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This issue is brought to you by the following 'good bunch of women': 

Brigitte , Sara, Linda, Ellen, Heather, Pat, Sandy, Roz 

We would like to have some feedback and/or contribution of materials 
you would like to share with about 400t women who get thie Newsletter. 
Let's hear from you! 
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NOTE: Millie Lamb's "Women In Literature" (fifth installment) will be 
continued in the next month's issue. 



100 LO l~ !JY F'O.lt i-i.EPEAL 

100 members i 'ron1 al l a cross Can.:ida of . C A;:t..<~L ( Canadian Asso
ciation for He p eal of t he Aborti<rn Law ) ,vere in OLU11.va F'eb. 10th, 
n olding discu~ ."' ions with M. P . ·' s re gard in :~ ti1e necessity to repeal 
the unjust abortion laws in ~anad a (Sec. 25 1 of the Criminal Code). 
Over 100 M.F .'s were met individ~ally, g iven a kit of information, 
asked their persnnal views, and also how t hey would vote on the 
iss•J.e . Citizens have bee n constan tly r.ressurin g; .f.-; .. P. 'S, and nmny 
acknavledged that tae law is inequitable. Incluaed in the kit of 
material s ~as an excellent study culled "Survey of Hosµi tal i\bnr
tion Committees in Canadci" by Doctors for H~peal of the Abortiol" 
La\'.r~ whic t-. c a r t:-fu Lly cloc uraents lhe unworxability of the law 9 es
ne cially of the abortion committee system in Canada. 

Dr., Henry Mor1r,cntaler, a n execut i ve vl cc-pr""~idcnt of CAHAL 
was participatinb in tile lobby o -:'r. ~-~or :~;entaler was looking a 
lit t le frail~ but str ong ~nd unwavering in his support of the 
women of Canada and t h eir ri~h t to freedom of choice regarding 
abortiono Dr o ~orgentalur has offe red his services to help 
doctors set up clin ics, sucii as the one he succe psfully operated 
in Montreal. He s ends h i s good wishes and supporL to all in 
~innipeg working for repealo 

The aim of S a ..... .AL is "the re p eal of all sections of the Crim
inal Code dealing wi~h aDor~ion, and the estaulishment of compre
h enaive contrace J i.. :Lve und a bor tion serv].ces,' including: appropria te 
councel ling , acros ~' t..e c ountryo" Th':> i ssue i ~ "freed om of c~1oice" 
- a ri ';ht deni ed ;r. <H\Y wo r,e n in Cnnaca n o·v o 

C;dAL - WJ.f\!': l f 'i:;G i s h old in :::; an open meeting: 

Mon , M:i:rcn 8 tJ ·t u.t (.i : OO 

'l.'tw rmr~ ; oc: ~~ )f ~ - l~ !lee ting is t -vo-f o ld: 
1 To ac ;-ina int .,iore f1e ople -vi th t iie facts re ~=ird inc; dh orLi.0 •1 

i.• l C.1nadao 
2 0 To o r g:anL.:;e ~) ol i tiaal a ction on t;12 issu~ in ~,l' innipe c .. . 

If you ~ish to j oin CA t~L call Elle n Kru ge r at 774-SOEQ ior 
..; e tai l s or send ) 5 oC0 to CAi\AL, Box 424 , Cambrid g:e (P), Onto 
;·~3H 4T3 
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PORT ARTHUR CLINIC STRIKE 

Since the summer of 1975 the 70 employees 
of the Port Arthur Clinic in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario have been waging a battle against 
their employers: doctors. 

The women were asking a wage increase of 
15%, the doctors offered 4fffo. This offer 
still standso But, has been turned down 
by the workers who say hospital workers in 
the same positions make $100/month more. 

Of the 70 women: 30 are still off their 
jobs; 10 have left their jobs; and the 
remainder have gone back to work on the 
advice of Bette Stephenson, Ontario 
Minister of Labour (formerly President of 
the Canadian Medical Association). She 
urged the women to go back to work saying 
sh~ would continue the fight for them. 

There is nothing happ~ning, no moves have 
been made toward a settlement. The 
doctors have made no statement. Local 
papers claim there is activity behind the 
scenes. 

Taken from February issue of 
"The Northern Woman", Thunder Bay, Ont. 

THE CLINIC STRIKE 
. 

They say this week-end will wrap it up. The clinic strike kill 
be over. Davrd Suzuki on discussing a racial incident said "what 
really depresses me is the people who watched without 
protest". I guess thats where I'm at, this. horrible feeling that 
we have . lost tile capacity to care enough to protest . That we 
will iu.stify and alibi .pnd evade the truth of what .happened. in 
our midst. That once more _right is might and arrogance does'nt 
need to apologize to af!yone. The Port Arthur clinic will ramain 
a running sor~ on the conscience of all the thinking citizeruy of 
this community and hopefully will manifest itself io a real 
ex9dus from it's· services. To have invested any faith in it's 

. capacity . for human - response is_ only pos~ible to the simple 
minded . 

SEXISM IN SCHOOLS 

WOMEN FOR NONSEXIST EDUCATION 

Women for -Nonsexist Education is a small 
but dedicated group of women fighting 
against s exism , racism and classism in 
the classroom. 

