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aren’t convicted of rape if they
“‘believe’’ the woman consented; and
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for all women who want to work on the
newspaper or just talk about it

Monday, December 8th
7:30 pm

YWCA Rescurce Centre

15 Birch Ave., Toronto

Reports from the Front

When we think about the violence per-
petrated against women we usually think of
the violence in its most overt form. We
think of rape, incest, murder, physical as-
saunlt. In this issue of Broadside, a number
of articles appear that offer different per-
spectives on violence against women.

Joni Miller, of Vancouver Rape Relief,
describes the experiences of rape victims
and discovers that Rape Crisis Centres not-
withstanding, the victims of sexual assault
continue to be placed on trial when they at-
tempt to get their assailant convicted in
court. The women’s movement has at-
tempted for the last decade to give the crime
of rape a higher profile and has pressed the
media for a more complete assessment of
the nature of the crime. In spite of the fact

that in some circles it has become taboo to

adopt a blame-the-victim approach to rape,
the real world experience of rape victims

has not changed significantly.

And another example of violence is
becoming more prevalent — the incidence
of incest. Here too we have a long way to go
before the victim can avoid shouldering the
blame for the crime. The Children’s Aid
Society, in an attempt to defend its decision
to leave a 10-year-old in the care of a foster
family in which she was sexually assaulted,
is telling the public that the girl was a pro-
vocative menace and would be dangerous to
adult males wherever she was placed. How
fragile is the male of the species.

In the second part of her article on the
Matriarchy, Judith Quinlan gives us a his-
torical perspective on violence and de-
scribes the mechanics of the patriarchal
takeover. One of the crucial mechanisms
for guaranteeing the patriarchy’s power has

been the creation of crimes punishable by -

death: adultere, es were stoned to death;

eyvond the Results

In Vancouver last month, Michael Har-
court with the help of the NDP, beat out in-
cumbent Jack Volrich to the Mayor’s chair,
thereby ending a 45-year control of city hall
by the right-wing Non-Partisan (sic) Associ
ation. What is more, the new city council
has acquired a clear plurality of progressive
members. Now Vancouver might move to a
ward system, ensuring a better representa-
tion of the population in the future.

In Toronto, one-term Mayor John Sewell
got 86,000 votes in losing to Art Eggleton,
which is 15,000 more than he won with two
years ago. It is a pity he lost, but that much
support for Sewell is encouraging. Consid-
ering what he stands for, the kind of man
he is and the outrageous media coverage his
principled stand on homosexual rights and
police control received, the vote amounted

.72 a forced referendum on these :issues.

‘Again, it is too bad Sewell lost, but the elec-
tion of Eggleton is not a disaster; it’s more a
return to ‘normal’ for Toronto.

In any event, municipal elections in these
two large cities confirm the importance of
that level of politics. It is where local efforts
can still make a difference. A few thou-
sand, sometimes even a mere few hundred,
votes either way can change the ocutcome of
elections. It is therefore a worth-while arena
for political involvement for feminists and
other progressive people.

The economic and social policies of fed-
eral and provincial governments will always
have a bigger impact, long-term, on the
country at large, but local politics are not
just about garbage collection and potholes.
Substantive issues are at stake: treatmeat of
racial and other minorities, affordable

housing, equal opportunities in civic em-
ployment, priorities for child care and med-
ical services, urban transport and many

others. Perhaps for white, affluent, hetero-
sexual, middle-class males none of these
matter, but for the rest of us they matter a
great deal..

Dutifully, mainstream media have been
declaring this the Reagan era of the right-
wing back-lash against all sanity and hope.
But dire predictions are usually as erron-
eous as pat answers. Many people will not
join the stampede, will stay out of step, will
not allow themselves to be immobilized by
propaganda. How far the Right can get
with its campaign will depend not only on
what it does but what we do, or do not do.

Whatever we do, let’s make sure they do-

not take over by default.

widows are burned in the custom of suttee;
women who lived alone were burned as wit-
ches. Quinlan concludes that the patriarchy
is forced to take these harsh measures be-
cause the new patriarchal order that replac-
ed matriarchy is also fragile.

But to focus only on the overt forms of
violence against women is to ignore the
more insidious forms of violence that each
of us experience ~— sometimes without our
knowing it. We have had no idea how negli-
gent tampon manufacturers have been and
how easy government departments have
made it for them tomanufacture products
for vaginal use. Those of us who believed
that genital mutilation was confined to dis-
tant countries where clitoridectomies are
performed on pubescent children will have
to face the fact that genital mutilation is go-
ing on in our own backyards, perpetuated
by a hapless bureaucracy and an irresponsi-
ble press.

Women in the engineering department of
the University of Toronto have to contend
with the Toike Oike, the sniggering engin-
eers’ uewspaper. Rife with sexism, iacism
and homophobia, Toike Oike sets the tone
of the faculty and gives to women students
a clear message: this place is not for you.
The editors of the newspaper have respond-
ed to criticism by gleefully publishing con-
tent that is more adolescent and gross than
that which appeared in previous issues. One
gets the impression that Toike Oike is en-
joying the skirmish.

But the skirmish is part of a larger war
that is taking place in a variety of arenas: on
the street, in the case of rape; in the family,
as in the case of incest; in cultures through-
out history; in the board rooms of the man-
ufacturers of feminine hygiene products; in
the universities. We did not start the war.
Nevertheless we are embattled no matter
where we turn,

This is Broadside

Once again, we wish to invite all readers
and friends to an Open Forum on Monday,
December 8 at 7:30 pm, 15 Birch Avenue,
Toronto (south of Summerhill subway sta-
tion). This meeting will give you a chance to
voice your thoughts and criticism to help us
evaluate the paper after its first year of pub-
lishing. Come prepared with usefub sug-
gestions for lay-out, news reporting, feature
stories; or just come prepared to talk. The
meeting will also be a way to find out how
you can volunteer some of your time to put-
ting out future issues of Broadside.

And for those of you who’d like to parti-
cipate in the aetual physical production of
the newspaper (lay-out and paste-up), our
next production week-end is January 24-25.
Specific skills aren’t required — a produc-
tion week-end is a learning experience. Call
the office for times and directions.

For many readers, it is time to renew sub-
scriptions to Broedside. If your subscrip-
tion expires as of November or December
1980 (check the date on your address label)
this is the last Broadside you will receive. So
don’t suffer needless disappointment, send
in your cheque for renewal today.

Since Broadside publishes 10 times a
"year, and since Broadside workers need a
holiday like everybody else, there will not
be a newspaper produced at the end of Dec-
ember. Your next issue will reach you by
the end of January {or the beginning of
February, depending on the vagaries of the
Post Office).

And finally, Happy Holidays to all our
readers from the Broadside Collective.

TO OUR AMERICAN

READERS

What is it like to be a feminist in the welcome.

United States in the Reagan era?

Broadside is soliciting reactions, opi-
nions, hopes and fears from our American
readers. Letters and short articles would be

Let your Canadian sisters know what the

recent election means to you and what you

think about the future. Deadline: January
12, 1981.

WOMEN’S CREDIT
UNION MEMBERS

Important general meeting for membership to discuss future of credit

union.

Wednesday, December 10, 1980
7:30 pm, Committee Room D
Metro Toronto Public Library

Main Branch (Yonge n. of Bloor)

Members only
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Broadside:
Judith Quinlan — ‘“Matriarchy — the
Way We Were’” (Oct./Nov.) was a marvel-
lous filling breath of fresh air while I drank
my coffee this morning! As a feminist con-
tinually exploring the evils of patriarchy, I
was so pleased to find some ‘pre-history’
material.

Some really wonderful truths — hurting
ones: ‘“‘Matriarchy as a means of identify-
ing kinship — this is a logical system.”’
Does this verify the present myth that
children must carry their father’s name to
reassure him that the child is indeed his?

I anxiously await your next article and
bibliography. Thank you for the energy and
wider perspective — something we contin-
nally need as feminists. I cheer you in your
further work. :

Catherine Barnsley,
Saskatoon

- Broadside:
1 think the paper is great and I’m looking
forward to receiving it on a regular basis.

And thanks for the article about Break-

through. I had read it and thought I was go-
ing crazy!

S. Brodribb,
Rexdale

Broadside:

I’'ve enjoyed reading Broadside — and
was very much impressed by the brilliant
review of The Tin Drum (Anne Cameron,
“Tempest in a Tin Drum,” July/August)
which I agreed with totally.

Raewyn Whyte,

Broadside:

I'm writing this because, frankly, I was
flabbergasted by the two letters printed in
the Oct/Nov issue of Broadside in response
to Val Edwards’ ““The Invisible Communi-

Broadside:

Judy Liefschultz’ piece about nuclear
dangers (Oct./Nov.) would have provided a
greater community service (and would have
shown more practical political sense) if it
had included information about how inter-
ested people might contact Energy Probe,
the Green River Inquiry, Helen Caldicott

- and the Women’s Party for Survivai.

Aren’t we trying to build a movement here?
Perhaps the next issue of Broadside could
carry this information.

Frances Abele,
Downsview, Ont.

(From Broadside: For information about
women in the anti-nuclear movement, con-
tact: Energy Probe, 12 Madison Ave.,
Toronto; Green River Inquiry, c/o Energy -
Probe; and Women’s Party for Survival, 7
Gilmore St. FEverett, MA 02149, USA.
Other groups include: Canadian Coalition
for Nuclear Responsibility, 2010 rue
MacKay, Montréal, PQ; and Friends of the
Earth, PO Box 4842, Stn. E, Ottawa, Ont.)

Broadside:

Here is my renewal for another year of
Broadside. T’ve also enclosed a brochure on
the anti-KKK coalition in Toronto. I
thought it might be of interest to you. For
further information on current action being
taken by this coalition you can contact Bob-
by Siu, co-ordinator of the Riverdale Inter-
cultural Council: (416) 469-1819.

Also, have you seen the latest issue of
Isis? 1t’s entirely devoted to the feminist
press in Western Europe and includes a very
useful directory of feminist publications,
publishers and bookstores — plus informa-
tion on the International Feminist Net-
work. Has Broadside established a Cana-
dian link in this network?

Momoye Sugiman,

Toronto

(From Broadside: See ‘Movement Matters’
this issue for a report on anti-Klan activit-
ies. Yes, we are in contact with Isis. Readers
can contact them at: Isis-Suisse, CP 301,

ty’’ (September 1980).

Both writers quite explicitly deny the im-
portance of organization. Judith Quinlan
sees the disappearance of LOOT, and per-
haps of any other tangible evidence of a
movement, as part of some ahistorical flux,

of some ebb and flow that is independent of

human will and struggle. Her metaphor,

““We are spinning webs, not building pyra-
mids”’ is revealing. The iatter activity, albeit
performed by slaves, was, after all, human

activity.
The writer of the second letter is likewise
undaunted by the demise of 342 Jarvis, a

crowded, smoky place where women were
often ‘‘turned. away due to inadequate
space’’. She does, however, appear to be
less sanguine about some things than does
Judith and recognizes a few of the penalties
for open lesbianism, i.e., eviction, firing,
police harassment and loss of child custody.
Similarly she mentions some of the prob-
lems affecting us all, lesbian or not, female
or not, such as exploitation, oppression,
starvation, the threat of nuclear destruc-
tion, generally the whole package that com-
prises life under capitalism today.

What are we going to do about it? I took
this to be the central question in Val’s arti-
cle, and I don’t think the answer lies either
in chiding the questioner or in rejecting the
world which makes the question such an ur-
gent one.

We are currently, as every one of us real-
izes, experiencing some very rough times.

nomic position of women especially, mas-
sive industrial and public sector lay-offs af-
fecting both women and men, more bad
news on the horizon as the ‘electronic mira-
cles’ invade offices, banks and other work-
places where women are heavily concentrat-
ed, a resumption of Cold War rhetoric and
accompanying armament build-ups, the re-
surgence of violent right-wing groups such
as the Ku Klux Klan and other Nazi var-
iants, the use of homophobia as a rallying

‘cry in municipal politics, the growth of anti-

abortion and other single-issue organiza-
tions into powerful interest groups with the
clout to defeat ‘liberal’ politicians, an in-
creasing number of physical attacks on
members of non-white racial groups, still
more violence against women in the home
and on the strects, and a rampant sexism in
the latest fashion and other commercial cul-
tural products.

In the face of all this P’m afraid that love
and subtle dress codes won’t provide quite
the whole answer.

Nor, I think, will whittling away at your
position in order to more and more precise-
ly define yourself, as a lesbian-feminist or
as anything else, with no loose ends, no en-
tanglements, often with no alliances and, as
Val suggests in her article, ultimately no

© centre. .

Her conclusion, that lesbians must in-
volve themselves in both gay and women’s
liberation activities, is a step in the right
direction, i.e., outwards. Even more steps
are possible — lesbians on the left, lesbians
in the labour movement, lesbians wherever
people are starting to fight to turn things
around.

The strength, the numbers, the hearts
and hands and brains that keep this system
going are the working people of the world.
They are also the ones who can put a stop to
this mess. (To forestall any misunderstand-
ing, I should mention that the working peo-
ple are by no means an exclusive group.
Most of us are part and parcel of the above
they.)

Every time a group of working people
fights back we get a glimpse of the power
we have and we get a glimpse of the human
transformations that are possible. Mcre
and more, women are in the forefromt oit_
these fight-backs. Look at the federal gov-
ernment clerks, at the librarians, the Bell
operators,. the Wives of INCO, the Fleck
and Radio Shack workers, o name only a
few Canadian examples. More and more,
women are faking their place in the world,
alongside men, with men, without men, in
spite of men — all the combinations — and
as lesbians we have to be a part of this
struggle.

Until the struggle is won and capitalism
no longer chokes, maims and brutalizes the
people of this world, we can have no true
communities, visible or invisible, and no
real culture.

Patty Brady,

Edmonton 1227 Carouge, Switzerland.) We see around us a deterioration in the eco- Toronto
= 5 : )
Elsie Gregory MacGill, 1905-1980
-
by Kay Macpherson l n M e m D rl a m

Elsie Gregory MacGill, one: of the
pioneers and staunchest supporters of the
women’s movement, a feminist from birth,
author of My Mother the Judge died on
November 4, 1980. Her distinguished career
included being the first woman to graduate
in electrical engineering from the University
of Toronto and in aeronautical engineering
from the University of Michigan. Last year
she was awarded the Gold Medal of the On-
tario Association of Professional
Engineers. She was an Officer of the Order
of Canada, member of the Royal Commis-
sion on the Status of Women, and held
honorary degrees from Toronto, York,
Windsor and Queen’s universities. She was
a past President and had long been active in
the Federation of Business and Professional
- Women’s Clubs, an Executive Member of
the National Action Committee, and an ac-
tive member of the Ontario Committee on
the Status of Women.

She put her remarkable talents to work
for women wherever possible. This inclu-
ded the tedious and intricate work of index-
ing all NAC’s resolutions and revising the
Committee’s Constitution. Her previous

experience had included being responsible
for all engineering in the production of the
Hawker Hurricane fighter plane, and for
production in Canada of the United States
Navy Hellfighters during the Second World
War. - .

But it was Elsie herself and her cheerful,
down to earth, thoughtful and practical
qualities, who won the love and respect of
everyone she met. In spite of a severe
physical handicap, the result of a form of
myelitis contracted in her early twenties, she
was staunchly independent and self-reliant.
Who else would take off for Ottawa by bus,
on her own with her wheelchair, to attend
the NAC Annual Meeting. How many of us
remember the telephone ringing. ““Liz (or
Lorna, Naomi, Kay) it’s Elsie. Have you
got a minute?” and you knew you were in
for twenty minutes of good discussion and
mind-stretching. Elsie’s sense of humour
sparkled in and out of her conversation.
Her voice was that of a lively thirty-year-
old. “I’ve been thinking. maybe I should
have a sex change,’’ said Elsie to one of her
new friends, her eyes twinkling. At 75, to
talk like that, in front of all those startled

NAC delegates, and at breakfast too!
Elsie took every opportunity that pre-
sented itself, and many which would not
have surfaced without her effort, to pro-
mote women and their interests. She reg-
ularly sent off a list to Government House

“for consideration in making the Order of

Canada awards. Judy LaMarsh was of
course one of Elsie’s nominations. She
mounted a whole campaign to get the old
Toronto Public Library building converted
to a centre for women. She as one of the
forward-looking members of the Royal
Commission on the Status of Women
submitted a separate statement.on abortion
and taxation, with views in advance of
those in the Report itself. She was up-to-
date if not ahead of her time on all matters
which affected the status of women and
their place in society today.

Elsie will be missed not only by those
who knew her, but also by many who never
met her but had heard about her. “Why did
she have to die when I’d just found a new
friend,”’ said one woman.

What an example Elsie set for feminists

‘to follow.. What a role model for us all!

Moira Armour
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by Susan G. Cole

Five minutes into the debate that preced-
ed Ronald Reagan’s landslide victory of
November 4, it was apparent to me and to
my fellow viewers that Jimmy Carter was
better prepared, had a wider grasp of the
issues and was the better choice for the
Presidency of the United States. A random
sampling of other observers, and hot just
feminist observers, revealed unamimous
agreement: of course Jimmy Carter had
won the debate. ’

But the daily papers pronounced the next

day that it was a draw and in the aftermath
of the clection, the debate was cited as a
critical factor in Reagan’s victory. Apart
from the fact that few of us in Canada had
a sense of how much Carter alienated his
constituency, I don’t believe that recent
events in America should serve only to raise
doubts about anyone’s political acumen.
Rather, 1 think we should take the
opportunity to note some important
political differences between ourselves and
our American neighbours.

1t is a fact of American political life that

politics have never attracted the country’s
best and brightest. Neither Johnson, Nix-
on, Ford, Carter nor Reagan can be cousid-
ered an intellectual giant. Although Carter
has the most impressive capacity for dealing
in detail, Nixon is perhaps the brightest of
the lot and that surely says something about
the state of the Presidency. It is plain that
the American people do not have terribly
high standards for the brain power of their
legislators. Adlai Stevenson’s principal
political liability was his egghead image.
Besides, talented Americans usually eschew
the politics of the corporate boardroom and
American politics have been left to nurture
personalitiecs of a somewhat plodding
nature. {(Anyone listening to Eugene Mc-
Carthy explaining his endorsement of
Ronald Reagan may suspect that the Senate
has been nurturing senility as well).

e This last struck me particularly when,
during the postmortems of the debates, the
pundits remarked how much more at ease
than Carter Reagan seemed to be on the
podium. He was s0-0-0-0 relaxed and
Carter seemed so serious and uptight. Well,
1 should think that seriousness would have
been a critical criterion for a presidential
candidate. And besides, for more than a
decade in Canada, where there doesn’t exist
a corporate community that syphons off
the country’s best minds, we have had the
chance to watch the true master of the re-
laxed approach to politics. Whatever else
we may say about Canada’s Prime Minis-
ter, in contrast to Pierre Trudeau, Reagan’s
Hollywood/cum/down-home hokiness
makes the president-elect come across as
something of a goon.

By the way, we don’t have Hollywood up
here. We do have hockey players and that is
probably our cultural equivalent. While
former Toronto Maple Leaf centre Leonard
“Red’’ Kelly did serve in Parliament, he

was never elevated to leader of the party -

nor was he elected Prime Minister. (Bobby
Orr, anyone? How about Charlie Farquar-
son?) -
However, Reagan’s victory is not a sign
that Americans have capitulated to media-
controlled pop culture heroism. There is
something else going on down there, some-
thing real and perhaps frightening. Nixon’s
silent ‘““majority’ is no longer silent. It is
moral. The Bible-thumpers are tired of
decadence and excess and liberals and
radicals and while the religious would
prefer that we return to Jesus, they’ll settle
for the return to the AMERICAN way.
Said AMERICAN way seemis to have little

to do with freedom of anything and more to

do with preserving family, and pride in the
nation. I have not been able to find the cele-
bration of nationalism anywhere in the Bi-
ble but I suspect that doesn’t matter much,
The insinuation of religious fervour into
American politics is a violation of one of
the cornerstones of theconstitution — the
separation of Church and State. That
doesn’t matter much either and has done
nothing to blunt the impact of this new
political force.

Seizing a leaf from the Sixties’ Left

omanual on political coalitions, but with

much more financial clout than the Left
ever had, the forces of conservatism, in-
cluding the Moral Majority ahd the Na-
tional Conservative Action Commmittee,
formed a coalition of anti-abortion, anti-
ERA, and anti-big government organizers
and put them to work to unseat liberal
Senators McGovern in Scuth Dakota,
Church in Idaho, Bayh in Indiana, Culver
in Ipwa, Magnussen in Washington, Nelson
in Wisconsin and Durkin in New Hamp-
shire. Although most of the opponents of
these liberal senators disavowed any con-

: nection with the strident voices from the

pulpit, Don Nickles, a bona fide born-again
Catholic unseated Andy Coats in Qklaho-
ma and could not have done so without the
slick organiztion of the Protestant Moral
Majority. ’

The Canadian counterpart to the Moral
Majority, Renaissance International, has
confined its activities so far to three areas
— the election of school board trustees:in
rural areas, a hefty lobby of Parliament on
behalf of the Right to Life, and the harass-
ment of the homosexual community. Ren-
aissance has not yet harnessed enough polit-
ical clout to be considered a permanent
feature of our political landscape. It could
become. that though, and we should take
advantage of the four years it usually takes

Canadians to catch up with certain Amer-
ican political trends to make sure that it
does not.

We do have a Bible Belt like the one in
the United States that spawned the Moral
Majority, but the presence of potential
political and religious fanatics in the
Prairies is mitigated by a socialist and
populist tradition that should prevent the
Bible Belt from falling into the embrace of
the extreme right. Life is not so simple for
us anyway. Premier Lougheed is using pop-
ulist-style politics to protect Alberta’s oil
rights and he is not quoting the Bible 10
'make his point.

More than anything else, Ronald Reagan
promised to the American electorate a
return to an American way of life that has
been under siege since the sixties. The
Moral Majority sees it in terms of a return
to the values of decency and Christian love,
Private enterprise is looking forward to the
absence of government regulation and is
gung-ho for rising profits. But the average
American is npot that interested in the
holier-than-thou rhetoric of fundamen-
talists, nor do average Americans really
believe that they’ll reap the rewards of a
revitalized private sector. But they want a
strong America. They want to be Number
One. If there was one election promise that
sealed victory for Reagan it was his in-
sistence that he could restore America’s
supremacy in the global village.

