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Toronto LMDF 
T he Gay Community Appeal 
(see page 2 for m ore on the 
G CA ) has g iven the Toronto Les­
bian Mothers' Defence Fund a 
grant to fund a speaking tour 
through Ontario this fall and 
winter. 

We hope to visit as many as a 
dozen towns in the north ern , 
eas tern and southern parts of the 
p rov ince, to begin es tablishing a 
network of resources for lesbia n 
mothers. 

T he LMDF is contac ting 
wo men and women 's groups througho ut Ontario to ask 
for their help in setting up workshops, public meetings 
med ia interviews, informal meetings with lesbian 
mothers and with progressive lawyers in their area. We 
want to share o ur fi ve years' experience in help ing les­
bia n mothers secure custody and visiting rights, as well as 
gain insight from our sisters o utside Toronto. 

During o ur two- to four-day visits in different cities, we 
wou ld like to carry out as many o f the acti vities o utlined 
here as possi ble: 

hold a public meeting, p refera bl y for women only 
(perhaps in a li brary, YWCA or women 's cen tre) to d is­
cuss custody cases and lesbia n motherhood 

publicize both the L MDF's work and the p ublic meet­
ing through in terviews with local media - radio, TV 
and newspapers. Many of us in Toronto first learned 
about the LMDF by reading a story on the Fund in the 
Toron to S tar or seeing someone ta lk abo u t it on TV. We 
hope the media o utside Toronto will be as receptive. 

meet informall y with lesbian mothers 
begin discuss ion with women 's groups or community 

in forma tion workers who may be interes ted in equipping 
themselves with some of the mos t va luable resource ma ter­
ia ls we've found on lesbian custody. T hen, when women 
write to us from regions of the province where we can ' t 
ord inaril y go, we' ll be a ble to refer them to this cen tre or 
orga niza ti on 's stock of borrowable litera ture and on-the­
spot moral support. 

contact local lawyers who would be willing to ta ke on 

The (Toronto) Lesbian Moth e rs ' De fence Fund was set up 
five years ago to provide assistance to mothers who are 
fighting for child custody or visiting rights, and as a peer 
support group for all lesbian mothers. We can offer: 

reaches out! 

5H 

lesbian custody cases a nd keep 
us informed of their clients' pro­
gress and court settlements. Our 
first priority when we hear from 
lesbian mothers outside Toronto 
is helping them find sympathe­
tic lawyers. We hope to finish 
this tour with a long legal refer­
ral list! 

speak to women's studies, 
sociology, socia l work, famil y 
law and/ or psychology classes a t 
community colleges and 
universities 

We receive calls regularly from new lesbian mothers in 
or near Toronto - some still living with their husbands 
- who th rough newspaper articles or friends of friends 
have learned of our group for the first time. It's such a 
relief to reali ze tha t you 're not a lone. 

T hi s is the purpose of our tour. We want to provide a ll 
the in fo rma tion and the support we ca n to those women 
in communities outside Toronto who do not have access 
to the resources and help tha t we do in a city thi s size. 
T he existence of a network of support tha t ex tends 
furth er than o ur own ci ty will build our confidence in the 
futu re, too. 

Excitement is rising in the L MDF as o ur p lans for 
these trips take shape. T he letters that we sent about the 
tour to women 's groups and ind ivid ua ls are beginning LO 

yield replies which we're now busy sorting th ro ugh. T h is 
support fo r our goa ls (and dreams) has been great! 

Over the nex t few weeks we' ll be going to Ham il ton, 
Ottawa and Niagara Fa ll s - and this is just the 
beginning! 

If we missed con tacting you or your grou p in our 
initia l mailing cam paign , a nd you wo uld like LO help us 
organize any or a ll of the work o utlined here, g ive us a 
ca ll or drop us a line. We'd love to hea r from you so tha t 
we can incl ude your community in o ur winter schedul­
ing. T hanks to the Gay Community Appeal, we're look­
ing fo rward to meeting a lo t of new fri ends! 

Jeanne and Mary, for the LMDF 

Pre-legal advice and info on successful cases 
Referrals to sympathe tic, expert lawyers 
Financial help in building a strong court case 
Personal and emotional support 



Reports from 
Canada's LMDFs: 
Ca lgary 
Shattering the M yths, Calgary's first-ever lesbian confer­
ence, sponsored by the LMDF, was held a t the Alberta 
Vocational Centre on May 13 and 14. Abo ut 100 women 
from as fa r as Winnipeg a ttended the weekend 's activities. 

