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FEATURE 

BORDER CROSSINGS: 
Feminist politics in the US and 
Canada are separate but 
connected. Susan G. Cole and 
Eve Zaremba look at the 
differences and similarities, and 
warn us of the dangers of 
taking on imported causes 
without prior analysis. "If the 
US catches cold," says Cole 
and Zaremba, "we sneeze." 
But Canadian historical and 
social conditions have often not 
developed along the same lines. 
Page 8 

IMADSIDE 

NEWS 

MOVEMENT MATTERS: 
Broadside looks at the Toronto 
Women's Bookstore; the Red 
Hot Video trial in Victoria; the 
Donna Smyth defence; the 
Colleen Crosbie defence; the 
Men's Curfew; and more. 
Pages 6-7 

COMMENT 

PSYCHIC WEAPONRY: 
Mary Meigs muses on the 
process which produces mental 
rigidity, and reflects on how the 
rigid mind reacts to the changes 
needed for political 
consciousness: the ammunition 
of the narrow-minded she calls 
'thought-stones.' 
Page 5. 

FRIENDS OR FOES? Reva 
Landau writes about the need 
to discuss how feminist activists 
should connect to progressive 
struggles in other countries. In 
doing so she defines feminism, 
and makes distinctions between 
nationalist and political 
struggles. Are their territorial 
struggles non- or anti-feminist? 
Is their revolution our 
revolution? We must answer 
these questions before we give 
our support. 
Page 4. 

REPRODUCTIVE 
RESPONSIBILITY: Are pro-
choicers really satisfied with 
abortion as a solution, asks 
Vivian Harrower, while 
abdicating responsibility for 
birth control? Aren't there 
more choices, which cover the 
whole range of women's need 
to control reproduction? And 
what is the connection between 
the abortion debate and the 
pornography debate? 
Movement Comment, page 14 

LETTERS: Readers respond to 
the Bookstore fire; to the 
changes at Partisan Gallery; to 
a "Women & Words" article 
(August / September 1983); to 
"The Nurturant Suffragists" 
(July 1983); and to the "Sisters: 
Steppin' Out" music festival. 
Pages 2-3. 

ARTS  

ACCIDENTAL CHARM: 
Frida Kahlo, one of Mexico's 
best surrealist painters, was 
seriously injured in an accident 
at the age of 18, and took to 
painting as a result. Amanda 
Hale reviews a biography of 
Kahlo, this child of the 
Mexican revolution of 1910. 
Page 10. 

OUTSIDE BROADSIDE: 
Don't miss this month's 
calendar of Toronto women's 
events, for October 1983. 
Page 15. 

. WOMEN OF COLOUR: 
Annette Clough reviews 
Fireweed's special issue on 
Women of Colour, and finds it 
a well-designed, representative 
collection of stories, poetry and 
graphics, a testament to the 
strengths of the women whose 
lives fil l these pages. 
Page 11. 

X • 

lllllllllllllllllllil 
SUBVERSION LURKS: In 
Mad Women & Crazy Ladies, 
Sharon H. Nelson's latest 
collection of poems, women 
submit to oppression and many 
turn to madness, but in so „ 
doing often learn the means of 
survival. "Acquiescent on the , 
surface, subversion lurks in the 
hearts of these... women," 
says reviewer Carroll Klein. 
Page 12. 
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Women and Words 
Broadside: 

As members of a feminist press who attended 
the Women and Words conference in Vancou
ver, we would like to make an additional com
ment to Eve Zaremba's article "Women and 
Words: The Writing on the Wall" {Broadside 
Aug/Sept. 1983). She specifically refers to 
"The Relationship between Writer and Pub
lisher" session. We felt that the format of the 
session (and of most panels) necessitated that 
all panelists (both publishers and writers) 
make generalizations. However, we were dis
appointed and frustrated that feminist 
writers, who were panelists at that session, did 
not make a distinction between mainstream 
and feminist publishers (or between Mc
Clelland and Stewart and Women's Press, 
who were represented on the panel). 

