC (Association of
Women's Music & Culture) Confer-
ence last June, we began to take the first
steps toward addressing this issue. We
scheduled a three-hour workshop on
Unleamning Racism for Friday mom-
ing. This workshop was the only
AWMAC event scheduled during

those three hours to encourage maxi-
mum participation. It was designed as
an introductory workshop to give us a
good base from which to build in years
to come.

The workshop was divided into two
sessions. The first session was led by
two women of colour from Indiana
University: Fran Raines, a Native
American/Japanese woman who su-
pervises student teachers in the Latino
Project and the Indian Summer Volun-
teers’ Program at the IU School of
Education, and Georgia Burgenio, a
Chicana woman from the Department
of Minority Affairs. This session began
by focusing on language, the subtle and
blatantracism in phrases we use every-
day. Phrases like “black sheep”, “In-
dian giver”, “Black humour™, help us
understand the depth of racism within
our society.

We then broke into small, mixed-
racial groups where we worked on a
more personal level, aided by two exer-
cises designed to help us pinpointracist
teachings in our own background.

These groups were very successful
and prepared us for the second half of
the workshop.

In the second session, Mary Cross,
a black woman from the University of
Oklahoma, and Lynne Gelzer, a white
woman from Washington, D.C., both
experienced in working with Road-
work and Sisterfire on Unleamning
Racism, scparated us into groups of
white women and women of colour.
We again broke into small groups and
continued the discussions begun in the
first session.

The separation by race helped
women to feel safe in expressing their
anger, frustrations, uncertainties and
fear. These discussions brought many
of us to a deeper personal understand-
ing of the problem and empowered us
to believe we could do something about
it.

PHYSICAL THREATS
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This workshop was only a begin-
ning of a much longer process. We
were not able to focus specifically on
AWMAC or the industry, but it is our
intention to get more concrete in future
workshops.

The process of unlearning racism is
a long one, both societally and person-
ally. Itis our commitment in AWMAC
to make this work a priority within the
organization and the industry.

We encourage you to continue this
work in your community. It is some of
the most valuable work you will ever
do.

To find experienced facilitators in
your area we suggest contacting your
local college oruniversity Sociology or
Minority Studies departments. If they
don’t have someone on staff, chances
are they will know of someone who
does this work.

We are also in the process of com-
piling a list of people involved in un-
learning racism and of resources avail-
able. If you have any suggestions
please send them to us at the address
listed below.

We invite your input, comments
and concerns. Please write to the
AWMAC Newsletter, 2124 Kittredge
St. #104, Berkeley, CA 94704.

Good luck in your work of unlearmn
ing racism. It's a process in which you
have nothing to lose, and everything to
gain.
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anadian lesbian voices
echoed in collection

Book Review on Lesbians in Canada,
by Sharon Dale Stone, Between the
Lines, Toronto, 1990

I thoroughly enjoyed reading Les-
bians in Canada, edited by Sharon Dale
Stone. The book offers a diverse col-
lection of lesbian experiences and is-
sues. The articles are divided into three
sections, beginning with experiences
of lesbians such as mothers, teachers or
disabled. The second section describes
specific issues lesbians face in a
*“lesbophobic™ society, and the third
section discusses how different lesbi-
ans have organized to support lesbian
culture and lifestyle. The writing style
is not heavily theoretical, but instead
offers personal accounts based on
interviews conducted and collaborated
by a writer.

In reading this book specifically
about Lesbian Canadians, I realized
that there is limited information avail-
able on this topic. The lack of readily-

present material contributes to the
continued oppression and silencing of
lesbians. This silencing was prevalent
in the low number of survey partici-
pants who represented different types
of lesbians in the various articles.
The common theme in the book was
how lesbians are discriminated against.
For example: Girls growing upreceive
either little information or negative
comments about lesbianism. As was
humourously described in the “Lesbi-
ans and Aging” article by Jeanette
Auger, lesbians who are growing older
are looked down upon as devalued
spinsters. The second section discusses
how people’s reality to history are
dominated by heterosexism, and this
(generally) negates lesbian rights for
employment, parental custody and
legal rights. “Mind Drifting Islands”
compared the similarities of the exile of
Sappho amd the Acadian deportation
in terms of losing one’s culture, com-
munity connections, values, and self-

Women’s Employment Outreach

Free employment counselling
services for women

5639 Spring Garden Rd, 3rd Floor, Halifax, NS
For more information, phone 422-8023

identification. The continued lack of
full human rights for lesbians keeps our
culture underground, and exiled.

The third section offers example of
how lesbians are organizing for each
other. Carmen Paquette of Ottawa talks
about how lesbians have been invisible
to the feminist movement because of
the many issues and limited time and
energy both lesbian and straight femi-
nists can expend. Paquette also states
that lesbophobia prevents some
women from recognizing that lesbian
issues are pertinent to advance
wonien’s equality and choice, and that
lesbophobia is also internalized by les-
bians. From my experience in organiz-
ing for IWD in Halifax, lesbianism and
lesbian issues often fall last on the
issues to be actively addressed.

The book is limited both by its size
and its lack of representation of certain
groups. In the introduction, the editor
states that volumes would have to be
collaborated in order to portray the
diversity of lesbians in Canada ade-
quately. The book attempts to cover
different minorities and classes but the
predominate participation is white,
middle class lesbians. I would have
preferred to have information about
lesbians involved in sports, non-tradi-
tional work and religion, as well as
further information about western
Canadians, different multicultural and
ethnic groups. Overall, I applaud the
beginnings that this collection has
made in breaking new ground, and I
look forward to potential sequels and
volumes.
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Lesbian art show sparks comment

Yhani M and Miriam

(Editor's Note: Lori Meserve's
coming-out graduation art show was
shown at Anna Leonowens Galley One
from April 8-13. This show received a
number of bomb threats throughout the
week it was on display. Ironically,
these threats only served to increase
awareness of the show and to demon-
strate the comtinuing discrimination
against lesbians.

Lori invited the women's commu-
nity to paint, draw, write on the walls
on the Sunday before the show began.
The walls became lesbian voices —
voices that had been silenced, provid-
ing an extension of graffiti in a context
taken more seriously.)

In October 1990, Lori Meserve, a
graduating senior of the Nova Scotia
College of Art and Design, responded
to heterosexist bigotry coming from
Joe Antunes of Joe's Cafe in Vancou-
ver through a performance piece at the
Anna Leonowens Gallery in Halifax.

Meserve had reconstructed
Josephine's, a cafe similar to that of
Joe's, complete with tables, waiters,
and, like Joe's, many lesbian patrons.
An article from The Globe and Mail,
detailing the events at Joe’s where two
lesbians were evicted from his cafe for
kissing, was enlarged and distributed
to passersby, including patrons of a
neighbouring “het™ bar. Reactions,
ranging from stares to verbal assaults,
were videotaped from within
Josephine’s. The article was also dis-
played in the window of the mock cafe
where comments were encouraged
through a microphone.

“Feeling enraged by the increase of
discrimination against lesbians, I felt
compelled to react to the incident at
Joc's cafe by exaggerating the hypoc-
risy which allows heterosexuals to be
affectionate in public while the same
culture incriminates homosexuals for
showing harmless loving affection in
discrimination against lesbians, I felt
compelled to react to the incident at
Joe’s cafe by exaggerating the hypoc-
risy which allows heterosexuals to be
affectionate in public while the same
culture incriminates homosexuals for
showing harmless loving affection in
public.”

Performance has provided Meserve
with a venue allowing her to express
her politics through her art. “In a time
of social, political, and economic un-
rest, many people view sexual politics

as frivolous,” says Meserve. “I believe
that all global problems are connected
and that we can't ignore one to repair
the other. In my art, I am attempting to
deconstruct such hierarchal notions.”

