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The University o f Winnipeg will mark the 

celebration of International Wome n's Year by 

sponsoring a Women's Week October 20-24. The 

event is open to the public. 

According to Dr. Claudia Wr ight, assistant 

professor of Political Science and chairperson 

of the Women's Week Com~ittee, activities have 

been scheduled thr oughout the week which focus 

on women's concerns, needs , current status 

interests and futures. The program has an all­

Canadian content with the exception of one film 

which is produced and directed by a woman. 

"The objective of the U of W Women' s · Week is 

to provide information for women about women. 

We are also concerned with providing women with 

information that will give them the ability to 

enrich their- lives as women'', Dr. Wright said . 
Scheduled t o make the key-note address at 

12:30 p.m. Monday in Theatre A, room 431 Manit...:;ba 

Hall i s Madeleine Parent, secretary-treasur Er of 

the Canadian Textile and Chemical Union who will 

address the topic: "Women in the Labor Force". 

w 01"1EN s WEEK 

University of Winnipeg 

Other speake1_::; include: Ann Davis, of 

the Winnipeg Art Gallery who will speak on 

the subject. "Through a Window - Christiane 

Plu9's Visi.on" 1·uesda.y at 12:40 p.m. in room 

11~ Lockhart Hall; Milrgrit Eichler from the 

departme nt of Soci0 logy in Ecucation, The 

Ont&ric Institute for Studies in Education, 

who will speak on the sub j e ct "Sex in the 

Economy", WeJ.r.esday , at 12 :30 p.m. in room 

437 Manitoba Hall ; and Ann8 Mari.e Kanert of 

the Unive r sity of W.in;:iipeg's French department 

who will talk on the topic : "Womanpower: 

Something Ne~?", Friday at 12:30 p.rn. in 

room 112 Lockhart Hall. 



In addition , two p an&l d iscussions are 

pl~nned: one o n Sex noles; the other on 

~he Status of Women in Manitoba. 

Discussants on the Sex Roles panel 

sched uled for Wedne sday at 1:30 p.rn. in 

r o om 43 7 Mani t oba Ha ll include Margrit 

Eichler; Rober t.:i. Ducha nan, Memorial University, 

Nt:.~wfoundl::rn.cl.; Vanaj a Dhruvar aj an,. assist.ant 

pr 0 fe ssor o f 3ociology at the U of W; and 

Ester Ko~ lack, lecture r in Sociology at the 

u o f W. 

Part. i cipa nts in the Status of Women in 

Mani toba panel di scu~sion scheduled for 

Thur s day at 12:30 p.m. in room 271 Manitoba 

Hal l inc l ude J u ne Menzies, chairperson, 

l'~d.vi sory Commi ttee on the Status of Women; 

.MaJ~Y Ea.d.y of t he Women's Bureau; Muriel Smith 

political and com.i\u nity activist; _ and Marline 

Palamateer, exe~utive director of the Metis 

Wo men's As soc i ation of Manitoba. 

A f ull program of feature films is also 

scheduled for both afternoon (2 :30 p.m.) and 

evening viewing (8:00 p.m.) in room 431 

Manitoba Hall . Among the films to be shown 

are: "A Very Curious Girl" dire cted by 

Nel ly Kaplan o f France a film of revolt; 

"Women a t Work " with Monica Townson, economist 

and columnis t with the Financial Times; and 

"The Legal Status of Women" produced by the 

Hon. Clair Kirkland Casgrain, lawyer and 

Quebe c Mini ster f or Cultural Affairs. 

A d i splay of books, l i teratur e and audio­

·1isual material spar.sored by the Women's 

Bure au will be located in the concourse of 

Cente nnial Hall. 

Full details on the event are available 

from the University's public relations office, 

786 - 78 l l, e xt. 330. 
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women and soc;,ial ism 

Margaret Randall, author of Cuban Women Now and the 1974 Afterword will be travel­
ling to Canada and doing a cross-country speaking tour. 

