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Well here we are again! The November issue is brought to you by:

Marlyn
Brigitte
Andrea

. Susan
Joyce
Linda

We would 1ike to hear from you, and see you, so please write
or drop into Woman's Place, 143 Walnut Street (phone no. 786-4581)

A subscription to the Newsletter can be had by writting to us and i
enclosing $3.00 for one year. Individual copies sell for 25¢.
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EDITORIAL :

The Winnipeg Women's Liberation
Newsletter has tried, since its
inception to cover a broad spec-
trum of feminist concerns, with
emphasis on radical issues, that
is, ideas and struggles that are
fundamental to women's oppressjon.

One of these struggles, lesbish-
ism, has been discussed in many

previous newsletters. In
issue, i
National Lesbian Confer
was held in Ottawa on
Weekend gnd.a report.o

t this time
men's movement in editorial.

our terms.
s a women '

First, we will de
A lesbian-feminist
for whom other wome
ity, politically, s
sexually. A "strai
is a woman whose seXual relation-
ships are with men, i,
committed in all otHer respects %o~
women and the struggle for the
liberation 6f womenIt should bg
noted that{ the newsletter collec-
tive is cohppsedof 1 sblan femin-

feminists ar worklng towards the
same goal, the ‘ation C
women, the s
sometimes fferent. This has lead
particularily in the United States
to splits between lesbian and

* straight feminists. We would like
to suggest that-<it is necessary
and 1mportant to Pr d with the

~“some g¢

o e i,

~7~“%ually no poli

‘ategies employed are‘~-_ln all facets

This editorial will outline a brief

analy§i;eof women's oppression and
1l directions towards at-

- tainings wo men’'s liberation. The

~ emphagis, Will be® he particular

" tactic d by straig 1t and lesbian
femlnzf d their role in the over-
-all struggle.(Note, we §o not pre-

tend To—have the defini:
or for that matter,_ the Adast word
on any of this. If yowave any
comments, the Winnipeg WOgen's

Libepatiop Newsletter wil gladly
prin Fh ., ) /

ive analysis,

First,, we start ﬁq faef that
all ‘e' in this| go ﬂ‘«* are op-
press ' /We are op _ed because

we ‘o- recievejeq fh,pay for equal

“iniifact most{ 'of #he time we
ecig¢ve nb pay fo" ¥¢ work we do;
becguse the laws d the courts of
thg land dre s/;n ad against us (ie.
rriage, rap 7 spian custody of
children);| bécause ye are social-
tewjﬁﬁgk of /ourselves as in-
ferior<mentally,/ physically and
spiritually; be auSﬁ we hold vir-
ical {power in the

public #@rena =called
private lives; whé?;°g§;§g5§~3763\
our own bodies and the power to

shape our own lives is denied to
Last, but crucially, we are oppregs=-
ed as women because our sexualit
has not been defined by oursely Sy
but defined and used by our

dominated sociggzﬂ;p~‘anzpul§te us
our pppression.

Why? Why‘are we, as women, oppressed?
Is it because men aye innately op-
pressive, cruel, domineering fuckers?
Is there somethipg in their nature
which obliges em to deny women

struggle in many ways, and—~that ——e...——tie- fuTi“ﬁtafﬁs of human beings?

within the women's movemeq;,'
straight feminist and lesbian fem-
inist tactics are not only mutual-
ly supportive but in many cases
should and do overlap.

Although it often seems so, and al-
though we recognize that almost all
men benefit from the oppression of
women, we realize that (1) there are
other oppressed groups ie. ethnic



minorities, the working class as
a whole, gay men, etc. and (2).
some people are benefiting more
than others. We maintain that

men learn to be oppressive in the
sameway that women learn to be
submissive. The question is, who
is benefiting from and therefore
maintaining such a social system?

We suggest that the oppression of
women is ultimately for the pur=-
pose of securing women's unpaid
labour in servicing men-emotion-
ally, physically, psychologically
and sexually, and in reproducing
labour (having children) and for
maintaining a large reserve army
of cheap labour. While men bene=-
fit directly from much of this,
in the final analysis, it is the
system of capitalism which is the
ultimate beneficiary.

How does capitalism force women
into this untenable position?
Capitalism maintains the oppression
of women through what we might
call“the institution of hetero=-
sexuality". By this we do not mean
heterosexuality per se, but the
multitude of ideas, myths, laws
and structures, mainly grouped
around the nuclear family as the
basic unit of society, that en-
force heterosexuality as the norm,
and women's place in heterosexual-
ity as subservient. The struggle
of the lesbian feminists is cen-
tral around the former conten=-
tion, and that of the straight
feminists around the latter. If
these two assumptions are suc-
sessfully smashed, the women's
movement will have removed the
ideological and structural tools
capitalism uses to oppress and
thus exploit women and their
lsbour. Since capitalism is
dependent upon the unpaid or
lowly paid labour of women,
women's liberation will seriously
weaken capitalism and along with
other liberation movements, pave
the way for a new liberated soci-
ety. ’
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What, then are our strategies? The
institution of heterosexuality af-
fects our lives in three major areas:
production, reproduction and social
relations, all of which, of course,
are interrelated.