We at Women's Press feel that we are very 
different from mainstream publishers like 
McClelland and Stewart. First, we have a 
commitment to publish feminist writers. 
Second, we operate as a feminist collective. 
As well as the work of paid staff, there is the 
unpaid, entirely invisible collective labour of 
about twenty women that goes into the editing, 
production, design, marketing and distribu
tion necessary to turn a manuscript into a 
book. For these two reasons, we believe our 
relationship with the feminist community— 

Editor, Philinda Masters 
Ad. Mgr., Donna Gollan 
Circulation, Catherine Maunsell 
Distribution, Susan Cole 

EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE: 
Beverley All inson 
Susan G . Cole 
Donna Gollan 
Amanda Hale 
Carroll Klein 
Philinda Masters 
Catherine Maunsell 
Layne Mellanby 
Deena Rasky 
Jean Wilson 
Eve Zaremba 

THIS ISSUE: 
Sandy Alexander 
Elaine Berns 
Harriet Eisenkraft 
Ottie Lockey 
Maureen Phillips 

Address all correspondence to: 
Broadside 
P . O . Box 494 
Station P 
Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2T1 
Tel. (416) 598-3513 

The Broadside Collective does not 
necéssarily share the views contained in any 
article, even i f the byline belongs to a 
collective member. Views of the Collective 
are expressed only in editorials, and essays 
signed by the Collective. 

Broadside is published 1.0 times a year by 
Broadside Communications L t d . , P . O . Box 
494, Station E>, Toronto, Ontario M5S 2T1. 
(416) 598-3513. Member: Canadian Periodi
cal Publishers' Association, This issue: Oc
tober 1983; Vol . 5, no. 1. 

Typesetting: Merv Walker 
Alphabets 

Printing: Delta Web Graphics 
Second Class mail registration no: 4771 
ISSN: 0225-6843 

Next production date: October 22, 23 
Copy deadline: October 3 
A d closing date: October 14 

Broftflside 

including writers—has an additional dimen
sion and involves a complex working-out of 
shared goals. Although we, like all publishers, 
have some different interests from authors, 
this does not mean that the relationship of 
writer and publisher is necessarily antagon
istic. 

In her article, "Feminist Press: Front Page 
Challenge" (Broadside, Vol 4, no. 8), Philinda 
Masters raises some interesting questions 
about the combination of feminist politics 
and publishing projects. "The attempt to live 
our politics also results in a good deal of soul 
searching as we try to deal with the contradic
tions of purity vs. poverty, of efficiency vs. 
exactitude, of co-operation vs. competition." 
Many other contradictions and questions 
could be raised, including the relationship of 
feminist publishers to writers. 

We would like to propose that the next 
Women and Words Conference include a ses
sion on "The Relationship of Feminist Move
ments, Feminist Writers and Feminist Pub
lishers" to allow the links to be made between 
feminism and publishing, and to focus on the 
sort of questions raised by Philinda Masters. 

Maureen Fitzgerald 
Connie Guberman 
Lois Pike 
Daphne Read 
Women's Press, Toronto 

Broadside: 

We read with interest and amazement your 
account of the Women and Words Con
ference (Eve Zaremba, ' 'The Writing on the 
Wall," Aug./Sept., Vol. 4, no. 10). We make 
specific reference to the paragraphs on the 
participation of women of colour, immigrant 
women and native women. We would like to 
note that we are critical of this article and not 
the conference. The article is a misrepresen
tation of the participation of women of col
our (indeed, we are not even mentioned), 

tive and immigra i women ; nd the issues 
we raised, issues which, by the way, were 
widely discussed both formally and infor
mally at the conference. 

It is patronizing and patriarchal to state 
that "it was not just that native and immigrant 
women from many backgrounds attended or 
even that they spoke up. What matters is that 
they were heard." This stinks. It stinks of men 
paying lip service to women so that they will 
not be accused of sexism. This is exactly what 
Zaremba is doing if we substitut e the word sex
ism for racism and the word men for women. 

Speaking up is a "courtesy" extended to 

Who Benefits? 
Beverley A Uinson, Margaret A twood, 
Rosemary Barnes, Deborah Bart left, Bitsy 
Bateman, June Cal I wood, Sherrill Cheda, 
Lillian Ciamaga, Susan Cole, Carolyn 
Duetz, Lynn Fernie, Site Findlay, 
Maureen FitzGerald,' Sylvia Fraser, 
Shelley Glazer, Donna Gollan, Sheila 
Gostick, Bernitta Hawkins, Merle 
Hudson, Gina Jones, Joanne Kates, Patti 
Kirk, Billie Laskin, Darlene Lawson, Ottie 
Lockey, Cath MacNaughton, Joyce 
Matthews, Philinda Masters, Catherine 
Maunsell, Layne Mellanby, Cherie Miller, 
Sheila Miller, Betsy Nuse, Mary O'Brien, 
Penny Patterson, Susan Power, Deena 
Rasky, Judy Rebick, Janet Rogers, Mary 
Rowles, Charlene Roycht, Daphne 
Rukelow, Annette Salem, Joy Slater, Judy 
Stanleigh, Clara Tiscoe, Judith Weisman, 
Jean Wilson, Eve Zaremba. 

one's social inferiors, minors, and women in 
the patriarchal mode of discourse. We gather 
from Zaremba's analysis that what we had to 
say was of little importance. What was impor
tant for her was that white women granted us 
the courtesy of "hearing" it. 