Robin Tyler, the feminist comic, sta rted the whole 
thing off with two well-a ttended shows on the first even­
ing. Many women chose to a ttend the early show in order 
to go to the Womyn 's Dance tha t night, co-sponsored by 
the LMDF and the Womyn 's Collective. T he LMDF's 
own " Drink Dyke" was present, sporting a low-cut opales­
cent jumpsuit and blue ha ir. 

Robin was a lso the keynote speaker a t the conference 
the next morning . H er ta lk foc ussed on the history o f rad­
ical comedy. Following tha t were two slide show p resen­
ta tions, L eaping L esbians and interviews with chi ldren of 
lesbian mothers. Then came the fa mous (infa mous?) Les­
bian Fashion Show, fea turing the dress of 'typical' 
lesbians. 

After lunch , In the Best Interest of the Children, a US 
fi lm a bout lesbian mothers and their chi ldren was 
screened. T his was fo llowed by a panel including a law­
yer and a psychia trist. The lawyer was well received; she 
presen ted a lo t of usefu l informa tion for lesbian mothers. 
The psychia trist proved , once aga in, tha t being gay­
positive doesn't make someone either radical or non­
sexist. T he conference ended with a lesbian-on ly work­
shop on lesbian sexua lity, a ttended by more than 80 
women . After a hesitant start (how many of us aren 't hesi­
tant abo ut discussing sex pub licly?), the discussion took 
off, with howls of la ughter and recogniti on. T he work­
shop ended too early - when the security guards sta rted 
closing up the building. 

We received $1500 th rough the Department of the 
Secretary of Sta te to help put on the Lesbian Conference. 
To our knowledge this is the fi rs t open lesbian group 
tha t's ever received funding thro ugh Sec Sta te fo r a pro­
ject. It' s a rea l step forward for a ll gays. 

Now we' re gearing up fo r the new yea r after a slowed­
down summer. We' ll be hav ing more dances, sponsoring 
workshops, and one night of the Interna tional Women 's 
Day spea kers' series in January '84. 

We're actively involved as a coa lition partner in IWD 
and the Women Recla im the Night Ma rch . T h ree of o ur 
members are part of the gay/ police lia ison committee 
here, and severa l participa te in the Lesbia n In forma tion 
L ine. We help to financia ll y support LIL, as well. 

In addition , there are two fund ing applica tions tha t 
we' re awa it ing decisions on , tha t might ena ble us to pay 
staff sa laries. 

We 're fu ll o f energy and ideas - and looking fo rward 
to a year o f meeting new mo thers and fri ends who want 
to be part of the Alberta LM DF! 

Lynn Fraser, and Karen 

Vancouver 
T he Va ncouver L MDF has had a ser ious shortage of 
woma n-power since Ma ry la unched th e organ iza tion in 

1982. Now, with her one steady helper no longer on the 
scene, the decision to de-activa te the LMDF - for now -
was unavoidable. Mary will continue to lead workshops 
o n the issue of lesbian mothers and child custody, and has 
found a home for the LMDF's library of resource ma ter­
ials a t the Sta tus of Women office (400A W. 5th Avenue, 
Vancouver V5Y 1]8; 604/ 873-1427 ) where they' ll be access­
ible to mothers, lawyers and future activists. 

Montreal 
L 'associa tion des meres lesbiennes de Quebec has given 
birth to a French-speaking lesbian mothers bow ling 
league! And we carry on with discussions and o utreach. 

On October 1st an information booth stocked with o ur 
ma teria ls a t an Eng lish-language Concordia U niversity 
event a ttracted lo ts of lesbians who either have or want to 
have chi ldren . 

More on our group, nicknamed Croissante, in the nex t 
issue of the Grapevine! 

In eastern Canada, contact: 
Lesbian Mothers' Defence Fund 
PO Box 38, Station E 
Toronto M6H 4E1 Ontario 
416/465-6822 

L'association des meres lesbiennes 
de Quebec 
CP 222, Succ. De Lorimier 
Montreal H2H 2N6 Quebec 
514/524-1040 (Monday evenings) 

In western Canada: 

Caro lle 

Alberta Lesbian Mothers' Defence Fund 
#124, 320-5 Avenue S.E. 
Calgary T2G OE5 Alberta 
403/264-6328 

Appealing 
Toron to's Gay Com munity Appea l is a t it aga in ! For the 
fo urth year in a row, the Appeal is raising money for pro­
jects of benefit to lesbians and gay men in our communi ty. 

