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Prairie Woma,n is late. Nonetheless her vigilance is comforting. 
The writing is on the wall. The eighties began with ·a host of 
reactionary activities .that the women's movement will be deeply. 
affected by. 1980 was the come back, ·year for the Klu Klux Klan, 
Ronald J;leagan, and others of like 1mind who demonstrated publicly 
a WASP attitude. However, we did have concessions from Anita 
Bryant. 

Everywhere we are troubled by increasing socio-economic ten
sions that seem to move people towards repression, censorship 
and authoritarian behavior. The USA election and the· ensuing 
implications for the Moral Majority organizers is the beginning 
of a clean-up America campaign. The ERA ammendment will only 
happen through the power of women. - In the Soviet Union women have 
been legislated out of over 400 occupations so that they are more 
available for child bearing. Four feminists were exiled because of 
the increasing and threatening stength of the women's liberation 
movement in the country. Although these items have gained more 
media coverage, we can not ever forget the repression and oppression 
that women suffer globally. Women in most .countries do not enjoy 
the same status as Canadian women. In the 1980's all women, es
pecfally those of us who· have established some rights, will be 
called to defy the forces that righteously work to reduce women to 
baby making machines. As we have seen recently i~ ~askatchewan 
and British Colubmia, the right wing is well organized, highly 
motivated and even devious in attempting to achieve its ends. 

'Heavily financed by rich churches and their ma.le dominated aux
ilaries, these groups know that power is taken not given. Power 
is being taken through, control of such democratically based org
anizations as hospital boards, school boards, municipal and city 
councils. Move.s towa:r;ds censorship and ~~ep-:r;e.ssi-0n of so called 
unacceptable or immoral information will continue through control 
of schodl texts, etc. and withdrawal of publicly funded organiz-
ations like Planned Parenthood. 

Prairie Woman must regard the, Pro Life-Anti Choice organizations 
as a real enemy and declare war. Although we know that reactionary 
forces are always used by the capitalists to increase the stability 
of the system and delay its demise, legal and etbical implications 
of some of the pro-life stands for women are enough to make even 
the most passive nervous. (It may come that an informed choice, or 
even a choice in itself, will be considered criminal). · 
Fundamental freedoms are threatened and those of us who need ab
ortions will be risking our civil liberties if these groups are 
allowed to continue their missionary zeal. Without . a contest we 
are in deep shit. 

The real majority must wake up. Only women can control their 
own bodies and gain their autonomy. ' Prairie Women looks to the 
80's with hope and the same vigilance that has always kept us 
together. 

See you at the fr-0nt ~sters 

,. 
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Saskatoon Women's Liberation 
P.O. Box 4021, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

His Worship Mayor Cliff Wright 
and City Council M~mbers, 
Saskatoon .City Hall, 
SASKATOON, Saskatchewan. 

ijis Worship: 

Nov 20 1980 

The purpose of this letter is to re-affirm our support for the 
work of Planned Parenthood. We regard a person's right to choose 
and to make informed decisions as inalienable. 

We think that the interests. of adolescents and adults seeking 
support, counselling and information on reproduction are best 
served through publicly funded 'agencies such as Planned Parenthood. 

We believe that . the City of Saskatoon m~st commit itself to 
continued support of. Planne.d Parenthood. 

To withdraw funding at this time would be, in our view, regress·i ve 
and reactionary. 

We trust that Council, in its deliberations will respect the 
right of citizens . to make informed decisions. 

Respectfully yours, 
Saskatoon Women's Liberation. 

c.c. Planned Parenthood 
' . 

Saskatoon Star Phoenix 

.. 
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On November 15, 1980 several hun- this burden on the private individual 
dred people gathered ·outside the Centre .family, the prerr.ier may keep his 
of the Arts in Regina to protest the n . ose clean and look good superf i cially• 
Saskatchewan government's position but in fact he is .setting himself up for 
on childcare. a good kick

1 
in the ass. His User Pa y 

The rally was organized by Action Policy bears an uncomfortabl e res-
ChildCare which is a coalition of con- emblance to a former federal Justice 
cerned group3 representing par-ents, Minister's transportation policy . What 
child care workers, and concerned com- "User Pay" does is make the service 
m';lnity groups . av'ailable only to those who . can afford it . 