' 'Admittedly,' ' she writes, "it will take much 
more than patience and courtesy to break 
through the cultural chauvinism of the major
ity whose roots are in the dominant culture 
and whose ignorance of all else is often dif
ficult to distinguish from racism." Difficult 
for whom? Patience by whom and with whom? 
Pray tell! 

This dominant culture business. Please! 
The dominant culture in Canada is capitalism 
and white skin privilege plays no small part in 
propping it up. We belong to the majority— 
women—and our roots are not in the dominant 
culture, neither are Zaremba's if she takes the 
time to check. 

It is not only "cultural chauvinism" which 
needs a breakthrough but also, and more im
portantly, the political analysis of Zaremba's 
so-called majority. 

Zaremba is not alone in her rather shaky 
analysis. It brings to mind an encounter we 
had with a white middle class feminist critic 
who told us that we should not mistake domi
nant behaviour for racism. What crap. Are 
we also to think that rape is only a matter of 
dominant behaviour? 

Give Zaremba her due, she does continue: 
"But those distinctions must be made and 
those qualities of mutual respect cultivated if 
we hope to go on and get anywhere." But her 
appeal here to "mutual respect" belies her 
paternalism on the subject. Given those terms 
of reference, who needs it? 

We trust you appreciate our "speaking up" 
again. Please grant us your "attendveness 
and good will" in having the courtesy to print 
this letter in its entirety. 

In sisterhood nevertheless, 
Makeda Silvera and Dionne Brand 
Toronto 

Suffragist Ploy? 
Broadside: 

Have to take a moment to tell you how angry 
I'm getting reading Mariana Valverde's article 
"The Nurturant Suffragists" (July 1983), 
which attempts to discredit early feminist 
struggles for the vote as classist and racist 
ploys. True, that feminism hasn't always en
compassed all of the politically correct dogma 

What made this such a unique event is that 
both the idea and the execution came from 
outside the Broadside collective. That is, 
those of us who put out the paper did not also 
have to hustle the bread. Ottie Lockey had the 
idea of a benefit dinner and with the support 
of Darlene Lawson put in time on the phone, 
selling enough $25 tickets to make it all 
happen. 

Just the two of them did it. Which surely 
means that any two smart, energetic, persis
tent women can organize a similar event any 
time they choose. 

Item: The bad news. Broadside's price has 
gone up. It's the first time our newsstand rate 
has increased, and the second time our sub-

of Marxists, but then again, who defined 
Marxist principles as being the be-all and end-
all of 'correctness'? 

I noticed that when making references to 
support the idea that working class women 
weren't wanted in the Suffrage Movement, an 
'anonymous letter' and an unnamed '1909 
writer' are cited as representatives of this ap
parent 'bourgie' bunch of women who only 
sought power over working class people and 
immigrants. 

True though, that Nellie McClung sought ! 
the vote in order to ban liquor, but was her I 
underlying motive of stopping abusive I 
drunken husbands from beating their wives | 
and children not a noble one? (albeit a tad \ 
naive). 

And further, the fact that someone recently 
arriving in Canada had more political rights 
than she and other women born in Canada—is 
this not a valid political observation based on 
reality? Were they not simply saying if immi
grant men can vote, so should we? I don't re
call ever hearing a suffragist declare that im
migrants shouldn't be allowed to vote. 

Penni Mitchell 
Winnipeg 

Bookstore Lives 
Broadside: 

The following is an open letter to the 
Women's Community: 

On July 29, 1983, a fire was deliberately set 
at 85 Harbord Street that gutted the Toronto 
Women's Bookstore. Most of the stock and 
shelving was destroyed by the fire and/or 
water damage. The intended target of this at
tack was not the bookstore but the Morgen-
taler Clinic, located above the store. 

When the Morgentaler Clinic opened the 
Bookstore was supportive of both the clinic 
and the work of the Ontario Coalition for 
Abortion Clinics (OCAC). OCAC's defence 
of a woman's right to choose, work around 
legalizing free-standing abortion clinics and 
removing abortion from the criminal code 
was aided by the Bookstore on an ongoing 
basis. This support continues. 

