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INFORMATION ON McCLUNG SOUGHT 

People who remember Nellie Mcclung , 
one of Canada ' s most f amous writers 
and reforme rs, can now contribute 
their recollections to a biography 
being prepared in Saskatoon. Her 
letters and photographs are also 
being sought. 

The book, to be entitled,Nellie L. : 
a scrapbook biography, will inc l ude 
extracts from Mrs. McClung ' s writ-
ings, press reports of her activities, 
and stories told by f r i ends . It is 
being compiled by Candice Savage, 
co-author of A Harvest Ye t to Reap , 
the history of prairie women pub-
lished by Women 's Press. Write to: 
Candice Savage , 350 Carlton Dr. , 
Saskatoon, Sask. S7H 4Cl 

Dear editors of the Woman's Place 
Newsletter, 

I would like make an appeal through 
your newsletter for historical photos 
of Manitoba women. Pleas e call me 
(453-5960) or write, and I will ar-
range for reproduc tion and return the 
original. The photos will be used in 
a publication about Manitoba women. 

I am particularly interested in a c-
tivity photos ( i . e . women in work 
situations, e.g . at home, the fam-
ily business , t he farm, the office), 
in group situations , and in organ-
ization photos . 

Any o ther material r e lated to wo-
men ' s history in Manitoba or "tales 
to be t old" would a l so be ve ry wel-
come . 

Thank you for your co-operation . 

Yo urs truly, 
Susan Currie 





Feminists Purged!! 
The Genera 1 f\lemhers Iii p ,\ll'C l j ng: 0f 
Liheration C1ct.. :.!, 
38 - :::?5 at;;ain.st a resoJ.ui., io n .v1!i c h 
read: "Liberation Hook '=' torc df'fines 
itself as in support of un c.rnt.onornou s 

movement and u n. i. nc.J eiie tl(_knL 
socialist mov e ment". _, r·i Li c<:: of 
mo\.ion explained thut t.11e •vome11' :-
movement is merely 011c 
among many and as such dei::cn'es no 
special consJderatJ on . 

Toose people w1w suppor u : u 
resolu tion and lat e r ran for· 

on tnc Cnm-
mittee, Sara Cerge r , .Ja!!1C " Vit t i, 
Susan h'. Ohinson <..incl Jolm HPwma n, 
were defeuted. 

The Chileans, who voted in a bloc.: 
ap-:ainst tile nro-fendr:ist::.:, lal er 
told one of them that they nre n o t 

hut had h e c11 Lold 
ttla t the int e nti ''' d Lo 
take over the hooh.sl(lr <: ..i 1H.i 
the Chilean Jnf nrnwtio:1 Cenu·c 
from ttie store 

There have been pr oh 1 emr- in L11c 
Bookstore foe snrnc time . 
arose over wile titer pol i L j c.: al t c 
or Lit e: artwork of i11A ynur1µ; 
artists on L!le wa! I s ; 
whicll books wece "roliLi vi l" cnouµ.ta 
Lo be ordered; w11eu.e r 01· not 
"bourgeois feminist", pc1 ·s o1wl and 
sexual liberation lit f?Ltl t:I'<.' 
be j n the s tore, e Le. Ti le i c 
differen ces lhese u1 ·µ,ll 1ncn u -: rc -
f lec ted wer·e now ti ! ( ' 

s ilot.: l d he run and wliu t (J'i e11<.:c 
it ;;;ho11ld uppe ;1l tn -"pqliticil 
sopltisticatc.:::" or '1 or d in :1 r y " pe,,p lP. 

Gradu(.l]Jy, tile t ensions in the Store 
caused people, including, 
Harold Chorney , Ken Cussi.r. and James 
Vitti, •vho '''an ted the more 
broadly defined to reduce their 
partic} !1<1tion.' 

And Tl ;en , They Cal led A 

The Gener·al \ 1ecl ing was called to 
elect d committee to run the book-
s lor·e , d e e i de on a process for hy-
1 a ws •i nd to involve the entire 
111 eirber .- 11i r "in how the 
Bookc::: tor e:- Id he run and wilere 
it hou J cJ he p;o j l!owever, there 
was no prov is ion on l ne a f vr 
u of Bookstore 
di re c ticn. 

Liss.i Donner and Ja:nc s Vitti s ub-
•ui tled a resolntion cal 1 ing for a 

in the to allow such 
u cliscus s.io n. They also dre'.v up a 
paper outli nin g: H possihle direction 

the Uo nhstore as a 
fH>i nt for 
The !Jurer cir.plHs i. ze d the fact tlw t 
we ar·e al I ing against "our 
:.YI 110ur a day oµpres..::ion by Capital " 
aud L:f'/:?;C<I tile Bookstore to reflect 
t ti i s by s t o c l.:i n g ma t c r i a 1 s "w h i c 11 
deal \\' itll LJ.1e totality of our lives 
and of our 

Jurnes a nd Lisse1 then went on to 
n o te that the Hookstor e has sur-
vived fnr becauc:::e "it has ad-
dressed a real need hy 
materials wl1ich are relevant to 
the individual and more or!!ani£ed 

going; on around it". 