In spite of freezing temperatures the However, Robin Hood alias premier 
rally was supported by parents, workers, Blikeney, does have available a "needs 
toddlers and senior feminist Sophia Dixion test". If you are sufficiently poor and 
a long time activist and advocate for qualify for social assistance a subsidy 
birth control information in the 1920's is available. The effect that this has is 
offered the assembled •encouiageriient~ in her child care is available for th.every riy:: h or the 
words and presence. Speaker after or the very poor . '.For women tryin g 
speaker told the gatheri~g of the £rust- to re-enter the paid labour force, certain 
rating and de-humanizing conditions parents combined income levels would make 
parents face, when looking for q1uality working outside the home economically 
child care in Saskatchewan. unviable . The implications of this on 

The need for quality child care is production goals of the economy and the 
self evident. For too long the burden individual and collective psyche of 
of child .bearing and rearing has fallen women, reduces women to a second class 
to women , In some ways, this itself status. 
explains the Saskatchewan government's Not only does the government practice 
lack of committment. With inflationary ' 'User Pay" for operating the centers, the 

I 

pressures being as they are, the family initiative for or 1~anizing must come 
unit needs two incomes to survive, thus from private citizens who can identify 
making quality child care essential other private citizens of like mif!-d . They 
as a economic fa c tor as . well as a then must set ,up incorporated non-profit 
socio- politlcal institution. societies and on the basis of usidg cheap 

However in spite of our prosperity the facilities try to survive . Thus Robi~ Hood 
social-democrat government of Sask- will find most of the children of the 
atchewan seems to be committed to 
keeping the cost of social s er Yr ices at a 
minimum. Premier J3lakeney~old the 
rally that he Wanted good day Care t0.0 11 , 

but the burden for or~anization, ' devel
opment and maintenance of day car,e 
centers had to be a parent respon~ibility. 
This he explained was to ensu.re "pa rent 
particip~tion and control". · By placing 

land (those with parents who can afford 
it) in basements . One child at the rally 
wore a poster .stating "I'm a kid, not 
a mushroom". Kept in the dark and 
fed shit does seem like a common 
feeling not only for the kids, but for 
child' care workers. Caught between 
parent controlled. boards ·of directors, 
and their own needs for a reasonable 
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income, child care workers are · 
exploited. Parents have a c

1
onflict of 

interest as employers. They want to 
keep costs down,, the non-unionized worker 
faces a very taxing job wi.th no benefits 
or security. Child care workers should 
be unionized employees of the govern- ' 
ment negotiating salaries and benefits, 
through a collective agreement with the . 
the government. H'owever we can not 
have this unless the government dem
onstrates more committment to the 
children of the province. Nor can we 
bla~e parents. The responsibility lies 
in government ·policy. Parents can 
control and participate in the ·gov'erning ' 
policy of day care without garage 
sales . to raise funds. How do parents 
feel about public ' education. Not many 
wl.11 say that 'it is undel'.'l!ocratic, nor 
will they verify Biakeney' s claims : Yet 

. 

~he system Action Child Care proposes 
is of the same model. Surely the New 
Democratic government knows we see 
through this noodle type of excuse. 

A,lmost literally, this government 
aband'ons its responsibility by granting 
a few buck5_ for equipment purcha"s~s 
and subsidy for low income paren.ts. 
However the rally demonstrated · growing 
public concern, and. the ability of the 
peopl~ of Saskatchewan to · orgC!-nize. 

