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PPramount within the struggle to control our 
own bodies is the freedom to express our own · sexu­
Plity . The oppression of women who choose to love 

' other women is mainly rooted in the threat of 
lesbians and gey men to the f~mily institution . 
Thus persistance of government . an~ state in 
denying human rights to homosexuals is synon­
ymous with its y~sted interest in mainte.ining 
f P.milies as via.ble economic uni ts as within R 

cepitelist framework. 

That human sexuality is controlled by the 
s~ate which is in turn defended ·by societal 
values suggests the lack of person~l fre.edom 
and human rights for people who do not fit t .he 
norms of economic effectiveness. 

Cap,italis~ is nurtured by its .striI].gent 
control over i?dividuals, e.s long as this exists, 
gPy liberation, womens's l~beration Pnd clPss 
liberation will never be . realized. 

Newsletter Collective 
August, 1977 
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Dear Sisters, 
. Please send me a year's subscriP­

t1on~ C~ngratulations on beginning 
publication again .. , 

· How about. some signed artidles 
and list of personnel! next time? 

I wish you every success. / 

Dear PRAIRIE WOMAN, 

In solidarity, 
Linda Stowell 

I really enjoyed thls edition--
especially the well articulated com­
mentary on socialism and feminism. 

· Well done. 
Cheers, 
Anne Boulton . / 

/ 

Dear PRAIRIE WOMAN, . 
Thanks for sending me the first 

newsletter. Here is a cheque to 
cover a subscription and a small 
donation. Glad to ~ee you're in 
print again. 

In sisterhood, 
Marj Woloshyn 

,.Htm>~: 
fllN 

. . 
SASl<AiePN , ~Ef{8 

L/8ERA1lQN : 
c4Al.VA ~llLA r.o. 

JO)( ~21 
SAtklr'00N. 

c::r 

Prairie -Woman welcomes 1donations. 
' 

We · ar~ a self~supporting, collecti.ve and depend on o~r subscribe.rs in order to sur;t~ 

(please read 'plea' graphiG) 

If you wish to be on Saskatoon .Women"s Liberation phQne list please in4icate. 
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REPORT FRd>IV\ EIJJR()P[ 
' , 

Southampton and London 
June 11 and June -· 14, 1977 

Dear Sisters: 

HEre's the first report 
from abroad! 

·Six thousand women partic.ip'":'.' 
ated in the International 
Women's Conference held the 
28,29 and 30 of May, 1977 
in Paris. Delegates were from 
~errnany, Austria, Gr~at Britain, 
B'elgium, Holland, .Denmark, Fin­
land, Sweden, Switzerland, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal, Czechoslovakia, 
Greece, Iran, Libya, Algeria, 
Morrocco, Tunisia, United States, 
Canada, Brazil, Argentina, 
Bolivia, Uruguay, Chile, France, 
Cameroon, Zaire, Mali, Ireland, 
Australia. 

The conference was called 
(literally translated) Struggle 
of the Classes of the Women's 
Liberation Movement. It was 
prepared by several meetings 
of feminists in different coun­
tries. "We confronted our 
struggles against our multiple 
oppression and exploitation." 

Workshops were held on the 
following themes: the femin-
ist struggle in the work place; 
trade unions and women's groups; 
the right to employment and coll­
ective bargaining; housework; 
abortion; contraception; sex~ 
uality,heterosexuaiity and 
lesbianism; pregnancy; women 
with children; women'-s centres; 
~ape, violence and "justice"; 
repression; nuclear energy; 
Marxism and feminism; the 
battle b~tw~en ~eminism and 
the mass media; women and 
po.litics. 

Perhaps the most striking 
thing about th~~onference is_ 
the commonality of ,our struggles 
and objectiv_es, despite the diff­
erent conditions under which we 
11ve. The participation 
-0f many union women from most 
of the European countries was 
taken as a sign of the en­
largement of the women's move­
ment and the active part of 
woking women in it. 

