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EVEN though it was Graduation Day
Dora felt a little pang of loneliness.
What was the diploma compared to
those precious sparkling rings that Babs
and Beth were wearing? Dora was kill-
ing her chances of ever wearing one,
too, unless she changed her ways. There
was one course* that college didn't
teach her.

What do other charms amount to if
you have halitosis (bad breath)*?
Whether occasional or chronic, it can
finish you with a2 man that quick. Smart

girls, popular girls, realize this and are
extra careful not to offend.

For them it is Listerine Antiseptic
night and morning, and especially be-
fore any date when they want to be
at their best.

Listerine Antiseptic is no momentary
makeshift. It instantly freshens and
sweetens the breath and helps keep it
that way. Not for seconds . . . not for
minutes . . . but for hours, usually.
Never, never, omit this dclightful extra-

careful precaution against offending

While some cases of halitosis are of
systemic origin, most cases, say some
authorities, are due to the bacrerial
mentation of tiny food particles chinging
to mouth surfaces. Listerine Antisepeic
quickly halts such fermentation, the=
overcomes the odors fermentation causes
LAMBERT PHARMACAL Co., 5. Lass Mo

LISTERINE ANTISEPTIC
the extra-careful precoution
against bad breath

Vacationing?

It's mighty comforting to have a good antiseptic
handy in case of minor cuts, scratches and abra-

sions requiring germicidal first-aid.
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MANITOBA

Take Another LOOK

Manitoba offers more than you ever imagined.
There's a world of difference as vibrant as the seasons.
A new adventure around every corner.

Take time to experience the wonders.
Explore a part of the province you've never seen.
Relive a special place or memory. Immerse yourself in
the folklore — the legends.

Get to know our fascinating province and
you'll discover a part of yourself.

Take Another LOOK at Manitoba.

For travel information call COLLECT 944-3777 or write:
Travel Manitoba, Dept. 3500, Legislative Building,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 0V8

TRAVEL #
MANITOBA

Department of Economic Development & Tourism/Hon. Muriel Smith, Minister
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Dear Editors:

[ would hereby like to make a
request of you, further to the
recent stand taken by the
Justice Committee on the ques-
tion of solicitation for the pur-
pose of prostitution.

The Justice Committee
undertook to examine this
question following the
recent decision handed down
by the Supreme Court of
Canada in the Westerdorp
case. The Court ruled that the
Calgary municipal by-law ban-
ning solicitation in a public
place was unconstitutional

The Committee proposes that
the “'pressing and persistent”
element be removed from the
provision of the Criminal Code
respecting prostitution. The
Committee proposes to ad-
dress more specifically the
effects of prostitution in large
cities (for example, if a per-
sons is found guilty of this of-
fence, that individual is liable
to a $50 fine or 15 days in
jail) rather than the causes.

I for one do not feel that
this proposal respects the
spirit of the Canadian Con-
stitution in the sense that the
proposed amendments to the
Code constitute a direct and
unprecedented attack on the
fundamental rights of all
citizens.

If we examine the heart of
the issue, we realize that pros-
titution reflects a society
which allows its young people
and women to live in virtual
slavery as a result of poverty.
Rather than address the root
of the problem, namely pov-
erty, a number of my col-
leagues have chosen the
"'policing"" solution.

I am currently working to
draft a bill which would also
make the client liable and
which would address the
causes, rather than the efiects
of this social problem. The
customer has his reputation 1o
lose, can pay the fine and be
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judged by the community,
whereas the prostitute will
pay the fine by prostituting
herself even further.

For the above-mentioned
reasons, | urge all Canadians,
both men and women, to let
the leaders of the three
political parties in Ottawa as
well as the Chairman of the
Justice Committee. Mr. Claude-
Andre Lachance, know how
they feel about a question of
principle as fundamental as

this: s N
Celine Hervieux-Payette,

Member of Parliament for
Montreal-Mercier

Dear Editors
Thank vou for your reminder
that my subscription to your
magazine is now due. I do not
intend to continue my sub.
though

In your effort to provide sup-
port for and information about
WOomen's issues, an unneces-
sarily negative approach is
taken towards the 49% males
with whom we share our
community

While society discriminates
against females. I find it just
as bad to blame this on in-
dividual men. Many of your
articles put males down in
general, without the slightest
attempt to provide factual
proof—never mind an analysis
of how these ‘facts” might
have been brought about.

Elevating women at the ex-
pense of men is a new form of
racism. It has no place among
the dozens of magazines and
journals our family reads to
form a well-founded, in-
telligently critical view of the
world and its many problems

hank you (and your col-
leagues, if you wish) for the
attention given to this letter.

Yours sincerely,

Alice Vorst

Letters and respon-
ses welcome from
readers. Send to

.
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Hundreds of women have
called for the withdrawal of
Dale brand cards from store
shelves following the
discovery of a card ''that pro-
motes abuse and incest."”

The Manitoba Action Com-
mittee on the Status of
Women initiated a petition to
protest the "‘grossly offensive
card” and is encouraging a
boycott of Dale Cards until the
U.S. company withdraws all
the cards from store shelves.

A MACSW statement reads
"The availability of cards such
as these, that promote abuse
and incest in "‘better’’ card
stores in the city is of concern
to us all.

The card features a cartoon
of a young girl who promises
to always be her father's little
girl and on the inside lifts her
dress to expose her genitals.
The caption reads ''See!?!"

The Women Incest Survivors
Encounter (WISE) in Winnipeg
is supporting MACSW in its
circulation of petitions to be
used to protest the sale of the
cards.

Dale Cards is located at P.O.
Box 14902, Chicago, Illinois.

The following is a copy of a
letter sent by MACSW to
Greeting Card stores in the
city.

To the Purchasing Agent for
Greeting & Occasion Cards:

Enclosed is a copy of a Dale
Company card purchased at
Cards, Etc. in Eaton Place.

We are very concerned over
companies that promote the
idea of incest in a climate
where sexual abuse of children
is prevalent. We are also
enclosing a petition already
signed by over 200 people
gathered in two days, original
copies of signed petitions
available through our office.

We are requesting your sup-
port in displaying this petition
for your customers in an effort
to inform the public of this
serious breach of social respon-
sibility. The Manitoba Action
Committee on the Status of
Women has called for a boycott

HERIZONS

85FD-4095
Canada-1.25

on Dale cards and on any store "

carrying their line.

We encourage your store to
take immediate action to pro-
mote the fact that abuse and
degradation of people cannot
and will not be tolerated.

Your better card shop outlets
need not resort to this type of
obscene material to generate
sales totals and contribute to
society’s growing insensitivity
of abusive and pornographic
material.

Your comments are welcome,
contact our Winnipeg office.

Very truly yours,

Sherry Dangerfield

Violence Against Women
Manitoba Action Committee
on the Status of Women
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& sUMMER DAY CAMP FOR

Hyperactive/Learning Disabled Children from Age 6to 12
Years old. Two-week session from July 4-15; 8:30-4:30 PM;
Monday to Friday. Location: Freight House, 200 Isabel Ave.
Cost $25 (Bursaries available). To register: M.A.C.L.D.,
5-1070 Clifton St., 774-1821.

B PRE-MENSTRUAL SYNDROME—
A Positive Approach presented by Dr. Judith Cracknell and
the P.M.S. Support Group, Women's Health Clinic who will
share their insights into identifying and potentially treating
these hormonal imbalances. Tues. 7-9 PM at the Centen-
nial Library Assembly Room, 251 Donald St. (All
workshops sponsored by Women's Health Clinic.)

& ARTHRITIS AND COPING WITH
Pain by Kathryn Lawson, Social Worker, Theumatic
Disease Unit, Health Sciences Centre. She will describe the
pain cycle and convey some of the coping techiques she
has found helpful in her work with arthritic patients and
their families. Wed. 7-9 PM (Location same as above).

1 2 COPING WITH LOSS

by Reva Waldman, Counsellor & Administrator,Age & Op-
portunity Centre. She will investigate the various stages
involved in the grieving process. Tues. 7-9 PM (Location
same as above).

1 3 DEATH AND DYING

by Jan Ellis, Counsellor. She has worked extensively with
people experiencing terminal illness and will challenge us
to explore this final stage of our journey through life. Wed.
7-9 PM (Location same as above).

14 WOMEN'S HEALTH CLINIC—
Open House on Thursday 4-8 PM at 304-414 Graham
Avenue. All are welcome.

18 suvMER DAY CAMP

for Hyperactive:Learning Disabled Children from Age 6-12
years old. Two-week session from July 18-29; 8:30-4:30
PM; Monday to Friday. Location: Freight House, 200 Isabel
Ave. Cost $25 (Bursaries available). To register:
M.A.C.L.D., 5-1070 Clifton St., 774-1821.

2 7 AGAINST SEXUAL ASSAULT

Conference to be held from July 27-30 in Minneapolis. Cost
for registration, four nights lodging (triple occupancy,
breakfast and lunches is $145 ($75 registration only). Call
Mary Anderson (612) 296-9908 for details (or
612-296-7084).

29 AND AINT | A WOMAN—

A Celebration of Women from July 29-31 on Prince’s
Island Park in Calgary. Some of the growing list of guests
are Ferron, Heather Bishop, Doris Anderson, Bonnie Kreps,
Debra Lewis, Dorothy McDonald, a native woman chief
from Fort McKay. For info write: Calgary Women's Sum-
mer Festival, 1403011 St. S.W., Calgary (244-0202).

HERIZONS would like to hear from you. Please mail calen-
dar events to 125 Osborne St. S., Winnipeg R3L 1Y4.

TAKE BACK THE NIGHT
Meeting—All women in-
terested in organizing the 3rd
Annual Take Back The Night
March please come to first
meeting on Wed., July
20—7:30 PM at Herizons, 125
Osborne St. S. Traditionally
the march was the third Fri-
day in September. Because
this date falls upon the Jewish
holiday of Yom Kippur, the
march will be held on Fri.,
Sept. 23 out of respect and
solidarity with Jewish women
and to allow them to par-
ticipate in the march. For info.
call Susan Stern at 942-8790.
DISARMAMENT &
Justice—Building for Change
in the 80’'s. The 12th annual
Grindstone Island School for
Peace will take place from
Aug. 7 to Aug. 12 and will at-
tempt to present and develop
with participants an analysis
of the roots of global conflict,
strategies and skills for
broadening the peace move-
ment’'s base for organizing for
political change.

Registration is limited. Total
cost is $175 ($150 low-income).
Contact: Grindstone Co-op, P.O.
Box 564, Station P, Toronto, Ont.
MS5S 2TI1; (416) 923-4215.
CELEBRATION—

A Women's Retreat on Grind-
stone will be held the
weekend of August 19-21;
cost $80. We see the weekend
as an opportunity to meet
with other women and to
laugh talk communicate sing
dance roam learn massage
play party share and have a
marvellous time. Contact:
(Same as above).

SINISTER WISDOM
will publish a special double
issue: A GATHERING OF
SPIRIT, writings and artwork
by North American Indian
women. Edited by Mohawk
writer Beth Brant (Degon-
wadonti), it will contain the
voices and images of women
from forty Indian nations in
Canada and the United States.
This issue of Sinister Wisdom
will prove an invaluable
resource for teachers and
students, for libraries,
women's centers, archives,
community organizations, In-
dian cultural centres. Price
$6.50 U.S. ($1.00 postage
and handling). The book is
224 pages, illustrated and
perfect bound. (Orders of 5 or
more will receive a 10% dis-
count). Write to: Sinister
Wisdom, Box 660, Amherst,

3 I;’Iassachuserts 01004.

WOMEN'S NETWORKS
in Canada is a very complete
and practical one-of-a-kind
230 page handbook. The
handbook is packed with tips
on how to do everything con-
nected with establishing and
perpetuating a dynamic
organization—whether for
career women, single parents,
professionals, ecological or
political causes. Subjects in-
clude practical tips on getting
started, keeping going, pro-
gramming, designing
workshops, fundraising,
marketing, putting out
newsletters and growth of sub-
networks. Co-edited by Eileen
Hendry and Janet Fraser,
founder and director respec-
tively of the pioneer Van-
couver Women's Network. Cost
is $6; write to Vancouver
Women's Network, ¢/o UBC
Centre for Continuing Educa-
tion, 5997 Iona Drive, Van-
couver V6T 2A4 (604)
228-2181 (Cheques should be
made payable to The Univer-
sity of British Columbia.)

ECOLOGY AND FEMINIST
Summer Program from July
15-Aug. 6 at the Stowe
School, Stowe, Vermont. This
three week summer curriculum
will focus on the crucial issues
of ecological food production,
social theory, feminism and
ecology, holistic health, and
alternative technology. Some
of the feminist faculty and
speakers are: Ynestra King;
Carol Mohawk, Grace Paley;
Shellee Colen; Leslie Cagan
and others. For detailed
brochure write: Institute for
Social Econology. Box 89-0,
Plainfield, VT 05667.

WOMEN'S WRITING
Guild Conference on July
22-29 at Skidmore College in
Saratoga Springs, New York
will include workshops on:
Storytelling, Intro to the Inten-
sive Journal, Using Family
History as a Springboard to
Fiction; The Politics of Roman-
tic Love, The Author/Agent
Relationship, Journalism, The
Business of Writing a Practical
Approach to Creativity, and
many more. Women writers at
all levels of proficiency come
from throughout North
America to learn and share
their work and skills. Over the
years, the number of Cana-
dian participant at Saratoga
has grown to about 30% of
the total number of
registrants. For information
write: International Women's
Writing Guild, Box 810,
Gracie Station, New York, N.Y.
10028.
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ife Abuse Charges

Increase Tenfold

The number of charges laid in
incidents of wife abuse in
Winnipeg has increased ten
times since police started lay-
ing charges in all cases of
domestic violence, according
to Inspector Des Pourcq of
Victim Services.

Since February I1th, when
police began laying charges
on the direction of the
Attorney-General, there have
been 219 charges of assault
laid (as of June 14th).

During the same period last
year, De Pourcq estimates
there were about 20 charges
laid.

While it is too early to tell
how many convictions will
result from the increased
charges, De Pourcq is ada-
mant that the threat of being

charged serves as a deterrent
for repeat offenders.

A lot of men must be saying
"Hey, this is a lot more
serious than I thought,”
says De Pourcq because there
are proportionately less repeat
offenders.

Putting the responsibility for
laying charges on the police
"'gives the victim a measure of
support”’ she didn't have when
she was held responsible for
laying charges herself. Often
he says, women who charged
their partners were left in an
even more hostile environment
after laying charges.

The new procedure, De Pourcq
feels acknowledges the sever-

Women'’s Ce

nter Opens

in Fort Garry

The recently opened Fort
Garry Women's Centre,
located at 810 Waterford
Street, will operate an infor-
mation referral service, serve
as an advocacy group initiator
and promote awareness of
women's issues in the
community.

Executive Director Tanis
Campbell said that the three
women staffing the center are
“really excited” at the pros-
pects of co-ordinating a
community-based women's
center.

Part of the center's energy
will be spent working through
community clubs, churches
and other already established

women's groups in Fort Garry,
according to Campbell. They
are also looking for input
from Fort Garry women to
make the venture a success.

Operating on a federal
Employment Initiatives grant,
the Fort Garry Women's
Centre plans to work in the
areas of employment, educa-
tion and advocacy. Workshops
on issues affecting women are
planned and Campbell main-
tains the centre will be flex-
ible enough to respond to
community directives.

Located in Viscount Alex-
ander School, the center’'s
phone number is 475-2240.

ity of the crime and extends
"a measure of support’' to the
victim.

Penni Mitchell

@eﬂiegram

CHICKEN SHIT DROPPINGS
by the garbage bag full haye
been dumped onto skin
magazines at three city centre
Victoria newstands. At least
five other businesses have
received warnings from a
group calling itself Angry
Wimnin Rising. Ian Lynch,

. manager of Market Square

newsstand, said that the group
had painted its name on the
store front about five times
and a number of women had
come in asking him to stop
selling pornography. ""They
said if I didn't they could not
be responsible for what might
happen. We just sell things
like Playboy. Penthouse,
Hustler, nothing unusual,”

said Lynch. Webspinner

@elﬁegram

MAJOR ISSUE IN EUROPEAN
Parliament—Sexual harass-
ment of women at work. Three
women European MPs—
Marijke van Nemeldonck of
Belgium, Yvette Fuillet of
France and Cinciari Rodano of
Italy—have tabled a European
Parliament motion about the
issue. They want a survey of
sexual harassment in private
industry, public administration
and the offices of the Euro-
pean comniunity institutions.
"I don’t know one woman
who has never met this sort of
situation and it happens at
the highest levels,” said van
Nemeldonck. There will be a
possible debate later in the
year.