Canadians do not have the same pathol-
ogy. Historically, we have been ciphers for
American foreign policy (with some notable
exceptions, including the adoption of a le-
nient immigration stance vis & vis American
draft dodgers resisting the war in In-
dochina) and it is perhaps the healthiest
aspect-of the Canadian body politic that we
have not felt the need 10 flex the way the
American State department will in the next

four years.

It is a matter of power pure and simple.
Americans are having difficulty coming to
terms with the increasing power of Third
World nations. Reagan’s supporters are the
kind that have never recovered from the oil
shock of 1973 and are disgruntled by the
fact that such a blow was delivered by uppi-
ty Arabs. Americans are having difficulty
facing the facts: that the dollar is declining
in value; that the development of an ecolog-
ically sound environment demands vigil-
ance and that oil companies not be granted
carte blanche to plunder some more; that
the nuclear option is no option; that if
American families intend to live in the style
to which they’ve become accustomed,
women will have to work and that that is
why the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment is so important; that the
OPEC nations are not going to do an about
face; amd ntost iniportant, that adjustment
to that reality demands change, not a search
for America’s past glory.

The United States has always been an
essential breeding ground for feminism
precisely because no other nation’s citizenry
has been so obsessed with its own brute
power. In the same way as feminists have
sought to change the roles of men and
women in the family, American feminists
are going to have to work to discourage

Amnerica from becoming Big Daddy with a_

big stick in the family of nations. It is a
dissident’s task to be sure. As Canadians we
may shake our heads as Washington
anxiously awaits a fifties-style social whirl
of bouffant hair-dos in the White House.
There is an eerie air of unreality to the silly
posturings of Ronald Reagan on the debate
podium and of American supremacists in’
general. As Canadian feminists we know
that while America prepares to self-de-
struct, there has never been a greater need
in the United States for the articulation of
feminist values.
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CRIMINAL CODE OF CANADA:

SECTION 143: A male person commits

“rape when he has sexual intercourse with a

female person who is not his wife: (a) with-
out her consent; (b) with her consent if the

.consent (i) is extorted by threats or fear of
: bodily harm; (ii) is obtained by impersonat-
~ ing her husband; or (iii) is obtained by false
- and fraudulent representations as to the na-
“ture and quality of the act.

¢f. SECTION 144: Every one who coinmits

rape is guilty of an indictable offence and is
liable to imprisonment for life.

SECTION 145: Every one who attempts to
comimit rape is guilty of an indictable of-
fence and is liable to imprisonment for 10

. years.

This narrows rape down to a very specific

" act — penis-vagina contact forced on a fe-

male person by a male person who is not
her husband. It does not include anal or
oral intercourse or being forced with a
broom handle or a coke bottle or having

. mud thrown up your vagina or being burn-

ed with a curling iron. These niceties are
considered ‘‘indecent assault’’ and the max-
imum sentence is five years. An interesting

~-point to note is that the maximum sentence

for indecent assault on a male person is 10

~ years. Does this mean that the value of a

male body is twice the value of a female
body?

The major problem with the legal defini-
tion of rape is the narrowness. Our experi-
ence of rape is that it is an attitude which
pervades our entire culture, Rape starts
with simple disrespect. It advances to a
young dude leaning out the car window yel-
ling: ““Hey baby, do you wanna fuck?”’, or
a man grabbing a woman’s breast at a party
or molesting someone on a bus. Rape is the
attitude men are taught towards women. Int
a sense, it involves the total behaviour of all

by Joni E. Miller

men towards all women. This behaviour
only becomes legal rape when it is pushed to
the extreme — forced penetration.

It is very hard to jail an attitude. Even if
you do manage to lock up @ male person for
assaulting ¢ female person, there is still the
whole rest of society out there, and it’s bus-
iness as usual. :

STATISTICS: VANCOUVER CITY PO-
LICE, 1970-74

Rapes occurring (1 in 10 reported) 3,780
Rapes reported 378
Rapes investigated (founded) 174
Arrests (in founded cases) 83
Charged cases to trial 54
Convictions 27

Conviction rate=.7%

At Vancouver Rape Relief we use a statis-
tical probability that only 1 woman in 10 re-
ports that they have been raped. This is an
RCMP figure based on their knowledge and
studies of crime rates. Sometimes at speak-
ing engagements I get people asking me:
““How do you know that these statistics are
accurate when the women aren’t
reporting?’’ 1 reply by summarizing our un-
derstanding of, rape and violence against
women, It is all connected: child molesters,
peeping toms, exhibitionists, wife beaters,
men who use their power and position to as-
sault the women they work with, men who
make lewd and suggestive remarks, or men
who just “‘cop a feel”’. Then I ask any wo-
man who has never been sexually assaulted
to stand up. Somefimes one woman will
stand, sometimes two. Usually, no one
does. :

Whatever the available statistics may be,
the problem is enormous. I personally don’t

The North Shore Women’s Centre of
North Vancouver, British Columbia, wishes
to draw attention to the dangerous prece-
dent which has been established in Canada
by the R.V. Pappajohn rape case. Although
the Supreme Court upheld the conviction of
rapist George Pappajohn, a decision was
taken which is nothing short of incredible,
and which poses a grave danger to all Cana-
dian females. The Supreme Court of Can-
ada judges, all male, who heard Pappa-
john’s appeal against conviction, agreed
that if an accused rapist claims he honestly
believed the woman consented to sex, then
he need not provide any reasonable grounds
for ‘his belief. In other words, the- would-
be rapist can feel free to ignore his victim’s

I begging for mercy, screams or kicks. All he

need say is that, in spite of all the woman’s
protests, he HONESTLY believed it was
OK — and he need not provide any grounds
outlining WHY he believed it was OK!

The origin of this dangerous line of
defence for accused rapists is the 1975 DPP
v. MORGAN case in the United Kingdom,
where the British House of Lords decided
(against bitter protests from women’s
groups and even from male lawyers) that a
man accused of rape need not provide
reasonable grounds for his professed belief
that a woman had consented to sexual inter-
course. In the MORGAN case, a woman
had been raped by three men at the invita-
tion of her husband. He had told the rapists

1 - that his wife would scream and cry, but that

was only play-acting — in reality, she liked
it.

Victims of rapists have two choices: to
physically resist the attacker, with the risk
that this will provoke him to use greater
force which may result in her death; or to
accepl the degradation, physical damage
and emotional anguish of a rape. As most
women in Canada know, women have been
advised by police and Rape Crisis Centres

onest Belief

NOT to resist strenuously if they are attack-
ed. Women are told to run away if it is pos-
sible, they can beg, they can cry, they can
scream, but if all these fail, society tells
women it is better that they should submit
to rape than be murdered.

If he is caught, the rapist will be
punished for his crime. Yet if women accept
rape instead of murder, this very ac-
quiescence can be used against them by the
rapist’s lawyers, who will ask, *If you real-
Iy did not want to be raped, why did you
not Tight back?’’ It is a Catch 22 situation.
Women are murdered if they do fight back,
and they are damned by the Courts if they
do not. It is well known that it has always
been extremely difficult for a woman to
prove rape. Now, with the Pappajohn deci-
sion, it appears women can lose all legal
recourse altogether. All the rapist need say
is that he honestly believed the woman con-
sented to sex, in spite of having no
reasonable grounds for believing so.

This dangerous precedent-setting - deci-
sion of the Supreme Court has spurred
Svend Robinson, (MP, Burnaby) to bring a
Private Member ’s Bill to amend the Crim-
inal Code, so that accused rapists will not
have available to them the defence of
““honest belief in consent, without reason-
able grounds for that belief’’. He also wants
rape removed from the classification of sex-
ual offence, and reclassified as a crime of
violent physical assault, which is exactly
what rape is. It is up to all concerned Cana-
dians to support him, regardiess of party af-
filiation.

To make your concerns known, write the
Hon. Svend Robinson, MP, House of
Commons, Ottawa K1A 0A6, and send
copies to Hon. Jean Chretien, Minister of
Justice, Hon. Lloyd Axwerthy, Minister
for the Status of Women and your own
MP, all at the House of Commons in Ot-
tawa, (no stamps required).

know a single woman who has never been
sexually assaulted.

An estimate of the conviction rate for
rapists is .7%. Sometimes this is quoted as
high as 2%. Typically, it takes two years to
get a rape case to trial. I want to talk first
about what happens to the woman.

Two years to take a rape case to trial. The
first step is a woman must report to the po-
fice and go to a hospital for what is called
“‘forensic evidence”’. Now, in some hospi-
tals in BC, a woman will not be treated after
being raped unless the police attend. She
could be bleeding inlernally, she could be
bruised, have broken bones or be running a
risk of venereal disease or other forms of in-
fection. But in these hospitals she will be
denied care until the police arrive to ask
questions. We have had women being left in
hospital waiting rooms for up to 7 hours.
Often, because of the attitudes people have
towards rape, a woman will be treated even
by the nurses as if she were the criminal.
““Oh, she’s only the rape case. She can wait.
We’ve got an accident victim coming in.”

The first instinct a woman has after being
raped is to take a shower. She typically feels
dirty, used, unclean. However, if she in-
tends to prosecute, this is definitely out.
Bathing destroys the evidence. Bruises are
good evidence — the more the better. Rip-
ped clothes are pretty good — any sign of a
struggle. This gets a bit confusing here, be-
cause in Vancouver at least, the police re-
commend thar women not fight back.
Sometimes this is phrased: *‘If rape is inevi-
table, you might as well lie back and enjoy
it.>> There are, however, three police-ap-
proved self-defence techniques:

pretend you’re about to kiss him, then

reach up and gouge his eyes out with

your thumbs,
Pretty gruesome.

reach ““lovingly’’ for his testicles, then

grab them and squeeze,
and © :

carry a bottle of penicillin in your purse

and tell him you have VD.

Mostly they recommend that a woman not
resist, for fear of inciting him to further vi-
olence. Paradoxically, the first thing a wo-
man will be asked is: ¢Did you fight
back?’’ ““Did you scream?”’ ““What do you
mean nobody heard you?”’

Rape is a erime against the state. This is
an extension of the ancient-attitude that wo-
men are property. Rape is a crime one man
commits against the property of another
man. When asked to investigate a case of
rape, the job of police becomes to:

determine if the property was in fact de-

filed;

determine the worth of the property.

In this case, valuable property is either
young enough to still be in the hands of her
father, and of “‘previously chaste’’ charac-
ter, or else safely involved in a monoga-
mous marriage, preferably to a man of
wealth and position. Prostitutes are not val-
uable property. Neither are immigrant or
native women, lesbian women, imprisoned
women, or women who by choice are sex-
ually involved with more than one man. Po-
lice have different ways of determining the
value of the property, and the treatment a
woman receives from the police can vary
widely according to who she is, what she
looks like and the particular attitudes of the
particular police officer. She could be treat-
ed with consideration or she could be asked
if she enjoyed it and what did she do to en-
tice the man.

‘““Why were you wearing a skirt with a slit

up the side?’’

““It was in style, officer.”’

If she is considered particularly unvalu-
able property, she may be asked to take a lie
detector. test. Rape is the only crime for
which the victim is required to take a lie de-
tector test.

Forensic Evidence: This includes scrap-
ings, stray pubic hairs, stains on clothing.
The police pathologist arrives at the hospi-
tal possibly after the woman has been wait-
ing for some hours. After being forced into
sexual intercourse with one man, she is re-
quired to submit to another man to validate
what she says has happened to her.

After being examined for evidence, the
woman should also be tested for VD and
pregnancy, although frequently this does
not happen. 10% of rape victims become
pregnant as a result of the assault. It is no
more easy to obtain an abortion after being
raped than it is at any other time. And it is
getting tougher in this country. Sometimes
a woman is given ‘‘morning after’’ treat-
ment. This invoives being given a large dose
of hormones that are in some cases quite
dangerous to her health. Like taking a
whole year’s worth of birth conirol pills all
at once. DES, an ingredient in one version
of the morning-after pill, has been linked
conclusively to cervical cancer and vaginal
cancer in women whose mothers took DES
during their pregnancy. Another use of
DES, iuterestingly enough, has been to pre-
vent miscarriage. Morning-after pills are
not more than 48% effective.

® continued page 21

10-year-old Menace?

(TORONTO) — Recently Children’s Aid
Society representatives made a number of
statements concerning a 10-year-old girl,
who was sexually assaulted while in their
care.

Pamela Ayland, a senior consultant with
CAS and Barry Whalen, manager of one of
the agency’s area offices, both described
the girl as ‘‘sexually provocative’ ahd as “‘a
seductive child”’. Ayland said that the 10
year old ‘‘evoked these (sexual) feelings in
males.”’

These statements were made in defence
of the agency’s decision to leave the child in
the home of the abusive foster father. Ac-
cording to Aytand ‘‘our major concern in
moving the child to another foster home is
that she could be victimized again.””

‘Since it is unlikely Ayland is saying that
all CAS foster fathers are child abusers, the
implication of her statement is that this
child could provoke any adult male to sex-
ual assault.

The agency has made clear their. belief
that the girl ‘““asked for it”’ and in doing so
has removed the responsibility for the at-
tack from her attacker. The foster father
was in a trusted position of power in this
child’s life and what attracted him to his
foster daughter was not her ‘‘seductive-
ness”” but rather her vulnerability, The
child was often fondled and touched while
she was sleeping.

The accusations made by Ayland and
Whalen only serve to reinforce all the feel-
ings of shame, guilt and worthlessness that
victims of sexual assault feel. Their decision
and subsequent statements to the press
showed a shocking degree of irresponsibili-
ty and insensitivity.

We protest Keith Norton’s (Minister of
Community and Social Services) support of
the CAS decision to leave the child in the
home and not register the foster father on
the child abuser’s regisiry as an abdieation
of his responsibility.

Norton’s follow-up comment that ‘‘the
sexual abuse that took place was of a lesser
degree and might not even be classified as
sexual abuse’’ displayed his ignorance as to
the nature of the crime. Because intercourse
did not take place does not mean that there
is a lesser degree of sexual abuse, or that the
effects of such ‘‘fondling” are any less
traumatic for the victim. Qur experience
clearly indicates that any ‘‘degree” of
adult-child sexual activity can have long-
term psychological and sexual effects.

In ten years’ time, where are Keith Nor-
ton and Barry Whalen going to be when this
young woman is still coping with this
“‘minor’’ assault.

Laura Rowe, Toronto Rape Crisis Centre
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by Cynthia Hasting Zinck

Divorces run the gamut from friendly
partings to hostile battles full of spite and
recriminations. The tone of the proceedings
is more often a reflection of the marital
relationship of the spouses than the natural
result of the type of proceedings brought or
the number of issues to be resolved. Cou-
ples with custody, support and property
issues to settle may end their marriage
amicably. But those who are before the
court only because they wish to put an end
to an unsatisfactory marriage may fight
lengthy, expensive and acrimonious battles.
The deciding factor is usually the ability
and willingness of both spouses to be realis-
tic about themselves and their situation.

Where one spouse refuses to accept the
decision of the other that the marriage is at
an end or where a spouse attempts to use
the court to seek revenge for real or im-
agined wrongs, the process.can be very-cost-

.1y in both.financial and emotronal terms, 1t

is also ineffective, since the court has no
power to order a resisting spouse to return
to the matrimonial home and the role of the
court is not to condemn and punish the

‘guilty’ party but to determine if the person
asking for a divorce has met the require-
ments of the Divorce Act.

Under that Act, the court does have the
authority to consider conduct as one of the
factors to be taken into account in award-
ing the custody of children and the deter-
mination of support payments; but there
has been an ever-increasing reluctance to
take behaviour into account uniess the ac-
tions of the person seeking support have
been truly outrageous. Thus adultry, homo-
sexuality, and common law relationships
will not-influence custody or support direct-
ly; the court will continue to apply the
““best interest of the child’’ test for custody
and the *‘needs of the person seeking sup-
port and the ability of the other spouse to
pay’’ test for support. It should be noted
that although the act does not prohibit it,
there are no cases where the conduct of a
supporting spouse has been taken into ac-
count to increase the amount awarded. In
other: words -the ‘court:hasnever actedto.

fence by awarding “higher payments to
her/his innocent spouse — at least, there
are no descisions which state that this has
been done!

As no doubt everyone is aware, there are
a number of grounds for divorce. These
grounds are divided between two sections in
the Divorce Act and although it is of some
interest that the distinction between the two
has abeen traditionally regarded as one of
fault/no fault, the practical impact has
been that if a spouse commits an offence
under section 3, her/his spouse can im-
mediately bring an action for divorce. If the
situation is one covered by section 4 of the
Act, there are time considerations which
must be met. Section 3 contains the tradi-
tional marital offences: (a) has committed
adultery; (b) has been guilty of sodomy,
bestiality, rape or has engaged in a homo-
sexual act; (¢) has gone through a form of
marriage with another person; and (d) has
treated the petitioner with physical and/or
mental cruelty of such a kind as to render
intolerable the continued cohabitation of
the spouses.

To apply under section 3, the petitioner
must be able to prove to the court with ac-
ceptable evidence that the spouse is guilty
of the conduct stated as grounds. The prob-
lems of proof are such that it is almost
always necessary for a person seeking a
divorce on these grounds to hire a lawyer.
The sole exception is the case where a
spouse is bringing an application on the
grounds of adultery and the partner cannot
admit to adultery in general — a specific
partner must be named in the petition and
that person may also appear to defend him

_ or herself against the charge. If the person

seeking a divorce has any doubts that the
spouse will be willing to support the claim,
s/he should be cautious in acting. It can be
expensive to hire a lawyer half-way through
the action. However, many spouses are not
concerned about the ‘stigma’ of an adultery
petition and will be more willing to go-along
with the petitioper, especially if they have
no grounds for divorce themselves.

Many divorces based upon the less social-
ly acceptable grounds, such as physical
cruelty, become lengthy battles and the per-
son bringing the action should be prepared
for an expensive action (though if the peti-
tioner wins, s/he will usually be granted the
costs)..It is not unheard of for.a compli-

ﬁ{;}pun‘ish,,agp(}use:guilityOof;‘armatpim(’mjal__of_ 0 cated: and" bitter drvgree to- COSt -over

$25, 000 in 1égal Tees.
Condonation is also an important fact to

.remember in considering divorces under

section 3. What is meant by condonation is

that the erring spouse is forgiven by her/his ||
partner. The partner cannot use the action .

which was forgiven as the basis for a di-
vorce application in future. For example, if
a spouse learns that her/his partner has
committed adultery but agrees to forgive
the incident, that single incident cannot be
revived for divorce purposes though any
later acts of adultery remain grounds.
‘Section 4 contains what could be called
the circumstantial grounds for divorce. The
circumstances include: imprisonment of a
spouse for a specific number of years — an
action which can be brought only after s/he

has been in jail for some years; addiction to | :

drug or alcohol for a period of more than
three years with no reasonable hope of re-
habilitation in the reasonably foreseeable
future; no knowledge of the whereabouts of
the spouse for at least three years; non-con-
summation for at least one year; or living
separate and apart for at least three years.
Most of the grounds above are complex and
require a lawyer’s aid to determine if the re-
quirements of the Act are met and many are
difficult to prove.

One ground, however, is simple, offers
few evidentiary prablems and is probably
used in more divorce situations than any
other. Section 4 (1} (e) (i) allows couples to
divorce where there has been a permanent
breakdown of the marriage by reason of the
fact that they have been living separate and
apart for a period of at least three years. All
the court requires is proof that the couple
has been living apart and that can be satis-
fied by bringing a witness to court who
knows of the separation and will testify to
that effect. If the spouses have no problems
of custody, support or disposition or prop-
erty to work out or if they can agree on
those issues, there is no reason why anyone
who is reasonably articulate cannot do their
own divorce. It is important that docu-

ments be carefully prepared but the papers

are not particularly complex. An excellent
source of information and, in fact, a com-
plete step-by-step guide to the whele pro-
cess has been written by Ronald J. Reid. It
is called Divorce Guide for Ontario and is
available in most large bookstores. If you

-..follow ithe guide: carefully, you can easily
‘.:act ‘as your:own lawyer-at a full cost of

about $150 as comipared to the fee range of
$400-$700 usunally charged by lawyers.

Cynthia Hastings Zinck is a Toronito law

. Student.

“the Toike’s sexism,

One of the most illiterate, sexist, racist,
and bigoted Canadian university newspa-
pers is the University of Toronto’s Toike
Oike, published by the U of T Engineering
Society, It is indirectly subsidized by the U
of T Student Administrative Council and
directly by about 20 regular advertisers. The
Toike is tacitly condoned by the U of T ad-
ministration, since the paper continues to
be widely distributed on campus and be-
cause it becomes no less offensive in con-
tent and style.

Engineers generally seem to be the most

. blatant. sexist .group .on any campus; and

that: 1s certainly the.case:at:U. of T. For.
years, “ the “Toike has systematically: por-

s trayed women.in a-sexist manner..In-.doing

's0, it has reinforced the beliefs that violence
agamst women is entertaining; that' most
men .enjoy seeing women humiliated, hurt

.and: degraded ‘that most women enjoy-be--
“ iNg-so treated that women are only sexual

ob]ects an ‘,that women objecting to.such

1 portrayal are prudes, humourless and ex-

: tremls ~ :
:Earlier“ this. yeal
by U of T femini

) ‘.resp'onse to pressure

U of T-Status of
"Women Commrttee UTSWC) was ‘estab-
ished. It consists of individuals and groups

duates, graduate students, and staff

fenswe material pubhshed over the last 10

"“capacity for a limited period-of time.
So far, the campaign has had strong re-

gered particularly by -

oncerned with'i 1mprovmg the status of wo-
: men at U of T. Members include’ under-

his ‘tall, UTSWC began ~aujca’~mpaign .
“against sexistm in the Toike: Samples of of-

years and a list of advertisers to boycott
have been widely distributed both on and
off campus. As well, UTSWC has prepared
a list of demands intended to end sexism in
the Toike.

One major demand is the establishment
of an editorial board to develop guidelines
explicitly prohibiting publication of sexist,
racist and anti-gay material, and to examine
cach issue of the Toike to ensure that these
guidelines are followed. Other issues are the
inclusion on this board of both women and
men from the Engineering Society and that
a member of UTSWC be allowed to attend

“editorial meetings in a non-voting, observer

sponse from.students, staff and.concerned
members of the public. Over: 300 -groups
and individuals have:signed letters or-cards
endorsmg UTSWC’s demands. Three form-

¢r major advertisers in the Toike have stop-

ped: advertising there: Rudy’s.Restaurant,
the-Jewish Students’ Union, and the U of T
Ombudsman. But so far there has been no
"response from - William ' Alexander, Vice-
President, Campus: and. Community: Af-
fairs. Nor have ‘the Faculty of Engineering
administrators or the Engineering Society

. seen fit to respond to UTSWC’s demands. .