Lori Meserve was back at the Anna
Leonowens Gallery April 8 - 13, 1991
with more fun and insight into hetero-
sexual culture. The piece was entitled
on the other hand and was born from
the personal perspective of a lesbian in
a non-accepting, ungratuitous, heter-
osexually- and heterosexistly-domi-
nated world.

on the other hand took a complex
look at the infrastructure comprising
the heterosexual myopic society.
“Through education, the media, and
other like institutions, heterosexual
culture breeds thoughts and attitudes of
intolerance of difference. While the
white male legal system incarcerates
lesbians and prohibits them from
guardianship of their children and their
lovers, police brutality against homo-
sexual activists accelerates. Television
producers attempting to include homo-
sexuality in their programming have
come face-to-face with public disap-
proval wherein shows have been cen-
sored due to the controversy.

“In this installation, I am mocking
the dominant culture’s anthropological
arrogance; through inversion, I locate

heterosexuality as the observed .

‘other’,” says Meserve.
As we entered the gallery we found
ourselves walking through what
seemed to be a retrospective of mu-
seum archives, filled with relics of
heterosexual culture. Displays such as
Meserve's preservation of the family
unit set the flavour of this installafion
where it portrayed in aridiculous fash-
ion the way in which a paranoid hetero-
sexual culture attempts to preserve
heterosexual coupling, families, and
parenting. Here, the characters from
the Simpson’s cartoon, in doll form,
were suspended in a iar of formalde-
where it portrayed in aridiculous fash-
ion the way in which a paranoid hetero-
sexual culture attempts to preserve
heterosexual coupling, families, and
parenting. Here, the characters from
the Simpson's cartoon, in doll form,
were suspended in a jar of formalde-
hyde. The caption reads “most politi-
cally correct family of the 90s.”
Suspended in the center of the gal-
lery were a couple of blow-up sex dolls
engaging in the ancient form of hetero-
sexual intercourse. Here, Meserve took
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from a dictionary the definitions of
“sex,” “doll,” and “inflate.” Their jux-
taposition was a further indication of
Meserve's wry humour. Text accom-
panying most of the displays helped
form a deconstruction of the ever-so-
popular heterosexual culture that had
forced itself upon the world and insidi-
ously created asociety that had deemed
itself “right, white, conveniently
wealthy, heterosexual, and correct.” It
would seem that no one else, espe-
cially, of course, lesbians, had ever
existed.

This is not a far-fetched perception.
It is an unfortunate fact that our world
is run and destroyed by such bigotries
asheterosexism along with many other
forms of racism inherent in the world
cially, of course, lesbians, had ever
existed.

This is not a far-fetched perception.
It is an unfortunate fact that our world
is run and destroyed by such bigotries
asheterosexism along with many other
forms of racism inherent in the world

today. It is often too easy for non--

lesbians to keep us in a place of com-
plete invisibility.

Meserve has asked her audience
why and for how long people will
continue to comply with the whitewash

of patriarchally-defined rules and
regulations of the het culture.

Stanchions and roping found
around displays in museums were also
present in Meserve's installation. She
replaced the cabled roping with blue
clothesline wiring from which she had
hung a ‘whitewash’ of underwear and
linen. In her performance, Meserve
tied back the wash by placing lavender
arm bands on the clothing. “Metaphori-
cally, I am talking about how radical
lesbians constantly put themselves on
the line to advocate change by chal-
lenging hypocrisies and destructive
attitudes of the status-quo.”

For the heterosexuals viewing this
piece, Lori Meserve had no apologies,
butorovided a mirror in which the pain
lesbians constantly put themselves on
the line to advocate change by chal-
lenging hypocrisies and destructive
attitudes of the status-quo.”

For the heterosexuals viewing this
piece, Lori Meserve had no apologies,
but provided a mirror in which the pain
and harm inflicted on lesbians, whether
intentional or not, must be examined. If
offended, one must examine the rea-
sons why, and look again at the inten-
tion of this installation, so eloquently
entitled on the other hand. Perhaps, as
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Lori Meserve has done through her art,
one day theideology of the heterosexist
monoculture will only remain in muse-
ums for the study of archaic cultures.

In the front window was a projec-
tion of two lesbians. The fact that these
lesbians didn't “come out” (become
visible) until dark signifies our visibil-
ity — we feel safer “out” at night in
alternative spaces provided for us. The
window provided the public with an
entrance to the lesbian world, an oppor-
tunity to see lesbians as they see them-
selves.

We're on the line: bashed, raped,
and suffering from discrimination
daily, due to a lack of acceptance and
our invisibilty. Lori’s show was well
attended. with over 1.000 visitors.
tunity to see lesbians as they see them-
selves.

We're on the line: bashed, raped,
and suffering from discrimination
daily, due to a lack of acceptance and
our invisibilty. Lori’s show was well
attended, with over 1,000 visitors.
Ironically, many of them were drawnin
by the bomb -threats, which made
people aware of the show and discrimi-
nation against lesbians and their pres-
ence. They are now unable to deny our
existence and our voice.
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Sandee Thompson

the Atlantic Balloon fiesta.

of their organizations’ goals.

being used in safe play.

War “toys”

September is a busy time for members of the Sussﬁx, New Brunswick
community. Notonly does school begin, butit’s also the month the town hosts

As hot air balloons float across the countryside (weather permitting) local
merchants set up displays and booths to sell their wares and inform the public

What was the armed forces trying to sell with their “free ride” sign beside
their tanks? As children clambered all over them and pretended to be shooting
“the enemy” with the display guns made available to them, I had to wonder

what the purpose of their display was. .. to entertain children or show war toys

Photo by Sue Pitman

Maintenance enforcement
a step in reducing poverty

Myrna Carlson

For women in Nova Scotia, as else-
where in the world, poverty has in-
creasingly become a political issue.
More and more people have gradually
become aware that to be a woman with
children, and without a man, is to be
poor.

This social reality should come as
no surprise, considering the devaluing
of women'’s traditional work, the cleri-
cal and service sector job

alone.

The reality for a woman with chil-
dren after the end of a marriage is that
she will be forced to apply for child
support payments from her former
husband. This is a requirement for re-
ceiving social assistance. Even if the
woman has a paid job, it is unlikely she
will earn enough to support herself and
her children adequately. Unfortu-
nately, itis also highly unlikely she will

Often, women must go back to court
each time there is a default. This some-
times means legal costs and always
means frustration for women.

In one woman’s case, she left her
abusive mate whom she suspected of
sexually abusing her children. At first
the court ordered a payment of $25 per
month from the man. After three sepa-
rate appeals, the maintenance was
raised to $500 per month (for two chil-
dren). At this point, the

ghettos which entrap
women, and the continu-
ing myths which encour-
age young women to de-

While maintenance enforcement is not
the solution to ending women's poverty,
it is one small step toward relieving

woman went back to
work and off social as-
sistance. The mainte-
nance was paid for two

pend on men. ¢ i months. When the
While women’s pov- the financial burden... cheque did not arrive the
erty is acomplex problem third month, the woman

which will require no less than a revo-
lution, social activists can begin to
make small changes. Maintenance
enforcement has become one area
where change is possible. Women in
Metro Halifax have begun to develop
strategies to effect this change.

Nowhere does the notion of “men
taking care of women and children”
become more obviously ludicrous than
when court-ordered child support pay-
ments from fathers to their children are
examined. Canadian studies have
shown that default of such payments
may be as high as 85 per cent at any
given time. Cormrespondingly, about
half of all single mothers in Nova Sco-
tia live below the poverty line.

While maintenance enforcement is
not the solution to ending women'’s
poverty, it is one small step toward
relieving the financial burden some
women carry when they raise children

Starhawk energizes women
with witchcraft, spirituality

Penelope Hutchison

More than 250 faces whisked by as
women danced in a spiral through the
hall of the North Street Church. Hands
clasped together, their voices rising
above the drone of the traffic outside,
their bodies moved to the beat of a
Middle Eastern drum played by
Starhawk, a well-known leader in the
women's spirituality movement. The
women sang to each other of the power
of the earth and of their own rebirth,
and the walls around themreverberated
with the energy they built. Through all
the dancing and chanting, a young boy
slept soundly in the center of the room,
not an inch of his body stirring while
the women sang to the Goddess. His
sleeping body was a little bit of the
magic happening that day, striking a
chord in the hearts and minds of every
woman there.