The rally on November 15 serv~d 
notice to the so called policy makers, that 
.:hat quality child care must be univ
erally available and that the government 
must move towards this goal. The 
Saskatchewan government with its 
claims to socialist leanings, must know 
t hat wonren are not ' in the dark, and 
can not be fed bullshit anymore, 

\ 



SASKATOON WOMEN'S LIBERATION 
SUBMISSION 

TO THE 
SASKATCHEWAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN· 
NOVEMBER 21, 1980. I 

(SUBJECT: SEXUAL ORIENTATION) 

l. Saskatoon Women's Liberation 
Group is an autonomous, non-affiliate, 
non sectarian group of women who 
meet on a regular- basis, to address 
women's issue'~ and the status of· 
women. Through discussions mutual 
support and action, we work to further 
the equality of all women. 

2. For the purposes of this brief, 
we will use the abbreviation S.W.L. 

J, We believe that Section 9 & 12, etc., 
Chapter S-24.1 must be amended to 
include sexual orientation. 

''Every person and every class 
of persons shall enjoy the 
right to engage in and carry 
on any occupation,. business or 
enterprise under the law without 
discrimination because of his 
or their rac~· , creed, religion, 
colour, sex, marital status, 
physical disability, nationality, 
ancestry or place· of origin." 

This is impe+ative, if all objects 
of the code are to be realized .and 
all women and men are to be given 
the same opportunity to live in 
freedom, df~ity and peace. 

4 we believe.that the present 
law supports and reinforces sexual 
oppression. Although progressive 
legislation will not mean instant 
justice, it will provide leadership 
and freedom for those who ~a,nt w to 
address those institutions, that 

perpetuate sexual oppression, 

5, We believe it is -the cultural 
practice of capitalism to exploit, 
and repress sexuality, and it is to 
the advantage of the system to maintain 
this repression. The basic support 
system reinforcing this is the legal 
system, which denies the rights of 
homosexuals. 

6. The legal .rights and the status 
of people whose sexual orientation 
is that of the minority is vastly 
reduced und~r a system which is 
prejudiced in favor of the majority. 
We believe that the Human Rights 
Code in Saskatchewan forms a basis 
for the rules and regulations 
governing education, science, industry 
and government. 

7. When a woman is a lesbian various 
social prejudices work against her. 
Our traditions and education system 
historically have encouraged women 
to believe marriage is our only 
destiny. Lesbian women must define 
themselves outside the norm. 

8. We regard this lesbian choice 
as a positive healthy one. However, 
as long as lesbian women are denied 
their rights and this sexual self
defini tion is regarded as de~iant, 
the inferior status of women remains. 

9. Because major social institutions 
are prejudiced in favor of the majority, , 
gay people are forced to deny their 
sexual orientation. There is no 
legal recoursel gay people have to 
rely on the generosity of the 
Commission to have their _complaints 
heard. Faced with the homophobia 
and sexual repression that we live 
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with, the gay person is denied 
dignity as lol1lS as her sexual orienta-
tion may mean discrimination and 

, possible punishment. .In every area 
of her life her sexuality is an 
issue. No matter how competent a 
parent she may be, a lesbian often 
"faces a no win situation in a 
child custody dispute 

We believe that the Saskatchewan 
Human Rights Code must include sexual 
orientation. The decision to love 
and enter a contract with someone 
of the same sex is to exercise an 
inalienable right. If public 
policy in Saskatchewan is to gen-

. uinely discourage and eliminate 
discrimination, then t~e code must 
recognize the freedom, dignity and 
rights of those of us who are not 
of the majority sexual orientation. 

J 

.. 

The spirit of the Saskatchewan 
Human Right~ Code advocates the right 
to freedom of conscience. In the 
same spirit, the code must affirm 
the, rights of people to make informed 
and free choices without fear. We 
view with alarm the escalating 
attacks of this fundamental democratic 
yrinci ple. 

We iirge this commission to act, 
rather than react to these a~tacks. 
Using the strength of the present 
mandate given by the people, the 
Commission must realize the objects 
of the Human Rights legislation in 
Saskatchewan 

Respectfully, we remain yours in, 
Sisterhood and Solidarity. 

