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EDITORIAL

This newsletter, as you

may heve noticed, is con-
siderably larger than ever be-
fore. It is an example of
the new thrust of the News-
letter Collective, We met

at A Woman's Place over the
Caristmas Holidays and de-
cided to re-organize and
hopefully revitalize the pa-
per, We feel that the Win-
nipez Women's Liberation
Nowsletter is a valuable pro-
ject that is helpful in main=-
taining communication among

women, involved in various
aspec%s of the struggle for

women's liberation.

We urge your participation

in all aspects of this
newsietter to make it truly
responsive to the needs of
women, especially Manitobans,
and genuinely supportive of
our struggles.

I.LIBERATION BOOKSTORE .
OPENING PARTY
8:30 pm - Feb., 26/77

160 Spence St. :
(above the House of Cheese) §

DANC ING FOOD LIQUOR

REFRESHMENTS

Come and brows . through
our new stock, records,
books.

42,00 contribution.

NEW FORMAT

The Newsletter will come out

6 times per year and will con-
tein approximately L0 pages
per issue,

Each newsletter will explore
one or two major themes, as
well as have continuing fea-
tures, eg. Women's Culture,
Survival Skills, and Women's
News,

To make it easier for every-
one to contribute articles,
we have defined women and
work as our general theme
for the next four issues.
This newsletter explores
some aspects of Organized
Working Women., The follow-
ing newsletters will deal
with Unorganized Working
Women (professionals, non-
unionized women,  artists

and voluntesrs), Women
Working in the Home, and the
various social factors that
influence where women work.,

The Newsletter Collective

Any woman may join the news-
lettsar collective, We've de-
cided to try a rotating ed-
itorship system this year,
which means that one or two
woman from the collective will
be responsible for co-ordina-
ting the production of each
newsletter, The meetings of
the the newsletter collective
as a whole will take place

at the House Co-ordinating
Committee Meetings. So if
you are interested, come

out to the meeting on Tues.
Mar 1, 1977, or phone A Wo-
man's Place and leave your
name,



Dear

Abortion must become a private matter between a woman
and her doctor. Please urge the government to introduce a
bill to repeal Sec. 251 of the Criminal Code in the 1977
gsession of Parlisment. I alsoc urge the government to increase
spending for family planning programs and to assure adequate
pregnancy counselling services across the country.

Yours truly,

Dear

Abortion must become a private matter between a woman
and her doctor., Please urge the government to introduce a
pill to repeal sec., 251 ol the Criminai Cose in tue i977
session of Parliament. I also urge tine government to increase
spending on family planning programs and to assure adequate
pregnancy counselling services across the country,

Yours %truly,

Please sign the letters with your name and address and send
trem to your M,P., the Rignt Honourable Ron B,sford, or to
the Prime Minister. Give one tc a friend to do the same.
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WORKING WOIVIEN SPEAK OUT

.

Working women in Manitoba
continue to agltate for recog-
nition of thelr demands in the
trade unions and the NDP
' Beth.the Manitoba Federa-
tion of Labour and the NDP
government recently held pube-
lic meetings on the problems
of women workars; meetlngs
which reflected this continu=
ing agitation, but which, in
their lack of overall direc=-
tion, reveal the futility of
working with bureaucracye.

In January, the MFL spone
sored a meeting of thelr
"Status of Women's Committee"
in Winnipeg, attracting about
30 supporters from trade unions
across the provinceo. While this
was a progressive step, allowing
women to discuss some of thelr
problems within the trade union
movement, it was not without its
seeious drawbackse.

For one, it was carefully
gulded by the MFL bureaucracy,
whose male leaders and delegates
were present for the full
weekend and were given full
speaking and voting rights. This
was in what was supposedly a
women's conferencel. More often
than not, discussion centred on

what trade union men would accept k

from women rather than what

women should demand of their

nale co-workers and the trade
unions: as a whole, This theme

was graphically 1llustrated in

a study session at which one

male delegate objected to the
contention that "men dominated
conversations® and then proceeded
along with his partner to take up
about 60 percent of discussion with
12 women present, "You have to take
it easy--wait another 5 years (!)
and we might just listen to your
problems", they said.,.

Women were made to feel like
they were negotiating a contract
with the boss, rather than talking
with sympathetic co-workers.

4

(graphic from "Inprecor™)

In a heated debate on a name change

for the "Status of Women Committee",
it was

roposed and narrowly carried
(25-24) to change the name to "Equal
Rights and Opportunities committee",
specifically deleting "for women" so
as to "not alienate male support",
Including the word women was actually
termed "discriminatory against men"
at one point in the debatel

Although concretely little was
accomplished, an emergency resolution
was passed in support of daycare demands
of increased provincial aid to daycare



WorkinG WomEN {(cont i)

centres and better pay for daycare
workers. With the situation 1in
daycare becomlng more crucial
(Knox Daycare may be forced to
close by March) these resolutions
become extremely lmportant and
may hopefully lead to concrete
support actions 1in favour of
quality daycare in Manitoba,

The conventlon brought out
clearly the probliems of working
within a bureaucracy which tries
to obscure the real concerns and
issues confronting women in the
trade unions today. The next will
be the day before the MFL conven-
tion next September in Winnlpego.
Women in the trade unions should
be there to plan around their de-
mands for equallity both in the
trade unions and the labour force.

EQUAL PAY AND EQUAL WORK?77?7

. As a response to the need for

equal pay legislation, the Mani-
toba Departmmnt of Labour- Women's
.Bureau has been holding hearings
on "Equal Pay for Work of Equal
Value" across the province, as part
of a report to be submitted to the
P government..

One of three hearings held in
Winnipeg in early February acttrac-
ted about 50 people. In the sub-
missions presented at the hearings,
it became obvious the "Equal Pay
for Work of Equal Value" was
missing the essential point--equal
work!! In a brief presented by
the Socialist Women's Collective,
Winnipeg Women's Liberation, and
Women's Place (see reprint in this
issue), emphasis was placed on the
fact that women today need in the
first place, the opportunity for
equal work to destroy "female job
ghettos" as well as being paid
for the work they do.. This senti-
ment was echoed by other individ-
ual submissions as well, It is
noteworthy that the Communist

Party submission did not take up
this crucial point and futhermore
stated that "Equal rights for wo-

men have been established by law
and 1n practice in all soclalist

4.

countries foday". This contention is
not fully valid, as even some countries
that have had a revolution, such as
Cuba, will admit. In the Soviet Union and
China, while legal discrimination has
been removed, domestic labour still falls
largely to women, whose roles as mothers
are glorified in the media., Abortion,
divoree and homosexuallity all suffer
official disapproval and legal restric-
tionse.

An individual submission from the
chairman of the board of the Health
Sciences Centre in Winnipeg took the
government to task on the daycare 1issue,
stating that although the Health Sciences
daycare workers were given a ralse and
were now, unlike other centres, being
pald a decent wage, government grants
did not reflect this increase and were
forcing the daycare centre to close in
less than three months. "If you're going
Lo pay based on "Equal Pay for Work of
Equal Value", you must deal with the
congseguences of more funding®, he stated.

Although little active interest
can be generated by hearings, hopefully
drastic changes in laws around equal
pay willl facilitate more women challen-
ging their role as low-wage workers in
society today. Hopefully, more than
ten women per year will lodge complaints
around unequal pay as is the case now,

It is becoming increasingly evident,
however, that women cannot wait for
little “"scraps" from a "benevolent"
government--"priviledges" (sic) that
like daycare, can be easily revoked.

Women have always had to and must
continue to organize themselves and
fight for their demands..

Andrea W..

Revolutionary
Marxist
Group

NOTICE:?

SincE WE GRE IN THE
PROCESS 0F REORGAMZING THE
LIBRARY ) WE uloudD APPRECIATE

THE RETURN oF ANY BooKS 1w mAY

Thank-Yow.
‘7]k54‘d"‘hhasv7o

4
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EQUAL PAY

Submission to the Women's
Bureau Hearing on Equal Pay
l.egislation

We wish to discuss with you
our concern for the problems of

women in the labour force. In

so doing we will examipe the
existing legislation and the
changes that you propose, We
wish to place this examination
within the context of an
analysis of the structure of
the labour market and the reasons
why women occupy our particular
place in it. With this analysis,
the solutions we propose go
beyond the lezislative changes
you have proposed., We trust
that you will give them serious
consideration.

We perceive the most funda-
mental problem for women in the
present economic system to be
the why that work is structured,
In a capitalist economy, work
must be heirarchically organized
in terms of privilege and re-
muneration., As a result, a
large gap exists between jobs
at the top and those at the
bottom. Individuals are class-
ified into different levels
depending upon qualities such
as background, experience and
formal training - variables
over which they often have very
little control. This type of
stratification makes it diff-
icult for people to move up-
wards or into different kinds
of work. People are locked into
their place in the structure.

The most serious victims of
this are those at the bottom -
the last hired and first fired.
This system requires a pliable
pool of workers who will enter
and ‘leave the workforce in

-Well, as long as you don't try to get

away, you can hardly feel it.

“esponse to tne initation -

depression cycle and the demands

of industrialization and war.

These Jjobs are paid the lowest

wages and rarely have any of

the benifits attached to more

permanent and senior positions.
Your statistics indicate

that women are a major com-

comant Af thiq neaanyae 1ak -~

pPOOL d4na-are taiyory relegatea
to low-paying jobs. We feel
that this situation is a re-
flection of the structure of
tne family in our society and
women's role in it. Though the
work that women do in maintain-
ing the home and nurturing the
femily is essential to the re-
production of the workforce,

it is entirely ignored in this
economic system. In other words,
women are not paid for the

work they do in the home. The
devaluation of this essential
work is carried over to the
jobs women do outside of the
home. Most jobs in the "female
zhetto" are extensions of work
done in the home; i.e. in

Cont. over —»



Eﬁu&é' f%{j (Coﬁfab

health and social services or
as office workers who maintain
their -bosses, Employers are

able to devalue this work simply
because it is women's work -
because women's work is rarely
paid for.

The low wages that women
receive are further explained by
labour market changes in the
manufacturing and service in-
dustries. Recent surveys appear
to indicate that the numbers
of jobs in the manufacturing
and production sector are de-
creasing, while the number of
jobs in the service sector are
increasing. Most workers in
the manufacturing sector are
organized while most workers
in the service industries are
unorganized. The majority of
women workers, as described
earlier, are in the unorganized
service sector.

We wish to compliment the
Women's Bureau for its analysis
of the weaknesses in the present
legislation. We agree thaa the
legislation has been unable to
effect the increasing gap bet-
ween the wages of men and
women because it is too narrow,
excluding workers in female
"job ghettos", and because it
incorrectly places the respon-
sibility for providing inequal-
ity on the shoulders of workers
who mav.be either.afraid to

6

take action or lack the anow-
ledge necessary..to do.it effec-
tively, and. finadly because the
present legislation lacks a
job-evaluation component.

It is clear that improved
legislation must include the
identification of a regulatory
agency that will have the author-
ity and resources to set and

enforce guidelines and in-
itiate the job-evaluation pro-
cess, As well, responsibility
for proving equality must be
shifted to the employer. With-
out these basic components the
legislation will continue to
be ineffective.

Although the working paper
prepared by the Women's Bureau
effectively pinpoints a number
of weaknesses in the existing
legislation, we would like to
raise issues related to the pro-
blems of women workirygy outside
of the home which you have not
dealt with, and which we feel
are essential to any serious
attempt to equalize the position
ol women in the workforce.

The demasnd for equal pay
for work of equal value is
essential, Yet it's proponents
often miss an important corol-
lary - . the demand for equal work.
As discussed earlier, those
relegated to the bottom of the
employment heirarchy are there
often because they lack the
experience or-formal training
required for better paying jobs.
Statistics abound which illust-
rate the under-representation
of women in the trades training
and professional schools, It
follows that if women are to
occupy an equal place in the
workforce many more resources
must be channelled into job-
training and upgrading specif-
ically for women. Increased
access to skills training and
upgrading will significantly
improve the possibility of women
achieying the goal of equal
work.,

Con?. -
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Iv 1o woaa solOguice bt
women who work .outside of +t!
nome often.carry a double rec
sponsibility. We have noted -
s2arlier that within Capitalism
women's work in the home is re-
cognized as economically
valuable and therefore not re-
warded. This devaluation of
women's work may also explain the
reluctance of governments to
provide sufficiently for such
services as daycare, lunch and
afterschool programs, adequate
maternity leave, and job-
security for part-time workers.
Yet if both the nurturing of
one's family and the work out-
side of the home are to be well
done, these services are essent-
ial. Legislators who are com-
mitted to equalizing women's
place in the labour force must
recognize that women also
carry the primary responsib-
ility for child-rearing and home
maintainance. Therefore, along
with legislation to insure
equal pay for work of equal
value, must go legislation
to protect the security of
part-time workers, to improve
maternity leave, and to provide
adequate child-care services.

We have earlier pointed out
that women largely occupy jobs
in the service industry, and
that few of these workers are
organized into unions. We recog-
nize that significant changes
in this situation are dependent
on women themselves, taking an
interest in, and publicizing
their working conditions and
wages. It is also important to
note the responsibility that
urniions holé for the unorganized.
Yet we feel that a government
that is seriously committed to
improving the equality of women
will enact legislation and, or,
provide the resources necessary
to encourace the orcanization

of unorgauisea workers. The
Women's Bureau is in an ompor.
ant position to act as a pro-
pagandizing agent in the effort
to stimulate interest in the
working conditions and wages

~f women

. summing up, Uy We Tre-.
peat .our.contention--that it.- :
i1s clear that equal pay legisl-
ation must address more than the
question of wage differentials
between men and women in the
same employment situation if
it is to have any effect on
the eradication of female "job
ghettos" and narrowing the wage
gap. Job evaluation criteria
that will truly assess skill,
effort, responsibility, and
working conditions must be
administered by an agency in-
dependent of employers and it
rmust have the teeth to enforce
the legislation. To be effec-
tive, this legislation must be
capable of upgrading thousands
of positions that are paid at
or below minimum wage. While
present social attitudes allow
women's work to be devalued,
whether in the home or in the
workplace, employers are saving
great sums of money in wages.
One of our supporters who work:
in food services for the
University of Manitoba points
out that large numbers of women
workers are paid in the lowest
salary classification regard-
less of skill or pressure or
the working conditions of the
job. It is clear that the imple-
merntation of equal pay leg-

isletion .would, in this situation,

cost the University, and there-
fore the government large

sums of money. There will
clearly be opposition to such
legislation.

con?, —>
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/et & government seriously
sommitted to equality and
‘ustice will necessarily take
such opposition in it's stride.
4s well, committed legislators
will recozgnize and act upon the
Links between equal pay leg-
talation and increased resources
far lob training and upgrading,
cnildcare programs, improved
saternity leave, end legislated
iob security for part-time :
workers. We urge the Women's
nuresu bo present thefe ggng:rns
i | P s me N 150
‘n F’;f?m‘“SPSSF‘?L%‘S@E;&“T%B@
support of Manitodba women.
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CBC.