Production: Women participate in
production in the "working world",
as cheap labour, and in the home,
as free labour. Capitalism uses the
assumption that every woman is at-
tached to a man in a nuclear family
situation, where they say her pri=-
mary energies lie, to justify pay-
ing her less since she is only work-
ing to earn "pin money". Capitalism
also benefits from the free labour
of the woman in the home who main-
tains men so that they are fit to
work, cooking and cleaning for them
servicing them sexually and calm-
ing their justifiable anger at the
alienating nature of work, as well
as providing the rationale and
necessity for men to sell their
labour to the capitalists. In a way,
women produce a commodity(men) for
capitalism.

How do lesbian feminists and straight
feminists struggle to escape our
oppression in production? All of us
demand equal pay for equal work on
the job market. All of us assert

our right to be employed and be able
to support ourselves adequately.
Women working in the home are in-
creasinly vocal about the value of
our labour and are demanding recog-
nition and renumeration for it.
Lesbian and many straight feminists,
are refusing to do the day-to-day
maintenance for men. By affirming
ourselves as women, as whole human
beings, and taking control over

“and pride in ourselves,WE, as

lesbians and WE, as feminists can
no longer be bludgeoned by capital-
ism into working for little or
nothing.

Reproduction:Reproduction under ca=-
pitalism means reproducing labour

within the nuclear family. Our re-
productive functions are what fun-



damentally differentiates us

from men., This difference is op-
pressive to us only because we

do not have control over our own
reproductive functions. The fact
that we do not now have control
over our bodies is amply illus=-
trated by the fact that married
women must have permission from
their husbands in order to have

2 tubal ligation, that birth
control is not easily accessible
nor safe, that abortions are
fiercely repressed in our society
and that rape is so prevalent,
etc, As feminists, we are fight-
ing for control over our bodies,
for example, by asserting our
right to decide when we will have
children and with whom. As les-
bians, we do not participate in
reproductive sex or in the nuc-
lear family. We are all asserting
that sexuality is distinct from
reproduction, When that distinc-
tion is made and acted upon,
capitalism and men will no longer
be able to manipulate our sex-
uality towards their ends.

Sexuality:Sexuality under capital=-
ism is defined in terms of power.
The institution of heterosexuality
creates and maintains the sexual
roles we are saddled with at birth,
that is, the male aggressive domin-
ant and female passive submissive
stereotypes. These give men the
edge over women, This power domin=-
ance of men serves as a model for
power dominance in other spheres

of life, is the reward given to

men for going along with the rules,
denies women wholeness of person=-
hood, defines for women their sex=
uality, and is finally used to

keep everyone in line in production
and reproduction.

WE, as lesbian and straight femin-
ists are defining our own sexuality.
As lesbians, we are defining and
expressing our sexuality in terms
of ourselves as women. Straight

women, too, are rejecting mono-
gomous nuclear relationships and
struggling to redefine our sexu=-
ality. All of us are discovering
and rediscovering (joyously) our
female sexuality. Never again will
our sexuality be defined by any-
one else but us! Never again will
our sexuality be used to oppress,
suppress and contain us! We will
take our freedom, and we will be
ourselves- women alive, whole and

happy.

Conclusion:Lesbian and straight
feminists are working toward the
same goal=-a society in which all
women are whole persons, a society
which is co-operative, rather than
competitive, communal rather than
jealously private, possessive and
individualistic and equal, instead
of heirarchical, with white, male
heterosexual capitalists on the
top and everyone else defined by
how they relate, or don't relate
to this norm.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Seminar on Family Law - Saturday, Nov. 6,

10 AM to 1 PM:

14th floor, #1 Lakeview Square
155 Carlton Street

Place:

Everyone welcome - free of charge
(For day care - phone 269-3723)

Action Coalition on Family
Law

Sponsored by:

This seminar is to inform people of the
intentions of the government regarding
family law; the recommendations made by

the Manitoba Law Reform Commission; and

the recommendations of the Action Coalition.

On page 4 of the Newsletter is a tear-
off sheet of statements on family Taw
that the Action Coalition supports.

