


The Monthly Newsletter is published by Winnipeg Women's Liberation, 
office at A Woman's Place, 143 Walnut St., 876-4581. 
Subscription price is $3.00 a year and single copy price is 

If you have any letters, articles, announcements, poems, 
literary articles to submit, send them to the above address. 

The price of the newsletter has increased due to the 
increased cost of our larger off-set edition. Thanks 
to the many people who have been sending in their 
subscription fees. Those of you who paid recently 
and paid $2.oo, we will still keep you down for a years 
subscription, but we would appreciate the extra $1.00 
if you can send it. 
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1 
NOV~MB ER i;V~ r~TS 

WEEK OF November 3 - 9 

Monday, No~. 4 - Meeti n~ of all those interested in 
participetin~ in Women's T~eatre, 8:00 ~.m. A Woman's Place. 

Thursday, ~ov. 7 - "The ories ·if ~../omen's Liberatrion," talk 
and discussion at U. of M. - UMSU Rulldin~, 7:30 o.m. 

Thursday, ~~ov. 7 - Film on ~motional dealth sponsored by 
~~C SD - 8 :00 p.m., YW:A 

Saturdav , ~ ov . 9 - ~ornPn's Par t y . - B:nn p.m. on at 
9-2 77 Arbu t hnor st. 

wEEK OF November 10- 16 

Mondav, Nov. l l - k emembrance Day - No Meetin~s 

Wednesday, t~ ov. 1 3 - Y\.JGA ·-:lasi:; <m Men ooause Begiqs 

Wednesday , ifov. 1 3 - D2:A D LH~E f ;)R SUB1vilTTING ARTICLES FOR 
DECEM6 2R NEWSL~TT~R 

Thursdav, N0v. ll.i. - " ilis torv of :...iomen" Talk and Discussion 
at U. of 1'1. - ; J ,t-.'~SU Bu i ldin~, 7: 30 m. 

WEEK of ~ovembe r 17-23 

Monday, l'ilov. U~ - Cou:'l try RP-e l s will ~r-. ow s0me of their 
Vi de o- Tapes they ;>roduc e d t hi s summer and maybe some 
s hor t f i lms . 

Thursday , .~ ov. 21 - " SPxua U . t y'' Talk and discussion at U. Of M. 
UMSU Bu ild i ng , 7:30 o .m~ 

WEEK of November 25-30 

Monday, Nov. 25 - Goordinatin~ Committee Meeting and 
Mail-out of newsletter, 8:0() o.m. 

Thurs., Nov. 28 - " '..Jome n in Literature" talk and disoussion 
at U. of M. - UMSU Building - 7:30 p.m. 



.. . 

Saturday 

November 9 

8:00 p.m. on 

9-277 Arbuthnot 

All Women Invlted 

Bring something to share--

drinks--snacks- -a favorite 

record. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT ID~AS 

WOMEN'S CALENDARS 

We have ordered Women's Calendars 
again this year to sell. They 
make very good Christmas gifts. 

The Calendar was researched by 
five women from Saskatoon under 
a Canada Council grant. 

The calendar is intended to reveal 
the struggles and achievements of 
Canadian women in politics, the 
arts, labor and sports. 

The format of the date pages has 
been changed--the amount of 
information has been reduced to 
allow more space for writing. 
The opposing pages include photo­
graphs, graphics, poetry and 
writ ten material on women and 

l events in Canadian herstory 

The or ice of the Calendar has 
increased to $4.00. 

Christmas Gift Subscription 
t o the newsletter. 

Please send a gift subscription 
to the Women's Liberation 
News l et t er t o the following: 

Begin with the issue. 

Enclose a gift card with the 
first issue from: 

A check for $3.00 is enclosed. 



DID YOU LOOSE US I N THE 
SUDDEN MOVE AT THE END OF 

THE SUMMER'??'? 

We are at 143 Walnut, which is one 
block west of Mayland and block 
north of Westminster. We are open 
from 9:30 a.m. through early 
evening, though we are sometimes 
closed over the lunch hour, so 
phone first if you wan t to come 
then. Same phone - 786-4581 

GRANTS 

LOCAL INITIATIVES PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR 

Woman's Place has decided to apply 
to IWY Secretariat for funds to 
establish a media collective. The 
propos e d p roject is still fairly 
general but will concentrate on 
train i ng a nd encouraging women inte r t 
es ted in com.rnunications and facilit- ; 
ating the dissemination of produced 
material. Lois Browne will draw up 
a pre limina ry budget which will b e 
sent to those interested for discus- ; 
sion at the next meeting. If you l 
want to attend, call her in about / 
a week's time at 453-3972 for the 
date and time. 

FLEE :V:APJ{i;:T -- CLOT~U '1 ::; 

ThA .'~ 0rth Winni 11e5 Community Action 
Center had a Flee Market on Sat. 
oet. 19 . A Woman' s Place was asked 
to pu t up a table which we did. We 
dec ided to get rid of some of the 
clothe s which are f looding the 
basement. We were ~oing to g ive 
t hem away, bu t the F lee ~arket 
wanted us to sel l them at a 10w 

Woman's Place and Country Reels p ric e whi ch was the idea of the 
have applied for joint funding l F lee Mark e t a nd also other people i 
from LIP for December through till J were sellin~ clothes a nd it wouldn't! 
the end of May. The project will have bee n fair for us to ~ive ours ; 
concentrate on an outreach program j away. i 
directed mainly towards schools - , 
providing information on career We did se ll some clothes (mostly foJ 
opportuniti es, kinds of di scrim- 25¢ & 50¢) and 11 patches. We made 
ination to combat and women and $6./5 on the clothese and stil~ had l 
the family. Resource material to brin~ most of them back a~ain 
will be expanded to include local so it was not a n unqua lif ~ed succes ~ . 
up-to-date provincial and city- We have a numbe r of baby clothese 
oriented informati on in these t hat were .g iven to us lately and we 
areas and this information will be are ~oing to t ake those somewhere 
communicated through the use of where they can be given away to 
educational packets, videotapes, ?eoole who need them. We will 
literature, films, speakers and 6ontinue to ~ave a Children's 
seminars. The seminars will be clothing exchange, so if you have 
for both female and male students. clo t hes your children have outgrown, 

To complement this an internal 
research program will be set up 
to collect information on labour 
rights and job opportunities for 
working women, and the other 
resources at the Centre will be 
worked on and improved. 

We should know whether our appli ­
cation has been successful (and 
how many positions there are to 
fill) sometime after November 15. 

you can bring them down. Those of 
us with s mall children have been 
makin~ g ood use of things people 
have d onated. 