The group has just published a 60 page 
booklet designed to help grade one teach
ers deal with bias in their classroom and 
school. It contains an analysis of grade 
one readers, ideas for discussion and play 
activities, a bibliography, reports on 
bias, and a brief statement of the 
effects of sex stereotyping. 

: The group is hoping that the government 
will distribute the booklets throughout 
the province and is looking for funds to 
produce similar books for other levels. 

There are a limited number of copies cur~ 
rently available, but if you are a grade 
one teacher, or aide phone or write to 
Woman' s Place for your copy. 

We meet about twice a month and if you 
want to get involved phone Linda at 
475-4777 or Roz at 284-1305 for info. 
on meetings. 

If you don't support the right of your 
children (and children in general) to 
grow into fully developed human beings, 
who will? 
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Open le~er to 
successful women · 

"Dear sisters, 
"I am speaking to all of 

you who have "made it" in a 
man's world. I am speaking 
to the womerr bank 
managers, and the ·women 
doctors, and the women race 
car drivers, and the women 
athletes, and the women 
politicians, and the women 
astronauts, and the women 
scientists. 

"I am speaking to all you 
women who have become 
rich and successful and who 
are saying things like "I 'm 
not a women's libber" or "I 
made it, so any woman can" 
or "I believe in femininity" 
or "I'm already liberated." 

"I have a few things to say 
to you that are very im
portant. 

"Fint: You did not make 
it alone . You are where you 
are today because of the 
hard work, the sacrifice, the 
imprisonment and death of 
thousands of women before 
you. You owe your position 
to the women who fought to 
liberate you from corsets 
and long skirts and fainting 
spells and "the curse" and 
legal non-existence, and 
forced ignorance, and 
idleness, and "women 's 
weakness" and a Tirm belief 
that you are incapable of 
doing a man's job. 

"The women's liberation 
movement is not new - it 
has existed for hundreds of 
years, and· you are part of 
the first generation to reap 
some of the benefits gained 
by these brave women. Do 
not forget this. 

" S'econd: Femininity is 
not the issue. When women's 
liberation says that]>latinum 
hair and pancake faces and 
uplift brassieres and girdles 
and giggles are the symbol 
of women's oppression, we 
mean just that. They are 
SYMBOLS; they are not the · 
source of oppression. 

"You cannot eliminate 
fasc i sm by bannin g 
11wastikas any more than you 
become a fascist by wearing 
one. swastikas were. a good 
luck symbol in many 
cultures. Symbols are dif
ferent lo different .cultures. 

"In North America women 

do not wear veils. We do not 
suggest for one minute that a 
woman is liberated by going 
without a bra or makeup. It 
is the media that has made 
an issue of these things - not 

· us. Women's freedom is not 
in any way dependent on how 
w~. dress, despite what the 
libe1;ated fashion mongers 
·would have us believe. 

"Tliird: Freedom is not 
the same thing as being 
successful. When you say 
you are liberated you are 
saying that you do not ex
pe r i enc!? the normal 
prejudices of be ing a 
woman. Of course you don't. 
You have made it in a man's 
world . But it is still a man's 
world, and what you call 
liberation does not deal in 
exceptions we deal in 
averages . And the average 
woman still faces many 
prejudices in her everyday 
life. You are not liberated 
until all women are 
liberated. 

"Fourth: There are still a 
lot of women who have 
gained nothing from the long 
struggles of our 
foremothers . They are poor. 
women , Indian women, 
black women, immigrant 
women, working-class 
women, very yourig women, 
very old women, lesbian 
women, single mothers, 
insane women, and "fallen 
women". 

"The women's liberation 
movement is concerned with 
continuing the fight for 
women's freedom --until all 
these women share the 
security of a good job, like 
the one· you already have. 
They too, are working hard, 
under adverse conditions 
and against incredible odds. 
It is no wonder that women 
like you are still the 
minority. 

"We want to keep on 
fighting against prejudice 
and ignorance, at whatever 
cost, until conditions are 
equalized for all women and 
men. This is what women's 
liberation is all about. 

"Fifth: When you say that 
you do not support women's 
liberation, you are standing 

in the way of these important 
advances, and negating the 
advances that have already 
been made. You are taking 
advantage of a good thing 
.and forgetting to give credit 
where it is due. You are not 
really a self-made woman. 
Remember this. 

"Slxtb: As a woman who 
has "made it" you are in a 
position to do a lot of good. 
You have money that could 
go to help the women's 

. movement. You have a 
ht.irigry press waiting for 
your . pronouncements on 
anything and everything. 
This is an appeal to you to 
understand the importance 
of the women's movement. 
To read some books and look 
'1t it objectively before you 
pass judgment publicly. To 
speak with women who work 
for women's liberation and 
consider what they are 

. saying. 

"Times are changing ·and 
nothing we can do can hold 
them back. So instead, we 
must start taking control of 
some of the changes, and do 
so responsibly by thinking . 
beyond our own lives and our 
own small circles and our 
own selfish needs. Women 
will move ahead with or 
without your help. History 
has shown that this is 
inevitable. But how much 
smoother, how much less 
violent, how. much easier 
these changes would be if 
you would help them. Think 
about it. 

