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New Feminists in Action!  CITY HALL DEMONSTRATION

New Feminists organized a demonstration at noon on November 27th at the City Hall in
Toronto on behalf of an Equal Pay for Equal Work program in support of the nursing aides
at Greenacres Home for the Aged in Newmarket.

+se.Male orderlies care for male oatients. Female nursing aides care for female
patients and are often assigned to male wards. Orderlies and nursing aides do
exactly the same work.

x...Femaie aides are required to have high~-school diplomas; male orderlies need
only primary schooling.

++++At Greenacres, male orderlies are paid $106.40 a week; female aides get $90.40.
THE MUNICIPALITY OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO OWNS AND RUNS GREENACRES 1!
1st ORDER TO [ The Provincial Labour Department orders the Metro government to put up

PAY UP: $31,906 to cover back wages owing since January 1. .
- ‘L-u——-wnwfrHetro~8xeeutiveaeonnteteeﬁdesféap~ho~g£ggg§gaqual-pay order., - -

2nd ORDER TO [Provincial Government orders Metro to pay back wages owing.
PAY UP: '

METRO DRAGS | Metro Council votes to push case into Supreme Court of Ontario; there
CASE TO is no discussion or diseenaion.
SUPREME COURT !

*********&**

New Feminists handed out pre~demonstration leaflets at 8.30 in the morning to women
in and around City Hall. At noon, we gathered in- City Hall Square for a peaceful and legal
demonstration. Representatives of Metro Couneil had been asked to attend to hear our
grievances. After our demonstration outside we felt that, as citizens of Metro, we should
address the Mayor's office and present our grievances. If they would not come to us - we
would go to them. We were received at Mayor Dennison's office, listened to by his staff,
who advised us he was busy and could not see us personally; we left our brief and proceeded
to see Ab Campbell, the recently-appointed Metro Chairman. At this point, the City Hall
minions started heaving their weight around. Do they fear Woman Power? rFaQé



Not to be intimidated, we held our ground and left with cries of 'Women's Rights at
City Hall', '

A new slate of representatives has been elected for Metropolitan Toronto. Iet!s follﬂu\
through with telephone calls, telegrams and letters to your reptesentatives in Govermment,

as well as the press., Everywhere, wamen's rights to equality bre being challenged.
let's challenge backl

The demonstration which we organized had fairly objective coverage in all three
Townto newspapers - national coverage on t.v. - and (everyone must have seen it) was
followed by the Montreal members of a women's group challenging the police in that city,
and being courageous enough to accept the consequences - PRISON AND BAIL!

; that all men should be pleased
with wamen is considered higher

In order to gain access to the ideas than the goal of being famous.

nf feminists who either do not have Women who obtain fame and high

the time to write full articles - or social recognition prefer to

who might hesitate to attempt an _point to their husbands or lovers

expression on paper - we shall publish a8 Béihg more deserving than they

under this column briefs of no more are, Women in general are not

than 500 words. We believe that this proud of what they achieve but

approach will be a valid one and we of how they look. Ambition is

:gi.come your written ideas. alien to their deepest nature." e
"MY_BGO" by_Joan_Harries This is purely vicious rationalization and

he is trying to persuade women to keep away

from male priorities.
(Eges the conscious thinking subject,

oppe to the non-ego or object.

Oxford English Dictionary.) WHITE PAPER ON TAXATION by Laura Sabia
T used to read several women's magazines (an extract from a longer article)
and noticed that very often there would be. . .- . .= -w- = o -
articles on the male ego - and how women I also applaud Mr. Benson's raise in

should nurture it, I began to wonder why I . personal deductions up to #1,L00 per person
never saw anything on the female ego in these or #,800.00-per couple. However, he will
magazines and I am still curious about the only allow a woman to earmn up to $100.00.
dearth of information on this. Any earnings above that will be taken off her
husband's allowance for her = dollar for
Could it be that our ego has been snuffed dollar; I maintain and I am sure all working
out? After countless centuries of oppression women agree, that a working woman still
and brutal sadism, this may be so. But, maintains a home, looks after children, buys
after all, women are bom with egos and if and prepares food, looks after children, buys
theirs were to be nurtured as is the male's, and prepares food, and thus her husband's
perhaps women would have far more self-esteem. allowance for her should not be disturbed.
I am inclined to think that the average man She works in the home and outside the home

uld run a mile from a woman who had plenty at the same time.
f self-esteem,

Women's organisations have been asking for
Psychiatrists seem to think that if a this for over 15 years - Benson chooses to

woman wants to achieve anything outside the ignore working women and their contribution
home she must have penis envy, and they seem |4o the home.
to reduce all the problems of women down to
this common denominator. I believe that women The White Paper allows working women a
all ovar the world suffer fiom the same — daduction of $600 for each child for day-care
problem and it has nothing to do with penis services or housekeeper allowance up to a
envy, This problem is nothing more nor less  maximum of $29000.00, However, there is a
than a sewere lack of self-esteem as human fly in the ointment - receipts must be
beings, and it is the result of oppression. produced. What neighbour or cleaning woman
who baby-sits will want to give receipts?