MONDAY MEE TI NGS - see Calendar on 
page l 

THEATRE GROUP and METAPHYSICAL 
(OCCULT) GROUP see page I~ 



THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT ON CAMPUS 

The Women's Liberation movement at 
the University of Manitoba is in 
the process of organizing. A three­
person co-ordinating committee has 
formed, which is taking care of the 
details of finding office space, 
applying for funds, etc. 

Consciousness-Raising groups are 
being planned, but the times have 
not been set as yet. 

An introductory series of weekly 
discussions is taking place on 
Thursday evenings on basic topics 
related to Women's Liberation. The 
discussions so far have been on 
Socialization~ Marria~e, Motherhood 
and the Family; and gducation. 
Women from A Woman's Place are 
giving a short presentation eac~ 
week on the topic and then there 
is discussion. 

These meetings are a good intro­
duction to Women's Liberation 
issues and a chance to discuss these 
issues as they relate to University 
students. 

It also gives people in the group 
a chance to get to know each other 
before the Consciousness-Raising 
groups start in which people can 
deal with issues at a more personal 
level. 

The topics for the coming weeks are: 

Oct. 31 - Women in the Economy 

Nov. 7 - Theories of Women's 
Liberstion 

Nov. 14 - Htstory of Women 

Nov. 21 - Sexuality 

Nov. 28 - Women in Literature 

Dec. 5 - Politics and 
Strategy of Women's Libera­
tion 

The meetings are usually taking 
place in Flin Flon room near the 
Cafeteria in UMSU Building on 
campus. (Check the meeting list 
for the day in UMSU). 7:30 P.M. 

Those of you on campus, watch for 
articles and notices in the 
Manitoban. You can contact the 
~roup through the Manitoban or 
the Abortion Action Coalition 
office in UMSU. 

* * * * * * * * * 
ABORTION RALLY - OCT. 16 

Wed. Oct. 16, the Committee to 
Defend Dr. Morgentaler held a 
Rally at the U. of Winnipeg. 
Typical Winnipeg-style, there 
were about 40 people there. 
Jnly l other woman from Women•s 
Liberation, that I know of. 
(There We s a larger rally during 
the clay at the University of Man. 

Abortion seems to be becoming a 
dead issue. I believe that all 
those people who have strong 
feelings about repealing laws, 
think that these laws are so 
obviously µnjust, that as a 
matter of course politicians will 
see the light and change the laws. 

1:.Jomen--don' t kid yourselves~ 
Laws never change without pressur 
from those oppressed. The reform 
have helped some women but not 
enough. Many women are waiting 
weeks in agonizing suspense-­
risking their safety with every 
week' s de lay, while hos pi ta 1 
committees who oftentimes haven'· t 
even interviewed her decide her 
fate. The following is a text 
of the address that I gave to 
represent A Woman's Place. 



ABORTION SP2~CH 

Abortion is the democratic right 
of every woman . tfe must have 
contro l over our own bodies. 
Freedom of choice has bee n denied 
l ong enough. Abortion must be 
removed from the crimal code. 

lt is women alone who bear the 
responsibilities for carrying , 
bearing and rearing chi ldren-­
therefore we demand the right to 
plan the bes t time for the arrival 
of each child . 

We are taught that motherhood and 
children are revered i n our socie ty 
--yet they make up the l arge st 
proport ion of the poor. 

Our society does no t provide ade­
quate child care fac ili ties to 
help families to work to provide 
a decent standard of living. 

Public education on birth c ontrol 
methods is tota lly l acking , expec­
ially for young people o Young 
women are forced to caxry and bear 
unwanted children in retribution 
for so-called sexual transgressions 

The media and government want us to 
be lieve the aborti on rate is rising 
--when in fact, no one every knew 
how many were performed illegally 
in the past . Also , the number 
of unwanted children can never be 
measure9 except by looking at the 
battered child statistics and the 
numbers in our jails and sanitar­
iums. 

Otto Land and the anti-abortion 
camp would lead us to believe that 
repeal of the abor tion laws is a 
minority position--1 do not believe 
that most Canadians support the 
abortion laws. 

We must condemn Ot to Land and his 
autocratic statements. He is not 
entitled to make dicisions for all 
Canadians. 

The anti-abortion camp is highly 
or~anized, with big money backing 
and thousands of members in major 
Canadian cities. They are ~etting 
themselves elected to hospital 
boards (Niagara Falls) and haras­
sing doctors who perform abortions 

Only 260 out of 1300 hospitals 
in Canada are performing any 
abortions. 

Those of us who believe strongly 
in r emova l of the abortion laws 
from the criminal code must 
inundate politicians with our 
and c ontinue public education 
programs . 

Write Ot to Land, Peter Reilly 
a pro-abortion MP ) your federal 
and provincial MIA's. 

Encourage the silent majority to 
speak up . 

1975 is ! nte ir-nation Women's Year. 
The abor tion laws must be repealed 
as a ba s i c s tep to women's 
liberationo 

Ellen Kruger 



LANG EMBARKS ON WITCH;·HUNT 

Otto Lang in a self-appointed crusa·~ ~t;§ ~nizations to carry out 
ade against abortion has taken it their programs for helping other 
upon himself to intervene in the women. 
affairs of ... government depart­
ments who are giving'l.1g.rants to 
womtn"'s groups that counsel on abor 
ti on. 

He i s worried that these groups may 
advise women to seek help in the 
United States where many state 
legislat\lres have legalized aborti­
on. 

The Woman's Place deplores this 
flagrant abuse of power on behalf 
of the Minister of Justice. Where 
is the "justice" when a man who has 
a high government off ice and easy 
access to media coverage decides f o 
millions of women that they should 
not have the opportunity to be coun 
setted on abortion. 

«'here·~; t11. •;:aot1hing illegal in this 
counselling. The United States 
legislation has seen fit to legaliz 
abortion and many cities across the 
border are providing safe, thera­
peutic abortions. There is no crime 
involved in giving women who seek 
abortion information details about 
the 'lfervices. 

Now Lang is "investigating" woman's 
centres. By cutting off funds to 
these centres, Lang is also cutting 
off much needed birth control ser­
vices, counselling on legal Canad­
ian abortions, self-help health 
clinics and many more programs for 
women. 

The Saskatoon womenl·s centre has 
been waiting since last April for 
a $5,760 grant allocated to them 
by the Secretary of State's women's 
department. 

Whether or not people believe in 
abortion is not the issue at stake 
this time. The issue is one man 
foisting his personal beliefs 
{he is a Roman Catholic with seven 
children) on an entire civil servic , 
cutting off the chances for many 

' 

We'd like to see as many women 
as possible send in letters of 
protest to the Department of 
Justice condemning Xr. Lang and 
the government for allowing this 
personal abuse of power. 

Write Otto Lang 
Minister of Justice 
House of ~om:nons 
Ottawa 

or start up a petition. 