"The impact aqd capacity 
for action of the women's 
movement shoWll today renders 
international campaigns poss-
ibre: , 

--against political and 
sexual repression 

-:--against rape and other 
violence done to women 

--for free and easily 
available contraception 
and .abortion 

--for the right to work 
and against super-
exploitation on the job.h 

One of the first international 
campaigns will be for the free-. 
ing of all imprisoned women in 
February, 1978. 

Another conference is being 
held in Parts on the 22 and 23 
of October t~is year to continue 
the work that ~as begun. 

WO:MEN AND TRADE UNIONS (summary) 

Four workshops were held 
covering women in trade unions, 
women's unemployment, and aiher 
aspects of working women. The 
problems are the same every­
where Women have been the first 
to be hit by unemployment during 
this capitalist crisis. In all 
countries they are being· press-

/ 



ured by the bourgeoisie to re­
main in the home. The mass 
media in France is going so far 
as to campaign for the necessity 
of breast-feeding! Many· working 
women have become radicalized 
since the crisis began. More 
have become involved in the 
women's movement. and their 
unionization is increasing fairly 

·. quickly. 
Very aware of the fact that 

unions will not necessarily 
work to solve women's problems, 
the wome~ in the workshop ~alled 
for autonomous women's groups 
within the ·Structures of the 
unions. 

The common themes decided 
upon for next March 8 were 
the further penetration of 
the women's movement into 
the workers' movement--esp-­
ecially an attempt to reach 
the most exploited women 
workers. 

WOMEN WITH CHILDREN(summary) 

When 6,000 women arrived 
at an International Women's 
Conference, they found that 
no daycare had been provided! 
A workshop on the Responsi­
bility for Children grew 
spontaneously out of that 
situation. Women who had 
children pointed out that 
they had again been expected 
to be solely and individually 
responsible for them .and that 
this attitude severely hampers 
their active participation in 
the movement They argued 
that even if s·ome women chose 
not . to have children, the 
group as a whole ~ust take 
responsibility for them in 
women's centres, ' at confer­
ences, in .the comm~nity at 
large. 
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RAPE 

The workshop began with a 
statement .of the fact that 
rape is not a problem that 
can be solved by/ individuals, 
but only in a mass struggle 
with the system. Each del­
egation explained its laws 
on the crime and _problems 
they were encountering. 

Most of the discussion 
was centred on interven­
tion and mobil'ization. 
Concentrating on the legal 
aspects and legal reform / 
has its disadvantages: 

. --it rests !partly on the 
myth .of equal justice 

. for all 
~-in having recourse to 

the law, one limits the 
definition of rape to 
the legal on,e. Other 
forms of violence a­
gainst women may not be 
taken into account. 

In any c·ase, very few women 
ever appeal to the courts 
when they have been victims 
of rape. In Australia women 
struggled long and hard to 
have the law chang'ed so that 
husbands could be charg~d 
with rape. But not one woman 
has ever taken such a case 
to court. . 

Self-defense and mass court 
actions (class action suits 
and women b~ing present en 
masse . . during the proceedings) 
were also discussed. The de­
bate remains open 

In sisterhood, 
Shelly Gordon 

.. 



-Pat MacMillan 
Saskatoon was the site of the fifth 

annual conference of the National Ga::/ 
Rights Coalition (NGRC) from June 2~ 
July 3. The conference ~as ~ exha~sting 
five days of wo~kshops, socials, presenta-

. Th tions and a rousing demonstration. e 
final .culmination was a day-long plenary 
which proposed 'motions of positions and 

·actions for the N.G.R.C. for the next year. 
At the last general meeting, it was 

decided that since we support the aims of 
N.G.R.C. we would 

1

join the organization 
(see box) and send a voting delegate. This 
is considered with the work we .have been 
involved with in close association with the 
Saskatoon Gay Community Cent.re which covers 
a ·wide range of>support activities including 
gay rights demonstrations ,. .lobbying for 
amendments to the human rights legislation 
and formulating an analysis of the oppression 
and struggle of gays. 

