We the Concerned Aborigiviul women met occasiomally in different
aree's to discuss the occupation of the Department of Indian Affairs
buiZding in Vancouver, because of the proverty omn our reserve level,
of the situation we Indian people have to‘live through every day.
The Department of Indian Affairs would of made it impossible Lor
us 2f they knew what we were planning.

When we enzered the Department of Indian Affairs building
Walchli used every measures of his power to remove us by labeling
us &s a organization or band. The familar tactic's of D.I.A. ,
which is to divide and conquer.

Through ouz the week there were threats of court injuction,
thrcugh that time the women work together discussing and sticking
to cur demands.

The government sent Senator Ray Perrault only state they only
wanted six of us women to go to Ottawa to discuss our grievances
on condition the rest of the women vacant the building.

We the concerned aborignal women of the land, our demands
were, 1) Mr. Fred Walchli's resignation as the director general,
(Fred Walcﬂli is the head boss of Indian Affairs in B.C.) 2) A full
scale independent public inquiry of the Department of Indian Affairs
administration ZIn B.C., and 3) A meeting with John Munro, the
minister of Indian Affairs in order that he could see the truth about
his B.C. regional office and Ottawa Headquarter Bureaucrats.

Our results during the occupation were:

1) Brought out supporters from those Bands dissatisfied with

the Department of Indian Affairs.

2) Problems were exposed of being hurt and the suffering

caused by D.I.A.
3) Expressed desire to control our own lives.
4) Personal development and group growth happened.

5) Inspired Indian people and Non-Indians by our courage,

respect, caring and discipline.
6) Exposecd police and government (& courts) justice system.

7) Followed directions of elders and observed traditional

decision making process.
8) Exposed government insensitivity and self interest.

9) Began the process of rooting the movement into the

communizy.




CONCERNED ABORIGINAIL WOMEN

COURT DATES

"August 4/81" - Al in Room #101

l. Eileen Pierre: Tel: 894-6989
2. Harry Schooner: H: 799-5562

3. Terri Williams : 3. 894-6659; 6331

4. Dorothy Jeff: Tel: 255-8892; 668-
3035

5. Frank Rivers ¥¢9-£%9¢

"August 5/81" - All in Rm. #101
Except A. Pootlass
Rm: 306: 10:00 a.m.

6. Gina Adolph: 985-1550

7. Lillian Basil: 253-4850; W: 684-
. 0231

8. Mancy David: 847-2521

9. Archie Pootlass: 684-0231

10. Theresa ann Williams: 894-6647

"August 6/81" - All in Room #101

1l . Donra Lee Basil: H: 253-4850&

1l . Steven Basil: W: 934-0231, 253-4850
13. Cheryl Billy :; Te:: 985-3054

14.- Isabel Deom: Tel: 679-3295

1 . Jack Lewis: Tel: 221-1385

1 . Duane Howard ; Te_: 253-4850

1 . Jerrv Jack: Tel: 668-3035

1 . Edna Paul

"August 7/81" - All in Room #101

1l . Nora Narcisse ;: Tel: 679-3780
Derek Wilson : me:: 733-5853

21. Fay Wilson: Tel: 731-2257

" August 10/81" - 2Al1l in Room 101

22. Della Denault: Tel: 679-8107
23. Maynard Denault; Tel: 679-8107

24. Mary Joseph: Tel: 894-6810

"Augugt 10/81 (CONT.)

25. Brenda Schooner : Tel: 799-5562
26. Melvin Seymour : Tel: 372-9575

27. Mary Wallace: Tel: 894-6810

"August 11/81" - All in Room 101

28. Hubert Jim: Tel: 894-6168
29. Nora Pascal: Tel: 894-6164
30. Eunice Sam: Tel: 894-6394
3l. Dinah Schooner : Tel: 799-5453

32. Rose Whitley: Tel: 251-5689

"August 12/81 - All in Room 101

33. Karen Anderson : Tel: 799~5453

34. Leonard Anderson: Tel: 799-5453

35. Mitzi Billy: Tel: 985-3054

36. Wayne Christian: Tel: 839-6496

37. Faye Edgar : Tel: 799-5989

38. Wendy Gabriel: Tel: 894-6394

39. Ethel Gardner: Tel: 987-9824
lorna Hof

40. Wet. Keekoleemo : Tel: 437-5972

41. Mary Michel: Tel:

42. Philip Paul: Tel: 684-0231

"August 13/81" - All in Room 101

43. Inez Dan: Tel: 894-6891

44. Iris Dan: Tel: 894-6891

45. Robin Henry: Tel: 684-0231

46. Bernadine James : Tel: 894-6394
47. Gay Williams: Tel: 894-6635

48. Mary Louise Williams : 894~6394
49. Louise Williams: 894-6635
50. Sylvia Woods: 685-9748; 684-0231

"August 14/81" - All in Room 101

51. Katherine McCreary: 435-6208
52. Sally Norris; 437-5972
53. Bridget Pascal: 894-6394
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There will be 2 RALLEY at the Brittania Center in Vancouver on