Campaign '83 will be a mere 10 weeks long, from Octo­
ber 1 to December 15. Du ring this period, the Appea l will 
ra ise $50,000 through a seri es of Supporting Our Selves 
(S.O .S.) get-togethers in the homes of lesbians and gay 
men. At these ga therings, the hosts and their invited gues ts 
hear about the Gay Community Appea l and view this 
year 's slide show. At the encl of the showi ng everyone is 
asked to make a donation. 

In 1982, the Appeal raised $42,000 th rough S.O.S. even­
ings and an add itional $ 13,000 from Frui t Cockta il , a 
huge entertainment attended by over 2,500 people. 

Almost $ 100,000 in grants has been distributed by the 



Appealing (con't) 
Gay Com muni ty Appea l in its th ree previous campa igns. 
T hese funds have been ap proxima tely equa ll y di vided into 
four ca tegori es : Social/Cul tura l, Lega l Po lit ica l, Social 
Services/ H ea lth , a nd Research/ Educa tion. T he GCA is ac­
cept ing app lica ti ons for projects until November 15, 1983. 
Any ind ividua l o r gro up with a proposa l is welcome to 
subm it a fund ing reques t wh ich will be eva lua ted by the 
Projects Development Comm it tee. 

T he Toronto Lesbia n Mothers' Defence Fund received a 
grant o f 2825 from the 1982 campa ign. T hese funds are 
to finance out.reach in two ways: the first, a spea king tour 
to o th er citi es in Onta rio (sec fron t page); a nd the second, 
thi s issue of the Grapevine. Each time th e Grapevine is 
pu bli shed it costs a bo ut $ 1,000, and the LMDF th rough its 
own effo rts ra ises enough money to p u t out two issues per 
year, bu t wants to do th ree. T he Appea l recognized the 
need for the LMDF's o utreach p la ns. 

Yo ur help is needed fo r the Gay Community Appea l to 
continue g iving grants LO gToups li ke the LMDF with a 
worthwhile project but in suffi cient funds LO carry it o ut. 

Get invo lved! H os t a n S.O .S. get-together, jo in a n o r­
ga nizing committee, ma ke your dona ti on . For more 
in fo rma tion ca ll o r write: 416/ 869-3036; GCA, PO Box 
22 12, Sta tion P, Toronto , Onta rio M5S 2T2 . 

H elen 

SUPPORTING 
OUR SELVES 
T he Gay Community Appeal of Toronto has been 

raising money for project s of benefit to men and 
women since 1980. Our goal this year is to raise 
$50,000 - and you can help! 

The 1983 S.O.S. Campaign s tarts in October and runs 
through December. Attend a n S.O.S. get-together or 
h ost one yourself. See our bra nd new slide show -
a nd, of course, ma ke a don a tion! 

Proposals for funding are being considered 
concurrently with the S.O.S. Campaign . 
Applications will be accepted until November 15, 
1983. 

For mo r e de tail s about S.0.S . get-toge the r s or to obtain a n 
a pplicatio n for fundi n g, please write or phone : 

The Gay Commun ity Appeal of Toronto, P.O. Box 2212, 
S t a tion P, Tor·onto, Onta rio M5S 2T2. Te le phone 869-3036. 

\,,AY COMMU NITY APPEAL OF TORONTO 

U.S. Custody NeV#s 
Detroit, Michigan 
In 198 1, Pa mela Meir' s husband, Jeffrey, was awa rded cus­
tod y of their son , Eri c. T his year the Michiga n Court o f 
Appea ls decided tha t the lower co urt had erred in remov­
ing Eri c from hi s mo ther 's care. 

H owever, Er ic may no t end up living with his moth er 
after a ll. T he court has ordered a n investiga tion to sec 
whether the JO-yea r-o ld has settl ed into a "custodi a l envi­
ronment" during the two years he's lived w ith his fa ther. 
If the court decides tha t is th e case, a move wi 11 be 
un li kely. 

Eri c has mainta ined th ro ughout the struggle tha t he 
wa nts to li ve with his mo ther. 

Oakland, California 
A dispute between two lesbia ns over chi ld visita tion rights 
is p utting a new twist on th e lesbian custody issue. Ma ry 
Fl ournoy has deni ed visita ti on of Sparkle, 4, to her ex­
lover Linda Loffin . 

T he two entered in to an ora l contract to have a chi ld 
a nd Loffin 's bro ther provided the sperm to a rtifi cia lly in ­
semina te Flournoy. T he two women and Sparkle lived to­
gether as a fami ly unit for two years. 