Margaret brings with her a wealth of knowledge and understanding of women both 
in the Third World and within the North American women' s movements. She has been 
living in Cuba for the last five years , working closely with the Federation .. of 
Cuban Women and the Book Institute. The research for her book Cuban Women Now 
took her to outlylng corners of Cub<'. ;md her talks wlth women from all walks of 
l Lfe have> prov:l<le.d a panoramci. cf the l:t re :::>f C11h :m -..romen wi r·h:f.n the Cuban revo-
1 ut Lon, one of _ the best vlcws we have of the prospects of l:lher.ation for women 
w.lthin Cuban socialism. She has closely monitored the controversial Cuban Frnnily 
Coifo, the neweHt nncl posr;:Lbly most prop,rcsi:dve plcc:c of: lcr, 1.r:latJon concerning womer 
1n the world. It effectively legislates that sexism and chauv:lnlsm are illegal. 

. . 
She will bring a recent Cuban documentary on Cuban women, 

A prolific writer and poet M.R. has published numerous books, and poems and 
she edited a literary magazine in Mexico for 8 years. In 1970 she participated as 
a judge in the Casa de las Americas Literary Contest, Havana Cuba. She was a 
judge for the Combate del Obrero Literary Contes t sponsored by the University of 
Santiago de Cuba in 1970. For the last three months of 1973 she was invited by . 
the International Labor Organization of the United Nations and the Peruvian Govern·. 
ment to work at the Centre for the Study of People's Participation in Lima, Peru. 
In September and October 1974 she travelled to the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
and the liberated zones of the Republic of South Vie tnam, invited by the Vietnam 
Women's Union. This past year she part icipated in an International Women's Conf­
erence in Venezuela. We feel tha t Margaret has a great deal to say to Canadian 
women and we're excited about the prospect of being Able to share experiences with 
her, especially this year being International Women's Year, considering the paucity 
of events that have taken place 

. MARGA RET RANDALL SPEAKS 

co-sponsored by A Woman 's Plac e and 
Voice of Women. 

For additional information , 

pho ne ~am - 452- 833 1 
or 

Esther - 284-7945 



Winnipeg 
W omen'.s Press Conference 

"IWY a Farce" 
Women's Liberation and perhaps 

other women's organizations will hold 
a press conference Saturday, October 2;, 
at approximately 10:00 A.M., to present 
our views on International Women·s Yea~ 

Gome and join us. 

A Free U Course 
IMAGES OF "vJO.i'~~ 

IN F·ICTION 

Beginning Wed.Oct.15 
Room 228 7:30 P.M. 
University Centre 
University of Man. 

Reading a nd Discussior. 
of novels cy and about 
women,includins works 
by Less1ng,Atwood,and 
others. 
Phone 889-4118 or 
come to Rm. 228 

·HELP~ 
If you have a few hours 
a week please volunteer 
to staff A Wo~an's Place. 

Even a few hours a month 
would be of e n~rmous help. 

A vo..i lab\e tt+ WOMer.s. P\a..ce 

Ever'{ WoMo..n's o.\Mano.e 1q7(, 
I --113.oo 

D iMet\SiOf\5 is StAe or. Wom.e I\ 
- 1·'5'0 

IY\~";+obo.. WorrH~f\ Toqe..fher 
-o.le8a.1 t--Gr-.d Y.>ool"- rev1-~e.c( 

1q75 - 60¢ 

l ODi:n' A PLUG-GE:O FUEL r0 n P-~ 

.. .. tDMol<.((OW THE WO!Z.LD 
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FAIR 
FIGHTING 

in 
love and marriage 

FIVE THURSDAYS - October 30 
to 

November 27 

7:30 p.m. 

YWCA, 447 Webb Pl. 

Aggressive feelings and behaviour 
are normal for every human being. 
However many of us feel uncomfort­
able with these feelings and 
behaviour because we imagine that 
it damages the most intimate rela­
tionships of our life. Many of us 
were brought up to believe that 
aggressive feelings are wrong and 
we should neither feel nor express 
them. 

Some of the main goals of a con­
structive aggression workshop are 
to help people get in touch with 
their aggressive feelings, to under­
stand them, and to become more 
confortable with them. The work­
shop will help participants see 
how aggressive feelings are useful 
in relationships and will give them 
some practice in channeling person­
al aggressiveness into more con­
structive paths. 

