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Hubbub commotion 

Our First Bazaar A Big Success ! 
Saturday, August 9th, 1980. A hectic time as we 
rush to set up the tables, price things and wonder 
if anyone wi 11 show up. Shouts of "How much for 
this beautiful red dress from the 30's, like new! 
Or these bagpipes, castinets or this bag of 
diapers?" filled the air. Oh my! One of our 
young clowns is losing his pants! Someone quickly 
comes to the rescue with a safety pin. 
Customers start to come in, browse around, the 
room is filling up. People are buying! Things are 
selling like hotcakes! 
The women's group from the Metropolitan Community 
Church set up a table with information, including 
"Homosexuality and the Bible," and along with the 
Reverend Brent Hawkes, made themselves available 
to answer any questions. 
Boo ~Jatson, a very talented and popular country 
and rock singer, livened up the day playing piano 
and singing songs that she had written herself. 
The Reverend Hawkes, along with George Hislop, 
Toronto's first openly gay candidate for Alderman, 
were guest speakers at the bazaar, assuring us of 

The Lesbian Mothers ' Defence Fund was set up two 
and a half years ago to provide a pe1'manent re
source for mothers who are fighting for child cus 
tody. We can offer: 

their continued moral support and wishing us 
everv success. ~Je also received a lonq distance 
call from Robin Tyler, that wo nderful lesbian 
comic, sending us her best wishes! 
Ou r clowns were a big hit! A l esb ian mother and 
her two young children ma de their own costumes and 
put together an excellent clown act . 
The bazaar was a success in every sense of the 
word! We all l eft tired, exhausted but with a 
feeling of accomplishment. I wou l d personally 
like to say that it felt good to see such effort 
and co-opera tion from everyone invo lved. 
Many thanks to The Body Politic, the Metropolitan 
Community Church, and all of the gay clubs that 
helped us to publicize the event, the Wages for 
~ousework Committee for lots of help, and to 
everyone who donated time, money and/or articles. 
Proceeds will be used for the production and dis
tribution of our newsletter, The Grapevine, and 
the Lesbian Mothers' Defence Fund brochure. 

Mary Ann 

Pre-legal advice and info on successful cases 
Referrals to sympathetic_, compet ent lawyers 
Financial help in bui lding a strong court case 
Personal and emotional support 



Gayle Back in Court 
On September 17-19, 1980 the Appeal Cour t of Ontar
io i n Toront o heard new evidence in the case of 
Gayl e Beza ire, whose lawyer Ell en Murray argued 
t hat custody of her two children shoul d be returned 
t o her . Gayle won custody of Sean , 8 and Lisa , 9 
i n January 1979, with conditi ons attached . In Ap
ri l that decisi on was reversed when her hus ba nd' s 
l awyer argued that these cond i t ions had been 
vio lated. 
The new evi dence in Gayl e's appeal i ncluded a psy
chol ogical assessment cormnis sioned by the Official 
Guardian (Children's Aid in the employ of the 
On tario Government) of Gayle, Mr. Bezaire, the two 
children and Sue Randall, Mr. Bezaire's new wife. 
The evaluation, conducted by Dr. Elaine Borins, in 
June, was based on observation of the children for 
a full day, in interaction with all three adults. 
She concluded that: 
1) the children showed characteristics of abused 

children 
2) they are much more comfortable and spontaneous 

with their mother 
3) Sue Randall seemed to be "seriously depressed " 

and in. "urgent need" of psycho l ogi cal counse 1-
1 i ng , and 

4) because of Mr. Bezaire ' s and Sue Randall's rig
idity, and Gayle's warmth , Dr. Borins recommend
ed that custody be restored to the mother. 

The Official Guardian also appointed a lawyer, Mr. 
Jesse Glass, Q.C. to represent the interests of 
the children. He interviewed them three times 
between March and August. On all three occasions 
Sean was unequivocal in his preference to return 
to his mother, and Lisa twi ce said she wanted to 
be with her mother and once refused to state any 
preference. Mr. Glass argued strongly in the Ap
peal t hat Gayle be gran ted custody . 
After seeing Dr. Bor ins' r eport , Mr. Bezai re and 
Sue Randall obta i ned two addit i onal assessmen t s 
(one by a psychiatrist who intervi ewed Mr . Bezai re , 
Sue Randa ll and the chi ldren - - but no t Gayle ; t he 
other by a psychol og is t who spoke only t o Sue Ran
dall) . Both reports contradicted Dr. Bori ns' con
clusions. Al l th ree reports were accepted as 
evidence. 