Women came from all over Nova
Scotia to listen to the words and share
in the wisdom that Starhawk had to
offer them. Packed into the small hall,
the women gathered closely together,
and a hush fell over the crowd as
Starhawk began to speak. She told the
women of a Goddess who is our first
mother, whois alive in every woman as
the women are alive in her. Starhawk
spoke of women's spirituality as a
world view of the earth as being alive,
aview whose origins come from native
traditions. She spoke of power, a power

that comes from within ourselves,
rather than a power of domination over
others.

Starhawk’s interest in women'’s
spirituality and wicca began when she
was 16 years old. She has been practis-
ing witchcraft for more than 20 years.
For her, the goddess tradition is about
empowerment, about each of us taking
on a personal responsibility to shape
the world into a more positive image.
Her goal is to educate people about
what the word “witch” means, that it is
someone who is a healer, a shaper. The
word comes from the Anglo-Saxon
root that means to bend or shape, she
says.

“The stereotypes about devil wor-
ship and black magic are part of a
propaganda campaign that was waged
by the churches in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries to try to con-
vince people that any kind of power
that didn’t come from the church was
suspect,” she says.

According to Starhawk, the god-
dess tradition was never destroyed but
went underground when fear about
women’s power arose during the
witchburnings. Women are now begin-
ning to regain the power that they lost
through the onset of the industrial revo-
lution, and goddess-centred spiritual-
ity groups are cropping up all over the
world, she says. It’s a tradition that
values women and women's eroticism,

that sees human beings and the earth as
sacred.

“We can no longer say it’s all right
to pollute the harbour,” she says. “It’s
like saying it's okay to dump radioac-
tive material into my veins. The earth’s
body becomes our body. We must feel
about the earth as we feel about our-
selves.”

It’s a radical act to talk about the
earth as a living being and to name it as
sacred, she says. By doing so, human
beings are forced to redetermine their
values and the four elements of the
world, earth, air, fire and water, be-
come the standards on how we live in
the world.

For the women sitting snugly to-
gether on the floor of the North Street
Church, Starhawk’s words hit home,
especially after many of us had spent
the last few weeks watching coverage

of the war on television. She helped us*

to remember that we are not powerless
and that we each need to take responsi-
bility for what is happening to the earth.
She helped us to touch the magic
deeply embedded in all of us, to change
our consciousnesses at will. While our
daily lives may still be surrounded by
people who fear the “w" word—witch
—or fearofthe “f”’ word—feminist, we
know that there is a powerful woman
speaking out and calling down the
Goddess, and we know that in all of us
there is a goddess waiting to be let out.

receive child support payments on a
regular basis, even if a court has or-
dered the children’s father to pay.

In an attempt to address women's
concerns about maintenance enforce-
ment, the Social Action Committee of
Bryony House formed a sub-commit-
tee to develop strategies on the issue.
The group is made up of women who
have experienced problems getting
their maintenance orders enforced,
women who have worked in transition
houses, and women who have an inter-
est in women’s issues generally and in
making positive social changes around
the issue of maintenance enforcement,
specifically.

Louise MacPherson chairs this sub-
committee. She says that in doing re-
search on this subject and through talk-
ing with women, she has become aware
of many examples of how the system
fails. Men have quit their jobs to avoid
having their wages gamisheed. Men
have left the province, or claimed an
inability to pay, yet still demanded
visitation privileges with children.

registered the default with the enforce-
ment officer at Family Court. She was
told to wait 30 days. She then found out
her former husband had left the prov-
ince without a forwarding address.

Two years, and many debts and
frustrations later, the enforcement of-
fice traced the man’s whereabouts.
This does not mean the woman has
received any of the money owed to her,
but she now has the right to begin court
proceedingsin the province where he is
living. However she will once again
have to confront an abusive man, in a
judicial system which has not benefit-
ted her in the past.

This is butone example of women’s
struggles around the issue of mainte-
nance enforcement. If you are a woman
who is cumrently facing this type of
struggle, or a woman who wants to get
involved in social action, you can con-
tact the Social Action Committee
through Bryony House (423-7183) or
by telephoning Rusty Neal (Chair of
the Social Action Comrmittee) at 454-
9636.

4th
Lesbian
Conference

GROWING
TOGETHER

September 27, 28, 29
Halifax, N.S.

for information:
Conference
1653 Walnut Street
Halifax, N.S.

or call (902) 492-3822
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Female judges fight sexist system

v

Carol McLeod

Sexism on the bench is still a prob-
lem in Canada, despite the fact that
since1984 fifteen percent of new feder-
ally-appointed judges and 24 percent
of all judges promoted have been
women.

“That’s largely due to the fact that
many male judges are either insensitive
to women’s issues or are unaware of the
realities women face in society,” says
Christie Jefferson, Executive Director
of the Women's Legal Education and
Action Fund (LEAF). The only differ-
ence between now and 50 years ago is
that when sexism on the bench raises its
head today, women lawyers are therein
droves to clobber it.

Certainly they've had their share of
cranium-clubbing recently, as one
male judge after another has handed
downdecisions ormadecomments that
feminists view as inflamatory.

In Quebec, Judge Denys Dionne
was suspended for four months after
women's groups protested his com-
ment that “Rules, like women, they are
meant to be violated.”

In other incidents:

*A judicial council investigation was
ordered after Northwest Territories
Judge Michel Bourassa said rapes in
the north differ from those in the restof
the country because most occur when
the woman is drunk and has passed out.
*“The man comes along, sees a pair of
hips and helps himself,” Bourassa re-
portedly said.

eManitoba Judge Ken Peters was
cleared by a judicial council of conduct
unbecoming a member of the bench for
saying “‘sometimes a slap in the face” is
all a woman needs, and “might not be
such unreasonable force after all”
Peters made the comment in fining a
man $300 for striking his wife.

«In British Columbia, both the Court of
Appeal and the Supreme Court have
come under fire by feminist groups for
blaming a women for her sexual ex-
ploitation by a doctor who supplied her
with prescription drugs.

Amid the protests against sexist
behaviour in the judiciary, there is at
least one voice speaking out in defense
of male judges. According to Frederic-
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ton criminal lawyer Daniel Watters,
judges are being caught in what he calls
“the backlash of the feminist move-
ment—a movement that is causing
over-reaction against males and male
rights. Men are being emasculated by
feminism and are increasingly afraid to
speak out...”

Recently, however, Supreme Court
Justice Bertha Wilson said some as-
pects of Canadian law are so biased in
favor of men, they are “little short of
ludicrous.” Ironically, her attempts to
bring a feminist perspective to the law
have drawn criticism from a Canadian
women's organization.
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After Wilson made the comment,
the right-wing group R.E.AL. (an
acronym for Realistic, Equal, Active
for Life) Women complained to the
Canadian Judicial Council that Wilson
is biased in favor of feminism. The
council concluded, however, that there
were no grounds for a complaint and
that an investigation of Wilson was
unwarranted.

Since then, the council has an-
nounced plans to include issues of
gender bias in seminars for judges. In
Ottawa, the Canadian Judicial Centre
has developed a 30-minute video deal-
ing with rape, spousal assault and cus-

on the benih does it

es

tody matters, and has also drawn up a
program dealing with the importance
of using gender neutral language in the
courtroom.

“In the heat of the moment, a judge
might say something that isn’t meant
the way it comes out,” says David
Marshall, Director of the Centre and a
member of the Supreme Court of the
Northwest Territories. “We hope no
judges have areal bias, and we encour-
age them to examine their own values
in these matters.”