Since th eir brea k-up, Flournoy has resisted Loffin 's vis­
iting, though Loffin has been paying chi ld support to 
Fl ournoy for Sparkle's care. 

T he ma tter has been sent in to mediation and if the two 
canno t settle out o f co urt, the case will be tri ed la ter thi s 
yea r. 

Sanford, Florida 
A Florida lesbia n activist has fil ed a suit charg ing tha t her 
husband has vio la ted the terms of their divorce agreement. 
Ronni e Sanlo has seen her children once a week or no t a t 
a ll for over two years, even though her 1979 di vorce 
granted her unlimited visita tion with a minimum of two 
clays per week. 

Sa n lo 's husband, J ohn Sa u ls, Jr. , has countered with a 
suit o f hi s own charg ing that Sa nlo's o utspokenness as a 
gay rights activist is "confusing to the child ren" and 
" ta ints [her] fitness . . . LO exercise pa renta l responsibility." 

Sa uls has imposed str ict limita tions on Sa nlo's visita ­
ti on with her 7-yea r-o ld son a nd IO- yea r-o ld da ughter and 
he now wants the court to approve his restri ct ions. 

Sa uls is telling the children tha t th ey shou ld not to uch, 
hug or kiss their mo ther because a ll lesbia ns a nd gays 
sp read di seases li ke AIDS. T he children live with Sau ls 
and his parents, the founders of a fundamenta list church. 

T he case is expected to go to tria l in October, befo re 
Judge Sa lfi who is a n outspoken defender o f the right o f 
chi ldren to mainta in contact with bo th pa rents. H owever, 
Judge Sa lfi is an elected judge in a redneck area tha t goes 
LO the poll s thi s fa II. 

Sanlo feels tha t she has a good chance o f winning her 
case since she has resources a nd is no t closeted o r iso la ted. 

(In fo rmat ion on a ll the a bove cases is condensed from Gay 
Communit y N ews, Boston MA) 

H elen 



Some of us 
In the last Grapevine we decided to introduce some of the 
women w ho are involved with the Toronto L M DF. H ere 
are a Jew lines on some of our other members. In the next 
issue Some of us will include bio's of Ca lgary and Mon­
trea l LMDFers, too. 

Mary lives with her 8-year-old son in a house which they 
share with a huge dog, a budgie and a hamster (H ammie) 
who keeps Mary busy taking cupboards apa rt to get him 
back in his cage. Last spring she fini shed a technical 
course and now works with a colour graphi cs fi :-m . 
Helen is the LMDF's treasurer and this yea r's pres ident of 
the Gay Community Appea l. And she ho lds down a full ­
time socia l service job, and ra ises her son Trevor. No body 
seems to know how she does it! 
Connie has just moved into a house with her 2~-yea r -o ld 
son, Ka thleen and her two children, and a dog named 
Sappho! In between unpacking and wa tching her son, 
Connie does a lot of work with the Lesbian Archives and 
the LMDF. 
Randi has three young children, and has just moved from 
Niagara Fa lls to Toronto. She's come a long way from 
" being lost in the big city" to li ving, work ing and party­
ing here with the LMDF. 

BRANCHING OUT presents 
lesbian Cul!ure Resource Centre 

a Debutante Ball 

THE EVENT OF THE SEASON 

Saturday November 5 - 8:30 p.m. 

" tv\ake your formal entrance 
into Lesbian Society at 

the Debutante Ball " 

OCA Auditorium 
100 Mc Caul St. 

Qust south of Dundas) 

Tickets at the Door 
S4.SO 

Women Only 

Eileen works rea lly long ho urs a t her job; at our evening 
meetings we o ften get to see Eil een in her "corpora tely 
correct" suits come roa ring in with her 3-year-old son 
tucked under her arm . 
Shelley & Deborah a re non-mothers in our group though 
they really are "honorary a unts." They share a ho use with 
Jeanne and her two daughters. J eanne's daughter says, 
" It 's li ke having three mothers. T ha t's sorta nice but there 
is a lways someone there who sees wha t you 're do ing." 

Jeanne 

w omvniv Kay 

:::::~ c1~~~~~r 
'""".~?:;r~~'lf 

November 4 s p.m. 
. S7.SO advance 

SS.SO door ' 

Tickets available at. SCM Books, 333 Bloor St. w .. D.E.C.. 427 Bloor St. w .. 
and the Toronto women's Bookstore, 296 Brunswick Ave. Interpreted 
tor the hearing Impaired. wheelchair accessible and free childcare. 
For further Information call 925·'518. 