The panel of t hree j udges i n Sept ember ' s Appeal 
decided that they coul d not make a deci sion over 
tur ning the Apr il 1979 verdi ct on t he basis of 
conf licti ng prof ess ional r eports. Th ey dismissed 
Gayle's appeal , but i n doing so stated t hat the 
homosexual ity of a parent i n a custody case shou ld 
not be seen as a negat ive factor . "In my view , " 
said Judge Arnup, "homosexuality is not i n itself 
alone a ground for r efusi ng custody . The question 
is ... what effect i t has on the we l fa re of t he 
ch i l dren. It wi ll t herefore be a question of 
evidence i n i ndivi dua l cases. " ,Judge Wi l so n added, 
"I take the view that the l esbianism of a mother 
i s a neutral fac tor " in custody decisions . 

Gayl e and her lawyer wi ll now start proceedings 
for a "var i at i onal hear i ng" which could t ake place 
i n December. In this hea ring the same expert evi -
dence wi ll be submitted, but the judge will al so 
have the opportunity to see and hear the three 
exper ts and will t hen have to decide which one to 
bel i eve. --

A baby at a recent LMDF potluck picn~c 

Keep Fighting! 
This is a letter that Lisa Bezaire, 9, wrote to the 
Grapevine in July 1980: 

I don ' t t hink i t 's fair that children ar en ' t asked 
very of ten who t hey 'd Zi ke to be with. A Zang time 
ago when I was j us t a baby my mom and dad used to 
Zove each other and were happy, but after that 
thi ngs were unhappy because Daddy was drunk and 
used t o yeZZ and hit my mom, so we aZZ left . Then 
for over four years my brother and I lived with 
Mom . We had Zots of f un. We played games , went on 
picnics sometimes , baked stuff, and when we Zi ved 
i n Alberta we hiked up mountains a Zo t . 

Then we were in court for a mont h. Nobody asked us 
what we wanted, but finally the judge said we 
could stiZZ Zive with Mommy . We were so happy . 
Lots of people were happy, because we reaZZy wanted 
to live with my mom. 

Then af ter a few months the judge said we had to 
Zive with my dad, because Mommy 's Zover was living 
with us. That made us very sad because we wanted to 
Zive with our mom. Daddy wouldn ' t Zet us write to 
our mom, and he taped our phone calls . Daddy 
doesn ' t Zet us vi sit wit h Mommy very often, and 
this makes us unhappy . He thinks t hat if we don ' t 
see our mother as much, we ' ZZ stop loving her, and 
it won ' t happen. 

It 's been a Zong time since we Zived with our 
mother . In September we wiZZ have our appeal and 
then maybe we can come home. My brother and I have 
our own ZaJJJyer . FinaZZy. We saw a psychiatrist, and 
she thinks we should Zive with Mommy, too . After so 
Zang it 's about time they listen to us . It 's hard 
for lesbi an mother s to figh t for custody, but it ' s 
hard for children too, and sometimes people forget 
that . 

Sometimes I feel Zike I want to stop fighting, but 
then Mommy tells me she gets tired of fighting too, 
but she does it because she loves us. We 've talked 
about it and we are going to keep fighting until 
we win . 

A lot of people have helped us . The Defence Fund, 
and our friends who Zend Mommy their cars so she 
can vi sit us in Windsor, and Mommy 's ZaJJJyer Ellen 
Murray . I hope we win our next court case . 



Children's Rights 
Accordi ng to Ontario law, children will soon be 
enti tl ed to thei r own legal counsel in custody di s
putes . A new Bill (#140 ) on the Ontario Legi sla 
ture's pl ate this fall underlines ch il dren' s r i ght 
to make their preference known. The new law def i nes 
the criteri a t he court s shou ld use i n deciding the 
"best interests " of a chil d as: 
1) t he love, affection and emot i onal t ies bet ween 

the ch i ld and members of his fami ly 
2) the views and preferences of the chi l d 
3) the capacity of t he parent s t o meet the needs of 

the chil d 
4) t he st ab i lity of his current environment and the 

proposed home environment, and 
5) the chil d 's natural rel ationship to the parties 
Under already existing laws (The Child Welfare Act) 
j udges are already free to appoint lawyers to rep
resent chil dren in Ontario. But two separate cases 
heard early this year involved two very different 
interpretations of the role of lawyers in relation 
to child clients . In February, Judge Karswick 
ruled that "a 'real difficulty' arises when the 
lawyer feels that the child's instructions or 
wishes are not in his best interest." He said . .. I 
do not thin k the court can, nor should it, direct 
the child ' s counsel to . . . act as a mouthpiece, 
bl indly advocating a ... preference which confounds 
or shocks hi s profess ional opinion of what is in 
the bes t interest of the child." 
Judge Abella, on the other hand, stated that the 
child ' s lawyer should act as he would with an adult 
cl ient, "by protecting the child's interests and 
carrying out his (or her) instructions in a way 
that refl ects eq ual par tic i pation" with the other 
parti es i nvolved in the case. 
We fee l t hat if a lawyer doesn't serious ly repre
sent his cl ient, the chil d is no better off -- is 
in fa ct i n a worse predi cament -- than if s(he) had 
no lawyer at al l . I t is no advantage t o have yet 
another "expert" in t he line-up to t e 11 the court 
what's good for t he child, despi te t he chi l d 's 
wis hes. If the mot her is a l esbian and/or on wel 
fa re, and the fa t her is a recently rema r r ied 
bus i nessman, the chil d must be nonetheless able to 
count on her/ his l awyer to art iculate her /hi s 
wi shes and not the prejudices that equat e hetero
sexuality and money with "f i tness" t o parent. 
Francie Wyland 
(information from the Globe & Mail April l , l980) 