The Women's Bookstore is determined to 
reopen as quickly as possible. In order to do 
that, $35,000 is needed. Immediately after the 
fire OCAC organized a rally on behalf of the 
bookstore which raised in excess of $2,500. 
OCAC as an organization is committed to 
helping the Women's Bookstore reopen as 
soon as possible. While still co-ordinating the 

How about it? Would not late November 
be a great time for an encore? There must be 
at least 50 other Broadside supporters in 
Toronto (or elsewhere?) who are just kicking 
themselves for having missed such an evening 
of dinner, drinks and dazzling dialogue. All it 
takes is two women with phones. Should you 
need friendly advice on how to go about it call 
Ottie Lockey, at 920-9797. She will inspire you. 

Thanks to all who came, bought tickets or 
promised to make it next time. Special thanks 
to Ottie and Darlene. 

—Broadside Collective 

to renew your sub / / you also buy a gift 
subscription for a friend. 

Item: With the Toronto Women's Bookstore 
temporarily out of commission, readers 
won't have access to one of our major news
stand sellers (it sold close to 200 copies a 
month). In the meantime, there are several 
other places in the immediate area who will 
have more copies than usual on sale: SCM 
Books, DEC, and Book City, all on Bloor St. 
West between Spadina and Bathurst. The 
Women's Bookstore will also have some 
copies on hand at their temporary office, 296 
Brunswick Ave. (at Bloor). 

What do these 49 women have in common? 
Well, among countless other attributes, they 
all plonked down their money to participate 
in Broadside's Benefit Dinner at Crispins 

. Restaurant on August 22, 1983. Not everyone 
on this impressive list managed to make it to 
the dinner itself (their loss) but together they 
enriched Broadside by over 500 much-needed 
dollars. The 40-plus women who did attend 
had a tasty meal and an up-beat good time, 
complete with a much heckled (short) speech 
by one Susan G. Cole. 

scription price has increased, in all our many 
years. The new price may seem a bit stiff at 
first, but what with inflation and, you know, 
other stress factors, the new price is more in 
line with what it actually costs us to print the 
paper. 

Item: The good news. You can save money by 
using your old Wintario tickets to buy a new 
subscription to Broadside—up to half the 
cost. It's a real deal. (See back page for in
structions.) You can also use Wintario tickets 

EDITORIALS 

This is Broadside 
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efforts of the pro-choice movement in On
tario and organizing for the October 1st "Day 
of Action for Choice," individual members 
of OCAC have made it a priority to assist the 
Bookstore in any way possible. This support 
between both groups will continue in terms of 
working together to help each other achieve 
our goals. 

The Women's Bookstore is now located in 
temporary office space at 296 Brunswick 
Avenue, Suite 201, Toronto, Ontario 
M5S 2M7: Telephone (416) 922-8744. The 
Bookstore will kick off the opening of the 
temporary office with a large fire sale of those 
damaged books salvaged from the original 
store. This sale begins September 26. Per
sonal donations will also help the bookstore 
reach its goals so that Toronto will once again 
have a thriving bookstore in our community. 

Toronto Women's Bookstore 
Ontario Coalition for Abortion Clinics 
Toronto 

Broadside: 

The availability of the literature of the 
women's movement is often our main source 
of power and for 9 years the Toronto 
Women's Bookstore has been the primary 
source of this vital material. 

Many of you may know that the Bookstore 
has recently become a victim of the chaos sur
rounding the quest for reproductive choice in 
Ontario. Fire insurance coverage will account 
for the stock lost but a fundraising effort for 
$35,000 shortfall to cover relocation is under
way. 

We have committed ourselves to this effort 
by providing the funds to print and mail 2,000 
letters. 

We ask you to consider the high quality ser
vice and support that the Toronto Women's 
Bookstore has provided in the past on a non
profit basis, and to send as much money as you 
can afford to: The Toronto Women's Book
store Relocation Fund, c/o Sasha Mclnnes 
Hayman, 28 Elmwood Place, London, Ontario 
N6J 1J2. 

Please be generous. Thanks for your sup
port. 

Sasha Mclnnes Hayman 
London, Ontario 

'artisan Politics 
The following letter is a public statement 
from the Women's Perspective collective of 
Partisan Gallery in Toronto: 

Broadside: 

We are the women who initiated and organ
ized the Women's Perspective '83 Show, and 
the Partisan Gallery women's collective. 
Some of us have been long-time Partisan ac

tivists, others were new to the gallery as a 
result of the Women's Perspective Show. 

Our collective, which had been operating as 
part of the gallery, decided at a meeting on 
June 29, 1983 to leave Partisan and establish 
the collective as an independent cultural force 
in Toronto. 

This decision resulted from months of ten
sion between Women's Perspective and the 
gallery Steering Committee. We see the situa
tion as having been a classic case of sexism in 
action. 

At issue was a fundamental lack of trust 
and lack of respect, on the part of some steer
ing committee members, for the women or
ganizing the gallery's largest-ever show. 