CITY LIMITS 
BOOKSTORE 

503-22nd Avenue S.W Calgary, Alta. T2S OHS 
Phone ( 403) 290-1889 

Calgary's largest selection of 
feminist, women's, lesbian fiction 
and studies. 

Come to our Open House 
Wednesday, November 9, '83 4-9pm 

All women welcome slide show refreshm ents 

CRISIS LINE 
964-8080 

24 hours daily 

BUSINESS LINE 
964-7477 
Mon. -Fri. 
9:30-5:30 



Local mothers' custody struggles 
Three women nearing victory describe their cases 

Hope 
In 1975, a month before I married Paul, I met Sandy in 
church. From then on, all the years of our marriages, she 
and I were very good friends. Sandy helped me paint my 
son's crib before he was born ... she would drop inf or 
four-hour chats at midnight ... I was happy to see her any 
time, but she always made me a little uncomfortable, and 
I never knew why! 

Hope's 8Y2-year marriage to an evangelical minister was 
collapsing when she met Jane at a church conference and 
began a relationship with her tha t led to Hope 's moving 
to Toronto from London, Ontario in 1981. " I left the kids 
with Paul - Bobby was 5, and Ruth 4 - because I 
thought it wou ld be better for them . I visited all the time, 
but couldn 't stand not having them with me, so nine 
months later I moved back in, in Apri l 1982. 

"The marriage was over, but I thought we might be 
a ble to co-exist. It was probably the lowes t period of my 
life. I was slow ly recovering from the end of my rela tion­
ship with Jane, with no one to ta lk to about it - and liv­
ing in an untenabl e situation, with very little reason to 
think things would ever work out so that I cou ld live 
independently, with my children. 

" I finally confided in Sandy, my best fri end, and 
watched her amazement turn into refl ection about herself. 
She had a lways thought she was born the wrong sex, 
because she wasn't happy in her marriage, enjoyed sports 
and life outdoors and felt drawn to women. We ta lked 
endless ly and circled closer and closer to beginning a rela­
tionship. In the fa ll of 1982 we managed a week away 
together. There's been no turning back for either of us 
since then. " 

Hope told Paul abo ut her lesbianism in the summer of 
1982, saying, 'I'll give you the grounds - I just can ' t stay. 
T he kids are better off with you, especia ll y if you re­
marry.' She signed papers giving Paul custody in 
November, 1982. 

"As soon as I signed them I knew I cou ldn 't let the kids 
go like that. I began reading more about lesbian rights. I 
heard about the LMDF, came to my first pot-luck, fo und a 
good lawyer and went to work to undo my mista ke. I 
knew a ll a long that I cou ldn't do without the kids and 
tha t I'm the mos t important person in their lives. But I 
needed to know I wou ld have some backup; this looked 
like a tremendous fi ght. I needed Lo know I wasn 't the 
on ly lesbian mother in the world. 

" I moved to Toronto in June 1983 and found work right 
away. Sandy moved here in August and we found an 
apartment in September. My first meeting with my law­
yer, Ellen Murray, was in May. She informed Paul then 
that I wanted joint custody of the children , with primary 
care and control with me. Paul had been involved in more 
than a few adulterous rela tionships during our marriage 
and Ellen sugges ted to him that we were ready to use this 
information in court if he insisted on fi ghting. All a long 
Paul has sa id that I'm a good mother, and that my les­
bianism is the on ly negative factor for him . 

"At first he agreed that I could have Ruth with me. I 

went ahead and enrolled her in a Montesorri school, but 
at the las t minute Paul decided to fight, saying his par­
ents, now living with him, should look after her . 

"At Paul's lawyer's recommendation, we and our lawy­
ers met privately at the end of September. Ellen assured 
Paul that we were sti ll ready to fight, even if it meant a 
long court process costing thousands of dollars . At that 
point, he decided to negotia te. We signed an agreement 
allowing Ruth to Jive with me starting in mid-October, as 
soon as there 's been an evaluation of her situation with 
him. She' ll stay with me until the end of December, dur­
ing which time her situation with me will be assessed. 
Then we'll determine with whom she'll live permanently. 
I'm really confident that she' ll be able to be with me from 
now on. 

"Bobby has chosen to stay with his father for now. He 
told me he loves me but wants to stay where his friends 
are, as long as he can see me on weekends. I'm accepting 
that arrangement as long as he's content with it. He 
knows how much I love him, and that I rea lly want him 
to be happy, no matter what. 