'Saskatoon Women's Liberation 



After more than fifty years of brutal 
military rule,1 the people of El Salvador 
are in revolt. Despite the fact that . 
the United States has provided the 
Salvadorean military with nearly 6$ 

million in military aid, the popular 
forces of El Salvador have already 
succeeded in liberating certain areas 
of that country where the milit<iil'Y is 
not able to send in ground troops. These 
areas are being bombed by the military, 
and more than 30,0'00 refugees have been 
forced to flee. The human cost of fight
ing has been very, high; more t\'lan 8,000 
people have been killed since January,19eo. 

Despite the heavy repression, the popular 
forces of the Salvadorean people are 
expected to win the iar within the next 
'few months, unless there is foreign 
intervention, ·either in tfie form of U.S , 
supported intervention from Honduras 

For months now a civil war has been 
raging in El Salvador with the armed 
forces of the civilian-military 
government of 'President Duarte on 
one side and the united popular 
forces of the Farabundo Marti Nation-
al Liberation Front (FMLN) on th~ 
other.1 More . than 9000 people have been 
k:i.lled in El Salvador since. January 1980, 
and reports from El Salvador indicate 
that the death toll rises rapidly each 
day. 

On Saturday, January 9 the FMLN 
announced that it was embarking -on the 
first stage of its final offensive 
against the gove~nmentĀforces. T~e , fol
lowing day, the government announ?ed 
that it had squashed the insurrection 
within 24 hours of its announcement, but 
later reports indicated that in fact the 
fighting was continuing · and that the 
FMLN was· in control of , four cities. Since 

and Guatemala. Canadians must do ev~ry
thing ¥e can to prevent any form of 
foreign intervention in El Salvado::;.:·J 

then, there. has been a virtual news 
black-out on El Salvador, and it is very 
difficult to know what is happening. 
All that we kno~ is that the war is still 
going on, that the death toll has been 
very heavy, .and that the United States 
has lifte,d its temporary ban· on military 
aid to El Salvador and that more military 
hardware and U.S. military advisors are 
being flown into El Salvador every day 
Without U.S. military aid, the FMLN 
expected that the fighting would only 
last for a couple of weeks, but the U.S. 
aid will probably prolong the war. 

On Saturday, November 22, (Saskatoon was 
one of many cities across Canada which 
participated in a national day of protest. 
Over one hµndr~d people gathered on the 
steps of City Hall to demand ·the Canadian 
government oppose all· ·forms of. American 
intervention in El Salvador. Chanting . 
"Mo U.S. intervention" and "End repression 
in El Salvac!or" the demonstrators marched 
down the main streets of Saska tooo. Back 
at City Hall, speakers from the 
Nicaragua Support Committee, the Solidarity 
Committee, the Permanent Committee on 
Solidarity with Latin America and the 
Latin American Stu~ents Association on 
c~us, addressed the gathering. Other 
organizations which supported the event 

' were Saskatoon Women's Liberation, C.U.S.O. 
'world University Service of Canada, 
U. of S. Women' s Directorate, Saska t .chewan 
Working Women, Student Christian Movement, 
CUPE Local 974(Community Clinic), 
Saskatchewan Native Women and the 
Saskatchewan Human Rights Association. 

The El Salvadorean people are 
desperately in need of money. 
Send money by bankers draft to: 

Farid Handal, U.S. dollar~ account 
# Banca Serfin, Niza 48, 
Mexico 6; D .. F. , Mexico. 
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1. When I decided to become pregnant, 
I had a lot of expectations of myself 
as a mother which I finally realized 
couldn't be met. The major cause of 
this dilemma was that I was thinking 
of motherhood as a separate state 
from womanhood. Even though I realized 
that I was priv-ileged to be able 
to "decide", I , was shocked to find 
out how naive« I was in my view of 
"life af~er motherhood". 