- NATURE HAS GIVE~ WOMEN SO MUCH 

PO~ER THAT TliE LAW HAS VERY 

WISELY GIVEN THEM LITTLE -

Dr. Samuel Johnston 
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WE ARE READY TO PROTEST AGAINST 

HIGH PRICE OF FOOD 

ARE YOU77 

We know you are tired to attending meetings 
so all we want is your support and 

A FEW HOURS OF WORK 

The Winnipeg Food Prices Committee is calling 
for a BOYCOTT OF ALL CHA INS and SUPERMARKETS on 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

To make the boycott really ef fective, 
the National Farmers Union is going to hold a 

sale of FARM FOOD a t the LEGISLATIVE GROUNDS, 

SATURDAYp NOVEMB ER 9 

from 1 :00 on at WHOLESALE PRICES 

our DEMANDS are: 

1) an immediate reduction in food prices, without 
reducin~ real income of farm or labour 

2) an end to profiteering 

3) the creation of a publically owned retail food 
outlet, for Manitoba grown f ood stuffs. 

JOIN US! DO YOUR SHARE! 

BOYCOTT--Buy direct from the farmers--write your M.P. M.L.A. 

HELP DISTRIBUTE our LITERATURE, that WEEK 

Phone 475-4777 or 786-4581 to help out 

Endorsed by: Woman's Place, Winnipeg Labour Council, Women's 
Labour Caucus, M.F.L., etc. 



WCJMEN tN fttE Lft{3art NEWS i 
"PRAY FOR THE DEAD 

AND FIGHT LIKE HELL 

FOR THE LIVING. 

Thousands marched under this 
banner, a -. ca ,l r used by 
Mother Jones who organized 
miners from 1890's until 
her death in 1930. 

WOMEN IN FOREFRONT OF MINERS' 
VICTORY by Paula Swan 

Coal miners at Brookside in Ken­
tucky have just scored a major 
victory. This is the culmination 
of a 13-month struggle in which 
several significant turning point 
can be attributed to the courag­
eous action and support of a 
number of the miners' wives, 
daughters and other women sup­
porters. Together they forced 
Duke Power Company, the sixth 
largest electric utility chain 
in the U.S. to sign a contract 
with the United Mine Workers 
(UMW) union. 

The miners joined the union in 
July 1973. Duke Power Co. refuse 
to negotiate or sign any contract 
with UMW unless it in turn agreed 
to a no-strike clause and senior­
ity according to ability as 
opposed to experience. 

The Brookside miners went on 
strike. That was thirteen months 
ago. The Brookside miners, and 
their families were unwaveringly 
adamant and determined in their 
demands. 

Trying to destroy the strike, 
Duke Power Co. via its subsidiary 
Eastover Mining Co., resorted to 
innumerable intimidation tactics. 
At first these included delays in 
negotiations, outright firings of 
striking workers, and threats to 
evict the strikers and their 
families from the company-owned 
housing. 

But the strike kept building. Then 
t here were court injunctions limitin 
the number of picketers allowed 
outside the mines. And most recentl 
the company enlisted the aid of f ift 
professional strikebreakers armed 
with automatic weapons, who together 
with the state police, tried to 
break t~e strike with vtolence and 
murder. 

Realising that the men's strike was 
their struggle too, numbers of the 
miners' wives, daughters, widows 
and Other women of the town formed 
the Brookside Women's Club. Despite 
the threat of arrests and jail 
sentences, they maintained pickets 
outside the -triine·s and thus were 
successful in closin~ it down. 
Several of the women were arrested 
and were given severe jail sentences 

Then miners in another mine owned 
by the Duke Power Co. in Highsplint 
alRo joined the UMW and joined the 
strike. 

Many picketers were seriously 
wounded by machine-guns fired at 
the picketers and also by clubs 
and pistols. The company strike­
breakers would also fire at night 
at miners homes. 

Despite these attacks, the men and 
women were determined to continue 
the fight. During the week of Aug. 
19-23 the strike movement reached 
a climax. Over 3,500 militant 
miners, their wives, children and 
other supporters converged on Harlan 
for a rally and march to support the 
400 striking miners at Brookside 
ahd Highspltnt. 

This was the focus of 0 memorial" 
week organized by the UMW. Over 
120,000 UMW miners from all the 
major coal-producing states in the 
U.S. closed down 1,200 mines. They 
were protesting hazardous working 
conditions in all mines, inadequate 
safety legislation, the large number 
of deaths and the prevalence of 
Black lung disease. They pledged 
their support for all the striking 



mi ners and protested inc reasing ly 
violent company s t r ike br eaki ng 
tactic s. 

Only two days l ater a 23 y e ar old 
mine r was shot in he head by a 
company foreman. Th murder 
arouse d so much outrage that 
e mergenc y ne gotiations we re 
called by Duke Power Co . and UMW 
officials i n Washington D.C . 

Duke Power c onceded def eat and 
acce p t e d the terms of the a~ree­
ment presently operative at the 
other 1,200 UM~ or~anized mines. 
As well, al l fired strikers must 
be rehired, and all court and 
Labour Re lations Soard charges 
must be dropped along wi th 
eviction notices. 

Bringin g this vast and powerful 
company to i t s knees has been a 
significant and in spirin~ achieve­
ment for bot h men and women in 
their strugg l e for the right t o 
organiz e . 

(information f r om the Guardian) 

* * * * * 

YWCA EXPOSES TREATMENT OF IMMIGRANT 
~OMEN WORKERS by Terry Dona ldson 

Immigrant women h i red by Va ncouve r 
c.leaning a nd garment firms often 
work in e x ploitative and sometime s 
illegal situat ions , a provincia l 
government repor t says. 

The report, p rep a red by the social 
concerns committee of t he YWCA , says 
t h at i t i s common practice in sever­
al local clo t h i ng fac tor i es to lay 
off seamstres se s j ust before 
Christmas, reh i ring t h e m in the 
first week of January. By doing 
this, the company avoids paying 
holiday wages. 

Other factories pay t heir workers 
on a piecerat e ba s is , e nabling them 
to circumvent minimum wag e l aws, 
the report s ays. In at least one 
woman's case, thi s has mean t no i n­
crease in pay fo r four y e ars . 

The r eport also s ays tha t the 
fa ster t h e workers, who might ben­
efi t f r om t hi s system a re usually 
paid on an hourly basis . 

Some hote ls send c hamberma ids home 
wi thout pay at the sta rt of a 
shift because the hote l i s n o t 
very bu sy at t he time. The r eport 
c ha r ges tha t the wome n sent home 
are those with less seniority, 
usually non- whi tes . 

~ any f actories al low wo~en to use 
the washr o oms only during t heir 
ten minute c offee b r eak . The .re­
port says tha t many women spend 
their entire c offee b r eak i n line 
for the washroom. 