CAS for -the:. Toike itself, “its edltors
.Tesponse. SO~ far has  been a first issue in
-which they agreed not-to publish. ¢
-or racrally degradmg material’’ -and then:
proceeded to publish one of the most sexist
articles ever printed in the paper. A second

‘sexually -/

»

issue advised: “if you don’t like it, don’t’

read it,”’ and included a ‘‘satire’’ on the
women’s patrols on Philosopher’s Walk, a
U of T thoroughfare where at least 7 wo-
men were raped in 1979. Such an amusing
subject.

It is hard to account for engineering
students’ enduring ignorance and narrow-
mindedness. The Toike is only one expres-

iking It to Extremes

sion of a prevailing attitude among them.
Do they spend too much time with ma-
chines? Are their egos so fragile that the on-
ly way to build them up is to belittle women
and other groups who happen not to be
engineers (ignoring those women who are
engineers)? Whatever the explanation,

there is no excuse. .
[(JJean Wilson




by Susan G. Cole

* For the record: Toxic:Shock Syndrome is :
a rare“disease caused when bacteria“called..
staphylococcus aureus “builds  up- a ‘toxin
which canses a’severe drop in blood pres-
sure. Toxic Shock Syndrome’can be fatal.
Ithough preliminary indications are-that
most of ‘the victims of ‘Toxic Shock Syn-
drome (TSS) are- women of menstruating
age, tampons are not the cause of the.
disease. ‘Staphylococcus .aureus. is. a fairly
ommon bacteria. In fact, it is the bacteria’

Ost:. commonly transmitted  during-sur-
gery. It:appears in the throat, on the skm
-and -canbe ‘a part of-the natural vagmal

the cervix or if it can enter the bloodstream
".'via lesions or sores.

So far, researchers have been able to
determine two ways in which TSS could be
‘related to tampons. A tampon that expands
width-wise and is left in the vagina for a:
long time will not allow the cervix to drain
or breathe. Unfortunately, no one is certain
exactly how long. Some say upwards of ten

hours, others think that a tampon left in for
days will do the damage. Or, a tampon that
contains material that causes irritation may
create the lesions through which
staphylococcus aureus can enter the blood
stream, ‘‘Rely’’, the tampon publicized as
being associated with TSS, could have been
the culprit either way. Designed to expand
width-wise, almost sphericlly, it could cer-
tainly have prevented the bacteria from
draining away. Then again the presence of
polyurethane foam (yes, that’s house in-
sulating material) in “‘Rely’’ could have
caused lesions in the vagina.

It is a scandal, not that there is a possible
relationshp between tampons and TSS, but
that federal regulatory agencies have not
given any attention to the. possible
deleterious effects of tampon usage. In a
way, we should not be entirely surprised.

- Even in the case of drugs taken internally,
" the Health Protection Branch is not exactly
rigorous in its monitoring system of drugs
placed on the market. This became evident
five vears ago when women were wondering
how the oral contraceptive, increasingly
controversial as more and more women ex-
perienced side effects, was being studied.
Not much has changed since then.

The present monitoring system uses Ad-
verse Drug Reaction cards, The Health Pro-
tection Branch asks that doctors fill out
these cards every time physicians se¢ an
adverse reaction to medication. This would

flora. The bacteria causes problems only if | -
ithe ‘bacteria doesn’t drain regularly from

have been a perfectly acceptable way to
monitor the birth control pill, except that
most doctors have never heard of the pro-
gram; Adverse Drug Reaction cards are not
automatically sent to all doctors; the onus,
it appears is entirely on the medical practi-
tioner. It is the most passive system of mon-
itoring imaginable.

In case you subscribe to conspiracy
theories and believe that government is
colluding with drug companies to allow
manufacturers cart blanche to market
whatever they wish, you should know that
drug companies have to submit studies over
a seven year period before a drug can go on
the market. But once the drug is approved,
nothing much goes on. In fact, a represen-
talive of a major drug company who was
trying to be responsible - contacted the
Health Protection Branch (the Health Pro-
tection Branch did not call the drug eom-
pany) to find out how many Adverse Drug
Reaction cards had been filled out for the
birth control pill. The Health Protection
Branch does not send an ‘annual report on
the file as a matter of course. Rather, the
information is stored away in a computer
and the drug company was asked to pay
$500 for the print out. This is no con-
spiracy. It’s a bureaucratic mess.

As it is, tampons are not monitored
because they are not taken ‘‘internally”’
(sic). This is a variation on the negligence
syndrome that allowed inter-uterine devices

lenstrual Inattention

Beverley Allinson

to be used without monitoring until 1975,
because it was a ‘‘device’’ and not a drug.
The joke about how quickly cyclamates
were wrenched from the market after rats
were given the equivalent of 500 cans of
Tab a day is not so funny. Given how swift-
ly governments react to carcinogens, the
ease with which manufacturers can insert
copper, cotton rayon fibres, or in the case
of ““Rely’” polyurethane foam, into the
vagina without any follow-up monitoring is
astounding.

Having been confronted with the possible
dangers of their products, tampon manu-
facturers were quick to fumble for a blame-
the-victim comeback; Ladies, change your
tampons more often. The implication that
the poor hygiene of tampon users is. to
blame for the incidence of Toxic Shock
Syndrome is preposterous logic. Nobody
has ever told women what ought to be
standard tampon usage (the chance that ws
will be given the smallest tidbit of informa-
tion grows slimmer as the forces of conser-
vatism try to prevent any ‘‘feminine
hygiene’’ products from being advertised in
the good old American way) let alome
described or explained in terms that will
safeguard women’s health.

Gillian Gosgrove, who wrote an investi-
gative article for the Toronto Sigr on tam-
pons, had difficulty convincing her editors
that the tarnpon story was front page news.

Vaginas, it seems, don’t belong on the front

«.an--environment - like  this,

page. What the newspaper was saying, in
effect; is that it is happy to use vaginas to
sell anything, but the press will not do.much
to protect them. The abuse of female sexual

L organs transcends even the motivation for
~ profit.. That miore than -half- the Star’s

readershlp has vaginasand would therefore ‘
have a more than passing interest ‘in_the
tampon story didn’t seem to mean much. In
in - which
‘manufacturers, government and the press.
cannot act in the interests- of ‘women and -
will not give to women the information we -
need, how are we to know that keeping a
tampon- inserted overmght is a ‘possible

‘health hazard.

And tampon manufacturers must have
been as pleased as punch to have read in'the
press that sponges, the organic alternative
to tampons, may also be a health hazard.
An article in the Globe and Mail (October
29, 1980) in a most irresponsible way was
headed “Sponges as Tampons May be a
Health Hazard.” Of course sponges could
possibly be a health hazard. Anything not
sufficiently tested could be dangerous.

In the same way that women continued to
take oral contraceptives even while the
media was stressing (sometimes hysterically
the possible side effects of birth control
pills, women are still using tampons. Tam-
pon sales have not fallen, and contrary to
another conspiracy theory that states that
tampon manufacturers are relishing the
controversy because women will have to
change tampons more often and therefore
buy more tampons, tampen sales have not
increased. Tampon sales have not been af-
fected at all (Marketing, November 3,
1980).

Just as in the case of the birth control
pill, the tampon scandal does not leave
available to women the strongest consumer
weapon -— boycott, At least, the current
data indicates that a boycott is not the route
women are taking. It is always so with pro-
ducts that give women more freedom and it
produces for women a classic double bind.
We accept the biological imperative. We
menstruate. We get pregnant. And while
the related technology is almost entirely in
the hands of those who neither menstruate
nor get pregnant, we accept that as well. We
would rather take the risks than forfeit the
liberating advantages of either oral con-
traceptives or tampons. The best we can do
at this point is to gather as much informa-
tion as possible. And so far, that has been
difficult emough.

““The Constitution is a women’s issue’’
was the essential message of a long inter-
view with Toronto lawyer Marilon Mec-
Phedran, human rights specialist in private
practice who was the former director of
legal research on the CBC television pro-
gramme, “‘Ombudsman’’. McPhedran call-
ed attention to the legal concerns entailed
by six aspects of the Liberal Government’s
current constitutional proposals in her
discussion with Broadside interviewer
Judith Lawrence.

1. “Under the law’’ vs. “‘before the law.
The present Canadian federal Bill of
.. Rights, adopted by Parliament i1 1960, uses
the wording “‘before the law,”” which has
made it possible for the courts to apply the
narrowest possible interpretation of their
powers in decisions regarding discrimina-
tion. ‘‘Before the law’’ has been interpreted
to mean only the administration of the law
and the courts have seen it as interfering un-
duly with the parliamentary process to in-
terpret “‘before the law’’ as including actual
legislation and other activities of the pro-
vinces.
The wording ‘‘under the law,”” in con-
trast, requires the courts to include in their
- area of responsibility provincial and federal
legislation as well as administration of the
law. McPhedran said, “‘you have a fighting
chance that the judges are going to be
broader in the approach they take to what

ER

they’re prepared to adjudicate on.”” The

Liberals, however, want to change back to

“pefore the law,”” in their proposed altera-
tions to the Charter of Rights and Free-
doms to be entrenched in the constitution.
Since an entrenched charter would apply to
federal and provincial legislation, the re-
strictive mandate to deal only with the ad
ministration of the law would become vest-
ed forever in the courts and the Supreme
Court could not work through its decisions
to pioneer in human rights the way the U.S.
Supreme Court has.

2. The fact that the courts have the enor-
mous power described above means that
everybody’s human rights are in the hands
of the judges, who are by and large white
males from privileged strata of society. The
Supreme Court is filled with lifetime ap-
pointmenis made by the government and
cabinet, and has not had a single woman
justice in its 1035-year existence.

3. Section 24 of the proposed Charter of
Rights and Freedoms may well have the ef-
fect of “‘pouring concrete over the existing
situation of WNative women’s rights,”’
according to McPhedran’s analysis. Section
24 specified that ‘‘the guarantee of certain
rights and freedoms in this charter shall not
be construed as denying the existence of any
other rights or freedoms that exist in Can-
-ada including any rights or freedoms that
pertain to Native Peoples of Canada.’’ It is
thus possible for an interpretation to be
given to the Indian Act that it is an existing
right of Indian men now not to have their
status affected by marriage. A native wo-

man’s situation might become solidified
with Section 24 because of the specific ref-
erence to Native Peoples, whose pre-exist-
ing rights the government does not want to
interfere with. The courts could possibly
rule that the pre-existing discrimination is a
“‘right’* which they refuse to interfere with.

4. Cabinet minister Lloyd Axworthy’s reply
to queries of this sort is, ‘* Of course, that is
not what we intend.”” McPhedran makes
the strong point, however, that neither in-
tention, written or verbal, nor statements
recorded in Hansard count as evidence
admissible in court. Clear expression of in-
tent must be present in the legislation itself
if we are to have protection in the eyes of
the courts.

S. Section 15 of the proposed Charter ex-
plicitly prevents discrimination on the basis
of race, national or ethnic origin, age, sex
or religion. It makes no mention of sexual
orientation, marital status, or political
belief. And when it refers to the fostering of
affirmative action, it makes no mention of
women as a group to whom affirmative ac-
tion is applicable.

6. Section 29.1 breaks new ground in speci-
fyving that the Charter is to be applied to
Parliament and to the Provinces — some-
thing the Bill of Rights now in effect has
not done. But, and it’s a big one,. Section
29.2 states that Section 15 shall not have ap-
iplication until three years after the rest of
the Charter comes into force. The official
explanation for this exception is that a lot

of legislation will have to be amended and
changed, but in fact many provisions of the
Charter would require such changes. Why
is Section 15 alone singled out for excep-
tion? As lawyer Mary Eberts has pointed
out, the people could be asked to vote on
Section 15 by referendum and it would thus
be open to being wiped out without any of
the rest of the Charter’s being affected.
Women's input is critical at the time the
Charter is in joint commnittee, concludes
McPhedran. Both the Liberals and the
NDP were content to leave women’s rights,
native rights, and loopholes in the Charter
to the committee stage; Broadbent’s big
fracas with Trudeau dealt with resource
control. If we women don’t convince this
joint committee, we've had it. While specif-
ic women’s groups have been ‘guaranteed
audience with this committee, it is equally
important that individual women from all
walks of life all over the country make their
opinions known to the committee. This can
be done by writing to the Canadian Ad-
visory Council on the Status of Women,
Box 1541, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P
5R5 or by sending in the coupon printed in
last month’s {Oct./Nov.) Broadside. It is
vital that the committee see broad-based
concern among women in general, not just
lobbying activity that can be written off as
“Interest groups.” The full text of the pro-
posed resolution can be obtained from
Publications Canada, Box 1986, Station B,
Ottawa, K1P 6A6. .
— Judith Lawrence and Jane Hastings
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BC BOOKSTORE BURNS

The Vancouver Women’s Bookstore used
to have one of the largest collections of
feminist literature in Vancouver.

Used to have. The Vancouver Women’s
Bookstore is in ruins, a victim of arson.
Tuesday, 14 October, the bookstore was
gutted and more than a thousand books,
magazines and records were either des-
troyed by fire or heavily damaged by water.

The previous week there were two burg-
laries in the bookstore, located in a very
old building, a building so old that fire in-
surance is always either impossible to ob-
tain or prohibitive in cost. The fire that
destroyed the building and the collection
was apparently set during a third break-in.

A fair amount of stock was rescued im-
mediately after the fire, much of it in
damaged condition, and this has been
stored at the Marginal Food Co-op in Van-
couver.

The bookstore files were saved, and
Gloria Greenfield, a member of the book-
store collective, tells me the job of
recreating the card file of titles is a big one,
but they’ve made a great deal of progress,
and held a2 successful fire sale at the
YWCA.

Anyone wishing to buy books from the
remaining, salvaged stock, can visit the
temporary backstore at the Marginal Food
Co-op.

Messages and donations for the book-
store can be sent care of Ariel Books
(another women’s bookstore), at 2766 West
Fourth Ave., Vanconver.

Right now, most of the time and energy is
going into reconstructing, finding space for
a permanent bookstore relocation, and just
trying to get a focus on what exactly needs
to be done. Money, obviously. There was
no insurance coverage, and we all know col-
lectives never get rich.

In Nanaimo, the once-a-month coffee
house held by the Folklore Society is going
to dedicate the profits form a future coffee
house to the women’s bookstore. That
ought to bring in at least five bucks. (Folk-
lore Society coffee houses never get rich,
either.)

The “Quadra’, a women’s club in
Vancouver, has offered to help, and right
now one possibility seems to be a ‘‘mixed”’
dance there. For those not too interested in
the club scene, or even for those who are,
some consideration is being given to a wo-
men-only coffee house evening with read-
ings by area poets, performances by women
musicians.

Increasingly, women, women-run busi-
nesses, and the women’s movement are the
target of mindless violence. 1 fear it will
grow, and that more than ever we are going
to have to realize we are not safe on the
streets of the cities, towns, villages-of this or
any other country in the world. Our daugh-
ters are not safe. Our bookstores are not
safe. Something sick and vile iIs growing,
the right wing born-againers have just won
an election down south, and we’re all on the
razor’s edge for sure. )

They start by burning our books. There’s
historic precedent to that! What next?

[JAnne Cameron

CARAL

In April 1980 the Canadian Association
for Repeal of the Abortion Law changed its
name to the Canadian Abortion Rights Ac-
tion League. CARAL is a national organ-
ization of volunteers who support the
development of government-funded com-
prehensive services in the whole field of sex-
uality, including contraception, family
planning, education and research.

Its primary focus, however, is abortion.
It is dedicated to securing the right of every
woman to have a safe arrd legal abortion in
the event of an unwanted pregnancy.

The task is enormous. Anti-choice (anti-
abortion) forces are gaining momentum.
There is an erosion of the right to choose
abortion, and abortion services across Can-
ada are declining at an alarming rate.

The Toronto Chapter of CARAL has
recently been reactivated to organize
around this issue locally. Despite its limited
resources, it is actively pursuing these goals.

To promote the visibility of the pro-
choice movement Toronto CARAL has
sponsored an educational meeting on
“Abortion Today,” set up information
booths in public places, organized a
demonstration on Mother’s Day, and form-
ed a University of Toronto chapter. It has
also contacted all Metro secondary and
separate schools, offering speakers and
literature.

On a governinental level, it has circulated

“AGAINST THE KLAN

A day-long conference (‘‘Not Just a Song
and Dance — A Community Event to Op-
pose the Ku Klux Klan’’) was held on Satur-
day, November { in Toronto. It was spon-
sored by a community coalition, the River-
dale Action Committee Against Racism
{RACAR), which is made up of individuals
and representatives from community,
church, political and women’s groups.
RACAR was formed in response to the re-
cent upsurge of activity by the Ku Klux
Klan in the Toronto area.

An open house was held in the local Sikh
Temple. The rest of the program was held
at Eastdale Secondary School. Two hun-
dred and fifty people attended the showing
of the film ““The New Klan” and then
broke up into workshops dealing with the
Klan and women, gays, trade unions,
religion, culture and neighbourhoods.

The workshop on ‘Women and the Klan’
began with a presentation by members of
the International Women’s Day Committee
on why they thought the women’s move-
ment should involve itself in a community
campaign to smash the Klan. As well as op-
posing the KKK because of its white su-

premacist ideology, it was pointed out that
the Klan is the militant sector of the ‘‘New
Right’’ which is emerging in North America
today. In the United States, this new Right
has targeted the women’s movement. It has
consistently opposed abortion rights, the
Equal Rights Amendment, affirmative ac-
tion, the right to choose sexual orientation
and most of the gains that women have
fought for in recent years.

After the conference workshops the par-
ticipants came together for a plenary ses-
sion during which they were addressed by a
member of the Law Union on the question
of how the community can best organize
against groups such as the Ku Klux Klan.
Spokespeople reported from the various
workshops, and the comments and recom-
mendations reflected the intent of the
different groups to continue their involve-
ment in the anti-Klan fight.

Those interested in further information
sheuld contact: Riverdale Action Commit-
tee Against Racism, 947 Queen St, East,
Toronto, M4M 119; at (416) 465-1143,
469-3659 or 469-1819.

UCarolyn Eagan

21 McGILL BURNS

There have been two major fires of parti-
cular concern to Canadian women in the
last month. The most recent was the specta-
cular fire early November 12 at 21 McGill,
the posh 7-year-old women’s club in
downtown Toronto. The other fire occur-
red in Vancouver, in October, at the not-
posh Vancouver Women’s Bookstore. Both
buildings were gutted — and both fires were
the work of arsonists.

21 McGill already is being cleaned up in
preparation for rebuiiding. Although
damage was estimated at 2.2 million, the
building was insured and financial re-
sources are available for rebuilding.

508 Richards Street in Vancouver was not
insured, and it will be a difficult, perhaps
impossible, task for the bookstore to find a
new location to rent, let alone to develop a
new irrventory. It has been a hard, 8-year-
struggle to establish a women’s bookstore
in Vancouver on little or no money and a
lot of volunteer effort. The bookstore is a
serious loss to the women’s community on
the west coast. Not only was it well stotked
with women’s books, records, and papers,
but it was a popular drop-in centre and
community news source.

O Jean Wilson

petitions and written letters to MPs, MPPs,
and cabinet ministers.

An attempt has also been made to mon-
itor the activities of various ‘‘Right to Life’’
organizations and counter them whenever
possible. The effectiveness of these ac-
tivities is limited by the number of active
members. More volunteers are urgently
needed.

At present Toronto CARAIL has three

major committees. The Political Action
Committee will organize for the spring pro-
vincial election. The ““Right to Life’” move-
ment is already mobilizing massive support
for anti-choice candidates. OHIP funding
of abortion is under attack. ’
.~ The Speakers’” Committee will train
members as pro-choice speakers for
schools, community groups, and other
organizations. The first speakers’ workshop
will be held on'November 24, at 7:30 pm at
the Forest Hill Library, 700 Eglinton Aven-
ue West, Toronto.

The Promotion Committee solicits' sup-
port and increases the visibility of the pro-
choice movement through displays, pam-
phletting and demonstrations. Active sup-
port is needed in all of these areas.

CARAL is concerned that the public is
unaware of the dangerous threat of the
“‘Right to Life’” movement. A recent opin-
ion polt confirms that 57% of Canadians.
consider abortion to be a medical matter
between a woman and her doctor. Yet this
majority is a silent one. We must not re-
main silent.

The ‘“‘Right to Life’” movement is a
powerful, vocal minority that threatens to
deny us the most fundamental of all rights
— the right to control our bodies.

To obtain further information or to be-
come involved, contact: Toronto CARAL,
c/o 128 Waverly Road, Tororito, Ont. M4L
3T3; 961-1507.

[ODiane Nannarone

BC FEMINIST COUNSELLING ASSOCIATION

Wyeth Lid.

Judith Bardwick

Psychologist Judith Bardwick gave a day-
long seminar entitled ‘‘Feminist Counsel-
ling and Therapy’’ in Vancouver on Nov-
ember 5 under the joint sponsorship of the
Feminist Counselling Association of BC
and the Women’s Resource Centre at Capil-
ano College. The seminar attracted over 100
women and a man or so for a content-filled
5 and a half hours of lecturing. The morn-
ing session dealt with value changes in the
seventies and their effects on the lifestyles
of women of different generations. The
contents of this presentation mayoe found
in Dr. Bardwick’s recent book In Transi-
tion and in her forthcoming book on the
“seasons of a woman’s life.”” .