LEAF spokesperson Christie Jef-
ferson says the fact that both male and
female judges are participating in the

LooKsS

Art
Gallery

Mount Saint Vincent University

ON EXHIBIT
3 May to 2 June

Downstairs:

Upstairs:

31 May to 3 September

Black Cultural Centre, Wesfphal

AFRICVILLE: A SPIRIT THAT LIVES ON
Organized by the MSVU Art Gallery in collaboration
with the Africville Genealogy Society, the Black
Cultural Centre and the National Film Board

For further information, call the gallery at 443-4450

AHF TSORES — SUCH PROBLEMS
Suzanne Funnell, Halifax

Here we go round the prickly pear...
Carvings by Randy Engelberg, Halifax

FAIR TO NE
e

program is good news.

All of society’s problems might not
be resolved if only women sat as
judges. Jefferson notes there is a per-
ception in some quarters that women
judges often come from upper or
middle-class backgrounds and are
sometimes out of touch with the prob-
lems less privileged women encounter.

“Generally, though, the experience
we at LEAF have had of women on the
bench is increased sensitivity to the
realities women face in society. As
more women are appointed to the
bench, the position of women will be
enhanced.”

DEVERIC

Development Education
Resource & Information Centre

drop in for
audio/visual

OXFAM-Canada/DEVERIC
3115 Veith Street

Halitax, NS B3K 3G9
454-4874
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The Banner
Project

Several Nova Scotia women's groups made banners to be sent to Ottawa for
an October demonstration on Parliament Hill. The date coincided with the 20th
anniversary of the Royal Commission on the Status of Women and the third
Commonwealth meeting of Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women.

Banners from across the country, all with the theme of *“Speaking the Truth
about Women's Lives,” were then joined together to form one large banner,
which organizers hoped would be large enough to encircle the parliament
buildings.

“The purpose of the banners and the demonstration is to deliver a strong and
united message to our politicians that cutting funding to women's groups and
neglecting women's needs and concems, such as child care and poverty, are
unacceptable 1o women, and that it is time the government took us, and our
issues, seriously,” said Stella Lord, the Nova Scotia coordinator of the project.

“While the Canadian government portrays itself internationally as being
‘progressive’ on women'’s issues, for a comparatively rich country like Canada
our record is not that great when you compare it, for instance, to some of the
Scandinavian countries,” she said.

Shown on this page are some of the Nova Scotian groups participating in this
project and their representatives.

Antigonish Women's Resource Centre (Lucille Harper)

Second Story Women's Centre, Bridgewater (Debbie Trask)

Canadian Congress for Learn-
ing Opportunities for Women
(CCLOW) (Linda Roberts, Iona
Crawley)

Canadian Research Institute for
the Advancement of Women
(CRIAW) (Barbara Cottrell, Stella
Lord)

Nova Scotia Federation of
Labour Women’s Commitiee
(Paulette Sadoway)

Women’s Committee, Halifax-
Dartmouth District Labour Council
(Carol Woodhall, Paulette
Sadoway)

Canadian Auto Workers, Local
1990, Women's Committee (Dawn
Thornhill)

Women’s Employment Out-
reach (Ruth Gamberg, Dian Gra-
ham)

Women’s Action Coalition
(Mildred Miller, Carolyn Wallace)

Pandora;-June 1991, -Rage16'¢ -

Photos by Debbie Mathers on September 24, 1990,
at the Nova Scotia Public Archives.
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Agnes Macphail, a pioneering politician

Dawn Leavitt

When the federal House of Com-
mons convened in 1921, members of
Parliament greeted one newly-elected
colleague with jeers and ridicule.
Why? Agnes Macphail, representing
the United Farmers of Ontario, had just
taken her seat as the first woman
Member of Parliament in Canadian
history.

From the first, it was a challenge.
Quoted in E. Blanche Morcross’s book
“Pioneers Every One,” Macphail
remembered: “I was intensely un-
happy. Some members resented my
intrusion, others jeered at me, while a
very few were genuinely glad to see a
woman in the House. Most of the mem-
bers made me painfully conscious of
my sex...”

Despite the difficulties, Macphail
stuck it out, drawing on the toughness
of character learned from her mother to
prove herself.

Agnes Macphail spent her early
childhood on a farm, growing up with
two sisters. From an early age, she
enjoyed the lively talk of politics when
friends called on her parents and was
often found listening to the men instead
of off in the kitchen with the women.
Farmers talked of their problems, and
the young girl listened, learning much
that would prove useful in later years.

At first Macphail wanted to be a
teacher, and she decided early that mar-
riage would interfere with her plans. At
that time female teachers had to quit
when they married, so she decided to
stay single. She felt a woman could not
be independent and be a wife, and even
at 16 she valued independence above
all else. :

After getting her teacher’s certifi-
cate, Macphail taught for a time, but
was soon drawn into politics. As arural
school teacher, she could join the
United Farmers of Ontario, and in 1921
she was chosen as the South-East Grey
candidate. Bucking pressure from
party members who thought a woman
couldn’t do the job, she won the elec-
tion of 1821.

Although hurt by the cold reception
of fellow MPs, Macphail threw herself
into constituency work, doing so well

that she was to run undefeated until
1940. After the United Farmers Or-
ganization collapsed, she sat as an in-
dependent for several years, aligned
with a group called the Progressives. In
spite of offers of a cabinet post from
Prime Minister MacKenzie King, she
refused to join the Liberals, preferring
the freedom outside a party.

Parliament was considered no place
for a woman, and men argued that the
“gentler nature” of women predis-
posed them to be “angels of the home.”
To that, Macphail replied: “I want for
myself what I want for other women,
absolute equality. After that is secured,
then men and women can take tumns at
being angels.”

Her interests in women’s rights led
to involvement in many causes, though
her first loyalty was to her farm con-
stituents. Macphail supported the
peace movement (made up mostly of
women) and the fight for Quebec
women to gain the vote, as well as
social welfare and prison reforms.

In the 25 years after Macphail's
election, only four other women made
it to the House of Commons. As one of
very few women MPs, she felt a special
responsibility to Canadian women. In
1925, Macphail went to Glace Bay, NS
to examine conditions during a strike.
She attacked the govemment’s “ne-
glect of humanity” and spoke espe-
cially of the impact on women.

“I could not help but be struck by
the tragedy of womankind in thatplace.
Their youth is brief. Some young
women are hotly resentful... but for the
most part, especially if they have many
children, their attitude is subdued and
apathetic.”

In addition to her other interests,
Agnes Macphail supported peace ef-
forts, sometimes drawing disapproval
for her uncompromising pacificism.
She opposed the traditional portrayal
of war in school texts, with its emphasis
on the glory of patriotism and victory.
She also spoke out against cadet train-
ing of school boys, a commeon practice
of the times.

Macphail worked hard for constitu-
ents who returned her efforts loyally,
supporting her until the election of
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For more information, call 422-8142
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1940. With war fever running high, her
pacifist stance cost enough votes to
lose the election. Up until then she had
campaigned vigorously, but the defeat
and failing health slowed her down.

Even so, Macphail returned to poli-
tics in 1948, this time as a provincial
candidate for the Ontario Legislature.
She became one of the first two women
to be elected, but three years later lost
once again.

Although taken for granted by most
Canadians today, such reforms had to

be won, and Agnes Macphail was a
front-line campaigner for social bene-
fits such as unemployment insurance,
family allowances, and pensions for
the blind, the disabled, and the elderly.
In 1953, the Prime Minister prom-
ised a Senate appointment would be
forthcoming in the following spring.
By that time it no longer mattered. In
February Agnes Macphail died of a
heart attack. She was 63 years old.
When the young Agnes opted for a
careerinstead of marriage, she couldn’t

have known how great her contribution
would be. When she died, the prisoners
she fought for acknowledged that con-
tribution: In a paper published by in-
mates of the Kingston Penitentiary,
Macphail’s struggle for prison reform
was remembered: “Conditions today in
Canadian penitentiaries are far better
than they were in the 1930s when
Agnes Macphail set foot within the
North Gate. The changes wrought
within these cold grey walls were her
handiwork; to her must go our tribute.”
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The plight of African widows

Hannah Edemikpong

As women live longer than men
(from 2 to 4 years in developing, and
from 8 to 10 years in developed coun-
tries,) then the majority of senior citi-
zens are at one and the same time
women and widows. The situation of
widows, particularly in Africa, is one
kind of oppression that has, over a long
time, been taken from granted; the
studies into the situation of widows
have been very scarce and marginal.