They contended that the women's 
mov e ment is a stron9and active 
s t rup;l!; le, one indication being 
ttiut for eacb of the 
rnontil s , women's hooks have been 
2 5'};1 to 13% of sales .in the store. 
They suggcs ted, there fore, that 
the concrete as-
sun:;nce of its support of the 
women 's movement by setting an 
ordering policy of 30% for women's 
hooks. l'heir proposal was si!?;ned 
by l 7 women and men. 
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Chileans Misled 

Non-supporters of tliis pa p er 
then proceeded to tne 
meeting, clai 1ning tlial ttie 
signers were a feminist 
takeover, wanted to erildicate the 
process for hy-laws and/or were 
staging a personal attack. 

The most reprehensible action 
was the misuse of t 11e Cl1 i. l t·ans. 
Twenty Chileans np ns 
members the day he fore L!1e rnce ti nr1 

more at the meetj nnder the 
impression that they wo u ld he ex-
pel 1 ed by the fend nis from L!1c 
Hookstore. The Chiledns, wilo form-
ed more than one tnird or tlt o:< e 
present, voted as a bloc a.!!;ain!":t 

perceived to bP pro-
feminist. This set un a ver.)' 

and thsturhin,:; Cid lean/ 
feminist split, where Li1c-re had 
never been one before. 

i 
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Feminist Hailing in 

Al thou,!!;h the sa I es s L1 l .1 :..: :.. i C R 
t!iat James Vi t U put to ;:.!Y 
were label led "vulgdr", "ec on-
omist", "bureaucraLic:" -.uid 
generally bencal.11 Lile dihnity 
of "principled" roliLical r11 :ople 
to d is c us s , eve r) n t l i!l n t ·.v a c;; 
made lo dic;;crcl!i t them. 

The Liberation Rooh s tore b0nh -
keene1·, Neil l'udiver, cli:.lirred 
that the percen f o r .,,,nmen' s 
hooks were high only hccau...;c 
"we deliberately crdcrcd in a 
lot of women'c;; nnd ::.:tu ff 
this summer to coincide d U1 
the events pl armed" , 
explained that t11e perccnt .- 1f'; '!s 
are for th e 
p<.tc;;t eight months, tlio11 c; l1 
the inventory •vao;;; l en in o i11c 
montns. 

Ttic rneetinu: chairperson, <:;usan 
1\'hite, explained to the members; 
ttwt they rnust not for;i;ct that 

f ip:nres may misrepresent 
the actuJl numher of books sold. 
Yor instnnce, she explained, one 
feminist <.trt book might cost 

1vhile copies of the Con:-
munisL are only 
each. Therefore, you would have 
to sci 1 mauy to 
equqJ on<..? c.1rt hook. Si"le failed 
to 1;1er1tion tuat by tile same token, 
many '\'Ltges For Housework 
pampillcts would have to he sold 
to e1ual one Theories of the 
Value of Laho11r-nt $ 21:"00.--

The a re, to VitLi, 
tl1at, ;just in terms of v0lume, 
tt1e wow.ar. 0

::-• section for the last 
two )Car·s t1a c.;; cons istently sold 
al least twi c e us many books as 
uny ot11er -.:ection ar.d hHs been 
each 0ver 25% of sales. 

Le .;;; tJ]ani s m Pornographic 

The l ;1rt b.ook cxttmpJ e 
.m.1s a subt I e wa y of 
t!ie ''fe,11inism is bo1Jrgeois 11 

aq,n1men t. ut.11er reopl e said it 
mo1'e ci ir·ect.ly. Omar aubio argued 
tlwl "we huve pornography in I.ib-
er·a t ion nnder th e guise of 
J L11; books". Nol o!1 l y is les-
b i.;1 n literature pornog;ruphic, it 
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"absolutely 
values" ·.vhich are "lle.!oi.ng 
things which OPJH'C8S women . 
1 t is appoi nt in ,a: Lo that 
not one of thP lt1l<' r 
el ec tert to the Hooks Con;-
:n i t tee 01:ii.lr' ;: 

The By-Laws 

The eight-member hy-taws 
mi ltce was elected hy a <.:i..: l<!n:<.1L iN1 
and wil I attempt, ove1· l11e :1cxt 
six months, to put lo gct :.cr 1":)-

for the wi th no 
pol icy direction (l l I t rnm uie 
r;enerul membership mee ting:. 

Tne Bookstore Committee 

Tl1e positions of Urd e rin,:!., 
Treasurer, Newslette r C1nd 
Programrn ing were dee irlc>d !iy 
elect ion. 1'h0!'c elP.ct c t.I , in 

ord e r, Tudiver, 
·1:i1i te, Sweet and 

S •l pc r. defeated 
are Sara Susan Uobin-
s on, <Joh n Bowmn n :rnd Ju mes 
\'i tti, a l I nf 1vhom suppo1·ted 
Llu:' o lu t ion "1hich cc.d led 
f o r· L i b C' r a t i on Boo J\ s tore to 
define i f as in suprort of 
an aut onomous •vomen' s move-
rnet: L. 7hc ot her tl1ree posi-

t-L1rgc, 
Secretary and 
and l-'r·on:ot.ion were ·.vcn by 
l.ICC L .iitlHl ion. 

ln li,l!;llt of Lhese events, 
a numt"lcr o f women •. 111d :nen 
are wit11ur<lwin£.?, as active 
rn e mhe1·s , <.:tn<..I 
cons umer·s l'1·om Liberation 
R0ohstore indefinitely. 