At the conference we learned of N.G.R.C 
policy which permits only gay organizations 
a full voting voic.e. We took the liberty 
therefore of naming a Lesbian Caucus of S.W.L 
to allow our participation. The existence of 
such a caucus must still be ratified by the 
general membership and f1lnction and member­
ship of the caucus are to be defined. 

Of great .significance at tne conference 
was the participation of women. Apparently, 
at earlier conferences n~bers of lesbians 
present had been minimal ~nd there was 
discussion of an autotiomous lesbian group. 
Although still greatly outnumbered by men, 
the presence of the women ' was reaffirmation 
to work within NG.R.C. However the structure 
and built-in sexism of N.G.R.C. was 
chall~nged when the lesbian autonomy workshop 
brought to the plenary a motion demanding 
that in future women control of the vote 
and power in N.G.R.C. This motion was passed 
by the conferen~e. Despite the dissatis.fac• 
tion ' that · some expressed about the disQrgan­
ization and disunity of the lesbian workshops 
the motion brought forward must be seen as an 

. important and po.si tive step. The final 'plen 
also passed a motion of support for the 
women's movement and its actions. These two 

. motions together marked .the increasing 
consciousness of lesbians' in N.G.R.C that 
the'ir interests , lay both with the women's 
and gay movement and work within bbth is 
essential. 

The plenary also passed resolutions 
supporting custody rights for lesb~an 
mothers, both in principle and action-.­
co-s.ponsoring a demonstration around 
the issue in Toronto. A resolution · dealing / 

with abortion, calling for free abortion 
on demand was held up on procedural ground~. 
A motion to table for a ·year was passed, 
disallowi.ng further discussion until next 
year's conference. . 

An important debate around the issue of 
wages for housework was raised at the 
conference, a debate S.W.L. would be wis~ 
to -take up. A workshop was conducted by 
Wages Due Lesbians. It was a cause which 
found with support among conference 
participants, and according to adherants, 
one which has also much international inter­
est and has proved an invaluable organiza­
tional rallying theme. Certainly the im-
pact and support of the demand was a surprise 
to S.W.L. which has tended to not take 
wages for housework seriously enough. 

Other resolutions passed at the conference 
dealt with condemnation of Anita Bryant's 
campaign, support for John Damien and the 
job security issue and proposed changes in 
the criminal code which have been used

1 
to 

harass homosexuals. / 
The spiritual high of the conference 

was the gay rights march through the streets 
of Saskatoon on July 1, which ironically also 
happened to be Canada Day. A contingent 
of about 80 lesbians led the total parade of 
about 300 gays and 'supporters, as we 
chartcrad ·ou 
chanted oµr demands. 

Socially the five days were also a huge 
success with activities planned ranging 

~ from a get-acquainted dance, a lesbian 
coffeehouse, a huge dance .with Mother Wit, 
the Regina women's .band and. a wine and 
cheese co'ffeehouse. 

The presence of S.W.L. at the conferenbe 
was important, not only as a learning 
experience for those of us who atten'ded, but 
also because of the input we .were able to 
have at the workshops and plenary. Our future ­
role in N.G.R.C. will ·have. to oe reassessed, 
particularly since next year's confirence 
will be held in Halifax. This should not .·· 
affect our determination to continue to 

.. 

fight for · the rights of lesbians and gays. 



WE WILL BEAR THE CHILDREN 
WE CHOOSE TO BEAR. ' Mani­
festo for free abortion on 
demand. 

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT 
ALL WOMEN OF QUEBEC WHO .WISH 
TO TERMINATE A PREGNANCY MAY 
DO SO FREELY AND WITHOUT 
COST, IN THEIR COMMUNITY, · t N 
THEIR LANGUAGE UNDER GOOD 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS, WITHOUT 
DISCRIMINATION OF CLASS, 
NATIONALITY, RACE OR AGE. 