The fate of widows varies from
society to society. Among the Yako
tribe in Cameroun Republic, a widow
has no claim to her husband’s property
and also no right to remain in her
husband’s compound after the funeral
rites of her deceased husband have
been completed. Among the Yako a
wife is never accepted as a member of
the husband’s family; she remains for-
ever a member of her own family.

The story is very much the same
among the Ibos of Nigeria. The woman
is sent packing if she objects to the
husband’s kin taking care of his prop-
erty. Occasionally, in a polygamous
family, the widow is married to the
husband’s first son by another woman.

It is not only this deprivation of
their husbands’ property that is appall-
ing and distressing, but also the unnec-
essary confinement and oppression
widows are subjected to after their
husbands’ death.

In many societies the widow is re-
stricted to her late husband's com-
pound during the traditional mourning
period, and she is made to sleep on a

mat on the floor. She is not allowed to
take a bath or comb her hair during the
period. If the husband is a titled Chief,
the daughters of the husband’s clan,
called “Umuada”, may confine the
widow for upwards of 21 days during
which she is not allowed to be seen,
wash or change clothes. At the end of
the mouming period the widow scrapes
her hair, washes, and puts on a sack-
cloth (which is always a black attire)
for one year.

Although this confinement is no
longer acceptable to educated women,
when and where they object, they are
often accused of being responsible for
their husband’s death. Therefore, in
their bid to exonerate themselves from
such societal accusation, many widows
still allow themselves to be subjected to
the rigors of this tradition.

How can a widow who has been
dispossessed of her husband’s proper-
ties and land start a new life? What
happens to the children of a widow
whose husband’s kin have misman-
aged and squandered the husband’s
wealth, and nothing is left for the chil-
dren? What fate befalls widows who
have been dependent all their lives and
valued primarily as homemakers?

Indeed, among the problems they
face are poverty, loneliness, feelings of
inadequacy as individuals, insvffi-
ciency of income and lack of health
care. At times they are depressed, and
their depression is mistaken for senil-
ity. Their children are often malnour-
ished and succumb easily to episodes
of diarrheal diseases and respiratory

illness, two of the leading causes of
mortality in early childhood in African

We of this Women's Centre cannot
stay aloof to watch these women op-
pressed with their children. We believe
that women must have the opportunity
to have a say in matters that affect their
lives and the lives of their children,
which can be brought about to a large
extent through education.

This has prompted us to launch an
educational campaign by radio, televi-
sion, newspaper and literature distribu-
tion for ending all traditional practices
that endanger the lives of our women.
With little funds we are providing di-
rect services to these widows and eld-
erly women.

Unfortunately, we are meeting a
fraction of the need that exists, because
of the escalating cost of running these
services and lack of support. We there-
fore earnestly appeal to you to join us in
our effort by your donation. We shall
accept donations by personal cheques,
bankdraft or International Money Or-
der in any currency, and these should
be sent by registered mail.

We shall also accept material gifts
such as used clothing materials and
books, but such packages should be
inscribed “Charity Donation/Not for
Sale.”

Please don’t enclose cheques in
packages containing material gifts.
Donations, gifts or inquiries should be
addressed to: Mrs. Hannah
Edemikpong, Box 185, Eket, Akwa
Iborn State, Nigeria, W. Africa
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Single moms have always been oppressed

The following is an excerpt from
Brenda Thompson’s revised and
expanded Survival Guide to Single
Mothers which will be published soon
by the Dalhousie Public Interest Re-
search Group (Dal PIRG).

Brenda Thompson

At the turn of the 19th century, the
vast majority of single mothers were
widows. Death, war, illness, harsh liv-
ing and working conditions took the
lives of many people. When husbands
and fathers died, the mothers and chil-
dren were often left in poverty. Before
divorce laws loosened up, many men
simply abandoned their wives and chil-
dren. Unwed mothers were charged for
having children out of wedlock. Many

unwed mothers were forced to give up
their children for adoption or commit
infanticide (the wilful death of an in-
fant shortly after its birth) because they
were afraid and felt they had no other
choices.

During the last 250 years, there
have not been many ways for a single
mother to support herself and her chil-
dren here in Nova Scotia. The govern-
ment of Nova Scotia, then as now, did
not look upon women in poverty with
sympathy. They blamed a woman’s
“morals” or “poor judgement” for the
situation she found herself in. The
woman who was a widow was often
considered more “deserving” than
other poor women.

What choices were available for

single mothers before the so-called
“modern™ state of welfare evolved?
Some mothers were forced to become
prostitutes on a part-time basis. In
1860, the number of prostitutes in
Halifax was estimated to be between
600-1000. Some mothers had to sell
themselves and their children as a
source of unpaid labour. The mother
was sold to one buyer, the children to
another, and they became known as
“the poor for a year.” They could put
their children into orphanages or send
them to either the poorhouse or the
workhouse. Poorhouses and work-
houses were large institutional build-
ings where people lived and worked.
The living and working conditions
were extremely harsh.

Carrie Melsom

I survived the horrors of my February blues by concen-
trating on March and the upcoming IWD celebrations.
Thanks to every woman who worked, planned, and organ-
ized such great events. Friday, March 8, | headed down o
Bloomfield School and entered a gym full of women. 1
loved it. What a great feeling to be part of all that energy
and excitement. The music, humour and commentary were

aif THAC

1991 .W.D. March

Saturday I ventured out to a water-logged Commons.
We were a chilled-but-hardy bunch that set outon a march
along some of Halifax's busiest streets. The drums and the
Furies set the tone, but things really picked up when we
took to the sireet. Chanting and singing, screaming and
yelling, chatting and discussing issues, we were almost
able to forget the cold. The march ended at the Grand
Parade with speeches, some of which are included in this
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Eventually government policy-
makers decided it was best to try to
keep families together and they de-
cided to try to give aid to families in-
stead of splitting up the family in a
poorhouse or selling the children. Two
poor relief organizations were set up.
One was the St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety, founded in 1853, and the other was
the Association for Improving the Con-
dition of the Poor (AICP), established
in 1866 in Halifax. The Association for
improving the Conditions of the Poor
(AICP), which originated in the United
States and later came to Nova Scotia,
had a policy of not helping blacks and
natives. I suspect this policy was con-
tinued in Nova Scotia. If you are a non-
white single mom, you probably were
not included in the poor laws until the
mid-20th century. Chances are your
ancestors survived because of strong
family supports.

At first only, widows were given
financial assistance, as they were con-
sidered the most deserving of poor
women. They received money for
doing traditional work such as scrub-
bing, cleaning and needlework. Today
this is called a “workfare” program.
Then, as now, the women received
barely enough to live on. Women who
had a history of prostitution did not
qualify for assistance under the poli-
cies of the AICP since they were con-
sidered to be “unfit.” Eventually, wives
of prisoners were given aid. Unwed
mothers were denied aid and were sent
to “homes” for unwed mothers.

The Home of the Guardian Angel
was founded in Halifax in 1887. Most
of the women who went there gave up
their children for adoption. If a mother
did decide to keep the child, she could
be charged under the criminal law for
having an illegitimate child. Unwed
mothers could go to the poorhouse
where they would give birth to their
babies. The children would live as
inmates and were made to work as soon
as they were old enough. This contin-
ued into the 1920s and 1930s.

In 1930, a new assistance program
(Mother’s Allowance) was set up, and
again it was only available to widows.
It wasn'tuntil 1958 that financial assis-
tance was extended to cover aban-
doned or divorced mothers. Unwed
mothers were still not given any assis-
tance. In 1966, the Federal Govern-
ment developed a cost-sharing agree-
ment with the provinces for financial

excellent. issue of Pandora. It was a weekend worth waiting for. assistance for people living in poverty,
known as the Canada Assistance Pro-
. -432
alifox, N.S. 1 453-4320 SERVICE FOR
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VIDEO
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next door to Wormwood’s Theatre,

Downstairs, 2015 Gottingen Street

423-5095

gram (CAP). This program required
provinces to provide people on assis-
tance with a basic minimum standard
of living.