"Sincerely, 
"Judy~ain. " 

This letter appeared in the 
fall '74 isaue of Tbe Otber 
Womao a Dl!w•p~per 
published by feminists. The 
subscription" is S2. per an
num and the address is: P.O. 
Box 928, Station 'Q', Toronto. 
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PUT YOUR ----- MONEY 

The much flaunted concept of collectivity 
in the Women's Movement has not reached · 
into the bottom seams of women's pockets . 
Feminists have discussed nearly every to~ 
pie imaginable, but rarely do we. di scuss 
what we do with our money , as individuals. 
and as groups . 

Women who make enough to save money out 
of their regular income have options for 
planning vacations and buying invest
ments toward their future. They con
sider this planning essential to their 
psychic survival. But women who have no 
extra money after living expenses have · 
no choices abou~ planning or buying . 
Tht:.y live from paycheck to paycheck . 
Life takes on a very different perspec~ 
tive with no escape or r elease 'to 109k 
forward to. 

T~ie different economi c experience of 
women are acted out in the politics of 
the Movement . For example, while equal 
pay for equal work is prc:.ctically · a 
holy principle t o feminists , the prin
ci ple is often forgotten when awornen 
i s doing work for the Movement. There 
i s an unspoken expectation that women 
can and should work for pure political 
satisfaction. This assumption may have 
originated out of a predominance of 
women in the movement who were not faced 
with the necessity of work for s·J.rvivcL1.; 
as such , it is an important manifesta
tion of individuals econmic situation 
being r eflected in movement politi cs . 
Similarly, the heavily emphasized cam
paign for promoting women to high l evel 
well-paying positions overlooks the 
widened gap created between them and 
lower- and working-class women. 

' 
If our goal is ending the oppression of 
women and creating a humane society for 
all people, we must develop and under
take strategies for achieving this. 
Confronting and eliminating the insti
tutions of capitalism, sexism , r acism, 
classism, heteros exism , and imperialism 
requires a powerful social, political 
and economic movement. We have to 
develop strategies and institutions on 
many fronts . We cannot expect tradi
tional funding sources to underwrite us . 

YOUR 

MOVEMENT IS! 

need women of all backgrounds and ex
perience, including those whose salary 
must support children or a household. 

Money and other resources are basic to 
the suryival of and control over our pro
grams and projects . Lack of financial 
resources should not be deciding factor 
in determining our priorities. Control 
of communication resources is key to 
building mass support for feminism. Own
ing our own media and communication re
sources increases our visibility and 
impact; we can reach women who never go 
to underground bookstor es or listen to 
movement r adi o stations . Radio, tele
vision, film , and publishing all require 
capital investment and technical skills. 

As we cr eate femini st institutions we 
will provide jobs for women. Only when 
we can offer women an alternative system 
with new principl es and actions, ·which 
also guarantee economic survival, will 
we have generated a substanti al source 
of power~ 

We must acknowledge that as long as 
money is solely in individual feminists ' 
control , it divides us. It creates 
privileges and security for a few there
by l eading to conflicting ideas about 
movement priorities . 

We must discuss money openly and honest
ly, not just in abstract discussions of 
the ruling class and their money, but in 
r eal gut discussions of who has what in 
our particular group . We should be 
aware of each others r esources--including 
money and property--as well as whether we 
can type or prepare incorporation papers. 
We must examine our values and see how 
we deal with money as well as talk about 
our financial backgrounds . 

What is essential is understanding our 
economic differences so that we begin 
to develop ideology and strategies which 
take these differ ences into account. We 
must realize that our money i s going to 
m'ake a vit al difference in the movement. 
Without it the Movement will ris e , then 
fc.11 , E.S the mone~- runs out . It is not 
necessary to become lower or working 
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class-in fact, that can't be done. 
What ·can be done is to recognize that 
our individual money can make the 
Movement something that is important 
to each of us and to all women. Put 
your money where your Movement is! 

1) Money is a necessary resource for 
building a revolutionary women's 
movement. 2) Money is a means to an 
end. 3) There ·is a reasonable living 
standard which can be established and 
adhered to by all. 4) No individual 
should have more money than is needed 
for her to live at this reasonable 
level. 5) Any individual whose in
come exceeds that reasonable level 
shares the excess. All of these as
sumptions challenge the .values of 
capitalism. 

A movement dedicated to eradicating 
inequities, . building new systems that 
correct the present ones is essential. 
Experimenting with new ideas and pro
grams which incorporate these assump
tions will lead to new economic rela
tionships and will prepare us for our 
task of creating a new economic system. 

Not all the necessary projects and 
organizations of the women's movement 
however can become entirely self
sustaining. These include those groups 
which engage in political organizing 
and action, the ideological and stra
tegic core of our movement. 

One reason that more radical groups 
have not formed is that many feminists 
have disdained money and believe we 
will destroy capitalism by totally 
avoiding it. Meanwhile, reformist 
groups have grown and survived because 
they have dealt with money. 

Membership dues can provide some basic 
income for political organization as 
well as a definitive membership. 

Radical political organizations are 
necessary, but given their inability 
to be self-sufficient, how can we fund 
them? And how can we develop a system 
of income sharing and redistibution of 
privilege within them? 