The afternoon part of the seminar was
devoted to Bardwick’s new studies on the
formation of gender identity. Addressing
herself to the problem (among others) of
how lesbians and gay men manage to be
“mentally healthy’’ in our basically homo-
phobic society, she differentiated gender
identity into five components: (1) core gen-
der indentity as labelled in infancy (‘‘I am a
girl’’); (2) sense of being feminine or mascu-
line (“‘I am a tomnboy’’); (3) object choice
(sic! — a term borrowed from psychoanaly-
tic theory) (‘I have sexual relationships
with women”); (4) gender-typed role
behav— iour (“‘1 am a carpenter’’); (5) sex-
ual labels (*‘I am a dyke’’). Unlike other
psychologists and theorists on gender iden-
tity, Bardwick sees these five components
operating independently from one another
and developing at different periods in one’s
life. She points out that, with the exception
of core gender identity, which remains con-
stant from childhood on, the other com-
ponents can change in all directions
throughout life. Thus a woman may have a
strong sense of identity, including core
gender identity, and high self-esteem, and
feel good about being or becoming lesbian.
On the political front, Bardwick expressed
the view that many activities are ‘‘inher-
ently asexual.”” ‘‘For instance,”’ she went
on, ‘“‘does it make any real difference that {

happen to be a woman up here on the stage

" giving this seminar?”* The audience, surfac-

ing from frantic note-taking, emitted a long
silerice. At the end of her afternoon presen-
tation, she closed with, ‘I am a feminist,
but some of my best friends are men.’’ She
made numerous personal references during
her presentations to her own experiences in
marriage and child-rearing, and alluded to
her present relationship with a man, com-
menting that she fett male methodology in
social science research is too restrictive and
there is a place for the “‘very feminine’’ ap-
proach of going into the self. Asked later by
Broadside what she meant by the term
“‘feminist’’ as applied to herself, she re-

~plied, ‘I take seriously any capacity or re-

sponsibility I have to enhance the welfare of
women,’’

The Feminist Counselling Association of
BC has existed for two years in Vancouver
and currently meets on the second Wednes-
day of the month at 4 pm in the United Way
building. It started originally as a brown-
bag get-together in which women shared
their experiences and ideas, and this fall has
moved to a more structured monthly pro-
gramme including psychiatrist Ingrid Pac-

ey’s paper on counselling lesbian couples at

one meeting and work on a film about

Judy Stanleigh

NELLIE’S HOSTEL

Nellie’s, an emergency shelter for women
in Toronto, held a Fall Fair as a fund-rais-
ing event at Holy Trinity Church on Octob-
er 25. As well as the usual table and baking
sales, there was an auction, a food bar, as-
sorted ‘‘Nellie’s’” aprons and t-shirts and.a
raffle which offered as prizes a Mazda, a
colour T.V., a food processor and dirmer
for two.

Unfortunately it was pouring rain, so the
fair did not attract the crowds Nellie’s had
hoped for. But one woman commented that
she was having a great time, and another
dedicated woman sat outside in the rain
protected by a large umbrella, catching ev-
ery passer-by to sell them a raffle ticket.
The $4300 earned will be just a smali help to
an important women’s service in our com-
munity.

counselling unemployed women at another.
The Association now has letterhead station-

~ery and takes public political stances. 1n ad-

dition, it has sponsored the Vancouver
““Directory of Counselling Services for Wo-
men,”’ currently out of print from heavy
demand. Further information on the FCA
may be obtained from the current co-ordin-
ator, Ingrid M. Pacey, 2150 West Broad-
way, Vancouver, BC, V6K 4L9; (604)
738-8013.)

U JYane Hastings

Broadside
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by Karen Black

The 350 library workers of the Toronto
““Public Library who went on strike in early
October are now back to work. The strike
of CUPE Local 1996 represented the cul-
:“mination of an increase in involvement and
- “awareness which surfaced about a year ago.
“Tocal “president Kathy Viner feels-that
significant gains were made on a number of
important issues.

In the final round of negotiations the

union asked for-an 8 percent wage:increase. -

retroactive to January 1, 1980 and a 2 per-
cent wage increase retroactive to September
15, 1980, plus a $200 bonus to be folded in-
to everyone’s salary at the end of the year.
Along with this, the union asked for a 3.6
percent of the payroll to be set aside to pay
for the rise in salaries that will result under
the job reclassification system — another
very important issue.

What the union managed to get instead
was a 10 percent wage increase retroactive
to January 1, 1980 and a $300 lump sum
payment for all employees. Only those
earning less than $14,600 will receive the
$200 bonus folded into their annual salary.
Although the 10 percent wage increase
looks good, management scrimped by only
setting aside 2.8 percent of the payroll for
the job reclassification program — which
brings us to the next issue.

At the present time, library jobs are de-
fined and salaries are paid according to job

“ evaluations that were done in the 1950’s.

Because the technology used in library work
has changed so drastically over the past 25

years, the job classification’ scale is -com- -

pletely out of line with the actnal jobs being
performed. This means that many workers
are underpaid and some workers are over-
paid. : The - agreement - reached . between
management and CUPE Local 1996 on this
issue is such that those workers who have
been identified as underpaid will be up-
graded while those identified as being over-
paid will not be downgraded nor will they
receive a cut in salary. The idea is that it is
not the employees’ fault that the system got
out of whack because library administra-
tion failed to respond to changing technol-
ogy. Also, it is acknowledged that those
identified as ‘overpaid’ are overpaid only in
relation to other library workers, not in
relation to those performing similar jobs
outside the library system. This part of the
agreement is seen by Kathy Viner as a major
victory.

Another major issue was the clanse con-
cerning technological charge. Here the
union considers itself very successful,
thanks to the efforts of Toronto’s ex-
mayor, John Sewell, who played an impor-
tant role in the negotiations. The clause en-

Beverley Allinson .~

possible to adapt to changing technology. If
this is mot possible the employee will be
moved to a position of similar worth or at
the very least will continue on the same
salary in a different job. The clause also en-
sures that no one with one year’s seniority
will be laid off.

Members of the Local are fairly content
with the maternity leave package which
allows for three months® paid leave with the
option to extend to six months’ unpaid
leave with a further option to extend at the
discretion of the Chief Librarian.

The union did not make any gains in get-
ting improvement in vacation entitlements.
The lack of success on this issue has left
some union members less than satisfied
with the entire agreement.

Aside from the vacation entitlement issue
there is some discontent over the fact that
only those earning less than $14,600 will get
the $200 folded into their salary.

Morale during the three weeks of strike
activity was very high and it is expected that
we’ve not heard the last from this segment
of the female workforce.

Margaret Papandreou is. one of the
founders and organizers of the Women’s
~Union of Greece. The union was establish-
ed-quite recently, after the junta left power,
and it is generally sympathetic to PASOK,
the Panhellenic Socialist Party, whose lead-
er is Andreas Papandreou. Margaret Pap-
andreou has recently been in the United
States speaking at universities and to offi-
cials at the United Nations. She is hoping to
enlist support for setting up an Institute to
study the situation of women in the Medi-
terranean region.

She spoke briefly to Broadside by tele-
phone about the Conference of Mediterran-
ean women held last October in Athens,
Twenty-five women’s organizations from
all but a few of the countries bordering the
Mediterranean sent three delegates each,
with other women as observers, to talk
about the problems facing women in this
area. The rights of Palestinian women, and
“building a bridge between feminisni and
socialism’’ were two of the subjects consid-
ered. The conference marked a whole new
era of co-operation between women of
these countries. (Incidentally, Margaret

By Kay Macpherson

said the conference was covered by about
70 press representatives, none of them Can-
adian.) Since relations are strained between
some Mediterranean governments, co-oper-
ation between women’s organizations is not
always easy. Greece and Turkey are still far
from friendly to each other as a result of the
1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus. This situ-
ation is complicated by the fact that both
Greece and Turkey have changing status
within the NATO alliance. The machina-
tions of the United States are well known,
but no more welcome to those working for
an independent Greece than in the past.

At the present time, with Greece expect-
ing a general election next year, pressure is
being exerted by the Americans, and all
kinds of deals are being attempted with
both Turkey and Greece to get Greece back
into NATO as a full political and military
member. Since the end of the Junta régime,
Greece, like France, has not been part of
the military wing of NATO. Andreas Pap-
andreou, who advocates a socialist Greece
independent of NATO, is thought to have a
very good chance of winning the next elec-
tion. Hence the hurry to get Greece reinstat-

ed before Papandreou can carry out his pol-
icies.

The United States wants to be able to
mount military operations around the oil
producing nations. It is therefore seeking to
extend the jurisdiction of NATO, through
bases in Turkey. This is a move seen by
many as escalating the arms race and threat-
ening war in the Middle East. This danger-
ous situation is much closer to the lives of
women in the Mediterranean area than for
us in Canada. What we tend to forget is
that any future involvement of the United
States may very well put Canadians, civil-
ians in particular, in the front line of a nu-
clear exchange. We know that the idea of a
limited nuclear war, and the US govern-
ment’s belief in its ability to undertake and
win a first strike, is gaining strength every
day. With Reagan in the White House, this
wholly unrealistic view will be dominant.
The first nuclear bomb, whether it is ex-
ploded by accident or by design, in all likeli-
hood will trigger an all-out response by the
nucleur powers.

Greek women have vivid memories of
both oppression and war. Some of the old

women in mountain villages have carried
ammunition and supplies up steep moun-
tain paths to supply the partisans, and their
recent experiences under the junta have in-
creased their determination to resist inter-
ference from outside.

The Greek Women’s Union took on an
unusual task a few years ago. It planned
and organized a two-week tour: ““Greece -
through new eyes’”’. A feminist tour of
Greece gave women and some men from all
over the world a different perspective on
Greece’s historic monuments and culture. It
also provided an opportunity to meet to-
day’s Greek women and to learn about their
lives and how they are going about improv-
ing the status of women in their country.
Melina Mercouri, Lady Amalia Fleming
and other women members of Parliament
are part of the Union and contribute to the
workshops and discussions planned for
their visitors. Because of the coming elec-
tion in Greece, the next tour will probably
not take place until 1982. Having been part
of the first touring group in 1978 I can re-
commend the experience to anyone interest-
ed in gaining a greater understanding of the
wonien’s movement in other countries,

On the weekend of Novembcer 8 and 9,
Hogie Wryckoff, author of Solving
Women's Problems and long-time member
of the Radical Therapy Coliective of
Berkeley, California, ran a workshop on
co-operative problem solving and training
for practitioners. She has developed a life-
skill approach to therapy which integrates
body and verbal work to facilitate equaliz-
ing power in relationships and general life
situations, This problem-solving approach
requires women to set their own goals
through contractual work.

Why Hogie Wyckof? Each workshop
cost participants money and | wondered,
since similar skills are available in Toronto,
why someone would pay to spend one or

Radical Therapist

by Judy Stanleigh

two days with Hogie. For one thing, Hogie
has been working in this area for 12 years.

Also différent individuals operate with dif-
ferent personal styles. Hogie’s approach in
facilitating and teaching problem-solving
has qualities that can be attributed only to
her manner of operating. She is clear, direct
and relaxed, and criticism is transmitted in
a loving manner. Best of all she did not con-
vey the objective, removed, professional
approach so common in therapy. She of-
fered the workshop participants exposure
to another style in co-operative problem-
solving, )

The first day provided an introduction to
problem-solving techniques, the second day
was a training day divided into personal

work, problems with clients, and issues of
general concern in therapy with women.
Often other women acted as facilitators so

. Hogie could observe and give feedback.
“The general reaction to the workshops was

positive.

Co-operative problem-solving is a struc-
tured approach. Although it can be versa-
tile, since the faciltator’s abilities are direct-
Iy related to her own personal style and sen-
sitivities, it is still a formula of setting goals
and contracting for time. Some ‘leadership’
‘direction is needed, but in spite of this, the
goals of this process, particularly equality
of power and developing new ways of un-
derstanding and dealing with our oppres-
sion as women, is certainly in keeping with
feminist concerns.

Hogie Wyckoff’s book Solving Women’s
Problems will soon be out of print and will
not be reprinted. Instead, the publisher is
printing a new version entitled Solving Pro-
blems Together. The original cover des-
cribes how the book addresses itself to
women; the new cover does not use the
word woman at all. The new cover explains
that this book is to teach ‘all of us how to
develop sensitivity.” In this altered version,
women become invisible and yet again part
of the collective ‘we’. No longer is this a
book for women. And due to the econom-
ics of book publishing Hogie Wyckoff has
no choice but to yield to pressure from her
publisher and has no control over how the
book is sold.
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by Judith Quinian

Male anthropologists have chosen to
believe that the patriarchy was a ‘‘natural’’
-progression of civilization, springing out of
the demands of an increasing population,
superimposed on the pre-existing male-
dominated hunting society.

There is absolutely no evidence for a
largely carniverous population in the first
place, so the prehistoric hunting model is
already invalid. Second, there is a mass of
evidence for the fact that the matriarchal
civilizations were invaded by small groups
of warlike patriarchal tribes, so that there
was nothing ‘‘natural’’ about this change.

These invaders were Aryan northerners,
perhaps themselves outcasts from the matri-
archies of Scandinavia. Their advance can
be documented in waves over about 2,000
years, and was typically one of armed inva-
sion followed by the institution of repres-
sive governments ruled by a class of priests
and chiefs. In other words, the patriarchs
introduced two foreign elements into the
world — war and law.

Faced with highly advanced matriarchal
civilizations, the task of transformation to
patriarchy was not simple, and took a long
time. The matriarchal resistance, in the
form of Amazon tribes, was strong. But the
Amazons were already a bastardization of
the matriarchal reality, and their resistance
came too little, too late.

It is important to note two things here:
firsi, that the form of a patriarchal takeover
must have been determined by the form of
the already existing matriarchal culture.
Even massive revolutions cannot happen in
a vacuum. Second, a change of such magni-
tude, even such a violent change, cannot
happen all at once. Its reverberations must
still be felt and its process continues to the
present.

In other words, from what preceded it,
we can postulate the specific form that the
patriszrchy would take, and from what we

observe at the present, we can confirm our
postulations, Bearing these facts in mind, I
will attempt to outline the patriarchal
takeover.

THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF PATRILINEAGE

A patriarchy is a system of social interac-
tion whereby the basic social and reproduc-

tive unit is that of father/son. In a matriar--

chy this basic unit is mother/daughter.

This simple change implies some far-
reaching social manipulations. It became
necessary to be able to identify and guar-
antee the paternity of every child. This re-
quires a huge degree of social control over
women’s bodies.

The early evidence remains in the legal
codes of the patriarchy — codes designed to
establish male ownership over women’s re-
productive capacity. Rape became legitim-
ized through the invention of the role of
‘husband’. Rape outside marriage was pun-
ished by death for the woman, or forced
marriage if she was single, Adultery was
also punishable by death — for the woman.
Tllegitimacy resulted for the child of any
woman if the father was unknown. In other
words, the establishment of patrilineage re-
quired that the male be proprietor of the
woman’s womb. This is the basic dis-
harmony of patriarchy.

It is important to note the inherent
violence of patrilineage, a violence that
permeates all aspects of patriarchal life.
There is no way that women can oppress
men sexually to assert maternity.

Present-day repercussions of this devel-
opment include paternalistic laws on abor-
tion and birth control, the legal institution
of marriage, and legal and moral restraints
against independent motherhood.

REPRESSION OF
FEMALE SEXUALITY

The establishment of a property relation-

ship between the male and the womb neces-
sitates a much more complex-control over
the total sexual nature of women. Given the
free sexuality of the matriarchy, it-was.im-

portant to suppress. this mtegral aspect of
matrlarchal culture.

The method used was one: of alienation

and:splitting: of the normal sensual female

1nto two parts. = reproductlve and pleas—

0y : Judg

good/ ev11 split is not constant, but depen-
dent on the specific needs of the patriarchy
at specific times and spaces. Sometimes
motherhood is elevated as ‘good’ and sex-
uality is ‘bad’. Other times (as when men
require prostitutes or harems), the whore is
good and the mother becomes the nagging
wife, It is the splintering of women’s sexual
lives that is important to the maintenance
of male dominance, not the specific forms
each splinter might take.

Present forms of this splitting remain in
the contradictory attitudes to woman as
wife and woman as sexual plaything; in
forced heterosexuality and the repression of
lesbianism; in the limitation of eroticism to
genital activity; and in the splitting of sex-
uality from all other aspects of life.

surplus value (waste); and (d) the develop-
ment of a technology geared to these
requirements. -

The: present stage of ‘patriarchal produc- -

tion “is 'a direct "result. ‘'of these charac-

teristics. We are now in a condition of com-i:
plete Waste-Production. ‘As of about ten.
years-ago; it became techinologically possi-:
ble to.produce all the basic needs of people

w1€hout the use of even one hour of h

In splte of thls, the pamarchal systems .
have contmued ‘toroll: along, mstxfymg

ample, a health system involved in the
manufacture of disease, an education
system that prodoces ignorance, a food
production system that is causing mass star-
vation (through ‘junk’ foods, and the use
of agricultural land for non-food crops), a
communication/transportation system that
inereases our isolation, and so on.

This is not bad management on the part
of the patriarchy. It is merely the natural
outcome of the patriarchal maitdate, based
on the need to suppress the matriarchal
system of home rule and integration of pro-
duction and reproduction. -

g PP
are supposed to do. So that we have, forex-

THE MYTHOLOGICAL TAKE-OVER

THE PATRIARCHAL MODE OF
PRODUCTION

Prior to the patriarchy the demands on
the productive life of the tribes were deter-
mined by the needs of a female point of
view. That is, the “household” was the
determinant unit of production. Patriarchal
production, which must take the economic
control out of the hands-of women (because
this is where it previously rested), split the
productive unit into ‘domestic’ and ‘public’
realms. It also split the labour of this tribe
into ‘productive’ and ‘reproductive’ la-
bour. Again it was the splitting that was im-
portant for the establishment of male
power. The particular interrelationships of
these modes and means of production at
different times and places is merely a study
in various patriarchal systems.

There are some universal characteristics
of patriarchal production resulting from
this splitting. These are: (a) a steady pro-
gression towards increasing work and de-
creasing leisure — even as the apparent

“workday has officially shortened, the actual

work involved in maintaining ourselves for
more work has increased, wil
correspondingly steady loss of ‘free tix
{b) a productive system geared to exchang
value rather than use-value (ice. profits ove
people); (¢} an increasing accumulation

a

er*

It is impossible to effect massive changes
in a society without a corresponding
symbolic justification. First there was a
splitting of material and spiritual con-
sciousness. But the spiritual fabric of
matriarchal life was too strongly integrated
to allow only this tactic. 1t was necessary to
justify, through -myth, such things as
matricide, rape, and the glorification of the
father/son relationship.

There was no matriarchal pantheon —
the four aspects of the great goddess were
seen as a unity, each part necessary for the
whole. To break this concept, the patriar-
chy had to introduce the spiritual hierarchy,
and establish a godhead.

There was, however, a universal matriar-
chal symbol that the boys could use to their
own ends. That was the matriarchal symbol
of the son.

Since fatherhood was more or less irrele-
vant to the matriarchal mind, the role of the
male was seen as that of the boy-child of the
mother. From our present-day point of
view this may seem to be an ‘emasculiza-
tion” of the male. That is only because we
have grown up with the idea of assumed
dominance of the father. Infact, as son, the
male of the species probably enjoyed his
greatest freedom. The son, like the
daughter, lived in complete harmony with
the cycles of the earth, and was an integral
part of the material and ritual life of the
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tribe.

His symbolic reference was one of death
and rebirth. The son represented the sacri-
fice of the earth in yielding her annual
harvest, and also the seed that was kept
from this harvest for sowing in the spring.
The daugher represented the seed that was
ground and milled to feed the tribe and
maintain life. The entire process was, of
course, regulated by the mother - the
moon,

The invading patriarchs seized the son-
symbol and turned him to their own use.
There is a clear progression of ideas in the
transitional myths of the patriarchy.

First the goddess was split, and her
nurturing nature was glorified, while her
death-dealing nature was feared and termed
evil. The symbolic annual death of the son
was ascribed to the action of the evil god-
dess. As serpent, which was the universal
'symbol for the spiral of life, she was then
destroyed by the son, to avenge his own
death. The serpent-killing hero is a com-
mon character in patriarchal myth. This
also served to justify matricide as an ‘accep-
tablé’ crime, a theme taken up by Freud at a
later stage.

The son, through conquering the serpent
(his mother, the moon) was able to steal
from her the secret of immortality and
motherhood, and in later times he was
reborn as the father — the Male Mother. It
is no accident that the male moon-landings
were to herald a rebirth of the patriarchal
spiritual ethic.

The serpent herself — the dark moon
goddess — was cast from the matriarchal
trinity of daughter-mother-crone, and
became the devil of christian myth — the
fourth member of the unholy trinity of
father-son-faggot,

The triple goddess (already a transitional
figure) was later reborn via the Male
Mother as the complacent wife/daughter
{Athena, Mary). The supremacy of the
Father over the goddess was established in
this way.

All these elements are contained in pre-
sent patriarchal mythology. Its forms
constitute the study of patriarchal theology
and classics, and more recently the basis of
modern psychiatry.

Still-transitional mythologies can be
found among the native peoples of North
and South America, of Polynesia and Aus-
tralia, and of central and southern Africa.
Here the patriarchal advance is less
developed, partly because there hasn’t been
enough time yet, and partly because the
resistance of these cultures has been
stronger. In the remnants of European
witchcraft, much of the mythological
heritage of our foremothers has been
preserved, as well as in the collective
memory of all women, through the
evidence of dreams and the subconscious.
These are all rich sources for feminists to
tap in fighting the monolithic myth-

breakers of the patriarchy.

ET CETERA

There are many other factors in .the

takeover of the patriarchy, some of which I
will briefly outline here:
1. Matriarchal time was tied to the natural
cycles of nature; to the gradual changesand
of the seasons and the moon. The
patriarchal solar-time system is diurnal and
linear, effectively cutting off our lives from
the rhythims of the earth, thus weakening
the matriarchal base. This manipulation of
natural time was a necessary prelude to the
control of women’s time to serve the de-
mands of the male class.

2. The patriarchal father-god is the god
of ‘pure thought’; the triumph of mind over
matter (‘‘In the beginning was the Word”’).
This splitting of the intellect and the
material world was necessary to undermine
the matriarchal view, which was built on the
idea of the unity of thought and substance
(in the beginning was the Listening).

3. The first patriarchal invaders were tall,
light-skinned men compared to the people
they conquered. They ruted by setting
themselves apart from the people as a
priestly caste, claiming divine right to their
power. When considering racism it is im-
portant to note that this is not just controt

-of one race by another, but historically is

control by the white race. The Aryan in-
vaders of the Mediterranean area seldom
allowed the men of the tribes they con-
quered to live. It was the women, taken as
slaves and concubines, who needed to be
controlled; and a light skin quickly became
a mark of male power.

In this way, it has been suggested that
racism and patriarchal power emerged si-
multaneously and that the prevailing ethic
for both is the same.

CONCLUSION

force. And there is no natural progression
to a system that requires six thousand years
of ‘continual warfare to maintain itself.

The second point to consider is that the
patriarchy is, in terms of human evolution,
a very young development. We know there
have been people on this earth for two
million years. The patriarchy is only six
thousand years old, one-third of one per
¢ent of human history. Before the patriar-
chal invaders appeared on the scene we had
doubtless experienced countless variations
of sccial order. How a group of people
chooses to organize itself is dependent on
such things as climate, topography, and
ecology, as well as a large component of
human imagination and pure chance,

The ultimate success of any social order is
not based on how far-reaching a culture is,
or even how long it manages to last. Our
success, as a species, depends on our ability
to cohabit this planet with the rest of the
complex fabric of living and non-living
things. On this count, the patriarchal ex-
periment is a dismal failure.