It was not until 1971, just 20 years
ago, that the Province of Nova Scotia
passed legislation which gave unwed
mothers financial assistance. No
longer did they have to face the bleak
choice of giving up their child for adop-
tion, or starving while trying to raise
the child. Since that time, most unwed
mothers have been keeping their chil-
dren and raising them themselves. This
has caused some couples, politicians,
and church leaders to claim there are no
longer any children available for adop-
tion.

In 1983, the Social Services Minis-
ter introduced Bill 61 which “cut”
unwed mothers under 19 years of age
from assistance. This was supposed to
discourage young girls from having
sex. It was also a way of forcing young
mothers to give up their children. In
1988, after five years of protest from
single mothers' groups and activists
who pointed out that this Bill violated
the Charter of Human Rights and Free-
doms, Bill 61 was amended to give teen
mothers easier access to Family Bene-
fits.

Single mothers are among the fast-
est-growing family unit in Canada. We
are growing at a faster rate than two-
parent families. In Canada, since 1986,
we have increased by 24% while two-
parent families have increased by less
than 4%. Nova Scotia has the third
highest rate of single parent families in
Canada — 13.2% of all families=The
Vanier Institute of the Family has re-
ported that since 1980 there are 477.7
divorces for every 1,000 weddings.
This means that most women in Can-
ada will spend at least some part of their
lives as a single mather. And most
likely she and her children will live in
poverty.

The poverty is not her own fault, but
the fault of old beliefs, fears and atti-
tudes about women who are independ-
ent. Although the number of single
parent families is growing at a faster
rate than two-parent families, we are in
poverty much more than they are. Why
is this so? It is because we don’t have a
second income or even the male in-
come. It is also because we cannot
afford the costs of daycare for our chil-
dren (even in the rare occasion when it
is available) so that we can enter the
workforce. The fathers of our children
often don’t pay their court-ordered
child support after they have left or
have been removed from the relation-
ship, and the provincial and federal
governments do not force them to pay.
Women are paid much lower wages
than men and are not awarded promo-
tions as often. There are not as many
well-paid jobs for women as there are
for men. All of these conditions and
others contribute to the poverty of
single mothers and their children.

The most important thing for us to
remember is that single mother fami-
lies are not “broken homes.” We donot
have to be a traditional nuclear family
(mummy, daddy and 1.x children) to
“work.” There are many other types of
families than the nuclear family (which
always sounds like it’s about to blow
up anyway!)

We have been, and continue to be,
strong. Our children are growing up in
an atmosphere of independence. They
are no different than millions of other
Canadian children. So be proud. We
continue to create history! Increasingly
we will create history by and for our-
selves, and together with all the other
groups that have systematically been
put down. Be proud!
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Compiled by Jocelyne Marchand

Sojourner’s Truth
Lee Maracle

Urban settings, inter-racial issues
and traditional Native cultural values
are the focus of these stories told with a
freshness, humour and urgency that
transforms Native oratory into written
word.

Press Gang Publishers, $10.95 pb

AN MZINCAL LIVES Dolin 2

EMILY STOWE

MARY BEACOUK FRYER

Emily Stowe: Doctor and Suffragist
Mary Beacock Fryer

Emily Stowe was a pioneer in two
fields: as a woman doctor, and as a cru-
sader for women’srights. Althoughob-
taining political power was more im-
portant for her that expanding medical
knowledge, her role as adoctor was the
cause that launched her into the
struggle for women's rights.

Dundurn Press, $17.95 he

33}
XH‘

Rapid Transits and Other Stories
Holley Rubinsky

A brilliant first book from a writer
already in the top ranks. The title story
ofthe collection is the inaugural winner
of the $10,000 Journey Writing Prize.
Rubinshy's characters are gritty and
uncompromisingly intense and com-
plex.

Polestar Press, $12.95 pb

Canadian Book Information Centre

tells us

Bobbi Lee

Bobbi Lee: Indian Rebel
Lee Maracle

“A tough autobiography of an In-
dian woman’s life from the mud flats of
Second Narrows Bridge, Vancouver,
to the Toronto of the sixties and seven-
ties. Lee Maracle gives us an important
sense of the tough terrain of struggle
toward political consciousness which
all oppressed peoples undertake. This
is a hopeful work for recovering the
possibilities of envisioning a world
where we are not beaten down every
day.” —Dionne Brand

Women's Press, $12.95 pb

Proper Deafinitions
Betsy Warland

Thesereflective texts are centred on
writing and its relation to memory,
imagination, and the senses. Warland
challenges linguistic conventions and
celebrates lesbian identity as a source
of creativity and erotic power. Ad-
dressing such topics as incest, racism
and her relationship to the English
language, the author explores what has
shaped her as a feminist, a lesbian and
a language-focused writer.

Press Gang Publishers, $11.95 pb

Feminism: From Pressure to Politics
edited by Angela Miles and Geraldine
Finn

An expanded edition of Feminism
in Canada, this anthology by leading
feminists, deals with fundamental
questions of theory and practice, the
relation between the world of academia
and the world of activism, and the
development of feminist theory.

Black Rose Books, $19.95 pb;
$39.95 he

Professional Selling: A Woman’s
Guide
Carol Vipperman
This book is valuable for women
who want to succeed in the field of
professional sales. It sheds light on
problems that are frequently encoun-
tered by women in this non-traditional
field and shows how to turn them into
successes. A direct, concise resource
book for the modern businesswoman.
Self-Counsel Press, $9.95 pb

Changing Heaven
Jane Urquhart
An intriguing, beautifully rendered
novel which weaves together two par-
allel stories. Urquhart once again leads
us through a swirling pastiche of inter-
woven realities where the real and the
imagined are artfully blended. Her lit-
erary landscape includes such charac-
ters as the ghost of Emily Bronte and
crosses three historical eras.
McClelland & Stewart, $24.95 hc

Telling It: Women and Language
Across Cultures
edited The Telling It Book Collective

Inspired by the 1988 conference of
the same name, this unique compila-
tion addresses issues of racism, cultural
appropriation and homophobia. The
conference was intended as a forum for
women writers from marginalized
communities to acknowledge differ-
ences and to celebrate their work. This
book is a thought-provoking blend of
dialogue, reflective commentary and
creative writing.

Press Gang Publishers, $14.95 pb

Women, Aids and Activism
The Act UP/NY Women & Aids Book
Group

Finally a comprehensive and pro-
gressive book about women in the Aids
epidemic. With informative discussion
of safer sex and sexuality, HIV testing,
treatment and drug trials, public policy,
and activism, this book in the only
thorough and up-to-date analysis of the
AIDS issues for women. Includes a
Canadian resource list of organiza-
tions.

Between the Lines, $15.95 pb;
$35.95 he

about new book releases

PATRICIA MORLEY

Margaret Laurence: The Long
Journey Home
Patricia Morley

A critical and biographical study of
the life and writing of this eminent
Canadian novelist. Morley considers
Laurence’s twelve books, revealing
the close links between her African-
based work and the bétter known
Manawaka fiction set in Canada.

She examines Laurence’s singular
genius and the forces that affected her
background.

McGill-Queen’s University Press,
$14.95 pb

For
those
who
love
our

L Robin Vernon, a Halifax artist.

420-0688.

Wbumm S'murs’ g

book pages!

The Canadian Book Information Centre has a new catalogue,
Women’s Studies, Books by, for and about Canadian Women.