We experienced constant badgering over 
how the show was being organized, nit
picking over minor issues, and the personal 
harassment of some of the collective 
members. Compared with other shows (in 
terms of the right to organize the show with 
some degree of autonomy) Women's Per
spective was subject to double standards. 
Other shows would be given carte blanche go-
ahead, while we were constantly being ques
tioned as to our motive and means. 

In our view, these were all manifestations 
of what we had all read about in 60's essays on 
sexism in so-called progressive organizations. 

After months of writing copious progress 
reports to the Steering Committee, attending 
monthly meetings and engaging in rancorous 
debate, and listening to innuendo unparalleled 
in much of our political/cultural organizing 
experience, we have come to a position of 
total lack of faith in the current Steering 
Committee. We think that it would be impos
sible for us to carry out our work given the 
situation in the gallery at present. 

We must say that there are members of the 
Steering Committee and the membership-at-
large who have been totally supportive of our 
work and our right to exist. However, we do 
not believe that Partisan is being run in a 
democratic fashion. This lack of democracy, 
which is a result of undue power and control 
being assumed by "some gallery members, 
stifles healthy debate and hinders any 
possibility of growth. Until this changes, we 
believe our situation will be but one of a series 
of political/organizational feuds. Without 
underplaying the sexism which has been a 
crucial element in terms of the problems 
Women's Perspective has had with Partisan, 
we do not limit our criticism to this issue. 

We wish to stress that this has been a pain
ful decision to make and that we sincerely 
regret having to take this action. We had a 
great deal of hope for working within a pro
gressive art gallery to develop women's cul
tural activity. However, we believe the direc
tion of the gallery is a long way away from the 
original Partisan manifesto, which we would 
heartily have endorsed. 

We demand the right to organize as women 
around the issues we define and in ways we see 
as important. This would not be possible if we 

Commission of Inquiry on 
Equality in Employment 

La Commission d'enquête sur 
l'égalité en matière d'emploi 

On June 27, 1983, the Government of Canada established a 
Commission of Inquiry to study discrimination in the workplace 
against women, native people, disabled persons and visible 
minorities. The Commission is to report by the end of the year on 
the most efficient, effective and equitable ways to promote equal 
employment opportunities, eliminate systemic discrimination, 
and assist all individuals to compete for employment 
opportunities on an equal basis. 

Interested organizations, groups or individuals are invited to 
make written submissions to the Commission by October 15, 
1983. Please address inquiries to: 

Commission of Inquiry on 
Equality in Employment 
264 Adelaide Street East 

Toronto, Ontario 
M 5 A 1N1 

Judge Rosalie S. Abella (416) 369-4722 
Commissioner 

were to stay within the gallery, which is a sorry 
comment on the state of Partisan. 

At this point, we look forward to the future 
with a great deal of enthusiasm. Women's 
Perspective is a dynamic and diverse group 
committed to the creative spirit of women in 
Toronto. We will continue, under the name 
Women's Perspective, to work actively to 
promote women's culture. We welcome the 
participation of any women in the community 
interested in working toward this goal. 

Women's Perspective Collective 
Toronto 

Broadside: 

I wish to make it known to the public that im
mediately following the Partisan Gallery 
Steering Committee meeting of August 17, 
1983, I resigned from my position on that 
body. 

The illegal and unconstitutional termina
tion of the memberships of women members 
of Partisan who had signed a public letter 
declaring autonomy for the Women's Per
spective collective will bring a justly-deserved 
disgrace upon the name of the gallery. 

Despite its many good works in the past, 
Partisan is no longer deserving of support 
from Toronto's progressive community. 
Since the remaining active members of the 
Steering Committee have so disgraced our 
good name, I can no longer associate myself 
with any of its future activities. 

Wally Brooker 
Toronto 

listers Slippin' U| 
Broadside: 

The following letter was addressed to 
Womynly Way and printed in the "Sisters: 
Steppin' Out" musicJcstivalprogram: 

Tonight (Friday) is Erev Yom Kippur, the 
evening of the beginning of the most signifi

cant day in the Jewish Calendar. Yom Kippur 
is the time of atonement and reflection for 
Jews throughout the world. Each Jew honours 
this day in her own way. For some it will be in 
synagogue or with family. For others it will be 
spent in solitary thought or with close friends. 
And still others will enjoy nothing more than 
celebrating with other women at this music 
festival. 

Unfortunately, many Jewish women will not 
attend this evening. On the surface it would 
appear that this decision is each woman's per
sonal choice. We disagree. For many women 
the commitment of family and religion pro
hibit their attendance tonight. For others, it is 
the recognition of a need to affirm themselves 
as Jews, particularly in a Christian society. 