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT 
ALL QUEBECOIS WOMEN WHO WISH 
TO ABORT MAY DO SO FREELY: 

because the present law 
forbids us to have abortions 
except in exceptional cases 
and on the condition that we 
obtain permission from the 
'Therapeutic Committees', 
those mini-tribunals whose 
role is to prevent us from 
making our own decisions 
about abortion. . 

WE DEMAND FREE ABORTION 
'BECAUSE IT IS OUR RIGHT TO 
REFUSE "UNWANTED PREGNANCIES. 
WE DENOUNCE THE EXISTENCE OF 
THESE COMMITTEES BECAUSE WE 
HAVE HAD ENOUGH: 

of having to line up at 
the doors of the rare hos­
pitals that have 'thera-
peutic committees', begging 
for permission to abort 
legally; of having to prove 
that our heal~h is in dan­
ger, that ' we are too weak, 
too sick, too crazy or too 
poor to have a child. 

of having· to prove one 
by one, alone and isolated, 
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that we are an exception 
and that we merit the 'priv­
ilege' of a therapeutic 
ab9rtion, when in f act we 
are among 10,000 to 25,000 . 
who have abortions in Quebec 
each year. 

of having to struggle 
alone against the hospital 
bureaucracies, f~cing re­
fusals, delays, sermons and 
inquiries; being tre~ted 
like ignorant, irresponsible, 
selfish, easy women, as 
though we were criminals 

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT 
ALL QUEBECOIS WOMEN WHO WISH 
TO TERMINATE A PREGNANCY 

.MAY DO SO WITHOUT COST: 
because we have had enough . 

of a situation where only 
those with money can get 
abortions ~asily 

because we have had enough 
of going into debt for an 
abortion even though we pay 
for medical insurance. 

because we have had enough 
of our money being pocketed 
under the table by agencieg 
and charlatans who profit 
from ,the situation. 

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT 
ALL QUEBECOIS WOMEN WHO WISH 
TO TERMINATE A PREGNANCY 'MAY 
DO SO IN GOOD MEDICAL CONDI­
TIONS: 

~because we have had enough 
of risking hemorrage, infec­
tion, incomplete abortions, 
sterility and even death 
because _ of the present law. ; 

because we refuse to 
accept -that those among us 
whose lives are threr tened 



by an unwanted pregnan~y 
may not get them because 
of partiality, ineffi­
ciency, or simply the ab­
sence of therapeutic comm­
ittees. 

because we no longer 
want those among us ·who 
succe€d in. getting legal 
abortions being uselessly 
cbnfined in hospitals. 
We reject this ·as long as 
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the shortage of beds, per­
sonnel, and competent d9ctors 
is used as an excuse by 
hospital administrations for 
not performing abortions; 
or l 0 miting their numbers. 

because we have had enough 
of being forced to abort at 
lucrative American agencies, 
with all the risks of neg­
ligence that this implies; 
enough of, putting our lives 
in the hands of incompetent 
and unscrupulous charlatans, 
or reduced to aborting our­
selves. 

WE ARE STRUGGLING SO THAT 
ALL QUEBECOIS WOMEN WHO 
WISH TO TERMINATE A PREG­
NANCY MAY DO SO WITHOUT 
DISCRIMINATION OF CLASS, 
RACE OR AGE: 

because we reject that 
those among us with the 
least money, Tesources and 
access to information must 
have abortions at the risk 
of their lives and their 
sanity and must pay more 
dearly than others, or once 
again bring unwanted chil­
dren into the world. 