Spare Rib

REAGAN-STYLE CHARITY.
Federal workers will no longer
be able to contribute to
charities that advocate social
change, if President Reagan
gets his way. In an effort to
help "'the poor, the hungry,
and the truly needy," said one
Administration official,

Reagan wants to ban payroll
contributions to such groups
as the Siserra Club Legal
Defense Fund, The Centre for
Science in the Public Interest,
and certain women'’s rights
groups. A coalition of such
groups plans to challenge the
proposed regulation.

Ms.
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NDP accused of
anti-choice tactics

The provincial NDP, boastfully
calling itself the Nuclear
Disarmament Party, can no
longer lay claim as the PC
(Pro-Choice) party, critics say.

The Coalition for Reproduc-
tive Choice has condemned
the government for its involve-
ment in the charging of Dr.
Henry Morgentaler, Dr. Robert
Scott, four registered nurses
and two abortion counsellors.
Charges of conspiracy to per-
form an illegal abortion were
laid on the recommendation of
Attorney General Roland Pen-
ner's office.

The provision for prosecu-
tion of illegal abortions in the
Canadian Criminal Code is
under the discretion of the At-
torney General, Morgentaler
pointed out after being in-
formed of the charges.

Hundreds of women and
male supporters protested in
front of the legislature the day
the Corydon Avenue clinic was
raided, and again five days
later when conspiracy charges
were laid on the medical
practitioners.

Meanwhile, the executive of
the Manitoba Federation of
Labour forced the Equal
Rights Committee of the union
organization to withdraw from

e Aes
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the Coalition, causing a
stream of criticism from other
Coalition members.

In a move that makes the
conspiracy charges appear
contradictory, the province an-
nounced it will expand ex-
isting abortion facilities in the
province to allow for another
1,000 operations yearly.
Health Minister Larry Desjar-
dins, admitting existing
facilities are inadequate,
distinguished the provincially-
sanctioned services as legal
because they are to be per-
formed in hospitals. The ex-
panded services will focus on
family planning and counsel-
ling. he said.

Attorney General Roland
Penner has ordered an in-
vestigation of Provincial Court
Judge Mike Baryluk's remark
that ""any woman who wants
an abortion should be given a
razor blade.” The judge made
the comment in front of two
women court employees and a
Free Press reporter.

Reproductive Choice Coali-
tion co-ordinator Carol Rosset
called the remark '‘cruel and
sexist,”” and also questioned
whether the judge would be
impartial in an abortion-
related case.

Brigitte Sutherland
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United States

A U.S. association of doctors
and abortion centers says
right-to-lifers have created a
"climate of terrorism’’ by their
violent attacks on abortion
clinics, which have included six
firebombings and the kidnap-
ping of a doctor.

Women having abortions are
in danger, according to Na-
tional Abortion Federation
director Uta Landy, from
harassing anti-choice sup-
porters who use violent tactics
against women and doctors.
Anti-choicers are pushing for
the introduction of anti-
abortion bills into Congress as
well as turning their attention
to the local level. Legislation
to ban abortion only narrowly
failed to pass Congress in
1982.
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The introduction of Marjorie
Maguire contains too many
credentials to mention or even
to transcribe quickly onto
paper. Luckily the poster
advertising her appearance
states she is a doctor of
philosophy—a theologian who
has come to Winnipeg to
speak on the abortion issue.
She is also a member of
"Catholics for a Free Choice"”
a group representing 77 per
cent of American Catholics
who believe in abortion rights.

As she takes her position at
the pulpit of the Westminister
United Church to address the
audience of about 200 people,
she thanks the church com-
munity for helping to facilitate
this important dialogue.

"1 feel we are all pro-life,
pro-pregnancy, pro-children; I
am also pro-choice. Labels are
unfortunate and put us in un-
comfortable camps.’* She says
no one is really pro-abortion,
that would be saying. "abor-
tion is wonderful, every
women should have at least
one."”

Instead she feels the oppos-
ing positions really come
down to being pro-fetus,
forgetting all claims of
women; the other being a pro-
woman position which en-
trusts women with the right to
make an intelligent choice.
The problem is, she points
out, "'our laws say women
can't be trusted, men say
women can't be trusted.”” This
discounts our centuries of
history during which women
have been taking care of life
and have proven they can be
trusted to continue to do so.

""What I hear them saying is
that I am no more valuable
than the fertilized egg.’” says
Maguire.

Brigitte Sutherland
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MARJORIE MAGUIRE—CATHOLICS FOR CHOICE

Western philosophy does not
have a tradition that life is
sacred. It is persons who
possess life that are sacred;
persons have rights to life.
She feels right-to-life rhetoric
clouds the issue. For if life
(every living cell) had trans-
cendent value, ''we would have
to outlaw celibacy; keep every
woman barefoot and pregnant
during her forty or so years of
fertility; force every man to
perform stud services with
every ejaculation.”

The many practicing
Catholics encompass a wide
diversity of beliefs. Because
these schisms exist under one
church hierarchy, these dif-
ferences are suppressed and
glossed over. Historically, the
position of the church on
abortions is traceable (o two
separate ethical positions—
sexual morality and the killing
ethic. Only allowing sex for
procreative purposes is a very
old teaching of the Catholic
church, says Maguire. Abor-
tion violates this old teaching,
but many Catholics and
thgologians disagree with it.

A little over 100 years ago,
Pope Pious IX attached excom-
munication to abortion from
the moment of conception—yet
the church does not demand

baptism of miscarried fetuses;
nor stillborn fetuses in some
cases. Maguire feels this in-
consistancy originates from
the first Canon Law in 1140
which established the first
possible moment the soul was
able to enter the human
body—only after that point did
the church recognise the fetus
as human.

Other theoretical positions
include Probabalism. This
theory, according to Maguire,
came to the fore in the 17th
century. She says this position
gives Catholics freedom of
conscience. The process of
probabalism can be twofold:
an individual's moral position
becomes cogent in her mind
and is not frivolous; or it can
be a moral position held in
opposition by a number of
theologians. Maguire
reiterates that Canon law
prescribes that Catholics be in-
formed of these differing posi-
tions within the church.

Continuing in her historical
encapsulation of traditions on
the abortion issue, she shows
how with Vatican II the
Catholic church is endorsing a
pro-choice stand: Vatican II
gave protestant churches (who
include those with pro-choice
positions) ecclesiastical reality.

Brigitte Sutherland

To Maguire the important
issue is personhood. She also
feels the determination of per-
sonhood can't be found in
biological reality. ""Abortion is
taking human life, but per-
sonhood is determined by a
relational criteria: sociality;
bonding; entering into our
community and becoming of
the same value as we are.”
When does this stage of per-
sonhood occur? asks Maguire.
For her the answer is depend-
ent on the consent of the
mother; at birth or at any
time before birth when the
mother makes a covenant be-
tween herself and the fetus.

"Personhood is determined
by a relationship of consent
between woman and fetus.
Man plays the donor. Woman
is never just a donor, rather,
nourishing a fetus with her
own body is a gift of self and
therefore akin to the covenant
of love in scripture,”” says
Maguire emphatically. She
adds men as members of
society have a part to play in
the emotional and financial
support they give to the
mother.

Maguire also feels that late
in the second trimester of a
pregnancy (at viability) there
need to be serious reasons for
considering abortion. In this
respect the Canadian law is
immoral in that it often forces
women to wait too long, mak-
ing abortion more traumatic
and dangerous for women.

She feels the Catholic church
is in a last-stand position and
is therefore trying to keep a
very tight reign on its
members. The Vatican is har-
rassing theologians. All newly
ordained bishops are ques-
tioned in Rome on their posi-
tion on two major issues—
abortion and the ordination of
women to the priesthood.
Women theologians are also
silenced by being threatened
with not being taken seriously
on other issues when they
speak out on abortion.
Maguire ended to warm en-
thusiasm from the audience by
saying, if the Roman Catholic
church wants to be serigusly
anti-abortion, they must con-
sciously promote birth control
and voluntary sterilization.

JULY
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ANOTHER NUCLEAR WEAPONS
threat—Children have fearful
and confused images of 5
nuclear devastation; many are
experiencing chilling night-
mares. A recent survey, con-
ducted by a special task force
of the American Psychiatric
Association, looked at the
question of psycho-social ef-
fects on children of living with
nuclear disaster as a constant

threat. The research movingly
demonstrated that children are
aware, at an early age, of the
dangers associated with
nuclear weapons. This survey
left no doubt about the power-
ful psychological threat posed
by "the bomb’ to the capacity
of many young children and
adolescents to imagine the
future.
Pauline Schiff/Coalition of
Nuclear Disarmament,
Edmonton

elliegram

Coalition Against Sexist
Violence organized after the
gang rape of a woman is still
going strong. Rose Amado of
the New Bedford Women's
Centre reports their first
priority is to get funding for a
Rape Crisis Centre. A proposal
submitted to the Community
Development Fund for
$87,000 was turned down
with a recommendation that
the Centre be funded with
money from a recently passed

that the money from that bill
could cover staffers’ salaries,
but could not be used for the
crucial operating costs.

NEW BEDFORD UPDATE—THE

federal jobs bill. Amado stated

Amado emphasized the
Coalition also wants to con-
tinue to educate people about
all kinds of sexist violence.

A number of sources have
reported that an issue of
Hustler Magazine had a pic-
tural spread called ''Dirty
Pool” of a woman being gang-
raped by four men on a pool
table (as was the New Bedford
woman), and enjoying it. As
well, a Dorchester,
Massachusetts newspaper (in a
recent article attacking meter
maids) included a statement to
the effect that "'maybe it's
time we took these ladies off
their pedestals and put them on
pool tables where they
belong."”

by jas/off our backs

Ontario will soon join
Manitoba as the only province
to have computer enforcement
of child and spouse payments.
Computers can track down
separated and divorced
spouses trying to avoid
payments and bring them into
court sooner.

A Toronto family court judge
says the new method of en-
forcement may result in more
wage attachments to ensure
regular payment of child and
spouse support.

Unpaid child and spouse
support is estimated at $42
million in Ontario alone, ac-
cording to Alexander Mackay,

Computers encourage
child support

director of the provincial
courts in Ontario. Under the
new system a computer will
send the spouse owing money
a warning letter when his pay-
ment is overdue as a
reminder. If payment is not
received within ten days a
notice of default and a sum-
mons to a court hearing is
sent out. Previously, a ledger
card was kept for each ac-
count and monitoring was
supposed to be done on a
regular basis, but Mackay
estimated that a very high
percentage of the 40,000 ac-
counts are in arrears.

elliegram

FRANCE'S SOCIAL AND
cultural life is changing under
socialism. Women have been
making strides in the work
force and in political life. As
well a most important victory
was the bill extending medical
coverage for abortions.

All French textbooks are
being revamped to replace
"'sexist images or images

that show a negative view of
women'’ with more positive
ones.

Now a proposed bill before
Parliament. already adopted
by the French cabinet, would
forbid sexist advertising in the
media. Any woman could
bring suit against an adver-
tiser for “'cultural sexism’ and
have the image removed.

JULY
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To be unemployed today is an
extremely serious problem.
But to be unemployed and a
woman is even worse.

"Women and minorities are
even more disillusioned than
white men are with unemploy-
ment if you want to put it in
those black and white terms,"”
said Susan Spratt, Equal
Rights and Opportunities Com-
mittee chairperson of the
Union of Unemployed Workers
(UUW).

Even when women are em-
ployed, Spratt explained, they
tend to work in non-unionized,
low-paying, ghettoized posi-
tions with no pension plans,
no health care, and no dental
plans.

So when women are fired,
they often do not have a
union to take up a possible
grievance. And because they
work at lower paying jobs
than men (women, on the
average, earn 60 percent less
than men), unemployment for
women automatically means
receiving lower unemployment
insurance (UIC) benefits, ac-
cording to Spratt.

An unemployed man, who
was making eight dollars per
hour, can hold out for a better
job while continuing to receive
UIC benefits, while women
who worked at a lower salary
would be required to accept a
lower paying job or be cut off
from her benefits.

Spratt fears a rebirth of the
1930's sentiments that "'when
unemployment is really high
then women shouldn’t be
working anyway'’ and "‘really
all you're (women) good for is
making babies and making
bread''.

A private member's bill which
would have disallowed
discrimination against gays
and lesbians in employment
and provision of goods and
services within Federal
jurisdiction was recently
quashed by PC's in the House
of Commons.

Svend Robinson from the
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For these reasons, Spratt
welcomes unemployed women
to participate in the UUW. Her
plans for the Equal Rights and
Opportunities Committee in-
clude organizing specific
workshops resourced by the
Women's Employment Coun-
selling Center, and Women in
Trades. ''The big thing is a lot
of women don't know how to
get jobs,”" she said and added
the same types of workshops
could be set up for Native and
other minority group members
of the UUW.

Spratt also wants to develop
a support system within the
UUW. For example, if a
woman is turned down when
applying for a job, the group
might be able to help her to
explore the reasons behind the
job rejection and determine

L e T
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NDP introduced the bill to
guarantee gay rights in the
Human Rights Act. While the
Justice Minister's parliamen-
tary secretary was willing to
refer the issue to the justice
committee, P.C. MP's
prevented the referral from
getting the unanimous consent
it needed.
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whether they were justifiable
reasons. If not, the UUW could
take action on her behalf.
Although Spratt realizes
women might not want to join
the UUW because a "'union to
a lot of women represents
patriarchy'’, she believes in-
volvement in the UUW can be
a positive experience for both

the male and female rnembers.

"I think it's good for men to
learn about the problems
women and minorities face,"”
she said.

As well, Spratt believes the
UUW, being a vocal group,
can help women to speak out
and continue to if they enter a
unionized job or in other job
situations.
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To join the UUW or for more
information, contact Susan
Spratt at 284-5625 or Tanya
Lester at 774-4372.

A lawyer with the Canadian
Environmental Law Associa-
tion said the chemicals (Cap-
tan, Lasso, Mesurol, Baygor
and others) should be
restricted or immediatel:
ped until their safety is
proven. ’ e

Typically, both governments® |
officials have been quick to
point out that 1,400 invalid
tests (out of 2,000) does not
necessarily mean the
chemicals are dangerous.

A spokesperson for the

the Canadian Dept of Health
and Welfare said tests to
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Majority of part-time work done by women

Women who work part-time
are even more disadvantaged
than women who work full-
time, according to a report
released by the Canadian Ad-
visory Council on the Status of
Women, Women and Part-Time
Work.

Seventy-two per cent of part-
time workers are women, ac-
cording to the report and one
out of four employed women
work on a part-time basis.
Part-time workers are

clustered in services and retail
trades, where they receive low
pay, few benefits and little
protection by unions or
legislation. The study con-
cludes that if legislation and
union protection were ex-
tended to cover part-time
workers, the situation would
improve dramatically.

“For many women, part-time
work can offer a valuable
alternative to full-time work,"’
according to Lucie Pepin,

president of CACSW. "'But
under present policies, it is
just creating another job
ghetto.

The report states that "dur-
ing this century, mens’' hours
of paid work have been re-
duced substantially, but we
have yet to see the results in
more nearly equal sharing in
the home."

Because of the heavy
responsibilities of full-time
work combined with domestic

work and child-rearing,
women continue to want part-
time work, the report states.
For many women whose part-
ners don't share equally with
work in the home, full-time
work is simply not an option.

"It is a realistic response by
many women with young
children to their current
social, economic and
ideological circumstances, cir-
cumstances that will only
change gradually.”

MARL presses for patients’ rights

Il

The Manitoba Association for
Rights and Liberties (MARL)
says current mental health
laws and patients' rights
provisions are little more
than a rule book for mental
institutions.

A steering committee set up
by the provincial government
is expected to make its recom-
mendations on mental health
sometime this month.

Critics of the present system
say even your gynecologist
can be dangerous to your
mental health. In Manitoba,
any doctor can have you put
away against your will for 21
days for psychiatric testing.

"It doesn’t have to be a
psychiatrist. It could be a
surgeon, a gynecologist—any-
body,” says Des Connor or
MARL.

Our province is the easiest
one in Canada in which to be
committed. Under the
Manitoba Mental Health Act,
you can be committed to a
psychiatric ward or hospital
after being examined by one
doctor who feels confinement
is necessary. You don’t have
to be considered dangerous to
yourself or others, as is re-
quired elsewhere in Canada.