As feminists, our task is not to reassem-
ble the great matriarchs of the past. To at-
temipt this would merely risk a repetition of
the same set of events again. To attempt
this would be to assume that the matriar-
chal culture has already died.

Within and alongside patriarchal history,
the moral and spiritual values characteristic
of the matriarchy have continued to evolve.
Indeed, feminists today would not be able
to voice these values if they had ceased to be
a part of the human experience.

Our task now is to identify the matriar-
chal, woman-centred reality that surrounds
us still, to build on the power of this reality,
and to use it to resist and eliminate patriar-
chal dominance on this planet before it des-
troys us all.

Judith Quinlan is a Toronto writer and
physiotherapist,

Second of a two-part series.
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< the genetlc

by EVE ZAREMBA with
FLORA MACQUARRIE

INTRODUCTION

Sociobiology has been around for some time. Anyone
who has heard of ‘survival of the fittest’ has come into con-
tact with essentially sociobiological ideas. Pop anthropolo-
gists like Desmond Morris, Robert Ardrey, Robin Fox and
Lionel Tiger (whose chosen field is male supremacy) have
made money-on it for years. William Shockley and Arthur
Jensen, who make claims for a genetic basis for racial dif-
ferences in intelligence, are well within the tradition, al-
though not in the mainstream. So are preposterous books
like Richard Dawkins® The Selfish Gene, in which the an-
thropomorphized gene actually controls the actions and
motives of organisms; and interesting, wrong-headed ones
like Donald Symons’ The Evolution of Human Sexuality,
which goes ‘beyond sociobiology’ to populate two distinct
human natures based on different reproductive strategies
for ceach gender.

Here we are interested. i 1n the Sociobiology of its undis- -

o puted guruEdward O- Wilson. His Sociobiology: The New
Synthesis (a tome of 697 double column pages, pubhshed m

-1975) has been described as ‘the bible of a nascent science.’
Indeed it-is in-many ‘ways an impressive tour de force: an
exhaustive and ambitious. attempt at -an unified theory of

ental behaviour in-all kinds of organisms including humans.

oIty far-reachmg claims-and their poss1b1e implications can-_

. .not be 1gn0red or discarded.

Now in’ the bookstores. is Wllson s Soczobzology The
: Abrzdged Version, which cuts down on the references and:
-+ data summaries. 1ntended for academlcs buit.has leftvirtual-
. ly intact the final chapter on human social behaviour: In
this’ problematic chapter, Wilson leaves his somewhat con-:

ver51al account of general evolutionary prmcxples ‘behind
leaps mto a hlghly speculatlve and tendemlous disserta~

" Societies. In- 1978 “Wilson published a popularlzatlon of
some of his more problematic ideas about our species in a
Pulitzer Prize-winning book, On Human Nature.

Wilson’s sociobiological ideas have spawned a whole
school of scientific and political debate. At least a hundred
articles and a dozen full-sized books and anthologies have
appeared on the subject since 1975. The latest book — Ken-
neth Bock’s Human Nature and History: A" Response to
Sociobiology; University of Columbia Press — we haven’t
even seen yet.

Our critique of sociobiology as it relates to human spec-
ies and of Wilson as its chief exponent, is a mere drop in the
bucket under the circumstances. We have had to be selec-
tive in points raiséd, have had to omit and simplify. For in-
stance, any critique of Wilson’s genetics would have requir-
ed complex technical explanations and would not have left
much room for anything else. In fact, a number of geneti-
cists have pointed out that Wilson’s genetics are weak and
out of date. Readers will have to take that part on faith.
Perhaps it will suffice to bear in mind in reading what
follows that reproductive fitness carmot be equated with
gene selection. ‘Fitness’ is a very complex set of relations
involving not just bundles of genes but phenotypes, and
genetic and external environment includes language and all
elements of culture.

Genes are not the units of evolution nor are they, as
such, targets of natural selection. Natural selection oper-
ates on the whole organism; i.e., the individual human be-
ing or animal.

The implication of these caveats should become clear as
we consider Wilson’s work. .

MYTH OF THE GREAT HUNTER AND
THE PASSIVE FEMALE

Much of sociobiology rests on two related assertions
about our species.

1. Human characteristics, which evolved through natural
selection, are in large measure the heritage of our Pleisto-
cene (500,000 to 2 million years ago) hunter/gatherer ances-
tors. Like it or not we are stuck with these characteristics
because they represent ‘human nature’ — innate, unmodi-
fiable, universal characteristics of human beings.

Traits singled out by sociobiologists as human nature
tend to be ‘male’ characteristics: e.g., aggressiveness —

-supposedly useful to ‘man the great hunter.” Females are
seldom mentioned in terms of these traits and so-called fe-
male characteristics, €.g., coyness, are never discussed as
human in a general sense:

Male nature has thus been made synonymous with
human nature.

gy: an msect man whose prev1ous major ‘work was Insect

of social behaviour,-about sexual and par- .

2. How do sociobiologists account for this in terms of
natural selection? Harking back to Darwin, sociobiologists
have a simple answer; sexual selection works on the genetic
variability of males, not of females and their characteris-
tics. Sociobiology claims that all females get to be mummies
but, due to male intrasexual selection (competition between
males for females) only a selected few males get to be dad-
dies — the really successful ones more often than others.
Thus their characteristics are what matters: females are
merely passive carriers of the genes of selected males.

These assertions, central to much of sociobiology, are
demonstrably false even on the basis of androcentric
science,

First of all, sociobiological gospel itself insists on the.uni-
versality of the nuclear family!

““The building block of nearly all human societies is the
nuclear family”’. (As it happens, many anthropologists do
not agree, but that’s another story.) A nuclear family,
whatever its ideological connotations, is defined as a couple
(man and woman) and their children. Clearly, in such a
structure, mediocre males do get to reproduce. Sociobiolo-
gists can claim sexual selection of male traits or they can
claim the universality of the nuclear family; they cannot
claim both because the two are incompatible. Yet sociobiol-
ogists do exactly that. How come?

The deeply ingrained male supremacist bias which lies at
the core of this widely prevalent myopia will come as no
surprise. Wherever possible, men like to have it both ways.
Sociobiologists love to draw analogies between human so-
cial behaviour and that of selected types of apes (baboons
are a favourite) among which male intrasexual selection can
reasonably be postulated. At the same time, it is evident
that male sociobiologists have a heavy investment in the im-
age of the primitive human as the great hunter: ‘the
gatherer’ aspect gets very little attention, except by women.

The problem is that apes are not hunters, and thus their
social traits cannot be characteristic of hunters. Apes do

not pursue and kill big game in the manner attributed to hu-

man males. Among other mammals, the hunting of large
game, singly or in groups, is a characteristic of the cat and
wolf families. In these species females not only participate
in hunting big game but are more often than not the pri-
mary hunters (e.g., lions). From a biological standpoint
there is nothing innately male about hunting as a method of
acquiring food. In human beings big game hunting is clear-
ly culturally determined. Only language — the basis for all
culture — makes it possible for naturally poorly equipped
humans to hunt large, dangerous and/or swift.animals at
all.

thrive and reproduce.

birth to healthy infants in the first place. How did they g

There is a second, more telling reason why these asse
tions of sociobiologists are false. Again operative is an-u
scientific myopia regarding the role of females in reprodu
tion and a glorification of the male.component. Copulatic
and impregnation, in which males participate, are noti
there is to reproductive fitness. In fact a case can be ma
that these functions amount to very little in the context
the whole process. In order to pass on the geneg to subs
quent generations, the offspring themselves must liv

The more sociobiologists insist that our male ancesto
““invested less reproductive effort in the offspring,” t
more it follows that someone had to invest a hell of a'lot
we would not be here now. It was, of course, the femalg
They had to be strong and healthy to conceive and gi

and stay that way? Then, food had to be gathered — sony
times from some distance — and provided for these of
spring on a regular basis, not just sporadically. Childre
had to be sheltered, protected from predators, host
males, disease and accidents. To reach human maturi
they had to be taught, supervised and disciplined. Only fi
males who were smart, active and resourceful could hag
successfully carried out these functions in our ancestr
conditions. Nurturing gqualities do not mean a sympathe
heart and an ability to sing lullabies. What was and is'd;
manded is a high level of capability to function under a
verse and variable conditions. The ‘passive’ female of whi
middle-class mythology is a totally unnatural and.réce
construct of capitalistic patriarchy. |

There can be no doubt that natural sélection operated
the female parent. Intelligence and initiative had to be
selected-for traits because these are basie to the success of
species such as ours. Offspring of women with ‘surviy
characteristics’ were much more likely than others to reag
maturity and in turn to reproduce successfully. Characteri
tics of the male parent would be of secondary import
by definition, since he was much less involved with repry
ductive functions. :

It is hard to see how these facts could have escaped so
biologists, Wilson among them. Their androcentricis
exasperating but their naivety is astonishing. Below; a

American male, He underplays the economic role of £
males and assumes a passive contribution of women to
iety. Not only could this description not apply to our an
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tors, but it is not true of the bulk of the world’s people“‘

now' ;

‘The burldmg block of nearly all human societies is the
‘nuclear family. The populace of an Ameérican industrial ci-
ty, no less than a band of hunter-gatherers in-the Australian

‘desert; is organized around: this unit::. During. the day: the: -

‘women and children remain in the residential area while the
men forage for game or its symbolic equivalent in the form

of barter and money. The males ¢o-operate in bands to -

‘hunt or deal with nerghbourmg groups M

‘ RIMATES AND PRIMITIVES

Wllson and other soc1obrologrsts select certam trarts as
eing under genetic control because of what they claim as
he umversahty of ‘these traits.. Selected human behaviour,

which either has its’equivaleént among other prlmates (apes)
“or among so-called primitive human societies, is presented
s -having a common genetic origin. The argument is by an-
logy, which is unscientific in the:first place and is, in any

case, essentially circular. Any:trait selected as universal is.

- hereby ‘characteristic’ of the species and- must'by definition
“'have adaptive value. Conversely; if it is adaptive and contri-
sbuted to reproductive fitness then it:is characteristic, i.e.

senctically controlled, innate, natural and universal, Any-
- thing:at all can be claimed by this kind of reasoning.

“In fact similar feattires; even ‘of the ‘most! ‘universal’
. k1nd “do not indicate common: origins. Snnllar results do.
‘ot prove genetic causes. Similarities in behaviour between:

s and primitive - peoples or apes, where they may exist;

‘need have little or no;genetie connection but be responses to-~
similar:

imilar - environmental . conditions. - Conversely,

- problems are often solved differently in socretles which are
-undoubtedly genetically related.

- ‘It-cannot be emphasized -enough- that social behavrour

‘commonly observed in human societies need not be ‘univer-

“sal’, except.in the eyes of the observers, who are of necessi-

ty culturally prone select, as ‘innate human nature’ traits of

‘their own culture, time and ‘place: -‘Human nature is not a:

biological -entity-but an-ideological ‘construct:: Our human

“trajts and behaviour need have no.genetic origin except in
‘the' general ‘sense that everything we do-is within the gene-"-

: trcally determlned range of human possrbrhties

"-& continued page 20

RAMIFICATIONS OF SOCIOBIOLOGY

Our critique of sociobiology, as exemplified by Wilson,
is based on two premises.

The first of these is that sociobiology is demonstrably not
a science or even scientific theory as it claims to be. To be
scientific, a theory must meet certain criteria: falsifiability
high among them. Tt must be couched in specific categories,
rigid definitions and must use scientific methods. It must
shun metaphors, analogy and anthropomorphisms. It must
never assume that which it sets out to prove or claim more
than the evidence will fully support.

Sociobiology fails as a science on all these counts. There
is no evidence for the genetic control of specific human so-
cial traits such as interest Wilson — altruism, aggression,
xenophobia, conformity, homosexuality, heterosexuality,
or characteristic behavioural differences between men and
women.

The very choice of characteristics demanstrates Wilson’s
ethnocentric biases and sociological ignorance. His books
abound in examples of claims which are absurdly bad
science:

“Genetic capacity for blind conformrty spreads at

the expense of genetic incapacity.”’

“Genetic differences in mental traits, however

slight, tend to be preserved by raising of class bar-

riers, racial and cultural discrimination and physi-

cal ghettoes.”’

He even actually postulates-the existence of a single gene
“‘responsible for success and upward shift in status’’!

It is impossible to be indifferent to such statements,
wrapped as they are in the mantle of almighty science. They
are not merely unscientific, they are irresponsible and dan-
gerous. :

The second premise is that sociobiology is constrained by
its very logic to be a reification of contemporary social be-
hav1our as adaptrve and therefore ‘natural’, and therefore

groups in society. It seems to us no coincidence that socio-
biology has become rather fashionable at a time of right-
wing reaction.

Feminists have not been the only group to see the dan-
gers. Far from it. Wilson has been vehemently attacked by
the Science for the People Group of Boston scientists, who
note that theories such as sociobiology ‘‘operate as power-
ful forms of legitimation of past and present social in-
stitutions such as aggression, competition, domination of
women by men, defence of national territory, individualism
and appearance of status and wealth hierarchy.”’

Needless to say Wilson denies these charges, claiming on-
ly that sociobiology points to constraints on our ability to
change. Reading him persuades us otherwise. He does
claim much more than that. But even that can be bad
enough. The strongest constraint on the human ability to
change is the belief in the ‘unmodifiability’ of human na-
ture. The ramifications of such a position are pernicious in
the extreme.

As Leon Eisenberg says in a critique of Wilson contained
in The Sociobiology Debate: ‘‘Belief helps shape actuality
because of the self-fulfilling character of social
prophecy...by a remarkable transformation to justify what
is as what needs must be, social repression becomes a re-
sponse to rather than a cause of human violence...Pessi-
mism about man (sic) serves to maintain the status quo. Itis
a luxury for the affluent, a sop to the guilt of the politically
inactive, a comfort to those who continue to enjoy the
amenities of privilege. Pessimism is too costly for the
disenfranchized; they give way to it at the price of their
salvation.”

Our quarrel with sociobiology is not based on chauvinis-
tic wishful thinking or silly over-optimism. We uphold the
scientifically sound proposition that the full range of hu-

an possibilities has yet to be explored. 1et us hope we will
be allowed the time and opportumty to do so.
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by Barbara Halpern Martinean

1t’s been quite a time for women’s films in Toronto —
I've seen six feature films, directed and/or written by wom-
en that I'd never seen before in the past month here: two

- from Germany, one from Japan, one from Belgium, one
- from Quebec, and one from Australia. All are interesting
from a feminist film perspective, but except for the last, a
new film called The Getting of Wisdom; they’re unlikely to

‘be seen again soon unless extraordinary measures are tak- -

‘ e German Flms showed up on a program at the Art
allery of Ontario called ‘‘German films of the Seventies’’;

¢lgian and Japanese films were each part of a national

cinema series at the Ontario Film Theatre at the Science
“Centre; and the Quebec film, Mireille Dansereau’s second
feature, L ’Arrache-Coeur, was shown as part of a Canadi-
an:film celebration at Harbourfront.

Perhaps the rarest gem of all was a film made in 1949 by
edat Japanese (male) director Kenji Mizoguchi, My
as Been Burning, shown to.an audience of 33 (my-

cluded) on a.rainy Friday night at the Royal Ontario--
m. Mizoguchi’s fiim celebrates the extraordinary lif¢.

oman who-battled for women’s rights in Japan in the

The film describes itself in ifs opening credits as:*‘an

to the ' world for truly free women”’. In classic Mizo-
guchi-fashion, the central relationship seems peripheral un-
til.the very end. The basic theme of the film is illuminated
‘bond between the woman who suffers imprisonment

loss: of love and comfort for the sake of her behef and:

d treated:as a concubine, sxmply because she is poor

woman. In the last scene the two women .are united,

ko.wr ps her white shawl around both of them,ina
gesture of tenderness rarely seen between women in ‘main-
stream film.

feature film
a domestic drama which examines w1thout comment the life
of three sisters living with their widowed father, was written
by Yasujiro Ozu, the other great master of Japanese cine-
ma. Ozu is not known, as Mizoguchi is, for his feminism
and passionate belief, but for his quiet contemplation of
domestic life, which gives food for feminist thought. Light
in tone, romantic in plot, Tanaka’s film is nevertheless the
only Japanese film I have seen which explores the reality
behind the tea ceremony — the scurrying and sweating and
endless washing of dishes by the women in the kitchen,

The Second Awakening of Christa Klages is Margaretha
von Trotta’s first directorial solo — she has previously act-
ed in, written, and co-directed features with her husband,
Volker Schlondorff (7The Tin Drum) and while I have al-
ways. admired the results of their collaboration (4 Free
Woman, The Lost Honour of Katherina Blum), 1 think this
film shows the undiluted impact of von Trotta’s feminist vi-
sion as none of the others have. Once again, in“a manner
strikingly reminiscent of Mizoguchi, the central relation-
ship, seems peripheral — it is not the man-woman relation-
ship, nor even the long-standing friendship which develops
into a tender eroticism between Christa, the day-care work-
er turned bank robber on the lam, and her old school
friend-turned-cosmetician, who first takes Christa in, then
runs away with her. Christa is essentially alone at the end of
the film when she is finally confronted at the potice station
by the woman she held at gunpoint in the bank, a young
bank clerk who has been obsessively hunting Christa
throughout the film. The moment of truth arrives — can
you identify this woman? Christa stands defeated. The
young woman looks at her.intently, straightin the eyes, and

says; *‘I am positive this is not the woman:”> I must:confess,..

“T'wept for joy — a glossy; professionally produced feature
film, dense with political ‘overtones, -and uncompromising

- inits celebration of female solidarity. (The'AGQO program:.
drawn " from Jan - Dawson’s: article in Sight and. -

notes;
“Sound, accomplished -the near-miraculous feat:of discus:
sing . the film at'length without once mentioning the rela-
tlonshxps between the women or any, feminist 1mphcat10ns

I+ whatsoever.)

The second German film shown at the AGO was Erika’s

.~ Passions, by, Ula Stockl, a.more experimental- feature in
: black and. white detailing an-evening and night spent’ina
; small _apartmient by two women who: have been friends but

“not lovers, and who explote the Tecesses of their relation-
ship in disturbing, rather fascinating detail. “Again, not an

licitly feminist film, but certainly it is food for feminist -
thought. We simply have not had nearly enough of women *

- using artistic skills to explore relatlonshlps among women
‘espec1ally in fllm

Les Rendez—Vous d’Anna, by Chantal Akerman from '
Belgium, is the third feature-length' film from. a young
dlrector who has had a profound effect on film makers and

apan Tanaka s film, The Moon Has Risen, -

~ Susannah Fowle

young director travelling around Europe with her film,
spending time alone in hotel rooms and trains, meeting peo-
ple, seeing a great many cars, neon lights, railroad tracks.
Lying in a hotel bed with her mother, whom she has stop-
ped to see for the first time in three years, she tells of her
love for another woman, whom she met at a screening, and
how she never knew.it could be like that with a woman, and
how at the time she thought of her mother. Her mother lis-
tens, then says, ‘I couldn’t tell your father,”’ puts her arm
around her daughter, and they sleep.

1 was disappointed by my first viewing of L’Arrache-
Coeur, by Mireille Dansereau. I had liked her first feature,
La Vie Revée, so very much. I’ve been waiting impatiently
for this film to be shown in Ontario. (It opened over a year
ago at the Montréal Film Festival.) The film is about a mo-
ther-daughter relationship — primarily about the
daughter’s need to make peace with her mother so that she
can get on with her own life unhindered by her past, cer-
tainly a theme of interest to many of us. The Harbourfront
film series was not well enough publicized — no women I
spoke with knew anything about it — and there were thir-
teen people in the audience, including myself. La Vie Revée
was never released theatrically outside of Québec and the
future looks gloomy for L’Arrache-Coeur. But I'd certain-
1y choose to see that film again in preference to most of the
schlock that fills our commercial theatres.

dle- c]ass prostltute m ‘Brussels. Anna in the new film is a

The Getting of Wisdom: this is a film you will have a
chance to see, if you live in or near a big city. It is new, glos-
sy, and being given a big, woman-oriented promotion by
Pan-Canadian, the distributors who brought us My Bril-
liant Career. Let us be thankful for some blessings. 7The
Getting of Wisdom, which might be subtitled, Sister of My
Brilliant Career, can stand on its own sturdy feet. Another

film about a young woman in Australia at the turn of the

century, who aspires to greatness and is surrounded by stuf-
fy convention, who eventually writes the account of her
early self which becomes the basis of the film (why, in this
film’s credits, as in My Brilliant Career, is there not more
clarity about the author’s identity? It shouldn’t be the sole
preogative of critics who get press kits to know that Henry
Handel Richardson, author of the novel on which The Get-
ting of Wisdom is based, is the pen name of Ethel Richard-
son Robertson, the original of Laura Tweedle Rambotham,
our heroine.) The screenplay is by Eleanor Witcombe, who
also adapted My Brilliant Career from the novel by Miles
Franklin, alias Stella. Maria Sarah Miles Franklin..Having
attended .the screening with -suspicion: — male director
(Bruce Beresford), trailing on the coattails of My Brilliant .
Cdreer; harrumph; etc. -1 soon found myself in-that ma=

“gic land somewhere between memory:and:-myth, where.a

bright light 1llummates personal memory and the origins of

-myth.

When I went to Cambridge for an interview at Radcliffe
College, I was fifteen, personally shy, arrogant about my

_presumed- intellectual accomplishments, idealistic. I re-.

member nervously fmgermg the pleated dacron bow-on my

‘flowered blouse as I sat with the Dean of Admissions in her: |

elegant ‘office. Tt was & large bow which T thought rathe
cleverly concealed my ample bosom. The Dean of Adm1
ite - She explained that there were all soris
fe, designed to ensure a fair geograph

irl Were“more ‘comfortable there, fit i m more e sﬂy than

‘others. Her little talk sailed nght over my head — it was a

long time before I realized that being a reasonably intelli-

gent: workmg class. New York Jew with a dacrom, bow was
the 1deal prototype of the Radchffe student

Thxs was one of several personal memories which bub-
bled up as 1 watched The Getting of Wisdom, which is
about the experiences of Laura Tweedle Rambotham from
the Outback at a posh ladies’ finishing school in Mel-
bourne. Laura quickly learns that her frilly red bonnet and
brightly bedecked dress, laboriously sewn by her mother,
are hopelessly unfashionable — she is slower to learn that
her eagerness to please, her energetic imagination, and her
outgoing, demonstrative nature are equally offensive to the
school’s rulers. One of the triumphs of the film is that it
manages to convey the complex message that those same
qualities which the school attempts to stifle in Laura are es-
sential to her survival, and in fact enable her to use what the
school*has to offer, win her music scholarship to Leipzig,
and go on to leave her dubious background far behind.
What becomes of Laura’s mother and sister, major ele-
ments of her dubious background, is not indicated.