Who's Flo? 
Flo is the lover 
Of a lesbian mother. 
She has restored my faith in humanity 
Enabling me to retain my sanity. 
With enaouragement and a kiss 
She helps me to start the day, 
Giving me strength to do things my way . 
When things don ' t work out , Flo 
Never says 'I told you so .' 
r!hen my son who is in his teens 
Questions what life means 
She grits her teeth and aounts to ten, 
Then smiles and says 'What the hell, 
HoM aan I help and when? ' 
No, she's not per feat 
But she is perfeat for me . 
In aase I haven ' t told you lately 
I love you, Flo. 

Mary Ann 

Custody Struggles 
Parroting homophobic opini on, Judge James Parrot, 
Tennessee, ruled t ha t homosexual parents should 
no t be granted custody of t heir children. "Common 
sense diatates t hat living i n a lesbian environ
ment is not in the bes t i nterests of ahild:r>en." 
(Gay Community News). 

In Kingston, Ontari o, a lesbian mother won custody ! 
Af t er readi ng material by soc i al worker Robert 
Gardner, Judge Pet er Nasmi th concluded that 
"aithough a ahild would have t o make adjustments 
to our homophobia soaiety ... the extent to which a 
child i s rai sed i n a happy, stable home will 
govern t he way t he child is able to cope reason
ab ly with such forms of prejudice ." (Body Politic) 

"I t hink the prob l em of the homosexuality of the 
mother is severe now, with the older child being 
age Ten, and can ' t help becomi ng more severe as 
the child:r>en go into puberty , adolescence, and an 
effort is made t o raise the children." With these 
words a Colorado Judge ruled that Carol Mueller 
must give custody of her two children to their 
father, and pay him child support. Her lawyer was 
"thunderstruck" by the decision and will appeal. 
(Plexus & GCN). 

Jane Doe, after raising her son single-handedly 
for six years, lost him to her ex-husband through 
a kidnapping. A Virginia court recently granted 
Mr. Doe's new wife's petition to adopt the child, 
without Jane's consent -- she is no longer a legal 
parent. In February 1981 the Virginia Supreme 
Court wi ll hear her appeal which will challenge 
the constitutionality of this decision. (Plexus). 

Last December Bunny King, of Massachusetts, was 
denied custody, "in part" because of her lesbian
ism. The decision awarding custody to Magdalena 
Patenaude - - who Bunny says is her ex-lover -
will be appealed this fall. 
Patenaude got temporary custody in 1976 after ur
gin Bunny to give them to her during a period of 
physical illness and emotional strain. Then Paten
aude began refusing visits and sought permanent 
custody . ( GCN) 

The l esb i an fami ly was gi ven a vote of confidence 
by a New Jersey judge who awarded custody of her 
two children to Rosemary Dempsey , a law student, 
lesbian act i vis t and mother of two. They wi ll con
tinue to live wi th her and her lover Margaret 
Wales and her t hree children. At t he conclus i on of 
the trial t he j udge accused the opposing lawyer of 
act ing "in bad faith since he didn't produce even 
a scintilla of evidence from which the court could 
infer that Rosemary Dempsey 's sexual orientation 
was adverse ly affecting the child:r>en. " Next round: 
Margaret Wales goes to court for custody of her 
own three . ( GCN) 

Human Rights Bulletin 
In t hei r April/June Newsletter t he Canadian Human 
Rights Commission r eported that they have asked 
the federal Parliament to add new grounds of dis 
crimination to those already prohibited by the 
Canadian Human Right s Aat . The Commission is re
questing that in the federal sector , discri mina
tion based on se:x:ual orientation be prohibi ted! 
This decision adds to the pressure on t he Ontario 
Government to amend its aode as we ll . 