Privilege sharing is based on a basic com
mitment to each other's survival, and to 
the survival and building of a strong 
women's movement. Groups, whether exist
ing project/program groups, living col
lectives, or defined communities of women, 
can institute various ways to pool indi
vidual money and resources. Too much of 
present privilege sharing is tied only to 
personal relationships, such as between 
friends or lovers, rather than to politi
cal goals or groups. 

The above are excerpts from "Put Your $$ 
Where Your Movement Is!" by Beverly Fisher 
published in Quest: A Feminist guarterly, 
P.O. Box 8843, Washington, D.C. 

********* 

The author proposes a number of ways to 
share income, i.e., personal income tax 
in excess of a reasonable standard of 
living, Feminist Credit Unions, etc. 

A few copies of this complete article 
can be obtained at a Woman's Place. A 
meeting is planned for Monday, March 22, 
on this topic. 

************* 
has been stolen 

from _::_s.. hour. heroes .. die~t~n 
chi Z.1.w1,rt , from pen ton'!, 7,S, 

oveY11L1ork, oppression from 
bottled-up rage. Our geniuses* 
were never' taught to r'ead or 
u.1rite. We must 1'.nvent a past 
adequate to our tions. 
fv'e must create a future 
adequate ,to our needs. 

From "The Old Mole" 
Cambridge, Mass. 

************* 
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MARCH 
lnternat ional 
Women's Day 

On March 8, in 1857 women garment-textile 
workers staged a demonstration on the 
Lower East Side of New York City. A long 
line of miserably dressed and exploited 
women marched from the poorer district 
toward a more affluent area nearby. These 
women were demonstrating against the im
poverishment of their working conditions 
and were demanding equality for all women 
in work. They were especially angry 
about their indecent wages and a working 
day of twelve hours. When their proces
sion got out of the poor district they 
lived and worked in, the march was dis
persed by police. Some of the women were 
arrested and some were trampled in the 
confusion which followed police interrup
tion. Three years later in March of 1860 
these women formed their own union. 

On March 8, 1908 thousands of women from 
the needles trade industry marched again 
from the Lower East Side of New York 
City. This time, 61 years later, the de- · 
mands for shorter working hours and better 
working conditions remained the same as 
in 1857. Added to them, however, were 
demands for legislation against child la
bour and the right to vot e . No mention 
of police intrusion is made about this 
demonstration. 

In 1910, in Denmark at an International 
Socialist Congress, March 8 was proclaimed 
International Women's Day. Clara Zetkin, 
a German Socialist in the labour movement 
and .close personal friend of Lenin, re
called 53 years of struggle since 1857 and 
proposed, in memory of that first struggle 
in New York City, a day be set aside to 
int ernationally commemorate women and 
their struggle. Clara Zetkin had become 
known as a woman who was fighting for 
social equality for all women and her 
proposal was accepted. 

Since then, March 8 has been cel ebrated 
mostly in socialist countries by strug
gling women throughout the world. In Cuba 
and China emphasis is placed upon women 
as militant participants in the r evolu
tion, whereas in Rusia its celebration 
seems to have become similar to Mother's 
Day in the Unit ed States. 

In many countries of the world, March 8, 
is the occasion for common action by 
working women, be they workers or inte
llectuals, from town or country, and all 
those who wish to develop their skills 
for the benefit of society. 

The women know that security and copera
tion among the women of the world are 
goals that have to be attained if human 
dignity and well-being is to be assured 
for everyone , if young people are to be 
brought up to r espect life and given 
the opportunity to develop their talents 
to the full and place them at the service 
of mankind. 
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"FOUND ~oa<:" 
This article is an excerpt from a very interesting book written in 1893 in the U.S. 
by a woman named Mrs. M.L. Rayne. The Book is called What Can Women Do. The kinds 
of positions that women could take include the professions of -

Literature 
Music 
Steno. & Typewriting 
Keeping Borders 
Wood Engraving 

Journalism 
Government Clerk 
Bee Keeping 
Cookery 
Dressmaking 

Law 
Education 
Nursing 
Telegraphy 
Housekeeping 

Medicine 
Lady Canvasers 
Gardening 
Keeping Poultry 

This book can be found in the Museum of Man & Nature Library, third floor. 

-

OMEN feel friendship insipid 
, after love, says that dogmatic• 

' Frnnclun~~' La Rochefoncauld. 
Arnl Sw1[t, who ought to have 

known better, with <be example right 
under his eyes of tho l~~c~ .- loug affoc-

11011 of Esther Johnson au<l I .. ady li11lonl, wrote: 
"'t'o speak tho trn tl1, l neve r yuL k 11uw a toler
ahJo WOlll:tll to be fon<l o[ ll UI' O\Vll sex." 

It wonhl scareely b1~ woel.lt wltilo to a.t-
tempt to the SWP1 ~ ping assert.ions O.f . l .. . l . 
a eymc :till a satanst, W< ~ re i t Hot t, 1:1 t even Hl 

this advanced age we occasionally he:u· people of 
considerable sense advan ce a like opinion, with 

every appearance of believing it thernsel ves. Very sad, 
indeed, must be the private expcri on<:e of nny of us who 
caunot furnish at least 0110 reful.at ion uf this charge 
against womankind. 