VICTORY FOR SASKATCHEWAN WOMEN 

Saskatoon Women' s Liberation has announc-
ed a victory i n the removal of Wes 
Robbins from the health portfolio . 
Saskatoon Women's Liberation has been 
constantly putting pressure on the 
Saskatchewan government through 
demonst r ations and letters to remove 
Robbins be cause of his frequent public 
statements expressing his strong op-
position to abortion. 

Since it s inception, S.W.L. has viewed 
the abortion issue as a priority in 
a chieving equality for women. 7 
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ABORTION 
CALLS FOR SUPPORT 

During the election, the Alliance for Life 
canvassed the candidates and the party 
leaders and threw their support behind 
the Candidates who were anti-abortion. 
Joe Borowski, their spokesman, told a 
news reporter, ''We are dedicated & well-
organized A number of candidates 
responded. 

Borowski was right-on when he spoke of 
the anti-abortionists as dedicated and 
well-organized. They also have a lot of 
money. They also represent a minority 
opinion on this issue. Yet they also 
have influence with government all out 
of proportion to their actual size . 

The secret of their success in main-
taining our restrictive and unfair 
abortion laws is that they a re well 
organized, well funded, and dedicated. 
A few years ago, Ottawa revealed that 
it had received 20,000 letters on the 
abortion issue. 97% were from anti-
abortionists. 

The pro-choice movement repres ents 
the feelings of most people in this 
country on the abortion issue. Yet 
the pro-choice movement has had little 
success and influence with government. 
Unlike the anti-abortionists, pro-choice 
peop le are not well-organized or well 
funded. Nor are most pro-choice people 
all that dedicated . We don't send 
letters to our MPs, parti cipate in pro-
choice demonstrations, join pro-choice 
organizations, such as CARAL, or even 
send money. Most of the pro-choice sup-
por t in this country consists of passive, 
useless moral support. 

If we are going to succeed in libe ralis-
ing the abort ion laws, we will need YOU 
to actively participate : s end l e tters, 
send money (and on a regul a r basis, both 
of them!) and join and actively partici-
pate in pro-choice groups such as CARAL. 
(c/o 251 Garfield St.) 

Then the government, both provincially 
and federally will start taking us 
seriously and stop being so frightened 
of the loud noises of the anti-abortion-
ists. 

The above informational letter (facing 
page) was sent out to all candidates 
running in the provincial election. 
CARAL released a similar statement to the 
Winnipeg media . 

CARAL has submitted its "Proposal for a 
Birth Control & Pregnancy Counselling 
Centre" to Health Minister Laurent 
Desj ardins and Education Minister Dan 
Turnbull. Both replied that they had 
Committees that were looking into the 
matter of family planning and family 
life education and have not acknowledged 
our requests for meetings. We will be 
making a submission to the Family Plan-
ning Advisory Committee. 

CARAL needs your support. Meetings will 
be the first Wednesday in each month at 
8:00 at 143 Walnut St. 



Canadian Association for 
Repeal of the Abortion Law 

Dear Cand1date: 

I' Association Canadienne pour 
I' Abrogation de la Loi sur I' Avortement 

The Winnipeg branch of CARAL deplores the pressure an anti-abortion group, 
led by former highways minister, Joe Borowski, is putting on polit1cal 
candidates ln the Mani t oba election. 

A federal report on the operation of the abortlon law has shown that most 
Canadians{66%) do not know what Canada's abortion law ls. let alone how it 
is operating. Because of this widespread ignorance, and because no sensible 
person thinks abortion a good thing, it ls easy for fli.r. Borowski to make 
this very complex issue seem simple. 

Moreover, it is pressure exerted by such groups as Mr. Borowski's that has 
contributed to government inaction on all matters relating to family plan-
ning, pregnancy counselling and abortion services in this pro7ince. 

S tatistics show that the lllegitL:nate birth rate in Manitoba is second 
highest of the ten provinces. Half these births occur to teenage women. 
Yet i·iani toba spends far less on family planning than any prov inc es except 
the Maritimes. 

In Manitoba the proportion of abortions performed in the second trimester 
of pregnancy is significantly higher than the national average. This 
situation increases the risks to women's health and indicates women's 
restricted access to facilities here. 

In the department of education leaves the decision to introduce 
family life education up to the local school. Thus despite the fact that 
most parents would lilce to have some form of family life education in 
schools , most Manitoba school children receive none. 

C.ARAL believes that any abortion is an indication of failure: failure of 
health, failure of education. failure of birth control. Until such failures 
can be eliminated. women pregnant and in distress must decide the abortion 
matter for themselves, in consultation with their doctors. 

Rather than denying women access to safe legal abortion, politicians should 
work to reduce the failures which lead to abortion. 

Yours truly. 
.) 

Ellen Kruger, President 

Sources of information contained in this letter were: Statls t:l cs Cac21da . 
Planned Parenthood r.an1toba, Report of the Committee on the Operation of 
the Abortion Law, The Canadian Institute of Public Opinion, and The 
Canadian Education Association 

9 



Violence 

With the re-emergence of the women's 
movement in the sixties came rape crisis 
centres and houses for battered women. 
It is no small accident that the women 
who were taking more control over (and 
developing analysis around) the institu-
tions control ling their lives, often 
focused around rape and battering. It 
was not simply to provide a much needed 
service that was not available. Women 
were discovering, to provide a much 
needed service that was not available. 
Women were discovering, more and more, 
that most of preconceived notions 
about rape and other acts of violence 
were untrue. More than that, women were 
finding that all the myths and untruths 
se rved a social purpose. 