I am convinced that we are culturally There are too few day-care centres, where
conditioned to be passive, narcissistic and legitimate receipts could be given. This
masochistic, in order to placate the fragile ruling of receipts will only be effective

ego of the male. Quote from an American when the supportive measures, such as day-
psychoanalyst (Theodore Reik): care centres are in abundance.
"A highly developed feeling of vanity THE HUMANIST SOCIETY of Canada has asked that
is in most cases incompatible with an the Govemment of Canada change the abortion
urge for accomplishment. Beauty and laws, to allow women a free choice. They haw
cham are considered as accomplish- gtated that only 1% of the women who want to

ments in themselves by wamen., The aim have an abortion will be able to do so.



e new feminist aha.\ysis

by_Bouole.freps
: Pul very bluntly, the traditional view castle, where you will liw happily ever
of woman can be summed up in the words of after. Such is the carrot, and behind it is
Aistotles the stick:s '"Men don't make passes at girls
who wear glasseg", "wall flower", Wspinste.®,

The female is a female by virtue of a "old maid", "loose woman%....the list goes on,
certain lack of qualities; we should and it's message 1st to have caught a man
regard the female nature as afflicted 18 proof of a woman's desirability as a
with a natural defectiveness. humén being; to be without & man is a

social and moral disgrace.
This may be a rather crass over-statement .
of the male chauvinist attitude, but the The economic discrimination apgainst the
puilosophical assumption exhibited here liss working woman ig highly conducive to her
a: the trux-of the problem at hands that is, seeking marriage as a libergation from ill-

nan has consistently defined woman not in °.  paid drudgery. She usually faces theiprospect
ferms of herself but in relation to hims She _ bf being an undgrpaid worker in society's

is not regarded as an autonomous being; ~ 1lowest echelons, She faces a discrimination
rather, he is the Subject, he is the Absolute |based on sex whirh racial groups no longer
---ghe 18 the Other. Simone de Beauvoir has | tglefates S0 1mfﬁgﬁmder that her

argued convincingly that, throughout history, | desire to find a husband is reinfaorced.
no group has ever set itself up as the One{ .

without at once setting up in opposition the Spcialization leads to_despendence
Other, which then tends to become an object.
Othemess, she argues, is a fundgmental
category of human thought. Thus, good-evil,
right-wrong, nationalism, racism, anti-
Semitism, and male chauvinism,

Society!s most potent tool for making
female human beings into dependent adults, is
the socialization process. We have a society
which is based en 'hrbi;b;azx_md_a&{ic_ﬂiing

i o - enforced sex roles. We may see a -loose
hemg‘ :gcgzﬁaxeaﬁdmﬁiﬁﬁ, V:z:a:fmé of this gendiﬁﬁﬁ-‘with the next generation,
provided justification for the charge. We ,  Duft it i8 still ‘unhappily true that a certain
are all familiar with the contention that role is now ascribed purely on the basis of
vcmen-are different in their nature from men, 5€Xe This meails ‘ﬂ'xat the essentia}. charact-
Biologizal dirferences which no one can deny  SXistic of the Bo-called "feminine® character
aie used with great enthusiasm by those who 15 passivity.  Through her upbringing and

wish to justify the status quo because . "a‘aix-c'a'm,girl'sf’aanae' of self is progress-

freadom g“;r I-:Lgxen £sems a p%ofound thyaat to ively crushed, Whereag boys get experimental,

comethicg decp in tlemselves. odntrol-orientdd toys, girls get role-playing
‘ , toys. ~“Boys get traotors, mockets, microscopes
Whatever biology may detemmine for ys etg., - girls get dolls and vacuum cleaners.

all - and the question certainly is debatable Whereas boys are dreased practically and are

- nk . one 3s ' ‘axpec to pet dirty, little girls are all
tohank kb 2 S suvious Lok kie topx?eb;%gh dressed toyl’)e "lady-like® - in other

net sborn, but rather bec or a. i
RuNg Oné Is bom a female or male child with wordg, to be pretty ebjects, like dolls.

certain given characteristics and certain Whereas boys are encouraged to be zv?ug}:,
potentials which are heredi%arilg;and enviton- Gough and aggressive, girls are tralnédtfo "
mentally detsrmined and must.therafore be bacome timid and docile ~ (put euphemistically
viewed developmentally, To undergtand good “Tisteners, feminine, real helpmates,
#iomen's So-called "mature”, we must,. therefore ©%C.;) Whereas boys prepare theniselves to
examine her situations her history, the become the creators of their own future,

mythg abowt her, her social environment, her  girls are trained to relate through others
egzcation, and So forth., A look at history  and taught that to please they must try to

and mythology, for instance, will show that, plebge-and, therefore, remounce their autonomy.
women have been written out of history and .
represented from a male point of view in ‘To please is to abdicate, That is the