ﬁigizs_igé_gggggfgéil on August 9th, 1981 from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m., organized =y the Aborignal Women who occupied the D.T.A.
building. The reasons why are to inform people at the band level
and other citizers. We will be discussing our demands, explaining
what we are go-ncz to do now, and what the support groups can do

to help us.
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Kamloops Pow-wow August 14,15, 1l6th, 1981
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There will be a cathering in Kamloops on August 17th’, 1981 at
the residential school, orgainized by the Aborignal Women. We
incourage all corcerned aborignal women to attend.

We are still starnding by our demands.

Fhrhkhkhhhhkhhhhhddhhhdhhhhhhkhhrhkhkhdhx

Bella Coola Const-tuation Express Potlatch August 24-27/81

ERFRRIRIRIKRIA KRR kb hkhhhkhdkdhxhkhxhhkx

Williams Lake Constituation Express Potlatch August 29-31/81

Erxkkkkkhhkkkhkhhkkhdhhhhhhkhhixhkdhhkrhhkkx



When we entered the D.I.A. office w2 asked the staff and Walchli to leave.
The Zirst night many women spoke and exp_ained why they were there. My proolem.
seemed so little compaired to others. But by thé time night was over and the
days that came ahead, it was clear that we were STATING that we want and will
take control of our own lives. As long as we don't take ccntrol of own life that
the government w21l set us up and tell us where to live and how to live. We
must stand strong as people: In many wavs we must develop cur own skills and

be distinct and to coatinue to keep our _and as Aborinigal people.

We must knew our Language, songs, dances.
and the laws,

the arts, the Zlag, our history.

But to become self-sufficient we must except some of the white mans ways
such as skills of bringing food into the community as we can not live off the
land as we traditiomal did.

We can use thelr tools to take care of our health and many others ways.

But we must use 11 their tools to advance us as Indian people. We must not

carry their weakness with us.

by Joyce Willard

WASHNG 2LACK oSS,
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First of all, - would like to tell you all the reason I
attended and fully supported the Concerned Aboriginal Women
occupation of the Department of Indian &ffairs, physically,
spiritually, and emotionally, on July 27, 1981.

I nave been attending meetings that have been held at the
provincial level for the last year and half, the more meetings
I attended the more clearly it was pointed out that the

Dept. Of Indian Affairs was playing games with our leaders,

by buying the Zeaders cff, using OUR money. The leaders that
cculd not be bought off were the ones that suffered more,
because the money was used to buy off other organizations.

The corruption and mismanagement of the Dept. of Indian
Affairs in the last while is becoming more and more clear.
We have had our auditor go over the Dept. of Indian Affairs
budget for this year and it was clear that they were
transferring program funds to DIA administration offices.

Here at the Band level, there is so much more problems we
are faced with everyday. It has become a excepted part of
otr lives to l-ve with alcohol, social disorder, suicides,
poor housing, dependant on Gov't, speak other languages but
our own. Tne only way we can help ourselves is to start
looking arouand ourselves and start working. Learning our
culture hertitage, reviving our pride, digity, and self
ccnfidence, land base, territory, building our Government,
Knowing our rights, hunting, fishing, ect., building our
Neationhood.

It is importan= that we know what is going on around us

ir the world because it is resources from our country that
they are using to be rich on to wheel and deal with. These
kind of things have to brought out in the open so that

Indian people can have a say in our resources and -environment
we want to live in.

EZCH AND EVERYONE OF US HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY IN OUR COMMUNITY
TC HELP OUR COMMUNITY GROW IN A HEALTHY AND SAFE ENVIRONMENT
FCR OUR CHILDR=N AND OUR GRANDCHILDREN.

The demands that we made were simple and straight forward,

the Government has the power to fire someone if they want

tc but they were just giving us the usual red tape run around.
They were to busy wandering how they can divide and conguer
the women.