"Sandy's three children a re in London, living with her 
parents until we can get things here ready for them. It 's 
terribly hard for her to be separated from them whi le she's 
a t work here. Every Friday morning she drives to London 
and brings back a ll our kids until Sunday night, so we 
have them now almost ha)[ of every week. Sti ll , neither of 
us can wait until our family is really together. 

"At least now we feel we' re on the right track. We've got 
a loving fri endship with each other that 's more than either 
of us ever expected for ourselves, and the prospect of a 
peacefu l life with our children. After the pain of brea king 
with our church , and a ll the hopelessness and isola tion we 
felt, I can't express how much brighter the future looks for 
us, whatever struggles we have to go through from now 
on." 

Val 
I was with Wes for six yea rs. We separa ted in 1979. Kevin 
is four now and little Wes is six. 

Wes was in a bikers' club - he made his living from 
dea ling drugs. From early on in our marriage he beat me. 
After we spli t up and I began pulling myself together, I 
never felt safe. Wes constantly threatened to take the kids 
and kill me or have me killed. I knew he was serious -I 'd 
seen him in a rage too often not to know wha t he was 
capa ble of. 

Now that I think back on my marriage and the yea rs 
afterwards I think I had resigned myself to the violence 
and terror out of guilt. I was always attracted to women. I 
cried at my wedding, knowing I was making a terrible 
mistake, but I thought it was something wrong with me 
tha t I would just have to hide and never act on. When the 
violence started, I felt I deserved it because of my secret 
feelings. I really thought I'd brought the beatings on on 
myself, by not being "normal, " even if no one knew it but 
me. 

About a year and a half ago Wes was charged with the 
murder of a friend of his. Since then he's mostly been out 



on bail awaiting tria l. That helped me decide to move to 
Calgary with the kids. I have a sister th ere. But just before 
we could leave, I was served with two custody suits, one 
from Wes and the other from his parents. I was forced to 
stay in Toronto and fi ght. I ca lled the LMDF and came to 
my first pot-luck just over a yea r ago. 

My lawyer, Ellen Murray, fil ed a counter-suit in the 
Supreme Court of Ontario, whereupon the judge ordered 
a psychiatric evaluation of a ll the pa rties. Each of us had a 
short visit in the psychiatrist's o ffi ce. I don 't need LO tell 
you I was tense, but I did try to be myself with the kids in 
front of her, not to put on an act. When Ellen and I got 
the report, we were dumbfounded; the psychiatrist had 
decided that the kids were in danger with me and recom­
mended that they live wi th their grandparents. She felt 
they showed signs of a buse and that I was responsible. 

We had to go back into court with that evaluation. 
Nevertheless, the judge left the boys with me temporarily. 

In November 1982 the kids were visiting their father 
over a weekend . T hey were dropped off a t my place on 
Sunday night a lready in their pajamas, so I put them into 
bed without undressing them . The next morning when I 
took Kevin 's pajamas off I saw that he was a mass of 
bruises, from head to toe. He was too scared to tell me 
what had happened, but his brother said his father had 
beaten him because he'd made a mess in his pants. A three 
year o ld! He was in the hospital for two days. Wes was 
charged with child abuse, but the case was dismissed 
because of lack of evidence - apparently LOO much time 
had gone by before Kevin was hospitalized, and I couldn't 
prove that Wes had done it .. . 

When he was released from jail on that charge, the 
Children 's Aid Society took both boys into care, to protect 
them from their father, until I could move to a new 
apartment where he couldn ' t find us. During that month I 
almost went crazy, not having them with me. 

Since 1981 I've had both Wes and then Kevin, too, 
enrolled in a treatment centre called Stuthers, because I 
needed help in figuring out how to be with them and deal 
with their problems. All of us were traumatized by the vio­
lence in my marriage and the separation. 

Both CAS and Stuthers went to court to say they felt 
strongly that the boys should be released from the foster 
home to my care. The court agreed and they've been with 
me ever since. 

The judge ordered that until custody was finalized Wes 
was on ly to see the kids under CAS supervision. When 
that order expired this summer we went back to court to 
fight for its extension, and won, except now I do the 
supervising. 

Wes and I weren ' t on speaking terms for a long time. 
Now things are calmer. We recently worked out terms and 
the final custody papers could be signed within days. H e's 
dropping his suit; so are his parents. I've agreed to stay in 
Ontario, and not to press for child support until he's in a 
position to pay. If he goes to jail it might be a while. 