AXES GAYS RIGHTS

‘The Gay Alliance lor. mguadity
(GAE) is being discriminated
against by the C.B.C., according
to the newspapers in the Atlantic
Region Canadian University Press.
(ARCUP) .

The C.B.C, radio stations in
Falifax, Ottawa, Toronto, Van-
couver, and Winnipeg are refusing
to run Public Service Announce-
ments for the GAE.

ARCUP, at its last regional
conference, unanimously passed a
motion to the effect "thst all
CUP papers realize that racial or
sexual bias or prejudice should
have no place in the editorial
policy of the peper and that the
editor and staff should do all in
their power to eliminate same from
society," and therefore ARCUP
papers agreed to boycott ail C.B.C.
radio advertising.

Here in Winnipeg, spokesperson
Lindi Hagberg (C.B.C, Public Re-
lations) when asked why the Win-
nipeg station did not run the
announcements, said, "we got
word from Toronto that it was too
contrcversial." Hagberg also
stated that it '"'may be offensive
to some people."

What this all means is the
C.B.C. is ignoring a large segm-
ent of the Canadian public, and
their rights.

As for the announcements
being too controversial, this is
not true as the station also run
Birthright PSA's.

At the last Uniter staff meet-
ing, an agreement was made to
support ARCUP's boycott, and
from now on the Uniter will not
run C.B.C. radio ads until they
grant air time to the GAE.




She Condilions o/ Over Lrves --..... %

T worked for Greyhound Lines ir
Winnipeg from June 1974, to A-
pril, 1975, I managed to last
that long mostly because of my
shit-job, with no responsibili-
ty or headaches., I quit in good
vart because of my 'advance-
ment' to a 'higher' position

in the Travel Bureau, with a
raise of 3¢ an hour, greatly in-
creased use as whipping-woman
and no credit. The enviable
position of sandwich,

However, I was the envy of the
other 'girls', for my position
wae indeed a major advancement.
Until Janice Letz became the
first female asbistant termin-
al manager in Winnipeg's history
my Travel Bureau was the best a
woman could hope for from Grey-
hound Winnipeg., ©6h, and a few
cents increase each year,

The jobs the women held were
clerical and switchboard oper-
ating. No women in administra-
tion. None in freight handl-
ing. -And, most important, none
in ticket selling, where the
money 1is.

Twasn't always thus, When the
depot was near Eaton's and all
lines were one, women handled
all tasks. For lousy wages, put
the responsibility and recogni-
tion was there.

Then came the new depot and div-
ision of lines into separate
companies, And the union, United

Transit Workers, based 1n Phoeni:.

and controlled by American bus
drivers.

Work was divided and catagor-
jzed., Terminal workers, as
opposed to drivers, had sever-
al stages of clerical, plat-
form, express and ticket work,
based on seniority. The jobs
were exclusive, As a system,

it probably does a good job pro-
teotins workers from e-nloifz-

-

There was now a new promotion path.
And that's where they got us. For,
as I mentioned earlier, it's the tic-
ket agents who make the bucks., And
to become a ticket agent, according
to union rules, one must progress
from platform loader to express clerk
to ticket agent. There is no other
way. And no women are hired for the
platform. (Are you kidding! Heavy
work, man! No chick could haul this!)

There is no other way for a woman

to make ticket agent, the money and
the prestige (they run the place,)
Ch, one could go on tickets for the
summer rush, but when she bumped
back to clerical work when no longer
needed, she'd have lost all her sen-
iority. However, the men (= plat-
form loaders and express clerks)
suffered no such seniority loss,

The women, then, were denied the
possibility of advancement not only
by a sexist administration but by a
sexist union. All a woman can ex-
pect, unless it's changed since I
left, is to climb the seniority lad-
ier within her own classification,
‘'here is nowhere to go except, say,
to the Travel Bureau, a dead-end
job, as it is run by a ticket agent.,

dhy did we put up with this? Well,
partly apathy and partly lack of or-
zanization and effective leadership.
But primarily because of union re-
sistance, United Transit is a male-
run, driver-run union, Not only were
we women, but terminal workers to
boot, We submitted a proposal for
change in promotion route everytime
contract negotiations came up. The
submission made it no further than
the local union rep.

low, that's a breach of union rules,
as all proposals are supposed to go
to the main union office. But it is
a breach the union condoned,

Cne woman, lfay, has been with Grey-
aund Winripeg for over 25 years,

on? -»
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Londitions .....continued

She's maintained herself since

she was widowed, She's been a
near invalid with arthritis for
years, Lay had a large amount
of responsibility at the old C 3
terminal, She knows the workings' their homes had risen to

of the place inside and out. just about two million (1,
now she is limited to handing £03,870) ...an increase of

out schedule times and taking 506%,

abuse, She's making a lot more .

money than she did when non=- The trend has continued., The

unionized, but as a terminal revised (i.e., using the new

dlerk it is low combared to labour force survey) annual

those in other classifications, averages for 1975 shows that

gopecially in view of 25 year'e there were 2,204,000 married

work, Canadian women in the labour
force, with a participation

rate of 41,6%, In September

1976, there were 2,380,000

narrled women in the 1abour force,

resulting in a participation

rate of 43,9%,

While in 1951, there were
less than 300,000 married
women in the work force-

by 1971 the numbers of mars-
ried women working outside

'er dueg are the same as every-
oouy alse's, including drivers,
wno make avout three +1ne: her
wage, There is no slidiry

lﬂ (

scale,
Ty the way, Greyvhound Vinni- in lianitoba in 1971, there were
e~ is a elosed shop. Joon ! 91,120 married women in the
starting work thera, every- latour force-a participation
one nust sien a ple dJe of loyal~ rate of 40,47%, These women com-
N, ~'Q the union D is Chau'\f]g{g';.. }’JYJ'.’S,EB(}. (-1,\/; of the total female
iatie angd e’lub. T never coli- labour force, More recent data
o% da :;;pl* bound to that for llanitoba is not available,
Ll ¢ aigned it under due but it can be assumed that there
ress, believe I am breaking hag Deen a continuing increase
- 20V, : . of married women in the labour
. Torce since the participation

K

rates for women of all ages
have continued to increase
The revised data for 1975 showed
an average of 159,000 women in
the lanitoba labour force, with
e participation rate
e "he age groups with
shest participation rates
24 (67,.6%) and 25-44
29/%). Tn September 1976 there
175,000 women in the labour
-2 particivation rate of
b6,7%, Again, the age groups
Je0t~ with the higshest Dert101patlon

en's Canadian Club in Sex
swber, 1975, larc Lalonde, rates were 20-24 (70,1%) and
inister of Health and Weifare 25~bh (54.%%). The years from
anc ';,ﬂsﬁer regpongible for ace 20%0 4w arve the main child-bearing
thv atus of Vomern, made the 3 child-rearing -years for women, which
£ L‘ow;n' statement about work- loade to the ascsumption that there are
ins women in Zanada: alao more workwny mothers than in the

.[‘J,u \,‘1,71 ous .y calrSe \:,/

-f
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Tne Oreanization of working women
ie one z2roup that believes women can

berin to chanze the conditions of
worc throuzh our own unions. The
following article is reprinted from

Me 3unerior wWoman.

fhe Oreganization of Working wWomen' s
aims can e summed up in four words:
jobs, union, health, and daycare.

Their activities include:
1.ecucating workers to understand that

equal vay does not lead to loss of
|J B2

.ouqninv for training by skills,
not =zex,

3. cetting more women involved in get-
ting into the union hierarchy by teachli-
ing them varliamentary procedure and
how to make suggestions (Crace Hartman
and Shirley Carr are exceptioms. Yet

women are very militant and stay longer
on the picket lines, e.g. during canada

ackers strike).

4.pushing for equal opportunity leg-

islation,

5.pushing for more and better daycare
facilities, especially since the
Harderson Report to cut back day-
care,

6.tryins to improve the health of

women in industry-(Growth on hands

gavelop from repetitious movements

on the assembly line. Cashiers

develop ﬂ?lfnuent problems with

shoulders and backbones after stand-

ing for 20 years in the same position
at work. Assembly line fatigue is
a commor: complaint.)

7.doinz research on organizing women
to determine what methods are most
effective,

€.offerin: consultation services

on organizing women (A panel of
speakers are avallable to speak to
Ontario unions.)

The C“ Iormed as the result of
an IWY coni'erence on worker women
at 'umber College. It is Toronte
based but has liason with civil
service unions federally as well

as interested people in Thunder
Bay, Familton, B.C., and the
Atlantic provinces. Nurses'
associationg. civil service
alliances, teacher associations,
the CBC women Producers Assoc-
iation, and manufacturing unions
are involved. They feel that if
they concentrate on building
strength in Toronto, one of the
larger industrial centres in
Canada, they will better be able to
serve all Canadian working women
They have the support of the Toronto
Labour Council and support (in-
cluding financial) from most
unions. The OWW decided against
beinz an ong own women's union
because they lleved that they
need to be members of established
unions in order to influence
these unions. They are not a
dual union. They are just doing
what has not been done for 07

of trade union members, Although
corme women have criticized them

for working with the establish-
ment, i.e. the trade unions, the

NWsays this is s startinh place
end things lave been accomplished
through the unions.

7/& Sepaerior Woman /‘s/oa.é//{ tizd 1n
Sawdt Ste. Havie
Ik
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The following comments on the ' .
womens movement and unions is taken
from a pamphlet entitled "Women,
the Unions and Work...." which
was published jointly byl the London
Wages for Housework Committee (for-
merly Power of Women Collective) anc
Falling Wall Press in 1976. We hav«
attempted to excerpt those comments
most pertinent to our own struggle
which has meant leaving out a lot
of significant examples and points.
For clarification and further read-
ing please refer to the original
pamphlet.

“It is particularly urgent

for a feminist analysis of the
unions to be available now,
Working class resistance to
work, waged and unwaged, has
thrown profits into crisis on

a world level, In response,
trade unions and government

have together constructed an
attack to which women are central.
Prices are raised, real wages
are cut, and social services
are run down or abolished,
Governments could not have done
this without the unions. In
Britain this is especially
clear., A Conservative government
could not have assaulted us

as the ILabour Party has the
unions as their instrument.
Between the ILabour Party and
the unions, women face the most
concerted attack since the
Second World War, We are being
sent back home wothout a wage

to work twice as hard as before,
Cur "flexible" working day

at home is- streched to breaking
point, cushioning the impact

of the State's attack on others,
The State calculates that our
unwaged housework will bridge
every gap in wages and social
services, Every plan they make
is premised on our work. They

con? —»



have tried to use women to
subsidise men's wages, to make
up in extra work at home for
the drop in money coming in,
At the same time they have
tried to use unemployed men
and wageless women to further
undermine wages,?

%rom the Introduction to
Women, the Unions and Work...'
London Jages for Housework
Committes (formerly Power of

Women Collective) TLondon,

June 1976

"There are more ways than one in
which the women's movement can be
co-opted and be cut off from the
possibilities of becoming an auto-
nhomous and revolutionary political
movement., Cne is that we will assist
capitalism to introduce and integrate

women into new facets of its exploitati:

relations, The Financial Times of
.9 March, 1971, has made clear to
those backward capitalists who have
not realised it yet, how useful we
can be,

i

'30

« oo 'he thousands of trained girls
who come out of the universities
every year are despérately anxious
to escape from the triple trap of
teaching, nursing, or shorthand-
typing...

ilany of these girls are clearly

of high ability, and they constitute
a vool from which skilled middle
manacenent could be drawn. They
would be as hard working and con-
scientious as only a grateful out-
gider could be, and it is conceivable
that, in spite of the equal pay
legislation, they might not cost

as much as male equivalents, at
least in the first instance., Ve
will use such women, in increasing
numbers, when we realise that they
exist and feel able to recognise
their qualities, Until then, a2 good
deal of talent that is costing a
lot of money to train in our uni-
versitiesg will continue to be
wasted, and British industry will
have failed to see a source of
renewed energy and vitality that

is before itsg very eyes,

cont. —»
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"This use of rebellicn, for the purvose
of developing cavrital with 'renewed
snergy and vitality', is not new and
rot confined to women, For capitalisnm

t o -

0 CO=-0pt every
tn renew itself with our
ouy vitalityv, and with
3 m

.
e whee
help of a minority of the

and

e

s central to its nature
colonial world whon the
“e self-government Y e:
ruled by 'grateful cutsiders’
tnexamine how we are to
closely and carefully if we
nrevent ourselves Ifraom
to assist capitalism %o be less
hackward and in the process further
enslaving ourselves, rather than

-

e 1o

orcanising only

organising to destroy it which is
vhe only possible process of liber-

ostion,

"A major issue on which we have
swallowed their orientation and been
co-opted to defeat our own movement
has been on the question of union-
izing women....

"ihat has been the role of trade
unions specifically in relation to
women?

"1. They have helped to maintain
unequal rates of pay despite the
hrave attempts by individual wowmen
(and some men) trade unionists to
zive this issve priority. As a
matter of fact, once unions ask fov
a percentage wage rise, and not theo
same rise for all, they not only .
confirm inequality of wages but
further widen the gap between men
and women -- and of course between
men and men too....

.

oD

MeNaught Syndeate, Ine 2.2

“If you think this machine is complex, you
should see the woman it replaced.”

‘They have never organized a
struggle for equal pay....

"2. Grading is the basis for un-
equal pay where men and women work
together., The unions take for
granted job categories which have
keplh women lower paid‘and will con-
tinue to under the edual pay act.
Even more, they worry that equal
pay for women might 'disturb' the
wage differentials among different
grades of men....The question of
sgual pay is not only about the
double exploitation of women and
young people. "It is about the way
capital has carved up the whole
class into grades and corresponding
waze rates so that groups of worker:
see their interests as different
from other groups =-- for example,
men in relation to women.