A c ommittee spokeswoman say s the 
idea for t he report g rew ou t of 
f rustrations YWCA social workers 
e ncounte red as they worke d wi th 
Chi ne s e, Portuguese , Italian and 
other i mmigran t women. 

11Attempts to train these women for 
better jobs were use les s because 
e mp loyers would hi re t hem only as 
c hambermaids , cleanin~ l adies, 
seamstre sses, or i n other menial 
c a pacities," she said . 

Funded by a federal Local lnitia~ 
t ive s Project grant, the t eam s e t 
out t o discover t he conditions 
these women f aced· a nd t o suggest 
ways in which t he situation could 
be impr ov e d . 

Commit t ee members inte rviewed 186 
women e xtensive ly. The process 
was di f ficult because of the reluc 
tance of t he women to talk to a 
s tra n ger about thems elves. 

The report concludes that policie~ I 
of employers a nd gov e rnment ageno;. ;•, 
cies i nsure tha t t he women will be 
k e p t iso lated , u nable t o partici~ 
pate ful ly i n Ca n ad i an society. 

Th e s p okeswoman said t here are 
three rea s ons for the si t uation. 

First , al t houg h some of the 
prac t i ces cited are cle arly ille­

a l , legislation does not exist to 



/0 
cover most of the abus e s. 

"Employers are just taking advan­
tage of loopholes in the law, 
she said. 

And the enforcement of laws that 
do exist is inadequate. 

The labour standards branch of 
the labour ministry, which is 
r e sponsible for policing, does 
not have the staff necessary for 
regular inspections. the report 
says. 

Branch staff will respond to com­
plaints. but only if they are 
written in English. "But few of 
the women can write English, and 
none will complain because they 
fear that they will lose their 
jobs," the spokeswoman said. 

Third, she blamed employers for 
being too willing to take advan­
tage of people who do not have the 
means to resist oppression . 

The report 1 copies of which have 
been sent to the ministers of 
labor, health, hlman resources 
and education, Canada Manpower and 
~he Unemployment Insurance commis­
sion, makes several recommenda­
tions. 

It recommends that permanent in­
spectors be hired by the labor 
standards branch. lt recommends 
that workers be able to choose be­
tween a piecerate and an hourly 
rate, and that those on piecerate 
be guaranteed a minimum wage. lt 
recommends legislation that w0uld 
ensure women will get the holiday 
pay to which they are entitled. 

The conmittee also wants "lack of 
Canadian experience", to be pro­
hibited as a reason for rejecting 
employment, since it is often 
used in a discriminatory way, and 
suggests that manpower and the un­
employment insurance commission 
hire interpreters in their off ices 

l'he report also recommends that 
the human resources ministry 

organize day care centres in induatt;'.'-~ 
rial parts of Vancouver. 

Renata Shearer who heads the colIIJ\itte~ 
says that the mini: s ters have acknow~. 
ledged the receipt of the report but 
she is not yet able to tell what 
effect the report will have. 

"We want to sit down and discuss our 
recornmenda tions with the government 
soon thou,~h nothing definite has been 
arranged so far," she said. 

from The Ubyssey 

* * * * * * 
THE POOR WORKlNG GlRL 
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OFY S\JM\"\ER 
PROJ£C T REPORTS 

A WOMAN'S PLACE 

From May 15 to Aug. 31, A Woman's 
Place was b lessed wi t h an OFY 
project . lt wa s decided amon~ t he 
staf f that the priorities would be 
in keeping the centre as well organ­
ized, in terms of facilities pro­
vided, as possible. Some of the 
projects worked on were the Lesbian 
Resource Centre , the library, the l 
children's room, establishing 
contacts with other women's centres 
across Canada and putting out a 
re latively good newsletter. l 
The work put into the Lesbian 
Resource Centre resulted in regular 
Tuesday night meet ings (Women 
Relating to Women) ~ The objective 
of these meetings was to gener~te 
more meaningful commun i cation 
between gay and straight women o 

Several new books were purchased 
and dona ted to the library with an 
emphasis on feminist literature. 
An attempt was made to regain the 
many ove rdue books with s ome 
success. 

The chi ldren ' s room was reorganized 
to provide a more attractive atmos­
phere. Several new materials were 
added plus a complete, much neede d 
clean-up . t 

Letters were sent to several women' s! 
centres in Canada r equesting i n form-
ation on the ac t i vities, programs, , 
problems, etc . There was a fa irly 
good response - these can be foun d 
SOMEwHERE in the centre. 

The newsletter s peaks for itself o 

Staff relations at the hou se were 
generally positiv e. There were no 
serious conflicts that were des ­
truc t ive to the working ability of 
the e taff as a whole . Mi nor problem 

that did occur wer e worked out 
either at t he week lv staff meeting 
or on a n ind ividual basi s. 

A g reat deal of time went i nto 
: :_r din~ a new house . By mid-July 
the staff r P-alized that a s erious 
effort had to be put into relocat­
ing, part l y because of the con­
dit i on of t he house, and partly 
because of the attitude of t he 
house owner. Also, a lot of t ime 
and effor t (mostly effort) went 
into t e actua l mov ing. 

and thus ended another OFY 
project. The length and v agueness 
of this r~oort shall go unnotice d. 
Thank you. 

Wli:\NlPEG WOM EN'S HEALTH COLLECTrvJ 

The WWHC be~an the summer with 
the intention of setting up a 
type of cri s is cent r e providing 
a bort ion and birth control i nf orm 
ati0n a nd providing guidance for 
fema le rela ted problems . 

F.or several reasons we were un­
aole to pursue a project of t his 
nature. As a result we decided 
to write a comprehensive booklet 
listing the rnedica and social 
services available to women in 
Winnipeg~ The booklet wa s to 
include: a women's medical surve y 
which we hoped would be an 
indication of the t ype of medical 
treatment t~at women receive in 
Winnipeg; write-ups on birth 
contro l methods, abortion me thod s 
and procedures for obtain ing an 
in town and out of town abortion; 
menstrual difficu lties ; venereal 
diseases ; cancer ; pregnancy and 
chi ldbirth, etc. We also had a 
special section on rape and a 
proper gynecologica l examination. 

We 'i:hen had an index of ill 
s ocia l services of interest to 
women . There was also a section 
on havin~ a baby in Winnipe~ 
wh:'i ch included a directory of:·:· 
p~enatal c l asses, a breakdown of 
seivices offered by ma terni ty 
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wards, a complete directory of day 
care services including lunch and 
after-four programs and several 
other related articles. 

We then had a comparative drug 
store survey of contraceptive prices 
in Winnipeg and a survey of high 
schools, trying to determine the 
type of sex education that is avail­
able to high school aged women. 