At prenatal classes, we con
centrated mainly on getting through 
the actual delivery, but since our 
son decided to come out early, we 
missed the bit where a set of new 
parents passes on their early ex
periences. Perhaps it wouldn't 
have mattered. The birth was quite 
easy. to our surprise, .iust damn 
hard work, a great dea,Llike shitting 
a -pumpkin j but for many weeks- after 
I came home I felt like a spoiled 
brat. Until that time my -philosoph~ 
had been that I could do anything / 
that I set my mind to, in other words, 
I could handle any situation. But 
the challenge of a spidery, helpless 
little boy so dependant on my total 
generosityr twenty-four hours a day, 
squalling like a madman with no 
discernable provocation, and never 
verbally appreciative really wore 
me down. 

What bothered me the most though 
was my own low patience threshold 
and the way that small aches which 
normally could be chased away with · 
a deep breath and a ~ental shrug 
would loom into major, crippling 
offences. I felt SORRY for myself, 
People, had those low-down blues. 
All the propaganda I had swallowed 
about The Mother was proved to be 
untrue and it took large doses of 
self-charity to cure ,the shock. 

When I started keeping a daily 
journal again·, I began to feel a 
little soothed; it took the pressure 
off and started my re-integrat1on 
as one person. Through these writings 

I began to see that I had not really 
defined mothering to be a "job", just 
hard work, or considered that "house
work" is largely separate from 
"homemaking". Wh~le I wanted to give 
my child good care, I also wanted to 
continue with other work, the "real" 
stuff, studying, plying my trade and 
writing. But I am a lazy person, 
or so I rationalized, prefering reading 
to dishes, dancing about with baby 
to studying or dishes, in fact, 
nearly anything to doing dishes. 

I began to feel mentally lazy 
anq personally ineffecttve, After 
·seven months of these unresolved 
states I had analyzed enough to begin 
to express some of the real thoughts 
behind the conflict. 

Exerpt: Diary: Thurs 4 Sept/80: 
"I am beginning this diary again in 
self defence against the non-verbal
iza tion of housework (washing machinEfs 
either refuse or ignore polite 
conversation) and the dementia of 
motherhood. Parenting is largely a 
matter of scurrying from day to day, 

· rearranging your state of mind as .you 
go, with no inspirational push and no 
immediately recognizable profit. 
Goals there are in plenty, but who 
can know what chance there is of 
attainment? In general, I find myself 
s,ticking to the small joys like a 
well cooked whatever, losing x pounds, 
etc., and the amazements of· a baby 
growing into a person; but lately 
I find myself sinking into a whirlpool 
of small details and trying vainly 
to swim oack up into the wider view. 
One thing I'm beginning to need is 
time to myself EVERYday, two or three 
hours would do; just to get out of 
the firing line for awhile would be 
a relief. I'm always tense these 
day~ and feel my shoulders like 
corrugated iron. · I need to be smoothed 
flat." 

So I began a: rearrangement of 
priorities and a revision of committ
ments inside the home. My pq.rtner 
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took on a bit more babycare ev en 
though still a bit afraid and I stepped 
out the door into the moving world 
again. . 

2. When someone asks what work 
you do and you answer, with what ever 
feeling, "I'm a mother.", the usual 
reaction is, "Oh, is that all? ·" 
I'm often tempted to jump up onto 
a ~oapbox right there and shout, 
"No, that's not all : It's three 
shifts of your work, seven days a 
week, on call forever, with no pay
check, no pension plan and no union!" 
Of course .all mothers know this right 
down to the bones and all women 
SHOULD be aware of it but the reaction 
comes from women as much 'as it does 
from men. Even though mothers are 
the basic units of a society, the 
original producers. and maintainers, 
fulltime motherhood as a chosen 
profession is not held in great esteem. 
There is even a certain . lack of honour, 
as i f one were opting out, opting 
for a free 'ride, probably because of 
the very lack of wages and amenities 
so many other jobs are granted. 
It's really not surprising in a way; 
it's considered the bottom line of 
women's work. 

It's beginning to be realized 
that good (effective, satisfying) 
parenting is everyone's right and . 
concern,. but the acceptance is still 
mostly theoretical and intellectualized . 
I think that until it becomes part 
of everyone's thinking and reactions, 
it will remain "women' s work". 