WORKSHOP LEADER: 

Reverend James J. Strachan 
Director of Chaplaincy Dept 
Health Sciences Centre 

FEE FOR SERIES: 536.00 p r couple 
$26.00 single 

YW MEMBERS DEDUCT ~3.00 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 

The Registrar 
943-0381 

Want to increase your skills in 
Volunteerism? 

then consider 

E F 
F v 

0 L E C 
U N 

T 
T I 

E V E 
E 

six 
sessions 
starts 
november 6th 
thursdays 
at 
the 
YWCA 
447 Webb Pl. 
fee: $10.00 

R I 
N G 

promptly at 7:30 p.m. 
registrations must be in no later 
than october 30th 

for further information please 
call Carla Droznak at 943-0381 
or the Volunteer Bureau at 
943-6671 

THE 
MA~ ITOBA CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 

presents the 

SECOND ANNUAL 
CHILD CARE CONFERENCE 

Date: Friday evening, Nov. 28 
Saturday, Nov. 29, 1975. 

Place: Theatre "A" (431 Manitooa 
Hall) University or 
Wiun-1.peg. 

~HONE : Laura Mills 
Lynne Peresky 

783-4980 
256-3873 
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Women 

INSTALLMENT TWO 

I n Women in Lo ve, D. H. Lawrenc e , 
speaking through oi rkin , dri ves home 
the lesson of woman's s ubmi s si ve role, 
as oirkin a nd Ursula wi tness Gerald's 
lashing hi s Arab mare i nto submission: 

"It's the l as t, per haps high­
es t love-impulse to r esign your will 
to the higher being And woman i s the 
same as horses; two wil l s a ct in oppos­
i t i in i nside her. With one wi ll, she 
wants to s ubjec t her s elf ut ter l y. 
With _he other she want s to bolt , ana 
p.L ten hei ri deJ. i nto perdi t ion. 

The effect of s uch attitudes 
on female stude nt s at t he junior high 
s chool level was demonstrat ed i n a 
recent s tudy by Val Smyth, a Winnipeg 
school c ounsellor, in her report to 
the 1973 Conference on ~ome n i n the 
La bor Forc e: 

Thes e girls are hamper ed by 
feeling s of extremely lo w self- esteem. 
Thes e f eelings a r e the n gener ali zed to 
the bel ief that women a re i nferior to 
men. 2 

Speaking at a teachers' i ns ervice 
at St. J ames - Assiniboia, Sybil Shack 
recount ed how mothers of bright girl 
student s came to her in despair, fear­
ing that their daughters' academic 
prowess would interfere with their 
popularity and chances of marriage. 
Girl s at the high school level are 
especially vulnerable to these ~ocial 
pressures. Literature must do it~ 
part i n overcoming them, but formida ble 
obstac les lie ahead. 

by Millie Lamb 

I n November, 1973, the Task Force 
on Text Book Evaluation established 
at the request of the Minister of 
Education, found sexist bias and pre­
judice in the textbooks, and called 
for increasing vigilance and affirma­
tive action on the part of educat ors. 

In a rece nt issue of th e English 
Journal, Susan L. Wilk wrote: 

I found that current text­
book literature does not in any wa y 
assist a f emale adolescent in es t a b­
l i shing a satisfactory self-concep t. 
Currently textbook literature perpet­
ua t es the femal e stereotypes which 
cruelly limit and define ·an adolescent 
female in terms of second class s t a t­
us. 3 

I understand plans are going a.ooaa 
for Women 's Studies Courses at the 
s econdary l evel, either as part o f th e 
secondary English programme, or as an 
interdisciplinary programme. I n t he 
meantime what can be done in the 
teaching of secondary English to s tim­
ulate the creative and intellectual 
potential of female students, t o give 

1 Lawrence, D. H. Women in Love, 
(New York: Viking, 1960) PP• 132-33 

2 Smyth, Val Preparing Young _People 
for the Changing Role of Women in 
Today's Society, p. 1 

3 Wilk, Susan L. The Sexual Bias of 
TextBook Literature, English Jour­
_nal, (February, 1973 ) p. 224 



young women a sense of dignity and 
worth in line with the UN Charter of 
Human Rights and Canada's Bill of 
Rights? How do we overcome the effects 
of sexism, which dehumanizes boys and 
girls, by equating masculinity with 
aggression and violence, and femininit~ 
with passivity and dependence; and 
which denies to one or other the human 
qualities of efficiency, intellectual­
ity, drive, tenderness, and consider­
ation? 