This catalogue provides the most comprehensive and detailed
listing of Canadian books of interest to women. It was prepared by
the Atlantic office of the CBIC and was designed and printed in Hal-
ifax. The cover features, “Laughing Women,” a work by Terri

The catalogue includes 118 titles from 38 Canadian publishers
from coast to coast. All are members of the Association of Canadian
Publishers. The listings are fully annotated with full illustrations of
the books. The following subjects are included: biography, her-
story, labour, literature, politics, reference, sexual politics and so-
ciology. This catalogue will be of interest to librarians, educators,
and feminists and anyone interested in women’s issues or currently
enrolled in a Women’s Studies program.

Copies are available from the Canadian Book Information
Centre, 1741 Barrington Street, Halifax, N.S. B3J 2A4 or call (902)

A il =
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Notices/Calendar

PLEASE NOTE: We think the calen-
dar and notices are important parts of
Pandora. We like 1o think it helps keep
women across the network informed
about what is happening in the commu-
nity. But it is a LOT OF WORK to try
to keep tabs on everything that is going
on, so ... PLEASE won’t you call and
let us know the dates of important
events? Call or write Pandora (454-
4977; PO Box 1209 North, Hfx. B3K
5H4).

CLASSIFIED

*Want to go to Michigan and/or
Provincetown? We are organizing a
Maritime women's convoy to the
Michigan Women's Music Festival and
to Provincetownin August 1991.If you
want to go to either or both places, drop
us a note, to *Michigan”, c/o Pandora.
Let us know stuff like who, how many,
do you need camping gear, have some
to share, do you have a vehicle, need a
ride, etc.

*Two women need a quiet, non-smok-
ing, gay-positive place to live in Hal-
ifax, reasonable distance from
NSCAD. Needed for Sept. 1. Contact
295 Stewart St., Apt. #4, Peterborough,
Ont. K9J 3N2

« Are you a lesbian who has used donor
insemination or self insemination for
conception? If so, a lesbian/feminist
doctoral student wants to interview you
and your partner or co-parent for a
study on issues that lesbians see as
important in making this particular
reproductive choice. Strict confidence.
Write DI Research Project, Box 342,
2255B Queen St. East, Toronto M4E
1G3 (416) 691-5149

«Elizabeth Fry Society requests your
assistance in promoting Halifax as the
site for new Atlantic federal correc-
tional facility for women. Write Dept.
of Solicitor General, Minister of Jus-
tice, and/or Minister Responsible for
the Status of Women. Contact E. Fry
Society for more info: Suite 320, 1657
Barrington, Hfx. B3J 2A1 (902) 420-
1069

el am a survivor of childhood sexual
abuse looking forothers survivors who
are interested in working together
through the Courage to Heal Work-
book. Contact Carrie c/o Pandora Box
1209, North Stn, Halifax, NS B3K 5H4

EMPLOYMENT
INFORMATION

Women’s Employment Outreach
offers free employment counselling
services to women, including work-
shops on resume writing, interview
skills, and the hidden job market, and
individual counselling on improving
women'’s chances of getting better jobs
through upgrading and skill training. 4-
part pre-employment workshops for
women start the first Tues. of every
month, 9:30-11:30. Call 422-8023.

RESOURCES

«Telling Our Stories Our Way: A guide
to good Canadian materials for women
learning to read, published by
CCLOW. $10 for CCLOW members
and community-based literacy pro-
grams; $20 for non-members and insti-
tutions. Write CCLOW, 47 Main St.,
Toronto M4E 2V6 (Add 10% postage,
7% GST)

*A Women's Clinical Resource Centre
to help in the rehabilitation of women
addicted to alcohol or other drugs has
materials on health, sexuality, life and
vocational skills, and parenting tech-

niques, and also publishes a quarterly
newsletter and a list of the centre’s new
acquisitions. Drop by the Centre, or
write NS Commission on Drug De-
pendency, Women's Clinical Re-
source Centre, 6 Flr, Lord Nelson Bldg,
5675 Spring Garden Rd., Hfx. B3J 1H1
«From We to Just Me (book reviewed
in January issue Pandora) is available
by writing Kristapher Ryan, PO Box
52057, Winnipeg, MB R2M 5P9

EVENTS & GROUPS

*Support Groups at SSAV Centre:
Adult Survivors of Childhood Sex-
ual Abuse—Drop-in night (May 28,
7—10); Self-Help Support Group
every Tuesday, 7:30—9:30 pm, Every
Sunday, 3—5pm; Parents of Sexually
Abused Children Drop-in June 26,
7—10pm)

+A Support Group for HIV+ Women
meets the fourth Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. at #206-5224 Blowers
St., Halifax. Call Johneen at 425-4882
*The Health Action Coalition has
received a grant from Health & Wel-
fare Canada to support the “Health
Action Project” which is committed to
helping Nova Scotians take control
over their own health and the health of
their community. Contact Fiona Chin-
Yee at 466-6095 or Marjorie Willison
477-6102 for more info.

*The Feminist Therapists’ Support
Group meets every 2nd Wed. of the
month in Hfx. For more info contact
Judy at 4254514

*The Social Action Committee of
Bryony House will be holding
monthly meetings the first Mon. of
each month. All interested women are
invited to attend. Call Rusty Neal 454-
9636.

Wednesdays at 10 am Women’s
Group. North Branch Library.
Make your mornings your time tocome
to the North Branch Library for two
hours of friendly conversation and in-
formal discussions of local and global
interest. The Women's Group will dis-
cuss such issues as North End bus serv-
ice and health topics such as asthma, as
well as enjoying visitors from other
countries. All women are welcome.
The coffee and tea is always on.
Service for Sexual Assault Victims
offers a parent support program for
parents of sexually-abused children.
The program includes Support Groups,
monthly drop-in nights, emotional
support, accompaniment during court
hearings, info and advocacy. Phone
Helen Crant 455-4240 Also 24 Hour
Confidential crisis line—425-0122
«The Women’s Action Coalition of
Nova Scotia invites any interested
women to join the new Council or to
assist in small tasks, helping W.A.C. to
present a unified lobby voice and
connect women'’s groups across the
province. Contact P.O. Box 9436 Stn
A., Hfx, NS, B3K 583.

*Monthly drop-in for Adult Survivors
of Childhood Sexual Assault. Last
Tue. of eachmonth, 7-10 pm. This is an
open evening for survivors who may
want to connect with other survivors,
obtain resources, or just drop in for
coffee. 6450 Young St, Hfx. 455-4240.
*Concerned about the portrayal of
women in the media? Get involved
with Mediawatch and be part of a
national network of women working
for change. Mediawatch N.S. meets the
last Sun. of every month at 7:30 pm at
the Public Archives of N.S. in Hfx..
Phone Heather MacLeod, 422-3524.
*You are invited to the book-ordering

committee meetings at Red Herring
Co-op Books, Hfx. to advise and sug-
gest book titles in areas of feminist
theory, gays and lesbians, ecology and
spirituality. Phone 422-5087.

*Third Place Transition House is
open in Truro. P.O. Box 1681, Truro
B2N 5Z5 (902) 893-3232.

*Voice of Women Nova Scotia is
looking for more women to become
involved in the peace movement and to
work on the co-ordinating committee,
the newsletter, distribution of press
releases, and administration. Phone
Marion Kerans, 425-3573.

*The Transition House Association
holds regular weekly support groups
for abused women in Charlottetown,
Montague and Summerside, P.E.I. For
info 892-0895. Collect calls accepted.
sListen to the Dinner Party Sound-
track (women’s music in a feminist
context) on CKDU 97.5 FM at 8 pm
Sundays.

Listen to Women’s Time (news and
interviews about women's issues) on
CKDU 97.5 FM, Thursdays at 5:45
during the Evening Affair. Community
women's groups wanting to announce
their events, call 424-6469. Women’s
Time needs volunteers to help out with
programming. Call Jennifer at 424-
6479, or drop in to the station at
Dalhousie University Student Union
Building. You don’t have to be ast-
dent.

Spinsters on Air broadcasts on Sat.
from noon to 2:30 pm on CKDU 97.5
FM.