: ; BT .. 1essop. the young- girl.leamms, -Jhis.the

mythology are alwaye male. As De Beguvoips: lesson whioh fimds its epotheosis in & ?peeent
ayat ¥ v w,uf bast-gellaz by the American movie sta¥’ 1o~
Arlene.Dehli~ 1ts commercial sucgess iscTen
Representaiion of the world, like the . doubtable, ‘1t ti tle-tiotally indlcativesef
world itself, is the work of men; they "1ts mdesages ,%qus ASK A MAN. ¢ :
describe it from their own point of v ,
view, which they confuse with absolute * A§ long’ss marriage and motherhood are
truth. conceived as & woman's entire de_s_t:Lny apd ths
fuPfilment 6f her "nature®, her Jot will
Woman's immediate social enviromment ifivolve the degeptance of a situation 1mpo sed
puts enormous pressure on her to submit to from thé "gitélde rather than a free choice
male dominance. She is exhorted to play out according to her ipndividuality. As long as

% C he will en~
the role of Cinderella, expecting fortune'and  #oman accepis. this situation, she
happiness from some Prince Chamming, rather “dangér her individuality and possibility for

; he will, in short,
than to venture out by herself., Be prettiy, growth as'a human being, 3 »
be.pleasant, use mouthwash and deodorant, be‘ abdicating the potential gf heitﬁ:?ﬁx by
never have an intellectual thought, and giving in to the demands of her s ”
Prince Chamirg will gweep you off to his : We' all kmow about the alcohol and pi

' F ~‘nde 20/ Fron
’ -~ -



cousumption of women, the large influx of,.. ‘‘,of gppression and how do we best fight it?
female psychiatric p\atianié with unspediﬂie‘d g IR . "

ailments, and the myriad symptoms which duggest Liberation of ALL women

that samething is troubling a great many women.

When we add the enommous success of feminist mﬁﬁ_@g_&hg_,gggl
books like THE SECOND SEX and THE FEMININE
MYSTIQUE, and the rising waves of new feminists
in Europe and America, I think it becomss
apparent to all but the most pig-headed that
the picture of the happy housewife, the ful-
filled woman who has bought all the garbage of
the Feminine Mystique, is a grnss distortion.
The true picture spells eut in large letterss
FRUSTRATION,

First of all, we must recopnize that
thae liberation of women must be collcctive,
it must be aimed at 1 women., -
Our goal must be that any and all women
who want to escape from the sex role ;
foisted upon them will have the freedom to .
do so. Therefore, no "token integration?,
no relieving of ¢ ;mptoms without getting
at their causes. Secondly, we must get full
economic rights for women, because only
economic Iiberty can guarantee waomen that .
their theoretic civil liberties will provide
them with liberty in practice. We must do
away with the woman-gs—economic-parasite
notion. Thirdly, women must be freed from -
thelr present partial or complete slavery to
the specles, They must have the ripFht to
decide over their own bodies. Fourthly,
and most generally, girls and women must
_EQMQMMMES

uman beings rather than merely as
Females. /
e ————er™

There 18 a growing feminist movement - .
now at work to obtain these objectives. -
In the United States, it numbers in the
thousands. It spans all the states and
most ages, though it so far is most heavily
concentrated among the younger women. The -~
movement is about three years old there,
and it has made notable progress. *I was
a member of it before I came to Canada,
where women now are attempting to set up the
same kind of movement with a specifically
Canadian emphasis. There is a new group, *
THE NEW FEMINISTS, of which T am a founding:
member, which is just getting off the ‘
ground. We separated from a strongly
politically cemmitted group on the reasoning
that we need to analyze the mechanics of .
the oppression of women as women and not as-
workers, students, etc. The sexual oppress:-
ion underlies all the others, so we feel,
.and therefore we think it obscures the -

For those many women who have acknow=
ledeed their sense of emptiness, their
frustration, there has often followed a
feeling of guilt. They feel that there must he
something peculiarly wrmng with them and that
they should be able somehow tma cope with their
frustration. (Note here the rising success
of the tension-reducing pill named: COFE).

We are still the beneficlaries af Freud's
claim that neurqsis is a sign of sickness.