It is interesting to compare the romantic subplots of the
two filmic portraits of artists as young women. In My Bril-
liant Career Sybylla really must choose between her writing
and her attraction to the man who wants to marry her. She
sees this very clearly, and her choice foreshadows a long
and difficult life of solitude and hardship. In The Getting
of Wisdom Laura’s emotions are invested, not in the imag-
inary affair with the minister which is more an exercise in
literary lyricism than anything else, but in her “‘crush’’ on

e continued next page

sy-Pan:Canadian Release

The Getting of Wisdom
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They take their rock and roll seriously in
I England. Over the past five years British
' pop music and politics have become so
closely intertwined that English political
news might as easily be found in the pages
of Melody Maker or New Musical Express
as in The Economist. Band allegiances are
‘strong and a ‘which side are you on?’ men-
tality prevails. Seemingly, one’s politics are
indicated by what groups one likes or dis-
il likes. Factions and fashions abound; the
‘| bands, the music papers, and the trends are
supported by perhaps the largest and most
sophisticated pop audience in the world.

Needless to say, any musical trend or any
band which captures the imagination of the
English rock audience will have a tremen-
dous amount of influence. And not just in-
fluence. Power. The ability to reaeh out to
and move masses of people. Many of the
new English bands have been quick to con-
demn the taetics of the right-wing political
groups like the National Front, accusing
them of exploiting the ever-growing masses
of unemployed and disgruntled youth, sel-
ling them false promises, manipulating their

‘opinions. Ironically, some of these bands
-are guilty of similar tactics.

that the boys really aren’t too-good at hand-
ling power..Be it in the hands of politicians
or - rock . stars, power ~under - patriarchy.

cal ‘entertainments 1 attended, the film
Rude Boy featuring The Clash, and a con-

[\ the form of audience manip'ulatiqn, attend-
. ed by overt misogyny, was.disturbingly evi-
dent, - - - ;

class heroes,”” have been lionized by the

Left'and have been called ‘‘the only ‘band

that .matters.”> As I watched Rude Boy, I
~kept ‘wondering why. Or, better, why do
~“they matter to women? The answer is, sim-
ply, ‘they don’t. The whole music-politics
axis (represented by this band in particular)
has nothing to do with women. Fora boy in
England, growing up to be a rock star must
be as good as growing up to be President of
the U.S.A. (In America one can simply be a

The English Beat

~ Women have known for some time now

‘means abuse of power. In two recent musi-

_cert by The English Beat, abuse of power in’

The Clash, the original punk “:‘vvdffking :

by Susan Stukrman

movie star and not even have to grow up!)
But for a girl — well, Maggie Thatcher’s
botched it up so badly that they’d never
allow another woman to do that again,
would they? Women are just not included
in the discussion/obsession, except as occa-
sional sex objects. The Clash are anti-nuke,
anti-National Front, anti-capitalist, anti-big
business, and those are all the credentials
they need in order fo ‘‘matter.”’

Rude Boy is certainly a case of muddled
mind over ‘‘matter,”” however. The contra-
dictions here are obvious, and probably not
intentional. The protagonist is an excep-
tionally unlikeable young lont named Ray
Genge, who becomes a roadie for The
Clash under the watchful eye of the the
band’s lead singer, Joe Strunimer. In one of
the early scenes of the film, Strummer gives
working-class Ray a lesson in Marx-by-
numbers with grinning condescension.
Ray’s only defence is to ignore most of it;
he’s basically an apolitical guy who thinks
that the National Front is just a bunch of
regular guys, and the Left ‘“‘a bunch of
wankers’” and ‘‘professors.”’

“This mufual misunderstanding is symbol-
fc-of a‘larger struggle: that of The Clash

- “with~its-audience. In: the concert: scenes, 7
| Strummer seems unaware of the people in.

the ‘audience and; as with-Ray, he expects: .
them :to 'be politically sophisticated: But,
- the fact is that punks-don’t deal well with

subtleties; as Hitler-discovered, the Big Lie

bangeris'a headbanger — it’s‘just a-matter
of ‘whose form of violence is the -most

- attractive, Left or Right. And so, The Clash.
“ accelerates the already violent pace, whipp-.
- ing'into.the song * White Riot*>:and literally

creates one. Then, either out of extreme dis-

honesty or extreme naivety, -and certainly
extreme . irresponsibility, Strummer
bargains with the crowd: “‘Stop fighting
please, we’ve got two more numbers to
do!”’ A fairly weak plea, now that the boys
are all wound up to wreak havoc.

1t looked all too much like Gimme Shel-
ter minus the final cock-rock death/or-
gasm. And our new ‘‘anti-stars’’ also resort
to the childish tactics and meaningless viol-

~"Not very. Nor was the way The English
‘Béat opened. their Toronto corcert on Oc-
 tober 3. The
- “double-entendre ‘about how. expensive it is
- later, ““Hands Off, She’s Mine” was well
received by the mostly male audience. The

-Beat is-a Birmingham-band alse against —
“you. guessed it — racism, nukes, and: Na-

may be crude but it works best. A head- -

ence of the swaggering rock-star outlaw,
three of them are busted for shooting pig-
eons on a rooftop. (I suppose their apolo-
gists would excuse this as simply a misguid-
ed effort to keep London clean — because
they’re so socially conscious).

And where are the women in this film?
Practically invisible, except as occasional
one-night stands for the band and Ray.
They are silent, they drift in and out on the
periphery. It is clear they do not ‘‘matter.”
Except that they are insulted in every other
line in the film. Police, the state, elitist left-
wingers, the National Front, or anyone else
that Ray, The Clash and company hate is
referred to as a “‘cunt.”’ I lost count of the
number of times the - word was spewed out;
it was a constant litany that stapped the few
women in the movie theatre in the face until
we were numb, This was yet another exam-
ple of how power (in this case the power of
language) was being abused.

Funny, isn’t it, how a band that’s so
damn socially conscious can still be so sex-
ist. Funny how the Clarion’s reviewer, John
Williams (October 17), mentioned none of
this. I and a female friend felt assauited and
insulted by the film; we found the patriar-
chal abuse of power represented in it both
appalling and frightening. A male friend we
were with thought the movie was great.
Funny?. .

éir first song was a-grossly sexist

these days:'tokeep a *‘pussy’’ A few songs

~Susan: Sturmdiz. is-a .graphic -qrtist .and a |

‘ Clash mipulat's itience.

awfully fun to bounce up and down in a
frenzy to that manic ska beat. Shelley Fab-
ares, look out!...here’s where the skinheads
...er, I mean boys...are.

The Two-Tonic hordes are noted for
their intolerance of anyone who likes any
other kind of music; they simply beat up
those who beg to differ, It is interesting to
note that both the Specials and the Selecter,
two other Two-Tone bands, do a lot of sex-
ist material (despite a female vocalist in the
latter band), and that any female opening
acts for these bands hdve been substantially
harrassed by the skirthead audiences..

There weren’t too many women at the
Concert Hall, save a few in plastic black-
and-white miniskirts and go-go boots, and
one unfortunate who almost got crushed to
death as the bimbo hordes tried to rush to
the front (she was rescued just in time). The
Concert Hall was packed. It was like a giant
fraternity gathering — no, it was a giant
fraternity gathering. Brawls broke out;
someone from the band sneered: ‘‘Some
people here don’t know the difference be-
tween dancing and fighting.”” Which was
probably true. The beerhall behaviour was
all fairly tame, I suppose, but somewhere in
my positive paranoia I flashed back to
Munich and the brownshirts, circa 1923.
Nazis were considered “‘harmless punks’’
once, too. :

Later, the Beat played their-big" hit; -
“‘Stand -Down Margaret,”” ‘an indictment of
war-mongering Mrs. Thatcher and her ““et’
them eat cake’* attitude: Not that I disa-:
gree, but it might be more instructive to”
take the focus off Margaret Thatcher and
to fook behind, to wheré the real power and
the ‘real abuse of it is coming from. But
that’s a guilty secret where the boys arecon- -

member..of- Toronto. women:s. rock band

s from precedihg page

an older girl, Evelyn Souttar, the tall, elegant, rich socialite
who represents everything Laura is not, and who is, on her
side, attracted to Laura’s talent and vitality. It is to tle
credit of the film makers that the relationship between the
two young women is treated quietly, tenderly, and serious-
ly. Evelyn, feeling smothered by Laura’s jealousy, worried
by Laura’s intense attachment, leaves the school, as she had
plarmed to do anyway, and Laura recovers her sense of self
and direction just in time to cram for final exams. The ex-
amination scene is a brilliantly understated demolition of
ideals about formal education, and reinforces the recurring
motif that the wisdom Laura ‘“‘gets’” is not necessarily the

wisdom she is intended to receive.

Unlike Sarah Miles Franklin, Ethel Richardson went on
to combine marriage and a career in the more tolerant at-
mosphere of London; and became a highly-acclaimed nov-
elist of the '20s and *30s. The lessons of survival learned by
Laura Rowbotham were well assimilated by her creator.

At the risk of pedantry, in the interest of reclaiming
women'’s history and artistic traditions, I would like to pay
tribute here to a much earlier film than either My Brilliant
Career or The Getting of Wisdont, a seldom-screened clas-
sic of the pre-war German cinema called Maedchen in Uni-
form, made in 1931 by Leontine Sagan, a brilliant examina-
tion of the roots of authoritarianism in a girls’ school,
where the suppression of vitality and adoiescent sexuality is
matched only by the vitality and breadth of vision of the
director and ber non-professional actors.

Like the five women’s films which were shown non-com-
mercially in Toronto this month, Muaedchen in Uniform is a
film few women have seen. Tt would be a truly stimulating
experience {0 see Maedchen, My Brilliant Career, and The
Getting of Wisdom within, say, a period of a few months. T

Toronto has become a film-conscious city, capable of fil- 1:3 d 3pr
ling a large theatre four Sundays in succession fora 7 and a
half hour experimental film about Hitler — surcly we could

muster the required audiences to support a full season of
films by women, if it were properly publicized. Such an ex-
periment could then lead to the distribution of packages
across the country — the opportunity to compare three fine
films about women’s early years is one which should be
open to women who can’t spend their time tracking down
obscure screenings in the cinematic cubbyholes of Toronto.

o~

o
or

A WIVES' TALE )

A Wives’ Tale, a2 73-minute documentary film made by .
Québec women about the women who supported the Sud-
bury steelworkers during the Inco strike, will be shown for
the first time in English-speaking Canada at the Festival

nio, on Novemiber 30 and December 7, at

pe to rewrite history from women’s point of
view,”” — Joyce Rock, film maker,

#
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¥y ,Phllmda Masters

,ecovermg A Journal by May Sarton
ronto; McLeod Pubhshmg, 1980,..Pp

t work Recoverlng A Journal isa year

Ing.
epression. ‘Sarton has qulte a followmg,
and ‘her journals seem to be popular, but
‘they’re not exactly the stuff a good read is
made of.

Journals, as a form of literary pursuit,
have limited uses. In the old days, people
wrote journals, essays and letters for other
people’s amusement. That’s because fiction
was not supposed to exist — Gulliver’s
Travels, wrltten in 1726

“Austén

Abbey in 1818, But now that novels as an
art form have been around for a couple of
centuries, they’re probably going to die out,
As a result of psychoanalysis and the
therapy movement, people want to know
what makes us, and everybody else, tick.
We’re not interested in flights of fancy (ex-
cept in science fiction, which should be
where the novel’s going anyway) so we’re

by Anne Chapman

New Space for Women, edited by Gerda R.

Wekerie, Rebecca Peterson, and David
‘Morley. Westview Special Studies on Wo-
“‘men’ in Contemporary Society. Boulder,
“Colorado: Westview Press, 1980.

New Space for Women tmakes two main
points, First, that both domestic and ar-
ban/suburban environments are designed
‘with “stereotyped cultural ideas in mind,
‘which limit women’s options and are out of
synch with what women’s lives are actually
like; and second, that these environments
should be, can be, and have been changed
to make them serve women’s needs better
— but only in the face of severe institution-
al constraints.

The seventeen articles in this complex
and challenging collection are grouped by
topic: women in the home, in the wider,
public environment, in environmental deci-
sion making, and as activists. A substantial
introduction by the editors succeeds — no
easy task -— in creating a conceptual frame-
work for material that ranges from histori-
cal and statistical analyses to sociological
surveys and case studies, and from indivi-

ymg :
ote bltmgly of “trashy - gothic
romances vs. high art novels in Northanger -

experiencing a resurgence in the popularity
of essays, letters and journals.
Essays and letters aside, what makes a

good journal? The best of them are gems of-

social history written by eccentric
characters long dead, like Samuel Pepys:
“Got up betimes, ate rack of mutton and
quail stew for breakfast, had Sally pick the
nits out of my hair, saw the king beheaded,
watched the fire of London, supped with
Oliver Cromwell’s Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, and so to bed.” How could he lose?
Other good journals were written by Virgin-
ia Woolf. A Writer’s Diagry is a brilliant
compendium of the pithy and profound
thoughts Woolf had on the art of writing,
of being a writer and a lot of other things
besides. It helps that Virginia Woolf was an

Bloomsbuty Square and who wrote and

publisheéd expenmental novels: back in‘the

heyday.

. But what makes a bad Journal’7 Anythmg i

that starts on January the 1st, mnineteen-
anything, ‘and-ends up ‘a year later: May‘
Sarton’s Recovering is, judged by litetary
standards; a bad journal. (When I say “bad

journal’’ T don’t mean it’s:condemned to-

hell forever, but that it doesn’t satisfy the

‘May Sarton

dual experience, to interviews, to accounts
of events spanning over a century.

The home is seen as the key arena where
possibilities of change for women will be
decided, both because so much of women'’s
time and energy is spent there and because
of its symbolic significance. Crestwood
Heights, the 1957 study of a Toronto com-
munity, found for women ‘‘something
close to an identification of the home with
the body.”” Research from the US reported
here suggests that women still ‘‘think of the
home as an expression or component of
their own identity,”’ and that the control
culturally allowed women over the spaces
within the home, as over their own bodies,
is ~ precarious. Most acknowledgedly
““theirs” is the kitchen, containing cabinets
that “‘conceal objects whose correct place-
ment only the wife knows.”” But the kitchen
is perhaps the most intruded-upon room in
the house; and the wife’s control over the
supplies behind those closed cabinet doors
results in her having to do, or supervise, the
work involving their use.

Women ‘‘continue to be responsible for
eighty to ninety per cent of all household
tasks’’; whether or not they were employed
had no ‘‘real impact on the reduction of
wives’ household contributions or on an in-
crease in husbands’, whose help was seen by

upper-class  Englishwoman -who  lived in -

dictates of art.) Recovering has no form,
except that of chronology, it has no drama-
tic tension, no build-up or resolution, and it
has no theme. Don’t let the title deceive you

— it’s hard to say what Sarton is recovering ~

from, though it does tell you on the flyleaf.

That’s my chief criticism of the journal.
We, the readers, are led to believe that we’ll
be treated to some insights, as Sarton strug-
gles along the road from depression to re-
covery. But the struggle, let alone the
resolution, is barely hinted at. It’s mostly
left unsaid, politely, as befits the well
brought-up New Englander Sarton un-

window into an orderly kitchen. Every day,
Sarton roots herself in nature, in her en-
vironment — we end up knowing more
about her garden than her personal, inner
life — and proceeds from there.

From the third-storey study of her house
by the sea, Sarton struggles with loneliness
and eventually invites a friend to move in;
she explores the daily necessity of writing
her journal and considers the nature of
journals (‘I find the journal form suspect
because it is almost too easy. It is a low
form of creation.’’); she writes of her hopes
for having recovered the creative energy to

Sarton’s 'house by the sea.

doubtedly is. (Sarton herself talks about the
trouble she has expressing her emotions,
but that’s not particularly satisfying.) We
know that she was recovering from a bad
review in the New York Times of her last
novel, A Reckoning, because she tells us so
on page 20; that she is recuperating from a
mastectomy (page 117) and that she is suf-

- make light/of Sarton 'S pam but 1f she 5:g0-
ing to write a book about it she should let us
know what it feels like so we can get involv-
ed. Otherwise, what’s the point?

if there is a theme to this journal, it’s that
people who are recovering from whatever
unnamed disaster need the daily humdrum
routine of domestic life. On this, Sarton is
exquisitely evocative. Her writing style is
spare and clean, measured and soothing.
Her tone is rational and controlled, like a
light summer breeze rippling through the

»

start a new novel by the end of the year,
Sarton spends, by her own estimate, 80%
of her working time responding to letters
from her readers. It is these readers, mainly
women — women who are suffering disin-
tegrating marriages, who live alone, who’ve
fallen in love with another woman at the
age of 50 — for whom I suspect Recovering
‘was written, anid it isithese women.who w111,;
be most apprec1at1ve
But: in “the< end; ‘Sarton has: wntten
‘Recovering for herself, as a salve to open
wounds, to soothe herself into health. In
the last entry of the journal she writes:
‘‘Rage is the deprived infant in me but there
is also a compassionate mother in me and
she will come back with her healing powers
in time. In fact if I have learned anything in
this year of recovering, that is what 1 have
learned.”’ I only wish she could have taken
us along with her on the path to that in-
sight,

women as peripheral...demanding super-
vision, and ultimately not substitutable”’
for their own work. Given the deep satisfac-
tion women said they gained from their
work in, and identification with, the home,
it is, however, an open question whether in
this situation they are unwilling victims or
deliberate maintainers of a measure of con-
trol in an area emotionally important to
them.

Alternative housing designs, discussed in
New Space for Women, that ‘‘challenge the
concept of the isolated single family house
controlled by the housewife’’ and attempt
more suitably to accommodate living units
other than the traditional nuclear family,
did give the women who lived in them relief
from isolation and more time for them-
selves. But, while some proved longer last-
ing than others, none was widely influen-
tial; and none succeeded in breaking the
ideological identification of cooking, clean-
ing and childcare as ““women’s work.”’

Woman as fulltime housewife and moth-
er has remained the prevalent paradigm un-
derlying suburban and ‘““new town” plan-
ning, even though in 1977 only 16 per cent
of US households consisted of a father as
sole earner, a wife and at least one child.
Low density, and the strongly emphasized
separation of private (residential) from

men’s Space, Women'’s

public (employment and services-related)
space, are still seen as the most desirable
features of the suburb by planmners. But the
spaciousness and homogeneity of suburbs,
husbands’ primacy in car use for the neces-
sary long-distance commuting, and inade-
quate public transportation combine to re-
strict women’s access to jobs and services,

" and men’s time spent at home, Sex role ster-

eotyping is built into the system; and that
the costs to women are higher than to men
is shown in various ways — most directly,
by a survey of married couples in urban and
suburban environments that showed wives
in the suburban house had the lowest, their
husbands the highest, degree of satisfaction
with how they spent their time.

The space/time constraints imposed by
suburban design are even more severe for
working women than for housewives;
nevertheless, the employment rate is
increasing. Almost half of suburban women
in America now hold jobs. To be sure, this
is well below the three-quarters who do so
in a Swedish suburb that, not coincidental-
ly, has “‘easily-reached public transport,
daycare centres, playparks, low
maintenance housing and husbands who
have a short journey to work.”’ Yet it is
clear that neither a more supportive en-
vironment nor women’s emplovment suf-

‘ Bfoadside
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by Barbara Terpstra

“In the prison of his days/Teach the free
man how to praise’’

Jane Rule, Contract with the World, New
York and London: Harcourt Brace Jovan-
ovich 1980. Pp 339. $16.95.

Most of us reach the age of 30 before we
are aware of the prison-like aspects of the
world in which we live and move and have
our being. Jane Rule has written a warm,
funny, tender and intriguingly philosoph-
ical novel about five years in the lives of
several human characters,.six of whom: «

3.
and. observant; is drawn to all the other
- characters in the novel “‘for the contradic-
tions they offered to his own life or way of
thinking.”” He represents, for a time, a
most profoundly bound prisoner: a human
being 50 aware of the briefness and beauty
of life itself, so attuned to anxiety in others,
and so capable of imagining, that his vul-
nerability imprisons him in insanity. Joseph
it is, however, who states Auden’s lines:
-““In the prison of his days/Teach the free
man how to praise’’; Joseph it is, too, who
comes to understand and to convey to the
others the realization that ‘“‘the source of
terror. is the source of comfort,”” that the
world’s prison is also the world’s offer of

fice to change sex role stereotyping: subur-
ban women in Sweden still accept a subor-
dimate role and “‘regard work outside the
home as a secondary life task.”

Whether women’s equal participation in
design decisions would result in more equit-
able and helpful environments has yet to be
tested. A case study of the London, Ontario
municipal government shows that *‘neither
through group pressure...nor through elec-
tion or appointment’’ did women succeed
in having significant impact on environ-
mental decision-making. In the US, women
are under five per cent of architects and
hold only 10 per cent of professional and
perhaps two per cent of executive positions
in planning. Historically, in the New York
tenants’ movement women dominated the
active membership but the leadership was
male — self-appointed, or, not infrequent-
ly, “‘put up...to front for’” the women, on
the assumption that men “would be taken
more seriously by the authorities.”

In spite of ideological and institutional
resistance, women have created satisfying
and sustaining spaces for themselves: coun-
selling centres, clinics, bars, coffee houses,
bookstores, drop-in places and even a tran-
sit system. The examples discussed, such as
the Los Angeles Woman’s Building and the
Toronto “Women in Transition’’ resi-

freedom, that “‘all things fall and are built
again.”” To make one’s contract with the
world is to find one’s own way to praise.
Mike, locked into a marital as well as a
personal jail by his own inability to sece the

difference between domination and sensi- |

tivity and by his refusal to allow art to be in
any way useful, is only able to free himself,
ironically, by leaving the marriage and liv-
ing a life measured by utility and materialis-
tic success. ) )

Alma, his sometime wife, is bound for-
ever by a selfish, self-righteous, guilt-
ridden, even masochistic personality and is
freed only on the occasions when her large
and magnificently fertite body is given over
to greater and greater pleasure.

Roxanne, worshipper of and skilled
player upon Alma’s body, is never caught
by shame but is often imprisoned by fear of
a world she has only known to be irrational-
ly and cruelly inhuman. She is often set free
by her honesty about herself and by her
love of ordinary sounds, which she turns in-
to art.