Unfortun.ately, we were unable to 
get enough funds to pay for the 
printing (150 - 180 pages). The 
summer was interesting and would 
have been extremely gratifying if 
we had been able to finish our 
project. 

OTH~R G~OUPS 
FtR.OUNO IOWN 

NEW fJA'/ CARE cgNTER OPENS lN THE 
WEST E:ND 

Full-time day care for children 
2-5 is available in the West End 
in St. Margaret's Anglican Ghlrch, 
160 Ethelbert at Westminister. 

The center just opened on Oct. 1, 
1974 and openings are still avail­
able. 

Apply at St. Margaret• s from 
7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. M~nday -
Friday. Phone: 775-5756 
or West End Cooperative Resource 
Center, 796 Banning 9:,00-5 :00 
Monday - Friday, 775-5346 

THE MANITOBA ASSOCIATION FOR 
CHILDREN WITH EMOTIONAL DIS­

ORDERS (MACE;D) 

is meeting for a film night on 
emotional health at 8:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 7 in the 

Julie Paquette 489-2282 

YWCA class on MENOPAUSE 

This lecture/discussion series 
will attempt to cover the phy­
sical and emotional problems 
encountered during the menopause. 

Dates: November 13,20,27 
December 4 

Time: Wednesday evenings 8 PM 
Place: 1st floor - YWCA 
Cost: $5.00 (members) 

$8.00 (non-members) 

Register in advance at the YWCA 
********* 

WOMEN'S THEATRE GROUP 

There is going to be a meeting 
at 8:00 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 4 
at A Woman's Place for all 
people interested in Women's 
Theatre. The Women's Theatre 
grou is reorganizing. There 
have been requests for perform­
anc~ and some concrete suggest­
ions for the group have been 
drawn up and will be presented 
at the meetin.~. There has been 
a LIP Grant application submit­
ted, but it is not known whether 
this will be granted. 

All those interested in Women's 
Theatre--we need you!! 

* * * 
METAPHYSICAL (OCCULT) GROUP 

A small but enthusiastic group 
is meeting at A Woman's Place. 
The meeting day has been changed 
to Mondays at 8:00 p.m. and 
meets on the 3rd floor. 

On Nov. 4 the leader will be out 
of town, but the group ~ be 
meeting. Nov. 11 is Remembrance 
Dav so there will be no meeting. 

Each meeting will concentrate 
on a topic, but the exact 
schedule of topics has not been 
set. 



THE TORTURE OF WOMEN IN CHILE 'l 
Types of tortu re for prisoners in twenty yea.rs. Once they have been 

general include: removal of testicle condemned, they are passed to the 
s; ice baths; manhand lin~ of women; common delinquency quarters of the 
removal of fingernails; hanging by prison. They practically cease to 
hands and feet with ultraviolet ·1exist. They no longer appear in the 
light at head and ljumid wet floor lists of political prisoners. 
below; electric shocks particularly 
on gums, genital s and anus; blindfol THere are three or four young wo­
ding and hooding;burns with acid or men who were brought in from the 
cigarettes; immersion in petroleum now renou~ned Tejas Verdes prison, 
or water; whipping ; unhealthy and in renowned as one of the most refin­
fested cells; obligati:on t o witness ed torture c amps. The prisoners 
and take part in suxual ac t ivities ; t are so badly tortured there that 
knocking down and pushing on rocks ; the sadists have a "recuperation 
witnessing tortures ; ingestton of ex camp ' where the prisoners are ta­
crement; tortrure :· on r ack; hangi ng by j k e n if t hey are to be handed over 
the neck; withho l di ng wa ter f or a to a more permanent and therefore 
week; deliberate fracturing of arms; public jai l, or be brought back to ' 
throwing people around while blin- be freshly tortured. 
folded; oicks and needles under fin­
gernails; nudity in the sun. 

Does it seem too unbearab le to be 
real? This is what is happening ln 
:hile today. Sadi sm, t orture, impris 
onment wi thou; trial, not only to 
crush a ny po litical opposition, but 
to crush the spirit as well. 

These y oung women have horrible va 
ginal infections, at least three 
are pregnant, natu ral l y not know­
ing by whom, having been raped in- 11 
numerable times during their stay 
at Teja s Verde s. They demand des- l 
perate l y that they be permitted to 
abort . When they asked for a doct-

. or t hey brought them an ear spec­
And it's been going on since Sep t- liali s t who told them that "they :;,';., 
ember I974 when t he military jaunta shou l d be pr oud of what they bore 
of General Arellanl) overthrewiin t hei r bellies." ! 
the democratica lly elected governmen 
of Salvador Allende. Most of these girls and women are 

inte llec:t:uals or writers as Lucy 
The above information is froM a Lorscht, Ines Figueras; teachers 
communique smuggle d out of Chile la s like Viola Munoz and Monica Hermo- i 
April and s ent to the U.S. Committee silla; actresses li.ke Elsa Rudolph ; 
for Justice to Latin American Polit i- omen l a bour l eade rs like Amanda 
cal Prisoners. ltamlrano, who having sold news-

papers as a young girl in the nort1 
The communicque reads like a night- came t o have a seatin the Chilea 
mare: enate since July 1972. They have 

ln this jail [El Buen Pastor I since 
the lith of September t here are from 
90 'o 95 women held there as politic­
al prisoners, most of them without 
any charges, never que s tion nor assi­
gned judges (military), not to speak 
of lawyers. Three have already been 
condemned. <me ·..:o .tnt~e~;c..Vlo la .:Maa"z~ '.': ll 
brilli.'attt •octolosi'•t a nd specialist 
in the education of pre -school age 
children, no political party militan­
cy, no real charges, condemned to 

o ot:her accus a t ions against them 
u t that of havin.~ sumpa thized wt t~ 
the cause of the poor of the coun-i 
try and the g overnmen t that they 
chose legally. 

These women and ~ir l s arrive at 
the Bu e n Pastor jail from other 
toruure c amps where they have been 
subjec t e d t o t he mo s t monstrous 
abjec t i ons ' s eve ral have ha d live 
mice i n t roduced in t heir vaginas. 
ln Te jas Verdes in the "Buin 
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Kiijit1'18nt", one girl r eported hav­
ing been "thrown" at the young 
conscripts to be raped, whether 
they, the soldiers, were willing 
or not ln a place near Chena t h 
they were blindfolded and mass to­
rtured, so they didn*t know what 
was happening, who was being tor­
t ured or raped,or whose turn came 
next . Girls finally came to jail 
from these places with their aair 
pulled off in handfuls, their 
nipples blown off or burnt, their 
genitals desroyed by electricity. 