If you agree with any or all of these
send this to the Law Amendments Com-

mittee
J
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I THINK THE FAMILY LAW SHOULD BE CHANGED. I SUPPORT 8. During marriage, each person has the right to help
THE FOLLOWING REFORMS: decide how the family income is to be spent.
9. On separation, maintenance should depend on who has cus-
1. Marriage is an equal partnership. tody of the children, the length of the marriage, how much
2. The family home, if purchased during the marriage each has received from the division of property, the finan-
or with marriage in mind, should be owned by husband cial circumstances of each, and whether each can become self-
and wife. supporting.
3. All property bought during the marriage should be 10. Fault -should not be considered in deciding maintenance.
divided equally between the husband and wife on ' 11. The province should assume responsibility for collecting
separation. and paying out court ordered maintenance and in cases of
4. Both parents should be responsible for supporting default, the government should ensure payment of maintenance.
their children and the children of the other spouse, 12. These reforms should apply to all marriages unless both
even after separation. partners agree, after independent legal advice, to opt out.
5. During marriage, each person should support the
other, either by providing money or by looking after
the children and the home. NANME:
6. During marriage, each person has the right to know
the earnings, property, and debts of the other. ADDRESS: A
7. During marriage, each person has the right to a Sendl to¢ Taw Amsndments Commtites  (Pamil
s o : : y Law)
reasonable standard of living including a private ¢/o Clerk of the House Rm. 237 - Legislative Building

amount for clothing and personal expenses. Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 979



WANT TO GET INVOLVED???

There is a lot happening at Woman's Place
these days. This is a partial listing.

khdkkkkkhhkhhhdhhhhhhhhhhhohhhhhhhhhkikis

MONDAY

Winnipeg Women's Socialist Collective —-
is involved in writing a paper on the link
between socialism and feminism. The group
is presently closed to new members, but it
encourages socialist-leaning women to get
involved at selected time periods. Mem-
bers are expected to attend regularly and
participate in activities the collective
undertakes, i.e. the abortion demonstra-
tion and the Women Against Wage Controls
campaign.

For information call: Linda 475-4777

khkkhkhkhhhhhhhhhihhhhhhhhihhhhhhhkhkiihs

TUESDAY

Coordinating Committee -- is made up of
representatives of all groups plus any
interested individuals. It makes general
decisions about the house, organized the
socials and the upcoming 'Open House'.

It meets monthly and also puts out the
newsletter every month which is time con-
suming but a lot of fun to do. Come and
help some newletter night.

For information call: Brigitte 247-4258

BRSSP T TR T T T

WEDNESDAY

Consciousness Raising Group -- a relative-
ly new group holding free wheeling dis-
«cussion on issues of concern to its

participants. A good place to get together
and talk.

For information call: Heather 889-6437

L T T T e T T T T T

THURSDAY

Winnipeg Lesbian Society -- open to all
women. Its objective is to serve the
needs of lesbians in Winnipeg. It orga-
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nizes social activities, does counselling
and educates the public.

Woman's Place
786-4581

For information call:
Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Kkkkkhhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhkhhiikhk

YOU can initiate a new group. Set up a
meeting time with the coordinating com-
mittee and advertise in the newsletter,
i.e. "women & divorce'", "single parent".

khRhkhkkhhhhhhhhhhkhbhhrhhhhhhhhhhihhhhik

OTHER GROUPS (Meeting irregularly):

C.A.R.A.L.

The Canadian Association to Repeal the
Abortion Law is working on a brief to
present to the government to make birth
control and abortion more accessible.
Membership is $10.00. It's meetings are
announced in the calendar. You don't
need to pay the $10 to get involved, but®
it helps.

For information cdll: Ellen 774-5080

Kk hRhkkhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhdhhhhhhhihhhkik

ACTION COALITION ON FAMILY LAW

This group is trying to have input in
how the laws on the:family are changed.
There is a possibility that this may
happen as early as Feb/77, so the time
for input is now. The proposed changes
are important and substantial. Meetings
are announced in the calendar. Open

to all. Women's Liberation and Women's
Place are officially endorsing the posi-
tion of the Coalition.

For information call: Linda 475-4777

dede ek s e ek ek e o ek ek ok e e ok e ok ok e ko ok ek ke ek ok
Women's Theatre-

Meet Thursdays at 8 PM at 1100 Wolseley
Ave., phone Millie at 774-4180, don't
think you have to be professional. We
present plays, multi-media sketches and
songs. Develop own material about needs
and problems of women's issues, i.e. day

)



Women's Theatre Group cont'd.

care, family law, rape, abortionm,
equal pay for work of equal value,
consumerism, isolation of housewives,
etc., and present a positive image
of women.,

WINNIPEG LESBIAN SOCIETY

I am writing on behalf of Winnipeg
Lesbian Society, a group of women who have
been meeting weekly at Women's Place. As
members of Winnipeg's Gay community, we
feel, as women, we would like to pursue
our special needs and interests, beyond
that of the existing mixed Gay Club which
has been running for some time now.