Social control is more like it. There 
is probably no other single institution 
that affects us all so profoundly; for 
each of us, the fear of rape can decide 
where we live, who we I ive with, if we 
go out at night, and if so 'til when 
and where. It can decide if we own 
cars, take buses, hitch-hike, where we 
work, what kind of work we do, shiftwork 
-the list is endless. 

Such social control has made us dependent 
on men as our protectors. It has been in 
their best interests to support the 
social structure that consistently immo-
b i 1 i zes us. This soc i a I cont ro 1 is so 
subtle it may never be articulated in 
our minds as a factor in our decision 
making, probably because it is so essen-
tially a part of being a woman in our 
s ociety - part of being a woman is fear 
of being raped. 

It is not that the fear isn't legitimate. 
Men rape a 1 ot more than we rea 1 i ze. It 
is estimated that no more than 10% of 
rapes that occur ever get reported. How-

10 

Against Women -
an analysis 

ever, · the reality of rape is so far from 
the images we believe that we have no 
real notion of what it is we are dealing 
with. We are afraid of strange men when 
in practically 80% of rape cases the 
rapist is someone we know. We think of 
crazy maniacs and that is almost never 
the case; it's more like the guy next 
door. We lock ourselves in our homes -
a place where rape occurs fairly often. 

The reasons for rape are fairly obvious. 
The positive role models set up for men 
in our society are macho, aggresive and 
violent; for girls, passive and dependent. 
Such polarization dominates the behavior 
of both sexes in a classic rape scene to 
the extreme. In many ways the rapist is 
a man who has taken his aggressiveness 
a little farther than most men wi 11 - to 
the point that no matter how loud the 
woman protests and resists he does not or 
'chooses' not to hear what she is saying. 
Many rapists (and other men) believe that 
women what to be raped despite their pro-
testations. The same aggressive/passive 
power relationships dominate normal male/ 
female relationships anyway. It's not 
hard to understand the possibilities that 
exist for rape. However, rape is not a 



single isolated act of violence against 
a woman. Rape is part of a social fabric 
that perpetuates violence against women 
in many forms. Wife battering and rape 
are the most blatantly common forms 
our society. In other societies it has 
been foot binding, infibulation and cli-
torectomies and like these other soci-
eties the violence done to us has become 
so accepted that we have even been Jed to 
believe that we like it. Most pornogra-
phy graphically depicts women in situa-
tions of rape and violence - and loving 
it. We are depicted as sexually sub-
servient and docile, waiting to be raped 
in a brutally sadistic manner. Men are 
making untold mi 11 ions of dollars annu-
ally by exploiting our bodies in this 
fashion. And now there are 'snuff' mo-
vies showing the ACTUAL savage murder of 
South American women, filmed and distri-
buted, for profit, in North America. 

Always, such crimes have been our respon-
sibility. In the past we bore the shame 
and humi Jiation, usually alone, of a 
crime we didn't commit. In the past we 
were socially ostracized, sometimes to 
the point where our death was considered 
an appropriate measure to right the wrong. 
In the past we were taught to look to 
our fathers, brothers and husbands to 
protect us even though it did little for 
us. 

But women are changing - we are slowly 
taking more and more control, gaining 

strength from each other and our new con-
sciousness, demanding that the responsi-
bi J ity be placed where it belongs and 
that any responsibility we assume be ac-
tive and ANGRY. 

- '\' • ;\ • t< ' v 0 J J #1 

poem 

There is no difference between 
being raped 

and being pushed down a flight 
of cement steps, 

except that the wounds also bleed 
inside. 

There is no difference between 
being raped 

and being run over by a truck, 
except that afterward men ask you 

if you enjoyed it. 

There is no difference between 
being raped 

and being bitten by a rattle-
snake, 

except that people ask you if 
your skirt was short 

and why you were out alone anyhow. 

There is no difference between 
being raped 

and going headfirst through a 
windshield, 

except that afterward you are 
afraid 

not of cars, 
but of half the human race. 

Marge Piercy 

II 



WOMEN Teaching 

ln the summer of J S75, l became 
involved ia a teaching for 
medical students hy Or. 
Livingstone on the staff 
of St. Boniface Hospital. The 
idea behind this new program was 
to train women in the of 
breast, abdominal, and pelvic ex-
aminations so that they could then 
teach the medical students direct-
ly. 

teach in pairs, one woman being 
the advocate, or teacher, and the 
other woman being the patient. We 
work with two students a 2-
hour We use our own med-
ical history and, as patient, we 
can give direct feedback to the 
student. For example, during the 
breast examinRtion, we can let the 
student know how mich preRs ure is 
needed to palpate the breast tis-
sue properly, and how far into the 
armpit he/she must reach to check 
the lymph nodes correctly. 

During the pelvic examination we 
can direct the student to where 
they should be to paJrate the 
uterus and ovaries, and most im-
port.ant of all, since we know 
what they are touching intcrnal-
Jy, we are able to tell Lile stu,-

what.they are This 
kind of direct feedback is some-
thing medical students ha ve never 
been able to get before, and is 
invaluahlc to them. 