But if the genuine friend ship which exi::;ts between 
'i,omen who are unknown to the public, like the testimo
nials attached to pate_nt medicines, is not likely to be 
t.'1ken as very uutlwntic proof of the value of the article, 
at least a few in~tances, of which there is abundant cor
roboration, in the\li v~s ~ world-renown~d and illust~idu¥ 
women, may serve to.p rove the truth of our argument. 

-
·what devotion could be more lasting and heroic than 

that of the Princess L:Lmballe for her unfortunate friend, -
Marie Antoinette '! They Lad shared each other' 8 confi
dences in the 11appy clays of prosperity, ancl, when evil 
clays came upon the queen, the princess could not be 
pcrsnaclell to 8eek her own safety by leaving the palace. 
\i\Then at; la::; t s li c w:i s snrnrnoncd to the bedside of a 
dying reht,irn, J\I:iri c Antoinette sent her a letter beg
g ing her not to return. "Your heart," she wrote, 
"wonlcl be too deeply wounded; you would have too 
many tears to shecl over my misfortunes, you who love 
mo so tenderly. Adieu, my dear Lamballe ; I am n.lwn.ys 
thinking of you, and you know I never change I" But 
the l)l'inccss hastenecl back to her imperiled friend, and 
aJl t hrough those tenible last days of the sack, the pil
lage, ancl 1.he pri son , clung to her with a devotion as 
tender as it was heroic. vVben they strove to draw from 
h er at the trial something prejudicial to the royal victim, 
when the mob which had lost the semblance of human
ity, with wild, red eyes, howled like wolves for blood, 
she prefcncrl cfoat.h to t.rcachery, .and her beautiful head, 
with iLs w1)a1th of golden locks, in which was concealed · 
thi s last letl<~ l' from Mariu Antoinette, was elevated on a 
pike before the prison window of the w01nan for whom 
she had died. 

\Vhatever may have been said derogatory to this 
daughter of l\fari ~t Therosa, the fact Rtancls proved that 
'a womau who could inspire ~nd hold Such a devoted ancl 
h<j'.ble friendship must, have had.J eliynents of chnmcter 
eqbally lofty-and beautiful. ( 

. 
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Scarcely less touching and heroic was the attachment 
of Catharine Douglass to Lady Jane Beaufort, consort of 
James I. of Scotland, to whom she was maid or honor. 
On that terrible night of li'ebruary 20, 1487, when tl1rc1) 

1rnndrnd assa::;s in ::;, led by the earl of .A thole, "were 
forcing their way into the royal chamber, C:1,tharine 
thrust her bea.uf;ifnl arm into the 8ta11chion of tlle door 
as a bolt, an<l held ii; there till ii; \Vas broken." 

•r1tc poet Ch:rnce r had go0l1 cause to J;rn w11L the p res
euco of a powerfnl lady rival in the a ffedio11::; o[ his 
intended brirle, who for this reason k ept him v·:aiting 
eight years for her hand. Philippa P icanl wa::; the 
favorite of the qneen of Edwarcl the Thirtl , and, being 
warmly attached to her royal friend, she vowed r;hc would 
not marry while the latter lived ; and so the fa ther of 
English poetry was forced to possess his soul in patience 

· until the death of the queen set his a ffi anced free. ' 
Mary Stnart's four maids of h onor, Mary Fleming, 

Mary Be ton, Mary Livingston, · ancl Mary Seton, the 
Queen's Marys," as they were called, with the exception 
of one who through illness was obliged to retire ton. con
vent, never left their royal mis tress while she 1ived, but 
suppor te<l a nd comforted h er even to the block. 

A friendship which provoked the goo c1-naturc<l ric1i-
cmle of the day was that of Madame Salvage <ln F avc-, 
rolles for Hortense, daughter of Josephine, and qn<>en of 
Holland. Madame was jocosely called the queen'::; body· 
guard, as she seeme<l to be h er shaflow on n 11 ocr.;1s ion~ . 

But when in the last illness of llorteu::;c she s till 
remained her shadow, never leaving her day or night, 
and after her friend's dea.th faithfully carried out the 

. in s truc tions of the will, the jokers were silent. 
Hannah More, who wrote the tragedy of Percy for 

David Garrick, and whose fame as a dramatist was wide 
in h er day, became so attacheJ. Lo Mrs. Garrick after the 
tragedian' s <lea th that the . widow fondly called Miss 
More her chaplain. 

Miss Elizabeth Carter, who enjoyed the friendship of 
Dr. Johnson and other great men of that time, had a 
d evo te<l conJidante in the person of Miss Catherine Tal
bo t. They slw red th eir secrn ts, aiul corresponded regu
larly for t,J1irt.y year::>. Never in all that time was there 
one ins tance o[ betrayal or misnn<leni tanding. Think 
of that, ye croakers a1Hl cynic0, who are forever saying 
' ' a woman can' t k eep a ::;ecret ! Think of k eeping 
hundreds of secre ts, and for thirty years, too ! If there 
are any men who can boast of a more extended confi
dence an<l friendship, we have never known them. 