We (women) still have so much 
of our ·conditioning to overcome. It 
takes a determined, conscious, vigi
lant effort. I know that I'm not 
the only hew mother (or old mother 
either for that matter) to believe 
myself incompetent, inadequate, 
disorganized, lazy, impatient beyond 
belief, going slightly demented or 
downright stupid, and that everyone 
else is a whiz. Once I broke down 
that barrier of feeling in mysel~ 
and started talking to other women 
I got plenty of stories to dissuade 

me from that line of thiriking. 
Therefore, of course, I must have 

bought a faulty premise to think that 
I should have to be such a paragon . 
Rather, I should be my normal self 
and not try to react in some imagined 
vein . My brand of motherhood should . 
be anot her expression of myself, 
not an ext ra ~oat to be assumed. 

.It ' s a responsibility to be shouldered/ 
accepted but that's the part I knew 
and decided about before I became 
pregnant . I waited till I thought 
I was old enough for that , but , oh 
how I wish for a bit of wisdom. 

J . Perhaps what I feel I miss 
is a resource person, someone who 
has enough experience and common
sense or "earth-knowledge" to be 
shared , but who is not too tnterrup
t ive of my own beliefs and knowledge. 
I feel this is something we all miss 
out on because of the amount of 
familial separation we now experi ence 
i n this fast world .of ours . While 
I ' m not advocating a return to the 
extended family hierarchies we are 



escaping fro m, I do think we still 
need the t ype of support offered 
by tha t kind of network. 

Exerpt : Diary: rues. 9/Sept./80: 
"More Thoughts of Motherhood: These . 
days i t takes a lot of gall to decide 

)t o have a child, whether we realize 
it or no t before we start. ' Perhaps 
i t a l ways d id, but without the 
s upport of t he f amily, the task 
l eaps beyond the bounds of common
sense . One can't j ust run over toi 
MorHs house or to Gramma-in-the-
li ttl e-house-do1'fn-the-hill to ask 
why the baby refusep to shut-up when 
one has supp lied every need it could 
concei vable have in its whole · life, 
It' s har d t~ reconcile to the facts 
t hat: your 're not the perfect mother, 
that: t her e ~ill never be enough 
time ever again, that: · th,e manu
f act urers of baby cloth'es ~re i nfinitely 
s tupid, and t ha t: snot won't hurt 
you. Once you've grasped these basic 
points and incorporated them into 
your though processes, you will also 
realize t hat you probably won't ever 
"get your shit together" either and 
neither will anyone else' , al though 
some peopl e are very good method 
actors. When this happens you can 
rel ax a little ·and let your baby grow 

up. My only recommenda tions are·: 
have some friends, read some books 
and scr eam whenever you want to," 

My solution for a beginning 
to t he buil ding of such a network 
of ·mutua l support has been to trade 
regular tim.es in the week on a one 
to ~ne basi s fo r daycare: I'm fully 
aware t ha t there are great numbers 
of wo men besidrs me who need time 
of their own to do whatever they 
l'ike , to pur sue whatever they feel 
wan t s pursuing in their lives. It' s 
my fee l ing that if you know there 's 
a b l ank space ' i n the week just for 
you , you 're more likely to plan for 
it and accomplish things that perhaps ' 
can ' t-. be brought to ground i n the 
snat<th_es of time afforded by na ps 
andj~. small child's patches of good 
teir~per. 

, 

We nee~ to gather oti.r own ex
tended families about us, close 
enough for contact. A "family" 
is wherever you find it. 

4. From such a small start as 
trading "babysitting days" comes a 

\ vision of marty, many small, co
operative daycares. Not likely a 

. . 

new idea, but it comes fro~ the thought 
that we will hcive' to take matters 
into our own hands. Requests an~~or 

\ demand to government do not answer 
the need; we are nbt considered to 
be a natural resource. 

Since . do-operative groups for 
any ehdeavor arise out of similar 
needs and share common goals and 
philosophies, this type of ' 
organization for childcare is prefer-
ab~e to something :vun by large 
governments anyway. The concept 
can work . in one's own home or a 
collection of homes . or _in any 
reasonable, common space. 