There are more than two hundred s 
such torture and detention camps 
all over the country. From exact 
reports regarding refinement in 
the methods and massification, it 
seems to be that Tejas Verdes would 
be one of the worst. There are hun­
dreds of personal reports. They all 
coincide that in Tejas Verdes there 
are Brazilian, Argentine and Urug­
uayan "instructors" in torture. 

We have to name places of human 
sacrifice such as the Isla Quiriqui 
na, Putrabaquedano, and each regi­
ment, as in the case of the "Tacna" 
or the Buin where you can be taken 
on a n all-round visit without see­
ing what monstrousitities are being 
committed there. The prisoners are 
in the gutters. The soldiers are 
afraid to act, but most often they 
can't stand it, and they speak, as 
do nurses, policemen, neighbours. 
Many lives have been saved by these 
anonymous heroes. 

we hereby make a most urgent and 
desperate call to all the human r 
rights organizations, to lawyers• 
and doctors' organizations all over 
the world, to women's organizations 
. io ~.def'endt'C.Be-r~tntegri ty, dignity 
and liberty and lives of these wo­
men. There are thousands of men 
and women subjected to barbarity 
in Chi le. 

Most of us find it extrP-mely diff­
icult to understand the meanin~ of 
toruure. Writing on the subdect in 

the May 30 issue of the New York 
Times, Anthony Lewis commented: 
"Perhaps we find the re.a li t .v so un­
bearable that we turn away rather 
than contemplate it." 
International pressure has forced 
many Latin American governments to 
v~lease prisoners, to stop torture 

l
and generally impoove the conditions 
inder which they are held. Such pre-
sures against the murderous polici­

!:~ S of the Chi lean juntacan save the 
il ives of many people and help gain 
rhe release of political prisoners. 
The CHilean junta can be placed in 
quite a vullnerable ~ositilion on this 
i ssue. To survive economically and 
politically it must have internation 
al support. Although many government 

nd institmtions have strongJ y de-
. ounced the junta and withdrawn eco­
omic and military aid to Chile, the 
nited States has provided $62 mill­
on in direct and $340 million throu 

through the Inter-American Develop• ::,,-. 
ment Bank and World Bank, in which 
·it has con~rolling interest. 

We must show the Chilean jun•a and 
U.S. and Canadian politicians who 

support dictatorial regimes in 
Latin America that we do not support 

them. 121! can help by: 

Send Telegrams and letters to Gen. 
ergio Arellano, J~nta Militar, San~ 

tia8o, Chile, demanding that these 
omen be ~reed. 

rite Robert Andras, Minister of 
anpower and Immigration, whose de­
artment is allowing only restrtcted 
mmigration from Chile to Canada, 
hereby turning a deaf ear to the 
ortures and executions going on in 
hat country 
W~ite to: Rovert Andras, Minister o 
;anpower and Immigration, House of 
ommons, Ottawa. 

For any further information on 
happenings in Chile contact R. 
HeGaltano, Canadian ~ommittee for 
Justice to Latin American Political 
Prisoners, c/ o 1290 •·•agnus Ave. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 



POLJ ti CS 
WOA€..N ts 

TIME FOR ASSESSMENT? 

JS" 

For the two years and a bit 
of tis existence, A Woman's 
Place has categorically re­
fused to assume the focus it 
must have as the most visible 
exponent of women's liberation 
1n Winnipeg. As one of amny 
who have come to A Woman's 
Place, been frustrated, and 
left, I feel strongly that it 
is time to reassess. 'l'he 
alternative for A Woman's Place 
is for it to roll over and die. 

Over the past two years, 
there have been a number of 
demonstrations staged by the 
Abortion Action Co-alition, 
and members of the coalition 
have consistently confronted 
poltical candidates with the 
issue. Women's right to con­
trol their bodies, and there­
fore their lives, 1s a fun­
damental precept of the 
women's movement. How many 
women from A Woman's Place have 
helped to build these demon­
strations or even taken part 
in them? The answer is so 
small, with such a fundamental 
issue at stake, as to be 
ludicrous. Granted that the 
abortion struggle in Winnipeg 
has been most effectively co­
opted by the LSA-YS, what 
woman has attempted to change 
that? Yet this small organi­
zation has consistently 
managed to focus media at­
tention and public support on 
the issue of everywoman's right : 
to free, safe, and legal abor- ; 
ti on. 

Over the past two years, 
Gays for Equality has staged a 
demonstration, a Gay Pride week~ 
a Gay Pride march, and con­
fronted political candidates 
again and again with the de­
mand for equal rights and dig­
nity for homosexuals. GFE 
is, as opposed to the Abortion 

Action Co-alition, unallied 
with any specific political 
dogma. Freedom of sexual 
expression and smashing of sex­
role stereotyping are endemic 
to the women's movement. Yet, 
token dykes and sympathizers 
excepted, how many women from 
A Woman's Flace have actively 
contributed to this struggle? 
In fact, as has been evidenced 
by previous articles in the 
news letter, some of the women 
active in women's struggle 
(identified by sexist comments 
directed at gay women) seem 
almost diametrically opposed 
to the i dea of gay rights. 
(fhere may be a reason, however 
invalid for this: Marxist ana­
lysis does not account for the 
basis of gay oppression.) 

The essential point in these 
two illus trat ions is not that 
women from A woman's Place re­
fuse to support other struggles. 
Wriat i~~ suggested is that the 
worst evidence of the failure 
of A \•Joman' s Flace as the focal 
point of the women's movement ! 
in Winnip eg is that no similar 
listing of achievments can be ' 
made. Since an initial flurry 
of action most publicly remem­
bered as the attempted des­
truc t ion .. ::ieauty contes t 
held a t the University of Mani­
toba, it would seem that there 
is bending over backwar ds to 
divest Winnipeg Women's Libera­
tion, and therefore A Woman's 
Place, of political clout. 
Ironically enough , A ~ornan's 
Flace, its formation and its 
direction, ha ve served to cas­
trate women's libera tion in 
Winnipeg . 

It ha8 been difficult so far, ; 
to make d i ~:t i.nction between 
the a ctiviti es of A 'doman' s 
Place and thos e of Winnipeg 
Women's Liberation. I feel 
that for al l that for all 
practical purp oses the t wo 



cannot be separ a ted: A Woman's 
Place has become the focus for 
the energies of the movement 
and as such must be willing to 
stand and represent it. 

Which it has done exceeding­
ly ineffectually. A Woman's 
Place has become a standing 
joke in organizational terms 
with all of those who have had 
contact with it. Politicians 
will freely acknowledge that 
it is a relief to be able to 
avoid dealing with "women's 
issues" - no one is forcing them 
to do so. The media is unin-
terested in the activities of 
A Woman's Place (unsurprising, 
as fewer and fewer kaffeklatches 
are making the news). What is l 
happening that is so effectively : 
bringing about the "failure of 
feminism" in Winnipeg? 