AdJustment not_necessarily_ the
way_to_psychological health

There has emerged reeently, however, a
new school of psychology with a new definition
of sickness and health. Called, loosely,

"The Third Force", it contrasts sharply with
Freud and the bshaviourists. Some of its
major tenets are these: each of us hae an
egssential core, a potential and personality,
which tends strongly to persist. One might
liken it to the body!s drive for health, If
this psycholczical drive for health is
frustrated or stunted, sickness tesulta, Ne
. peychological health is pmssible unless this
essential core of the person is fundamentally
accepted, loved, and respected by ethers and
by himself. #nd, it is added, "adjustment is,
very definitely, nok necessarily synenymous
with psychological health®, On this hasis, it
would seem that woman's present situation is
not consonant with her optimal growth; further
that the frustrations engendered by attempt—

ing to force these disparities into comson-
ance are a sign, not of mental sickness, but
of mental health. ¥

The most reasonable conclusion reached
from the above arguments is therefore, that
the traditional view of women and its
attendant Feminine Mystique are a fraud.
While™they are to men's advantage in many
(though ultimately not all) respects, they
mean loss of growth, of full-humanness, to
the women who submits to their ediets. - Such
a woman will risk a loss of identity, she
will risk becoming a thing. Modem weman ies
in the grip of a vicdious circle and in urgent
need of liberation. The more she resigns
herself ta the ddmand of her situation, the
more she will stumt her human growth, and the
more she will thus be unable to escape frem
hersituation. The ultimate suceess of the
slave system was that it ultimately convinced
the slaves themselves that they were Iit for
no else and eing a slave wasn't a
that bad. We“wamen can learn a 1ot T
emergen’v black people who are fightimg?for
black dignity. The question for women is,
what are the mechanics of our partieular kind
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. also fimly committed to a‘ction.

primary issue to approach it with, say; a
Marxist analysis. The lew Feminists are
We are
at this stage prebing the possibilities
-of setting up a Canadian feminist theatre,
much as the fmerican feminists have done
with their Hew Feminist Theatre., We have
not acted on a preat many issues yet,
%ecause we are so new and still nsed to
get organized in preparation for what we
hope is a large influx of new members.

So far, we have grown very rapidly—both
from person-to-person contact and from
numerous television and other media programs
about us.

L

Tt is our hope that The New Feminists
will be successful in fighting fqr the
liberation of women. I think we have made a
good start. We are basing our malysis on
the kind of thinking exhibited in this
article, and it has so far steered us clear
of major pitfalls. There is a great need
for a feminist movement in Canada. We

. prropose to start one. Hopefully, we will be
able to ieport in later issues that we have
m:de significant progress. -

Dqre ¥ -

o slave
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W‘i'nchi\sea,,poe,'t, born 1661

by Joan Lawler

T kiss your tortured verse with all humility
And sit by you with your tormented thought
Alone in your grey Jacobean mansion

fAlone with dreams, discouraged and distraught.

Three hundred years from you am I, tormmented
Gazing at your words with comprehension
Sharing every nuance of your feeling
Knowing well the reasons for your tension.

Change has softened life since you in anger

Wrung out your angry words upon a page

But there still remains the core of all your trouble
And I still must write with you in bitter rage.

Your poems show how close we are in spirit
How scarred we are by battles we must fight
And so I leave your words to plead for both of us
Three hundred years from you they state my plight.

LADY WINCHILSEA

Poem No. 1

. How are we fallen! fallen by mistaken rules,
And Education's more than Nature's fools;
Debarred from all improvements of the mind,
And to be dull, expected and designed;
And if someone would soar above the rest,
With wamer fancy, and ambition pressed,
So strong the opposing faction still appears,
The hopes to thrive can ne'er outweigh the fears.

Poem No, 2

Alas! a woman that attempts the pen,
Such a presumptuous creature is esteemed,
The -fault can by no virtue be redeemed.

- They tell us we mistakie our sex and way;
Good breeding, fashion, dancing, dressing, play,
Are the accamplishments we should desire;
To write, or read, or think, or to inquire,
Would cloud our beauty, and exhaust our time,
And interrupt the conquests of our prime,
Whilst the dull manage of a servile house
Is held by some our utmost art and use.

é i g gl —

They offer ine cock
A cradle to rock
And then Dr. Spock

Is that all there is ?

IS THAT ALL THERE IS ?

. Wy plnegregory .. . .

: e fdgin:lne way
rovides you half pay
« And men to obey -
Is that all there is 7

Be sweet-nice and kind They offer me ocock

Walk ten steps behind A cradle to rodk
And don't use your mind And then Dr. Spock

Is that all there is ?

- Is that alJ. there is ?
LIKE HELL 'IT IS!'!

New Feminist - Dec/69 .. Page 5
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#by Cecelia Wallace "

Male religious teachers of all the major religions havs, for
three thousand years, made life a 1living hell for all women., It is time
women rose up 1n richteous wrath, all over the world, against them. To do
so most effectively, they also will have to produce their own religious
teachers and theologians. _

Many women can't accept such an 1idea, so brainwashed are they
with the notion that men alone should have control in the Churches over
religious interpretation. Yet 1t 1s preclsely because men have exercised
this sole control that. women are in the inferior position they are in
today. Many of our laws and social mores regarding women have their
roote in religion... malé-oriented religion.