Annn. Seward, admi red in her generation as a beauty 
and a, writ.m', was f,li e devoted friend of the lovely Honora 
Sn~ yd, of whom Major Andre was the rejected lover. 
"Ah," writes l\·~i ss Seward, "how deeply was I a fellow 
snfferer with Major Andr61 on her marriage I \Ve both 
lost·. ltnr forev er." 

l\fi i'is Sewnr<l' s once famous "Monody on - Major 
An<1r(~ , " in which she severely censured \Vashington for 
his part in the execution of the unfortunate young 
officer, was the source of so much grief and mortification 
to the general that, after peace was concluded between 
this country and Great Britain, he sent an officer to the 
English lady, with papers showing how he had labored 
to save Andre. "On. examining them," she writes to 
the Ladies of Llangollen, "I found they entirely acquit
t ed the general. They filled me with conLrition for the 
rash injustice of my censure." 

The Ladies of Llangollen, above referred to, were p er
haps the most roman tic and remarkable instances of 
single-hearted devotion on record. William R Alger 
has give n a most delightful account of them, from whi ch 
we condense the following : In the latter iiart of the 
eighteen th cen t 11ry Lady El eanor Bu tl<~ r and J\fis ::; fhrah 
Ponsonhy conceive<l for each otl1 nl' :melt a. v ioh ~ nL affec
tion that they il ctcrmi1wd f;o fol's:ike Ll1 0 social world, 
nrnl pa ss Lhe rrnn :tin<for o[ tl1 c ir liv<~s Lngc l.11 e1'. Ac1·orcl
i11gly 1.lt< ~y <1cparl.ccl 1.o :w ohscurn r1?tl'<~at in tlt c cot111l.ry, 
hnt their re laLirns, strongly ohj nc ting t.o stH'h an eccen
tric proceeding, t racecl ont theil' hiding-place, a.n<l f'mc
ceeded in seriarat ing an<l bring ing I hem back. Opposi
tion in nowi :::;e clam pen eel their ardor, and they deter mi necl 
that Llrn ir scconcl elopement should be a more sncr.ess ful 
one. Confiding their secret onl y to a single faitltfnl ser
van t., they Heil. They chose the romantic valley of Llan
goll en, in ' \Tales, one of the quietest and loveli est. spots 
in the world. Here they bought a tiny cottage, which 
they ii tte<l with every comfort., and fnrnishca with hooks, 
pi ctures, an <l all the necessiti es of t wo elegan t, c11ll.:1rP<l 
women. '!'heir 111~ i glihors, ign oran t of th eir names. c:1l11 ?tl 
them " the Ladies of the Vale." "For a qnar!1· r nf a 
century, it is said, they never spent twenty-four lioilrs a.t 
a time ou t of their happy valley." They seem never Lo 

have weariecl ·of each other, or to have had even the 
slightest misnncl crstrtnding. 

A fa i1l11'1tl se rvant, who had been mnch attacl1Pcl to 
them, SL~t ont sever:i.l times to seardt for tlte young ladies 
in ,·a in. 'J'Jwy, happening to hear of her unsuccessful 
atternpt::;, sent fo r the woman, and she lived and died of 
old :1ge in thei1· 1-iervice. 

.A J' r:er a time r.Jio story of this romantic friendship 
ocg;tn to be noised abroad, and brough t many distin
gm ;:;ltcd vbitors to the li ttle cot tage in Llangollen. Qni te 
a mt rnber of t hese g nests became sincerely attached to 
thoil' entertainers, and an extensive correspondence was; 
the rnsnlt. Madame de Genlis wrote enthusiastically o:E 
h er stay with them. She spok e of the exquisite taste of 
their ti ny establishment, and especiall y of the .11i~olian 
h;irp t lwy lt:t<l in tlw libra.ry winclow, which she then 
11 c:ll'(l fo1 · J.J1 e fi rnt t ime. Both of tho la<1i es read and 
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spoke most or the m0tlern languages, ancl Mi_ss Seward, 
in <foscribing tho lil'irary of "the two Minervas," spe:iks 
of tlw Ii nest editions, s11pe1·bly bound, of t.Jie best authors 
of prnse and verse in tho English, French and Italian 
languages. 'rhey were especially aumirers of Dante. 
Miss Seward paid many tributes in verse to their charm
ing retreat, which she called the "Cambrian Arden," 
an cl the two ladies "the Rosalind and Celia of real life." · 

Miss Martineau visited them in their old age, and 
describes as something unique these ancient dames in 
their riding habits, with the rolled and powdered hair, 
and stately manners of a past century. They declared 
that they had never, even in the long winters of impris: 
oning snows, felt a desire to return to the world they had 
abandoned. Miss Sarah Ponsonby lived to be seventy
six years of age, and Lady Elc::mor Charlotte Butler to 
be ninety. 'rheir deaths were onl:.- two years apart. 
'rims for nearly three score years Ji·:ed together two of 
the most devoted friends the worid has eve1· known. 
Their last resting-place, with Chat th~ faithful servant, 
CQ-n be seen to-day, marked by a marble tombstone, in 
the old churchyard of the little Welsh village, set in the 
vel ,-ety green of its valley, and shadowed by the rugged 
hills of Llangollen. 