Authors of briefs presented to
the committee range from
Winnipeg City Police and the
R.C.M.P., to MARL and
southeast Asian refugees. The
Mental Health Act was
amended in 1980 but few of
the sweeping changes recom-
mended by a Manitoba Law
Reform Commission Report
were adopted.

The MARL position paper
caps 18 months of research,
with input from present and
former mental patients, legal
aid lawyers and Manitoba
branches of the Canadian
Association for the Mentally
Retarded and the Canadian

graphic: gauntlet

Mental Health Assocation.

Besides a redefinition of
patients’ rights, Connor says
he’'d like to see a thrust in
new legislation towards public
education, such as a mental
health version of the federal
government's current Par-
ticipaction program.

MARL'’s recommendations
include:
—Signatures from at least two
doctors who don’t practise
together should be required to
commit a person. Testing
should be performed within a
few days, not weeks, and

drugs should be given only to
deal with clearly dangerous
behavior.

—A formal court hearing
should take place after
psychiatric assessment and be
repeated regularly throughout
the committal period. Each
time the psychiatrist would
need to prove that further
confinement is necessary. The
patient would have the right
to a lawyer independent of the
institution. This, Connor says,
would prevent patients from
becoming ''lost in the shuf-
fle." Too often committals are
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extended automatically be-
cause judges blindly trust a
psychiatrist's expertise while
approving a committal order.
—Confidentiality of patients’
records is a critical concern.
“"These days it's non-existent,"’
says Connor. The association
recommends records be re-
stricted solely to the doctor
and patient and released only
upon written consent of the
patient or guardian. Under
present laws records are the
doctor's private property.
Patients should also be al-
lowed to have their files inter-
preted to them by a trained
ombudsman and be allowed to
make corrections to details
they believe are incorrect.
—Use of experimental drugs
and shock treatment should
be monitored by an indepen-
dent board of psychiatrists
and administered only with in-
formed consent of the patient
or guardian.

—No probation should be
tagged to a mental patient’s
release from hospital. MARL
says current practises whereby
ex-patients can be reeled back
into an institution at the whim
of a social worker for
violating curfew or failing to
take medication is unneces-
sary and humiliating.
—Whenever possible, a per-
son seeking mental health ser-
vices should be treated as an
outpatient instead of being ad-
mitted to an institution. MARL
research reveals institutionali-
zation is a traumatic experi-
ence, often doing more harm
than good.

—The province should con-
sider splitting the Mental
Health Act, creating one sec-
tion to deal with dangerous
mentally ill people and
another detailing patients’
legal rights. such as the right
to vote.




THE PLAIN TRUTH
a0t RED HOT VIDEO

The law is quite specific in for-
bidding the making or distribution
of movies that contain scenes of
sexual acts involving minors and
bestiality.

WE DO NOT BREAK THE LAW
By the same token, purchasing
and owning our sexually explicit
adult movies for private home
viewing is legal anywhere in Can-
ada, no matter what a small vo-
cal minority would have you be-
lieve.

We invite you to send — or call —
for our free brochure and shipping
details.

RED HOT VIDEO

104 - 2350 Highway 97 N.,
Kelowna, B.C. VIX 4H9
Tel: 1-804-762:2212

ad as appeared in Winnipeg Sun T.V. Comics
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Obscene” Window Display

Condemned

This graphic display of violence against women ap-
peared last month in the display windows at The Bay's
downtown store in Winnipeg, along with the latest fall
fashions.

Daphne Nordal, co-chair of the Media Monitoring
Committee of the Action Committee on the Status of
Women said '"We are outraged that women'’s
dismembered bodies would be used by The Bay to adver-
tise their Fall Fashions. This implicitly violent treatment
of women is incredibly obscene. The Bay tries to come
across as a women's fashion store and that they would
portray women in this manner should raise the anger
of every woman."’

- CATALOGUE N2 20 NOV. 12, 1982

“Ped Hot Video

WESTERN CANADA'S LEADING SUPPLIER OF

i
g
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| Anti parnography protisters picket s Red Hot Video stare in ¥ancouver kst Derember
The next phase in the fight
against pornography by the
Manitoba Action Committee
on the Status of Women
(MACSW) is now well under-
way. MACSW is undertaking a
survey of all hotel pubs in the
city to identify which ones
provide pornographic
entertainment.

The criteria, which includes

5 “ADULT V|DEO TAPES” video pornography. oil wrest-
: ling and male and female
Y nm mm monv strippers will be used to yield
a list of ‘safe’ hotels which
REF. will be publicized by MACSW.
T ; 3
NO. EROTIC THEME FILMS COMMEN Since hotels are not obliged to
! ! warn customers that they
. 103, 196, 282, 307 g A
16 INGEST 64, 8. 103, 19, 76 supply pornographic entertain-
: Every porn tim has the ment, people have no way of
7 LESBIAN 15, 25. 241 obligatory lesbian scane, but knowing what to expect when
these three are memorable. they enter a bar.
Roughly half the 98 or so
1 ANAL SEX 9, 23, 258, 274, 275, 386, 170 bars in the city use porno-
graphic entertainment, accord-
2 BONDAGE & ing to MACSW spokesperson
DISCIPLINE
SADISM & 19, 40, 41, 51. 58. 94, 91, 69, 88, 119, 138, 155, A number of films have Tanya Lester. She says the
MASQCHISM 201, 210, 234, 274, 284, 295, 310, 331, 338, 347, slandard S&M scenes. These hotel survey is a practical pro-
e 394 if'c:t"" ""Mlsmaﬂn test which will ensure women
e ;’l“m_":,'”m&’m e who don’t want to support the
P, S&M scene in what is other- porn industry still have a
wise not 2 bandage flick. place to socialize. When the
10  PROSTITUTION §. 7. 14, 29, 60: 120, 231, 233, 780 182 78K list is complete in the fall,
i 398 people are encouraged to call

Rape and gang-bangs are
pretty much standard fare in

i : bondage films.
R y A A
YONBERS e i, 110, 2i0 214, 8. , CONT/INUED ON PG.15.. .

411, 412, 413, 414

MACSW (942-2000) and fre-
quent those bars which appear

- 11 RAPE & CANG-BANG 11, 36. 58, 89. 104, 197. 215. 2
; on the list.




Jobs for
WYomen

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WOMEN'S HEALTH ISSUES

Activist, feminist, non-profit
organization, based in
Washington, D.C., seeks key
executive to provide leadership
during growth period. The suc-
cessful candidate will have a
substantive knowledge of the
women's health movement
and related issues.
Additional criteria include:
e demonstrated fundraising
ability;
excellent adminstrative
skills, including budget
preparation and financial
management of the
organization:
successful management ex-
perience, ideally in non-
profit environment;
effective oral and written
communication skills, in-
cluding proven ability to
work with the media;
political sophistication, in-
cluding substantive ex-
perience interacting with
Congressional and
regulatory officials.
Any candidate interested in
serious consideration must
submit a resume including
salary history to Janine
Vanech, President, Bowers &
Associates, 1725 K Street,
N.W., Suite 606, Washington,
D.C. 20006.

TG wMEITN |

HALF-TIME POSITION

Half Time Replacement Posi-
tion (10 months) available
September 1, 1983 to June
30, 1984 to do educational
programming and research on
issues pertaining to women
and international
development.

For more information con-
tact Mary Stuart Manitoba
Council for International Co-
operation, 418 Wardlaw, Win-

nipeg 475-4169. Deadline July |

15. 1983.

he bagpipes hummed as the
limousines free their cargo:
the varied actors here for the
Gas Station Theatre's Corporal
Mime Festival. These mimes,
normally self-assured in their
physical movements, were
shuffled en mass toward an
hour-old reception. Heads
turned, those hands not
holding a glass or hors
d'oeuvre clapped politely.

The morning after the open-
ing reception, Marguerite
Mathews, artistic director of
the Pontine Movement Theatre
was leading a small workshop
across from the Gas Station at
the Village Church. The Pon-
tine Movement Theatre was
the festival's only all-female
troupe. They were selected as
American representatives after
the festival's first choice,
Daniel Stein, broke his leg.

As the television camera
records her image, Ms.
Mathews gives condensed
pointers on her method and
her movements. After the
workshop, she describes this
method of expressing ideas
and emotions with the body as
being in the tradition of
Etienne Decroux. She studied
under the great French actor
and lauds his mechanisms of
the body as "a tasteless, col-
ourless techique to train ac-
tors while instilling a phil-
osophy of great love for
theatre."”

Also at the workshop are
the other two women of the
Pontine Movement Theatre,
Ellen Brown and Ann Sauve.
The troupe has been working
and performing together since
1979. All the members agree
that there were definite advan-
tages to being an all women's
mime troupe. Mathews ex-
plains that the "movement arts
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needs devotion, sacrifice and
altruism and women stick to it
and get things done.” Even
though male students have
come and gone, none have
stuck. All three women delight
in playing male and female
roles.

Not to be content in describ-
ing their mime in words,
Marguerite gets up to
demonstrate how she moves in
a male role. She places her
feet squarely on the floor,
pushes the hips ('the body's
vital parts'’) forward while the
upper trunk and upper arms
swagger rhythmically outward.
It really looks the way some
men walk. She demonstrates
how women walk—hips are
pushed concavely backwards,
the chest is thrust out, the
throat is bared, while the
arms are flailling outward
from the elbows. Mathews
says as she learned to do
male and female roles it has
become '"'very transparent that
stereotypical body language is
taught and that how one moves
various parts of one’'s body is
ingrained along with sex
roles."”

The women of the troupe
have fun doing the tradition-
ally exaggerated male and
female parts of the 16th cen-
tury theatre. However,
Marguerite prefers the an-
drogenous pieces and roles
they conceive. These would be
very difficult to do if they had
a man in their company.
Although all the women are of
feminist orientation, they do
not bring overt political issues
to the stage. Preferring to do
strong women that transcend
roles, they incorporate into
their work universal mythic
images and the struggle to
transcent duality.

Brigitte Sutherland
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The Power of Mime

The second evening of the In-
ternational Corporal Mime
Festival, June 9th at the Gas
Station Theatre was an
outstanding tribute to the
power of mime in the tradition
of Etienne Decroux.

Jean Asselin and Denise
Boulanger of the Omnibus
Company from Quebec
presented a series of dances,
climaxed by a stunning se-
quence in which they worked
beneath a large silk
parachute. Wrapping
themselves in the material,
they moved through a
geometry of forms in which
the positive wrapped shapes
of the figures flowed into
mummified figures that even-
tually stumbled free and
placed themselves sculpturally
in a way worthy of Rodin. It
was interesting and elegant
work. At all times their mime
was marked by sensitive con-
trol of the dramatic figures
they were forming.

The Pontine Movement
Theatre founded by Marguerite
Matthews gives a series of
amusing, witty pieces. M.
Mathews danced the Baker, in
which she lyrically developed
the forms in baking bread.
She was followed by Ellen
Brown, who mimed the Archer
in strong dramatic
movements. In this piece, the
hunter becomes the dying
hunted at the end of the

sequence—a powerful and
moving transition which
Brown controlled well. The
third member of the troupe,
Anne Sauve, danced alone in
the Fan, a witty precise piece
in which Sauve mimed around
and to a fan.

All three members per-
formed together in the rest of
the program. In the funny and
graceful ABC Hungry, they
combined an alphabet of food
spoken to mime movements.
From guacomole to liver to
vanilla icecream to zebra
steak, they managed to vary
the tone of the sequence well.

Their program climaxed in
the brilliant Come and Go, a
short play by Samuel Beckett.
The mimed shapes depend
here upon the movements of
the three dancers and six
sticks, which they formed into
a series of moving shapes
beginning with a triangle and
progressing through a
parallelogram to a pentagram
to a triangle, with subtle
variations enroute. The mime
showed the power of the im-
prisonment and freedom found
in communication as figures
moved in and out of the
positive spaces formed by the
sticks and figures.

In all, the evening was
splendid evidence of the
beauty and classical appeal of
traditional mime.

Valerie Reed

MARGUERITE MATHEWS, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

-« CONTINUED FROM £G./3
Around
the World

Meanwhile Vancouver City
Council recently voted
unanimously to refuse
business licenses to any new
stores selling or renting porn-
ography, or to renew licenses
of time-limited porn shops.
B.C. feminists are calling the
move a step in the right direc-
tion. Pharmaceutical and
education sex products are not
pornographic and therefore
exempt from the new rule.
Porn stores and theatres with
permanent licenses however,
will be able to continue to
operate.

On a less happy note, Red
Hot Video, a Vancouver-based
pornography distributor was
convicted of possession of
obscene material in a Provin-
cial Court in Victoria last
month, but fined only a token
$300.

Judge Darrall Collins, in
making the ruling, said "‘The
Canadian community is not
prepared to tolerate an attack
on its moral fibre by the
showing of films of this
nature.”

One of the tapes contained
scenes of violence and abuse
. of women bound in chains
while another graphically
depicted dehumanizing acts
against women.

New Democrat Lynn
McDonald, in Brandon re-
cently told women to keep up
the fight against pornography,
noting that the federal Com-
munications minister has had
to hire at least 3 people to
respond to complaints about
pornography.

The president of CBC and
the chairperson of the CRTC
have both encouraged
legislators to set up guidelines
on acceptable erotica and
unacceptable pornography.
The CBC president told the an-
nual meeting of the Canadian
Council on the Arts that cer-
tain forms of censorship are
becoming an acceptable alter-
native to widespread
pornography.

* *

The Ontario Liberal Party
wants the Canadian Criminal
Code to make possession of
pornography a criminal of-
fence with tough penalties.
Federal obscenity laws should
be strengthened to halt the
rising tide of violent video
smut, according to party

leader David Peterson.

Similarly, seven Canadian
mayors met in Montreal last
month and vowed to take ac-
tion against hard-core porn-
ography. The mayors of Mon-
treal, Toronto, Ottawa,
Hamilton, Halifax, Edmonton
and Vancouver said they
would put pressure on the
federal government to tighten
import restrictions on hard-
core video tapes and
magazines.

Hate literature against Jews
was found recently at the
University of Winnipeg. The
material encourages a belief
in a 'Zionist conspiracy’ theory
of history and denies the
Jewish Holocaust took place.

Representatives of Win-
nipeg's Jewish community
called for the "'seizure and
destruction of all hate propa-
ganda being mailed into
Canada' following the inci-
dent. Racist material promotes
a hatred of a specific segment
of society, not unlike the
hatred of women fostered by
violence and dehumanization
in pornography.

NDP to oust
sexist marriage
laws

Some of the province's sexist
marriage laws may be on
their way out, if a legislative
amendment introduced by
Community Services Minister
Len Evans becomes law.

The law would pave the way
for newborns to be given
the surname of the mother, the
father or both.

The government also pro-
poses to do away with the
stipulation in the provincial
Marriage Act for pre-marital
blood tests for syphillis—a re-
quirement which has proved
to be unsuccessful in uncover-
ing unknown cases of the
venereal disease over the past
years.

Legally separated women
would also no longer be re-
quired to seek permission
from their husbands to change
their surnames, under the
amended act.
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FAR BEYOND GOD THE FATHER
is how far Mary Daly has
gone on her own personal and
spiritual journey. Where she
was once a reformist and
apologist for the Catholic
Church, she has now reached
a point where she believes the
only purpose for feminists at-
tempting reform within the
church is the personal process
in finding a way out. To Daly,
the whole notion has become
analogous to a black person
attempting to reform within
the Ku Klux Klan. The lies
about woman, pornographic
or otherwise, are rooted in
theological lies. When she
reached this conclusion for
herself, she left the Church
and centred her philosophical
pursuits with a radical
feminist context (Gyn/Ecology)
Daly tells an amusing story
about her invitation by a
minister to speak about women

AGE
OCCUPATION

and the church in a sermon.
She said she decided she
would end her speech by
walking out of the Church and
inviting women to walk out
with her. "'I thought only a
few would follow me,” she
said, ""and that the whole
thing would be quite embar-
rassing. Nevertheless, I made
the invitation and about a
hundred women walked out
with me, much to my sur-
prise.”” Word of the event
spread quickly, and in a week
she was receiving calls from
ministers asking her if she
would like to come to their
churches and have a
‘walkout’. She was dumb-
founded. "I don’t think you
understand,”’ she told the
ministers, "'l have walked out.
Don't you understand? I am
not there anymore; I have
left.”