India has one of the oldest civilizations in the world. At the
dawn of the Vedic ags in India (about 2500 B.C.) women had ahsolute
equality with men and could psrform religious ceremonies independently
of men. Monogamy was the rule and women occupied a prominent place in
religion and soclety. Soma were thseologlans and philosophers. Many
were teachers.

Then entered into thils picture, after a period of time, the male
Interpretation of religion. Manu, the esupreme law-giver 'of Hindu society
set the scene for her coming inferilority. He decreed that her father
should protect her while she was still a malden, her husband when she
married, her son if she were widowed. Gradually "protection" evolved
into the idea that the woman, because of har natural inferiority,
deserved no independence. Educatlon and participation in religious
rites were now denied her. A stipulation in the Vedas that a =zon was
necessary for obtaining heaven led to the view that a childless widow
could attain salvation - by burning herself alive on the funeral pyrs
of her husband! By A.D. 700 this had become a religious duty, enforced
by social custom, for the widow was soclally ostracized for faliling to
perform it... to the point whers she finally succumbad to the pressura,
as a form of sulcide to end an unbsarabls 1life.

Although today the woman in India is theoretically equal and she
aven has a woman as Prime Minister, the o0ld traditional visws of women,
enforced by male religious tsachers, have not diled. The birth of a boy
is still walcomed, as in many other parts of ths world, with greater
Joy than that of a girl.

The sarly history and prs-history of-China, too, reveals a
higher role for women., But, agaln, a male teachsr entered the picture
to change the religion. Confucius, born in 551 B.C., became an all-
prevalling influence in China and that influence has lasted until the
present day and still is not dsad in many Chinese,

Centuries befors Confuclus, the Chinese Book of Odes established
the insquality of the sexes and told of what happened when a birth
occurred at the Imperial Palace. A boy was placed on a mattress,
clothed in silk, and given .a. Jade sceptre; a girl was laft on the
floor, dressed in rags, and given a tile.

Confucius did not beliave in aquality. Logically, he argued,
men and women should not be different but practically thay ars and
unsqual they must stay. Only thus can soclal harmony (which Confucius
considered to be the grsatest good) be maintainad.

The Chinese woman became a negotiable commodity. ©She could be
betrothed as a child-bride, sold as a concubine to a man eix times her
age, or be auctionod off as a "mist and flower maiden”, (0ld China's
euphemism for prostitute). The child-bride became the glave of har
husband and his mothsr, for life. She could not eat, even at her own
brother's table. She married, not a man but a clan' not only the
living but the dead. She became a2 "daughter-in-law", not a wife, and
her male baby was a "grandson", not a son. She had to turn a blind

)

#The author is the leader of the Canadian section of St. Joan's International Allience;
a world-wide Romon Catroli: faminist rryin



eye while her husband glopt with his concubines or entertainsd his
favourits courtesan. In ‘this hlerarchy it was only the man who was
deemed worthy to-partake 'in thg important religious rites, although
there arnc goddesees &8 wall ag '‘gods in the agncient religion and

Pty v o 8

my,tho 1@y 0£:Ch1n§%;w%1 9
Sixteen eonturies ago the Chinese post Fu Hsuan, wrote:

%It 1s sad §o .be born in ths body of a girl,
“Nothing oh earth ls of so little account,
N6'dne ro joices when.a girl is born,
She brings nothing to the héarth.

As she grows up shs hides in her room;

She is afraid. to sncounter the gaze of men
No tears are shad when she lecaves the house,
But her own tears flow 1ik¢ the spring rain.”

IRIRIRIN(RI}
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Judaco=Christian fiaws of women underlie notions of their role
in our own Westarn coci:.y. The Hebrews were descendants of the
Canaanites. 'And for a long time, as evidenced in the Bible, the
Hebrewe worshipped the old Canaanite gods and, in particular, the
goddess Asherah, symbol of the fertility of women, There 1is ample arch-
asological evidence of the importance of Asherah as a household goddess,
for small clay flgures of her have been found all ovor Palestine. "And
thege are not matched anywhars by figurees of male gods. '

Again the male Interprotation of religion anters the picture.
Judaism doas not basically hold that God 1s éither male or feomale.
Neverthelass, the two biblical names for God are both masculing
(Yahwah and Elohim) and God is continually referred to as if.ha is male.
With continual reinforcing of this belief in a patriarchal socicty,. the
Jewish woman 1s denied any place in the religious ceremonies of the
Jaws, '

In the Jewish scriptures, adopted by-Chrlstians, the etof} of
Genesis 1s in marked contrast to the bellefs of mors anclént religione
whersa 1t was inconceivabls -that anything could be born except from a
woman - an earth-mother or a Mother Goddsss. In Genseis man 1§ not '
born of woman but woman is born of man, Adam, and from one of his ribs!:
Genesis also relates that man and woman were born equal but Jewish
prieste and thsologians make it thelr business to stress their Infer-
iority. Christian theologlgns later deny even that the woman was
redeemed although the redemption of man is the whole theme of the |
Christian message. They simply continus to berate the woman for her
fall!