"3. They have not tried very hard
to zet us into unions.... We're not
straightferward like men, you see.

e have all these problems of kids
and husbands and extreme exploita-~
tion. They don't really want us in
the unions, although the dues are
useful and we don't compete for their
union jobs.

"Yet note: if there is a rash
of strikes or sit-ins for equal pey
or for anything else, the unions
will be falling over backwards to
tring women in....
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"li. But for those of us who are
deprived of wages for our work, who
are full-time housewives and do not
have jobs outside the home, unions
don't know we exist. When capital
pays husbands they get two workers,
‘not one. The unions are organiza-
tions which are supposed to protect
(some) workers in (some) work insti--
tutions. Waged workers have organ-
ized unions (not the other way
round, by the way -- workers organ-
ize unions, not unions workers) and
haveorganized them to deal with
their waged work situation. A
housewife's work situation is the
home, and every woman who does
waged work (except the rich) also
does unwaged work, is also a house-
wife. Yet when husband and father
and brother are taking strike deci-
sions which we have to support, we
have no part in deciding the kind of
action or the issues on which we
fight. We get very little for our-
selves -- if we win, not even some
of the credit. Has anybody pointed
out how much every strike of men is
dependent on the support of women?
The unions ensure that the struggle
is segregyated and women can partici-
pate only as auxiliaries....

"5, Until recently the capitalist
class with the help of unions had
convinced men that if they got a
rise in pay they got a rise in stan-
dard of living. That's not true,
and women always knew it. They give
men a pay packet on Friday and take
it back from us on Saturday at the
supermarket. We have to organize
the struggle for the other side of
wages =-- against inflation -- and
that can only be done outside the
unions, first because they only deal
with the money we get and not with
what we have immediately to give
back; and second because they limit
their fight -- such as it is -- only
to that workplace where you get
wages for being there, and not where
your work involves giving the money
back.

Co ‘5, 5

"It is not simply that they don't
organise the shoppers; it is Fhat
the union prevents such organisation,
by following organisationally the
way capital is organised: a fragmen-
ted class, divided into those who
have wages and those who don't. The
unemployed, the old, the ill, child-
ren and housewlves are wageless, So
the unions ignore us and thereby
separate us from each other and from
the waged. That is, they structural-
ly maeke a generalised struggle im-
possible. This is not because they
are bureaucratised, this is why:
their functions are to mediate the
struggle in industry and keep it
separate from struggles elsewhere,
Because the most concentrated poten-
tial power of the class 1s at the
point of production of commodities
which are things, the unions have
convinced the wageless that only at
that point can a struggle be waged
at all., This is not so, and the
most striking example has been the
organisation of the black community...

"You will see by now that I be-
lieve in order to have our own poli-
tics we must make our own analysis
of women and therefore our own an-
alysis of the whole working class
struggle....there 1s no class 'in
general’ which doesn't include us

and all the wageless.

"...a feminist movement based

on autonomous class politics is
the only viable alternative. Un-
til we create that, we will con-
tinue to snipe at each other, and
always as a reaction to what men
are doing.

"Now the first thing that will
pop into the heads of some of us
is the benefit to be derived from
unions.... But it is the way work-
ers get unions formed, organising
together and almost always going
on strike, that abolishes the slave
conditions, not the unions, It is
their power that brings the union
in and it is their power that
abolishes slave conditions. The
union has become a symbol of this
power,..but the power is the work-

ers',
con’. »
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"Secondly, if you go into a union
or a non-union factory or office
where both men and women are work-
ing, you'll almost always see that
the mén are not as pressed as the
women. Their working speed is slow-
er than women's, they take more time
in the toilet, to smoke, to breathe.
That also has to do, not with unions,
but with power: Women come into in-
dustry less powerful than men, for
the obvious reason of their mani- °
fold oppression through patriarchy.
Their basic wagelessness and result-
ing dependence on men is the form
patriarchy takes under capitalism;

and this situation is int i
as the myth of femalg igcgggg%tgfd

which in turn reinforces the basic
situation. But in addition, women
have an actual minority status in
industry. So they are uncertain
not only of their own capacities
but of the support they will re-
ceive from men and from the unions
which are now identified primarily
with men.

"The very structure of the unions
puts women off, All those rules and
regulations and having to talk at
meetings and having meetings at night
when we are putting our children to
bed and washing up, often confirm
to us that we are 'backward'. We
know these feelings well, We formed
a movement because of them....

"But if the power of the unions
is an expression of the power of
. the class, and if unions have in
essential respects been working
against our interests as women
and therefore against the working
class, then we must organise that
power, not those unions....

"6. Finally there is the ques-
tion of women and 'unemployment'.
First of all, we know that only
rich women are unemployed -- that
is, do no work.,. Whether or not
welre in jobs, nost of us work like
hell., The only thing is that we

are wageless is we don't formally
hire ourselves out to a particular
capitalist and instead work in our
kitchens creating and servicing
workers for the capitalist class in
general, It is characteristic that
the unions and the labour exchanges
(i.e. wage slave markets) in Scotland
have made a deal not to give jobs
to married women....they -- the un-
ions and government -- figure we
can be depended upon not to 'give
trouble'. That is how we have been
used all the time, and we have to
prove them wrong or fold up. This
damn capitalist class and their
damn unions must not be able to
count on our guiescence any more
over anything....
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"And this is the heart of the
issue. The government, acting in
the interests of the capitalist
class in general, has created unem-
ployment in the hope that, instead
of fighting for more pay and less
work, we will be glad for the crumbs
that the master lets fall from his
table....

"Women, the Unions and Work" by
Selma James (originally presen-
ted as a discussion paper at a
national conference of the
“lomen's Liberation Movement in
Britain in 1972)

"The working class has always
created the organisational tools
to wage its battles....

"The organisations which the
working class will create--for
creativity on a massive internation-
al scale can only come from the
working class--we cannot predict.
But the movement of women is not
outside of that class or its crea-
tivity. We are part of that revol-
ution--otherwise we are part of the
counter-revolution-- and we must
create the autonomous organization-
al network with other women which
is an essential ingredient of class
power., The autonomous organisation-
al network is based neither on an
abstract sisterhood nor on dividing
women again by the class of their
husbands and fathers, but on the
fact that we are all capital's
house slaves, Some women will
struggle to escape from this indi-
vidually, by joining with the power
of the master., Mpst of us don't
even have any choice but to organise
to destroy the power of the master.
That struggle to destroy the master's
power is feminist struggle, the
struggle of the wageless worker
against being wageless and there-
fore against being a worker,

"There may be times when we can
use the unions. But that is a tactic,
Our strategy springs from autonomy
so that we wil no% be used as we
have been used for so long by a class
struggle dominated by men, and man-
aged by the unions which dominate
women and men,

"As we women massively transform
the terms of struggle, enlarge the
arena of struggle, and increase our
power, it becomes increasingly ur-
gent for the feminist movement to
decide between women on the one
hand and unions and work on the
other.

""he Perspective of Winning" by
Selma James. Detroit., May, 1973.
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Ther: is no difference between being raped - '$Rer1?,
and being pushed down a flight of cement steps
except that the wounds slso hleed inside.

There is nodifference hetween bteing raped
and being run over by a truck
except that afterward men asked if you enjoyed it.

There s no difference between being raped

and being bit on the ankle by a rattlesnake
except that people ask if your skirt were short
and why were you out alone anyhow.

Trhere is no difference between being raped
and going head first through a windshield
except that afterward you are afraid

not of cars

but half of the humen race.

The rapist is your boyfriend's brother.

He sits beside you in the movies eating popcorn.
Rape fattens on the fantasies of tie normal male
like a maggot in garbage.

Fear of rape is a cold wind blowing

all of the time on a woman's hunched back. _
Never to stroll alone on a sand road through pine woods,
never to climb a trail across a bald

without that aluminum in the mouth

when I see a man climbing toward me,

Never to open the door to a knock

without that razor just grazing the throat.
The fear of the dark side of hedges,

The back seat of the car, the empty house
rattling keys like a snake's warning.

The fear of tie smiling man

in whose pocket is a knife.

The fear of the serious man

in whose fist is locked hatred.

All it takes to cast a rapist is to be able to see your body
as jackhammer, as blowtorch, as adding-machine-gun.

All it takes is hating that body .
your own, your own self, your muscle that softens to flab.

All it takes is to push what you hate,

what you fear onto the soft alien flesh.

To bucket out invisible as a tank

armored with treads without senses

to possess and punish in one act,

to rip up pleasure, to murder those who dare
live in the leafy flesh open to love.



RAPE

A, I'd been drinking with
another woman and we went

to the Dominion Cafe on

Jarvis Ave, for coffee,

She asked one of her friends
to give me a ride home, So

I got in the car with this

guy and his two friends.

They drove out to IMcPhillips
to a field, At this point

I realized there was another
carload of guys following us.
When the car stopped, I

jumped out and started running,
The first one caught me and
ripped my bluejeans right off
me and started right to it.
The way it was done, it was co
animalistic and so hard I

just fainted,

So the next day I woke up
in a dirty old house on Jarvis
Ave, with probably the re-
mainder of one of the seven
guys on top of me, Well I
just freaked out, The next

UJcnrdGu%

24 nours I just can't remenmber
but I got to a hospital,

St, Boniface Hospital. I was
ripped wide open, all in the
top.

It was a typical situation
of a gang bang, I was so sick
I had to sit in the bathtub,

I went back to the hospital
two weeks later, and they told
me I had gonorrhea, So I was
on penicillin for awhile,

Then I started getting
hauseous and went back again
to thehos pital and found out
that I was pregnant,

I decided not to throw the
guy 1n jail because I checked
on the guy, he was married,
with kids, and all his welfare
cheques went to his kids-they
would have had to live with
the stigma of the father in jail,

And the alchohol too, the
fuys were all drunk, and I was
drunk, I blame myself more
than anvone in this situation,

S

CAN RAPE EXIST IN MARRIAGE?
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- L. Banken

A Tew weeks ago, a group of WO~
m2n met to discuss 'OO*t rape'.,

e were not all that clear on
what soft rape is, and spent a
<ood three hours trying to de-
fine it, We never did come out
with a simple, csuccinet defini-
tion, but did decide on some chare-
acteristic features:

s0ft rape involves no beatings,
weapons, or overt physical
threats, The soft rapist uses
the woman's own cullt, or sense
of reonon910111n , desire for a
fe14f¢oncth, onfdsion, ambi-
valence, whatever, as leverage

to &ch:eve his ends., Soft rape
1w varticularly destructive to
victim as she seems to be an
>omplice to her own rape, and
lety, the rapist and herself
the responsibility for the
act in soft rape on her
ulders, Soft rape is a common
oerience for any women involved
xlally with men, As a friend
"Of course I've thought
dbuut soft rape, I'm married!"

e R
Do oy
C-f()q(‘u

T
N4
[

aanw
W(‘Dr\"‘
l._q\,.
,_‘u

]
Ui

Soft rape is gsuch a common thing
that a lot of people, men and
women, wouldn't recognize it as
rape, As we talked in the group,
we found ourselves remembering
more and more instances in our
lives which we could now see,
not as ‘bad csex, or sex sooner
than we'd planned, but as rape,
Yventually, we wound up trying
to define and differentiate be-
tween seduction and soft rape,
And found it no easy task,

Society declares itself against
rape, but what we call soft
rape is widely accepted., It is
often seen simply as sex and
usually wears the disguise of
seduction, or 'No means yes

or "She'll like it when we get
into-.1t.?
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Rape ig an act of aggression,
However, it is the sexual aspect of
rare, rather than the violence, by
which the crime has been defined.

If one accepts the aggression in
rape, then one must accept the penis
can be, and is, used as a weapon,
This is neither morally nor sex-
vally flattering to men, But if one
downplays the aggression, then one
may see the rapist as unfortun-
ately overcome by his own sexual-
ity, because of virility or foolish-
ness, through temptation or madness.
Rape is unacceptable, but only when
defined as rape, And it is not so
defined in war, marriage, where there
is no penile-vaginal penetration,.
Or in soft rape, or any rape where
gex is arn issue. Card. 3
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By practise, there is no rape in
war, for to be seen as a crime, an

act must be held to be either against

society or a person, In war, the
enemy is rarel¥ granted the status
of 'person', or the rape of a non-
person to be labled a crime, society
must recognize the crime, Society
is the army...

By law, there is no rape in mar-
riage, for a wife gives permanent,
non-conditional consent to her hus-
band, simply by marrying him, It's
illegal for a man to beat his wife,
but then, that's not sex.

Rape is non-consenting intercourse,
If one believes rape to be primar-
ily sexual, then one will see the
issue of consent as wvalid, even
though sexual feelings are on the
part of the man only., Did she, or
did she not want it? Or: you can't
thread a moving needle., It is dif-
ficult imagining one willingly giv-
ing money to an attacker, but when
it comes to a woman giving her body,
“it's easy.

Rape 1s legally defined as forced

22

degree of importance of forced
penetrations and to assess the
value of parts of a woman's body,
And what's more important than
her vagina?

If rape is seen as primarily sex-
ual, then society has assessed
male sexual aggression and judged
it acceptable, up to some indef-
inite, fuzzy breaking point,

This fuzzy braking point on the
-pectrum of sexual behavior is
where seduction shifts over to
rape, It's what might be called
'soft' or 'petty' rape. It's rape
where the sexual aspects so ob-
scure the fact of the assualt

that it is often (usually) not
accepted as rape.

Seduction is an acceptable prac-
tise, The seducer is a roman-
tic hero, We're all fo us, wo-
men and men, trained to expect
and accept it, In the trans-
cript which follows, we tried to
decide what is seduction and
what soft rape, Commonly, it
seems, seduction means when both
partners are happy and willing,

And Agamemnon dead,

A shudder in the loins engenders there
The broken wall, the burning roof and tower

Reing so caueht up,
So mastered by the brute blood of the air,
Did she put on his knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let her drop?

Yeats, Ileda and the Swan

penile-vaginal intercourse., Y‘here-
fore, forced anal or oral penetra-
tions are not rape, WNeither is

it rape if anything but the penis
is used as the weapon, The idea
of rape as sex has been much at
work here, "Normal" sexual in-
tercourse has been used as the
model for rape laws, although

anl and oral rape are just as hor-
rible to the victim, It has been
thought necessary to decide the

or when one person is so ambiva-
lent or confused as to be unable
to act against the sex, It's
quite possible for one of a coup-
le to see- something as seduc-
tion and the other to see it as

rape.