The factor that immediately 
leaps to mind is lack of struc­
ture. The labelling of any 
and all structure as male-de­
fined and therefore necessarily 
evil has brought organizational 
chaos to A Woman's Place. 
Projects are begun and just as 
quickly disbanded. Telephone 
inquiries meet with ineptness 
or effectiveness that hinges 
solely upon the relative per­
sonal competence of whoever 
happens to answer the telephone. 
Letters go unanswered, are lost, 
or are answered late. As for 
those women who (somehow) hear 
of A Woman's Place and are in-
terested enough to come down ... 
Diane Everatt said it pretty 
effectively last month. There 
is no co-ordination, and what 

far worse, there is no con-
cern about the lack of it. 

This factor must also take 
into account the "group-therapy" 
atmosphere which pervades A 
woman's Place. Despite all 
the attempts of a few deternin:::d 
women, almost every agenda is 
squandered on the minute de­
tailing of personal neuroses. 
Focus almost immediately becomes 

dissipated by the tendency of 
too many women to use the 
general meeting as Ann Landers. 
The resultant alienation of 
new women, and the frustration 
of those women who are inter-
ested in a poltical rather than 
a social commi ttment is immense 

With no structure, it is not 
surprising that there is np 
focus. Aside from the fact that. 
political action would seem 
to be anathema there is no 
def lnltion of what pract1cal1-
t 1 .~:=J 1nv;t b c:i approached for 
the achievement of liberation. 
It can be defined that there 
are two opposing camps opera­
ting out of A Woman's Place. 
One is the Marxist - it 
is difficult to define what l 
only comes across as dogma) 
which seeks to control any . 
political energy by co-opting 
it as part of the "larger strug­
gle" - that amorphous blob to 
which any thinking person is 
supposed to be committed. The 
other is the feminist, failing 
fast, frustrated at the in-
ability of A Woman's Place to 
deal effectively with those 
things that cannot be defined 
as "interesting" - a euphemism 
for non-committed, 
The resultant infighting drives 
away those who cannot identify 
their camp. 

It has been defined, then, 
at least by a number of in­
terested observers, that A 
Woman's Place has neither focus 
nor structure. What is the 
answer? One thing it isn't 
is consciousnessraising. To 
turn to CR is an insidious way 
of refusing to acknowledge 
poltical impo~ence. CR is a 
beginning, a tool, but never 
an end, which is what it could 
easily become for A Woman's 
Place. It is the source of 
political energy, but not the 
focus for political energy. 
But it is not syrprising that 
there are those who contend 



for §R when even there no par­
ticipant seems willing to make 
anything other than a sketchy 
contribution. 
(It should be understood that 
the We.men's Labour Caucus can­
not be construed as evidence of 
political activity by Marxist? 
Socialist? women as a tool for 
their larger committments.) 

If there is to be a solution 
to these criticisms, which while 
they have been made as an in­
dividual, are the result of 
thinking and talking with other 
women, it must come soon. And 

I? 

in endeavoring to be a construv- ! 
tive critic (though some will 
doubt that} I would suggest 
an assortment of alternative 
solutions: to see any one of 
them put into effect would be 
improvement. 

Consider a Co-ordinating 
Committee whose majority com­
posure is from women who are 
actively involved in the day­
to-day running of the house. 
It is theywho, from listening 
and talking to people who use 
the house, will have the 
clearest concept of where the 
focus should lie. It will of 
course be necessary to refuse 
the possibility of co-option 
by political elitists whose 
only political acumen springs 
from what is derived from the 
"party line". 

Evolve a standard and struc­
tured system of dealing with 
telephone and at-the-door in­
quiries. (How amusing it is 
when everyone knows that men 
are not allowed in the house, 
but none can give the reason.) 
Keep telephone logs: they will 
show why people are calling 
and also what services are not 
being made use of. Recognize 
incompetency (we are all sis­
ters, but don't stretch that 
concept to avoid dealing with 
someone's fuck ups) and stop 
allowing those whp are incom- : 
petent to handle house business 

Explain the necessity of various 
functions (eg. answering letters) 
find someone to do it, and 
amke sure it gets done. Examine 
the criticisms (eg. Diane 
Everatt's letter, tokenism toward 
lesbians) identify the source 
and work to rid A Woman's Place 
of it, whether that means a 
change in attitude or taking 
someone down a notch. Build 
up contacts with other organi­
zations and use them as re­
sources. 

It is too late to hide be­
hind the various shields that 
have evolved. A Woman's Place 
has become the battle ground 
for little else but the strug­
gle between great white libera­
lism (kaffeeklatches and Ann 
Landers) and co-option by 
various brands of socialists. 
If you have to look at it like 
that, who cares? 

Sue White 

now all the things that you 
def end 
are what you ~ide behind 
you sing yourself to sleep 
each night 
by saying everything takes time 
but stop 
I don't want to hear it 
I don't want to hear it 
anymore 
you keep right on talking 
but I dont want to hear it 
no I don't want to hear it 
anymore * 

*"Stop,I Don't Want to Hear It" 
:Melanie Safka 
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'Winday Nellie' born 

101 years ago Sunday, 
October 19. 

McCLUNG LIT WAY FOR WOMEN 

by Linda Taylor 

"Never retract, never explain, 
never apologize, get the thing 
done and let them howl! That 
was Nellie McClung's motto. 

' 

Sorn 101 years ago, McClung was 
one of Manitoba's outstanding 
citizens. She remains today as 
the most successful politician 
in Winnipeg's first centurv. 
Skilled as a teacher, author, 
lecturer, MLA, her heart and her 
strength lay in her devotion to 
the emancipation of women. 

She is mainlv remembered for her 
. leadership in the Manitoba suf­
frange· movement which won for 
women the first equal voting 
rights in Canada. 

Yet her inspiration, her writings 
and her energy encouraged women 
throughout the country to fight 
not only for suffrage, but also 
for greater equality in all 
spheres of activity. 

Anyone unfamiliar with Winnipeg's 
history, who imagines the Women's 
Liberation Movement to be an 
outgrowth of the turbulent 1960s; 
could find the opinions and activ 
i ties of McClun.~ and her assoc­
iates a great surprise. 

The Manitoba suffrage groups ano 
the Women's Christian Temperence 
League--a close ally on most 
occasions--were known throughout 
North America for their large 
membership and hard work. 

The suffra.~e struggle, as McClung 
describes it, was na bonny fight--
a knock-down, drag-out fight, but it 
united the women of Manitoabe in a 
great cause. We really believed we 
were about to achieve a new world." 

"Windy Nellie" as the press liked to 
describe her, was a warm and witty 
woman, soft-spoken and homey, yet 
cutting and pointed in her criticism 
of those institutions which oppresse 
women. And she expressed these view 
in books, on podiums, on streetcorne s, 
wherever and whenever there was an 
audience. 