Firstly, we are interested in serving
the soclal and educational needs of Winni-
peg's lesblans. We are interested in
creating special counselling services,
such as a telephone line. We are planning
a workshop to enable us to deal with the
calls efficiently. Another service would
be answering letterywhich frequently
arrive at Women's Place. We would also
supply personal counselling, if possible.

Another project area we would like to
work in would be "Education Information"
and possibly creating a speakers bureau
for the benefit of the general public.

We will have different committees
responsible for the different project
areas. We have already had one success~
ful social and are planning one for Nov-
ember 5.

Anyone interested in participating in
our group should come Thursday nights at
7:30 p.m. to Women's Place.

Debbie R.

11,
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REPORT ON OCTOBER 2ND SOCIAL

It seems the number of people that atten-
ded doubled from last year's social and

the good time increased proportionately.
Even though the booze was 1/2 hour late

in flowing, we managed to drink pretty well
all of it.

The highlight of the evening was the pre-
sentation by Women's Theatre. Their ma-
terial (my titles) included "Olympic Woman
Gymnast of Some Renown'; "Wage Controls A
Brilliant Scheme, by the A.I.B."; the won-
derful voice of Alana Greenmberg accompanied .
by Tusha Kozub; and the finale was "A Beau-
ty Pageant Happening With a Twist" (you
have to see it to believe it). The applause
was deafening and the standing ovation was
well deserved.

What more is to say? Food, Music and
people - all were great; and besides we
made nearly $800.

Let's do it again in the Spring:



CONFERENCE

The N.D.P. Status of Women Policy Conference
took place at Gimli on October 23-24. The
conference opened Saturday morning with
Rosemary Brown, M.L.A. Vancouver/Burrard,
speaking on '"The Origins of Women's Inequa-
lity". The fact that only one caucus member
of the N.D.P. was in attendance (all were
invited) drew a comment by Rosemary that
this was indicative of the interest of our
elected members in 'women's issues'. Her
presence and deliverance were as inspiring
as her message —- we have to get in there;
do it ourselves; and get rid of those who

do not represent us.

Another session that initiated a heated
discussion was Marital Law. The panel (Hon.
Howard Pawley, Attorney-General; Aleda
Turnbull; Jill Oliver; Mary J. Quarry) had
to field many questions. Howard Pawley
noted that hearings would be held in Win-
nipeg, Brandon and Thompson in the latter
part of November and that draft legislation
for changes in present Family Law will be

introduced into the next session of the
legislature. It was apparent that is of
vital importance to the people in atten-
dance at the conference and therefore to
women everywhere. It is very important
for people to attend these hearings to
find out how these changes will affect us,
to voice our agreement or dissent and to
inform our elected representatives of our
demands.

(Y ™
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On the lighter side =-- the women that at-
tended from Women's Liberation found that
the food was great; the sauna was greater;
but, GREATEST of all were the players of
Women's Theatre. They were made welcome
and much appreciated by .the audience and
had to do an encore. After the theatre we
turned up the music and DANCED! )

bilbol © 73




"Women Against Wage Controls', read the main banner and the
hundreds of balloons at the October 1l4th demonstration against
wage controls here in Winnipeg.

Over 100 women, men and children marched together to
support the labour movement's protest, but also to show how
women, both in the home and in the workplace are hit hardest

by wage controls and social service cutbacks.

The contingent was supported by the Socialist Women's Collective
Women's Liberation, the Winnipeg Lesbian Society, the Revolution-

‘ ary Marxist Group, and the Voice of Women, as well as by numerou

individuals.

An intensive pamphletting was organized for the week

prior to the 1l4th. This, along with good TV and

' radio coverage helped us to get across our ideas
about the oppression women and the need to fight

wage controls.

It was only a year ago in 1975 that the

International Women's Year was proclaimed and ligg*

service was paid to women along with vague pro-

‘mises to improve their status. To this v is endless.

day, the exact opposite has occured. The These cutbacks in social services

wage control program is just another ex- are a direct attack on women in the home

ample of the government's attack on the - a group which has no strength or

right to collective bargaining and the "bargaining power' and can easily be

standard of living of the working class forced to pay for the economic crisis.

of this country, especially on women. As always, we women are the ones expected
Since women in the labour force to do without. What better way for Trudeau

are, by-and-large, in the lower income to launch his campaign of "lowered ex-

bracket, the percentage formula of the pectations'", than by giving women, the

Anti-Inflation Board effectively main- "symbols of self-sacrifice" the burden?

tains them at the bottom of the wage The organizers of the contingent felt

scale, further increasing the gap be- that attacks had to be fought against and

tween the rich and the poor. Further- that not only women, but organized and

more, as jobs become more scarce, we're unorganized men should combine to bring

told to stay at home so we won't take down the controls. October 14 was a show

the jobs from the '"real" breadwinners, of force to demonstrate our refusal to

the men., We are put in a category of bear the brunt of disorganization and lack

"reserve labour", to be used in times of planning by the government and by the = .