Allen is literally and figuratively jailed
for his love of young men; of all the charac-
ters, he is grobably the least liberated at the
end of the novel because he is enmeshed in
bitterness about the world’s anonymous
righteousness.

“We all have our contracts with the
world,”’ remarks Carlotta, a portrait artist
who is only able to escape her personal pris-
on of anxiety and envy by representing —
praising — ‘‘what she envied in others
rather than her envy of it (my italics).
Through Carlotta, Rule gives one valid def-
inition of art: ‘‘envy transformed into

“Structurally an
shows Rule’s fz
perspective, ‘her —“and' our — pérception
that every individual sees and describes the
world-most passionately-through one: pair
of eves and with one’s own language. The
novel is structured so that each main char-
acter gives her/his own view in her/his own
words: ““Joseph Walking,”” ‘“Mike Hang-
ing,”” ‘““‘Alma Writing,”” ‘“‘Roxanne Re-
cording,”” ‘‘Allen Mourning,”” and ““‘Car-
lotta Painting.”” We see Rule building a
logically, carefully-plotted story. We can
delight in her loving langunage, giving us im-
ages to remember: “‘a day hot as zinnias’’;
‘“‘keeping not house but heart’’; “loving
Roxanne like a blade of grass breaking con-
crete to get to light.”” We age with the

dence, demonstrate the emphasis on design
that fosters both a sense of community and
sharing, and the development of indivi-
duals’ sense of competence and vitality; and
the commitment to diversity, informality,
co-operation and participation.

New Space for Women is valuable on a
personal level because it helps to identify
and articulate the often inchoate resent-
ments and frustrations we feel as a result of
the structure of our environment; and, re-
cognizing this, we can tty to do sownething
about it. On the level of theory, it raises
some thorny issues. To what extent do wo-
men need different environments from men
as opposed to a more equal share in the
same environment; whether purely spatial,
apart from ideological or institutional, fac-
tors significantly influence women’s op-
tions; and what pay-offs in the existing ar-
rangements give them a stake in avoiding
change. These are scme of the questions ba-
sic to the issue of new space for women,
about which this pioneering book invites
further research and discussion.

flistically, this novel
cination with the human

Anne Chapman teaches history at Western
Reserve Academy in Hudson, Ohio.

page seventeen

characters, too, because, as imperceptibly
as birthdays themselves, each chapter adds
on years. We look back at things said only
days or months before and recognize, as we
do in life, the terrible irony of a dead Pierre
having joked about ‘‘the crucifixion year
for all of us.”” If the style is at times literary
or even self-conscious, it is, I think, in
keeping with the nature of the characters
and of their concerns which, after all, have
a great deal to do with art itself.

Contract with the Worid asks fascinating
questions about the nature of artists and
art. Do artists merely ‘‘play at life as if they
were immortals, killing themselves, nothing
but an art to be perfected?’” Is art merely,
or perhaps supremely, craziness, energy,
agitation under control? Is great art beyond
catastrophe, and, if so, are Carlotta’s paint-
ings a failure? Is art merely self-justifi-
cation? Are artists, though gifted, es-
sentially simple-minded? Or are they so
consumed with envy for all that lies outside
their own experiences that they can only ex-
pose themselves to what they envy in order
to be able to imagine? Carlotta provides a
thought-provoking statement: artists ‘‘have
less imagination than other people,”’ she
says to Ann. Yet, it is Carlotta who is able

. to maintain that art does heal; who benefits

from Joseph’s hard-won knowledge that
the source of terror is the source of com-
fort; and who ultimately sees her art as envy
transformed into praise of those peopie
who define her as a human being. The art-
ist, as Auden says in *‘In Memory of W.B.
Yeats,”” must persuade us to rejoice, in the
full knowledge that happiness can and does
come from what we fear.

gives children a say in this novel, though,
and when Alma’s son Victor, in high spirits,
calls her a ““girl-fucker” it is so delightfully,
exuberantly, and joyfully in character that
we sympathize with him and not with his bi-
goted mother. When Rule describes Alma’s
parents as too polite to attack moral issues
to people they’ve met in the front hall, most
of us would have to chuckle in recognition.
Somehow, Rule shows us in this book that
it is ignorant people who are strong in their
clubby refusal to admit that, as Roxanne
says, ‘“We’re all perverts,’’ that ““guilt is ex-
actly the way to get out of being loved,”
and Rule does. all this without preaching
and without forcing characters merely to
declare ““what is right,”

The second fear is poignantly focussed in
Joseph, ‘‘who knew and pretended he
didp’t...who knew everyone was dying of

. cancer, and who knew there was a point to

being careful and loving’’ because he had
‘‘no impersonal use for his heart.”” The art-
ists in this book do have impersonal uses for
their hearts: they are attempting to turn
emotional energy — envy, fear, love, re-
venge, hate — into art. Carlotta’s cry at the
very end of the novel, ‘I can’t imagine!”’ is
ultimately a haunting cry of pain, an ex-
pression of the anxiety of those who suffer
“‘a poverty of images for their emotion”’
and have to paint or write to survive.
Auden says that mad Ireland ‘““hurt’’ Yeats
into poetry: life hurts Carlotta into paint-
ing, Mike into ‘‘useless’ sculpting, Allen
into photography, Roxanne into sound art,
and Alma into recording failed hope in her
diary. Joseph, at first nnable to cope with
the bittersweet ephemeral beauty of ‘“‘a

Ja Rule

What do we fear? Two things for certain:
the censorship of or exclusion from the

¢ world within which we as individuals want

to function and with which we must make

our contracts; and the knowledge that time .

moves faster and death closer every day.
Rule explores the first fear through percep-
tive and humanizing descriptions of charac-
ters who represent people from some of the
world’s ‘‘prison-clubs’’: lesbians, homosex-
uals, straights, children; artists, teachers,
businessmen/women, and salespeople;
wives, mothers, daughters; husbands,
fathers, sons; lovers and friends, ‘I wonder
why righteousness has to be anonymous,”’
asks Allen Dent after his arrest; yet, he had
kept his affair with Pierre and his own sex-
ual preferences anonymous until shock
made him angry enough to truly appreciate
Pierre’s ‘“delicate bravery.”’ Then he is fill-
ed with awareness of the one-sidedness of
the battle to ‘“‘come out” and consumed by
the desire to forcibly open the carefully-
locked prison (closet) doors of his friends
and associates. He invites censure in the
hope of defeating it. Alma — herself a
joyfully closeted lesbian — refuses to let
Allen near her sons for fear of contamina-
tion. As Carlotta protests bitterly, ‘“All
selfishness and unloving piety is sanctified
‘for the sake of the children.” For their
sake, too, sex is kept disgusting.”’ Rule

child running, a light-struck cloud, a small
pink shell,” learns that it is only through
comprehending the ordinary, sunlit, sim-
ple, day-to-day manifestations of life that
craziness can be controlled, that all things
can be built again...and again.

Contract with the World is a wonderful
book. Basically, it tells a good tale. More
than that, it has vision: Rule says in the
novel, “‘I wonder why what is most appeal-
ing about people is often overlooked or
misjudged?’’ I wonder if anyone, having
lived, as we all do, with the lovable and ag-
gravating foibles of friends, family, lovers,
could overlook a marvellous insight like this
one: ‘‘the sacramental moments in life
come over lunch boxes on kitchen counters.
The ordinary for the reconciled is holy.”’
Rule, with Auden, knows so well that
‘“‘each in the cell of himself is almost con-
vinced of his freedom.”’ Rule, with Auden
and all great writers, respects readers as the
free people we are at our best, willing to
learn, in our fragile, risky, perverted, and
beautiful ordinariness, how to praise and
how to rejoice.

Barbara Terpstra teaches English ar Jarvis
Collegiate in Toronto.
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Flickes

“ Where I grew up, on Vancouver Island,

“one of the often heard comments regarding

perceivable options was, ‘‘You pays yer

- “money and you takes yer choice.”

% Well, you don’t. Not if you’re a woman

)+ -interested in learning how to make films,
" ~| “enrolled in the film department at Simon

| Fraser University in Vancouver. You pays

‘yer-money, but you don’t get a choice.

I've been doing an academic impersona-

“tion: at Simon Fraser all semester, and part

-of.my job has been to try to teach screen-
writing to the selected few supposedly top

students in the fourth-year film course.

. '1'have said so many times that some of
my friends are tired of hearing it, *‘If you
‘move their mouth half an inch they’ll starve
before they figure out what to do.”

.+ How can they get to fourth year and not
. know how to run a Steinbeck? If you can’t

-~ ‘answer that question, don’t feel bad — 1
couldn’t answer it either — but I saw the

youhg man who was baffled by a basic piece

of equipment from the electronic toybox in

_~which he’d been playing for a full three
,(successfully completed) years.

“".“The -facnlty is all male. There are a
~number of women in first-year film, some-
what fewer in second-year, fewer again in
third-year and in fourth-year, in a class
restricted in size to fifteen, there were two
women. We’re more than half the popula-

tion of this province, so what’s going on?
Well, the faculty is all male.

I’ve spoken to the faculty about this, but
I have a speech inpediment. 1 don’t know
seventy-five cent words, 1 don’t speak,
read, write or understand that esoteric
language, “‘academese.”’ And the system is
making sure that the few precious womeén
who do are not getting much chance at the
SFU film department. Of course when I say
that, the babbletrap flows, the statistics aTe
ignored, the rationalization slithers forever
and nobody hears me when I say two out of
fifteen isn’t good enough and an all-male
faculty tells the tale,

Last year at SFU someone decided to
meet the problem less than headlong and in-
tegrate Women’s Studies and Film by hiring
someone to teach both. Well, I don’t know
what happened, I wasn’t involved, but the
upshot was they hired nobody, although 1
know of a couple of very well qualified
femninists who applied. Of course, I suspect
that’s the rub. Feminists. What? Feminists?
Teaching women’s studies? And film? Bet-
ter to leave that position vacant.

So it has been vacant for a full year. Now
the rumbling is starting again. They’re talk-
ing again of hiring a woman to work in both
film and women’s studies. They aren’t talk-
ing of hiring a feminist to work in both film
and women’s studies.

by Anne Cameron

On Tuesday afternoon a graduate stud-
ent came to see me in my office in the
English Department. She said she had a
background in theatre and English and had
done some work in video and wanted to get
involved in film, She had been thinking of
taking the film course at SFU. We talked
and 1 told her to save her money. It would
be like pushing a sack of rocks up the
mountain every morning. With her nose.
Instead gave her the name of several ambi-
tious and talented women I know who are
working in film and told her to get in touch
with them., She’ll learn more by letter,
phone call, and a cuppa-tea from them than
she will from that film course.

Why pay yer money if there’s no choice?
Simon Fraser has more money per student
*for student productions than most universi-
ties. The product of that money in that de-
partment is not something to gladden the
heart. 1t’s as if their brains were all out to
lunch. Expensive equipment, miles of film,
an all-male faculty.

We’re going to have to do it ourselves.
There doesn’t seem to have been anything
happening in film studies anywhere in this
country the past couple of years that is
worth getting out of bed in the morning to
go and study. The films that are being made
that are worth seeing are being done else-
where. Women apprenticing with other

women are learning more than the univer-
sities can teach.

It isn’t enough I begin to beheve that no
university is going to allow a feminist to
teach film from a feminist perspective.
They prefer to see us push rocks up moun-
tains with our noses.

But it’s a great dream; a four-year film
course conceived and developed by a
feminist, with a feminist focus, teaching
how to make film without exploiting the
subject or insulting the audience, teaching
how to make film with worthy content, how
to make social change, maybe even have
fun while making a film. Within a year,
women from all over this country would
flock to that course and the university
would have a success on its hands.

Anne Cameron is a playwright (Cam
Hubert) who is currently at work on a play
about batiered womeng and teaching at
Simon Fraser University in Vancouver.

Won't Pay!

Roxanne Rocco and Marie Romain Aloma in We Can’t Pay! We

Michel Verrault .

edia dell’

‘prices at a local supermarket they just took

Artichoke

by Patricia O’Leary

Back in 1974, a group of housewives in
Italy got so fed up with the outrageous

off a general rebellion against in-
ation in the town.

The incident has been turned.into a play
by Dario Fo, one of Italy’s leading play-
wrights, We Can’t Pay! We Won’t Pay! is
playing in Toronto during December at
Open Circle Theatre, a group in its eighth
season, Open Circle claims to be one of the
few professional companies which will tack-
ie openly political themes,

We Can’t Pagy! concerns two working
class Italian couples who are struggling, like
the rest of us, against rising prices and de-
clining buying power. One of the women,
Antonia, is part of the supermarket uproar.
She comes home loaded with illicit groceries
and offers to share them with her friend,
Margherita: But they have to make sure the
police and their own law-abiding husbands

don’t find out, and we have a veritable orgy

of running in and out of doors, hiding gro-
ceries under the bed, taking the groceries
out from under the bed to stuff down the
s.pullirig:the grocéries out.
ff in the closet, efe., et
Th1 1nev1tably involves both the’ husbands
and-the police in the shenanigans. It’s all
very reminiscent of Lucy and Ethel trying
to outwit Desi and Fred, but it works. Es-
pecially when Margherita is caught with a

“dress-full of groceries and tries to explain

that she is suddenly pregnant, whereupon a
hidden bottle of olives breaks, and a torrent
of olive juice gushes out between her legs
like some Mediterranean amniotic fluid,
followed by several newborn olives. Really.

We Can’t Pay! is well-directed by Sylvia
Tucker, and the acting is good, especially
that of Roxanne Rocco, who played Anton-
ia a bit like TV’s Rhoda Morgenstern in her
timing and delivery. We Can’t Pay! We
Won’t Pay! runs from November 26 till
December 14 at the Adelaide Court Thea-
tre, 57 Adelaide Street East, Toronto. '

WALLFLOWER ORDER

On MNovember 18, the Wallflower Order,
a dance group from Oregon, performed for
an appreciative Toronto audience.

The dancers mixed costumes, voice, vari-
ous dance forms, movement and sign lan-
guage to illustrate the many aspects of wo-
men’s lives, making political and personal
statements about struggles for women. The
humour sprinkled throughout the perform-
ance allowed the audience to laugh at our-
selves and some oif our growing-up trau-
mas. The creativity, quality and unigueness
of Wallflower Order’s performance, the
combination of group and individuality at
one time and the importance of their state-
ments makes it a night to remember, and
worth seeing again.

Wallflower Order was brought to Toron-
to by the Womynly Way Productions, the
“first of a series of events Wornynly Way wrll

produce.
[t

T Women of ull ages ant backgrounds could identi
the dunvers focusing on the domestic drudgery of
pour.ar

wndulgence

her extreme the baredom and sclf-
“Thie Baltimore Sun

“Their original compositions are per-
formed with discipline, drive and daring,
not to speak of an off-beat humour, an un-
sentimental warmth, and a liberated
charm. They are dedicated to the airiest
ideals of modern dance, yet elicit an
audience response comparable to a
popular rock group!”

 Eugene Magazine

b g g g

“There is o piece ihat the Wallflowers do abour
sisrers growing up fogether thor is so honest it
never fails to. make me laugh out loud and
moke me cry. With everything hey do Fmfilled
wirh o powerful, joyful offirmation of being ofive:
and being womon.” Moty Molseed

Thanks to:

TAG for all their help:, Roth-Dworin and Karen Morgss,
concere producion; Marie Zernssk, Shirley Flavell and Sve
Coak, publicity; Val Fullerd, tiyout & type; D.& B Graphics,
fitm & plates: Ryersun Copy Shap, patience & printing; and
everyone else who helped us, and thanks (o Walllawer Order
for daaciog,

A WOMENS

DANCE CCLLECTIVE

is a hodge pudge of modern, ja
art Ch'uan Fa Kung Fu. ThPaIr
part in our performances.
“Fhe blend of these styles
plus the collective process
adds distinction and
oniginalily to our
choreography and
the composition

of vur pieces.

ok A Ko
Our content explores
women’s issues, women
in prison, gay and Jesbian

Tights, nuclear power, / 5
self-defense, the pain
of adolescence, and the myriad of
thouphts and emotions of the
women in this country. /
Our politics were born and '
developed out of feminism._

We are a women’s dance ceflective [rom Eugene. Oregon that has been
together for five years. Qur miin emphasis is dance, but we also

incorpurate theatre and original nusic into our work. Qur techoigue
et gymnastics. and the martial
ciglly humonr, has played  big

¢ Waliflower Order is:

. - Nina Fichiet, Laurei Near,
Tamela Gray, Krissy Keefer,
Lyn Necley.

‘Broadsidé:
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Canadian Women Gomposers

by Kye Marshall

Who are your three favourite Canadian
women: classical composers? If you have
““trouble coming. up with a single name,
don’t feel bad “~'you’re not alone. Even the

problem; in the past 40 years it hds not per-

pOSer: <
- Until about 10 years ago there were on]y
L three -well-established. Canadian --women

+ Pentland-and Jean Coulthard. Women such
as Ann Southam and: ‘Norma Beecroft re-

cently have become promirent, ‘but-there. :

are about 100. women altogether across Ca-
nada trymg to establish. themselves as com
~posers ‘of classical music, usually against

‘enormous psychologlcal and financial.odds:

How ‘miich ' better is -it"-for women: in
19807 The New: Musi¢:Series; for-example,
the mos promment series:of contemporary
classical music in Toronto, has not chedul-»

“one work: by woman fo tlus season;

In an attempt to redress thxs mbalance,
ten women composers met in Toronto on
November 2 to form the Association of
Canadian Women Composers. The meeting
was organized by Carolyn Lomax, who has
spent the past year and a half promoting the
music of Canadian women classical com-
posers.

By organizing on her own, Association
members hope to create a higher profile for
women composers by sharing information
through professional networking, newslet-
ters, and a library; by making available
information to producers, funding
organizations, and researchers; by acting as

i Toronto Symphony seems to have the same

-forrned one work written by a woman com--

classical compesers: Violet ‘Archer, Barbara

a lobhying group; by providing and
soliciting awards and commissions for

members; and by providing encouragement. |

and role models for younger women,

Personally, I hope the Association will.be »

able to break down the present alienation

between. composer and audience and. per-:,

former and audience. Performance groups

" from. within the Association could ‘seek out. -

new-audiences, especially in the women’s

'co’mmunity, and could present .their own
. music in_a more accessible way by talking. f
about this music; where jt came from; how- §
it is structured, and how: they feel about it.".
~“This’ could be the first step towards the
; ‘deveIopment of a music that reflects the ex--
‘ perlences/and emotions of women m our

men’s. ghettmzatlon, an | ?
themselves as separate from male artlsts

: ghe ty. That,
‘a situation which. can be tolerated: no-

longer. With support from other women
and their own determination, ACWC mem-
bers could turn classical music in Canada
on its ear. It’ll be a good sound.

Kye Marshall is a Toronto cellist and com-
poser. A profile of her was published in the

“December 1979 issue of Broadside.

This article will be followed by one
discussing the problems a woman faces as a
composer of classical music in Canada. Kye
would welcome suggestions and informa-
tion for future articles. Send them to
Broadside, PO Box 494, Stn P, Toronto,
MS5S 2T1.

\X/ORKSHOPS

LIN\B DARKENING
by MaryHowkins:i®
directed by

= Cynithig Grant .
Thurs. Detc. 11

S WANDERERS 1N
THE WILDERNESS
- by Susan H.Poteet .

RISK‘ FACI’,ORS :

GHOST DANCE .
by Kathleen McDonnell

by Rebin Endres
mdirected.by
Kate Lushinzter

directed by
F— cine Volker .
Fri. Dec. 5

Friday ‘Det. 12

“Thurs. Dec. 4 Sun. Dec. 14

Yat. g i ‘ | Su

N

Pec. 7 )
I'RFCRMANCES 8:30 PM. ADMISSION §3

Sat. Dec. 13

Moving?

Send Broadside the address label
of your latest issue, and your
change of address.

161 Harbord Street, Toronto
(between Spadina and Bathurst)
Telephone: 961-7676

A taste of lovingly prepared home
cooking with a Peruvian ftavour.

Dinner specials
$3-5

Lunch specials
$2-4

Open daily 11 am to midnight.
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-BY WOMYN FOR WOMYN"

LUGEM & .oLEE VUM

“Never call a man to do a womyn’s work”

Ahson M. Fraser, BA, LLB.
Barrlster and Sohcntor

50 Richmond St. East, Suite 404
Toronto, Ontario M5CIN7 ~

T,

 (416) 3634192
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Sociobiclogy, from page 13 Kin selection and reciprocity may or may not be adequate
for dealing with the adaptive value of difficult traits Iike ho- )
mosexuality and altruism. Sociobiologists have even miore . . . .

Sociobiologists view universality as the basis for the gene- trouble with cultural and variability phenomena. How can ghlskls a highly selective list. Only afew of the key
tic origin of traits, which they consider self-evidently adap-  they explain cultural change, which occurs at tao rapid a ooks and a couple of anthologies which were
tive, such as aggression, male dominance, selfishness and rate to be under gene control? Or account for cultural var- consulted In th.e preparation of this article are list-
heterosexuality. (Actually Wilson claims universality and iation between societies where there is little genetic differ- ed. The _followmg books should be enough to get
genetic fixidity for, among others: conformity, spite, xeno- ence between populations? anyone interested started on the exploration of a
phobia and stupidity. “Men would rather believe than Sociobiologists find imaginative answers to these uncom- fascinating topic. -
know.”” (On that last trait perhaps he is right.) fortable questions by invoking various mechanisms of con- L .