We, as a group, take exception to the 
scheduling of such an exciting important 
event on Yom Kippur. We hope that in the 
future, organizers of women's events will 
show more awareness and concern for the 
various cultures that make up our society. 

In sisterhood, 

Elaine Berns, Deborah Feinstadt, Shelley 
Glazer, Patti Kirk, Ottie Lockey, Cherie 
Miller, Sheila Miller, Annette Salem, Ellen 
Wexler 
Toronto 

Womynly Ways responds: 

As bookings co-ordinator for Womynly Way 
Productions, I would like to personally apol
ogize to other Jewish feminists who are hurt 
by the placement of our fall festival, "Sisters: 
Steppin' Out" on Yom Kippur. This error was 
made because of the long lead time needed to 
make a weekend booking at Harbourfront (in 
this case, the space was initially booked last 
November). By the time I realized my mis
take, it was too late to change the dates. 

I will do everything in my power to avoid 
this kind of error in the future. Again, my 
apologies. 

Ruth Dworin 
Womynly Way 

DOWN'S* 

Ti G E N E R O U S L Y 
Send cheques to our 

temporary office location 

T o r o n t o 
W o m e n ' s B o o k s t o r e 
296 Brunswick Ave., #201 

Toronto, M5S 2M7 

T T O F r - S A T J R r — — -

Help us kick off the opening of a temporary 
office at 296 Brunswick Ave., #201 

(just south of Bloor) with a large fire sale of 
damaged books. Come and visit us and 
help yourself to some fantastic bargains! 

Sale begins Sept. 2€:, 
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l 922-8744 

Vol. 5, no. 1 
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by Reva Landau 

In order to enter into a meaningful discussion 
of the relationship between feminism, im
perialism, the peace movement and any other 
political movement it is necessary to define 
feminism. 

Feminism is a movement that has as its base 
the belief that women are oppressed by, and 
for the benefit of, men, and that this oppres
sion will be removed, not by individual efforts 
alone, but by structural changes in our society. 
The forms of this oppression may vary in dif
ferent cultures but a key identifying mark of 
sexist oppression is that the harm is borne only, 
or almost only, by women, and that the 
benefit is enjoyed only by men. A hardship 
borne equally by men and women (e.g., polluted 
air) or borne by women to a slightly greater 
degree only because male oppression has con
fined us to lower-income groups is not sexist 
oppression. 

A . feminist struggle is therefore one that 
seeks to eliminate one or more of the ways in 
which men oppress women. For example, seek
ing affirmative action for women in hiring is a 
feminist struggle. Fighting for higher employ
ment for everyone is not, even if women have 
a slightly higher unemployment rate. A higher 
employment rate may be a good goal, but 
without affirmative action it will not neces
sarily help women nor will it reduce job 
segregation and other hardships suffered by 
women from which men benefit. 

There is also a broader form of feminism. 
Adherents of this wider philosophy would 
maintain that sexism also means that values 
ascribed to men, such as aggression, militar
ism, elitism and non-emotionalism, are valued 
in our society and that traits ascribed to 
women, such as co-operation and caring, are 
not. Therefore a feminist revolution must 
also seek to change society >so that aggression 
and elitism, and societies built on these 
values, such as capitalism and state socialism, 
are overthrown. 

I do not think that this broader philosophy 
has been developed as fully as it should be, 
but I wish to make two points. The first is that 
proponents of the broader philosophy do not 
say that we should not struggle against speci
fic forms of sexism, but that in addition to the 
specific struggle we must not lose sight of the 
wider perspective. The second point is that 
capitalism and state socialism may also be op
posed from non- or even anti-feminist points 
of view. Just because Ronald Reagan opposes 
the USSR or Andropov opposes the US does 
not make either of them feminist. By this 
broader definition, a feminist perspective is 
one that analyses movements to see whether 
they are trying to destroy male elitist militaris
tic, aggressive values as well as specific sexist 
structures. A feminist struggle is therefore 
one that seeks to change not only specific 
forms of oppression but the philosophical 
system behind this oppression. 

What special insight, if any, can feminism 
offer on imperialism, the peace movements, 
or employment? 

Classical colonial imperialism is the com
plete political formal control by one state over 
the territory of another. The controlling 
power runs the upper echelons of the controlled 
territory's administration, holds the final civil 
authority, and traditionally stations troops in 
the controlled territory. The controlled ter
ritory has no vote in international bodies such 
as the United Nations. This form of colonial 
imperialism has almost disappeared. 