Patti Gibson/Broadside

Radiation Controversy
Resurfaces

Fears that Atomic Energy of
Canada Limited's underground
research lab may become a
nuclear waste storage sight
resurfaced last month when
radiation contaminated the
water supply of at least 12
residents in Lac du Bonnet.

The town's council has
refused to vote on whether
residents’ demands for a
public inquiry into nuclear ex-
periments would be met. AECL
maintains it has never
deposited wastes into the lab’s
test holes, although it does
plan to use radioactive tracers
in two years to track
underground waterways.

The provincial government,
which started monitoring the
wells due to pressure from the

re You A Feminist?

Committee of Concerned
Citizens, issued a press release
saying naturally occurring
radioactivity in levels above
maximum acceptable concen-
trations has been discovered
in the Lac du Bonnet area.

Committee of Concerned
Citizens spokesperson Walter
Robbins says the group wants
AECL barred from using
radioactive devices in its
research until public hearings
are held. According to Rob-
bins, the testing being done at
Lac du Bonnet is unique to
North America. AECL, he says,
refuses to offer assurances
that nuclear wastes will not
be stored at the site in the
future.
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A contributor to Herizons is doing research to compare women's attitudes towards feminism. The results
will be computed and analyzed in a future article in Herizons.
So please let her know your views on feminism.

A Brief Questionnaire To Be Completed By All Interested Women

MARITAL STATUS:

Married
Separated
Widowed

WHAT DOES THE WORD "FEMINISM'* MEAN TO YOU?

Single

Divorced

Living Together

NO

DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF TO BE A FEMINIST?

WHY?

YES

HOW DO YOU THINK THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT HAS AFFECTED YOU AS A WOMAN?

Please return to: Viewpoint, 329 Guildford St., Winnipeg R3] 2)6.
e R T T B e T e T T e T T oo T S TS ST
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Sports women
confront sexism

An analysis of women in sport
indicates that inequality is not
occasional or incidental, but is
woven into the very structure
of sport. The status of women
and sport can only be under-
stood by first understanding
the role of women in society.

The first annual conference
of the Canadian Association
for the Advancement of
Women and Sport (CAAW&S)
was held in May at the
University of Manitoba, with
approximately 65 delegates
from all across Canada
representing both competitive
and recreational sports, govern-
ment, and other interest
groups.

CAAWS&S aims to advance
the position of women in sport
and recreation by defining,
promoting, and supporting a
feminist perspective on sport.
This conference focused
mainly on education, informa-
tion, and membership recruit-
ment. According to Liz Ready,
Manitoba national represent-
ative, the three-year-old organ-
ization is still in the early
stages of development.

Ready says up until now the
organization has operated
more or less on a theoretical
basis, "'but the enthusiasm
and energy evident at the con-
ference indicates it is now
time for action."’

Ready says the conference
not only succeeded in meeting
its objectives but also put
forth a number of recommen-
dations for further action by
CAAW&S. The conference
began with an overview of the
Canadian sport system, citing
some of the complexities of
the problems facing women in
sport.

N AT T

The poem ''The Ballad of
Daisy"’ (Herizons, June) ap-
peared in Kate Bitney's book
""While You Were out’ (Turn-
stone Press, 1980)

Traditionally, boys have
been favoured with a more
sport-oriented experience
throughout their maturation,
thereby propogating sport as
an integral part of their
lifestyle. The educational
system, and society in general,
have adopted and reinforced
the exclusive male definition
of athletics.

On the second day of the
conference, participants at-
tended strategy sessions to
examine particular issues and
problems in greater detail.
Issues discussed included dif-
ficulties facing women in non-
traditional careers in sports,
why women coaches are
necessary for women's teams,
and the development of in-
terest by women in non-tradi-
tional sport and recreational
activities such as rowing in
place of more traditional
‘slimnastics’.

‘Fair Ball

photo from Can. Advisory Council on the Status of Women

— to promote development of
physical activities at the
community level designed
to meet the diverse and

The need for role models for
girls and women in sports was
an overriding concern of
delegates. Historically, there
have been few role models for
female participation in sports
and more importantly, schools
have served as a negative
socializing agent for female
participation in physical ac- changing needs of women
tivities, except those concerned of all ages;
with improving appearance. — to demand that, where
qualificiations in formal
education are equal, that
the ratio of male/female
physical education teachers
reflect the female/male ratio

sports teams at the univer-

sity level.

Ready says these recommen-
dations and resolutions will
now go to committee for further
examination. The committee
will then take their suggest-
ions to the national executive
for final decisions on how to
go about promoting and
affecting these changes, and
to determine exactly how
CAAW&S can best play a sub-
stantial role in bringing about
these changes.

Some of the major resolu-
tions put forth at the plenary
include:

— to strike an adhoc CAAW&S
group to develop a discus- of the student population;
sion paper addressing the and
specific human rights issue — 1o endorse an affirmative
of separate but equal action program to rectify
women's sports versus inte- the decline in percentage of

gration; women coaching women's Sharon-Rose Taylor

“From one business woman to another,
let me help you plan your travel
needs, for business or for pleasure."

WINDOWS ON THE WORLD TRAVEL LTD.
2211 McPhillips Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2V 3M5 (204) 338-7021
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Absent Father Gets Custody

The Supreme Court of Canada
upheld a decision of a county
court judge who awarded a
father custody of his two
children.

The father had left the
family six yearsrago, before
his daughter, now 6 was born.

Milorad Novic first was
awarded custody of Alexander
and Natalija in 1980. His wife
had been three months preg-
nant when he left.

Novic was awarded custody
of his daughter and son by a
County Court judge who ruled
that even though the father
might be a stranger to his
children, their long-term in-
terests would be better served
if he was awarded sole
custody. At the time the judge
conceded that both parents
were capable of caring for the
children.

Justice, William MclIntyre in
the Supreme Court minority
decision noted that except for
18 months in 1976 when the
boy lived with his father, the
children have resided with
their mother. The girl ""knows
no other home environment
than that created by her
mother."

Novic refused to pay support
to his estranged wife and
children since their separation

and owed $12,000 in
maintenance payments, leav-
ing the mother on welfare to
provide for her children.
Novic, currently off work
because of a back injury,
receives $126 a month from
the Workers' Compensation
Board and lives with his

parents.

The County Court Judge who
made the original award of
the children to the father said
that the mother lacked the
qualities, of ""honesty, pa-
tience, charity, understanding
and industry."”

The decision could be inter-
preted as economic
discrimination against women,
as the mother works as a full-
time caregiver in her home
and supports her children
through welfare. The county
court judge admitted that
either parent was capable of
caring for the children in the
short-run, but said their long-
term interests would be better
served if the father was
awarded custody (presumably
when the construction industry
picks up). The judge did not,
however, admit whether the
earning potential of the father
versus the mother was a con-
tributing factor to his decision.

Anglicans Support
\Women Priests

Ten years after the Anglican
Church first approved the idea
of ordaining women, a session
of the church’'s 30th General
Synod approved a resolution
condemning discrimination
against women priests.

Rev. Peter Nannen said that
there is still resistance to the
appointment of women to the
priesthood and men within the
church hierarchy who favour

women priests have been
denied advancements.

The Synod session re-
examined a conscience clause
which stated Anglicans
shouldn't be penalized if they
felt their faith would be com-
promised by supporting
women priests. The resolution
recognized that "God's will
may be done'' through male
and female priests.

Bendectin

production
halted

A drug used to control nausea
experienced by pregnant
women has been withdrawn
from the market after hun-
dreds of lawsuits alleging it
caused deformed fetuses.

Merrell Pharmaceuticals of
Toronto recently announced it
would stop producing the drug
Bendectin, not because it may
be unsafe, but because of
what company officials refer
to as negative publicity.
Bendectin has been used by
more than 30 million women,
according to a Merrell official.

The so-called ''bad public-
ity'* lead to increased in-
surance premiums for the
company, a subsidiary of Mer-
rell Dow Pharmaceuticals and
it was becoming less pro-
fitable to have the company's
name associated with the pro-
duct, according to company
spokesperson Michael
Grimshaw.

Nudity NoNo
For RCMP

A Vancouver woman, rejected
from the RCMP because an
RCMP member saw her naked
at a beach, lost an appeal to
the Human Rights Commission
to have the force accept her
for basic training.

After being initially ac-
cepted, Patricia Le Blanc was
told by a sergeant that she
didn't show good judgment of
character by ''going to a
beach where a lot of perverts
hang out.”” She was also told
she would no longer have
employment with the RCMP.

She had met another RCMP
member who was clearing
naked sunbathers from a
stretch of sand between Wreck
Beach, where nudity is ac-
cepted, and Spanish Banks, a
public beach and mentioned
she was planning to join the
force.

“It’s totally sexist,"”" Patricia
Leblanc said, adding that if
the officer had seen a male
sunbather he would not have
thought of seeking to dis-
qualify him from the RCMP.

gpeﬂiegram

NURSES REFUSE DRAFT—

In the wake of recent revela-
tions that the US Defense
Department is hoping to
amend draft laws to require
all health care workers, both
men and women, to register
with the selective service,
17,000 California nurses have
made it perfectly clear they
aren't eager to go if Uncle
Sam calls. The Board of the
California Nurses Association
is informing its national

it

Marya Zajac.

quired for a workshop).

growth for your money.
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organization, the American
Nursing Association, they op-
pose any restoration of the
draft.

The proposal is part of a
new defence package to be
put before Congress and has
already been endorsed by the
American Medical Assocation.
It's an open secret, they add,
that the Army Reserve is
badly in need of 23,000
nurses.

HerSay

UREFERERIEN e RS
g-. . /@4 .

For Wemen

'

I;ynn Chamberlin

Broadway Office 956-0480

Money Workshops

Call Marya or Lynn to arrange a free money manage-
ment workshop. They are professional financial
planners and can offer you sound advice for a per-
sonal financial plan. (Minimum of eight people re-

Do you manage your money as well as you manage
your career or household? Your future depends on
it. Learn proven ways to achieve security and

700€IL0 S
‘‘Profit from our experience’’
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TICKLING OUR OWN FAN CY

AN o N
n \‘\ .‘ \ One cannot help but notice how often

’ (e women are referred to as poultry.

Young women are chicks. Married
women cluck at hen parties. They egg
men on. Mothers watch their broods.
Child-rearing ends with the empty-
nest syndrome.

Husbands at home are henpecked by
their wives. At 60, a woman is an old
biddy. Runaway wives have flown the
coop, while stay-at-home homemakers
feel cooped up. Married women
feather their nests. A divorced woman
complains her alimony is birdseed:
her ex calls her a vulture.

A single woman or a woman out
alone at night is a sitting duck for
rapists. Women are old crows, old
hens, mother hens ""'whose laying
days are over.” ''She’s no spring

" chicken,”” say men about a mature
woman. To be feminine is to be
chicken. Is it just a coincidence that
SO0 many women's wages are chicken
feed?
]
From the Monteray Penninsula and San Diego Mensa
newsletters courtesy of Susan Palmer.
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for those light
bachelor days.
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If men could menstruate

A white minority of the world has spent
centuries conning us into thinking that a
white skin makes people superior—even
though the only thing it really does is
make them more subject to ultraviolet rays
and to wrinkles. Male human beings have
built whole cultures around the idea that
penis-envy is "'natural’’ to women—though
having such an unprotected organ might
be said to make men vulnerable, and the
power to give birth makes womb-envy at
least as logical.

In short, the characteristics of the power-
ful, whatever they may be, are thought to
be better than the characteristics of the
powerless—and logic has nothing to do
with it.

What would happen, for instance, if sud-
denly, magically, men could menstruate
and women could not?

The answer is clear—menstruation
would become an enviable, boast-worthy,
masculine event:

Men would brag about how long and
how much.

Boys would mark the onset of menses,
that longed-for proof of manhood, with
religious ritual and stag parties.

Congress would fund a National Institute
of Dysmenorrhea to help stamp out
monthly discomforts.

Sanitary supplies would be federally
funded and free. (Of course, some men
would still pay for the prestige of commer-
cial brands such as John Wayne Tampons,
Muhammad Ali's Rope-a-Dope Pads, Joe
Namath's Jock Shields—'"For Those Light
Bachelor Days,”” and Robert '‘Baretta’
Blake Maxi-Pads.)

Military men, right-wing politicians, and
religious fundamentalists would cite
menstruation ("‘men-struation’’) as proof
that only men could serve in the Army
(“'you have to give blood to take blood'");
occupy political office ("'can women be ag-
gressive without that steadfast cycle
governed by the planet Mars?"), be priests
and ministers (""how could a woman give
her blood for our sins?'’), or rabbis
(“"without the monthly loss of impurities,
women remain unclean'’).

Male radicals, left-wing politicians, and
mystics, however, would insist that women
are equal, just different, and that any
woman could enter their ranks if only she
were willing to self-inflict a major wound
every month (‘'you must give blood for the
revolution”), recognize the preeminence of
menstrual issues, or subordinate her
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selfness to. all men in their Cycle of
Enlightenment.

Street guys would brag ("'I'm a three-pad
man'’) or answer praise from a buddy
("Man, you lookin’ good!"’) by giving fives
and saying, ''Yeah, man, I'm on the rag!"

TV shows would treat the subject at
length. ("Happy Days'': Richie and Potsie
try to convince Fonzie that he is still "The
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Fonz," though he has missed two periods
in a row.) So would newspapers. (SHARK
SCARE THREATENS MENSTRUATING
MEN. JUDGE CITES MONTHLY STRESS IN
PARDONING RAPIST.) And movies.
(Newman and Redford in ''Blood
Brothers''!)

Men would convince women that inter-
course was more pleasurable at 'that time
of the month." Lesbians would be said to
fear blood and therefore life itself—though
probably only because they needed a good
menstruating man.

Of course, male intellectuals would
offer the most moral and logical
arguments. How could a woman master
any discipline that demanded a sense of
time, space, mathematics, or measure-
ment, for instance, without that in-built
gift for measuring the cycles of the moon
and planets—and thus for measuring
anything at all? In the rarefied fields of
philosophy and religion, could women
compensate for missing the rhythm of the
universe? Or for their lack of symbolic
death-and-resurrection every month?

Liberal males in every field would try to
be kind: the fact that "'these people’’ have
no gift for measuring life or connecting to
the universe, the liberals would explain,
should be punishment enough.

And how would women be trained to
react? One can imagine traditional women
agreeing to all these arguments with a
staunch and smiling masochism. (''The
ERA would force housewives to wound
themselves every month'': Phyllis
Schlafly. "Your husband’s blood is as
sacred as that of Jesus—and so sexy, too!"":
Marabel Morgan). Reformers and Queen
Bees would try to imitate men, and pretend
to have a monthly cycle. All feminists
would explain endlessly that men, too,
needed to be liberated from the false idea
of Martian aggressiveness, just as women
needed to escape the bonds of menses-
envy. Radical feminists would add that the
oppression of the nonmenstrual was the
pattern for all other oppressions. (''Vam-
pires were our first freedom fighters!")
Cultural feminists would develop a
bloodless imagery in art and literature.
Socialist feminists would insist that only
under capitalism would men be able to
monopolize menstrual blood . . .

In fact, if men could menstruate, the
power justifications could probably go on
forever.

If we let them. V¥
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LOOK CINDERELLA...MAYBE YOU SHOULD SKIP THE BALL,
AND JOIN A CONSCIQUSNESS RAISING GROUP INSTEAD.

T I S T A R S T SRR X

discouraged about
your job?

changing careers?

confused about labour
laws and your rights?

« oroup and individual
counselling

« skill identification

« advice on training

« referral to helping
agencies and
women's groups

e resource centre

e seminars

turn to the

WOMEN'S
BUREAU

y 241 Vaughan St.
' %) Winnipeg, Man.

> R
\\ "€ 944-3476

304-9th St.
Brandon, Man.

MANIT! ,,,BA 783-7000

DEPARTMENT
0 EMPLOYMENT SERVICE
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As the whole wonderful world of feminism
opens up to me, I've become increasingly
thirsty for knowledge. I've immersed myself
in feminist writings of women'’s history of
oppression and triumph. These books have
become my bible. Feminism, my religion. I
have the priviledge of being surrounded by
women who charge me like nothing else ever
has. They put everything in a fresh light;
clarify and add new dimensions to my think-
ing. I am daily reborn with my growing
ability to challenge old stereotypes and
effectively argue against ingrained patriar-
chal maxims. It's been a euphoric ongoing
encounter. However, I haven't entirely
escaped years of scripting. I do backslide.