/ 

WE ARE STRUGGLING .SO 
THAT ALL THOSE QUEBECOIS 
WOMEN WHO WISH TO TEMINATE 
A PREGNANCY MAY DO SO WITH­
OUT NATIONAL DISCRIMINA­
TION: 

because in 1973, for 
example, under the same 
federal law, there were' 
fewer legal abortions per­
formed (proportionate to 
the population) in Quebec, 
than in B.C. and Ontario 

because in 1975, in the 
14 hospitals in Quebec· which 
perform abortions, only 6 
were Francophone and per­
formed only 239 abortions 
out of a total of 5,657 



AS A RESULT OF ·THIS SlT­
UATION WE DEMAND THE QUEBEC .. 
GOVERNMENT: 
1. force the federal gov­
ernment to repeal the Can­
adian abortion law; 
2. establish the necessary 
services so that all women 
can have access to abortion 
on demand, in all regions 
of Quebec; . 
3 immediately make abortion 

' payable through the .Quebec 
. medica~ insurance plan. 

For us the struggle of 
women for free. abortion on 
demand is part of a larger 
struggle against all forms 
of oppression and exploit­
ation ·Which we experience 
daily. We are fighting 
not only against unwanted 
motherhood, but also "Tor 
the right to bring ·all the 
children we wish into the 
world, without being forced 
to abort due to our condition 
of life . or work. 
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WE DEMAND OF THE QUEBEC 
GOVERNMENT THAT IT TAKE 
STE PS TO ASSURE : 
1. the creation of easily 
accessible and community 
controlled clinics which 
dispense free information 
on sexuality, contraception, 
and abortion, all over 
Quebec; 
2. information on sexuality, 
and birth control be dis­
tributed in all schools; 
3. free contraception for 
the entire population. 

Finally that they 1take 
measures to improve the 
condition under which we 
decide to have Children: 
1. paid maternity leaves 
for at least 20 wee~s with­
out loss of seniority or 
benefits; 
2. fr~e · childcare, con~rolled 
by the users, · in the neigh­
borhoods and at the work­
place; 
3. equal pay for work of 
equal value. 

1 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1. Saskatoon Women's Liberation general 

business meeting-August 28th 7:00 p.m.-
713•11 th St. E. 

2. Anyone interested in working with the 
Prairie Woman Collective, please contac 
2°42-5542 for meeting dates. 

3. Gay Community Centre: 
-2 open dances are planned for August 

and August 19-everyone welcome 
-Gay ·Alliance of Youth are organizing a 

discussion meeting on sexuality for ail 
1interested people ·under the age of 20. 
For information call the Centre at 652-
0972. • 

A workshop on women and culture was held dur-

4. Magpie Food Co-Operative 
-monthly meeting for all members-7:00 
August 14 at the Store front-603 Ave D. N 
-Fantasy Meeting-August 7-7:00 at the 
store fron~. Open to all Magpie members 
to discuss philosophies, goals and 
future events. Possibilities . include 
educational trips, a credit union and 
a restaurant. Refreshments available. 

ing the NGRC Conference. 
It was felt by those ~ttending'that a net­
work facilitating the exchan~ of songs, 
poetry, art and music should be se~ up 
to promote women's culture. 
For further information, discussion, ideas 
please contact Sandy D'aoust Box 326,Balgonie 

Sask. 

At the last general meeting ot Saskatoon 
Women's Liberatfonr a motion to join the 
National Gay Rights C.oali tion was passed 

. Due to lack of space in this issue we will 
reprint the programme for change of the 
N.G.R.C. in our next newsletter. 
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The federal New Democratic Party . 
h~ld its ninth biennial convention 
June 30th through July 3 in Winnipeg. 

Professional daycare was provided 
free for children of delegates. The 
Winnipeg West .End Co-op Daycare Centre 

r set up facilities for babies, toddlers 
and older children J.Jld the convention 
covered the cost. Thus parents were 
able to bring their children along at 
no extra expense and leave them in 
professional rhands while they attended 
meetings. 

The convention was a policy conven­
. tion, the first one since 1969. In-
, ·eluded in delegates" kits was a book­
let entitle' "National Prioritiesn. 
This booklet contained a series of 
working papers on energy, taxation 

. l ' minera resources, housing, avicultu:re, 
etc. No women's issues were mentioned. 
Issues of special importance to women 
played a very minor role at the con­
vention. Only two resolutions concern­
ing women made it to the convention 
floor. 