Joining Forces 
Toronto's Working Group on Minority-Poli ce Rela
t ions and the Hwnan Ri ghts Coa lition sponsored a 
ral l y on May 31, 1980, in Brampton, Ontario, the 
home town of Premier Bi ll Davis. The rally cal l ed 
f or changes in the Hwnan Ri ghts Code and for 
improvements in policing, including the removal 
f rom office of public servants who express racist 
or bigoted views. Marchers and speakers represen
ted the Black, Asian and gay corrmunities in alli 
ance for the first time . Francie WyZand of the 
Lesbian Mothers ' Defence Fund, and George Hislop, 
our f irst openly gay candidate for Alderman,spoke 
for lesbians and gay men. Here are Franci e's 
remarks: 

************** 

Lesbian mothers are women who are penalized by 
society and the law because they love the wrong 
people. And the Lesbian Mothers' Defence Fund is 
a resource for them, in their fight to keep or win 
custody of thei r children . 
Nobody knows how many gay women there are in 
Toronto or Canada . We are a mostly i nvisible min
ority . Mos t of us have to hide who we are ,espec i 
ally if we're st ill mar r ied, or living in small 
towns , or i f we ' re mothers. If the wrong people 
find ou t we can lose our homes and jobs, because 
homosexuals are still excluded f rom protection 
under the Human Ri ghts Code. 
Worst of all, mothers who have raised famil i es 
with love , toi l and pride can lose custody of 
thei r own chi"l dren , si mpl y because they are try
ing to build a life with another woman. Or, be
cause t hey are poor -- and women without men are 
generally poor -- they have to leave the children 
behind j ust to guarantee them a decent standard of 
living. 
This is an audience that can understand what I'm 
saying. So many immigrant women come to Canada to 
tend other people's children , so they can send a 
little money home for their own. \\le have that 
spectre of forced separation from our children in 
common. And of course, someti mes we are the same 
women. 
We have marched today because we deplore the bru
tality and disrespect with which Black and Asian 
people are treated by police, government, employ
ers and landlords. We condemn the racism that 
resulted in the beating of the Rexdale family, 
and the murder of Albert Johnson. This climate of 
intolerance for the rights of minorities threatens 
all of us. 
We support the demands of the Minority-Police 
Relations Working Group. 
Finally, today we're here too to celebrate the 
gains we've made: more lesbian mothers are winning 
custody, there is increasing support for our de
mand that homosexuality should not be used as a 
criterion for deciding custody, and more gay women 
are able to march. 
Our claim to physical safety, freedom from discri
mination and dignity within society is growing 
stronger. We trust that the alliance begun today 
will prosper, too. We know our lives depend on it. 
Thank you. 

Growi11g Together 
Catherine is a mother and school t eacher. She has 
undisput ed custody now, and in the event of a court 
f i ght wou Zd have a very soli d case. But she has to 
worry nevert he less; her husband could carry out his 
threats t o ki dnap her daughter Betty, and take her 
to his country of origin, where she uJOuld have 
automatic citizenship . 

Fifteen European countries recently signed a con
vention binding them to honor each others ' custody 
orders and to trace abducted children within their 
borders, to assis t in t heir "speedy'' return. When 
will Canada and the US sign, too? 

********** 
It's 9 o'clock. He was supposed to bring her back 
at 7. Two hours that seem like two decades. I feel 
tears coming to my eyes, but I don't want to cry 
because I don't want to believe I will never see 
her again. 
. .. I can hear her laughing; she tells me she likes 
i t when I make j okes .. . ! remember the first time I 
t ook her i n my arms, t he f i rst time I kissed her. 
Then there was her first smile, the f irst time she 
said "Mommy, " the f i rst ti me she walked . .. the time 
she t old me that a tree was beautiful. I had for
gotten that things like trees can be beautiful ... 
Then one day when she was t hree, as we were going 
to the li brary for story hour, she t old me she did 
not want t o hol d my hand. She t ol d me t o fol low 
her, that she would show me the way. I had a 
strange feeling inside me ; I felt it was toq soon 
to l et her go her own way, but I also knew t ha t 
for her own sake it had to happen . .. ! remember t he 
sleepless ni ghts, having to go t o work the next 
day, the unhappiness surroundi ng me. I fe ll in to 
deep depression, but she was t here smi li ng, show
ing me tha t l i f e i s beautiful. She was showing me 
that it is natural to be independent. She was 
showing me she was happy when she was doing what 
she wanted to do ... So I decided I could be happy, 
too, if I did what I wanted. One day we left home 
and I came out as a lesbian. Things haven't been 
easy -- it has been very hard -- but I feel much 
happier now. 
Somebody is knockina at the door. She's here! 
She's back! I hug her and tell her a joke, and she 
laughs! ... She came back this time, but how about 
next time? 
Catherine 
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DONATIONS WELCOME 
Make cheques or money orders payable to the L~fDF, 
P.O. Box 38, Station E, Toronto, Ontario M6H 4E1 _; 
Telephone (416) 465-6822 
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