I don't accept the idea of seduc-
tion at all, but it's taken me
a long, long time to come to that,
It took me a long time to learn
to say no, then to say no w%gh—
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out feeling responsible or guilty
for his erection, What probably

- saved me from more miserable sit-
uations was an almost complete ob-
. liviousness to come-ons, As good
a defense as any, in what we've
been wryly calling the Battle of
the Sexes.

We were right, Sex, seduction,
it's an adversary situation. And
our weapons don't fit the field.
We've been trained to work within
the parameters of male protection
and we're not prepared for the
failure of that protection., We're
taught it is the woman's role to
determine the extent of the sex-
ual involvement, while we protect
the male ego from confrontation,
That leaves us hoping for under-
standing, while faced with some-
body in single-minded pursuit of
penetration,

In soft rape, there is no knife,
no sudden attack, Soft rapists
are men who make use of our own
confusion to win through to their
ends., Soft rapists make use of

- the assumption that if you don't
say no with sufficient force (and
who decides the sufficiency?)
then the answer is yes, Somehow,
they never see the go-ahead sig-
nal as a definite yes, and any-
thing else as a no,

In the tape, which we could not
print in full, we found that as
we talked about soft rape, we
kept sliding over into talk about
sexuality and sexual rights,
Understanding our right to feel
no, as well as to say it; to de-
fine our sexuality ourselves,
rather than through men, was cen-
tral to our understanding soft
rape., As we talked, we remem-
bered more and more instances
which we could now define as
rape, but which we once called
seduction, And we could see

why we feel, and are seen as,
accomplices to our own rapes:

Cord >
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‘SOFT RAPE" Comnv

-We should've retained con-
trol.

-We should've been more
forceful or clear,

-Our bodies got turned on,
We wanted sex, but not then
or that way. But who are
you gonna believe, your
body or you?

-We didn't want to lose
a relationship and this is
the price you pay.

-We're frigid,

That's the real force of

soft rape, That's what makes
soft rapists even morevic-
ious than hard rapists, for
they prey on your mind as
well as your body., That does
not make them abnormal or
their actions unacceptable,
however, until their actions
are redefined as unaccept-
able,

We ended the tape talking
about anger.,  For until we
recognize, accept and act on
our anger, we remain victims
and we can't expect to be seen
as otherwise., Although we do
expect just that, always,

3

EZxtradition Papers

Here are the concessions
for my removal:

The landscape cauterized;

The walls knocked out of the ghost;

A disease so slow to spread
That each cell

Forgets its way to the next;
Time for the interlocutor

To draw out a cradle of veins
To hold between his hands;

29.

That he finds the miscalculation,

And its axis
As each day returns
Will gradually subtract.

Janie Kennon

Aunt Prudence

An orange and banana
eveninge

(Now it is time, she said)
silent to her

except for the colours
knocking about in her
brain,

The house

spoke to her feet

drew her to the freezer
with a package of cigarettes
wravved up as a gift
addressed to

herself,

She carried seven

cigarettes in her other hand
left one behind the televisio:
set one balanced '
on the red lampshade,

five others sticking

in a flower pot

with dead snowdrops.

Behind the freezer door

she moved the stiff hamburger
on top of the steak,

slipped the ribboned box
beside three cold oranges

and a paralyzed banana,

Susan Vaulkhard
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Waylaid on her trip to Texas and raped.

WW OMEN CAME cheap in the Old West. In some
BAB ways they were treated like cattle. :
When William Cardwell, an erstwhile Cherokee strip
miner, became hard up financially he announced that
he was going to sell his wife to the highest bidder.

The sale came off in the autumn of 1894 outside
Cardwell’s cabin in Guthrie, Oklahoma. There were
half a dozen bidders present, and, as the woman was
buxom and pretty, bidding was spirited. John Iqsley, a
grass widow of Guthrie, secured the woman, bidding
$100 in cash, a colt revolver, a horse and a lot of house-
hold furniture.

The wife seemed to be wholly unconcerned about the
matter and departed with Insly, smiling, after he had
turned over the amount of his bid. The pair, soon af-
terwards, left for Texas in a covered wagon.

But before they traveled too far out-of-town, a group
of masked men on horseback a.mbughed the couple.

G

They took the woman to a ngagaby-rayine, tied her to a
tree stump, and took turnd ge gYher; then they
untied her and brought her back tothe covered wagon.

THE :

RAPE
TAPES:

M: We want to talk about soft
rave or I think grey rape is
what you call it?

's Yes, that's what the Rape
Crisis Centre calls it. The
kind of rape that would probably
never make it to the courts.

L: Germaine Greer calls it petty
rape,

B. When you asked me to partic-
ipate, I didn't think I had any-
thing to contribute because I
didn't think I had ever been
raped. Then I started to think
about some of my - sexual ex-
periences and I decided that I
was raped. And I guess you
could call it soft rape., It was
somebody that I'd been going out
with for a few months and you
know, right through the whole
spectrum of dating and petting
and it came to this particular
important event and the big day
was his graduation in Gimli
where he was getting his wings
snd I was invited to go. I

knew a few of the fellows and

it was a really good evening.
Arrangements had been made with
my parents that I would be stay-
ing there because they didn't
want him driving me back after
drinking. They had confidence
in him and figured that he would
take good care of me. I was go-
ing to be staying in a motel.

So after the dance, he takes me
back to the motel. wWe were sit-
ting in the car for about 10-15
minutes saying goodnight and you
know, we kiss and the whole thing
and then he leaves. And I'm
feeling really good. I wasn't
Arunk or anything. I take all
my clothes off, get into bed,
and was sort of semi-asleep and
I hear 3 key at the door. The

Can® ‘9
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door opens. e comes in.’ :
comes in to stay. I didn't: know
what to do. He proceeds to take
his clothes off and comes into bed.
And, well, things are a little bit
foggy. I guess I was eighteen,
maybe not quite eighteen. But I
remember struggling all night,
trying to get him out of the bed,
get him off me, get his hands off
me, no I don't want to, you know
and then finally sort of drifting
off to sleep, and then in the
morning, the whole thing started
all over again, you know., I

guess at one point I just sort of
figured, well, what am I going to
do? And then, sort of deciding
that I'm going to make some kind
of a little game out of it and
pretend that it's something that

I want, you know, getting chased
around the room, aha, ha, ha.

But I didn't want to be there, I
didn't want this guy to fuck me,
and I didn't know what to do about
it. I was in a strange place,
miles away from home, nobody I
could call - so I just, it
happened.

He went away and I didn't care if
I ever saw him again. I never
considered myself raped. I think
I just figured that because it

was - had been sort of a relation-
ship, this was sort of 0.K. and it
was something that was expected of
me, even though I didn't want it,
Ijust got caught up in it.

wrestling-;
hours tru;gllnr
with a woman in

Jith cobwebs between elbows and krnees,
I say that I ahte Vlol@nce’

there have been street fights:

two wills glaring eye to eye arnm

ror my soul or hers

Purdy, MNotes on

D. That's really under-
standable,

L. I have been in similar
situations which I would
now define as rape. I
think you have to define
these things as rape in
your own head before you
respond that way. If you
don' t call it danger then
you're not going to respond
as yow would in a ‘Hanger-
ous situation, right? If
I didn't call it rape then
it was seduction. I would
recognize it as a situation
out of control if I res-
ponded as if I had been
attacked. But I just did
not think of it as any-
thing like that. And also
you're going to lose the
guy, if he's at all imp-
ortant to you, you know.
You're going to have to
change your evaluation

of the whole relation-
ship.

D. Did you take itbas
seduction?

L. The first time I was
raped? The first time I
had sex? Ya, I was at a
party and someone slipped

Cark D

a Fictional Character
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some drugs on me, 1 guess
it was acid, I don't know.
I recognized that some-
thing bad was happening

to me so I called a friend
whom I %new knew about

tne world of drugs. file
tood me to a Crisis Centre
where I completely freaked
out., T was quite self-
destructive, too. This
Juy who was a worker there
held me and calmed me and
the whole bit, The Crisis
Centre shut down -

D. And you were left there
all alone?

L. Ya, everybody had to
leave and I couldn't go
home so he took me to his
rooms. We had this scene
where we were sitting on
thie bed and - I can't re-
member very much at all.

I presume that either I
figured that we would just
sleep and there would be
no hassle - but what wound
up happening was both of
us in bed and - he screwed
me and I didn't want to be
screwed. And I think part
of it was I was feeling as
if, because of the drugs,
I was a very evil person,
I did not accept this as
anything I wanted and I
felt very evil about the
sex. Virginity was really
important to me then. I
hadn't been beaten, I didn't
put up any kind of struggle.
I was just exhausted., I
don't know if I would have
had any more willpower if
T hadn't been on drugs...
I just sort of thought of
it as going to bed with
him.

But the next day I was ex-
tremely upset and extreme-
ly ashamed but I remember
being very angry at him

because I krnew he hadn't
used birth control. I was
very angry at him; I con-
sidered myself a child at
the time, I was eighteen,
no, seventeen, and I
hougi:t this was'not a
good initiation., I could
have potten pregnant.

But it took me & long time
to call it rape. Although
the aftereffects were really
bad., But it took me until

a friend was raped to call
it rape.

D. Did you think of it as
seduction?

L. Oh, ya. Obviously I
didn't get turned on so he
told me I wasn't a real wo- -
man., And that really bo-
thered me,

B. Ya I remember the guy
unpleasantly and blaming
myself for making such a
poor selection, for a guy
to spend time with and sort
of choose from a number of
people. Ya, that was poor
judgement... Cons 9



A. T remember thinking
that. My first experience
with sexual intercourse was
a rape situation too. It's
interesting because I did
define it as rape in my ownf
head but I knew that no-one A
else would so I decided to [
just forget 1it. L
Mine was a2 weird situation.,
The lever the guy used on -
me was, well you're a lib-- P,
erated woman, aren't you? ’
Why can't you get into this
free love trip? And that
really got to me., Plus the A\
fact that I was drunk and 1
knew I couldn't make it up
the stairs by myself,

I was at a Conference on
the situation in ghettos.

We had had a celebration that
night. It was the second
time in my life that I had
been drunk, and I couldn't
handle my liquor at all,

This guy was somebody that

I really, really admired,'
intellectually and for what
he was doing with his work.
It was so strange.

i

It was a very old building
and he took me back to this
elevator that wasn't working.
We were necking and everyone
else went to their rooms. We
had been talking about sex-
uality and all of a sudden he
wanted to do something, not
Just talk about it. He laid
this trip on me about being

a liberated woman. I remem-
ber being angry at the time.
He wasn't at all gentle, T
was angry that he didn't care
that he was hurting me or that
he didn't settle down and take
it easy+ 'n

I didn't have any hang-ups
about losing my virginity but
I did about the manner in which

it was happening. It reslly
made me angry, I mean the fact
that he wouldn"t listen

to me, Then I remembered try-
ing to get up and being so

dumb I couldn't co-ordinate
myself very well. I got really
dizzy and had to sit down and
the 1t started all over again
with him,

L. This guy whom I was
mildly interested in for
awhile came over to my place.
We were in the kitchen, had
some cider-alchohol, okay, no
that's not going to go to
court-and he came on with this
pitch. I was very confused
because I liked the guy, I
wanted to continue seeing
this guy but I didn't want to
go to bed with him right
then. This thing went on and
on and I wound up getting
extremely upset., I was
extremely upset because I
didn't know how to get it
through his head., I was
engry at myself becausenI
didn't know how to say = Lay
the fuck off me! I didn't
know how to sey it! I was
chastizing myself as this went
on. T was very angry because
e
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I was sexually turned on-or

my body was but I did not want
to hesve intercourse. Now that's
quite an understandable situation
because-well, people talk

about sex as intercourse. " I
glept with him only if we

had intercourse or I made love
with him only if we had
‘ntercourse, But everything
else they call foreplay-which

is sex! Okay so my body was
responding to the sex but in

nis terms that meant I wanted

te have intercourse with him,
ere I am sending out these
signals " I want to have
intercourse with him and I don't
want to." I was having a real
battle with my body so we

wound up with this thing in

my bedrcom. It was incomplete
intercourse, For a long time

I didn't call it rape,;Ivoallpd
it attempted rape or I didn't
call it sex I called it attempted
sex but I would call it soft wape
now.

A. That's a periect example
of how all of our experiences
with men are defined by their
experience, not our experience.

L. That's how rapeuvis described
legally as well as in their terms.
It has to be penis-vagina, Now
what I just described is not rape
in their terms,

B. Other things are put under
gross indecency or sodomy.

A, I don't have the problem
you were talking about with
mixed responses. If I don't
want them my body doesn't
respond.

B. Ya, but that doesn't stop
them either. It just makes for
a nicer tight cunt or something.
That's what they say!

L. Well T was in a relationship
with a guy for quite awhile and
eventually what happened was
going on-because everything was
going down and we were well-

what goes with me is sexual
response, like, just forget it.
What was happening was that he
would start to fondle or
whatever and there wouldn't be
very much foreplay except

he would check the vaginal area
to see if I were wet, But after
awhile he'd just start shoving in.
And I, didn't well because he

was a very important person to me
and because I was upset at myself
for being -frigid. I didn't tell
him to stop this till one day I
told him no and he did it anyway.
I defined that as rape and

told him that he had raped me

and he had a fit on the spot.

@
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He too wanted it all but
was too busy

getting on

with the business

of getting it

to have 1it,

Kearns, The Business

A, T would guess most of, or
I would say at least half of
my sexual experiences have
been soft rape. And most of
those situations were ones in
which I had a high regard for
the person and did like them
and did want to have a reation-
ship with them, and did want
to have sex with them from
time to time but maybe not in
that particular situation

and not under those circum-
stances. I wasn't prepared
to sacrifice the whole rel-
ationship because of one bad
sexual experience, Women
don't assume that they can

do that.

D. I was just thinking of
the movie (Not a Pretty Pic-
ture). What I took the guy
as sayvingz was, 0.K., that
women seem to want to be
raped., But, I think, he

was failing to make the dis-
tinction between wanting to
be taken forcefully and want-
ing to be— wanting and rape-
you can't put them together.