One of these resolutions ,dealt ~ith 
rape, and specifically, the rape vic­
tim's testimony in court. The resolu­
tion aske~ tha\ a rape victim's past 
. se~al conduct _not be admissible as 
eviqence in court. The convention 
passed this resolution. However, this 
re.solution is virtually in effect al­
ready as included in amendments to the 
Criminal Code on Rape which became law 
in June 1976 was a stipulation that 
the rape victim's past sexual conduct 
.was not admissible as evidence in court 
unless it was ~elevant to the case~ 

The second resolution concerned a 
change in the New Democratic Party 
Constitution. It asked that ·one of the 
three People mominated by each pro­
vincial caucus to attend federal policy 
meetings be a woman with women's issues 
as her priority. This resolution re­
quired a two-thirds majority to get 

through, and it also was passed by 
the convention. 

The most interesting story from 
the convention was federal president 
Joyce Nash's decision not to stand 
for re-election. Nash agreed at the 
convention that if the slate committee 
did not choose }:ler to be on "the slate" 
she would· not run at all. "The slate" 
is a i semi-offioial slate of candidates · 
for the federal executive and federal 
council positions. The slate commit­
tee is composed of senior officials from 
labour and provincial caucuses. The 
candidates p~cked by the alate ·commit­
_tee win. The slate committee informed 
Nash t~at their choice for president 
was Alvin Hewitt, president of Saskat-

' . chewan NDP for the past six years. 
Nash did not stand and Hewitt was 
elected president. 

The fede~al women's caucus prepared 
a slate of 10 candidates for the 20 
positions open on federal council. 
Federal council is the governing body 
of the party between conventions. Five 
women were elected from the women's 
slate but only beca~se they were also 
on "the slate". Margaret Fern from 
Saskatoon ~as elected to Federal Coun­
cil . 

Women's issues were not a priority 
at the convention. However, approxi­
mately 300 of the 850 delegates who 
attended the convention were women. 
Yet the maximum attendance at the wo­
men's caucus meetings- was 40 women. 
The women's caucus will have to attract 
more interest and support from dele­
gates at conventions if it is going to 
have more clout. 

Sarah Wilson \ 

/ 



The Newsletter Collective 
distributed copies of the 
first issue of 'Prairie Woman 
and reported that over 200 
copies had been mailed. Comments 
regarding the first issue of the 
·newsletter will be discussed at 
the next general meeting . 

Sue Smee from the political 
positions committee presented 
the paper on abortion. After 
some discussion, the position 
paper was ratified by t he group 
and a surmnary o~ it will be 
included in the next newsletter. 
A draft of the position paper 
on 'Women in the Labour Force 
is being t yped and duplicated 
for discussion at the nex~ meet-
ing. 

Additional members are needed 
for both the Steering Committee 
and the Committee on Political 
Positions. Members are asked 
to consider making this kind 
of commit~ent to the group. 

·The demonstration at 
University Hospital and the 
meeting with hospital rep­
resentatives was discussed. 
Several st.eps regarding further 
action .will be followed up. 

It was decided that Saskatoon 
Women's Liberation would join 
the National Gay Rights Coali­
tion and Maylyn Woo was nomina­
ted as official SWL delegate 
to the National Gay Rights 
Conferen·ce. 

The Steering Committee re­
ported that th~ Women's Party 
had run at a smali deficit but 
was an otherwise successful 
event. Planning is continuing 
for a Newsletter Benefit Dance 
to be held this summer at the 

Indian-Metis Fri~ndstiip Centre. 
The treasurer asked the 

members to make contributions 
to help fulfui11 our pledge 
to the National Gay Rights 
Conference. The group was 
notified that Marilyn Leocard 
will be the ~cting treasurer 
for the duration of the summer. 

A phone iis~ is to be typed and 
distributed to all members to aid i ntra­
group communication. 