IR{RIRIRIN}
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In Homeriec Greaco, too, the woman has.a high ‘place In religlon
and among the mods. She topplas from her starry heaven when phe
Greek male bagins to equate his own intell&gence with the divine
intelligence of God, an idea incorporated later by Christlan theolog-

i ppiensswhe-allowed-the-nale~only to-study -theotogy —~Male—pride 1s

very prevalent in ths undying admiration the Grecks had gor their o“n
philosophy and culture. Othsr nations were regarded as "barbarians’,
simply becauge they didn't think and act like Greeks! (T%is view,"too,
was takan over by Christian theologians, who substlituted "theology"” for
"philosophy"). The Gresks have been credited with very advanced

ideas, like the idea of democracy and are still studled with a great
deal of admiration and aws and bated breath in our educatlonal system.
However, Greek "democracy" did not, by any manner of means have any,
nmeaning at all for women any more than did some later constitutions’
it spawned, like the American Declaration of Independence and the
British North Aperijca Act, where women simply were not included.

(3()1115:1111153(1/’. TEXD

mothar, T hate Daddy's guts."
"Well, never mind, dear, Just lay them at the side of your plate."
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Greak philosophy had a crucial infTluence on all the cultures
of the Hiddle East, particularly through the influencg of Aristotlc.
Aristotle (384~322B.C.) found "sclontific" arguments t¢ uphold the
Greck view of thae infsriority of women. They were bloiogical.
He reasoned tht tho male sasd alone carried the potentlality of thc
human being which would, 1if perfect, be mals. If the male ssed, for any
reason, ware defective it would produce an imperfect human boing,
a femals,

The Arabs, who also accept many of the teachings of the 01d
Testament and respect some in ths New, became totally enamourcd with
Aristotla's magnificence and produced a large body of Aristotslian
scholars and scholarship - most of which was unloaded upon Europs in the
Middle Ages, in the 12th century. One theologian who lapped it all up
like milk wae S5t. Thomas Aquinas, who became the leading theologian of
the Roman Catholic Church and there 1ls evidence, from Rome, that he still
is today. 1In splite of the fact that Thomas was bright enough to reason
that since women had been redesmed by Christ they should no longer be
inferior, he didn't. He preferred, instead, to develop hies own thesolog-
ical arguments reinforcing Aristotls's views. Thus he reasoned, when
asked which parent should be loved more by tha children, that ths
father should be loved more since he was the more perfect human being.
And besides, the inferiority of women was absolutely confirmed for
Thomas from other sourcses. Certain texts of Scripture, for exampls,
an@_hadn't the early Christlian Fathers expressed, on many occasions, an
absoluté-lpathing for the sex? (They had.)

The greatest Jewish philosophar of thae Middle Ages, Maimonides,
was also influenced by Aristotle. And so his baneful influence appsars
in Jewish, Arabic and Christian theology and philosophy, although
Aristotle would be astonished 'if he knew, and:would certainly discredit
his own ldeas of women if he were facsed with the blological evidence of
today. J

Along with the belief in the inferlority of women, Aristotle also
believed that some races of men were inferior to others and ordained
to serve them. This, too, became a favourite toplec of theological
debate and had a profound influence on the way Christians treated
Negroes and North and South American Indians. More than one North
American missionary had to return to Europe to try to convince the
theologians that the people he was trying to convert were really men!
It is no accident that women, Negroes, and Indians are all described in
similar terms - i.e., they are "child-like, emotl.'onalf irrational,
intuitive, sensual, and fit only to serve white men." We ows a lot to
Arigstotle anc to thosc vho proforred his views to the teachings of
Christ! It is a fact that in Christlian theology, far more attention is
paid to what nen (st. Paul, Thomas Aquinas, Aristotle, Plato, Freud, atc.,
etc.,) say than to what Christ said. And all these views have been
carefully passed on down through all the religions, to some axtent, to
the present day.

Volumes could be filled recounting instances where men have
assuned and retained the sole power to interpret religion to women, and
in fact, those volumes have been written, and it 1is discouraging to
realize how little progress has bsen made, for we are still fighting the
same religious battles as the carly feminists today. Perhaps we are
dealing with them because 80 faw women trouble to concern themselves -
with what is, in fact, the root cause of thalr position today. Even the
Royal Commission on the Status of Women says it can't handle religious
issues. Nor does the U.N, Status of Women Commisslion, Yet the
pre judices spawnsd by religion must be handled. Who will do it if not
women themselves?