We can encourage a critical fac­
ulty, an awareness that the form and 
content of literature is histo rically 
and culturally conditioned, a reflec­
tion of patriarchal civilizations in 
which, for thousands of years, women 
wer e regarded as chattels , and barred 
almost completely from participation 
in economic, political, and intellec­
tual life. In Canada until 1928 , 
women were legally non-persons; they 
are s till denied access to most occ u-
pations, and only recen t ly e r a nt ed 
limited civil right s. ~ost st udents 
are unaware of th e historical factors 
that have pr evented the emer t e nc ~ cf 
a femalP Shakesp ear ~ . 

In novels, plays, poetry and 
short prose, the student should be 
encouraged to understand how each 
literary work is a response to the 
patriarchal attitudes of our culture. 
In most cases (the writer), because 
he or she, as an artist, is especially 
sensitive to human feelings, senses 
the resultant erosion of human exper­
ience. Even though the work in ques­
tion may not mention women, implicitly 
it is critical of patriarchal values. 
For instance, Shelley's "Ozymandias" 
uses ironic contrast to show the ab­
surdi tiy of the patriarchal obsession 
with the perpetuation of its wealth 
and power. In "Mending Wall", Robert 
Frost pokes gentle fun at similar 
patriarchal values, the dark and bruta. 
values of individual possessiveness. 

Fccr,·,r, of 
8< .Sons Lt d., 
~< sl .-.l:n , I ). P: ~i . 

2. Perrine, Laurenc A, ed . Soun~ ana 
Sense "Love and e. Qu estioE11 , 

pp. 14-1 5. 

But Shelley and Frost along with 
many great poets addressed themselves 
specifically to the position of women, 
Shelley's Queen Mab and The Revolt of 
Islam contain passionate pleas for 

, sexual equality, ad the condition for 
men's liberation as well as women's: 

Can man be free if woman 
be a slave? ••• well ye know 
What woman is, for none of woman born 
Can choose but drain the bitter dregs 
of woe 
Which ever from the oppressed to the 
oppressor flow. 1 

In "Love and a Question" Frost 
suggests that the lover who attempts 
to protect his beloved from the con­
cerns of the outside world, and cher:ish 
her as a precious object must necess­
arily abandon his humanity: 

Within, the bride in the 
dusk alone 
Bent over the open fire, 
Her face rose-red with the 
glowing coal 
And the thought of her heart's 
desire. 
The bridegroom looked at the 
weary road, 
Yet saw but her within, 
And wished her heart in a 
case of gold 2 
And pinned with a silver pi~ 

Once the teacher is aware of this 
particular responsibility, every 
Engl ish class will afford fresh oppor­
t uni ti es and insights. In "Sirens 
and Seeresses" (English Journal, 
No vember, 1973) Lois Josephs Fowler 
point::> this ou: : 

One goal for secondary 
sc hool teachers lies within ths ,.; •: q ic 
of the Engl ish curriculum Rs a whole; 
t0 tic li bcra t el y r a .i s e i ;':<:.:1.w:: r 1c<i• , t r:; c: 
to women's rol es in a ll l iterature , 
fj_J.r.: , er 1unc ua.ce r-;t ucy . V:hat were 
things l i ke fo r woren ut a civ e ~ ti n e 
c.; r ~ :~::~ ': ·. How did th ey get to be that 
way? Have things always been like 
tha t? Are they like tha t now? Do 
women act a nd s peak differently from 
men? In wha t ways a r e t heir int erests 
different, their lives easier or mo r e 
c.1 j f .t :.'~ nil -L? 

. ......... to. be continued C} 
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