NEXT MEETING - 7 :00 p.m. Jul:>i- 24th 
at 514-24th ST.E. 

University Hospital 
-Audrey Hall and Nanc 

-Audrey Hall and Nancy Allen 
On June 16th Saskatoon 

Women's Liberation organized a 
noon demonstration outside 
University Hospital. Approx­
imately JO people attended. We / 
were protesting- the lack of 
abort.ion services to · the women 
of Saskatchewan at University 
Hospital~ this lack has re-
sulted in women having to travel 
to the U.S.A. in order to obtqin 
abortions. ~his effectively denies 
abortion to poor ·women and 
renders the procedure more 
hazardous for those women able 
to afford it, particularly when 
a long car journey is involved. 

Half an hour after the 
de mbnstration,had begun the 
administrator of the hospital, 
Earl Dick and his assistant, 
rTony Dagnone came out and de-
~anded that we · move the demon­
stration outside the Univer­
sity Hospital gates. They said 
that they "never allow demon-

r 



strations outside the hospital." 
Numerous security officers, 
comp3=.ete with . walky talkie~, 
were standing by. After some 
negotiation a meeting was 
arranged for Friday, .June 24th 
between representatives between ' 
Sl:iJL arid the administration of 
University Hospital and a meraber 
of obstetrics and gyna~cology. 

The following Friday, four 
wonen met with Earl Dick, Tony 
Dagnone and Dr. Tom MacLa.chlan. 
The representatives of Univer­
sity Hospital were very upset 
that we had accused the Hospital 
of i"denying women abortions." 
They were at great pains to 
emphasize that the Hospital 
·provides excellent faciliti~s 
for' abortion. to the women of 
Sasleatchewan. Five gynaecological 
beds are reserved for abortion 
patient~, in-service ieminars 
have been · held for nursing staff 
attending this patients a??-d q_t 
one til]1e two R.N.s were hired 
specifically to care for abor­
tion patients. Despite these 
near perfect facilities, since 
January 1977 only two abortions 
have been performed at Univer­
sity Hospital.(The number lof 

' abortions done has fallen off 
dr~~tically since , the retire­
ment of one physician who did · 
the majority of the second 
trimester abortions. Why should 
the task of providing a needed 
,health service fall to ·one per­
son .alone?) . 

. 

The representatives of U~iver-
·sity Hospital were unable t~ 
· explain '\'Thy doctors are not / 

using the facilities for ' their 
wcmen patients who require this 
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service. The statistics on 
abo~tion done at University 
Hospital in ' recent .years are 
g~ ven in Table I. W~ .are pub­
lishing ·these figures .because 
\·re had great difficulty ob­
.taining t~em. Neither the 
department of obstetrics and 
gynaecology nor the. admi,ni­
stration of University Hos­
pital would respond to the 
telephone inquiry .regarding 
these statistics. The Provincial 
Inquiry Center responded that 
"abortion is a hot issue" ·when 
asked for figures. These figures 
were given to us by Dr. 
MacLachlan at the meeting. 
It seem9 that sometimes the 
·only way to obtain informa-
tion which should be readily 
ar.~iilable 1 to the public, is 
by taking actions which 
e~barass the organizations 
concerned. 

Dr. MacLachlan agreed that 
the journey to t.he U.S. for 
a ,second ·trimester abortion 
certainly increases the hazards 
to the woman's health. But he 
stated that.he could not see 
\·That more University Hospital 
could do and suggested that we 
"beat the bushes" at St. Paul' s 
Hospital as they receive public 
funding and perform no abortions. 
Our point was that University 
Hospital receives public fund-
ing and has performed only tvro 
aportions this year. 
It is interesting to note that 
\.1hile some physicians ' have 
pr~vileges at both ~niversity 
and City Hospitals and perform 
surgery at b.oth, these same 
phy~cians perform abortions 



only at City Hospit al. 
We came away from this meet­

~ng ·wi~h no hop€ls for an' 
improvemen~ in the situation. 
While the people with whom we 
met were upset about our de!Tlon 
stration, they did not appea'T 