We need many more women scholars who will research out all these
areas of prejudice and axpose them, constantly. And perhaps we nead
a world-wide feminist manifesto on religion. When Marx and Engels began
their revolution it was with a treatise highly critical of relligion,
for they knew ths obstacles it put in thelr way. The feminist revolution
will have to do the same - and do it continually and constantly - or we
‘W1ill not eradicate fundamental pre judice to women.

' The End.
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more informatlon regarding views expressed -
this article, consu],t: ¥ § -. (

MEN IN THE NEW ASIA, a collection of studies by Asiatic soclal scientists
published in 1963 by UNESCO.

WOMEN OF CHINA, by Christopher Lucas, Dragonfly books, Hong kong, 1965. i
THE CHURCH AND THE SECOND SEX, by Mary Daly (a Roman Catholic theologlan and member of "'

St, Joan's Intermational Alliance), Harper & Row,.1968.
This book outlines the attitudes to women thzough history of Catholic theologians (male)

1
- .

THE HEBREW GODDESS, by Raphael Patai, KTAV publishing house, U.S.A. (N.Y.?), 1967,

ARISTOTLE AND THE AMERICAN INDIAN. .(The author's name is not available ‘to me at; the moment
but the book is available through the U, of T. library
and should be in the public library system.)

This is not related to women but very enlightening as to the influence of Aristotle on the

lives of American Indisns (South Amer:l.can)

Myth? Mystique? or Mistake? An exampls of ; DIDDLE DIDDLE DUMPLING,

insidious anpi-woman fables continuing in OUR BOY, TOM.
“THE THEFT modern day. WENT TO SCHOOL WITHOUT HIS MOM,

..... B HE TOOK HIS BIBLE BUT, SAD TO SAY,
by’ Tain Paterson OUR BOY, TOM, DIDI''t GET HIS WAY.

. e S e e @ o

Eve stole an apple fram the tree,
‘Tts pressed fruit succulent as gin;
She ate; and Adam ate, but she
Yielded and let the sgrpent in. '

«Tom Cliffbyd_ (a bachelor), was so con-
cerned about the sanctity of the family last
month, that he fought the After-Four program

Thus knowledge of gqod and evil was of supervision for achool childmn in—-_ oo

Disclosed to this precocious madam; . ...--- B o
Its forked tongue slack within its” Jaws, | After all, if kids

s , get supervised play
== e setpent slept while father Adam and expanded horizons after school, their

s mothers might be tempted fio go out.and work
Chargad The salt-baguiling bitek, — and wyen expand tieir own horizongl _ _

Demure and insolently dumb

Retum to her allsglance wr,lich He was shockedl. .A woman's Place eececces &

The serpent had seduced her from. _Spmeone pointed out to him that most of
........... "these mothers already work. They have to.

Somq of these mothers are 'heads' of

" 'families. Some of these kids are :already

. Aatch-key' kids 'pla'y:lng ‘in the streets.

........

Publ. in the Weekly mview Section of the Clifford's answer (get-thisl) was “that

. e )= th-kFds Wouldn't use the After-Four
Sunday T"““{:E__‘iﬂgn_,——ﬂ'ﬂ* 1969’ ’ program because they'd rather hang-out on

the streats anyway. e

tr

: . ‘ Thé Afte:\-Four program went through, in
:ﬁ';;zll‘:;::; cf?;gz:drgs.r spite of. (lifford's protests, while he
in a fashiongble tone- : complained bitterly &bout ah organized

phone campaign to save it, He pointed an
gfmimm POt . - accusatory finger at everyone in sight.
what is bare is the mind s - 'Judith Jordan (who prasented the plan for
Torved dn mioh, s deaien .. the-progran, and-who 18 now a Trustee) and
’Iheméu basd becanes-a tawb . the Citizens' Committee for Change in
P . Schools felt 'the fury of his words',

by El;.gabeth_!.l.]mot_s_t ‘ We'll let you in on a secret, Tom.