A. Yeah, they're a mutually
exclusive thing.

D. Yeah, his idea of rape

was forceful intercourse or
some kind of really aggressive
intercourse., And he wasn't
taking into account the
feelings of the woman. Like,

a woman may want to be-
passive, to be-sort of, to
have a passive, aggressive
kind of sex, but no one wants
to be raped.

L. When you say rape, you're
saying she doesn't want it.
That's the definition.

A, Yes, this is the issue of
consent.

L. That's the legal definition
anyway.

M. Maybe my definition of
rape is a little different
then, because I'm thinking of
rape as something that hap-
pens to you when you don't
want it, but I'm also think-
ing of rape as something you
get manipulated into.

L. Yeah, but then you're
not fully consensus.

M. Not fully consensus, but
I don't think you have to
define rape as something you
don't want—1 think some of
the experiences we've been
talking about are something
you get conned into.

L, If you're left with feel-
ings of guilt afterwards, or
feelings of doubt, I would
now define that as rape.

The things we've bwen
talking about, games or
types of roles can go along
with going along with any-
thing like that, but it
doesn't mean its something
you want to do.

A: Like anything else, many
of our experiences are ambig-

- guous, And I think my sex-

uality is like that. Many
x>
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times we want the affection,
concern and approval implied
in mens' sexual interest,
but we don't want to go to
bed with anyone,

s I would like to talk a-
bout the context in which this
is operating, the society.

The whole RBrownmiller thesis of
men being used as the advance
suard against women, Because
I don't see why this should

ha e to be, I don't see that
the nature of penetration is
to dominate women, but the en-
phasis has been placed on that
by society, to maintain cer-
tain power relations,

One of the real benefits of
rape is that it benefits all
men, even good, kind, sensi-
tive men, Part of the whole
thing about rape is that it
keeps you constantly aware of
the danger. Not only do you
need a man for heterosexual
privelages and to protect you,
but alco, you know you are very

lucky to have an even moder-
ately nice man, because most

of them are into soft rape,

Some men being out and out
rapists and the general run
being soft rapists disciplines
women and keeps them in line,

In fact, I think the fact of rape
has so permeated our society that
our sexuality, which could be open,
healthy, an equal giving and shar-
ing, has been perverted for the
purposes of the powerful.

And you're so used to that kind of
power! To being attracted to
people with power over you, Wo-
men are always saying they could
not be attracted to somenone un-
less he has money or is smarter.
And that kind of power gets mixed
up with sexuality, Power, penis,
sexuality, it's all used against
you and you don't recognize it,
it's so common,

. "
eIE

The Guest

Sverything as before: blown snow

heats arainst the dining-room windows,
L have rniot changed,

but a man came to me,

aked, "What do you want?"

said, "To be with you in heli,"
laurhed, "lio doubt you'll

uin usg both.*

o
m ~

1ifted his thin hand
flowers:
you,

But he
and softly touched the
"Tell me now they kiss
tell e how you kiss,"

Hig dull eye looked
fixedly at my ring.,
‘ot a muscle moved
in his radiant, evil face.

Ch, I know: 1t is his delight

to know intensely and passionately,
that he needs nothing,

that I can refuse him nothing,

Anna Akhmatova

B: There's sexual exploitation
in these power relations, on the
Job and that. And you're so in-
timidated because you know it
means your job, And there's al-
so entertaining for business,
being a good corporate wife,

S

A: That's when you get into soft
rape, t00, because your behavior
and your responses in that sit-
uation have nothing to do with
your needs, And we learn not to
say no, to go along with these
difficult situations, even before
we are active sexually, This

sort of prepares us for these
soft rapes,

L: I had a limit then, up to the
polnt where I lost my virginity,
and then I no longer had an
'excuse' for 'holding out', esntd
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Don't you find my lord I woke up an hour and a_half

that it's hard to relate later with the bouncer in my

to her ladyship bed, fondling my body. I was

at the other end too tired to panic, I asked 1
of the twelve-mile poster-bed? him what he was doing and he said
Na'tlall, I couldn't stay there, but he had
I've installed an extra bed in his room, I
walkie-talkies every fifty-feet. could stay there, In one minute
And the binoculars 1000 plans of action flashed

cost a thousand pounds through my head., ShO\:lld I shout
on the black-market. and scream and tell him he had

no right in my bed? This might
make him angry and mean, It ac-
tually ran through my mind that
I should just fuck him and get

it over with, What stopped me
was realizing that, as a les-

A: And by the time you lose your bian, I am not thrilled With the
virginity, you're so conditioned prospect of having sex.w1th.a

to go along with it, it doesn't man, Plus, I'm not using birth
seem to make much difference. control, Most of all, what came

We're taught there's so many ben-
efits for going along, but also
there's this constant threat that Q@i -3

if you do say no, this guy's go-

ing to get violent. To a cer-

tain extent; I've always prided . _ SRR, 4. S
myself that I've never experi-
enced hard rape because I was al-
ways clear about my choices and

I chose soft rape. I saw that

as a survival tactic,

: I think this is a good time
for my story;

I was at the pub with some wo-
men friends. We were invited to
a party upstairs in the same
hotel after the pub closed, We
went and had a great time, Well,
5:00 am rolled around and it was
time to go, I knew my car would
not start and when one of the
guys, who was the bouncer and had
the run of the hotel, said I
could have a room on that floor,
I decided to take it., I traipsed
into the room, thinking how nice
and gentlemanly these men are,

I really must not be so para-
noid and anti-male as I have been,
look at what pleasant times one
can miss, etc, But I locked

the door from the inside anyway,
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as a startling revelation was mem-
orieg of similar sitauations, and
having done it - had sex, and then
#oing through all kinds of mind
symnastics to convince myself I

liked the guy, that it wag seduction,
it was alright, etc,

I decided I had to get out of the
situation as best I could, I got
out of bed, got dressed, kept up

a running patter, talking about what
fun the evening had been, we should
et together sometimz, no, I really
couldn't go to his room, much too
hunie over, all the time backing out
of the room, smiling and nodding,
bowing and scraping, till I got

to the exit stairway, zipped out
and ran to A Woman's Flace,

You see, I didn't want him to re-
alize how much power he had in
that situation, I realized I was
in a potential rape situation that
I had been in often before, and
this was the first time I hadn't
allowed myself to be raped, that

I recognized it as rape,

I:+ I wouldn't call that soft rape.
The scene in my kitchen, where,
depending on whose definition, I had
rnuch more responsibility or in-
volvement, I would call that csoft
rape, where your's is much more
clear-cut., Why did you call it

soft rape?

s+ I don't know, Because he
wanted to see me again, to date me,

A: He didn't get violent,

L: But that's normal! Liost rap-
ists don't think of themselves as
rapists, but as virile men,

A: Do we have any comments to sum
up?

L: I still don't know if we've
decided what's seduction and what's
rape,
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B: Especially once you realize
you have to set limits, to self
determine things we want and not
go along with everything else.

A: That, and how to accept the
consequences of that,

L: That's bugged me all along,
that it's something we have %o
do, I realize I'm in a world
where, if I give just a little,
I'm going to 'get myself into'
a bad situation., But I'm angry
that I ahve to learn how to make
some man understand 'no', to
learn how to break through all
his definitions so it finally
reaches him, I'm tired of ad-
justing my life to men, wnt D



A: Even with men you really
care about, It really pisses me
off that, even if I were to get
~into a situation with a man that
had some potential, I'd be the
one who would have to teach him
to be sensitive to my feelings
and needs,

It's important for us to be a-
ware of our anger and that we
shouldn't have to be taking all
the responsibility.

L: If we should start recog-
nizing our anger, we could

start acting on that anger, and
understand we have a right to be
angry and not have to just-
ifyiit,

B: lMen are expressing their
anger against women all the time,

L: Yeah, but nobody's catch-
ing them up on it, theré's no
rationale they have to raise,
While we worry about these has-
sles, we have to lay out the
definitions and limits, There's
no consistent moral right or
wrong in this,

Zven this discussion makes me
angry, that we have to have it,
If anybody tried this kind of
shit on men, they would very

quickly recognize their rights
and power,

Pid You ENTOY iT?

34

A: And they don't have the kind
of struggles we have with what we
want being good., Men are not
taught to think of their desires
as inherently bad., That's sort
of the first hurdle, to know it's
ok and to know what we want and
don't want and to be able to ex-
press it and act on it,

L: It always falls back on cul-
pability and so does seduction,
Seduction winds up being defined
by how loudly and long you say no,

M: As far as I'm concerned, se-
duction is rape.

L: I don't see what's so accept-
able about a situation where you
have to change somebody's mind,
that somebody can work on me and

be determined I say yes. Sometimes
I blame myself and say I am con-
tributing to my own rape and that
makes it hard, but I don't draw
those distinctions between seduc-
tion and rape anymore,

A: I can, I'm very clear about
when I wanted to have intercourse
and when I didn't, and when I
didn't, I call rape, and when I
did, I call seduction,

I1: But men will say, "I didn't
rape her, I seduced her, How the
fuck am I supposed to know, they're
all responding the same way., When
they say no, they mean yes. She
wants to be seduced, she wants to
be raped, it's all the same thing."
As far as I'm concerned, we should
be up front, If you want sex, you
should say so,

A: If I say no, I'm not going to
change, But, in a lot of situa-
tions, when I was with a guy I was
not particularly interested in sex-
ually, in the course of a period

of time I became interested...

Cond . D



AL Af:on.sar:.nff....

htonational Womens &7 Soeial

Ja,tu.ula.li March. 5, 1977

S S T mme——— e OV ——

I.+ Seduction is when you man-

8:00 PM. Admisaion _3 3.50
%? AW Vomen Whelcome !

o

it Shgeaiad tns i ipulate somecns inte it by
i bodv' or As HEe vettfwv 5 wpat ever me§ns.’ Agd rape 1s
%o Yoy denh other‘ardbdevofbp- when you do it physically and
S BBl e @bt on® e o 17w V{olegtly: I think the point
= & ’ of this discugsion is that

. g there's no difference between
A: Developing, seduction and rape, {t doesn't

N f matter how you manipulate some-
la DBut when pooplevialc aboutk one into go%ug to bgd with you,
seduction, often Ph?i JMErs, Heal whether you do it physically
getting the body moving, They and violently or with money and
are not talking about reaching candlelight stuff, you are...

any sort 0f...
A: Violating,
B: Consensus!

Violating their personal

General laughter géace.
s What people often mean, B: 0K, what do we call that
:oo,tgand}e-llght dlggers,ll other thing, that mutual turn-
resting someone really well, fe enbh-GEhaE on’

in that situation seduction is
‘ M: A good, healthy, open sex-
B: lMutual, | ual relationship, Q

Cal

A: Seduction is élways mufual. ' 3",



~-Bighteen-Year 0ld Victim

What are afraid of Linda: {+Linda?-sir?)
physical hurt ? sex, my lord
ugly, sir
mental hurt ? disinterest, sir
: and responsibility
expectations
end infinity of guilt
self-hatred, sir
but people like you: what, sir
players on a stage
manufactured emotions
in a dark, demonic misery-place
a far-away
an unreality
there's myself, sir a no-where sir, a non-real
sir, a fake sir, 2 fraud sir
a lonliness sir, an emptiness
a nothing to give, a no how-to-take
nothing to be but a greyness and pain and fear and
loneliness and questionable tears not to come
nothing sir but misery sir springing from
nowhere and ending in nothing
nothing sir but crawl-away sir, into
a hole with bones of the past picked clean
with though but always the remnants of
putrification to remind one with the stench
of past evils and sins, sir and never to
be swept out the door with their guilt-hatred
tentacles grasping my heart
nothing sir but the fear sir oozing thru
all the room-layers of being, wrenching the
boundaries with panicking mind and contorting
tensing bodying pain, and continuous danger
that the remnant fear-belly-ache will rise
again, grow again,no control
and where is the real sir
what do I fear sir



Exerpt from The Female Man
by Joanna Russ

"Look, " I-say, grinning. -.
uncontrollably, "I .want-to be
perfectly clear.-I don't went
your revelting levemaking. I'm
here to do business--and relay.
any reasonable-message to my
superiors. .I'm not.-here-to-play
ZamBs « Cub Itomubel e, o s
- --But..when-do.-they ever-listen!

."You're .a-woman," he cries,
shutting his eyes, "you're a
beautiful woman, You've got a
hole down there. You're a
beautiful woman. You've got real,
round tits and you've got a
beautiful ass. You want me. It
doesn't matter what you say.
You're a woman, aren't you? This
is the crown of your life, This is
what God made you for., I'm
going to fuck you. I'm going to
screw you until you can't stand
up. You want it. You want to be
mastered. All you women, you're
all women, you're sirens, you're
beautiful, you're waiting for
me, waiting for a man, waiting
for me to stick it in, waiting
for me, me, me,"

Et patati et patata; the
mode is a wee bit overfamiliar,
I told him to open his eyes,
that I didn't want to kill him
with his eyes shut, for God's
sake,

He didn't hear me,

"OPEN YOUR EYES!" I roared,
"BEFORE I KILL YOU!" and Boss-
man did.

He said, You lead me on.

He said, You are a prude. (He
was shocked.)

He said, You deceived me.

He said, You are a bad Lady.