While Wes didn ' t know about my lesbianism until a 

few months ago, I d id tell Stuthers ea rly on , a nd they've 
said they can ' t see that it 's having any nega ti ve effects on 
my kids. T hey say I'm doing a good job. 

I'm studying social work now, and living as an open 
lesbian - ou t to my parents, my fri ends and people a t 
school. I'm fina lly leading my own life, in Lead of the one 
I felt I was supposed to lead. When those papers are 
signed, and the custody battle is over, I'm going to feel 
like a million dolla rs! 

H ope's and Val's stories written by Francie Wyland fro m 
interviews. 

Marilyn 
Though he admitted to wishing we could continue to li ve 
together, my husband agreed tha t our two boys should re­
main with me when we discussed our separation after six­
teen years of marriage. His acknowledgment of our rela­
tionship being limited to co-parenting, and his long term 
support of my work in the women 's movement a llowed 
me to believe that I could trust and be hones t with him, 
and he left knowing that I was a lesbian. 

For about four months we remained on good terms and 
Peter continued to see the boys, then 8 and 11 , frequently. 
They adjusted to our separa tion from their father and be­
came close to my lover and her daughter, understanding 
and accepting our relationship. Though I encouraged 
Peter to ta lk to a supportive man about his feelings and he 
at first agreed to, he soon began to deny that this was ne­
cessary and allowed himself to become extremely isola ted. 
This self-imposed isolation fostered the anger he couldn 't 
admit to, and the situat ion slowly began to change. 

After those first few months of relatively little difficulty, 
Peter completely stopped supporting us and began to vis it 
the children less and less frequently. They were hurt and 
angry, and though I tried to reason with him, Peter no 
longer listened LO me. I foolishly waited five months be­
fore having my lawyer prepare a maintenance order 
aga inst him. When his lawyer responded with a reason­
able offer, Peter fired him and decided to fi ght me for cus­
tody of the children. 

Though to da te we 've made six court appearances, the 
custody issue will not be coming to trial until December. 
Our famil y has been assessed by the Officia l Guardian 's 
Office, and because my kids are old enough to express a 
preference and the reasons for their anger a t their fath er, it 
seems unlikely tha t I'll lose them. 

I believe tha t the strengths of our case have been the chil­
dren 's ages and their stated desire to remain with me; my 
husband 's awareness of my lesbianism and his willingness 
to leave the boys with me for nine months before challen­
ging my custody; my access to information and the sup­
port of o ther lesbian mothers; and, my lawyer's willing­
ness to both advise and take direction from me. 

Dr. Paul , the Officia l Guardian's caseworker, has been 
difficult to deal with and has not yet issued her report. Be­
cause I did not immedia tely agree with her recommenda­
tion to obtain psychia tric help for my older son , there is a 
chance that her report will be very critical of me in spite of 
her verbal assurance that she believes my children should 
remain with me. 

What's most fri ghtening at this point, though, is the 
level of Peter's unresolved anger toward me and his readi­
ness to hurt the chi ldren to express it. Cathy and I worry 
about the custody fight itself, but worry even more about 
Peter's reaction when and if he loses. 



The Kids' Page! ~ • 
Upcoming children's events ')- -e 
October 23: H a llowe'en party, I :00 pm at Eileen 's q i{-;.. 
house. All hobos, ghosts, witches, spacepeople, etc. "c:-
WELCO ME - but BEWAR E! For loca tion call the 
LMDF a t 416/ 465-6822. 

December 17: Chr istmas/ H annuka party, 1-4:00 pm, 
a t 736 Ba thurst Street. Surp rises ga lore ... will Santa 
be there? 

January: o utdoor ice ska ting with entertainmenL 
prov ided by two of our own - Martine and Caro-
Ii ne. Moms, why not join the fun ! H ot chocola te by 
the fi re a t Jeanne's after. For meeting p lace, ca ll the 
LMDF a t 416/ 465-6822. 

'b lj C.o,~o\,"e-
: c~~ 

. 
.. 

bread 
pea nu+ b u~+t. 

or cheese w~tz 

7 

I've Got the Social Worker Blues 
One night I was fu ll of fright 
As Dr. Paul walked into m y sight 
She came in and took a seal 
To see what problems she could beat 
"No problem's loo big for m e" she cried 
Then she heard mine and the bragging died 
She tried lo make me believe she knew best 
That she'd worked on problems 
North East South and West 
She talked to m e and then to m y fath er 
It helped so litt le she shouldn't have bothered 
To m e she's just another big pain 
She's the problem about w hich I complain 
None of her awards mean anything 
And she knows just that 
N ot a th ing! 