: o venience: the so-called ‘multiplier effect’ and the ‘thresh- The SOC,’Ob’.O,IOQY Debate, Readings on the Ethical

For traits which are more difficult to account for, such as hold effect.” These are constructed totally as postfacto ra- and Scientific Issues Concerning Sociobiology:
homosexuality and aliruism, Wilson {and others) have to tionalizations for phenomena which cannot be explained Colophon Books, Harper & Row: 1978 (paperback).
postulate genetic continuity, i.e., some variety of group sel- any other way within their theory. _ )
ection. Group selection is a controversial subject in evolu- The ‘multiplier effect’ is the magical term for the un- Dawkins, Richard. The Selfish Gene; Paladin
tionary theory because genetic selection operates directly founded proposition that minor genetic differences ‘multi- Paperback, Granada Publishing: 1978.
only on individuals since individuals have genes and ply’ to produce major cultural differences under certain . . , Y
reproduce, but groups do not. conditions. These conditions require that the organism be Flsher,' Elizabeth. Won';en s Cree'?t/on,- Sexual

complex enough for the ‘threshhold effect’ to come into 5‘(3'”“0” and ”79 Shaping of Society; McGraw-

Homosexuality and altruism towards relatives are han- plf;)’- Tlhis conveniently expliiins rapid CUlt}lllral changes and ', (paperback): 1979. :

‘ io ; jon. Wi lled altru-  cultural variations in complex (meaning human) societies : i -
‘ ?;;d by the notion of ki selection. Wilson has catled altru which do not occur in less complex (meaning no)n—human) Harris, Marvin. Cultural Materialism, The Struggle

for a Science of Culture; Vintage Books (paper-

“‘the central theoretical problem of sociobiology; how societies: No reference to cor_nplicating facFors such as the back): 1980

can altruism, which by definition reduces personal fit- e(;rrllplexuy of thg llljumandbra;[n ar}d 'our] u“i\’-erlial pr}?perty ) ’ ,

ness, possibly evolve through natural selection? The ot language need be made. Yet 1t 1s clearly these humtan ; ,
answer is kin selection: if genes causing altruism are  Properties through which human culture is developed in all Loring Brace, C. The Stages of Human Evolution,

its variety. Human and Cultural Origin Foundation of Modern

hared by two organisms of common descent, and if the Anthropology Series, Prentice-Hall (paperback):
1979.

ltruistic act by one organism increases the joint contri-

ution of these genes to the next generation, the propen- Against all scientific principles a new, complex and un-
ity to altruism will spread through the gene pool. This testable theory is invoked where a simple, elegant and dem- Mairtin, M. Kay & Voorhies, Barbara. Female of the
urs even though the altruist makes less of a solitary onstrable one already exists. Species; Methuen: 1975.

ontribution to the gene pool as the price of the altruistic L .
L. | Montagu, Ashley. Sociobiology Examined; Oxford

University Press (paperback): 1980.

The effect of kin selection is to increase the ‘inclusive fit- CONCLUSION Reiter, Rayna R., Ed. Toward an Anthropology of
‘of the individual. This concept was originally develop- Women; Monthly Review Press: 1975,

explain altruism in non-human species in line with the Eanguage has created an impassable chasm between us
principles of natural selection. It explains what appear tobe 414 gur nearest living relatives. Culture, rather than biol-
. genetically cos‘tly soc‘ial acts petween blood relatives, i.e., ogy, is the most powerful regulating mechanism in human
‘?,arll organtlﬁms Wltth getxtlletlc fggﬁgﬁang‘;' ;}h;fg?esz;t?g societies. Biology seeks common truths and universal mod-
ch?;ivznf(i::r;es; greater the pr y f}l]s. It can never 1nc11uc_ie cult}lral fa}c;ors in 1t§ etclqugtxons al;ld Williams, Leonard. Chalfenge to Survival, A Philos- -
; us can never explain variety of human behaviour. T. e ophy of Evolution; Colophon Books, Harper & Row

concept of some version of biology replacing the social ipaperback):1977.
sciences and humanities denies the intrinsic quality of hu-

Symons, Donald. The Evolution of Human Sexual-
ity; Oxford University Press (hardback): 19789.

T ~Kin‘ selection is intellectually satisfactory. for other spe-
 cies; although it remains an unsupported theory useful for

. purposes. of discussion. Unfortunately, natural selection man SOClet,y’ Cf)mplex c_ommun}cat.xon and chture. . Wilson, Edward O. Sociebiology, The Abridged
- andtherefore its component parts has proved inadequate to Some scientists consider sociobiology an inappropriate Edition; The Belknap Press of Harvard University
- explain the variations in human social life. It is impossible area for scientific study pecause the paucity of data }eaves Press (pgperback): 1980. On Human Nature; Ban-
" to reduce satisfactorily human actions so as to take serious. too great an area for conjecture. Regardiess of potential ad- tam Edition (paperback): 1979.

vances in discovery and restoration of artifacts, there can
~“Altruistic acts towards a first cousin are ordinar- never be encugh data for sociological reconstruction of hu-
~ily selected if the benefit to the consin exceeds 8 man prehistory. The possible variations in societies would

iics the cost 1o the altruist. sase the cooffiiont necessitate innumerable samples for anything to be deduced thou gh t fUEl

lyeastatement by Wilson, the ‘scientist’:

; " of relationship of first cousins is 1/8.” yvlth a modicum o_f confidence. Not only is soc1oblology as
" Apart front the obvi bsurdity of this i lation t it stands a totally inadequate hodge-podge of archaelogical
h p bei the obvious a ;ur‘ 1 y ol this ;tn re ‘? ton 1o finding, supplemented by irresponsible extrapolations from
uman beings, there 1s no such thing as an altruistic gene, primate populations, but also it provides no possible frame-
-much less genes capable of calculating how many cousins ndi

e T e e P RN e ork . or. theoretical: basis. upon:which to.evaluate findin
umustpro’sper‘bqfor’e‘ran'altrulstlcjac;t,t)owa;ids.themi: s worth-- N 2150001 B e &

a ) ) tempt to draw conclusions from behaviours of either cur-
Sipee by sociobiological definition only adaptive traits rent or primitive human or primate societies is doomed to
survive, homosexuality has also to be explained by means be value-fraught,

of inclusive fitness via kin selection. It is ‘adaptive’, al- Elizabeth Fisher in her interesting book Woman’s Crea-
though it cannot be said to contribute to personal repro- tion cites numerous examples of prehistoric relics, tradi-
ductive fitness, because homosexuals are postulated as ‘umni- tionally interpreted as the symbolic weapons of hunting or
- versal aunts’ presumably lavishing tender, loving care on  warfare. She presents equally convincing and sound rea-
their straight kin. Their nieces and nephews flourished dis-  sons for these to be plants, fertility icons, harvesting tools

proportionately and thus their gene stock has survived  in harvest celebrations and female fertility rites, or other
through the ages. remnants of a non-violent, food-gathering existence. It is
difficult to imagine how either hypothesis can ever be prov-

Sociobiologists deal with altruistic acts towards non-rela- ed. i
tives by postulating a handy-dandy little item called ‘recip- Therein lies the dilemmma. We must accept the possibility - VV ’
rocal altruism.’ This in effect amounts to an I-scratch-your- that we will never know, scientifically, with confidence, TOrO ntO omen’'s
“ back-hoping you-will-scratch-mine number. what is ‘human nature.’ Accordingly, it behooves us to be B OOk S t OI‘ e
This elevates the undoubted existence of direct self-inter- careful not to be booby-trapped by others’ self-serving de-
est in human relations to a genetic absolute. Yet increasing clarations. 85 Harbord Street

reproductive fitness of the individual and blood relatives is Toronto, Ontario

clearly not the only motive or result of human altruism.

: o : M35S 1G4
The concept of ‘reciprocal altruism’ does not go very far in 922-8744 -
explaining how we came to behave the way we do. Human Eve Zaremba is a Broadside collective
complexity defeats all of sociobiology’s attempts to confine member; Flora Macquarrie is a Toronto books and more
our actions, motives and sensibility into narrow genetic computer programimer.
channels.

— Tﬁc_Womtn’s Press —/———

7 CHRISTMAS SALE

° POSTERS . » . e ’
ZE%TEEOEQE%\‘OSO GOOD TIMES, BAD TIMES— MUMMY AND ME
} > CUSTOM FRAMING by Priscilla Galloway :

liustrated by Lissa Calvert
A timely and poignant children’s book about a child
and her single, working mother. $4.95 pb.

Broadside




page twenty-one

Rape, from page 5

In this country, ‘a man is innocent until
proven guilty. This law works quite handily
 for the protection of rapists: not surprising,
“considering that parliament is still mostly
men. An accused rapist is nof required to
take the stand at any time during his trial. If
he has money, he can hire a fast-talking
lawyer to do it all for him. The woman,
‘however, does not have that option. Since
rape is a crime against the state, she is as-
signed a Crown Prosecutor, and she takes
that Crown Prosecutor. And she is required
“to take the stand. Women end up feeling
:like they are on trial.

A woman’s past sexual history is admis-
sible in court, and there are all kinds of
ways to insinuate things about her charac-
ter. :
Q. Are these the panties you say you were

wearing?

Q. Did you put them on clean that day?
. Q. You’re sure they weren’t already rip-

ped? .

Q. Are you sure that you hadn’t, in fact,

been wearing them for several days?

Q. Did you recognize Mr. Wentzell when

he climbed over your balcony at 3am?

Q. What do you think he wanted at that -

hour?

Q. Isn’t it true that Mr. Wentzell could
not get an erection and that when he
couldn’t get it up for you, you became
enraged and screamed that you’d tell -
the cops that he raped you?

Q. Isn’t that how it really happened?

Q. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this
woman expects us to believe that she ac-
tually screamed dnd no one came to her
assistance. Now really...

During the two years that it takes for a

rape case to get to trial, the woman is ex-

pected to hang on to every detail of her

ordeal. Whether he had garlic on his
breath, if he grabbed her right breast or her
left breast, what kind of shoes he was wear-
ing, everything she did that night previous
to the incident. She may at some time de-
cide that she can’t face going to court. Be-
cause she is merely a witness for the prose-
cution, and not the person pressing charges,
she may not have that option. If the Crown
Prosecutor decides he has a good enough
case, he may refuse to drop the charges. A
woman can be subpoenaed and actually im-
prisoned for up to six days for refusing to
testify. This is called contempt of court.

Joni Miller is currently working with Van-
couver Rape Relief, and is involved with
Wen-Do, women’s self~defence. ’
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Metro Toronto Women's Credit Union Limited
Birch Avenue, Toronto 960-0322

Presents:

in concert
AICKEIS $5.00

avsilable &t Toronto Women's Bookstore,
Glad Day & HAKboaRff‘qont Box OSice

Thurs. dan 22~ 8 P,
Prigantine Room.

235 Quekn's Quay West A

For Reservations: |
}/bRpo (J;R’ﬁ{(}l’lt Phone (416) 869-8412 !
Rits will be promoting ek yew albam
“PART OF A &Ysﬂ:&y”

This event will be infexp

weked $og e heari
impaired. . TACiHies b Salty WHeelchaIR acessible.

LOUNGE

a bar catering to women

George at Dundas, side dodr
Toronto

Phone: 921-2191, ask for Back Bar

INFORMATION FROM WOMEN IN SELF HELP GROUP¢

I am a feminist psychology student at York University doing a thesis on Wom
in Self Help groups. | would like to talk with women who are in self help grou
and have been in them for a minimum of 6 months. [ am sorry that I can’t rei
burse women for their time (1 hour), but will send copies of my thesis.

For more information please phone: Ellen Wexler, 928-0628.

‘THE 'ROSEDALE ‘I.IBRARY

115 Queen Street East 368-1538
-In Toromo's Lower East Side

BOOKS

Fiction, Poetry, Sports, Rock’n’roll

Interested in getting strong?

Join us for a total workout that will leave you
relaxed yet energized for the rest of your day.
Increase your endurance, build strength and
improve your flexibility — in a supportive,
enjoyable atmosphere.

¢ Evenings 5:30 - 6:30pm.

s Near the Christie subway

e Call for details of ongoing classes:
The Fitness Workshop 11—536-3687

e Instructor: Ellen Agger

CAROL ROWE & RUTH FAZAL

present

An Evening of Sonatas for:
- o Viola and piano
e Violin and piano
with Gary Arbour — piano

Music by LeClair, Schubert, Brahms, Enesco

January 10, 1980
8:30 pm sharp
Admission: $3

Heliconian Hali
35 Hazelton Avenue
Toronto

Wanted: Superintendent

Full time for 97 unit cooperative housing
apartment complex, High Park area. Live on site.
“Fix-it” skills a must. Interest in working with co-op
members. Knowledge of small heating systems
essential.

~ References required. Phone weekdays.

762-8844

Deadline December 8, 1980

Vol.2;Nov3



; U\niversity.

Nb classes to att‘e‘nd, no cars to park, no babyéitting
problems, no entrance requirements

PSYCHOLOGY IN THE WORKPLACE:
People, Jobs and Organization<

A course about human nature, organizations, productivity
and the quality of working life.

Cfe‘dited towards degree and certificate programs at Ryer-
son Polytechnical Institute and Atkinson Coilege, York

COURSE BEGINS JANUARY 6

REGISTER NOW-
CALL 585-5273 J

562 Church Street
Toronto

under LLBO

PEGBOLRS

924-1972

Open seven days a week

Monday through Friday
Noonto 1am,

Saturday
5p.m.totam.

Sunday
Brunch, noon to 4 p.m.
Dinner, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

WOMEN’S GROWTH GROUP
|+ This programme focuses on how we, as women,
define and adapt ourselves in our roles in work,
- “l-marriage; friendships, parenting and intimate rela-

+|:- tionships. Through discussion, individual and group
exercises, body work, theatre, play and art we will
~ | ‘explore ouxselves 45 Women.

- Wednesday evenings, January 7 —March 11, 1981.

- Fee: $150.00 ($110.00 for second time pammpams)

POT POURRI

This special weekend is comprised of a series of two
hour seminars designed to provide participants
with varied experiences in the Gestalt approach.
The weekend will be of interest both to newcomers
to Gestalt and to those who have experience in
Gestalt methods.
Here’s 2 sample of some of the weekend's choces:
Basic Encounter, Awareness through Body Move-
ment, The Self-Torture Game, Mother — Being and
-] Having, Double Your Pleasure Barriers; Gestalt:A ]

| Unitof Power, Poles Apatt; What Next? L1V1ng as an
* [ Alternative Llfesty

[ January 10 & 11, 1981. Fee: $SO 00

SESTALT INSTITUTE OF TO!

DECEMBER
1980

ANUARY
1981

Tf you are interested in finding out more about these
or other Institute programmes please contact Martha
Lindsay, Coordinator, The Gestalt Institute of
Toronto, 37 Cecil Street, Toronto, Ontario MST IN1
(416) 977-0844

The Gestalt Institute_of Toronto is a non proﬁt

| Bducational Institute and fees for all courses are |/
| tax deductible.

This ongoing, open-ended programme concentrates
on the Gestalt approach to how the demands of life

- can be faced without sacrificing the excitement and

creativity of growth.
Thursday evenings, January 29— April 2, 1981
Fee: $150.00 ($110.00 for second time participants)

GESTALT SERIES FOR OVERWEIGHT
WOMEN

This is not a diet workshop. Fat people focus on
dieting. We won't. Instead, we will use this series to
explore some of the hidden characters that lurk
';nside of you and to discover what you are besides
at.

Sunday mornings, January 18— March 21, 1981.
Fee: $150.00

GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST

Participants will dip into their closets to restore some
old Christmas experiences and will redesign, recap-

-ture; “or “complete. scenes - from Christmases. long. | .

gone. A timely weekend: that tmay’ clean your can:
vasses for the holidays of 1980. December 13 & 14,
1980. Fee: $95.00

& &9 Q© & @& G o e @ 0 9 &9

no frills

women playing rock and roll

Horseshoe Tavern
December 8th & 9th
368 Queen St. West

$2 cover charge

cocececoceveccseseee

roadside

WHERE YOU CAN
BUY YOUR COPY:

IN TORONTO:

* Beaches Bookshop
2199 Queen St East

Bob Miller Bookroom
180 Bloor Si. W.

" Bookcellar
142 Yorkville Ave.

Bookcellar
1560 Yonge St.

Book City
501 Bloor St. West

Fly-by-Night Lounge
NE corner: George &
Dundas

Full Moon Tea House
2010 Queen St. East

George’s Variety
Corner: Withrow & Logan

Glad Day Book Shop
B848A Yonge St.

Goldberry Natural Foods
17 St. Nicolas St.

lce Cream Store
Corner: Sumach &
Winchester

Jn Sale Here

International News
663 Yonge St.

Karma Co-op
739 Palmerston Ave.

Lichtman’s News
1430 Yonge St.

Longhouse Books.
630 Yonge St.

Other Books
483 Bloor St. West

hPages
256 Queen St. West

Pushkin’s
2102 Queen St. East

This Ain’t the Rosedale
Library
115 Queen St East

Toronto Women’s
Bookstore .
85 Harbord St.

U of T Books .
63a St. George St.

U of T Textbook Store
Corner: Huron & Russell

YWCA
15 Birch Ave.

ACROSS CANADA:

ALBERTA

Aspen Books Lid.
No. 1 10624 Whyte Ave.
Edmonton

Charing Cross Books
8920-112 St.
Edmonton

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Ariel Bookstore
2766 West 4th
Vancouver

Bastion Books
Bastion Street .
Nanaimo, BC

Octopus Books
1146 Commercial Drive
Vancouver

UBC Bookstore
2008 Mail Mall
UBC Campus
Vancouver

Vancouver Women’s
Bookstore

804 Richards St.
Vancouver

MANITOBA
Brigit’s Books

730 Aléxander Ave
Winnipeg

Liberation Books
160 Spence St.
Winnipeg~

NOVA SCOTIA

Atlantic News
5560 Morris St.
Halifax

Cape Co-op Bookshop
Box 193

235 Charlotte St.
Sydney .

Pair of Trindles Bookshop
Old Red Store

Historic Properties
Halifax

ONTARIO

The Bookshelf
41 Quebec St.
Guelph

The Bookstore

— Windsor Public Library
850 Ouellette Ave
Windsor

Country Mouse Bookstore
621 Richmond St.
London

Octopus Books
837 Bank St.
Ottawa

QUEBEC
Androgyny Bookstore

1217 Crescent
Montréal

- Broadside




In January, 1981, the United States will
have a new ‘President, Ronald Reagan’s

-opposition to fundamental feminist princi-
_ples. His party and platform opposes work-

: amendment, gun_controls, contraceptives,
- food stamps and social welfare systems.in
general. It is a very anti-woman platform.

--see the connections.

 The defeat of Sewell in the recent mayor-

the club and naturally arson was suspecte;

~ Whoever set the fire made sure this time i*

- was burned right to its outer shell.
Co-incidence? Perhaps, but look at the

rest of our Canadian scenario.

Bookstore -also- burned “to -the ‘ground.
Again ‘arson is blamed. In the month be-
" fore, the bookstore had been broken into
twice. The store was gutted by the fire and
the basement stock was damaged by smoke
and water.

Two weeks before the fire Rape Relief

‘ing - mothers, ‘abortions, the equal rights.

. burning women’s presses in the US is.the
alty race in Toronto was a shock to many . American reaction‘tq vyomen’s’ d‘emanfls[f’or .
liberals, feminists and civil libertarians, as " change. ‘The.re,a‘c’thnds shown in §~v1olent :
well as a shock to the local gay community. @nd destructive way. We as Canadians face
The night after Sewell’s loss, ““21 McGill”’, .
a private all-women Toronto club burnedto

 the ground. It was the third fire reported at’

1n mid-October the Vancouver Women’s |

Smoking Us Out

' “Centres " in - Vancouver: .and - Québec City
( "‘were broken into, ‘on:the same ‘night. The
campaign platform’ was very clearly one’in
: " cated in the basement area of a convent, ac-
_cessible only through corridors and door-

‘Québec City centre, strangely enough, is lo-

ways.. Why  would ‘anyone go to all that
trouble to break in? What could the'centre

: possibly have of interest to a thief? An old
. typewriter? Files? Posters?-

This may not:appear to be significant to .. . = - o L
Ganadians bii Tecent. trends. actoss this. All these burnings ‘and break-ins are a
country demonstrate: that we, as feminists, -
‘may live in-‘a fool’s paradise if we cannot”

concrete and visible sign of the times: Wo-

‘men have challenged the basic fundament-

als of all the structures that exist”today.
Fire-bombing - birth control clinics and

the same destructive responses, clearly de-

monstrated by the fires-and: break-ins the
Canadian:women ‘have faced in these last "
couple ‘of months. Politicians in both coun-
. tries are being voted into office on anti-wo-

man platforms. Our new constitution may
not guarantee our rights just as the Equal
Rights Amendment may never get into the
American Constitution.

" Ttis crucial that we see these incidents not
. as -co-incidences: and isolated, but as evi-

dence that we are now becoming a visible
‘threat’ and the road is getting rough. If we
ignore these signs, we may very well lose
what we have fought for and what little we
have gained over the last decade.

[1¥udy Stanleigh

Moira Armour

21 McGill, a burned-out shell

FEMINIST
PARTY of
CANADA

Since wornen first obtained the right to
vote and to run for office, the number
of women seeking federal office rose
from four in 1921 to 183 in 1980. But
the number of women who won seats
in those b9 years rose only from one to
14. The dismal prognosis is that, at this
rate, we wiil need another 842 years to
achieve equal representation at the
federal level.

Under our democratic system, elected
representatives, regardless of their
gender, are responsible to all their con-
stituents. Yet the record shows that
they have regularly failed to respond in
an adequate tashion to those concerns
which determine the lives of more than
half of those they are elected to serve.

Women's full participation in the
political arena will bring a new pers-
pective and a new direction to govern-
ment in general.

The FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA-
PART! FEMINISTE DU CANADA is
the political voice of our time. if you
wish to participate in the formation of
this national party, please complete the
following and return it to our address.

FINE ART CASTING
IN BRONZE
EXCLUSIVELY

CANADA’S MOST COMPLETE
SERVICE FOR
SCULPTORS

64D MERTON STREET
TORONTO e ONTARIO
CANADA ¢ M4S 1A3
TELEPHONE (416) 488-1676

The Art
Foundry

I would like to purchase a membership in the
Feminist Party of Canada at $5.00

Seniors, students, singie parents, weifare or
disabled at $1.00 .

Are you willing to help organize (or meet
with) FPC-PFC members in your area
Do you wish to be on our Mailing List?if so,
please send $2.00 to cover postage.

i

Donation _________ Total

FEMINIST PARTY OF CANADA. .
PARTI FEMINISTE DU CANADA
BOX 5717 STATION A TORONTO
VBW 1A0 (416) 960 3427

HELP WANTED

The Toronto Women’s Bookstore ‘has
a small part-time position (irregular
hours) for someone to help us develop
our section of French books. Person
must be fluent in French anmd have
bookstore or-.publishing experience.
Please send resume to the bookstore at
85 Harbord St., Toronto, M5S 1G4 no
later than December 31, 1980.

A COMEDY ABOUT
INFLATION ...
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by Dario Fo
NOVEMBER 26 TO DECEMBER 14

Adelaide Court Theatre

Vol. 2,No.3
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Offer expires December 31, 1980

Take advantage of this offer to renew your subscription or to
send gifts to your friends.

Fill in all three forms and mdlcate in the boxes provided which
are gifts and which are renewals. (For renewal only, fill in the first
form and send Broadside $8.)

Notice will be'sent on your behalf to inform your friends of thelr
glft subscription.
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