«Lupus strikes approximately 50,000
Canadians, and 90% are women. Lu-
pus Canada provides initial informa-
tion services, and referral to the closest
provincial lupus organization, on their
now toll-free line 1-800-661-1468

PHONE LINES

«Lavender Connection, an informa-
tion line for women about events,
marches, dances, groups, workshops,
etc. will be accepting calls for listing
events. Will be on line as of June 1.
Leave amessage and they'l1 get back to
you—454-5465.

Literacy Information Line hasatoll-
free number you can call between 8:30
a.m.—4:30 pm to get information on
programs available to help you im-
prove your reading, writing and math
skills. 1-424-7544, :
*Transition House Association of
Charlottetown, P.E.I. announces that
crisis line services at Anderson House
are now available toll-free. Women
may obtain information and support by
dialing 1-892-0960 toll-free.
sFredericton Rape Crisis Centre
provides information on action, infor-
mation and prevention. Call the crisis
line at (506) 454-0437, or their busi-
ness line (506) 454-0460. You can also
write them at P.O. Box 174, Frederic-
ton, N.B. E3B 4Y9

«Service for Sexual Assault Victims,
24-hour crisis line: 425-0122. Emo-
tional support, referrals, information.
*N.S. Advisory Council on the Status
of Women has a toll-free number
within N.S. 1-424-8662.
<INFORM-AIDS provides informa-
tion, support, and referral services with
regards to AIDS. Open Tues. to Sun. §
pm to 9 pm. Call 1-425-AIDS (toll free
from anywhere in N.S.)

«Victims of Spousal Abuse has a tele-
phone line where you can reach a
friendly voice, anonymously if de-
sired. The volunteers are survivors of
spousal abuse. Call any time, any day.
462-6228.

*The Pictou County Women’s
Centre in New Glasgow, has estab-
lished a Rape Line offering confidenti-
ality, anonymity, information, and peer
counselling for female victims of sex
abuse, incest, and rape. The line is
staffed by volunteers. 752-2233.

*The Abortion Information Referral
Service 422-4123. Sponsored by
CARAL/Halifax.

*GALA (Gay and Lesbian Associa-
tion of Nova Scotia) has an info line on
gay and lesbian events. Call 423-7129

CALL FOR
SUBMISSIONS

«Call for Paper on Women and Aging
for special issue of the journal of Cana-
dian Woman Studies. Write 212
Founders College, York University,
4700 Keele S., Downsview, Ont. M3J
1P3 (416) 736-5356

*Womens’ Marketing at the N.FB.
(1572 Barrington St., Hfx. B3J 1Z6) is
interested in screening print materials
ondating violence. If you have articles,
stats or info, please call or write them.
*Seeking recordings of live perform-
ances of feminist humour for aresearch
project. Please send ordering informa-
tion or titles of available material to
Joanne Gallivan, U.C.CB., Sydney
B1P 6L2

«Contemporary Verse 2 will be pub-
lishing issues on the themes of race and
culture, sexuality and orientation, and
women and autonomy. Write PO Box
3062, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 4E5

*Queer Press, Canada’s only lesbian
and gay publishing firm, is calling for
submissions for its first book—an an-
thology of writings by and about les-
bian and gay survivors of childhood
sexual abuse. Deadline May 31. Write
Q. Press, PO Box 485, Stn. P, Toronto
MS5S 2T1 or phone 416-972-6690 or
416-461-5117

*Women's Press is gathering stories by
women in prison, and ex-inmates, for
inclusion in an anthology entitled
Words from Within. Contact Pinelopi
Gramatikopoulos, c/o The Women’s
Press, 229 College Street, Suite 204,
To., M5T 1R4, or phone (416) 598-
0082.

PUBLICATIONS

» Cassette/CD will be soon available of

Loreena McKennitt's music for The
Goddess Remembered, The Buming
Time and Full Circle. Write Quinlan
Road Prods., Box 933, RR #5, Strat-
ford, Ont. N5A 6S6 to be put on mail-
ing list. She also has three other cas-
settes/CD’s available which can be
ordered through same address.
*Women's Health Clinic has launched
program for women called Catching
Our Breath. The booklet and accompa-
nying Guide covers factors that have
caused women's addiction to tobacco
and combines adult education method-
ology, group process techniques and
issues like body image, weight pre-
occupation and how women deal with
expressing anger and other emotions.
Write 3rd Floor, 419 Graham Ave.,
Winnipeg R3C OM3

*“Worthy of Recovery” booklet ex-
plores the issues that gay/lesbian pa-
tients encounter in treatment and early
recovery from alcoholism (Order
#6764). “Inside the Invisible Minority:
Addressing the Special Issues of Ad-
dicted Patient Who is Gay/Lesbian” is
a pamphlet for counsellors in the field
of alcoholism. $2.50 U.S. each.
Parkside Lodge-Westgate, 4601 Inter-
state 35, North Denton, TX 7620

*2nd and 4th Tues of each month :
Women's Night at Rumours

See a TV Guide for dates and times
of programs being aired in next few
months, including June 11: Black
History, June 12: Stereotyping in
Media, June 25: Studio D’s latest
titles, June 10, 17, 24, July 1: 4-part
series that profiles women who are
caught in the limbo of life in refugee
camps.

May 18—June 1 Bridging the Gaps
P.E]. Creative discussions between
lesbian and heterosexual women at
Council of the Arts. For more info call
Shirley 675-4808 or Salli 892-1491
May 31—June 2 (Also Sept. 20—22,
Oct. 4—6 and Nov. 1—3) Beyond
Survival: Residential Weekend Work-
shop/Retreat—Psychosynthesis and
Healing the Incest Wound. Write
Rosemary Sullivan, Pigeon Hill Bru-
ideen, Peacemaking Centre, St. Ar-
mand, P.Q. JOJ 1TO (514) 248-2524
June 6 7pm Women and Develop-
ment: AnOpen Lecture Series. Presen-
tation and discussion on the film, “The
Global Assembly Line" with M. Patri-
ciaFernandez-Kelly. Rm 234, Arts and
Administration Bldg., Dalhousie
June 8, 9 The Shamic Journey, Power
and Healing: An Experiential Explora-
tion at Cedar Camp, near Sussex, NB
Call 506-433-3151 (See ad this issue)
June 11—15 Ink Drawings by Treena
Biddington, Anna Leonowens Gallery
(Opening June 10, 6 p.m.)

June 14—16 The Reconciliation of
Differences Conference/Workshops,
organized by Jean McComber and
Louise McComber, Ecole de Psyco-
synthese Roberto Assgiolilnc., PB 186
Rosemont Station, Montreal, P.Q.
H1X 3B7 (514) 728-4551

June 15 2pm Gathering at Rumours to
prepare signs and bammers for Gay
Pride March

June 21-23 8th Annual Topshee
Memorial Conference “To Act
Justly...Social Principles and Social
Actions” St. Francis Xavier Univ,,
Antigonish, NS. For info cal1867-2208
June 22 9 pm, Womyn's Dance, St.
Charbel’s Hall, Fredericton, NB. $3.
waged/ $5. unwaged. Cash Bar.

June 30 “Coming out Gala™ and pres-
entation of community awards; part of
Gay Pride Week. Call GALA for info
(423-2292)

August 13—18 16th Womyn's Michi-
gan Music Festival (See Classified).
Saffire: The Uppity Blues Women,
Ferron, Lucie Blue Tremblay, plus
many many others. Write
W.W.T.M.C., Box 22, Wathalla, MI
49458

June 14—16 National Action Com-
mittee on the Status of Women 19th
A.G.M,, at Carleton University in Ot-
tawa (Note that this is a change)

End of June Mohawk/lesbian author
Beth Brant will be doing readings
(sponsored by Canada Council) during
Pride Week. For more info call GALA
office 423-2292

Aug. 30-Sept. 2 First Lesbian Festival
in Canada in Montreal. Call 514-597-
0858 (See article this issue)

Sept. 7,8 The Shamic Journey, Power
and Healing, Cedar Camp, Halifax, NS
(See ad this issue)

Sept. 27, 28, 29 4th Lesbian Confer-
ence “Growing Together”. For info
call 492-3822
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