For some women it all fits together more
quickly. For others, understanding does not
come so easily. We need women with the
courage to thumb their nose at restricting
conventional mores. It must be done if
things are to change. It makes sense to
discover new and better ways of self-
expression. But exploration stops when new
codes are set in granite. It's the women who
experiment with feminist garb, for instance,
and come to their own individual style and
art form that most inspire me.

Their warmth and generosity of spirit is
evident in their sense of humour, flexibility
to laugh at themselves, and accept another
woman's faltering emergence. It's not that
I mean to fault the feminist “'fashion’’ mode.
Quite the contrary. I just want freedom from
rigid expectations, no matter who they are
coming from.

I want desperately to invite other women
on this journey. We need them too.
Mainstream women who may not be as
feisty, mouthy and stubborn as me. I don't
want to lose them right at the onset by
making them self-conscious and defensive,
when the women's community can help
them to realize the most liberating, releasing
experience of their lives. For now, the fact
that they would want to join me would be
enough. I would hold judgement on their
dress, speech and lifestyle. Because . . .
that’s the room I'm asking for, and poking
fun is one of my ways of doing it.

I'm having a bit of a problem getting the
hang of what is politically correct feminist
behavior—in dress, speech, diet and child-
rearing. Sometimes I feel as if I'm swim-
ming upstream, doing the butterfly with
my hands tied behind my back. I embrace
the philosophies of feminism with all my
heart and can see life no other way. I
should at the very least look and act the
part. But somehow I keep falling short of
the mark.
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Several years ago, as I began to attend
feminist counselling/consultation sessions
and then rallies and demo’s, I discovered
that a definite uniform seemed to be in
place: Overalls, spiked hairstyles, and
plaid shirts abounded. My Eaton’s and The
Bay pastels and tailored pants simply
didn’t cut the mustard. Since my idea of
jewellery extended beyond a man's watch,
and I don’t own any fatigues or ankle
boots, all the placards and buttons in the
world couldn’'t conceal the fact that I
simply didn’t conform.

I was the one who wore pink (before it
was reclaimed). ''Pink’s in the rainbow,"
I protested to my eyebrow-raising friends.
"'aad the sunset—two of the most dramatic
things in nature and I'm not giving it up.”
They graciously let that by, noting instead
that my earringsand almost everything
else from lipstick to toenails co-ordinated
with the rosey hue of my shirt.

"That must take so much energy,’’ they
JOLY
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WEARING'SZURPOLITICS

by Shannon Robson

-

sighed. My mind flitted to the women I so
admire with their multi-pierced ears,
mismatched earrings,and zany color and
pattern combinations alternated with drab
pants and blue jean jackets. The mere
thought of it all, exhausted me. Still, I was
suitably contrite. I vowed that the next
time I wore a pink top, it would be
sleeveless in order to show my armpit hair
(which I would now grow out) and I would
scratch the back of my neck alot during
conversations.

As time passed, I continued to feel as out
of my element at feminist gatherings, as
if I were wearing a bee-hive hair-do and
pointed patent leather shoes. I just wasn't
being taken seriously. One evening I
studiously resolved to create a granola
image for myself. I dug out an old earthy-
toned indian cotton top, some mexican
sandals, and a pair of faded blue jeans.
I wore no make-up and let my hair go
frizzy. 1 doffed my small purse for a
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4 suitcase-like handbag (though I was at a
R - loss to know how to fill it), and I was on
my way. During the meeting that night, I
was able for the first time, to bask in the
approving looks and comments of the
group. My suburban identity—of hubby,
two kids, bungalow, white picket fence,
and station wagon—was safely in the
closet. I had arrived . . . or so I thought.
ot I had only to open my mouth to blow it.
The word "'girls’’ constantly threatened to
escape my lips, the fear of which tempor-
arily strangled my speaking ability. I
developed a stutter when making saluta-
tions, ""Hello g-girls . . . uh g-guys . . . hi
y'all.”

No matter what the occasion I was
assured of some leése-majesté that would
give me away. When talk turned to sex-
uality I found that though intellectually I
adopted the feminist perspective, I was
nonetheless victim of emotional jet lag.
Increasingly I had to fight the perverse
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desire to recklessly confess, "'I'm a fake.
In weak moments, marlboro-type men turn
me on. The word ''androgynous doesn't
compute. Help me!"” Because I applaud
women loving women and gentle sharing,
I knew that my occasional lapses were de-
viant. And I was loathe to admit it. Why
invite alienation and reveal myself for the
baby feminist I was, and suspect I still am.

Alas, eventually I could hold my tongue
no longer when at a feminist Mom's get-
together I heard a woman, who was fast
becoming my true sister—wo/mentor say,
"If my daughter entered a beauty pageant,
I'd disown her."" Impulsively I blurted out
my wicked freshie queen past (risking
further imprinting my barbie doll lable—a
fate worse than death). To my great relief
I discovered that though she might boot
out the kid, she could forgive a friend.
Afterall, this was the same woman who
looked forward to aging so she could be
"‘out of the competition’’, the woman who
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had teased me about my wasp-like looks,
but had nevertheless given me time to
prove that I did indeed have a soul under
it all.

Social gaffes in Moms' circles continued
as I was caught bribing my kids with
candy and hauling out one baby bottle
after another. "Formula' I learned, was
a dirty word, (even if my Kids, to whom I
felt properly bonded, had seemingly
thrived on it). However, I was informed
that I could redeem myself by forever after
offering bean sprouts and tofu, and prac-
ticing severe sugar restrictions.

""Could I flavour the tofu with
chocolate?’’ I ventured hopefully.
"'Carob,"” came the crisp reply.

As I became involved in more CR ses-
sions, I found I still had to work hard to
stay on my toes. At first I didn't even know
that CR meant consciousness-raising. In
fact, a lot of initialed titles had me
stumped. But, I always nodded my head
knowingly during exchanges, and later
asked a friend to translate the meaning of
the letters for me. It wasn't long before I
was appropriately referring to my hus-
band as my S.0. (significant other) as if
I'd been doing it all along.

Other things are still more difficult
though. For instance, learning to adore
cats against my will: trying to get excited
about another potluck or fundraiser;
being able to frown on shaving legs when
I notice that most who don't have only fair
fuzz to contend with anyway (not fur like
me); and admitting to doing Jane Fonda
work-outs (and consequently sounding,
heaven-forbid, like I aspire to look like
her) when I know full well that improving
the cardiovascular or building upper body
strength is the thing to do.

Granted, I haven't got it all together.
Progress has been slow. Recently though
a survey test revealed that my feminist
culture and lifestyle IQ is improving. I am
becoming a little more savvy. For example,
I know that fashion-wise, anything goes
when worn with runners; word-wise
"nuclear’’ is bad news whether referring
to a war or a family: food-wise eating is
male-identified; and it's ok to have kids
as long as you're single, could write the
book on non-sexist child-rearing, are
delivered by a midwife, and are over
thirty. Even though, I had clearly missed
the boat where these things pertained to
me, I was actually aware of what was
politically correct in each instance. So,
maybe, just maybe, there's hope for me
yet. ¥
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Just like racial
jokes, sexist humour

is geared towards
making people laugh by
attempting to reduce other people to the
level of idiots. To get a laugh, depends on
a person’'s baser needs to feel superior.

It takes a much more talented artist to
create something that does not abuse the
rights of other human beings.

Every once in a while I will read some
of these cartoons to find out if they have
improved any. They seldom do. 'Blondie’,
for example, is still as spinny as ever.

D[t

and GERSHER

WEDOING RING? 10 ).
SETTLE FOR JUST

berserk over losing her wedding ring.
Well, given the low economic status of
many women, I can understand this.
Maybe she felt she could sell the ring for
some needed cash in the event that she
should decide to a parting of the ways with
Dagwood.

But when Blondie dashes into a store
and asks if anyone has found the ring, one
woman replies, "Wedding ring? I'd settle
for just a husband.”

But what about Andy and Flo in ""Andy
Capp''? They are constantly having fist
fights.

Under these conditions, it should not be
surprising that Flo stays with Andy. It is
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a fact battered women stay
with their partners long after they
hould have escaped. They may still

love the non-violent aspects of the
men or they cannot afford to leave
for lack of money and confidence. It's
nothing to chuckle about.

Then, there's ''Beetle Bailey''. Recently,
Beetle and a fellow officer are pictured
heading down to the beach. Beetle's friend
says, ''Beautiful days like this usually
bring out beautiful things.’” You guessed
it! The "things’’ he is referring to are
women.

Of course, there are the double
stereotypes. The loudmouthed, domineer-
ing woman/girl and the ‘'henpecked’
man/boy which include the Viking Queen
and Hagar in ""Hagar the Horrible’' and
Lucy and Charlie in ""Peanuts”, are further 4
examples of sexist cartoons.

SN EIACAANT
PEANUTS

a girl who stands
up for her rights. She is
portrayed as too much of a
loudmouth and name-caller to be a
really good role model.
Nor did I like Margaret in ''Dennis the
Menace''. Margaret's character is still too
finicky and nagging. She is a neat freak.
Lately, she went into an absolute tirade
over a ''tiny speck floating’’ in the
lemonade which Dennis gave her.

This is so unrealistic. Come visit my
apartment sometime, on one of its off-
days, if you believe women have a natural
tendency to want to keep everything
spotless and tidy. Margaret and her kind,
although we might not like them, help to
further ingrain the guilt we have learned
to feel everytime there are dirty dishes
lying in the Kitchen sink even when it
might be someone else’'s turn to do them.

But females are so often made to look
like fools, especially when they are
outspoken, in the comic strips. In "The
Amazing Spiderman’’, right out of the
blue, Peter asks Sam why she is so bitter
towards men.

e AM AN

SPIDRAN

STAN LEE
Juf Sefuz
OH, YEAH? YOU SHOULD TALK:! WU A L S e

YOU'RE THE CRABBIEST PERSON
IN THE WORLD !

AND YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO HAVE YOUR
OWN WAY ! AND TALK ABOUT LOUD...
YOURE ALWAYS YELLING!

W 3
Actually, I sort of admire Lucy. She is
certainly good at and enjoys debating the
issues with her male counterparts. She
would probably make a good leader for an
assertiveness training workshop.

But when I was a kid, I thought Lucy was
a rotten person. I did not think of her as
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“"Because I've had to claw and fight and
be twice as good to compete in a man's
world! But I made it! I'm a scientist, a

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

MRS, wﬂ\.su | UHwHNT‘
TO DISCUSS - UM« MONEY

: wlTH\/OU

-

Right after she says this, though, Peter MALE -CHAUDVNIST PI6S W RBRAINS
intercepts a petrified rock that comes hurl- THE 6\2E OF MLNUTS m/
T .

ing towards Sam. The message is clear:
Sam still needs a man to protect her.
Male cartoonists do make exceptions to
this general rule. In "Animal Crackers’
macho Lance calls up Lana and asks her
if she wants to go to a 'ladies’ mud-
wrestling exhibitiopes

Lana says no because 'it's an
unspeakable affront to the dignity of
women and can only appeal to demented
male-chauvinist pigs with brains the size
of walnuts."”

Then there are the women cartoonists
and the differenice in Lynn Johnston's "'For
Better or For Worse'' and Cathy
Guisewite’s ""Cathy’’ creations are striking
when compared with male cartoonists’
work.

Elly and Cathy are not Barbie Dolls.
They are struggling with life and their
identities and emotions. Neither of them
is the kind of women I want to be, but each
is so often the women that I am.

I get tired of Cathy when she carries on
about her men friends, or when she
dresses up to have a fight with Alvin. But
then again, that is how women have been
taught: look good when dealing with men
and you'll have the upper hand. When 1
get annoyed with Cathy for being like this,
it's like getting annoyed with a friend or
myself.

The same goes for Elly in "'For Better For
Worse''. If she wants to get paid for the
column she is writing for the local
newspaper then why doesn't she demand
it or quit? But then, why don’t I demand
more money for my writing?

Feminists need more than Cathy and
Elly can provide. The day a daily non-
sexist newspaper containing non-sexist
comics comes to my door is still light years
away, so we have to start looking
elsewhere for feminist humour.

= 6A\I! TNE &OT THESE FRONT-
| ROW TICKETS TO A LADIES'
| MUD-WRESILING EXHIBITION
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doctor!"’, Sam replies. It's a good enough BEC ms AN
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know you. You're a goodguy. You believe
in equal pay for equal work (although
you're sometimes not sure why) and you've
gone out of your way to bring a woman
into the organization/department/busi-
ness. You may even wish men could wear
brighter colors and/or shoulder less
responsibility like some of the much
younger guys you see walking around. You
like liberated women, too; after all, who
wouldn’t like women who are independ-
ent, intelligent, keen, and interesting con-
versationalists? You know better than to
ask such a woman when she’s getting
married, or why she never got married, or
what the company will do when she quits
her job to get married, because you know
she takes her job as seriously as you take
yours. In fact, you treat her just like a man,
just like one of the boys. You even tell
dirty jokes when she’'s around. What's
your reward?
She hates you.
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What you need is some way out of your
bafflement. And feminists do baffle you.
They certainly don't want to be treated like
women, but now it seems that they don't
want to be treated like men either. What
do they want? Dear God, what do women
want?

I'm going to tell you. You've taken one
step—you now treat certain women as if
they were men—but now you must take the
next step. You must learn that someone
can be human like you and competent like
you but come out of, and live in, an
entirely different situation. Hence the
title of this article and a colleague’s round-
eyed adjuration to me, ''But you're an
honorary male.” (Another version of this
will be found below.)

Turning certain, select women—or all
women—into honorary males is not what
women’s liberation is about. Women's
liberation means far too much for me to
tell you in one article, but perhaps we can
at least keep you from making crucial
mistakes. As tourists in a foreign country
are given a phrase book so that without
actually learning the language they can
still complain, '‘Waiter, there is a
Presidential candidate in my salad,” or
'Alas, my camisole has come undone,’’ so
I am going to give you a phrase book for
the foreign country of feminism. There'll
be a difference, though—this bcok
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translates what you say.

It translates what you say into what you
mean.

It may not keep you from thinking the
forbidden items below, but at least if you
button your lip before you actually say
them, you will (1) avoid making a fool of
yourself, (2) avoid being struck by an
enraged colleague or friend, and (3) start
thinking about what you really mean.
Most of these sentences are automatisms.
That is, they are reactions that occur from
ear to glottis without ever actually pass-
ing through the cerebral cortex. I hate
them. You ought to hate them, goodguy
that you are. If you don’t, if you insist
stoutly on your right to defame, abuse, and
insult anyone within hearing distance of
your voice, then you're not a goodguy.
What You Say

to Her What You Mean

I'm scared.

We just had an ob-
jective contest and
you lost. Sorry about
that.

I love the sex war
because 1 always
win.

1 find jokes about you
funny. Why don't you




1 wish the women
‘around here would
‘make themselves
presentable.

‘But what's going to
happen to sex?

‘Why do feminists
want to kill off all
the men?

1 don’t see why you
“have to take this
~women's liberation

stuff so personally.

| I asked my wife
(secretary) about
~women'’s liberation
and she said . . .

‘My wife (secretary)
is perfectly happy.

" find jokes about you

funny?

Housewives don't
work, especially
those with small
children. Housewives
do nothing but loll
around on sofas all
day, eating choco-
lates and reading
best-sellers.

My sexuality is your
problem, not my
problem.

My sexuality is your
problem.

It's my way or no
way.

And
My sexuality is your
problem.
Omigod,
guilty.

Or

You're murderously
irrational, so I don't
have to listen to you.

I feel so

When I'm upset at

something that
affects me, that's
righteous indigna-

tion. When you're
upset at something
that affects you,
that's hysteria.

Or
How can anybody
have feelings dif-
ferent from mine? It's
against nature.

Or
If we all start having
feelings and express-
ing them openly, the
sky will fall.

I asked my maid
about Black Power
and she said

Everybody loves me,
God is on'my side,
and you want to
change it all.
Or

My wife (secretary)
hates me; God forbid
anyone should find
out.
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I'm all for women's
liberation, but I
don't see why
women who believe
in it have to lose
their sense of
humor.

Gee, there's a
woman  jockey
(elephant trainer,
engineer,
carpenter) out in In-
dianapolis. What
won't they think of
next?

We're hiring a wo-
man. What do you
think of that!

You can't expect
change to come
over-night

Women can do any-
thing they want to,
as long as they re-
main feminine.