To people who would argue that men 
were chivalrous and protective of 
women she had a ready retort. 

"Chivalry," she wrote, "is a poor 
substitute for justice if you cannot 
have both. It is like the icing on 
the cake, sweet but not nourishing. 

Hollow Attitude 

"The great army of women workers are 
ill-paid, badly housed, and their 
work is not honored or paid for 
What share have they in man's 
chivalry?" 

Truly chivalrous men, she added, 
would give "women every weapon where 
by they can def end themselves. 
this is the new chivalry, and on it 
we build our hopes." 

The weapons she ohose were words, 
thousands and thousands of them in 
her 15 best-selling books. But she 
def ended those women who chose other 
weapons for the fight. 

"The militant English suffragettes 
broke windows and destroyed property 
and went to jail for it, joyously 
and without a murmur--it was the 
protest of brave women against the 
world's estimate of women. lt was 
the world-old stru~gle for liberty." 

The crimes that enraged Mcclung were 
crimes against humanity, and her 
ar~uments contained fundamental 



crit i c isms about the na tu re of Can­
adian society. 

In 1915, in !.n Ti~es Like These, she 
wrote of those cri.mes. 11What about 
the crime of holding up the market, 
s o that the price of bread ~oes up 
causing poor men's children to ~o 
hungry ?" 

" What about allowin~ speculators to 
ho l d g reat tracts of land uncultiv­
ated waiting for higher prices, whil 
u nemployed men walked the streets, 
hu ngry and discoura~ed, cursing the 
day they were born The crime 
which the state commits in allowin~ 
such a condition to prevail as yet 
unnamed. " 

Never one to attack specific indiv­
idua ls , she spoke out harshly agains 
the :1i.qJ.lor· interests and the system 
of charity, which she said was "very 
i neffectual, and merely smooths 
thing s out, without ever reachin~ 
the roof 

"The rich brewer whose business it 
i s to encuurage drinkin~ is usually 
t he largest giver to the Children's 
Aid Society, and is of t en extolled 
for his lavish generosity , and 
sometimes when women think of these 
things they are s~ruck by the absur­
dity of a system which allows one 
man or a body of men to rob a child 
of h i s father's love and care all 
year, and then gives him a stuffed 
dog a n d a little red sleigh at 
Christmas and call it charity!" 

Ful l employment and economic securit 
for al l were goals she constantly 
worked toward. "The ec'>nomic depen­
dence of women is per~aps the great­
est injustice that has been done to 
us, a nd has worked the greatest 
injury to the race." 

Nelli e McClung believed that women 
were morally and ethically superior 
to men, and would use political 
power to make the world a "bet ter an 
cleaner place." 

Nowhere was this m'>re evident tha 
when she spoke out against war. 

"Althou~h men like to fight, war 
is not inevitable. War is not of 
God's making. War is a crime 
cotnn'itted by men and there.fore, 
when enough people say it shall 
not be, it can not be. This will 
not happen until women are allowe 
to say what they think of war. 

Nellie was first introduced to 
political work at wCTU meetings. 

Not the prim tea-drinking ladies 
pictured in history books, WCTU 
members were hardy and courageous 
women. It was a time when drink­
ing was causing the breakup and 
impoverishment of families. 

Teaching at 16 

McClung's teaching career began 
at 16 in High Bluff. Shortly 
thereafter she chose her husband, 
the son of a WCTU pioneer. 

"ills mother, God bless her, educa 
ted hirn. ." she said. "so Wes is no 
the sort of man who thinks his 
wife should always be standing 
behind him ready to spring to 
attention." 

In 1902, pregnant with her first 
child, Nellie rebelled. "Why has 
something not been done to reliev 
this infernal nausea? If it was 
a man's disease it would have 
been made the subject of scien­
tific research and relieved long 
ago." 

During this period, encouraged by 
her mother-in-law, she began her 
first novel. Published in 1908, 
Sewing Seeds in Danny, became an 
immediate best seller and sent 
through 17 editions. 

In 1911, she moved to Winnipeg an 
plunged immediately into the effo 
to unseat the Conservative govern 
ment 9 headed by Sir Rodmond Robli 
After three years of endless 
meetings with a concervative 
caucus which insulted, and out-



raged her, she and the t emperance 
league decided on a new tactic: 
a woman's theatre night. They 
produced a play in which the sex 
roles were reversed, and men 
came ask~ng for the vote from an 
all-woman parliament. McClung 
was perfect in the role of Sir 
Rodmond, imitating his every word 
and gesture. And when she said 
"any civilization which had pro­
duced such noble men as I see 
before me is good enough for me, ' 
the audience was in a state of 
hysterical laughter. The Walker 
Theatre was filled with converts 
to the cause. 

Danger in off er 

She joined with the Liberals who 
promia.ed woman's suffrage, and 
offered Nellie a cabinet post. 
She considered it carefully, but 
found the offer fraught with 
danger. 

"If a woman succeeded , her succ­
ess would belong to her as an 
individual. People would say she 
was an exceptional woman. She 
had a 1masc\.iline 1 mind. But if 
she failed s e f ailed for all 
women everywhere." 

She left soon afterward for 
Alberta where she helped the 
women of that province gain the 
vote just months after the 
Manitoba victory. 

In 1921, she was elected to the 
Alberta legislature, but was 
defeated in 1926. It was only a 
temporary setback She theri 
fought for women to be recognized 
as persons under the BNA act. 
She and four other women fought 
the case through the Supreme 
Court of Canada, and to the 
London Privy C0uncil. 

London overruled Canada: women 
were indeeed persons. Now they 
could receive appointment to the 
Senate. 

Mcclung achieved numerous other 
firsts for women. She was the first 
woman appointed to the CBC board of 
directors, and to the War Board; 
first female representative to the 
League of Nations, and delegate to 
the international ecumenical confer­
ence of the Methodist Church. 

She continued writing until her 
death in Victoria at the age of 78 
in 1951. 

It was back in 1915 that she pro­
phesied: "The time will come when 
women will be economically free and 
spiritually independent enough to 
refuse to have their food paid for 
by men, when women will receive 
equal pay for equal work and have 
all activities open to them 
when free men and free women will 
marry for love and to~ether work 
for the sustencance of their fam­
ilies. 

"It is not too ideal a thought. It 
is coming and the new movement 
among women who are cryin~ out for 
a larger humanity is going to bring 
it about." 

These goals were not accomplished 
in her lifetime. But when they are 
Nellie McClung will receive the 
recognition she deserves. Nearly 
100 years ago, she started the 
process. 

In 1973 a commemorative 

stamp was issued to honor 

suffrage pioneer Nellie 

McClung on the centenary 

of her birth. 
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