Aside from the technical bene-
fits to the students, there is 
also the benefit of how 
a woman feels during the routine 
gynaecolotz;ical examination. 1\'e 
have worked out a method 
of examination that very thor-
ough, as well as the comfort-
able method from the paUent's 
point. of view. Lue im-
port a nce of a 11 o•vi ng tile womc1n to 
do as much for hers c J f as poss i b J 
F'or example, removing; her own gown 

ll. 

Medica I Students 
for the breast exam, placing her 
own in the supports, and po-
sitioning her body herself, fol-
lowing verbal directions from the 
student. Her head is raised dur-
ing the pelvic exam, and the sheet 
is folded that she may see the 
student a nd communicate on eye le-
vel. All these are aimed 
at the woman more relaxed, 
and this in turn, helps 
to make ttle examination e?.sier and 
more comfortable. 

• 



This is tne third year for the 
Clinical Teaching pro-
gram, and we are now a firm p<lrt 
of the training of medical stu-
dents. have also done teach-
ing sessions with Northern nurses, 
internal medicine residents, unJ 
doctors in emergency depurtmenLs. 
There is in progress no•.v, a teach-
ing program on ours being 
started in Saskatoon, Sask. 

The students are very apprecia-
tive and have said th a t it 
one of the hest cxner-
iences they have in mcd.i cal 
T·hey wi 11 be more aware of ·.vo-
men 's and fee Ii '\'hen they 
become doctors, and l feel Rll 
women wiJl benefit frnm pro-
gram in the future. 

Personally, I am ve r·v fH'o11c1 L n be 
a par t o f' a J 1 th i s , and l re e I i t 
has heen one of the most cnncrete 
thi nirs J have dnne fM· mv i <.:: ter.;:. 

- Boni ta -'lcRridl' 

Ueflection 

Away from any hut woman 
<Jnd you, 
l helieve in me. 
ln the city 
that 1 remember 
the beginning of tht.> worJd 
1 a butterfly 
hitch a lift on 
on road side ajr 
to my land of daisy and naper 
she, I hebeve it a 
such p,;race 
s u ct1 a 1 n n d i n .'!: 
such direction 
died before me 
and laid herself 
to rest, 

folded, 
symmetry. 

(l'JI 1-';Ct the other 
on paper if it ld I me. ) 

- fin nnall i( 0 d rr;c t'f.: 

geen on my sister's kitchen wall, 

IS AN 

"EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IOTl.HEN" 

- E. Weaver 

The Old Stoic 

Hictie!'": I hqld in light esteem, 
And jove l to scorn; 

And Just of fame was hut a dream 
That with the morn: 

Ar.d, if 'I pray, the only prayer 
That moves my lips me 
'Leave the heart that now J hear . 
And give me Jiherty1· • 

as my swift days near their 
'Ti s a I l that I imp 1 ore : 

Jn life und death a chainless souJ, 
to endure. 

EmU y Bron ti?· 
( 18 J 8-184 '3) 

13 
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Women's Access to the Law by Al ice 
Steinbart 

MAUiAGE A RS.Hi P 
OF" E'Q U A..t.S The law dealing with family property and who owns it and what happens 

tL 

NOT YE..T 
on separation was changed in June, 1977. The following is reprinted from a 

newly published government pamphlet calle d "Family Law in .Manitoba". The 

pamphlet is available free from the Women's Bureau, 241 Vaughan Street, 

Winnipeg, 942-8508. 

WHO OWNS YOUR PROPERTY? 

Property Acquire d Durin3 Your 
Property acquired by either spouse during thei r marriage will be 

shared equally. When and how it will be s h are d depe nds on the type 
of property. Ho we ver, gifts, inhe ritance s, some types of in s urance 
proceeds, dama ge awards for personal injurie s fr o m accide nts, personal 
clothing and property owned by e ither spou se before t hei r ma rriage will 
not be shared (unless the spouse who owns it intends that it be shared). 

The Family Home 
The family home, if it was bought during the marriage or with the 

marriage in mind, will be jointly owned by the couple. This means the 
home cannot be s old or mortgaged witho ut the signature of both spous es, 
unless a Court says otherwise. Whe n one spou se dies, the other will 
become owner of the entire home, even if the deceased's Will s ays 
otherwise. 

If one spouse· does not have his or h e r name o n the title to the 
family home, then the spouse has the right to have it put on. 

If the fam i ly home was bought by: one spouse before the marriage; 
or was inhe rited by or given to one spou se ; or the couple opt out of 
the joint ownership; then t h e other spou s e, although not an owner of 
the property, ma y h a ve dower rights in th e f a mily home. Dower rights 
mean the h o me cannot be sold or mortgaged witho ut the signature of 
both spouses. Also the non-owning spouse has the right to live in the 
home for the r es t of his or h e r life if the other spou se dies, even 
if the deceased's Will says otherwise. 

If a couple jointly own the family home, a spou se can ask the 
Court for an Order either that the h ome be so ld a nd the money be 
divided equally, or that the one spo u se can buy t he other's s hare. 
This is normaI1y done only if there is a separation or divorce. 

Family Assets 
not used to produce income, s u c h as the f a mily car, the 

furniture, the cotta9e if it is . in Manitoba, the camper trailer, etc., 
is equally owned by the couple. 

• 



conunercial Assets 
If property produces income or is intended to produce income, 

and is in the name of only one spouse, it will only be shared if the 
couple separate. Some examples are bank accounts, bonds, apartment 
blocks, businesses, and some farms. 