Where government funding would 
be useful is in the area of training the 
child-s:::are workers and subsidization 
of space. The training program .my 
suggestion is pased on is one I 
sc;i.w in operation in Victoriai, 
Australia when I lived there five 
years ag9. Mothercraft Nurses, 
as they were called, at that time 
received .a training of about 18 
months to . 2 yea)Ts :i:J.l'f all asp~cts 

·Of childcare, infant care, child 
psychology, childhood disease, 
nutrition and daycare administration. 
If not an actual law, it was certainl~ 
a well observe\! polic/ to hire at ' 
leas t one Mothercrafter on the 
opening of an~ daycare. They also 
worked in the Pediatrics wards of 

' many· hospitals, but were responsible 
for much more of ·the actual therapies 
and medications than "aides", though 
less than Degree Nurses. ' 

There ar~, oc course, some 
good daycares with well-trained 
workers in Canada, but, they are 
few and far .~etween and too expensive. 
The majority te~d to be simply , 



babysitting services which prpvide 
the basics for a lesser amount of 
money. All to often, the television 
ends up doing the most "baby-sitting". 
So in ord_er for small co-ops to 
escape the results of "TV daycare" 
there should be ! more' ·prdvision f or 
training in this area. I feel that 
most women who choose mothering as 
their job don't usually have the 
time or the money to expend of a 
psychology or social work degree, 
and in any case, I don't think that'' s 
necessary. To begin an endeavor one 
must stick to specifics, specifically: · 
child care training for childcare 
workers. 

Aside from the goal of liberating 
parents to pursue careers and trades 
other than full-time mothering, 
daycare can be as useful a tool 
in eary childcare, as can the Kinder
garten concept in the developilng 
pre-school child. But we must 
beware of falling into the trap of 
overcrowding that the preschools 
are now subject to. 

Since children learn best by 
imitation (of other children) and 
the manipulation of many resources, 
the adult contribution should . 
preferably be il.irectiona:i but not 

/ 

interruptive of the play process. · 
That is where training in early 
childcare is needed. At present, 
parer.ting is, even ' with the help 
of numerous books on the subject, 
largely a matter of self-adjustment 
to circumstances. Who reads all the 
books? It is difficult to deal 
~ith a child's energy and exploration 
and sµpply the right cues for the 
various stages of learning if we 
don't realize we react the way we 
do to their cues. 

5. . Some people are, of course, 
more tal~nted at parenting/mothering 
than others, just as some have an 
easier grasp of maths and logic, 
made a better daquiri, run faster, 
sing more sweetly, hammer nails 
straighter, grow cabbage fatter, 
laugh more easily, jump higher, 
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remember more trivia, and paint 
or dance the days away. The true 
range of "talent" cannot be en
compassed in the accepted definition 
of the w;rd. A talent is anything 
you can do well and find joy in 
doing. Recognizing . this fact is 
an important step in building a 
sense of personal worth and the 
ability to function in a positive 
way in our own· worlds. 

To feel comfortable about and 
with selves , to feel that our efforts 
make a difference to e~sn a few 
people and to ourselves, is not 
always an easy state to arrive at. 
It takes · a bit of reassuring to 
overcome our accepted view of the 
job we are undertaking as mothers. 
For me, any new gleam of understa,r;_ding· 
improves my chanc~s and my humour . 
I'll take it wherever I can get it , 
and I' 11 gi v,e it to whoever asks. 



. . 
... 

.. ....... . . 
... . - . 

::::: 

.. .-. 
. ..... 

.. 

.. 

RALLY FDR REPEAL OF ANTI-ABORTION LAWS 

"Pro-lifers" are a small groups of 
religious zealots - "the same people 
who are rasponsible ' in history for the 

tremendous injustices and religious wars, 
the burning of witches, the inquisition," 
said Dr. Henry Morgentaler in Vancouver 

last week. Speaking at a rally organized 
by Concerned Citizens for Choice on 
Abortion, Morgentaler told of how he was 

jailed for performing abortions in his 
Montreal clinic in the earlJ '?Os despite 
being acquitted by three juries. 