of war or boom only, even if we are the ruling class which the government represents.

only ones working or are in a single But, as another banner and many people

parent situation. on the demonstration expressed, this was
Then, in the home we're told it's "just the beginning", not the end of a

a time of restraint - we'll just have battle against wage controls, cutbacks,

to find more interesting ways of and any other measures that the government

cooking hamburger (send away for your may impose to have us solve their crisis.

free booklet...) . As well, the govern- We will not lower our expectations - we

ment's anti-inflation program is have great expectations!

cutting back, either directly or indi-

rectly, on social services important Andrea Waywanko

to women, such as day care, health
care, job funding programs - the list

2



Ottawa Le sbian Conference

Everyone who went had a lot of fun- unfortunately there's too little
spacte to talk about all of it, What follows is a brief summary of some
of the conference highlights which only gives a small idea of the hours
and hours of discussion that went on., There's a lot more room for
discussion, so please - write, phone, or drop by Thrusday evenings at
7:30 if you're interested in hearing more,

WORKSHOP I: LESBIANS and THERAPY

The workshop identified some major problems: "mental™ illness is often
caused or contributed to by physical disorders (example: symptoms as-
sociated with depression are also caused by thyroid imbalance); society
often uses the label "Mental Illness" to keep people, especially women,
in roles that society wants them in (example: assertiveness and ag-
gressiveness are symptoms of schizophrenia - but only in women); psy-
chiatric instituions and therapists try and impose their values and
beliefs on women; lesbians are punished (by the threat of or use of
electroshock treatments, for example) for refusing to consider changing
their lifestyles. A number of women commented on problems within the
lesbian community itselfs many lesbians still think of themselves as
perverted and offer little suoport to lesbians trying to break away from
this label; an d the difficulties that lesbians who don't use alcohol,
or want to stop, have in finding support in what is essentially still a
"bar" scene,

Women in the workshop encouraged others who wanted therapy to "“shop
around" for a supportive, value-free therapist, suggesting that women
looking for therapists should talk to other lesbians who have been or
are in therapy. Therapy should not be seen as a " miracle cure", rather
as a process of learning about oneself and defining what one wants and
how to achieve it, It was suggested that the best way to achieve this
was for lesbians to get together with lesbians experienced in counselling
and form "“peer counselling" groups which would be supportive, especially
surrounding the problems of coming out, alcohol use and abuse, and les-~
bian pride,

WORKSHOP II: LESBIAN SEXUALITY

(This workshop was honoured with the conference's "High At tendance™ award.,)
Things started with a discussion of monogamy, polygaml, primary and
secondary relationships, until it was pointed out that whatever their
individual merits, lesbians were talking about these forms of relating
because they still accepted the heterosexual model, The point was made
that lesbians had to move away from this model and discover their own
non-exploitative, non-hierarchical ideas about relationships. Other
disc ussion centred on woman's body (how women, through societal agents
such as the media, are taught that there is an “ideal body", and are
encouraged to aspire to this artificial male creation, an d taught to
dislike their bodies if they don't “measure up™); masturbation ( the

Conteceee




con census was that not only did it not make you grow hair on your palms
or make you blind, it was in fact enjoyable an d a great thing to become
familiar and comfortalbe with your own body); lesbian erotica (what do
we find sexually appealling, erotic? Most lesbian erotica is written by
men for men- its time lesbians took control not only of their own bodies
“but also of their own fantasy lives).

WORKSHOP III: LESBIAN AUTONOMY

Lesbian autonomy was defined as lesbians organising together to decide
which issues are priorities for them as lesbians and which strategies
would most effectively achieve success on these issues, Lesbian autonomy
does not mean lesbian separation from either the women'’s movement or the
gay liberation movement; it 1is meant only as a stxategical alternative
for lesbians, Although lesbians share common ground with both movements,
they often do not recognize their own particular oriorities as lesbians
and although their priorities to get lost in the shuffle, A number of
differnet viewpoints were aired at the conference. Some lesbians felt
that lesbians must throw their orimary allegiance to the (male-domin ated)
gay liberation movement, stating that lesbians could not throw energy
into fighting their oppression as women until they had acquired the

basic civil rights which are denied to all homosexuals, male or
female, Some felt that lesbians owed allegiance to the (heterosexual
dominated) feminist movement, citing the idea that although gay men may
share civil rights concerns, they cannot understand the oppression of
women because they are still privy to all that rights and orivileges
accorded all males, gay or straight; gay males also participated in the
broad-based oppression of women in general., Some women felt that it was
the capitalist system, because of its bases in the nuclear family and

the institution of heterosexism, which must be destroyed, and that this
could best be accompldshed by allegiance to a widely-based anti-capitalist
movement, ;