This we can cure! - as they
say about pneumonia, I think
the J's will have sence enough to
stay out of it. Boss was mut-
tering something angry about
his erection so, angry enough
for two, I produced my own -
by this I mean that the grafted
muscles on my fingers and hands
pulled back the loose skin,
with that characteristic, itchy
tickling, and of course you

are wise; you have guessed that
I do not have Canéer.on -my- - -...
fingers.but.Claws,-talons-1like
a.-cat's but biggen, a-iittle-more
dull than wood brads but good
for tearing. And my teeth are

a sham over metal. Why are men
so afraid of the awful initim-
acies of hate? Remember, I dont't
threaten. I don't play. I always
carry firearms., The truly vio-
lent are never without them. I
could have drilled him between
the eyes, but if I do that, I
all but leave my signature on
him; it's freakier and funnier
to make it look as if a wolf
did it. Better to think his
Puli went mad and attacked him,
I raked him gaily on the neck
and chin and when he embraced
me in rage, sank my claws into
his back. You have to build up
the fingers surgically so they'll
take the strain. A certain
squeamishness prevents me from
using my teeth in front of
witnesses - the best way to
silence an enemy is to bite

out his larynx. Forgive me! I
dug the hardened cuticle into
his neck but he sprang away;

he tried a kick but I wasn't
there ( I told you they rel

too much on their strength );
he got hold of my arm but

I broke the hold and spun him
off, adding with my nifty,
weighted

shoon another bruise on his
limping kidneys. Ha ha!. He fell
on me (you don't feel injuries
in my state) and I reached around
and scored him under the ear,
letting him spray urgently

into the rug; he will stagger
to his feet and fall, he will
plunge fountainy to the ground;
at her feet he bowed, he fell,
he lay down; at her feet he
bowed, he fell, he lay down

dead.
R
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Wentmullern'’s 3.
m How are these attitudes ex--

pressed in her films? 1In

all three of her films that

I've seen, the major charac--
ter is a man whom she portrays

g a1 £i1 sympathetically. In both

ﬁgsg is:way% Eggve; gZ;uties" "Swept Away'" and "All Screwed

b EAll SErbnea UE" Up", the hero is a young work-
ing class man struggling brave-

There are two aspects of her ly against dally exploitation

treatment of rape that I find and the capitalist system. In
interesting; first, that as a Seven Beauties the man is an

woman making films that glor-- out and out creep who prosti--
ify and sensualize rape, she tutes himself at every oppor-
seems to be expressing her tunity, yet 1s treated by
own and probably other women's Wertrmuller with humour and

The following are a few com-
ments on Lina Wertmuller's
attitudes towards rape as

rape fantasies, If we assume, comp%ssiOﬂ. In each film,
as I do, that "fantasies" and the "hero'" rapes a woman and
other expressions of the "sub- is rewarded for it.

conscious'" are products of the

. " : . : Seven Beauties
society in which we live, then

the fact of women having rape ’ 4 '
fantasies ig a very disturbing ;Z ;hizlgéIZngngiéi g§o$2§2d
one, one which reflects the sexuality and normality, Our
dopth and.thoroughness of the hero has contrived to be in a
psychOloglcal WATLARS Eeing mental institution to escape
used against women to “keep the death penalty for a murder
uE SH Line s . Do, -emong he committed., He successfully
other things, rape is a very

effective disciplinary action ' Coind .3

against women., It is even more
effective if our resistance
can be diffused by having our
sexuality male-defined and
rape-defined.

The second point I wanted to
make 1s that Wertmuller under-
stands only too well that rape
is used by men to discipline
women., The more feminists
know and understand this proc-
ess, the more enraged we get.
Wertmuller, however, has a
different perspective., 1In

her view, women need to be
disciplined and rapists are
doing the world a service.




Llentmuldlen. cont'd..

carries off his nut-case sham
until he rapes a woman patient
who 1s strapped to her bed,
She bites him and screams, The
orderlies drag him off and hosed
him down,, Cut to him in his bed
5L+H 2 woman psychiatrist lean-
ing over him emoting sympathy
telling him that he is obvious-
1y gquite normal and making plans
tc nelp him gain his freedom.

A1l Serewed Uvn

The young country boy in

thiec film is "all screwed

up" by the big city, by his
oppresgive worklnﬂ LOHdlthPu
and by his relationships with
women, His girlfriend, a vir-
oin, who is gradually chang-
ing from a nice young thing to
a glick city woman, refuses to
have sex with him, His friend
advises him that the only way
to get a Sicilian woman is to
take her by force, He goes in-
to her room, locks the door,
turns the lights off, chases
her into a corner and pulls her
onto the floor,

$9.
In their struggle, the televi-
sion beging to fall off the
table, She catches the edge of
it and hold it balanced pre-
cariously above her head. The
implication is that she must
choose between saving the T.V,
or saving her body from belng
raped, With her arms occupied
holding the 7,V,, the young
man joyfully rapes her among
screams of protest. The next
shot is the two of them nes-
tled together lovingly in bed
with glorious morning sunshine
pouring through the window,

The message here is loud and
clear, The morning scene is
one of the few in the movie
where the woman responds open=-
ly and lovingly to the man,
ot only do woman need to be
raped, but rape is necessary
to acquaint women with their
gsexuality., Wome 2n, or at
least the women in this film,
are materialistic creatures
who can be "redeemed" or
disciplined by rape.

Swept Away
The rape in this film is the
most overtly violent and pro-
longed of all three films. The
woman 1s a rich, upper class
bitch who finds herself alone
on a desert island with one
of her menservants after they
have been swept away from her
vaght by a storm. Just as she
nad used her money and class
position to humiliate and ex-
ploit him on the boat, so now
does he use his physical sup--
eriority to beat her into sub-
mission. He uses a combination
of physical violence, and food
withholding to train her to be
his slave. The actual rape
takes a long time. In their
first violent confrontation'
there is a long '"rape chase"
down the beach until she is
too exhausted to resist. She
has resigned herself to the
Condr. <
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continued ...

fact that she is about to be
reped. He does not want to
rape just her body, however,
but must rape her mind as well.
e stops at the moment of .
penetration. It is not until
1e has robbed her of every
vestige of selfrespect, until
she accepts him completely

as her master, until she
grovels at his feet and begs
to be raped, that he completes
the act.

¥rom that point on, their life on
the island is idyllic, their hap-
piness complete, Wertmuller has
justified rape on several accounts,
The woman deserved it, she wanted
it, it made her happy. For those
who interpret the movie allegorical-
ly, it was the overthrow of cap-
italism, or the upper classes (the
woman) by the workers (the man).

In either case, Wertmuller has made
her point, Rape is a matter of
power, of taking power away from
the raped, In our sexist society
rape is used to systematically
undermine the power of women and
maintain the oppressive and ex-
rloitative power relationships that
are necessary for the smooth func-
tioning of an unfair system., Men
are the tools used in this process,
but they also benefit from it.

“or Wertmuller to condone and
romanticize rape, in the name
of radical struggle, is in my
view irresponsible and destruc-
tive,

é/ /7@?@ Ve bimaldl 3
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OUR FIRST-VICTORY

In the Canadian gay movement's

OUR FIRST VICTORY

In the Canadian gay move-
ment's first major victory at
the federal level, the govern-
ment has withdrawn the prohibition
against homosexuals immigrating
into Canada. ’
The new Immigration Act,
which the government tabled in
the House of Commons last Novem-
ber, no longer contains the section
barring the admission of homosexuals,
prostitutes and epileptics. Al-
though the legislation has yet
to be approved by Parliament, no
changes are anticipated which
could affect the status of
would be homosexual immigrants.
This breakthrough follows
years of public action by the gay
movement. (see Vol.l, No. 1)
There was little mention in the
media of the change. However,
NGRC groups expect to organize
public celebrations when the new
Act is actually approved, prob-
ably this fpring.

Reprinted from NGRC Forum Vol2,No 1
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Rape, ‘ot a Pretty Picture is a
film about making a film about a
rape of which the director, lartha
Coolidee, was a victim at age 16,

It is also, despite an advertising
camnaiesn which billed it as telling
more about sexual behavior than last
Tango and Deep Throat, the most sen-
gitive movie on rape I've seen,

Seven peoples, whose comments were
printed in the Winnipeg Free Press,
seenm to have found it neither rele-
vent nor realistic, however, 1 was
survrised to read this, But not too
surorised, for we still believe more
in the blitz rape than the 'casual’
rape upon which this film is based.
And in this time of 'heightened a-
wareness' and 'improved communica-
tions' maybe people believe the
datine rape, where a guy just goes
ahead, desgpite protests, because
"she'll like it" and "you gotta have
it", no longer exists.

Those comments above are Jim's, the
actor who plays Curly, Martha's rap-
ist., He is trying to explain the
adolescent rape, the rape most com-
mon to his experience, which he sees
as non-malicious, but non'caring,
prompted by peer pressure to score,
In fact, it would seem from Jim's
words, that adolescent rape is the
most common sexual experience for
adolescent boys (and presumably
teenage girlsg.
This is the type of rape Jim first
tries acting out as he and Michelle,
the woman.who plays Martha, recon-
struct the attack, The story is set
in New York in the late 1950°'s.,

The party to which Iartha, Curly and
three friends are going does not come
off and the five wind up in a desert-
ed apartment, Curly calls Martha in
to a private room, demands a kiss

and when she doesn't comply, rapes
her.

’ 4.

Curly doesn't see this as rape,
however, but seduction, Or 'just
what happens'. And neither does
liartha, It took Ms, Coolidge many
years and therapy to define the act
as rape and remove her feelings of
responsgibility. This is not unus-
ual in a society which places the
responsibility for controlling
sexual' behavior on the woman,

The reenactment is broken often
for discussion; how do the actors
wish to do the scene, what are
their thoughts and feelings., I
found this extremely effective.
Rape scenes are common in movies,
but the woman's perspective is not.
The out-of-role sequences allowed
the audience to get beyond the
immediate action into the minds
and the emotions of the people in-
volved., The rape scenes were pow-
erful enough to bring out strong
memories from Martha and Michelle
of their own rapes. These were
openly discussed. Jim, who really
immersed himself in Curly, made
some interesting points about

the motives and thoughts of the
rapist., The story and the dis-
cussions gave the audience a lot
to work with and understand., A
number of points were of particu-
lar interest.

While Jim expresses concern and
amazement at the aggression he
fedls towards lMartha/Michelle
during the rape scenes (If she
doesn't stop fighting, I'm going
to fucking kill her, And I love
IMichelle, ), Michelle doesn't pick
up on thoge feelings at all,

And while Jim, as Curly, feels
anger towards Martha/Michelle for
not going along and making it
easy, neither woman expresses

any anger towards the men who
hurt them. In act, Michelle says
she felt pity for her rapist.

There's a lot of anger in the film
but it is mostly aimed at Martha.
It comes from her peers who abuse
her, from Curly, who, having had
her wants rid of her, and from

e+ D
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liartha, who fears pregnancy and
rails against her womanhood.

Far from expressing anger towards
Curly, lMartha reaches out to him
for help during a pregnancy scare,
And is rebuffed.

The role of peers is illumina-
ting. Peer pressure is pre-

sented as a strong motivating
force, and acceptable reason,

for Curly's actions., Curly

pretty well has to screw Martha,

so he believes, because it was ex-
pected, Othersg are around, He has
to preform for his reputation's
sake, After the rape Curly sends
in West Virginia, a male member

of the party, to have his turn with
Martha, Although he obviously
wants no part of this, W.,V. has to
pretend he is having sex, And
although he is distressed by lar-
tha's misery, he cannot bring him-
self to comfort her,

-

72.

To recognize NMartha's pain and
innocence would mean recognizing
the rape and the whole value system
at work, This is too dangerous,
Martha's peers and Martha herself
lay the guilt on the woman,

Curly's actions are only to be ex-
pected.

The movie ends with Martha Coolidge
talking about her problems with
trusting men and maintaining any
sort of relationship with one,

so many years after the rape. It
is a strong and bitter ending to
an excellent movie, Not a Pretty
Picture should be available to

as wide an audience as possible
(why doesn't some group buy it
and rent it out for a fee, Make
money and educate people at the
same time,) Hopefully, it will
change attitudes and assumptions
about rape. Hopefully, the

seven people to whom the Free
Press talked will rethink their
orinions. &

lMartha's peers, for their part,
ostracise her and attack her ver-
bally and physically. The reaction
is extreme, but one should re-
member that nobody has defined

the rape as rape, It is seen as se-
duction, or illicit sex., Martha
broke the rules or lost control,

E_Z/ you wanf morE é?
informatiorn orn \3
reps, contact tha N
cfMope Crigia ond iz
Information Centre :‘.'-\z
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Q: Why do you have trouble
working cooperatively in a co=-
op situation?

A: T didn't say that, I said

I don't have any trouble work-
ing cooperatively, I said I
cannot be in a collective; be-
cause I am not willing to give
over to a group decision, and

it comes out of my experience
that the real growth of civil-
ization comes in the dialogue
between the individual and the
collective, But there is some-
. times times when the individu-
al voice and individual neces-
sity is inconsistent with the
collective need, and at that
point, if one cannot pursue
one's own vision, ultimately it
is destructive to the group in
the growth of the whole commun-
ity. So that when I knew I need-
ed to leave the woman's build-
ing, and I said I needed to leave
and everyone went on this trip
that I was abandoning them to
make it in the male world, and

I knew that it was just fantasy-
ville and they said, "But Judy,
everybody thinks so," and I
said, "Well, everybody has
been wrong before,” and they
were wrong. And at that point

I could've trusted my own im-
pulse which was for my own growth
and ultimately for the growth

of all the values I had been
commited to for me to make this
step, or I could've submitted

to the collective,

In which case all that would've
happened was I would not have
done the Dinner Party. Now, a
lot of good that would've done.
Right? I would've been in
there doing the same thing I
had done before and not making
a step in growth.

So at that point, I am not willing to
give up the right for me to .pursue
my individual vision, whether it is
consistent with the collective or not.
That doesn't mean I don't believe

in having responsibility through-a
cooperative effort, That's differ-
ent and I work very well cooperativ-
ely, but I feel that I am, at this
moment, the woman of the people I
work with who has the greatest vis-
ion of what is in front of me, I
think that one of the things that
has operated as role condition-

ing for womwn in the woman's move-
ment is that one of the things we
have always been afraid to do as wo-
men is act as individuals with no
support., And women look around and
say, "Well, are they going to do it?
Is everyone going to do it together?"
and that's not how it happens. You
do it, and you do it alone, and
that's issues of lifej; and hopefully
once you've done it, other people
would say, "Well, she didn't drop
dead and lions didn't get her, I
can do it, too.," Then you get sup-
port and that's a good experience,
If I waited for everyone to do it,
it would never have gotten done,

Q: Iiow, can you say a few words
about the way your studio is or-
ganized?

A: My studio is structured in a

very flexible heirarchy, which means

that how you move up the heirarchy

is you take on more and more respon-

sibility. Like a woman who came in

and is working 5 days a week, like

a job, felt she didn't have enough

responsibility., Other women who have

more responsibility say to her,

Well, you're not working long enough

and hard enough, that's why you don't

have more responsibility.” “Oh,"

she says, So now she's working more

and, lo and behold, she now has,

What we are learning, what women are

learning, that the way you acquire

power and authority, not power over

others, but personal power and auth-

ority, is to take responsibility.
cany.
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The degree to which you take re-
sponsibility is the degree to
which you have authority in our
structure, If you decide you
want mere, you can move and if
you decide you want less, you can
move back, Peiople say, "Now
listen, I have a lot of personal
needs and I don't want the author--
ity now, I want to go do some-
thing for myself and then come
back," It's extremely flexible,

Q: So the fact that you have

the final word has to do with the
fact that you have the final re-
sponsibility?