A.E.LEPAGE
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Or

My wife (secretary) is |

perfectly happy
because luckily she
has no mind of her
own. You wouldn't
catch me putting up
with that Kind of life
for five minutes.

(See "It was only a
joke,"" above.)

Freak.

Kiss me. I'm a good-
guy.

And
Fifty years after the
vote and 10,000
years after human
society was first
formed. A streak of
lightning.
And if we're lucky,
never.

It’'s I who set up the
rules about what wo-
men can do, not
women.

And
It's I who set up the
rules about what
"feminine’’ is, not
women.

And
As long as women re-

Women need pro-
tection. The world
out there is tough.
It's a jungle. You'd
better think twice
about that femlib
stuff.

1 think what you
said at the trustees’
meeting was fine,

My wife doesn’t
want to go back to
work; she wants to
stay home with the
children.

Men need to earn
more because they
have families to
to support.

I'm worried about
this feminist movie/
article/book. It's so
bad. It doesn’t give
people a good im-
pression of how
competent women
are, does it?

‘hard-working,
. miring, and depend-

- main deferential,
_ pleasant, smiling,
unaggressive, unam-

bitious,
dating,

accommo-
flattering,
ad-

ent, they can be a
femininist as they

like.

Boo!

And
If you don’'t let me
open doors for you,
I'll smash them on
your fingers.

For goodness’ sake,
you didn't expect me
to back you up at the
time, did you?

This may be true,
but you may also be
saying:

Especially after I
harped for six weeks
on how wretchedly
neurotic they’'d grow
up without her.

Women who have
families shouldn't
have families.

Or

- Women who have

families don't really
have families.

Or
Women with families
should go on wel-
fare.
Heh heh.

[ interested
contact

Do you know an agent who is:
Oinformed about the market

O knowledgeable about finances
[Jable to assess your needs

in maintaining

O professional, perceptive and
L personable

Buy or sell with
confidence.

Purchasing a home ranks as one of your
most important decisions. This means that
you want to make that decision intelligently
and with maximum confidence. To discuss
your needs call, Arlene J. Wiebe at

269-2137.

“The name friends
recommend”’
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A short story . . . by Dorothy O’Connell

Her hunch drove her in the way that
hunches do; if she managed to shake it off
her shoulders it nestled in the pit of her
stomach; if she walked down the spring
street in chilly freedom, revelling in the
lack of twenty pounds of boots, coat, scarf
and mitts, it leaped on her from ambush,
causing her heart to pound and her hands
to sweat. She knew from past experience
that the only way to deal with hunches
was to turn them into imagination or solid
fact. Her problem was that, in the past, all
her hunches had turned into solid fact.
And some facts were even heavier, more
suety, and more indigestible than hunches.
. She paused with her hands in the soapy
water, debating with herself again, half of
her taking the firm stance she felt was
demanded of her, the other half arguing,
pleading, even whining.

"Oh, blessed Saint Jude,”” she whispered,
"'patron of lost causes, I could really use
some help.”

Her mind drifted off. Try as she would
to imagine St. Jude as female, stubbornly
the facts would obtrude themselves. Jude
was undoubtedly male. She pictured him
as scrawny, ineffectual, with a straggling,
wispy beard, as anybody who was the
patron saint of lost causes was bound to
be, in her mind. What possible good could
it do to appeal to a washout? Anyway,
Jude seemed to demand publication, and
she just couldn't fit that into her budget.

What about female saints? Ursula and
her ten thousand virgins? No. Batty, and
ended up massacred by Tartars. That other
one that lied to her husband about the
bread in her basket for the poor and it
turned into roses? Hah! That was probably
just an excuse she gave the poor for there
being roses in her basket instead of bread
when they were starving.

""A miracle! I swear, I wast bringing thou
bread, when soft! my husband doth
approacheth, and graspeth my wrist,
saying ‘'what hast thou there, wife? By my
troth, it had better not be bread from my
own Kitchens for the scum around here, or
on thy head be it." ‘Nay!' I cried, ‘Good my
husband, it is but roses for the ball we give
tonight for all the better people.’ and God
turned it into roses. Sorry and all that."”

Obviously Lady Bountiful married to a
Tory.

She knew that this speculation on saints
was merely putting off the moment, but
she had to, she couldn’t face it right now.
Not having been brought up in any kind
of a religious household, she had no prior
facts to bar her from speculating all she
wanted on saints; and if she wanted to

Dorothy O'Connell is a humourist and

author of Chicklet Gomez and Cockeyed
Optimists.

speculate on saints, whose business was
it anyhow?

Now Saint Joan. That was probably an
idea that backfired. Nobody in those days
would follow a woman to war, let alone
a teenager, no matter how good her ideas
were. Therefore, Joan would have to
attribute her ideas to someone else. But
who? What would her father know about
soldiering? Wasn't he a shepherd or
something? So the idea must have
seemed a natural. She heard ''voices'
telling her what to do. She probably
figured she could drop the deception once
the ideas proved themselves. Wasn't there
something about her trying to deny them
later? But of course, if you were told that
either you heard voices from God or you
were in league with the devil, you'd opt to
stay with your voices. Poor kid. It doesn't
pay for a woman to have brains.

You could get burned at the stake as a
witch.

Of course, so many women had been so
well trained not to have brains, some of
their brains atrophied. Look at all the
women in China convinced that bound feet
made them attractive. Maybe it did, in a
way. Almost as good as having you on a
leash.

And our ancestors laced themselves
into corsets so tight that the least exertion
caused them to faint, then smugly ac-
cepted the dictum that they fainted
because they were ladies. :

Or accepted as ''fact’ the idea that there
were ""good women'’ and '‘bad women''.
Nowadays most people thought the ""bad
women'' were on welfare. Woops! Here
comes that sinking feeling again.

Sighing, she removed her hands from
the comforting heat, and wiping them
casually on her stomach, walked toward
the telephone.

""Mag? You busy? Can I come over for
coffee? Thanks."

Sitting in Mag's kitchen, she could feel
the pressure as her apprehension was
about to flower into speech. Mag waited
placidly, her wiry yellow hair and round
glasses combining to give her a deceptive
Little Orphan Annie look. There was a
companionable silence for a few minutes.

Then Kay was ready. '"Mag, I think I
have a problem.”

Mag waited.

"It's Ruthie. I have a feeling she's

JULY
35

pregnant.”’ .
There! The words were out. Now the

‘problem became a little less ominous. It

was named.

"What makes you think so? Have you
asked her?"”

Kay shook her head. "I haven't anything
concrete, Mag. So far it's just a niggling
fear, threatening to turn into a galloping
panic.”

"Don’t you think the first thing you
should do is ask her? If you're right, the
sooner you find out, the better.”

"I can't yet, Mag. I have to deal with it
first. I'm too afraid, and too angry. I don't
know what to do.”

"If you're right, what are you going to
suggest? Are you ready to keep the baby?"

"My God, no. That's part of my panic.
Maybe I'm selfish, but I was just starting
to feel free, just starting to think about
where I might go in the next couple of
years, now that the kids are almost grown
up. The last thing I want is a baby in the
house again.”

""You're going to ask her to give it up?
Or have an abortion?"'

"Idon't know, Mag. I just don't know."

"Go down to the clinic and talk to
Betty, why don’t you?"

Making supper, Kay knew that Mag had
been right in suggesting the clinic. It had
been in the neighbourhood for ten years,
combining medical and social service
staff. Local people sat on the Board of
Directors. Kay had herself, for a while, and
helped to hire some of the staff. She knew
they were picked as much for their broad-
minded attitudes towards problems like
the one she was obsessed with as they
were for their professional qualifications.

Kay had seen Betty around, a middle
aged woman with grey hair and a reassur-
ingly solid figure. She thought it was
strange that, although they really didn't
know one another at all, here they were
on a first name basis. It seemed easier to
talk to someone named Betty than to
someone she would have to address with
an honorific.

""How old is Ruthie?"

"Fourteen."

"Had you talked to her about birth
control?"”

"No,"” Kay said miserably. "I kept
thinking I would when she seemed
interested in boys. I haven't seen her with
a boy, or noticed her on the phone with
one, for that matter. But somehow,
bringing it up out of the blue, I thought,
she might get insulted, or else take it as
permission to fool around. I guess the truth
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is, I kept putting it off because I'm not very
good with the subject.”

""Would you like me to talk to Ruthie?"

The idea had been tempting.

"Maybe later. I have to talk to her first.
I'm her mother, and I love her. But before
I talk to her, I want to know what options
she has."” :

""Well, basically, she has three. Have it
and keep it, have it and give it up, or have
an abortion.”

""She’'d be able to have an abortion?"

“Probably. We'd have to see how far
along she is. But at her age, I think we
could assume it."”

Lying in bed that night, her eyes gazing
blankly at the ceiling, Kay tried to sort out
the options. None of them seemed
palatable to her. How would Ruthie react?

A baby. Kay tried to imagine a baby in
the house, Ruthie its mother. Ruthie
continuing in school, Kay alone all day
with a new baby. 3

“Damn it! I don’t want to. I'm only
thirty-seven. I want my own life now."”
Fury with Ruthie rose up in her throat.
"'Stop it. Done is done. I should have given
her more information."

Grimly she tried to think out the other
options.

To have the baby and give it up. Her
mind'’s eye painted a picture of grim hands
yanking a baby from a hysterical Ruthie.

“Stop dramatizing’’ she told herself
sternly. But once you had your own baby
in your arms, how could you give it up?
And if Ruthie could, Kay asked herself,
could she? Could she give up her own
grandchild, flesh of her flesh, with her own
eyes or nose or fingers, never to know
where it was, whether alive or dead, rich
or poor, happy or unhappy?

A private arrangement? Someone they
already knew, perhaps, who might like a
baby? Even as the thought crossed her
mind, she knew how ridiculous it was.
Who would want to adopt a baby with a
mother and grandmother only too likely
to interefere or change their minds?

Finally, she forced herself to consider
abortion. In some ways, it seemed too
perfect. Nobody need ever know. Aha! She
trapped that thought. Was part of this the
old "what will the neighbours say?"
reaction? Was it sincere concern for Ruthie
and her future, or was there some ""how
could she embarrass us this way?"’

She knew that this was what she had to
deal with in herself before she could talk
to Ruthie. She had to be honest with
herself so she could be honest with Ruthie.

Tears leaked out of the corners of her
eyes and ran into her ears as she lay and
thought about the scene, almost twenty
years ago, now.

“"How dare you? How dare you do this
to us? Don't you care what your father’s
friends will say at work? Don’t you care
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what my friends will say every time I'm out
of the room?"’

“Don’t you care, Mother? Don't you care
about me? Don't you care that I'm hurt,
and scared, and I need you?'' Kay cried
silently to the ceiling, as she had cried
silently then, and later when she married
the boy she hardly knew, Ruthie’s father.
And Andy’s. And Joy’s.

Her mother had paid their way out of the
province to a ''new start’”’ where no one
knew her. How awful that had been, no
friends, no acquaintances, even, just her
and Michael and her stomach, growing
larger all the time.

Andy. How she had loved Andy. And
then Ruthie. And then Joy. Loved them
even as she had grown to furiously dislike
Michael. But she had been afraid when he
left them. How would she manage on her
own? How would she bring up three
children?

Welfare. The humiliation. The contempt.
The pain.

""Oh, I'm really wallowing in it,"" she
thought. Then, "'No. This is part of it. This
is part of what you have to work through,
this is part of what Ruthie could face if she
keeps the baby, you have to remember it.
Have to remember the hurt. Have to
remember how you had to beg for Ruthie’s
glasses, and then they were so ugly? How
would it have hurt for Ruthie to have
pretty glasses? And dental care.
Remember the humiliation of having your
children removed from free dental care
because Joy's teacher forgot to send her to
an appointment? And remember how
nobody cared about your teeth, and they
were all gone by the time you were twenty-
six? And now, at thirty-seven, you look

like you're fifty, and Roberta, who was
fifty, died last summer, and Pat died at
forty-eight. No. Option one is out. No
baby."’

Option two again. Give the baby up.
Well, she hadn’'t wanted to be pregnant
with Andy. Or Ruthie. Or Joy. But she could
not, physically could not, have given them
up. Even if someone had argued with her,
had said ""But it's for their own good. You
don’'t want them to grow up on welfare,
Their parents will be professional people,
with good salaries. They can have advan-
tages. Go to university."" She suspected
that, even then, she would have cried out
""But will they love them as I love them?
If they're professional people, will they
have time left in their busy lives for
children? Will they really want them
forever or will they get bored and change
their minds?"’

No. She had tried to make up for years
of Kraft Dinner with years of love, for
years of awful housing with years of
laughter.

Option three. Hadn't she tried to think
of option three before? What time was it?
She sat up in bed and switched on the
light. Only two o’clock. Hours left to think.
She walked down the hall to the
bathroom. After all these years, she still
left the bathroom light on all night, for the
kids. "I wonder,” she thought, "when I
live by myself, will I be able to sleep with
the bathroom light off?"

"You're hiding again. You don’'t want to
think about option three. But options one
and two are out. On the other hand, this
can't go by default. This has to be thought
out. You can't go to Ruthie with her
options without thinking about them all."”

She washed her face with cool water and
went back to bed. Back to lying gazing at
the ceiling in the dark. Abortion. Was it
or wasn't it?

""How do I know? How can I make that
decision? Am I God? Come on Kay, be
rational. You were prepared to be God on
the other options. Abortions. Could I have
had one? I don’'t know. Have any of my
friends had one? Yes. I know Laura had
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one. Do I feel revulsion when I think of
Laura? No. What can we deduce from this?
We deduce that I believe that Laura did not
believe she was committing murder. Do I
believe that she committed murder? No.
But that baby was not my flesh. If Ruthie
has an abortion, will I believe that she did
something wrong? No. Will I believe the
doctors did something wrong? No. Will I
believe that I did something wrong? Aha!
Well, so be it. I can live with that. Better
AL

Again, her brain unreeled pictures
before her. Headlines. Baby girl found in
freezing puddle. Baby found abandoned
on minister's lawn. Voices. Comments. "'I
hope they find the monster who would
leave her own baby to freeze in a puddle.”

And all Kay could see was little girls,
little fourteen and twelve year old girls,
scared little girls, bearing their babies
alone and in terror and guilt, and then
panicking and taking them and leaving
them somewhere, and running and crying,
as she was crying, crying for all the little
Ruthies and Kays, for all the babies, and
for all the mothers.

"I must stop this, I can’t cry when I talk
to Ruthie, I have to be calm, and reassur-
ing, to be loving. I'll stop crying in a
minute, but now I'm crying for all the
mothers, the mothers of the missing boys
and murdered girls, the mothers of the
Plaza Mayo in Argentina, the mothers of
the murdered children in B.C., the mothers
of children struck down by drunken
drivers and by disease, and the mothers
who could never have children.”

""And for you, mother."

At seven, when she went and sat on
Ruthie’s bed, she was calm. ¥
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OPINIONS

1 Farmers get Railroaded

The Federal Government is embarking on
a Federal Agri-Food Strategy. The idea is
to produce a raw product as cheaply as
possible (at the farmers’ expense), process
it as cheaply as possible, (at the labourers’
expense, usually women), and export it
into the world market (at the other ex-
porters loss), to increase our economic
stability.

Some feel, to be successful, agricultural
production must be deregulated to allow
free trade and private enterprise to thrive.

The Agri-Food Strategy intends to:

— deregulate transportation rates (Crow,
etc)

— deregulate marketing boards (Canadian
Egg Marketing Agencies, Canadian Dairy
Commission and Canadian Wheat Board)
— change public research into private
research

— introduce plant breeders rights

~ public research monies to go into
developing processed products rather than
into new plant species

— training farm managers for handling
farm labourers.

The government is willing to bow to
railroad company pressure to deregulate
freight rates. The Crows Nest Pass Agree-
ment guarantees farmers a set freight rate
of equal rates for equal distance for
moving grain to port. The rate has
allowed farmers to compete with other
countries in the world grain market.
Farmers legitimately hate the railroads for
their attempted swindles since the first
railroad was built in Canada.

Lost Income to Farmers

An increased freight rate devalues the
price of grain respectively. The removal of
the Crow, or increase of the freight rates
by 5.1 times would give the railroad
$522,938,800 annually directly from
prairie farmer's pockets.

Lost Income to Business

The wealth of business grows from
farmers’ spending. Should farmers' in-
come be further depreciated, yet more
businesses and farmers will be facing
bankruptcy. This limits availability of
goods and services and jobs, not to men-
tion the mental stress created.