A world-renowned friendship was that of the bril-, 
liantly-giftecl Madame de Stael and the most celebrated 
beauty of her time, Madame R6camicr. l\forg:u·et Ful
ler, after seeing an engraving of the latter, records in her 
diary the following: "I have so often thought over the 
intimacy between her and Madame de Stael. It is so 
true that a woman may be in love with a. wornnn, and a 
ma.n with a man.'' Ma.d:ime R6c:uni01· h:ul an enthusi
astic :ipprncin.tion of the geniu~ of lit )!' l'rinnd, and 
M:ulamo cle St:wl in return felt a sm'L or i11toxiqat;ion of 
happiness in the society of the beautit'ul young creature, 
whose sincerity, purity and loftiness or character, 
together with other charming attributes, nernr foilcu to 
attrnct arnl fascinate. Sainte Benve said that she 
brought the art of friendship to perfection, and Luyster 
that she "seemed to possess some talisman by whose 
spell she disarmed envy and silenced detraction." ·· It 
need scarcely be hinted that the talisman was innate 
unselfishness, sweet kindliness and tact. or the first 
meeting of these two remarkable women Madame Rec~
mier says: ''That day was an epoch in my life.'' 

On the banishment of Madame de Stael, Madame 
Rl"!.camiee risk.ell the displeasure of Napoleon in orde~ to 
vbit h1~ 1· fri end, for which action she also was banished. 
Dul'i11g t lii:-3 :->:td period the two kept up an incessant cor-

;.rcs po11dt ~ 11ce. Ou one occasion, after l't•ceiving a present 
fro11L ht~1· "dear Juliette," Madame de Stael writes: 
'' Dt!:t t' frieml, how this dress has touched me ! I shall 
wear it on 'L'nesday in taking leave of the court. I shall 
tell everybody that it is a gift from you, and shall make 
~11 the men sigh that it is not yon who are wearing it.'' 

Again she \Hites from Blois: "Dear Juliette-Our 
st:iy 11 e1·e i::i drawing to a close. I cannot conceive of 
ei ther count1·y or home life without yon. ;: know that 
cel'tain sc•ntiments seem t.o be more necessary to me; but 
I also kll!l\V that everything falls to pieces whun you 
lea 11·." In :tl!(Jther lettel' slw Hays: "Yo11I' l'rit•11<lsl1ip 
is ]ik1 ) ll1n spl'ing in tl11J <lesL!l't that; 1wve1· fails; a11tl His 
this wli i<:lt makes it i111possible not to love you." 

'l'hat M:1<1:i me de Stael's estimate of her frfond was cor
l'e~t, imh~<•tptent events most unmistakably demonst rated. 
De:ith only ende(l this beautiful attachment. 'l'he de•ro
tion of ~Cadame H.0cam1er to th3 memory 0f the illustri
ous author, ancl lie1· ofl'ort<1 to disseminate her writings 
were nnt kss earnest aml genuine than had been her 
affc'cl ion fo1· her Ii ving .friend. 

The fascination of this delightful subject might make 
on1 ~ , like the brook, "go on forever," were it not for a . 
wholesome fear of remlers less enthusiastic on this point 
than the writer.· But certainly examples similar to the 
fol'egoing might be multiplied to fill volumes. How 
much might be s•ud of such pairs of friends as Elizabeth 

Barrett Browning and Mary Mitford, Joanna Baillie and 
Miss Aiken, Mrs. Hemans anu Miss J ewsbury, Madame 
Swetchim and Romauura. Stounlza, Margaret Fuller a1id 

the Marnhioness Arconati, L. }.faria Child nnu Lucy 
Oi:;gooJ., antl Sarah Austin and the Duchess of Orlean~. 

It seems as if each ancl every one of these said to us: 
"Dear sister woman, you cannot afford . to do without 
such a necessity as a true, devoted friend. Yon cannot 
afford to forego the uplifting of soul, the broadening 
and sweetening of youi' life, which such an experience 
brings. They who are forever sufficient unto themselves 
must be either gods or fiends; they are not human. The 
most shrinking, sensitive temperament that shuns all 
social life lws 1rnP.d of one friend, as Michael Angelo hacl 
of Vittol'i:t Colonna. Do not expect perfectio11, but 
covur small faults with the mantle of sweet ch:trity, and 
t101.t't lift up tho corner of tho mantle to sceif they are 
still thriving; search, search, search :for what is nobler. 
As elevating and beautiful as are these friendships we 
have been considering, be sure that one breath of envy, 
petty spite, narrowness, or uncharitableness would have 
killed them as de:tll a8 an Easter lily under the hot blast 
of the desert. "Do men gather grapes of thorns ~" 

-ALICE E. IVES. 

"To see a lady of such tas~e 
so slatternly is shocking 
your pen & poetry lay by . 
& learn to darn your stocking." ,9 



The WITGI* Manifesto 

WITOi is in all women, everything. 
It's theatre, revolution, 
Magic, terror and joy. 
It's an awareness that witches and gypsies 
Were the first guerrilla and resistance fighters 
Against oppression--the oppression of women, 
IX:>wn through the ages. 
Witches have always been women who dared 
To be groovy, couragous, aggressive, 
Intelligent, non-conformist, explorative, 
Independent, sexually liberated, and revolutionary. 
(This may explain why nine million women 
Have been burned as witches.) 

Witches were the first friendly heads 
and dealers' 

The first birth-control practitioners, 
and abortionists, 

The first alchemists. 
They bowed to no man, 
Being the last living reTIIllants 
Of the oldest culture of all--
One in which men and women were equal 
Sharers in a truly cooperative society, 
Before the death-dealing sexual, 
Economic, and spiritual repression 
Of the "Imperialist Phallic Society" 
Took over and began to shit all over nature 
And human life. 