All of these points of view indicated that lesbians would be best served
by subjugating their concerns to wider concerns., The primary goal of the
movement for lesbian autonomy is to remove the need for this subjugation
by encouraging lesbians, whatever their allegiances might be, to also

meet together and define their needs as lesbians, Lesbians, either as
individuals or as groups, were not encouraged to remove their energies
from other movements, They were encouraged to defin e themselves as an
autonomous group within other groups; to be able to identify and raise
"lesbian¥ issues which would be supported by gay liberationists, feminists,
and socialists in the same manner that lesbians support the struggles of
these movements, The point was made that although lesbian womanoower has
been integral to many diverse issues, lesbians have not yet recognized
their collective commonalities and strengths, and have not gathered to use
this energy for their own concerns., Lesbians were urged to become
familiar with their communities and consider the possibilities for
autonomous lesbian organisation or caucuses,

WORKSHOP IV: STRATEGIES FOR A LESBIAN MOVEMENT
Historically, lesbian conferénces have not always associated an exchange
of thoughts and feelings with plans for action., Those who attended past

Io conts s




conferences (Montreal 74, 75) came away with a special perception of the
meaning of “Sisterhood is Powerful" and only vaque, amorphous ideas of
what to do with that perception once they returned to their own communities.
The organisers of this conference (Lesbians of Ottawa Now) readily admitted
to the conference's Hidden Agenda: that the energy of 300 lesbians gathered
from B.C. to Ne wfoundland should not once again be dissipated for a year,
but should be channelled into organising., The final major workshop of

the conference was therefore concerned with a discussion of strategy.

Many participants at this conference voiced the opinion that lesbian
caucuses in feminist or gay liberation organisations were not enough; les-
bians must also be concerned with their own collective strength; every
lesbian in Canada should have the concept of a national movement or a

. nationally recognisSed concern for lesbian issues. The conference decision
was that it was time to recognise our numbers and prepare to give full
supnort to one another, To this end, there was discussion about the for-
mation of a national lesbian organization,

Participants felt that it was not possible to bring such an organisation
into immediate existence until as many lesbians and lesbian organisations
across Canada had sufficient time to familiarize themselves with the
idea and react to it, Participants did, however, commit themselves to a
year of groundwork in preparation for a naticnal organising conference

to be held in one year's time (hopefully in the west). The conference
based the organisational work in 5 regions: B.C., the Prairies, Ontario,
Quebec, and the Maritimes, Participants from each region agreed to go
back home to spread the news (this is it, folks) to as many lesbians as
possible,

It is hoped that individuals and organisations in each region will com-
municate with each other and divide responsibility for contacting women,
Members of the region would either meet or otherwise communicate to

discuss their ideas concerning a national lesbian organisation and to

voice their primary concerns as lesbians. All reg ions will attempt to
cammunicate with one another through a communication "clearinghouse"

which will probably be centred in a different region every few months,

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THE FORMATION OF A NATIONAL LESBIAN ORGANISATION,
PLEASE CONTACT THE WINNIPEG LESBIAN SOCIETY or A WOMAN'S PLACE. The
structure of the national organising conference and the organisation itself
will be determined on the basis of regional input, which will be determined
by INDIVIDUAL input,

FUN

Well - we all had a lot of fun. The Saturday night dance was like a good
dreams dykes, dykes, everywhere - the collective, conservative estimate
was 500, And great music., The Sunday night coffeehnuse was, if possible,
even more fun; entertainment was provided by 12-15 women who sang, acted,
made up songs, t old jokes, had everyone laughing and singing together,
One woman danced and acted an extremely moving vignette about a stripper
which received a long, loud, and enthusiastic standing ovation. 7o add

to the discussion of lesbian businesses we heard about the possibilities
for a lesbian funeral parlour,

/]



Continuation of Serial:

Women
in
Literature
by MilLie Lamb

We find a similar sensitivity to the
restlessness of women in the novels of
Margaret Laurence. In A Jest of God
Rachel at thirty-four feels that as a
spinster school-teacher life has passed
her by. Her profession brings her lit-
tle satisfaction apart from brief epi-
sodes of vicarious mothering. Her prin-
cipal humiliates her, compelling her to
accede to the strapping of her favorite
pupil, whose trust she loses ever after-
wards.