If the parties separate, both have the right to have all conunercial 
property valued. The value of the property (less the debts) will be 
evenly divided. 

If as a result of this division one spouse is required to make a 
payment to the other, that spouse may ask the Court for time to raise 
the money; or the couple can agree (or the Court can order) that the 
spouse take some property instead of money 

Farms 
Depending on the circumstances, a farm (1) can be a family home 

and therefore jointly owned by the couple, or (2) it can be a 
commercial asset and therefore owned only by one spouse and not 
shareable unless there is a separation, or (3) it can be both a family 
home and a conunercial asset. 

If the farm was bought during the marriage or with the marriage 
in mind and the couple have their home on the farm, then the section 
(320 acres) on which the house is located will be jointly owned by the 

couple. If it is larger, then everything over 320 acres may be owned 
by one spouse. It would be shared only on separation, unless the 
couple agree in writing otherwise. 

If the farm was bought before their marriage then it will be 
owned only by the spouse who bought it. It will not be shared unless 
the parties intend otherwise. However, the spouse who does not own 
the farm may have dower rights on a section if the couple live on 
the farm. Then the property cannot be sold without the consent of 
the spouse who does not own the property. As well, dower rights 
include the right of the non-owning spouse to live on the section 
for the rest of his or her life if the other spouse dies. 
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Squandering Assets; Excessive Gifts 
Even when a couple have not separated, if one spouse dissipates 

or squanders any conunercial asset, then the other spouse can apply to 
the Court within two years to become owner of half of the property. 

If one spouse makes an excessive gift of any conunercial property, 
then on separation, the second spouse can, within two years of that 
gift, require the first spouse to account for it. 

Unequal Sharing 
If a couple both agree that they do no want equal sharing, then 

they may contract out of the equal sharing law or any part of it by 
having an agreement written up. 

BUT EACH SPOUSE SHOULD SEE HIS OR HER OWN LAWYER BEFORE SIGNING 
SUCH AN AGRREMENT. 

In certain rare cases, such as hardship cas e s, or where it 
would be "grossly unfair that there be equal sharing, the Court 
may decide that one spouse should receive more than the other on 
separation. 

Who Is Covered? 
The new property law will come into effect on January 1, 1978. 
This new law will apply to all married people in Manitoba, no 

matter where or when they were married. If, however, a person 
separated before May 6, 1977, the new property law does not apply, 
and that person would be covered by the old law. If a person 
separates after May 6, 1977, the new property law applies, even 
though that law will not come into force until January 1, 1978. 

Answers to Some Conunon Questions 
1. Will the new law change the way most people operate their 
marriage? 

No. The law assumes that most people see their marriage as a 
partnership, with each person contributing, making mutual decisions 
about finances and day-to-day matters, and sharing equally in the 
assets of the marriage if it ends in separation or divorce. The 
legislation simply brings the law up-to-date. 

2. Will joint signatures be necessary to buy or sell a family asset 
that is owned by both spouses? 

Although one spouse should not sell property belonging to both 
without the other's consent, if one spouse does, the purchaser, if 
he or she honestly does not know it is being sold without the other 
spouse's consent, will not be affected. However, the spouse who sold 
the property is responsible for turning over of the proceeds to 
the other spouse. 

3. If a spouse owns a business, will he or she need the other 
spouse.1 s consent for any business transction? 

No. Businesses are corrunercial assets and the non-owning 
spouse does not control the day-to-day operation of the business. 
Therefore, joint signatures are not necessary. These assets will 
only be shared on separation. 



4. Must pay-cheques and family allowance cheques be shared? 
The law encourages couples to share in spending their incomes, 

but so long as they are living there is no equal ownership 
of these cheques. These cheques will only 9e shared if they are in 
existence at the of a_separation. 

5. At separation or divorce, does everything get split 50-50? 
No. Only commercial or business assets acquired during the 

marriage are divided on separation or divorce. Non-commercial 
assets are alrea dy equally owned , so no further sharing necessary. 
Gifts, inheritance s , or property owned by either partner before 
their marriage will not be shared. Property will not .be split in 
half, but rather a n equali zi ng payment will be made. 

6. What h appe ns to t he de bts agains t the prope rty? 
The spouse who receives of the property because of the new 

law will take the ir s hare of the property s ubject to existing debts, 
although the y will not have to pay anything to the person or 
company which l e nt the money. 

7. How can t he pe r s on who is not earning an income pay these 
debts agains this property? 

If one spouse is no t e arning an income, that spouse does not 
need to pay of the nomthly bills, since the law says that a 
spouse who stays home to look afte r the home and family is making 
a~ equal contribution. Therefore , a financial contribution is not 
necessary. However, if the property is sold, the debts must be 
paid first from the sa le proceeds and only then is the rest of the 
money divided equally. 

8. What if I don't like the ne w law? 
If you do not want the equal sharing law to apply to you, then 

you and your s pouse ca n opt out of it by a written agreement. Your 
spouse, however, will have to agree to this. 

SEXISM l N \!EOl A 

The Manitoba Action Committee 
on the Status of Women .is launch-
ing a Lo monitor the 
media. To introduce Lhe sub-
ject, they held a ,,.ell-at.tend-
ed panel on Sept. 20th 
at the U. of The ·to-
pics covered included the hic;:-
tory of women in film, the his-
tory of cory 
1920, in the ne•vf'p<wer<:; 
and many PictnraJ nf 
sexism in our local 
and papecc::. 