Seven hundred people attended the rally, 
held in the wike of the takeover by 

"Pro-lifers" of a suburban Vancouver 
hos.pital board and the abolition of it's 
therapeutic abortion committee. Other 
speakers included Dorothy Young Sale, 
northwestern director of the National 
Organization for Women, and Ann Kingsbury 
secretary-treasurer of the Labour 
Abortion Rights Campaign in England. 

movement in the U.S. which is leading 
the atta.:::rt.s on .all women's issues. 
Urging the building of a strong country
wide movement, she cautioned that "more 

can be exported from the U.S. to Canada 
than international corporations". 

Ann Kingsbury said that a reactionary 
ammendment to the British abortion law 
(the Corrie Bill) was defeated by the 
strong and public involvement of the 
trade-union movement. A 40,000-strong 
demonstration in London last October 
was organized by the Trade Union Congress, 

"the first time in history that a demoa
stration on abortion has been initiated 
by a trade-union movement", she said. 
(B.C. Federation· of Labour brass wouldn't 

let Kingsbury speak at their annual con
vention and wouldn't even let. her address 
a B~C. Fed Women's Rights Committee 
meeting unless an anti-abortionist spoke 
as well.) 

Morgentaler said that 15years ago, the Kingsbury said that while the members 
World Health Organization .estimated that of the Labour Party stronly support 
l?O, 000 women died each year ~rom self- women• s right to choose(by a margin of 
induced and back-alley abortions. ,, . 11. t ·40 OOO) Lab MP 
L'b 1 . d b t' 1 . . '-!'fill ion o , , i was a our 

i era ize a or ion aws in many countrie h 1 h d th f' t tt k i t th . . . . w o aunc e e irs a ac aga ns e 
have resulted in a large r~~uction in t~is 1967 abortion act and that Labour MP's 
number as well as a drama tic decrease in . . t d . t th 

f t t l't St'll h 'd b insis e on a conscience voe on e in an mor a i y. i , e sai , ecause i B. 11 of the poor availability of abortions in orr e 
this country, Canada ranks second only 
to India in the incidence of abortions 
performed after the first 12weeks of 
pr~gnancy. 

Morgentaler said that it is we, not that 
fanatica1 group of busybodies, who are 
pro-life. "I would call them fetus
fetishists", he said. 

All speakers received standing ovations 
from the enthusiastic audicne and at the 
end of the rally several hundred people 
spontaneously began cl)anting: "Not the 
Church, not the S\!;ate. Women must 
control their fate!" 

Reprinted from IN STRUGGLE, Dec 16-23 

EXPERIENCES FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. 

Dorothy Young Sale told the rally that 
increasing inflation, lowered standards 
of . living, and uncertainty about changing 
social patterns has fueled a right- wing 

t 
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PRAIRIE WOMAN is a newsletter of Saskatoon Women'~ Liberation. 
Contributions in the form.of articles, news items, poetry, 
~phics, cartoons, and photographs are welcomed from women. 
Intereatedaen are invited to contribute letters or funds. 
Because the newsletter is put out by voluntary labour~ financial 
donations are enco~ed.. 

PRAIRIE l«>MAN <is run 8.25 a collective V:I-1.ters have had their 
efforts acknowledged with. their artiQles. Others working .on 
the J>aper area 

{)sjr/J, c'q<j~ . 11.tltlt .f/r.Wi,17.1 
m.mJ,uu S wt.d~1 ns lrJ, f rac:J ufobJ~hfrv 
"P_flhf- me 1-1 e Ciruiij B~ 
f..idif/L ~ 

PRAIRIE WOMAN is published monthly. The deadline for all 
material is the 20th of each month. Submissions are welcome, 
but are subject to editing 

It undelivered, retu;rn to:. 
Prairie Woman 
P.O B00c: 4021 
Sas'katoon, Sask. 
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