Munro coudid have come here it would have been least expensive
fcr him to comes then for 6 women to fly to Ottawa. It just
shows the mismanagement of our funds.

I would like to mention to you some of the feelings I got while

in the DIA offices with 50 to 100 women. I can feel the
power of each one of them. The hurts and pains that they
went through we all went through together. The unspoken
lasing frienships, strong self disapline, self respect,
repect for cther people feelings, respect for elders,
whkich are all Indian values by tradition. There are

much more I can say to express the close working relation-
skip we had. It was with a force that was unseen but

felt by all.

We, All, have a lot of work to do together, and }ooking
forward to hearing and talking with you the feelings you

have about the occupation of the Department of Indian
A=fairs by the Concerned Aboriginal Women 1981.

Dcnna Anthony, Neskainlith Indian Government, Shuswap Nation

; "



My main concerns for being down Vancouver and partispating with the
invo_vement of the occupation of the D.I.A. office.

The ways our _ndian people are being treated by the government and the
white people, and have to live through it everyday. Even now today our own
blooc relations znd friends don't even know what to do, that they are caught
in this fantasy world. That all they know is that life is full of good times,
that our people live off of alochol and drugs which is destroying our own
peop_e. The white man laughs in our faces when they see us falling and stumbling
all ever the place, to see our Indian people fighting amongst each other,
watching the husbhands beat up there wifes, seeing children be neglected.

Thats why are names are always is drunken Indians, were showing them that

and giving the pleasure to knock us down. We see that the people that are
suffering from alochol & Drugs that it's going to be hard to pull themselve
together, becauss there is so much they have to deal with in themselve first.
Thats why it's time we stand up on our feet and help our brothars and sisters
to fcllow the right path again. That they aren't getting no where by filling
there fullfulments with the trash of what the white man gave us when they
first came here.

The education system is doing more harm to us than helping, they say
graduate then you'll nmake something out of yourselve, go to college or
University. You meke it there but when you come back your mind is filled
with idea's of which was put into you. Education is good to a certain point,
but cn the other hand you can't get a job in the city or town even if you do
have a diploma showing your skills, there is alway that discrmination. Or
there is that gap in the community when someone comes back from school, and
that your skills can't be any use to the band for reasons such as funding for
the person or preject. That they don't know how to use thers skills, instead
they use it and abuse and use people for there own interest. It's hard to
work at home at the community level without the communication of the people.

There is so much we are fighting for now, for our rights —hat we don't
even have to fight over, because it's ours. Like fishing, huncing, trapping,
our land, anything that will help us in the long run to becoming self-sufficient,
to help our owr families, friends and brothers and sisters.

It's time we jecir together now to pull and push for the long struggle
of our goal. To become one whole nation, to help each other again, because
I am not going te let anyone cestroy myselve or my family, friends and brothers
and sisters. That I am going to continue to fight the government and white men
that our destrcying us. That each time we get together we are growing and growing
to be stronger to be cf one mind and thinking of our future for the next

generation ahead of us, and the ones that follow.

by Diane Anthony
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Indian Affairs

not Walchli's Affairs

Occupation was first step
by Indians to win justice

By JOHN MORRAN
) Daly Staff Writer
The recent occupation of Indian affairs department offices
in Vancouver is the first step in a renewed campaign by In-
gians to win justice, says Kamioops Indian band chief Mary
eonard.

She said Thursday tha: reserve conditions, such as shabby
housing and unemployment, aren’t improving because two-
thirds of government fungs deszined for Indian bands are lost
in abureaucratic shuffle.

“People talk about $140 millien-going to Ind:ans but by the
time it gets to the bands it's nat worth looking at,” she said.

“They (Indian affairs) aren’t spending it on Indian people
solet’s find out where that money is going.”

Leonard said the Vancouver protest was successful
because it prompted Senator Ray-Perrault to promise an in-
quiry into Indian complaints about funding.

“I think they are really right trying to get attention . .. I'll
support any Indian group bcause I think what they’re asking
is very little compared to what was taken from them.”

Leonard said Indians wart government money sent direct-
ly to Indian bands, which would benefit not only natives but
taxpayers in general.

" “The public has a lot. of money going to supporting civil
servants who are supposed tc be helping Indians,” she said.

Kown Ea:ué, Yy 319
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By SUZANNE FOURNIER

Indians occupying federal offices
in Vancouver — their numbers
‘swelled by 100 reinforcements —
say they will resist eviction until
Indian Affairs Minister Joon
Munro comes to them for a meet-
ing.