A comn:ittee is being formed to 
a province-wide cam-

to have Manitobans sub-
mit. examples nf media items 
which they find objectionable, 
and to confront the offending 
corporation. If you are inter-

ted in in this 
call MACSW, 943-0381. 

At any rate, pleac;:e compJete 
and the 
questionaire the next time a 

or otherwise 
comment on radio or T.V. 

in a newspaper, magazine, or 
bi 11 board of fends you. It 
shouldn't take you to find 
one! 
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MANITOBA ACTION COMMITTEE ON.THE 
STATUS OF WOMEN 

Instructions: A) 
B) 
C) 

. 
Please print 
Complete a separate form for each . i tern 
Completed forms should be sent to: MACSW 

Date of Media Item: 
Day Month Year 

447 Webb Place 
Winnipeg,Manitoba 
R3B 2P2 

Category - Indicate by (X): TelevisionO RadioO Magazine D Newspaper D 
Film D Billboard Other ________ _ 

Name of station/publication/theatre: 

Title of program/article/film: 

Location of billboard: 

Brand name (for advertisements): 

Have you previously used the product? Yes 
Would you use the product as a result of this ad? 

No 
Yes No 

Briefly outline the content of' the item (storyline,actions portrayed,char-
acteristics of persons portrayed) : 

Briefly describe why you object to this particular item: 

Did this item discriminate against any of the following: 

Age Sex Race Religion Marital Status D Sexual Persuasion[ 

City/town in which you reside: 

Have you already made a formal complaint on this i tern? Yes D No L 
To whom? ----------------------------.. 

By letter By phone D 
16 



' 

Sl lLL llfE 



'" 

20 

As promised in the last issue,this 
month's article will deal with 
headaches .The remedies which fol-
low are examples of acupres sure,or 
"shia tsu" techni que s,which are based 
on the same basic principles as acu-
puncture. The bas is of these oriental 
disciplines is an energy model,which 
portrays the body as a universe in 
mi niature ,complete with energy meri-
dians which can be charted . 

Although the causes of headaches are 
many,the most common are those which 
appear in conj un ction with sinus 
colds,tension, and i mp roper diet. 

SINUS HEADACHES:In oriental medicine 
the toes and fingertips correspond 
to the head region of the body.For 
sinus headache s,massaging these 
areas is particularly effec tive . 
Grasp the finger or toe tip between 
thumb and fo r efinger , and massage 
vigourously .Al though these a r eas 
will be s ensitive ,the harder the ma-
ssage,the better .It feels good to 
massage the whole fin ger and toe, 
working from the base up.Squeeze 
that headache out! 

. I ., 
Also extremely effective in drainin g 
the sinuse s is a ginge r compress. 
Grate some fresh ginger in to a small 
cloth bag,tie the bag secur ely closed , 
and let steep in hot(not boiling)water. 
Its like making ginger tea.Dip a wash-
cloth i nto the "tea",wri ng out well, 
and place over the sinus a r ea .When the 
cloth cools,repeat the dipping process . 
After 2 or 3 applications ,you should 
feel a kind of "chemical" heat, even 
after the cloth has cooled .Periodic use 
of the ginger compress can be used, f or 
those who habitually have sinus pro-
blems , as · a preventative measure.NOTE: 
recurring sinus problems are a sign of 
too much dairy food in the diet. 

hy D,1' 1'1\ lltcAMADi\T 

TENSION: Although tension can produce 
the most painful of headaches,there are 
some very simple remedies.It is impor-
tant to catch these headaches just as 

are developing - if you wait, they 
will be harder to get rid of. 
The most effective technique against 
tension headaches is massage of the 
point shown below: 

Wh~ h" h ."'i en you it t e right spot,you'll 
know.Its a very special kind of pain! 
Again,the harder you massage,the more 
relief you will get.Do both hands.If 
you can,get a friend to do this,or 
use something like the eraser end of 
a pencil. 
Other good points for tension head-
aches are: 

l)at the very top of the spinal col-
umn,just under the bump of the skull. 

2)in the hollows on either side of the 
spine (occipital area) . 

3)just behind the bump which is behind 
the ear (mastoid process). 

DON' T PRESS ON THESE POINTS FOR MORE 
THAN 3 SECONDS AT A TIME. 
Tension headaches can also be relieved 
by massag i ng the lower back area,right 
down to the tail bone. 
If t ension is appearing regularly in 
headache form,exercises such as jogging 
and swimming should be undertaken on a 
regular basis . 
Failing in the above,orgasmic release is 
also good for t~ion headaches. 

IMPROPER DIET: If you don't drink alcohol, 
eat sugar ,meat,or mineral salt,or smoke 
(anything !) ,you probably won't be bother-
ed by this type of headache.If,om the 
other hand,you enjoy life,you will be 
periodically afflicted by headaches which 
can be attributed to improper eating. 
Cutting down on t he above-mentioned items 
will decrease the probability of this 
occurring.Once you have the headache ,all 
the techniques mentioned above for sinus 
and tension headaches can be used(except 
the ginger compress) . 
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HANGOVERS: There is one shiatsu point 
which works wonders against the ill effects 
of demon drink. Grasp the tip of the second 
toe(the one next to the big toe),and 
squeeze as hard as you can.A friend of mine 
actually bites the toe,and says this is 
very effective,but the less dexturous of 
us will have to be content with massage ... 