~ She wonders whether people are laughing
at her as an eccentric old maid; she
envies the young girls their carefree

“youth. There is no place for her in the
social life of the prairie town. Barred
from the sub-culture of the young, odd
woman out with her married contemporaries,
and scorning the pettiness of her mother's
bridge cronies, she finds herself without
friends. Aloof in her relationship with
Calla, a fellow teacher, whom Rachel
finds somewhat ridiculous in her dowdi-
ness and Pentecostal fervour, she recoils
in shocked horror when Calla's kiss re-
veals her secret love for Rachel. Rachel's
expectations and norms are conventional.
She envies her sister Stacy in Vancouver,
her marriage and her four children, her
good fortune in escaping responsibility
for the care of their widowed mother, who
clings to Rachel with incessant demands
for attention. Though Rachel has been
aware of the joyless state of her parents'
married relationship, and hermother's lack
of inner resources to substitute for her
former domestic routine, Racher cannot
escape the powerful pressures that decree
marriage and motherhood as woman's high-
est fulfillment. (In the novel that fol=-
lows, The Fire-Dwellers, Rachel's sister
finds that in achieving these goals she
has lost herself.) Rachel dreams of pas-
sionate embraces, of a marriage proposal,
a child.
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A chance meeting with a former acquain-
tance revives her dwindling hopes. But

her summer romance with Nick ends abrupt-
ly when she hints at a more serious re-
lationship, for which Nick, considered
youthful and attractive at thirty-six,
sees no need., It is different for Rachel,
on the shelf at thirty-~four. She believes
she is pregnant; an examination reveals
only a tumour; her hopes of finding solace
in bearing and rearing Nick's child are
dashed. However, this experience gives
her the courage to shake off the tyranny
her mother exercises by playing on her
illness and dependency, and try a new life
in Vancouver. Her expectations are ordi-
nary, but she has ceased to drift at the
whims of others; she has taken a firmer
hold on life.

Hagar, who tells her story in The Stone
Angel, is a fighter to the end. She has
struggled all her life to find the rich-
ness and variety she is sure life holds,
and to release those vital springs within
herself that will enable her to gain the-
se. At ninety-one, she clings to life,
resisting the well-meaning efforts of her
son and daughter-in-law to wrap her in a
protective cocoon, and deny her the joys
and pains of raw, vital experience. When
she was a child, she was contemptuous of
her mother's weakness in passively surren-
dering to life and death, and of the stomne
angel her father placed over the grave. It
was a mark of his pride and respectability
those traits that made him refuse to let
Hagar work as a teacher. She defies her
father only to fall prey to the same feel-
ings of pride and respectability in her
relations with her husband and sons. In
her attempts to make them an instrument
of her will, she robs herself of their
love, and becomes their stone angel, try-
ing to shield or point them upward, and
succeeding only in presiding over their
disintegration. Only at the point of
death does she learn that self-fulfillment
cannot be achieved at the expense of
others, but needs responsibility, human
warmth, and communion.

From the first Canadian novel, Frances
Brooke's The History of Emily Montague,
to the novels of Ostenso and Laurence,
our literature has been enriched by the
contributions of gifted women writers.




Ve

With the growing interest in Canadian
literature, more of these novels should
find a place in secondary English. Two

of Gabrielle Roy's novels focus on women.

The Tin Flute reveals the bitter experi-

ence of Rose-Anna and Florentine, warking
class mother and daughter, who along with
the other members of the family eke out

a wretched existence in the slums of
Montreal. They are victims of the profit
system which condemns little Danile to
die of the disease of poverty, and leads
inevitably to war. From the restaurant
in Saint-Henri where she is a waitress
Florentine watches the military parade
made up of men like her father and bro-
ther who have bought security for their

. families by enlisting, and thinks "...4he

had a vague intuition that desperate po-
verty had found its solution in war. As
in a dream she recalled the depression
years when she alone of her entirne family
had been able to bring any money home.
And even before thatn, when her mother
had gone out to work by the day."l

Where Nests the Water Hen is set in Nor-

thern Manitoba and brings us Luzina
Tusignant, the mother of fourteen chil-
dren, who is always reaching out for new
and vital experiences for herself, and
manages to bring this world of wonder and
challenge in the form of a school house,
books, and teachers to her children in
their isolated little island home.

Other suitable books by Canadian women
writers are Laura Goodman Salverson 'The
Viking Heart'"; Nellie McClung "In Times
Like These'; Marie Clair Blais ''The Manu-
scripts of Paulien Archange'; Emily Carr
"Klee Wyck'; Sylvia Fraser 'Pandora'.

The Canadian novels I have mentioned and
discussed have a special place in giving
all students a sense of identity and

_ female students models and inspiration.

lRoy, Gabrielle, The Tin Flute (Toronto:
McLelland & Stewart, New Canadian Lib-
rary, 1969) p. 162.

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH......
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RENDEZ-VOUS
by Robin Morgan

1 would Like to meet you ‘
agten ourn great-great-gheat ghandchildren
ane not commemorated as the Ancient Ones.

1 would Like fo meet you

when 1 can no Longer hemember
being chaed alive as a witch,
when you can no Longern recalkl
being roasted alive as a faggot.

I would Like to meet you

when we have both utterly gorgotten
what tearns could be;

when we will wear no

breasts or penis or uterus,

vagina, testicles,

no beand, no blood.