A witch lives and laughs in every woman. 
She is the free part of each of us, 
Beneath the shy smiles, 
The acquiescence to absurd male domination, 
The make-up or flesh-suffocating clothing 
Our sick society demands. 
There is no joining WIT0-1. 

You can form your own Coven of sister witches·, 
IX> your own actions. 
Whatever is repressive, 
Solely male-oriented, 
Greedy, puritanical, authoritarian, 
Those are your targets. 
Your weapons are theatre, 
'Magic, satire, explosions, herbs, 
Music, costumes, masks, stickers, 
Paint, brooms, voodoo dolls, 
Cats, candles, bells, 
Your boundless beautiful imagination. 
Your power comes from your own self, 
As a woman. 
From sharing, rapping, and acting 
In concert with your sisters. 
You are pledged to free our brothers 
From oppression and stereotyped sexual roles, 
As well as ourselves. 
You are a witch by being female, 
Untamed, angry , joyous and immortal. 
You are a witch by saying alond 
"I am a witch" 
And thinking about that. 

*From Women's Interna tional Terrorist Conspiracy 
from Hell, New York , 1968 

If you are a woman, an dare to look within yourself, 
You are a witch. 
You make your own rules. 
You are free and beautiful. 
You can be invisible or evident, 
In how you choose to make your witch self known. 
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u b LI c ~t 1 0 
Woman's Place is a women's service & 
referral centre, & a meeting place for 
women's groups. In our six years of 
operation we have produced a number of 
booklets or articles which you may wish 
to purchase. 

·Monthly newsletter 
Personal subscription 
Institutional subscription 

·Child Care Booklet, 1973 

•Manitoba Women Together, 
A Legal Handbook 
first printing 1972, 
revised 1975 

·Questions and Answers About 
Women's Liberation 

•Handbook for Winnipeg Women 
(Only a few copies left) 

•Women & Self Defense 
(include 25¢ for postage 
& handling) 

·T-Shirts: size medium 
Wonder Woman 
Women 's Liberation 

·Patches: hand-embroidered 
"Uppity Women Unite" 
"Sisterhood is Blooming" 
"Woman's Place is in the 

$3.00/yr. 
6.00/yr. 

$.50 

$1.00 
+10¢ 
postage 

$.50 

$1.50 

Free 

$3 .00 
$3.00 

$1.25 

World", etc . 
•Sleeping Beauty wakes up $1.50 

Booklet for grade one teachers 
on sexism in schools 
60 pp. 

NS 

If you want to order any of the above, 
write and send money to: 

Woman's Place 
143 Walnut Street 
w; nn:i D<>C1 - M.<>Yl.; t r.h.<> 11 



The Other Woman is a 3-year old Canadian bi-monthly feminist newspaper 
with national distribution. We feature articles on: international women, 
native women, children, health care (mental and physical), lesbianism, 
single parents, struggle. Plus: analysis, reviews, news, letters, a 
monthly column on starting a feminist newspaper, and MORE! We need you 
to help us build a strong women's movement in Canada. Contribute! Send 
us .your writing, your photographs, your news, your drawings. Help the news 
to get around! Send us names and addresses of people who should receive 
sample copies of the paper. Send us the mailing list from your organizations, 
newspapers, etc. Subscribe! 

In Canada: $3/yr. individuals; $10/yr. institutions 
In U.S. and overseas: $4/yr. individuals; $12/yr. institutions 

Write: The Other Woman 

RAPE 
P. 0. Box 928, Station Q 
Toronto, Ontario 

Although there is much concern and discussion about rape these days, 
very little is actually known in terms of what the experience means to the 
woman herself. We are now beginning a study on the social and psychological 
effects of rape on women. For this study, rap e means any act of sexual 
intercourse you are made to c·orrunit against your wi 11 whether it be by your 
husband, neighbout or a stranger. The results of th is study will be used to 
help women who have been raped. Because everyone's experience is unique, 
we need to talk with and receive information from as many women as possible. 
Great care will be taken to guaran t ee tha t the name of the participants are 
never associated with this study. Anything you might tell us is strictly 
confidential. If you have ever been raped and would be willing to fill out 
a qu.estionnaire or be interviewed, please write to me at the address below 
or call (519)-742-6745. Betsy Spaulding, 

ABORTION 

c/o Psych. Dept., 
Universi ty of Guelph, 
Guelph, 
Ontario. 

Abortion Research Project: Although there i s much discussion and concern 
about the issue of abortion today, there is little information on how Cana
dian women have responded to having an abortion. We are now doing a study 
of the experiences of Canadian women who have sought and obtained a thera
peutic abortion inside Canada or elsewhere. If you have had an abortion and 
would be willing to fill out our questionriaire . Please send your name and 
address to us and a questionnaire will be mailed to you. Great care will be . 
taken to ensure your anonymity and confidentiality and no names will be asso
ciated with the study. If you are interested in helping us in this research, 
please write to: Kathy Logsdail and Lorraine Wood, 

c/o Department of Psychology 
University of Guelph, 
Guelph, Ontario 
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