A: I have the final responsi-
bility and the veice after all,

I may be the one who will be held
responsible for the quality of the
piece, so it is ultimately my re-
sponsibility, No matter how much
anybody else does, they'll never
have the same identification with
the piece in terms of the world,
So they'll never be held respons-
~ible like I will, So responsibil-
ity and authority go hand in hand,
and the burden of responsibility
is not wonderful, That's the part
I don't think we, as womern have
really been prepared psychologi-
cally for, It's really heavy,

I can understand how men ended up
being so screwed up, Carrying

out responsibility is really hard,
especially if you can't take va-
cations, You can't take vaca-
tions from being a man, right?

What I mean by that is, that's a
role that man has had laid on him
as a life long role, They're al-
ways expected to take responsi-
bility., He's not supposed to make
any mistakes., He has to know the
answers, He can't be a person,
That cesponsibility is there all
the time., You have to be able to
take a vacation from that. When
we change things around, we have
to have built in vacations,

Q: To what extent does the more

political aspect of feminism form

your art?

A: My goals are not short-ranged
and politics,as we know it, essen-
tially considers short-ranged goals,
To that extent, I'm really not in-
terested in polities, in short-
term gains, I'm interested in long-
term gains. That means a different
concept of polities., I know that
that's one of the implications in
my work but I think of politics
hardly at all, The political impli-
cations in my work are also, in a
certain way, tied to short-range is-
sues, My work is political because
it is unfamiliar, It's introducing
images and ideas that shock people
because they're new, But when the
newness wears off, they won't be
political anymore, They'll just be
art, and it's really them as art that
I'm really interested in, The poli-
tical dimension surrounds the his-
torical moment in which the art is
appearing, But the political im-
plication is in this moment, If we
break the historics down, transform
the planet, and make a place for
feminine perspective in the world,
my art will be what it's supposed to
be, Jjust plain old art.

Q: Would it then no longer have to
do with the power, in the sense that
a lot of this has to do with power
and taking our own power?

A: Well, then its power would be
different, It wouldn't be threat-
ening in any way, It wouldn't im-
ply change in political structure,
It would have its own personal, po-
etic, aesthetic power., See, its got
two kinds of power, my work, It's got
one that's just the forms and the
shapes and the colours and the sensu-
ality of the surface and the way its.
done, and the power of the image,

But its got another power that comes
out again, in the fact that those
images have not appeared before,

and so people get frightened and
think, "Oh, God, she's going to do
this thing." Because it's threat-
ening in terms of the power struc-
ture as it now exists, which has

Cont. >
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not wanted that work'in it,
this again is two different
kinds of thought, I'd love to

be able to be just an artist,

to have my work be able to have
just its personal power, but
that's not realistic given this
moment in history. And that's
what it means to be oppressed,
that we can't have that., We
can't have only personal power,
cause if we're willing to have
personal power, it means that en-
tire political structure of the
world has to change, and gets
called into question, until it's
exactly the same as my work, I
like to find out what people say
about me, You know, they meet me
and "She's very, very nice," but
as soon as I leave, I find out,
"She's threatening," It's hard
to do with two different things.

Q: Do you look beyond the Dinner
Party project at this point? Are
you dreaming beyond this point?

A: Well, I'm not allowing my-
self to look too far beyond it.
I'm very interested in it, but
how longz the Dinner Party will
preoccupy me, how long before I'm
free,.. I'm going to need a rest.
I want to travel, At the mom-
ent I'11 just have to put all
that into hold until I'm finished
and then I'll have to take a
break, and then I'll have to

look and see what faces me next.
Whaether I can address some-
thing new, or whether still I
have to take care of what has
happened to the piece, I don't
know what will happen, I

would like to be able to dream
but I'm not alone, I just

can't until I find the reality.

I still have a lot to do about
finishing the piece, a lot of
money, a lot of help, That's
why I did Broken Butterflies,
actually, out of a certain point

of terror, as to whether I would

C-A.i.r.o.t'
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ever get the piece finished., I still
won't believe it until it's actually
finished., Everybody at the project
says, "Oh, Judy, don't be silly,
We're going to finish it whether
you like it or not." Then I say,
"Ya, ya, ya, that's wonderful,"

But, you know, it's nearly $20,000
and all the good intentions in

the world won't help the fact that
it's $20,000,

Q: Where's the financial and emo-
tional support coming from?

A: Emotional support, Well, the
studio uses the support system,
There's no question of that, for
everyone who works there and for
me, My assistant spends her life
making it possible for me to work,
sShe answers telephone calls, takes
care of business, goes to the post
office, picks up my cleaning, hand-
les emotional problems that come

up at the project, helping my hus-
band move out., She does all that
che has to do so I can focus., And
the people in the project do pro-
vide support for each other, It's
interesting with direct things, like
what do you do for pressure? It's
on me and everybody., It's a long
haul, Some people have been work-
ing for a year with no money. We
haven't got a dime, Food stamps,
Unemployment, We're selling posters.,
We're doing everything, applying
for grants to raise money, begging
for donations, taking out loans.

I think we'll probably make it,

but it's going to be real tough all
the way to the end,

Q: Is there some sort of feminist
network providing some money?

A: The problem with the feminist
network is women and money., Wo-
men have some problems in rela-
tionship to money., People with mon-
ey don't give it to women, The
whole thing happened in Detroit,

It revolved around women's terror

of money and really manipulating
large sums of money., So maybe some-

cocd. S
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one will come along and say, cheque for $8,000 and said,

g/

"T have some extra money, here "T'1]1 donate it to whatever mu-

it is." It happened to me once seum you want," So maybe it
before., A woman wrote me a will happen again,

F.
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fhig is being written by a
woman still in the process of
defining herself as an artist,
It's going to be written in 2
or more parts - it depends how
verbose I get, This first

vart deals with early experi-
ences, The second ( and may-
be third) will describe art
gchool experiences and my pres-
ent work, :

I began to draw seriously,
that is whith a conscious
sense fo what I was doing,
when I was four, My older sis-
ter had created an Indian
princess on pink construction
paper, My mother had praised
it and taped it to the living
room wall, I recall studying
the drawing with concentrated
effort, If drawing pictures
equalled praise and recogni-
tion, then draw I would,

Although my original motives
were based almost exclusively
on sibling rivalry, they soon
changed, Drawing was fun,

(It still is.) Jealously and
rivalry gave way to simple,
pure enjoyment, (Mind you, the
recognition and praise were
still powerful forces.,

I am now going to describe

those early drawings - the

ones done until age 13, They
were small and always of people,
The space was very flat, full

43.
of intense bright colour and dec-
orative pattern. They were wholly
of the imagination and with each
drawing (although I told no one)

I created a story. They were il-
lustrations - illustrations of
what happened between and among
people, and those people were us-
ually women,

By age 11 1 knew quite simply that
I was destined to be a great artist
and I fantasizied an inordinate
amount about the fame, power and
recognition that were soon to be
mine.

And then I was 14, Changes, I
began drawing from life - students
in class, pens, rulers, books.
(most of this drawing was obvious-
ly at school), I drew various
parts of my anatomy with careful
precision, (At one time I even
drew my thighs while I sat - a
disembodied view as seen from a-
bove. The finished drawing was
upsetting and I webt back to careful
precise, disembodied hands).,

It was thrilling to draw from life-
the concentration required was ex-
hilarating., There was also a cer-
tain smug sense of accomplishment
("I may have big thighs but I can
draw,")

Ch,-I continued my imaginative
drawings, too, and what a sorry lot
they were, They had changed with
my pubescence, and not, I fear, for
the batter, They continued to be
of women, But not the powerful,
mysterious, often threatening women
of my pre-adolescence, These wo-
men were tall, skinny, beautifully
dressed and they just stood there.
The women did nothing (no, I see
now that they did wait). As
drawings they were often cute, and,
almost without exception, terrible.
They soon bored me and I no longer
made up drawings, prefering instead
the cool logic of realism,

Condk. =
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My realistic drawings strength-
ened my sense of myself as an
artist, I knew I could draw
well - which is to say, better
than others, (Competition and
recognition were tangled to-
rether in my mind,)

At age 16, I received my first
*formal' training, in the guise
of a summer workshop. HMany
admired my prcosity - I learned
a little, painted my first pic-
ture, and left with a most ob-
noxious sense of superiority.
The next year I returned, left
comparing myself smugly with
the othe students, and applied
to the Alberta College of Art.

Ly future was decided - I
should enter advertising,
quickly become rich and famous,
and then in a fashion quite
altruistic, quit and become a
social worker, while devoting
myself to more serious art.

The college rejected my appli-
cation, I had applied too late
as an out-of-province student-
however, I could enter next
year,

I went into my bedroom, cried
for half an hour, and left to
live with relatives in Germany .
for a year.,

And now comes an analysis of
those years:

Looking back, I realize that

I was always given a lot of
support and my creativity was
actively encouraged, My strong-
est support came from my moth-
er, This situation, while
giving me a strong base, also
created a deep conflict, one
that was to cause much angulsh
in later years. (Yes, you'll
have to read Part 2 to find out.)

5.
My mother possessed a great deal
of artistic talent but she had
never developed it, In fact, she
started art school relatively late
and left after one year to marry.
She then spent the next 15 years
largely ignoring her creativity.
(Only in cooking, making costumes
and inventing games did it really
appear - she rarely drew and never
painted,) Finally, after a ser-
lous personal crisis, she return-
ed to painting - but painting
only when all chores were done
and other people's needs met,

So - before me I had a woman say-
ing, "Yes, you can," but before

me I saw a woman who had to choose,
Developing as an artist was im=-
portant - but so was developing

as a woman, And it didn't seem
possible to do both,

And in this state I entered art
school - happy, excited, anxious,
and just starting to grow as a
feminist,

What happens? SE
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Concluding Serial of -

By: Millie Lamb

Emily Bronte's Wuthering Heights transcends
such limited choices for women. It affirms
their need for freedom and spontaneity,

for love unrestrained by life-~denying in-
ner and outer compulsions. It cries out
for relationships that can flower unwith-
ered by oppressive social bonds based on
property and class. Those taboos and re-
strictions which imprisen women emotionally
and socially arouse the indignation and
rebelliousness of Jane Eyre, the protago-
nist of Charlotte Bronte's novel of the
same name, with its vivid description of
the humiliation, deprivation and agony in-
flicted on the daughters of the shabby
genteel, the pupils of charitable boarding
schools, by their wealthy Christian govern-
ors.

- ML on the FLoss by George Eliot imagina-
tively explores the facet of socialization
concerned with the difference in the ex-
pectations of boys and girls in patriar-
chal society. The setting is the English
countryside in the 1840's, and the charac-
ters are drawn from the middle-class
families engaged in milling, trade, and
banking; and worshipping possessions and
commercial success. Maggie Tulliver is
the despair of her family: she is a self-
willed hoyden whose passionate nature and
quickness of intelligence endear her only
to her father. But the hopes of the rest
with her older brother Tom, a dull stolid
boy who is provided with the academic
education denied to Maggie, in the expec-
tations that this will ensure his success
in the business world. When his father's
business fails, and his health as well,
the relatives expect that Tom will shoul-
der the responsibility for the family's
welfare, and will redeem its honour and
fortunes. Nothing in his studies has
provided Tom with practical skills in

the business world, yet the fact that

they were part of that design, and that
he was expected to play the man gives

him a measure of confidence, the grudg-
ing help of his relatives and the motive
to succeed. Maggie is expected to remain

0.

silent, to comfort her mother, and allow
her borther to provide for her. Her ef-
forts to achieve independence are re-
stricted to taking in a sewing or teach-
ing in third-rate schools, and these are
frowned on as disgracing the family.

All her life she has adored Tom whose
youthful assurance and daring exploits
have made him a hero in her eyes. He
enjoys her worship, patronizes her, and
allows her to tag after him when he has
nothing more exciting to do. He is

kind and affectionate as long as Maggie
keeps her place, does not show off her
superior talents, and does not presume
to voice opinions in matters regarded

as male prerogatives. Since she is cle-
ver, impulsive and rebellious, he fre-
quently breaks her heart by expressing
disapproval and withdrawing his affect-
ion.. His bortherly regard cools increa-
singly with every attempt of Maggie's

to assert her own individuality. He
wants her to bolster the family's re-
spectability by conforming to the stan-
dards of ladylike gentility. He is
angered when she upbraids her rich re-
latives for scolding her mother, and
refusing to part with a penny to help
her. Later when he discovers her frien-
ship with the son of the man he believes
responsible for his father's bankruptcy,
he is enraged. Finally an unconvention-
al incident with the suitor she renoun-
ces disgraces her in the eyes of the
community, and Tom forbids her the
house. Only her attempt to rescue him
from the rising flood waters in which
they drown brings them together in a
final embrace.

While Tom has been encouraged to devel-
op qualities of initiative and persis-
tence which enable him to achieve his
goals, Maggie whose intelligence and
daring were regarded as unbecoming and
somehow wicked is paralyzed by conflic-
ting desires of renunciation and asser-
tion. Her. need for acceptance, approval
and love prevents her from breaking with
the past, and going forward with all

the rich bounty of her nature towards
self-realization.

Other fine novels that focus on women
by these great women writers are Jane
Austen's Sense and Sensibility, Emma,

Conk—>
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and Persuasion,Charlotte Bronte's Villette
and Shinley, and George Eliot's Adam Bede
and M{ddZemarch.

Through the study of women in literature
secondary students will find freshness and
relevance in their English studies, a
vital context for work in literature. They
will find treasures of understanding and
self-discovery. It is a use of English

in which the student's whole being can
become deeply involved, because the pur-
pose seems real to her, It will help her
to find a positive image, a sense of iden-
tity and self-worth. This should lead to
the pursuit of excellence in the reading
and writing of English.

Night Poem

Under the snow
and foxes barking,
a skull winked
- my grandmother saw it -

Snow on the wind
and yard lamps ~ .
blinking
- she could hear her footsteps
on the unpawved road -

Cold dreams in the night
drilled the wet untired dark
- in the hour, the season
she tamed them with her plow =~

Ice in the well
and broken windows
- she would glue together
the shattered pieces,
set them in
like precious stones -

Snow on the hill,
imaginary lane
- she would die first
for all the others dying,
carted away
thick and blistered

Absent in the dust and
patient in her chair,

Susan Musgrave

sl
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CUSO Manitoba
Meeting-March: 13-1L

Kate Molale, who ia a member
of the African National Con-
gress-Women's Secretariat,
responsible for East Africe,
will be in Winnipeg March 13
and 1l th.