Kelly Fletcher, 12 



Reviews 
When Megan Went Away 
by Jane Siverance, illustrated by Tea Schock, Lollipop 
Power Inc., $2.50 

This book dea ls wilh the feelings of a young girl, Shan­
non, a fler her mother's lover, Megan, and her mother sep­
arate. Megan's absent possessions are a slark reminder Lhal 
she is no longer a member of the household . 

It 's a really good book Lo read wilh your children lo 
help Lh em express their pain, guilt and thoughls when 
Mom & her lover separate. It 's a positive book, wilh the 
message that even though the situation hurts everyone 
involved now, Shannon & her mother will soon feel better. 
It's a realistic book for lesbian mothers and thei r children. 

Lots of Mommies 
also by Jane Siverance, with illustrations by ]an ]ones, 
Lollipop Power Inc., $3.25. 

Emily lives in a co-op house with several women who take 
care of her and do special things wilh h er. This is a won­
derfu l introduction to one of the new and allernative fam­
ily structures thal many lesbian moms are crea ling. 

Reviewed by ] eanne 

Lollipop publishes an ex tensive number off eminist books 
for children. For a free catalogue write to Lollipop Power 
Inc. , P.O. Box 1171 , Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 USA. 

The Lesbian Mothers' Defence Fund invites you to 

The Costume Party 
... A Hallowe' en Dance! 

Saturday, October 29 
9pm-1am 

519 Church St. Community Centre 

Free buffet! Outrageous costumes! 
Your favourite dance music! Scary decorations! 

Tickets $5 in advance, $6 at the door 
- sliding sca le for women on FBA, students, unemployed -

Tickets on sa le at Together (457 Church St.) 
and Glad Day Books (648A Yonge St.) 

We will contribute to he lp cover your babysitting e xpenses 
or we 'II provide childcare - ca ll Stacy at 964-7477 to make arrangements 

All Women Welcome! 

Feminism, Marxism, Method and 
the State: An Agenda for Theory 
Catharine A. MacKinnon, in Signs, 1982; 515 

According lo MacKinnon, feminism uses sexualily lo 
make sense of rea li ly. Sexuality is the primary social 
sphere of ma le power. Men have effectively defined 
women 's sexuality. H eterosexua li ty is the institution 
which enforces th is definil ion. 

Each element of Lhe female gender sterotype is sexual. A 
woman is vu lnerable, i.e. g ives the appearance or rea lity of 
easy access. A woman is passive, i.e. receptive and weak. 
She is sofl, i.e. impregna ble by something hard ... etc. Men 
have defined women in sex ual terms. They have defined 
us in terms of how Lhey can use us. According to MacKin­
non, women have no olher definilion. 

Women wish ing Lo protesl male definition are con­
fronled with the facl Lhal events we perceive as sexual -
rape, prostilution, inces l, harassment, pornography, even 
lesbian ism - are explained by men in terms of religion, 
biology, moralily and psychology. The feminisl response 
has been to deny Lhat these events are sexual, and to define 
Lhem politically, in lerms of power. 

We have not come Lo terms with the fact that sex is poli­
Lical. H elerosexualily is Lhe means men use Lo control 
women. 

Because women's sexualily is defined in Lerms of ils use 
by men , women can not dislinguish whal a woman is 
from how she is abused. Abuses of sex don ' l have Lo rely 
on force. Forms of enforcement have become sexualized . 
There is no necessity Lo eroticize violence because it is in 
Lhose terms that men have defined women 's eroticism . 

. . . Bul I enjoy pornography. I. enjoy "Coming Lo 
Power." I enjoy women's sexua liLy. Whal implications do 
MacKinnon 's insights, if valid, have for women like me? 

Reviewed by Lynda 

NEWSLETTER OF THE LESBIAN MOTHERS" DEFENCE FUND CANADA 

Subscribe! 
The Grapevine is published 2-4 times yearly 
and covers custody news from around the 
world. It addresses issues important to lesbian 
mothers and our children, and always includes 
personal accounts, poems, drawings, cartoons, 
and ideas the children want to share with 
Grapevine readers. 

0 $5/ year standard subscription rate 
0 $2/ year for women on Family Benefits, stu­
dents, unemployed 

0 $20/ year sustaining subscription 
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