Various forms of domination by one country 
over another still exist, of course. The USSR 
dominates various Eastern European coun
tries through economic ties such as'the COM

ECON and by the use of military might, as 
shown in the invasions of Hungary, East Ger
many, and Czechoslovakia. France stations 
troops in seven former French African col
onies and gives most of its foreign aid to its 
former colonies, which aid must be used to 
buy French goods and pay French adminis
trators and technicians. But the extent of 
domination can vary greatly. Countries such 
as India and Yemen have received aid from 
opposing Great Powers at the same time, thus 
giving them more independence. Syria and 
Israel often seem to exercise more influence 
over the Middle East policy of their military 
suppliers, the USSR and US respectively, 
than vice versa. 

Some people do refer to all forms of in
fluence, however indirect and relatively unim
portant, as imperialism. But this makes the 
term meaningless. To call the varying 
American influence over Guam, Guatemala 
and Canada, and the varying Russian in
fluence over Poland, Cuba and Finland, im
perialism tells us nothing. It leads to poor 
analysis. For example, the conservative anti-
communist theocratic dictatorship of Iran is 
supported to some extent by Russia. But to 
call the struggle of the muhjaddin against 
Khomeini anti-imperialist is to completely 
deny the support Khomeini has in Iran and 
distorts the main focus and nature of the 
struggle. As feminists should have very dif
ferent attitudes towards military struggles 
depending on their feminist content, it is im
portant for us in particular not to lump all 
military struggles into one amorphous 
category. 

If most of the military struggles going on in 
the world today are not anti-imperialist, what 
are they? They may be roughly divided into 
nationalist and political struggles. Nationalist 
struggles concern which ethnic or racial group 
will control a territory; political struggles con
cern which political-economic system will 
control a territory. Feminist analysis requires 
different perspectives on these two very dif
ferent struggles. 

Nationalist struggles may be divided into 
wars of expansion, wars of secession, and 
wars of competing nationalism. 

In wars of expansipn one country tries to 
completely absorb Another country in its 
political unit. Conquests resulting from past 
wars of expansion are Latvia, Estonia and 
Lithuania by the USSR, the Golan Heights by 
Israel and Goa by India. The Vietnamese-
Cambodian war and Iranian-Iraqi war appear 
to be current wars of expansion. Wars of 
secession occur when one section of a political 
unit tries to establish a separate political ex
istence. Current secessionist struggles are 
the Basques versus Spain, Tamils versus Sri 
Lanka, and Eritrea versus Ethiopia. In wars 
of competing nationalities one or both sides 
maintains that it is essential for their right to 
self-determination that they occupy the very 
territory that the other side needs in order to 
establish its right to self-determination. The 
IRA vs Great Britain and PLO vs Israel are 
current examples. Nationalist struggles do not 
always fall neatly into one category, but what 
is important for our purposes is that in na
tionalist struggles, political programs are only 
a secondary issue compared to the major con
cern of which ethnic group will control the 
territory. 

Therefore, there are various problems for 
feminists in taking sides in nationalist strug
gles. Because the struggle is primarily na
tionalist rather than political, both sides may 
be equally democratic or non-democratic, 
socialist or non-socialist, feminist or non-
feminist. For example, in regard to the Viet
namese overthrow of the Pol Pot regime in 

Cambodia, neither side can be supported on 
feminist or democratic grounds. 

Even if one side is more feminist, there are 
still difficulties. For example, at the Toronto 
1983 International Women's Day workshop on 
' 'Imperialism, Disarmament and the Women's 
Movement," Niginska Hinsach, from the 
National Union of Eritrean Women, gave un
doubtedly the most feminist analysis of the 
evening. According to her, not only does her 
movement, in theory, believe in an end to 
such sexist practices as polygamy and unilat
eral divorce but enforces this program in the 
area under their control. But suppose an 
Ethiopian woman had been at the workshop. 
She could have said that she agreed with these 
principles but rather than Eritrea separating, 
all women should work together for justice 
for women throughout all of Ethiopia. Or 
suppose we supported Eritrea on the grounds 
it had feminist principles and after its in
dependence it reneged. What would we do— 
demand that it return to Ethiopia? Should we 
support the USSR in Afghanistan on the 
ground that they support the removal of the 
veil or oppose them on the ground that as 
feminists we oppose all forced expansionism? 

We must also remember that women in Ca
nada come from different national, ethnic, 
and racial groups. According to the 1981 cen
sus, of the over 2 million people in Metropoli
tan Toronto, 66 percent had English as a 
mother-tongue, 8 percent had Italian, 3 per
cent had Portuguese, 3 percent had Chinese, 6 
percent had Eastern European languages, 2 
percent had Greek, 1.5 percent had French, 1 
percent had Spanish, and 1 percent had Indo-
Pakistani. Within the Spanish-speaking groups 
alone there is further great diversity. Taking 
sides in a struggle between ethnic or national 
groups can split women along ethnic lines. 
There may be times when we have to do this, 
but it should only be for good feminist reasons. 