Lost Jobs

The Pepin proposal will decrease, not in-
crease, jobs. As railroad centralization
occurs, branch lines are closed, elevators

national farmers union

by Jacie Skelton
Region No. 5 Co-ordinator
National Farmers Union

Jacie Skelton, Na-
tional Farmers
Union, urges the
Federal Govern-
ment to keep the
Crow freight rate.

closed, businesses lay-off unaffordable
staff, and we will see mass unemployment.
Lost Natural Resources

The Canadian Pacific Railway, which
has built an empire on free land, mineral
and lumber rights as well as cash grants
and subsidies, now wants control of the
“"Dominion Coal Blocks with reserves of
7.8B tonnes worth over $600 B. This coal
is locked in by the Crow’s Nest legislation.
Should the legislation be repealed, it will
be open to exploitation by private in-
terests, Fording Coal included”. Fording
Coal, just happens to be 60% Canadian
Pacific Enterprizes, and 40% Cominco.
Cominco is 54.4% Canadian Pacific
owned.

These natural resources could be better
used, than to line the pockets of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway.

Canadians must determine whether the
people or the corporates (railroads) should
control.

Such

legislation means the direct
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transfer of billions of dollars from the
Western people's pockets into railway
coffers.

Such legislation would give farm people
the right to work harder, longer hours to
survive. Women could work a little
longer, of course, for less money than men.
Because the farm household gets the
“extra'’ income after expenses, hard times
will dictate all income to the farm opera-
tion and very, very little to basics such as
improved housing, clothing and extras.

This is one of the greatest swindles at-
tempted in Canadian history.

The railroads (with the Canadian
Government's blessing) are willing to give
farm men and women, as well as the
Canadian taxpayers, the big Kiss-off.

It is our responsibility to tell Members
of Parliament to Keep The Crow, amalga-
mate the two railways, upgrade the system
through taking equity and run them as a
public utility. W




HERIZONS

CONSUMER WISE

A Radiating Controversy

Twenty years after its inception, food
irradiation is on the verge of moving to
commercial use in Canada. Food irradia-
tion is a process involving exposing or
‘zapping’ foods to "'low levels'’ of radia-
tion with Cobalt 60 gamma rays. This
technology can augment or serve as an
alternate to more traditional forms of food
processing—canning and freezing.

Cobalt is not naturally a radioactive
substance, with its atomic weight of 59,
but, the heavier, radioactive counterpart,
Cobalt 60 can be artifically produced by
bombarding Cobalt 59 with neutrons
inside a nuclear reactor. Cobalt 60 is a
highly radioactive isotope which emits
gamma rays.

Large scale food irradiation takes place
in shielded buildings in which the Cobalt
source is housed in a tank of water, (used
to shield radioactive effects). Food, crated
in wooden pallet boxes, moves by con-
veyor belt along a maze of shielding before
it reaches the radiation source. The cobalt
source is mechanically raised out of its
water bath and zaps the food with a
continuous stream of gamma rays, killing
bacteria and destroying enzymes. The food
then moves past on its way to the other
end of the building for storage or shipping.

Unlike other types of radiation, (alpha
and beta), gamma rays are not particles,
(they have no mass), rather, they are pure
energy, produced from nuclear disintegra-
tion, and are capable of travelling great
distances at high speeds. Thus thick
shielding is required to stop the penetra-
tion of gamma rays, whereas thinner
shielding is required to stop slower alpha
and beta rays. This allows the food to be
irradiated after it has been packaged.

Radiation technology has been in place
in other industries. Prepackaging and
radiation sterilization of medical and lab
supplies has risen from 15% of the market
during the 60’'s to 25% during the 70’s,
and is projected to reach 60% by the end
of the 80's. Other uses from shorter,
slower types of radiation, most notably
X-rays have been in medical use since
1920, and radiotherapy since 1945.
Radiation is also used by the pharma-
ceutical and cosmetic industries, and can
be used to control the micro and macro-
biological quality of sewage for recycling.

Gamma radiation represents a whole
new revolution in food production and
processing. Experiments with food irradia-
tion have shown that a low dose of
irradiation of seeds prior to planting
simulates plant growth, causes early
maturity and increases yield.
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Insect infestation has been estimated to
consume 20-25% of the world's food
crops. Insect control has largely depended
on the use of powerful chemical pesticides.
An alternate method of insect control is to
breed a large number of the pests in cap-
tivity, render them sexually sterile with
gamma radiation, and release them into
the environment. When these insects inter-
breed with the non-irradiated insects, no
offspring are produced..

The application of the technology to food
preservation and treatment is far
reaching. A product's shelf life can be ex-
tended for at least a week when gamma
processed. Irradiation kills the dividing
cells in products such as potatoes and
onions, thus inhibiting the sprouting of
root crops. Irradiation slows the ripening
of soft fruits (tomatoes) which can lead to
less food spoilage. Spoilage can also be
lessened by reducing or eliminating
bacteria, moulds, fungi which can grow on
non-irradiated foods. Spoilage accounts
for an estimated loss of 25-30% of the
world’s food supply.

Claims that reducing food spoilage will
be a means of decreasing world hunger
have been used as a partial justification
for food irradiation. This would however,
represent a shift in the current practice.
Food surpluses are not necessarily being
sent to the third world. Rather, production
is decreased, as evidenced by the U.S.
attitude of paying large sums of money to
farmers to take acreage out of production.

Extending shelf life of products also
allows products to reach a greater market.
For example:

| 1.In central and western markets, fresh

fish caught by Atlantic fishers can be
irradiated and continued to be sold in the
fresh state a few days or a week later.
Fresh fish have a higher market value.
2. Northern communities could have
access to foods not now provided due to
a limited shelf life.

As a corollary to increasing the shelf life,
meat, poultry, fish, and other perishable
foods could be stored indefinitely, (accord-
ing to the industry) if the molds, bacteria
which contaminate them are sterilized
through irradiation. Foods could be
hermetically sealed (in plastic containers)
and then given a massive dose of irradia-
tion which would be sufficient to kill all
known micro-organisms, most notably
those causing salmonella, food poisoning.
This process could be an alternate to the
use of sodium nitrite in cured meats, and
could radically reduce the amount of con-
taminated poultry (estimated at 60%) on
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‘NFB Film. .

“"Laughter in My Soul.’

The National Film Board of Canada has
once again proven its worth as a nurturer
of Canadian culture with the release this
spring in Winnipeg of Laughter in My
Soul—The Story of a Cartoon Folk Hero and
His Creator. Written and directed by
Winnipeg-born film-maker Halya Kuchmij,
this thirty minute documentary tells the
story of 90 year old Ukrainian Canadian
Jacob Maydanyk and his cartoon
characater, Shteef Tabachniuk. Maydanyk
moved to Winnipeg in 1911, one of some
200,000 immigrants who came to
Western Canada from the Ukraine before
World War 1. Laughter in My Soul is also
the story of these people.

Using rare archival film and photos, and
narration by John Colicos, the film begins
by describing the situation that prompted
this first major wave of Ukrainian
emigration to Western Canada. In the
early 1900'’s, the Ukraine had one of the
lowest standards of living in the world.
Most people lived in extreme poverty,
toiling the earth for absentee landlords.
Promised free land and the chance to
prosper in Canada, they emigrated by
the thousands.

the Canadian market. Poultry producers
want to reduce the amount of contamina-
ted products to 5% and it is likely that this
industry could be one of the first major
commercial application of gamma pro-
cessing in Canada. Of course, Salmonella
is irradicated during cooking. So the con-
sumer can control food poisoning to a cer-
tain extent by proper cooking and careful
storing of salmonella prone products
(milk, uncured meats, fish, eggs). A free
publication on how to avoid food poison-
ing is available from the Health Protection
Branch of Health and Welfare Canada at
269 Main Street, Winnipeg R3C 1B2 or at
949-5434.

What is the cost of food irradiation? The
Nuclear industry projects it to be a cost-
effective process and expects irradiated
foods to be cheaper than frozen and can-
ned foods. Other sources suggest that the
cost for both irradiation and other forms
of food treatment are on the same order
of magnitude.

What does irradiation do to the taste,
texture, and nutritional content of foods?
There are conflicting reports on whether
there is any difference in taste and texture.
The nuclear industry claims that proper
dosages of radiation does not change the
taste or texture. There is some evidence
however, that some nutrients are lost in
the process of irradiation. High dose
treatments cause measurable losses of

Sharon Reilly
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Halya Kuchmij wrote and directed Laughter
in My Soul.

some vitamins (akin to the losses in can-
ning). The nuclear industry claims that
gamma processing leaves the foods safe
and not radioactive. That it is a process
for preserving foods and not an additive.
A process does not need to be labeled, but
an additive does.

The nuclear industry is reluctant to
have irradiated foods labeled due to
perceived consumer mistrust of the
nuclear field and its techniques. They do
not want to risk any setbacks in bringing
gamma radiation process to Canada, as
acceptance of food irradiation is very
important for the now struggling nuclear
industry. It represents a new market. Food
irradiation is particularily important in
Canada because Canada has pioneered the
use of Cobalt as an energy source and the
development of radiation techniques.
Atomic Energy of Canada LTD. produces
95% of the world's Cobalt.

There are other questions that need to
be answered before the public can make
an informed decision. They included:

1. Are we SURE treated foods are not at
all radioactive?
2. Is there any hazard to workers in the
processing plants?
3. Does the food contain any toxic sub-
tances after processing?
4. Are there any standards for food
irradiation, and will there be enforced
legislation to protect consumers?
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The men came out first with the inten-
tion to save enough money to buy their
families’ passage to the new land. Jacob
Maydanyk was one of these young men.
Unlike most of them, though, he had a
good education, including some art train-
ing. He planned to finance further studies
in Paris with his savings. But as
Maydanyk and the others soon learned,
the hardships of their life in the Ukraine
were not to be so easily forgotten in
Canada.

The film describes the subjugated role
forced upon European immigrants by the
small English-speaking elite that
dominated Winnipeg's social, political and
economic life, The Ukrainians were
relegated to the least fertile homesteads
‘and employed in low paying, labour inten-
sive jobs. Uprooted from their homes and
thrown into a vastly different society
where they were often scorned and
exploited, this first generation of Ukrai-
nian Canadians experienced serious social
and economic problems.

Though better equipped to adapt than
most of his fellow emigrées, Maydanyk
was unable to "'get rich quick” as planned.

5. Will irradiated foods be labeled as such,
and will there be alternatives to irradiated
foods?
6. Has enough research been done in
testing the nutritional content of irradiated
foods?
7. What are the long term and cumulative
effects of eating irradiated foods?
8. What if certain bacteria are Killed
leaving it wide open for:

a) new genetically superior strains?

b) old formerly considered harmless
bacteria to become harmful?
9. Is the water that the Cobalt source sits
in radioactive? How and where are the
additional radioactive wastes from the
processing disposed of?
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This and his concern for his fellow Ukrai-
nians led him to remain in Manitoba.
Maydanyk worked at first as a labourer,
teaching English to his companions and
helping the many who were illiterate to
read and write letters home, Later he
taught school children in Gimli, and
resumed painting and iconography.
Throughout this portion and the rest of the
film, archival documentation gradually is
replaced with photos of Maydanyk's work,
his family album, as well as clips from an
interview and other scenes filmed in 1979,

With the outbreak of World War I, the
position of Ukrainian Canadians suddenly
worsened. They were labelled as ''enemy
aliens’’ or "'foreign scum’’. Many lost their
jobs and some 6,000 were unjustly in-
terned. Maydanyk was dismissed from his
teaching post and saw his textbooks
burned at the steps of the Manitoba
Legislature.

In an effort to amuse his troubled
people and to develop a forum to reflect
their social and political circumstances,
Maydanyk created his cartoon hero, Shteef
Tabachniuk. A humourous and somewhat
cantankerous character, portrayed as a
Ukrainian Canadian, Shteef faced the
same problems and experienced the same
joys as the artist's readers.

It is significant that Shteef's trademark
was the "'dulia’’—a hand gesture made by
clenching one's fist with the thumb pro-
truding from between the first two fingers.
Not unlike today's raised, clenched fist,
which signifies workers' solidarity around
the world, the ""dulia’ was for centuries
the Ukrainian people’s symbol of defiance,
meaning "I existed, I exist, and I will
exist"'.

Here the film comes alive with
Maydanyk's cartoons. Within these strips
every subject from the Ukrainian workers’
ill-treatment at the hands of the railroad
bosses to the changing relations between
men and women in the new Canadian
setting.

Although the narrator suggests that
Maydanyk is an enigma—"‘Some call him
socialist. Some say he's Catholic . . . (or)
Orthodox . . . (or) an aetheist’’ —it is clear
where the artist’'s sympathies lie both in
these cartoons and when we see his paint-
ing of Christ, portrayed as a worker,
carrying a crucifix of railway ties.

This writer would like to have heard
more about Jacob Maydanyk's world view,
especially since he is still living in
Winnipeg and able to tell us about himself.

JACOB MAYDANYK

'\
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Shteef’s trademark was the "‘dulia’’—a hand
gesture made by clenching one's fist with
the thumb protruding from between the first

two fingers ... the Ukrainian people's
symbol of defiance.

One wonders, for instance, who made up
the 'small group of young intellectuals’’
who published the monthly Ukrainian
broadsheet that carried Maydanyk's car-
toons? We are told that these newspapers
regularly attacked Winnipeg's political,
business and religious leaders, but from
what social and political perspective?
Admittedly, no one film can begin to tell
the full story of the Ukrainian experience

in Canada. That, Kuchmij explained in an
interview, was in part why she also pro-
duced The Strongest Man in the World
(Kino Films Ltd., 1979—distributed by the
National Film Board of Canada). This half-
hour documentary features another extra-
ordinary Ukrainian Canadian, an 80 year
old strongman-magician from Olha,
Manitoba. Kuchnij also is planning a third
film, Soldier Blue, which will focus on a
young Canadian Ukrainian of the 1980s.

Kuchnij says she did not set out to make
a "political film" with Laughter in My
Soul. Rather, the “'story of working class
struggle’’ had to be told to explain Shteef's
existence and to counter the "'myth of the
happy Ukrainian"" who came to Canada
penniless and found prosperity.

In making both Laughter in My Soul and
The Strongest Man in the World, Kuchmij
also was searching for her own identity.
The daughter of Ukrainian immigrants of
the Second World War era, Kuchmij has
for years suppressed a conflict within
herself between the pulls of her own tradi-
tional culture and those of modern Cana-
dian society.

While sympathetic to feminist concerns
Kuchmij feels she has never been dis-
criminated against as a woman, despite
working in an overwhelmingly male-
dominated industry. Indeed, talent, hard
work and a tough single-mindedness have
resulted in a highly successful career.

At 32, though, Kuchmij is now question-
ing the unbalanced lifestyle that she feels
has allowed her to advance. Like many
professional women of the Eighties who
spent their twenties establishing their
careers, Kuchmij would also like to have
children and she knows that time is run-
ning out.

However she resolves this dilemma the
film-maker, now a Toronto-based resear-
cher for CBC's The Journal, can take pride
in her achievements to date. In Laughter
in My Soul Halya Kuchmij and her co-
workers have produced a most informative
and enjoyable film. It not only documents
the life of an important Ukrainian hero,
Jacob Maydanyk (and his cartoon char-
acter Shteef), it answers a resounding 'yes’
to its own question of whether the events
of the early 20th century matter to today's
young Ukrainian Canadians. They matter,
as well, to the rest of Canadian society.
Laughter in My Soul makes an important
contribution to the struggle to ensure that
this part of our history is not lost or
tempered with time. W
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Maid of the North:

Katherine Szadkowska

The Maid of the North: Feminist Folk Tales
From Around the World Ethel Johnson
Phelps. [llustrations by Lloyd Bloom. Holt,
Rinehart and Winston: Owl Edition, 1982.
The tales in The Maid of the North present
the reader with ''girls and women who
take action to solve a problem posed by
the plot often using cleverness or shrewd
common sense’’. Ethel Johnston Phelps
spent three years in Toronto and New York
libraries reading thousands of fairy and
folk tales in a search for written materia
depicting strong, resourceful heroines
Women in many traditional tales are not
heroic in the least, rather they are por-
trayed as meek and helpless (Good) or
calculating and vengeful (Evil).