WE DID IT - THE NEW FEMINISTS. o

with liquid-blue eyes and a constant

mancipation ign' tt;he vot: . blush, Clifford has tried to save -the
[t has a less political no ei schools from sex education. At Board of
[t liis ?; more personal iiection: . Edutation meetings, he was known to bring
E?rgn rassrha Mtﬁgvzr}ttﬁxgep on. " his bible! Was it. for moral protection?
['ve had to restrict “23;' I can be. ' What will Tom Clifford do, now that he
)h how lucky_'-:‘ man mus 1 g .. has been elected to City Hall where he will
lo be a parent and still be free. meet June Marks?

by Elizabeth Willmott WE'LL HAVE OUR EYE ON YOU, TOM!
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TELEVIS TON

snl ZZ__’/Z:/}/ :

BOOKS AMD MAGAZIIES

e we hope most of you caught the Pierre Berton CHATELAINT, - Deccmber issue.

program, Monday December 1lsts Joan Lawler
came across very strongly on the question of
woman's own choice in the matter of her

v:Lry.nit-ys

"We sti’l brainwash girls about marrias "

PSYCHIIOGY TODAY - lovember issus.

%Woman's Will to Fail®

- keep watching the charted programs for info. STIMULUS - October/lNovember issue

on Berton's week-long program on wamen.

- re-run of "The Silver Cord", an early 30's
movie with Irene Dunne as s career woman,
Shown on Channel 6, Friday 5th December.
Excellent ="watch for another re-run,

FILMS
- "A Married Couple" showing in Toronto at
Cinecity. ‘Women's Liberation are going to see

this, as a group. They'll hold a-disaussion
about it immediately aftewards.

Criticisms of t.v, programs and

of films, by members of the New

Feminists, would be an ideal

method of promoting our own message.
"Sister, can you spare the time?"

(A Canadian advertising magazine)
"Bri tain Buys the Sexy Sell"
This article is a must for all of us to
read, We shall arrange a reprint of it.
Incdluded in thz article is the info that
members of Worsan's 'Liberation Woxkshop
‘in Londen, Enfland, go around adoming
sexy posters o1 London's subway with
stickers reading "YOU EARN MORE AS A
BEAL WHC RE",

CANADIAN 'AGAZIl'S - T.D.S. December 6 issue
"Women in the ixecutive Suite"
Read thi's becaise of its importance to
the Can:dian sene. We must know who -
these wcmen ar: = their measure of success
and the: r-atti.udes. Do these articles
pramote feminiam or female-ism ?

Read Virginia Wclf's classic =
‘A ROOM JF OIE S OWN®
Published 1928 - Penguin paperback.

o

........

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE ON OUR MAILING LIST?

Cost: $3,00 a yeay/ $1.50 for students.

Please put me on yopr mailing list:

1

9000 00000460 0000 00900000 T0 0000 00 2V00CROPS 80000
[

'

ENCLOSED: $3.00sesee $1e50ccsas

1

,
. a o
G99 PO G0 0000 00 000000000 PROPOD 0000 Q00 CEO0eD 00D OO

(Name, address arml telephne number) )

e = — -

. We need original writings - cartoons - graffiti - poems =

e
e —

-.atest information on

woren: in other countries - trade union activities directly affecting women,

- Please include your name, address and telephone numbar wit: your contribution to

the newspaper.

We will accumulate all kinds of infomatio:. in our files, so that

by this time next year New Feminists will have facts and figures at their

fingertips - this for the use of all women.,

b

-

The articles which we advised were coming out in this 'ssue are
all still in the process of being written. They will -ppear!

M

[}

As a last word, 1969 is the centenary year of the publication o:® THE SUBJECTION OF WQMEN

by John Stuart Mill.

Have you read it ? Unlike women's clothes, it hasn't dated at alil.

We hope that the year 1970 will commence with all the women who ride the public transport
system, openly reading this and other infomative books on women and that they will contirue
to read and read and read about women on their way to.and from work and thereby shock the

very foundations of the system which keeps women down
Page 10

New Frrinist. Dec/69 .o

HAVE A’ GOOD CHRISTMAS
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STOP THE

NEW FEMINISM
FREE DISCUSSION - QUESTIONS

An open house meeting is being
held for new members and all
interested women - to discuss
the many facets of new feminism,

DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIAL

TIME: Tuesday, December 30th
7.30 p.m,

PLACE: Judy Masters
50 Aberdeen St.
Toronto.

x
50 ABERDEEN ST, f

INIWVITVd

‘IS

‘CARLTON STREET

PRESS

ANNOUNCEMENT: A film showing
at the National Film Board
Cinema. 1 Lombard St. East.
Toronto. Please be there at
7.45 p.m. for the 8.00 p.m.
showing. - The showing is free.
MON ‘DE 2R
Phone 489-1994 for further
information. Come along and
bring your friends with you,
Women only please!

FILM TITLES: "Women on the March"
One hour film made by the National
Film Board of Canada on the
suffragettes of Canada.

Narrated by Pierre Berton.

"Report From Down Under" -
one-half hour film made by

CIV's W-5. Produced by Bonnie
Kreps, directed by Joan McLellan,

LERIRIRLRIAARLA L
i

NOTE: Take out your subscription
now! The mid-January edition

of the New Feminist will

announce an increase in the
subscription rates.