A good basic book dealing with oriental 
medicine is: 
Healing Ourselves, by Naboru Muramoto 

- - 1973,Avon 

Next month - "Sugar Blues" 

A NATIONAL DAY OF PROTEST ON NOVEMBER 5??? 

Women Agai nst Rape are r equesting women 

a l l acr oss Canada t o demonst at e and educat e . 

Come to an organizing meeting Mon. Oct. J 7 

at Woman ' s Pl ace , 143 Walnut Street at 8 PM . 

************* * 
CALF:NDAHS ! ! ! 

A ••1() ,\L\l\ 'c- wi 11• he produc 
a femini~t wall calendar, featur-
ing ori,z:inaJ art hy Winnipeg wo-
men. They'll be ready in Novem-
ber and wi 11 be flabn lous ChriR t-
mas gifts for your friendi:;. 

Call '\'oman's Place later in Nov., 
evenin~~, for your 

************* 

SINGLE PARENT WORKSHOP 

SPONSORED BY: River Heights 
Family Life Centre 

WHEN: Six Thursday eves. 
starting Oct. 20 
8:00 to 10:00 

WHERE: St. Mark's Lutheran 
Church, Corydon & 
Cambridge 

GROUP LEADER: Nancy McGregor 

FEE: $10.00 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL 
452-1742 

2.1 
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VANCQlJ!ER WOMEN 

On Monday, March 8 (International VJomen' s Day) the Vancouver Status of 
Women will be participating along with other B.C. women's organizations in 
a massive lobby/action in Victoria. It is being called -

! ! ! ! !WOMEN RALLY FOR ACTION!!!!!!! 
At present, over JO women's organizations are involved in the planning and 
staging of this action. Plans includei setting up an office outside the 
Legislature on March 8, from this office our LOBBYING TEAMS will head into 
the Parliament Buildings to keep their appointments with every M.L.A. 
(appts being set up now) and present him/her with a brief on the issues of 
concern to women in B.C. and hundreds of letters from the M.L.A. 's con-
stituents concerning women's issues in that riding. Questions will be 
asked, points will be raised, dialogue will be held and each lobbying team 
will evaluate the M.L.A.'s response and note it on a huge billboard we plan 
to have set up outside the building. Plahs also include day long speeches, 
etc outside the Parliament Buildings, support demonstrations in Victoria, 
Vancouver and other centres where women want to gather. 

Our purpose? To bring home to the government the fact that the women's 
movement is not a "pie in the sky" movement, · that women all over the prov-
ince care about things like non-sexist education for their children, access 
to daycare centres, community of property in marriage, core funding for 
women's centres, a better Maternity Protection Actp Affirmative Action 
plans etc. We want each M.L.A. to understand that the women's movement 
is not just an urban phenomena, it is growing, surging throughout the ..r whole 

" province, especially in his/her riding. 

_THE HELP OF V.S.W. MEMBERS IS NEEDED IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS: 

1. Participation - committees have been struck for billeting, visual aids, 
construction, food and sanitary, transportation? lobbying, entertainment, 
local demonstrations, media. PORT COQUITLAM AREA WOMEN"S CENTRE is handling 
all the communications to women's centres/groups in B.C. Call them or the 
V.S.W. office and you'll be given the name of the committee coordinator 
you want. (Pt Coq - 941-6311? P.O. Box 243, Pt. Coquitlam/V.S.W. 736-3746) 

2. Money - if you don't have the time or the energy to spare, but wish to 
support this action (we need supplied, $$ for air fares for women from the 
North etc ) please send $$$. Make cheques payable to the Vancouver Status 
of Women, and NOTE ON THE CHEQUE THAT THIS MONEY IS FOR THE WOMEN"S RALLY 
FOR ACTION. It will be cashed and put to work towards success on March 8. 

3. Letters - as well as the brief on issues of concern to women in B.C. 
each lobbying team will give the M.L.A. what we hope will be boxes of 
letters from his/her constituents regarding issues of concern to WOMEN OF 
HIS/HER RIDING. We need YOU to write these letters - the actions taken in 
Victoria won't mean a thing unless the M.L.A. thinks and knows that women 
in their riding are concerned about them too. So here's what to do -
address your letter paper to (name), M.L.A., Parliament Buildings, Victoria 
write about things you think are important to women, about problems women 
have in your local area, voice support for the Women's Rally for Action, 
for continuation of Prov. Coord. of Status of Women office, for continuation 
of Provincial Advisory Cttee on Sex Discrimination in Education - WHATEVER 
MEANS SOMETHING TO YOU---WRITE IT DOWN!!! Then pop it into an envelops 
and mail to the Vancouver Status of Women office, 2029 West 4th Avenue, 
Vancouver. We will coordinate the letters for presentation to the M.L.A.'s 
OUT OF TOWN MEMBERS NOTE--we have women on the lobbying committee respon-
sible for contacting women's centres/groups all over the you 
want to do more? call your nearest women's centre and ask about the 
8 WOMEN RALLY FOR ACTION - or call/write us immediately at the offic e and 
we can help. 
DO IT'DO JTIDQ TT I' DO TTIDQ JTIPQ ITIDQ TTIDQ TTIDQ TTIDO TT'DO IT'DO TI' 
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