Munro sent a letter to the protes-
tors Wednesday through B.C. re-
gional director general Fred
Walchli saying he was willing to
meet a delegation of the protesters
in Ottawa.

ile added: **The offer is made
subject to your group vacating the
Indian Affairs’ offices immedizaze-
ly.” ;
Terry Williams, a Lil'wat Inzian
from the Mount Currie reserve —
one of the most impoverished —
said Munro must come here to sec
.conditions on B.C. reserves and
meet Indians in the occupied of-

fices.

Sty 2,2 /9/

“Munro knows we will not com-
municate through Walchli and we’
éon’t want any closed-door meet-
ings in Ottawa that are just an ex-
cuse to get us to end our occupa-
tion. They've carried on secret ne-
gotiations and sold us out for 100
rears,” said Williams. .

B.C. Supreme Court Justice Al-
mert Mackoff Wednesday ref{used
10 give department officials an in-

-unction to evict the 40 women who
Monday occupied the offices. Since
‘hen they have been joined by
about 100 additional protesters —
men, women and children — whe

arrived from reserves across B.C.

and Canada.

“Indians all over Canada are
feeling the harsh effects of the
DIA's selective funding policies,
and they support the protest begun
by these women,'" said Rosalee
Tizya, administrator of Union of

Telegrams of support poured in
from across Ganada, from Ojib-
ways in Ontario, lvdians in Alberta

and Saskatchewan and from more
than 50 B.C. Indian bands.

UBCIC lawyer Louise Mandell
said the native people are standing
firm in their determination to ig-
nore the courts and continue the oc-
cupation.

“There may have been a techni-
cal or legal trespass commilled,
but the Indian people [eel this is a
moral or political issue: The DIA ie
mishandling their affairs, because
it's funding time and the Indians
aren't gelting their money,” said
Mandell.

Another hearing is set for today
at 10:30 on a request for an injunc-
tion to evict the Indians.

Indians will resist eviction

B.C. Indian Chiefs.

Indian women

The Vomdo JUUSSJN

in challenge to

Tte.pccupatiOn of the department
af Incian affairs office by native
women deserves praise and recogni-
tion frem all Canadian people and it
has the profound support of the B.C.
Federation of Women.

Since the cteation of this nation
Irdians have beld a citizens-minus
status that few people even question
ar confront. As a result, those 40
women, later joined by more, have
chosgn to challenge government au-
thority and to fight their oppression
in adirect and public way.

-Far too long-federal powers have
'.nef!tn shunt our native peoples into
obliviem. Indians have continuously
ﬁ?qlan-e'rodm(; g standard of liv-
. mile mired in poverty. Their
s_eggl and cultural rights have been
deniec and their government fund-
ng .:lqaelessly mismanaged. Such
conditiens have helped create hoth
emotional and physical scars —
anger, frustration, bitterness, hos-
'._ﬂﬁty, diness, starvation, and slow
ceath. :

As mothers, native women know

auly teo well the difficulty of raising

ckildrea wjthout enough food, cloth-
ng, or living space. They must live
m fenr_ot having their children re-
movea if government workers deem
their nome conditions unsuitable.
And ye: the government itself is the
Trespensible parent — its level of
und:ing controis the quality of lives.

justified
Tly 2t Sy J-S

Ottawa

The native women, who launched
thg oc.cupau'on are not a group of
quibbling children. They are not a
vmgeless. passive sub-group born to
be ignored. Nor are they hidgen and
muffled on a reserve, waiting for
men to speak out on their behalf.
They are a strong collective force
see!;mg a concrete response to their
basic needs.

, And yet, while these women rally
for an improved standard of living,
the B.C. Supreme Court has srdered
thgm out of the offices they are occu-
pying. That occupation has kept-140
employees out of work at a daily
cost to the government of $11,000.
Thg quian affairs department is
squirming because it feels a finan-
cial pinch as a resuit (not to mentior,
Fhe blight on its public relations
image). But at the same time it cal-
loqsly disregards the monetary re-
quirements of its own native people.

That’s executive privile
; { ge. And
that S what it all comes down to, a
question of whose price is inévitably
warth more. So, with the support of
i4;11 wotn;en’s groups across the prov-
ce, these native women must sta
and fight — to win. d

HEATHER CONN
Communications committee,
B.C. Federation of Women

Box 24681, Station C