· to be concerned with doing 
anything concr~te , tci relieve . 
the hardship woi;nen suffer as 
a result of th~ · unwillingness 
of the health care institutions 
to insure provision bf this 
service. 
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TABLE l 

University Hosp.ital 
Year Total No. Abortions 

1969 
1970 
197i 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976. 
1977 

6 
83 

312 
274 
166 
212 
299 

64 
2 

RASPBERRIES FOR ROLFES 

"'2n<h Trimes­'ter aoor'tlons 

104 
106 
147 
170 

36 

-Sheila Crampton~ worth more than minimum wage. His al-
Herman Rolfes, Saskatche\;ran 

Minister of Social Services, was 
honored by his supporters at a 
Strawberry Social held in a private 
Saskatoon home the evening of June 15. 
However, 30 members of Saskatoon 
Women's Liberation were also in 

. attendance to show · our non-support ' 
with the slogan "Raspberries for 
Rolfes" considered more a.ppropriate. 
Tne home was picketed for lJ;- hours wit 
chants for Roifes to appear~ and ex~iain 
his stand on aborti.on and daycare--he 
chose· to stay out of sight ~dth no 
a.~nowledgement of our1 presence. 

Rolfies has, on several occasions 
publicly stated his view that abortion 
~s "immoral" and that "the killing of 

.an unborn child is the taking away 
of the right to life of an innocent 
h.uman being." He stated that he will 
"oppose this procedure and will continue 
to do so in whatever capacity I will 
have in the future." 

As regards the gross underspending 
. of the daycare budget, Rolfes determines 
that working parents are not using _ 
the facilities provided. There are now 
a mere 1,480 spaces for 13,000 pre­
sch6ol . children of working parents~ 
Many centres are closing b~cau~e their 
workers cannot subsist on the minimum 
wage f orc~d on them through lack of 
Subsidization. Rolfes maintains that 
many of the daycare workers are not 

-·ternati ve to government subsi'.dized 
centres is daycare in private homes 
·where women work for the . enjoyment of 
caring for children, not' because they 
nee~ the job. 

R.olfes obviously considers it 
more desirable for women to care 
for their children at home and 

.coliect welfare, rather than take 
a place in the working .societ y . 
He believes that abortion is 
morally wrong and therefore the 
law should not be applied. 

Saskatoon Women's Liberation 
considers this public stand to 
b~ clearly negligent of the 
du~ies of a Minister of. Social 
Services. We have called for 
his r esignation, as well as 
that of Wes Robbins, Minist er 
of Health, who share Rolfes' 
opinions. Their interests 
clearly do ~at . lie with the 
people, but with their o~m mor­
·alistic view oJ a "proper" 
society . We will continue to 
oppose these ministers and others 
like them, until they are re­
placed by those who will under­
stand the needs of the people 
and refrain from i mposing th~ir 
rnqrals on society , 
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PRAIRIE WOMAN is a newsletter of Saskatoon Women's Liberation': 
C1ontributions in the form of articles 9 l\lews items, poetry, graphics, 
cartoons, and photographs are welcomed from women. Interested men 
are inv~ted to contri'bute letters or funds. Because the newsletter 
is put out by voluntary labour, financial donations are encouraged. 

PRAIRIE WOMAN is run as a collecti.ve.. Writers have had their efforts 
acknowledged with their articles. Others working on the paper as an 
edi t .orial collective are: 

Vicki Barc.183 
Linda Charlton 
Sheila Crampton 
Maggie Dykes 
Colleen Odegard 
Gail Oeachoff 
Maylynn Woo 
Susan Woolw83 
Rosemarie Ruppe 

' The Prairie W"oinan ·is' published · monthly. 
each month. Submiss.ions' are welcome. 

The deadline for all material is the 20th of 

. . 
If und~live~ed, return to: 

Praire Woman 
438' - 8th Str.eet East 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan . . 
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