1 woukd Like to meet you

in Ldentically muscularn clitornine
Lange-brained naval-Less bodies,
smooth green gLesh, pale budshade,
that takes nourishment

only grom airn/sun/water,

not grom any prey.

1 would £ike to meet you

when each can recognize

the ember of this planet
glowing in the eye of the othenr.

Then
we could speak.




ANNOUNCE

M/

FAMILY PLANNING CONFERENCE

November 24-26 at the Winnipeg Inn.

Objectives: to create awareness &
encourage discussion of family planning
needs and issues in Manitoba; to pro-
mote input from a cross section of
society in family planning needs, prio-
rities and program developments for the
future; to assess and evaluate current
status; and to examine the obstacles to
progress in this field.

Sponsored by Planned Parenthood of
Manitoba (formerly Family Planning Assoc.)

* For further information call Mrs. Betty
Anne Hershfield at 943-6489.

FORUM ON SEXUALITY: There sill be an
organizing meeting to discuss the idea

of having a panel discussion on sexuality
with members of the gay and women's
communities. Planning meeting on Sat.,
October 30th at 2 p.m. at the University
of Winnipeg. A tentative date for the
Forum is Tuesday, November 16th at
Lockhart Hall, University of Winnipeg.

For more information please call 582-1580.

DECEMBER ISSUE OF W.W. Liberation News-
letter.

We are planning a Children's Issue for
December and would like your children
to send in any stories, poems, drawings,
jokes they would Tike to share. %

Send to: Newsletter Collective
143 Walnut Street, Winnipeg.
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POEM

If you are weary, Henry,
rest

your head in the lap

of the Mother

She/we will speak -
tho they muzzle y/our voice
She, who sees all

tho her eyes are blind

She calls us:
Raise y/our voices
fight
for the right
of some of us to remain unborn

in order that we might live.

We/The Committee to Relieve
Henry Morgentaler

Feb/76



s

ST A

LS

o

HI ST W R AL

B

Ta AT

"H3IaW3AON

RS

A el

P T e R N G e e e
; : A.q?t.ad )
: ‘g¥d
BYLYIHLS NP WO M
J0ORD DNISIVY
| Witk L ﬂt)) € 5INCNOIISND WL ﬁ.s))
# | VM| Zloey, roaa | T 0% Ys | bl L 24
NNT DIINNM LY 2003 VO DITNOYTE ATIWY.I A2 & hz AoN
J’ba( v
( v...;....w
LY IHL G, WM
*ANG DVISIY ‘
we %L ﬁﬁ)‘ 5 33NSN0IISHOD wut,._.cxu.opw_. b2 wdGe:L ﬁg
i t . - D!
LY [92] sV [sY hY| Yesizeean | €Y oeas | 27 I
: . % TRV NI :7..
_ 400¥SO Sy
THLYIHL SOIWONY gy ANiwvd NO
{_¥01L17YOD VA LY
: ; ALO DVISIVY, s
wotiL S L53SA0 IS N0 D WA 9% L Rym
8k I b1 <M (8T ] A& yoremos (6T HT
Noliwnve OS] ¢ ELRl 4
W3LWwS gty i : quawcmwﬂ.wﬁvm} S
+ QAW A K foiogd dw.uajhon.u}s.r N
SywooQ amy P AWIHLS, VI WO N wog| Wel TN
- ALivd : QO DNIGW :
DNIV3d0- O m.«uzmwo.aﬁzouﬁ A wades:L Sam |
DUt ITLINHOD ——
%8 Q N _ ‘S 1M ﬂ.N Q.ﬂd.f.r&o..o.xoo\u _ ,r NS @ i
gPJM«u%Wﬂ«.T 210K 010 ,fw%:._-:..r
. ,noo;o.iu.w Y ALNINILOOD @«d%&a? Q011 P
oL e e ea ‘Wag 2uo
_thaprosweds) TIYIRG | 3uly3HL S 03NN i
[N WIS R Q WED DS WdQ<: L ﬂ*rs
T AW S l— \</ M QR 1L Sy SSIVEN0 IFTAO D FAILIZNVI0 D
| ARG ‘ S,MAwo A
Wd | = WNOI mﬁJ we g _tn.m oIS _nr_L +., < (4 asvmag | F ‘nonN
Agpieg m 122143 Aepsinyy | Aepseupepp | Azpseny Aepuoip Aepung

pipuy






	1993F_OB_327
	1993F_OB_328
	1993F_OB_329
	1993F_OB_330
	1993F_OB_331
	1993F_OB_332
	1993F_OB_333
	1993F_OB_334
	1993F_OB_335
	1993F_OB_336
	1993F_OB_337
	1993F_OB_338
	1993F_OB_339
	1993F_OB_340
	1993F_OB_341
	1993F_OB_342
	1993F_OB_343
	1993F_OB_344