Phelps offers us twenty-one folk tales
from seventeen ethnic cultures. The tales
are retold to reflect the author’s sense of
what makes a good story, and chosen to
depict not only courageous heroines, but
humane heroes as well. There remain a
few bothersome details, common in tradi-
tional tales: the over-abundance of court-
ship themes, the choice of ""he’" for most
animals and animated characters, and the
use of "'man’’ and ''mankind” in reference
to human beings. However, the uniqueness
of the truly heroic female protagonist and
the variety of tales in which feminine in-
telligence, virtue, and strength are il-
lustrated, will make The Maid of the North
an inspiration to women of all ages.

When I was young, say nine or ten, I had
a small collection of Greek myths,
especially edited for children. I devoured
these tales and recalled them many times
over the years since. They did not inspire
me to be active, independent, and brave.
Rather they told me of beautiful, posed
"heroines’’ who were at the mercy of cruel,
lustful gods and cruel, jealous goddesses.
Reading the stories in The Maid of the
North, made me feel almost resentful not
to have had such heroines in my youth,
until I realized it's never too late.

Many of the tales are full of demons,
trolls, ogres, monsters, magic spells, and
life-threatening situations. I would suggest
a person sift through before reading to
very young children. One reason is the
frightening aspects of some tales, but |
another consideration is that some are too |
complex and lengthy. There are about six
stories suitable for very young children.
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Fabulous Feminist Fables

My three-year old is particularly fond of | the one w!o wants ger. an! Ee s!“ls an!

the Japanese tale '"'The Old Woman and
the Rice Cakes''. The blue-scaled, three-
eyed Oni (ogres) don't seem to scare her
as much as the woman's escape impresses
her. I paraphrase, dramatize, and gloat
with glee, as I describe the old woman's
bravery and fast thinking. When Krystyna
made a drawing of the story at her day
care, she was surprised to find that her
teacher had titled it ''Three Little Cakes’'.
That the teachers and other children were
unfamiliar with this great story was
something she could not fathom!

More delightful bedtime appetizers are
"The Stars in the Sky’', about a young
girl’s journey in search of the stars; ''The
Giant’'s Daughter’’, about a young giant's
first encounter with the small villagers;
and "'Bending Willow'’, about a girl's suc-
cessful attempt to rescue her people from
a mysterious affliction.

It is a joy and relief to read without
having to feel the frustration one gets from
not only the absence of confident, assert-
ive heroines, but also from the profusion
of docile maidens, wicked spinsters, and
messages that men offer women freedom
while women seek to oppress each other.
If you think you don’t know the feeling,
you can remind yourself by re-reading
"Snow White''. The only other female
character is truly an "other, having an
enemy relationship with Snow White from
day one, and preoccupying herself with the
suspension (rather than the destruction) of
Snow White's vitality. After that, the title
story from The Maid of the North is re-
juvenating. The courtship theme is there,
but the maid and her mother are not
enemies, the maid is not obliged to wed

cleverness of the maid are displayed again
and again as she solves dilemmas and
maintains her independence. Unlike Snow
White, the maid suspects the world and
speaks of the drudgery expected of wives,
the very drudgery Snow White cheerfully

.undertakes in the home of the dwarves.

Although courtship is a common theme,
the women in the tales retain their in-
dependence throughout the male-female
encounters. The women refuse or accept
a suitor according to their own desires. In
"Gawain and the Lady Ragnell”’, King
Arthur must answer a question to save his
life. The correct answer is offered in
exchange for marriage with a willing
groom, and since the bargain is proposed
by a grotesque, trollish woman, the king
is uneasy at the prospect of explaining the
terms to his most loyal knight, Gawain.
However, Gawain agrees to the bargain,
so long as the answer provided is correct
and will avert the threat to the king's life.
The riddle is, ""What is it that women most
desire, above all else?’’ The answer offered
by the woman is, '"What a woman desires
above all else is the power of
sovereignty—the right to exercise her own
will."" It is the correct answer, and also the
principle by which Lady Ragnell is re-
leased from an evil spell.

Folk tales are full of morality, but if the
character of woman is portrayed as only
functional, secondary, and/or decorative,
how can we present them as exemplary to
our daughters (and sons)? Anthologies like
The Maid of the North give us a chance to
redress the imbalances created by the
misogyny of most children’s literature, and
most mythology. W

(ounselling and Hypnotherapy LBIAYSrch'tSHEALTH
for . .. stress, pain, weight control, NUTRITIONAL

THERAPY CENTRE

NUTRITIONAL & SKIN CARE COUNSELLING
FOR ANYONE OF ANY AGE.

*| hour, private weekly visits ® suggested exercise
program © development of positive mental at-
titude ® prevention and/or treatment of skin care
problems. ® Improve your health.

Call Florence at 284-9249 or visit The Nutritional
Therapy Centre at 525 Kylemore Ave., Winnipeg.

migraines, compulsive habits
(smoking), pre-menstrual syn-
drome, and school studies.

For more information call:
Fuesser-Rosenberg Consultants

452 Brock St. 489-3497

JULY
43




i ——

HERIZONS

REVIEWS

Zarkeen:creating in caves. . .

birthing patriarchy

Zarkeen, the novel by Pegeen Brennan is
about women dreaming, creating,
discovering, eating, painting, transform-
ing, gestating, changing, singing, pound-
ing, carving and birthing. Its about the
experience of our foremothers living in a
cave; an ancient room of their own. And
yet, I was frustrated.

Zarkeen appears in print during a
period when feminist spirituality through
women philosophers like Mary Daly,
Susan Griffin and Barbara Demming of-
fers to women a means of subverting the
patriarchal language of order and
domination and of creating a language
which vindicates those very subversive
and transformative powers of women. At
the outset, Pegeen Brennan describes, con-
sistent with the vision of Mary Daly, a
"'"new space’’, a cave, wher:

hunters, the men, are /never

the "two |gifts of warmth a

feeds on wood; and a "‘black self'’, the en- Z i

croaching dark. In turn, Fire creates for the
people (the women) "‘a white self’’, the visi-
ble body: And ''a black self'’, their body's
shadow. /The cave, this '"'new space”
becomey/ the source of language for Bren-
nan. Zaru's body becomes a network of
“'the twin caves of her nose"’, 'the caves
of her/ears’’, ""the caves of her eyes'’ and
"her mouth cave’. The power of Brennan's
langyage even eliminates the usual
patriarchal distinction between the mother
and‘the developing fetus. The birthing pro-
ss is described as ''the bursting forth of
he white self'’. This linguistic power is
exciting and I even began to invent with
it, though I did run into some dilemmas.
Do the letters printed by my Selectric
typewriter represent the “white'self” or the
“'black self’* of the ro?mfg typeface ball?

Brigitte Sutherland
A R A
into a women's culture, a woman-defined
region of imagination. Yet, it is at this
point, in learning the language and
understanding its dimensions, that, in
Brennan's own words, "'the clouds of fear
came to my head'' as "'the white self of the
words did not fly to (my) eyes."
Brennan's own creation of language
mirrors the creative process discovered by
Zaru as she learns to draw upon the cave
walls. Nevertheless, the novel slowly com-
municates a foreboding sense that par-
ticipating in this self-conscious process
leads to a separation from the other
women and the entire structure of their
lives. Zaru vividly experiences the image
of d of horses, or in her language,
args) She understands this vision as
ing unique to herself and thereby caus-
isconnection from the people (the
women) and their past. Brennan later
describes a before-time where the people
could fook into eac(l;(ot‘ﬁé thoughts. Now
they /were losing tHis ability because of
these newly discovered potvers of artistic
expression. In fact, Zaru thinks to herself,
X (the k:?lg;gs) are my own
perhaps my/dreams will be stronger."
As Zary uses he%dream power to find
eat for her/people the problem of

ce. The legend of her god-
man, and the creation of the
d the hunters from distinctly
materials formulates a consum-
ing prgblem. Zaru begins to envision what

ters will discover the "'great clearing”’

of their own legends and thus bring down
a catac Dﬁl%;etwl .

Here, my frustration grew considerably
as I realized that Brennan, havifg given
Zaru the strength of-vision to see the ap-
proach,ing/pﬁarchy. in turn, blames her
L for drawing the hunters on the wall of the
birthing cave; for bringing on the
cataclysm. The author’'s own language,
while symbolising an organic wholeness
to these women's lives becomes, ironically,
a mistake; flawed in its independence of

To read the vel necessitates
philosophical Faﬁe“ment. The language

acts as a kind of passage, a journeying

the men.
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I watched, as in an act of generosity the
women in the cave decide for the future to
make men their social equals. Where the
generosity ends and their fear takes over
is difficult to sort out. This decision con-
tradicts the nature of their own language
which suggests that the women held in
respect a power-from-within rather than
a power-over; even over men. The
language which Brennan so meticulously
fabricated is further under-cut when the
novel finishes by strongly making Zaru's
child the source of (rather than just
another facet) of all these women's
creative discoveries. Suddenly, Zaru
decides that the old women, no longer in-
terested in sex, were to blame for keeping
the people apart from the hunters. Even
the very fact that the legend of the Ice
Woman made the people dependent upon

the hunters for their "‘joy’’ (their sexual- |

ity), functions as an additional rationale
that the women were always destined to
live with the men. Finally, her child is a
male. His name Zarkeen, is a previously
unheard of combination of the people’s
and the hunters’' names. He will go on to
unite everybody. To me this concluding
linguistic compromise only heralded the
destruction of the women's language.

Through Zarkeen Brennan attempts to il-
lustrate how a self-conscious creation of
art, of language, necessarily brings about
a disconnection from others. Yet, the very
fact that the author received her inspira-
tion for the book while exploring the caves
of France links her to the experience of
other women who are similiarly looking
for their own unique spirituality. Many
women have made pilgrimages to caves
to enact within these spaces their own in-
dividual rituals as a way of connecting
with ancient females' sources of healing
and power.

The cave for many women philosophers
like Susan Griffin is a source of history,
of visions, and of identity as women.
Although Brennan experienced Zarkeen as
an individual fantasy, it represents an ad-
dition to women’s communal search to
create a new language. When women are
seeking out and fighting for their own
space to dream, to create and to transform,
it is just too much to accept from this
author that we learn a new language S0
we, as women, can adopt a different myth
of a male saviour, even one named Zar-
keen V¥
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Splitting-Up Pensions

In 1978, The Marital Property Act of
Manitoba made pension benefits
shareable at marriage breakdown for the
first time in Manitoba. Unfortunately, in
1981 the Manitoba Court of Appeal in the
case of Isbister v. Isbister dealt a death
blow to the new law. This case was
widely interpreted to mean that because
no one would ever purchase a private pen-
sion plan, it was impossible to put a price
on it for the purpose of sharing its value
in a division of marital property.

However, the provincial government
recently passed new legislation providing
that pensions are to be shared even though
they could not be considered a ''market-
able item”’. Pensions are now considered
"family assets’’ which means that it is
almost impossible to persuade a court that
there should be other than a 50/50 shar-
ing of its value. They are considered
family assets because typically it is
employment income which would other-
wise be used for family purchases which
is being instead put into a fund for the
future benefit of one spouse only.

In sharing the value of a pension, it is
not necessary to physically divide it by
removing some of the benefits. For
example, if your spouse’s pension is worth
$10,000.00 and you also have a car
worth $10,000.00, you could agree to
have the car transferred into your name
and let the pension remain in the name of
your spouse. You can be as creative as the
situation requires.

Valuation of the pension is sometimes
rather difficult and even the judges have

Jennifer Cooper, Lawyer
Newman, MacLean

not been uniform in their recommenda-
tions for method of valuation. To some
extent this will depend on the type of
private pension plan to be shared. It may
be a money purchase plan involving
fixed employer and employee contribu-
tions or a defined benefit plan based on
any one of several formulas. Simply
calculating half of the accumulated
employee contributions often results in a
value much lower than its "real” value
which can only be determined by actuarial
evidence. Sometimes the cash surrender
value upon termination of employment is
used and this can be a convenient figure
if the pension is vested.

These pensions can run into the
thousands of dollars, especially when an
employee has worked for a company for
many years.

Another area which is underutilized is
in connection with the splitting of Canada
Pension Plan benefits. Presently, only 3%
of women separating or seeking divorce
apply for this sharing, possibly because
they are unaware of their rights.

If you lived together for a minimum of
36 consecutive months during the mar-
riage, you can apply upon divorce to
divide equally the pension credits earned
by your spouse during the marriage.
Application must be made within 3 years
of the divorce or annulment. This is in-
tended to provide some financial protec-
tion to the spouse who worked in the home
and could not contribute to Canada Pen-
sion or who had lower earnings during the
marriage.

Both parties are notified of the results
of the application and receive a statement
of earnings credited to them before and
after the division. The period for which the
credits are divided begins in January of the
year the marriage began, or on January I,
1966, whichever is later, and ends in
December of the year prior to that in which
the marriage ended or cohabitation
ceased.

The main point is to remember to
apply. If you have made lesser contribu-
tions than your spouse, or none at all, then
you may benefit greatly from taking ad-
vantage of splitting Canada Pension Plan
benefits. W
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Goddesses never
die. They slip in
and out of the
world’s cities, in
and out of our
dreams, century
after century,
answering to dif-
ferent names,

dressed differently,

perhaps even
disguised, perhaps
idle and
unemployed, their
official altars
abandoned, their
temples feared or
simply

forgotten. . .

Phyllis Chesler,
Women and
Madness

(And she understood that without light, the plankton can-
not live and from the pages of this book she also read
that the animal life of the oceans, and hence our life,
depends on the plankton and thus the turbulence of the
sea for survival.) By her own words we are brought to our
own lives, and are overwhelmed by our feelings which we
had held beneath the surface for so long. And from what
is dark and deep within us, we say tyranny revolts us; we

will not kiss the rod.

Susan Griffin,
Woman and Nature
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Winnipeg Anti-Cruise Walk for Peace 1983
Puppets conceived from peaceful women everywhere, physicahscd by James Vitti;

photos by Brigitte Sutherland.
f
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Tidalwoman

This is a song for gorgons—

Whose dreaded glances in fact
can bless.

The men who would be gods we

turn

Not to stone but to mortal flesh
and blood and bone.

If we could stare them into
accepting this,

The world could live at peace.

Barbara Deming)|

Gorgons

excerpt from A Song




BUY, SELL OR TRADE
NEW & USED ITEMS.

IN TOWN — 7000 SQ. FEET.

B No time or space for a yard, basement or
garage sale? Let us sell your item(s) for you
on consignment.

B Make us an offer when buying an item.

B Pick-up and delivery service (at low rates).

B If you don't see it, ask for it!

POSSIBLY THE LARGEST GARAGE SALE

Some Of The Things People
Have Consigned To Us:
Designer Clothes, Used

Clothes, Furniture, Couches,
Tables, Dressers, Chairs,
Carpets, Dining Room,
Clocks, Watches, Paintings,
Pictures, Lamps, Books,
Games, Baby Needs, Toys,
Fridges, Stoves, Washers,
Dryers, Microwave Ovens,
Radios, TV’'s, Computers,
Video, Audio, Tapes,
Glassware, Dishes, Kitchen-
ware, Attic Treasures, Some

Supplies, Mailing Equipment,
Typewriters (If Interested:

Rental), Desks, Bikes,

ware, Electrical, Auto
Accessories, Occasionally
Canned Goods, Jewellery,
Burglar Alarms, Odds and
Ends, And Much, Much,
More .

Antiques, Office Equipment &

Rent to Own Plan, or Straight

Sporting Goods, Paint, Hard-
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JOIN US FOR COFFEE AT £ | w

MARSHEL DISTRIBUTORS o | L REGENT AVENUE N EEDSS ROAOR
@ 1406 Plessis Road. 2 -
g KILDONAN PLACE g
2 2 2-2 7 94 2 [l Jconsiana- &
SALE a
Hours: Mon 10-8 Tues. & Wed. 10-6 — g
Thurs 10-8 Fri. 12-8 Sat. 9-5 L - g

RAVELSTON




Bt

A Super Special Price for a Super Special
Concert in Minneapolis!

WILLIE NELSON &
KENNY LOGGINS

Aug. 26-27-28-1983
COMPLETE PACKAGE TOUR ONLY

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK ALL TOURS INCLUDE:
A_SPECIAL WEEKEND FOR YOURSELF CALL: (% o e b 5 e ion
0 (204) 775-0786

¢ first class hotel accommodation
(204) 786-1794 * top notch concert seating

o 7 ¢ breakfast special
d% * pre-show parties

R e ERT
BC TOURS PRO SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
201-246 Toronto Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3G 152