‘The African National Congress

and CUSO are sponsoring a speak-
ing tour for Kate and another
person from Soweto to discuss
the current situation in South
Africa and in particular therole
of women, They would like to
meet with various women's groups
in the city.

CUSO Winnipeg's tentative plans
for this tour are a large pub-
lic meeting to bé held on March
13th at 2:00 o,m, at the YWCA,
eand a 'women's only' meeting to
be ehld in the evening at 7:30
at the YWCA.

The two women will be free on
March 1lth to speak with women's
groups. If your group is inter-
ested in having a meeting wih
them, please contact Lois Kunkel
at 2éh-8h88. We would really
like to hear from you. We would
also be pleased if you would
publize the public meetings emong
your constituents. If you would
like to have posters and an up-
dated schedule of the eventswhen
these women are in Winnipeg,,
please contact Lois Kunkel.
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SAT,.:2:30- 6:00: WOMEN'S % GAY LIB,
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FAMILY - LAW REFORM

Women's Liberation.was one of
the groups involved in-oerganizing
the Family Law Coalition, which
eventually included Woman's Place,
Women and the Law, the Canadian
Congress of Women, Manitoba
Teachers Society, the Manitoba
Librarians Association, the Fort
Garry Action Group, the Voice of
Women, the Council of Self Help
Groups, the NDP Status of Women, .
the United Nations Association,
the Action Committee of the Status
of Women and others, Each group
presented an oral or written
brief which supported the Coal-
ition's postion. Those groups
which rejected particapation in
the Coalition included the
YW.C.A.,, the Provincial Council
of Women and the Junior League.

Other groups such as the nfu
and the West Manitoba Childrens
Aid Society suppoted us, but did
not formally endorse. The Y.W.C.A.
and the Provincial Council
presented similar briefs to those
of the Coalition members. Argu-
ments presented against their
joining included “"they are all
lefties", "disorganized", "won't
get much done" etc. . '

The Coalition was marvelously
successful, We have kept close
touch with the Committee and feel
they will introduce legislation
well beyond that proposed by the
Law Reform Commission.

They are reticient about
legislation to provide public
support to women not recieving
maintance, but we are discussing
alternatives with them and will
keep pushing. Letters to the
Premier or Attorney General
Pawley are still in order.

Watech the papers and respond
to the proposed legislation
when it is introduced! To be added
to the mailing list, write
Coalition on Family Law, 143

Walnut. / :
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Following are excerpts of the
presentation of Women's Liberation
and Woman's Place.

We would like to begin our
presentat ion with a statemen
of principle. We are committe
to the full equality. of all . ...
citizens in a Society based on
cooperation and democracy; free
of_poverty, exploitation and dis-
crimination. We see the reforms
proposed by the Coalation not as
an answer to the needs of women
but a step forward - a beginning,

Until society recognizes its
responsibilities towards children
and no longer defines them as
primarily women's responibility,
until women have control over if,
when and how many children they
will bear, until all adults are
independent 1y economically
secure and the value of the work
women perform given full recog-
nition, until women participate
in all aspects of our society
and are no longer trained to be
subserviant and docile the full
équality of women inside or
outside the family will not be
achieved.

We remind the legislators
here today of their continued
responsibility to press for
changes to remove discrimination
in all areas of public life and
we ask for the support of all
parties for the proposed changes
in the family law.

For the more affluent members
of our society the equal division
of assets in the event of di-
vorce will assist in providing
those opportunities. But for the
large number of children in
economically deprived family
situations, the division of
property will only slightly
affect their circumstances.

For these children it is not
accumulated property, but the
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wage labour of thelr parents
which provides the only economic
security they will experience.

Let us look for a moment at the
conditions of single parent
families. Ninety percent of these
families are headed by a mother
end accordind to Statistics
Canada more than one-third of
them live in poverty; about one-
quarter of them are supported
through welfare payments. And yet,
in spite of this, about 75% of
court-ordered -maintenance payments
in Canada are not-received by

the spouse with care of the
dependent children.

We quote from the Royal Com-
mission Report "The biggest
single and continuing problem
of sole-support mothers is a
basic financial insecurity and
a subsistence level of living
which they have no real hope
of improving". Therefore, we
believe that a special agency
should be created which would
maintain a registry of all main-
tenance orders, collect and en-
force all child maintenance
orders and make this payment
to the single parent whether
or not the full amount is col-
lected.

The community of property
system is essential to an equit-
able reform of family law; Woman's
Place and Women's Liberation
would like to go record as
supporting its immediate intro-
duction.

We wonder why a law would be
introduced that would distribute
property equally upon the dis-
solution of a marriage but deny
it during the course of the
marriage.

We disagree strongly with the
position of the Law Reform Com-
mission that during the first
six months following the passage
of Family Law Reform Legislation
that one spouse could unilater-
ally opt out of equal sharing
of all assets acquired up to that
time.

4.

New laws rmust protect not
only good relationships, but
also difficult or deteriorating
relationships. We do not have to
create laws for those who behave
in socially acceptable ways;
we create laws to state prin-
ciples that the society feels
are just and to deter those who
would sbuse our principles, who
would seek to undermine soc-
ieties' values.

Unilateral opting out would
encourage unfair and manipula-
tive spouses to immediately

~—attempt to ignore the pripciple

of equality and it would be nec-
essary for lawyers to.support
their .clients attempt to gain
whatever they could-under the old
and unjust system.

Every Mrs, Murdoch in this
province, and there are many
women who make the contribution
Mrs, Murdoch made, would find
past unjustices perpetuated.

This committee is meeting
to make better laws, more just
laws, laws which recognize the
value of the work women do and
have done in the family. These
laws must apply to all of us. A
unilateral opting out provision
is simply not acceptable.

In conclusion we wish to
reiterate that we have touched
on only about three areas of
family law, but we remind you
that Woman's Place and “Jomen's
Liberation support all of the
proposals as set out by the
Coalition on Family Law.

We urge you to examine these
recommendations seriously and
to support their adoption. Q

Up from the kitchen
Up from the bedroom
Up from under
Women unite!
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While I was an--excvuvive S6¢-
retary at a’ large.Bank, I was .
faced with some humiliating duties,
One was the old "get me a cup of
coffee” routine. I, being new at
this zame, was eager to please
the boss, "did my duty" like all
the other secretaries. It was to
tne point when I would have to
serve a whole conference room
rull of "male" executives, (un-
forturately there were very few
women in high positions at that
time), I felt like a waitress
(nothing wrong with that, except
T was hired to be an administra-
tive assistant) never having
time to complete my work. I came
across some articles about a
woman in the same position who
refused to be a waitress, mess-
enger, and various other dutles
that were not in the job descrip-
tion in -which she was hired for.
So she was fired! This caused a
series of articles in the local
papers, I would bring them to my
boss (subtle hints). He joked
about it, then asked for his
coffee, Finally, being as assert-
ive as I could, I told him exact-
ly now I felt and it did the trick!

If only I had taken the Verbal
Self-Defence Class before, it '
would have saved me a year of
hassle and frustration.

Last October we were treated
to an evening with Diana Bissell.
Equipped with "verbal self-defence,
a handbook for feminist", she
enlightened us to the point
where we were feeling very good
about being Female and able to
handle almost any cracks made
about our liberation, Just for
an example, here's a few:

gat a job interview)

Do you have any family plans?"
ans. "Does this have any effect on
my ability to do the job?"

Skills

5S.

Survival

--by Liane Seidel

Optimst-Dec,issue

:What does your husband do?"
It's 0.X., he already has a job!"

"Hey, I'd sure like a cup of coffee"
ans. "So would I, here's my cup.”

ut your appearance) - 5
idn't know you owned a dress"
ans. "Actually, I borrowed it
from my brother.,"

(ab
4
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Phat;s no way for a lady to talk
ans. Why, am I mispronouncing it

"Why aren't you married yet?"
ans. "Sheer luck" or "I haven't
asked anyone yet"

"I'm a male chauvinist pig and
proud of it"

ans., "Bet you are proud of being
a racist too"

"ALl you need is a good lay..."
ans. 'You seem to know a lot

about sexual frustration.”

and a final quote from Naomi
Welsstein:

"As women, we live in a coercive,
threatening, unpleasant world; a
world in which one of us is re-
ported raped every seventeen
minutes every day; a world which
tolerates us only when we are very
young or very beautiful, If we
become stupid or slow, jumpy or
fast, dizzy or high-pitched, we
are simply expressing the path
ology of our social condition. So
when we hear jokes against women,
and we are asked to laugh at

them, and we are asked why we
don't have a sense of humor

when we don't laugh at them, the
answer is easy, simple and short.
0f course we're not laughing...."

L
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Dear Madam:

I am writing to your organization
in the hope that you may be able

to offer me any help or advice that
you can, on the problem that I have
with my status as a woman in full
time employment, at the present
moment.

I am 29 years old and am employed

as a draftswoman for a firm in
Winnipeg. When I was interviewed
for the position by the General
Manager, I was told that he was

no "male chauvanist" and there was
certainly no discrimination at the
company. There would be courses
offered to me later on, out of town,
all expenses paid, etc., (although

I would be probably the only woman):
also there would be advancements in
pay should I progress admirably
throughout the year. Well, that was
the start and I settled in for some
hard work. Although the starting
salary was advertised at $550.00
per month, I was told that as I

had no experience in the architectural
field I was to be offered only
$500.00 on a 3 month trial period.
The G.M. had phoned Manpower and
Immigration to check to see if this
was in order - and it was.

After 3 months I was told they were
more than pleased with my work and
I would be getting the $50.00 to
bring me up to the original $550.00
per month. I might add, at this
point, that there are 2 other girls
working at the company, one being

the receptionist, and one in accounts.

The first time I found my real
status was when in the same day
after feeling good about the job I
accidentally found application forms
for my job - all from men and all
asking $1,000.00 to start, then I
was told that the man who did the
job before me was earning $900.00
per month and he left for a further
increase in pay. I did not feel

so good after this, and felt that

I had been "got" cheaply.

If there are any menial tasks to

be done at the office then the

girls are always asked to do them.
Like, clean up the Tunch room, make
more coffee, arrange the fixings

for the Christmas Party, organize

the gift buying for leavers, wrap
boxes for customers, etc.: Meanwhile
the men are simply not asked.

In the middle of the summer there
was, for the employees, a fishing
trip arranged for a whole weekend.
A11 the food and booze was paid

for by the company and transport
was arranged. The firls were simply
ignored. We were not offered the
chance to go as the notice was

for the attention of the male em-
ployees only; Nor were we offered
the chance of our spouses to go in
our place, nor we offered any
alternatives or compensation. We
women talked about the fact of saying
something, then we felt sure that
we might be offered something later.
Nothing came. The only thing we
did get were ludicrous comments
everyday for 6 weeks before the
event by the other 38 male employees
at the plant.

Last week was "raise" week at the
company. Now, they were not obliged
to give anyone anything, or so I

"was told, but all the men were

offered 10% and the women 5%.

When my turn came - I expressed my
disappointment, asking if it was

my work that was at fault. I was
told that it was not and I was
possibly the best person ever to be
in that particular job although
maybe I had still a 1ot to learn on
the technical side of things. So

I brought up the question of the
"course" that was mentioned at the
original interview.

At first he said I was not ready

for it but then after much debate -
out it came and reared its ugly

head in all its full glory - These
were his words to me. "I would

have to seriously consider the
possibilities of sending you on this

Cordr.=®
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'his is being written by a
woman still in the process of
defining herself as an artist.
It's going to be written in 2
or more parts - it depends how
verbose I get, This first
part deals with early experi-
ences, The second ( and may-
be third) will describe art
¢chool experiences and my pres-
ent work, _

I began to draw seriously,
that is whith a conscious
sense fo what I was doing,
when I was four, My older sis-
ter had created an Indian
princess on pink construction
paper, My mother had praised
it and taped it to the living
room wall, I recall studying
the drawing with concentrated
effort, If drawing pictures
equalled praise and recogni-
tion, then draw I would,

Although my original motives
were based almost exclusively
on sibling rivalry, they soon
changed, Drawing was fun,

(It still is,) Jealously and
rivalry gave way to simple,
pure enjoyment, (Mind you, the
recognition and praise were
still powerful forces.,

I am now going to describe

those early drawings - the

ones done until age 13, They
were small and always of people,
The space was very flat, full

99.
of intense bright colour and dec-
orative pattern., They were wholly
of the imagination and with each
drawing (although I told no one)

I created a story. They were il-
lustrations - illustrations of
what happened between and among
people, and those people were us-
ually women,

By age 11 I knew quite simply that
I was destined to be a great artist
and I fantasizied an inordinate
amount about the fame, power and
recognition that were soon to be
mine,

And then I was 14, Changes, I
began drawing from life - students
in class, pens, rulers, books.
(most of this drawing was obvious-
ly at school), I drew various
parts of my anatomy with careful
precision, (At one time I even
drew my thighs while I sat - a
disembodied view as seen from a-
bove, The finished drawing was
upsetting and I webt back to careful,
precise, disembodied hands).,

It was thrilling to draw from life-
the concentration required was ex-
hilarating, There was also a cer-
tain smug sense of accomplishment
("I -may have big thighs but I can
draw,")

Oh, I continued my imaginative
drawings, too, and what a sorry lot
they were., They had changed with
my pubesccence, and not, I fear, for
the batter. They continued to be
of women, But not the powerful,
mysterious, often threatening women
of my pre-adolescence, These wo-
men were tall, skinny, beautifully
dressed and they just stood there,
The women did nothing (no, I see
now that they did wait). As
drawings they were often cute, and,
almost without exception, terrible.
They soon bored me and I no longer
made up drawings, prefering instead
the cool logic of realism,

CLond.



Edor's Note _onT.

We'Ll Let you know how her stnategy
wonked out in the next news{fetienr.
She was really &nxmuted in beding
ina wonlung woman's group at
Woman's PLace. Anybody else with
similar problLems at work? under-
payment? unequal advancement oppoir-

tunities? deadend jobs? menial fasks

assigned? Wnite to Woman's Place,

143 U)alnwt Street, Winnipeg, Manitob

with stories about work on feelings
about participating 4in a ghroup.
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