As Mariana Valverde said in her letter to 
Broadside (May 1983), we must acknowledge 
and deal responsibly with the real contradic
tions among women. I was surprised that, in 
view of this statement, she did not condemn 
the March 8th Coalition for taking only the 
Palestinian position in the Middle East strug
gle. Either they were not acknowledging the 
real difference among women, or they didn't 
care. Either way, hardly a feminist attitude. 

Therefore, even when one side is far more 
feminist than the other in nationalist strug
gles, we should think carefully about which 
side we should support, and to what extent. 

But, when one particular side in a nationalist 
struggle is not even theoretically dedicated to 
the overthrow of sexist oppression, as in the 
case of the PLO and IRA, there is no reason 
for us to throw our support to their side. I 
judge their lack of feminism by the words of 
their own speakers, who concentrate only on 
nationalist issues and not on the specific 
forms of oppression which women and not 
men suffer in their own areas of the world. 
Not only are we supporting non- or even anti-
feminist movements but we are unnecessarily 
splitting our own movement. 

Political struggles, such as those in 
Nicaragua, E l Salvador and Guatemala, are 
much easier to discuss. Because the basic 
argument is over issues rather than over ter
ritory, there is no reason why as feminists we 
should not support struggles that seek to 
change the specific ways in which women are 
oppressed in their area, be it by lack of control 
over reproductive rights, job segregation, 
polygamy, etc. 

The problem arises when we are confronted 
with a struggle that does not seek to address 
the special problems of women. This is the 
' 'how can we talk to women who are in fear of 

their lives... who do not have enough food to 
eat or a decent place to live, how can we talk 
to these women about abortion, or about por
nography" question. 

In the first place, one of the reasons women 
don't have enough to eat is that they are ex
hausted by unwanted child-bearing and the 
double burden that the customs of their area 
may reserve the most nutritious food for men, 
and that they are confined to low-paying jobs. 
In the second place, women in countries such 
as Iran and Pakistan have specifically called 
on us to support them in their struggles 
against sexism. Third, there are various 
women's groups in other countries, just as 
there are in Canada; not all women are telling 
us the same thing. But, finally, I recognize 
that women in some countries may, as many 
women in many countries have done, decide 
that their oppression is unimportant com
pared to some other struggle and that their 
own freedom will have to wait until "after the 
revolution." In that case they are telling us, 
rather than us telling them, that their revolu
tion is not feminist. If the goals of their 
revolution are not to change the ways in which 
women are oppressed to the benefit of men, 
then it is not feminist. Individual women who 
support these revolutions may be feminist but 
the movement as a whole is not. 

This does not mean that the revolutionaries 
are not nice people or that the revolution is 
not a good thing. Even if all a revolution does 
is spread the wealth from the males of 14 
families to the males of 1000 or even 100 I 
families, then it is a step forward. It is even i 
worthy of being supported. The 14th Amend- J 
ment in the US gave the vote to black males, I 
but not to black, or white, females. It was an 
improvement. But it was not feminist. 

Therefore, from the narrower perspective, 
we should support, on International 
Women's Day, only those movements which 
are opposing the oppression of women by 
men. In regard to the broader perspective, the 
lack of a feminist analysis on the issue of 
peace, disarmament and revolutionary 
movements seemed even more missing on \ 
IWD. The traditional male attitude towards 
violence is that it is bad except when it is in a \ 
cause in which the man believes. Then it ( 
becomes wonderful and glorious. Nothing , 
said on IWD made me think that the speakers i 
had any different perspective. 

There may be those who think that there is , 
no particularly feminist perspective on 1 

violence, and disarmament. In that case, it •< 
should not be an issue on IWD. If it is to be an 
issue, it must be approached from a feminist '•• 
point of view. 

I agree that we can only build a feminist { 
movement by dealing with the issues that 
divide us. Should we say that we do not care 
which ethnic patriarchy rules a region? • 
Should we acknowledge that feminism can
not overcome all barriers, including those of 
nationalism? We won't find out unless we 
start discussing these issues. But the emphasis 
must be on "discuss." We should not invite 
only one speaker on a highly divisive issue; we 
should not shout chants that support only one 
side of an issue. We must decide when and 
where we should explore our differences. 

Finally, wherever and whenever issues are 
discussed, they must be approached from a 
feminist point of view. As Mariana Valverde 
said in her Broadside article ("The Nur-
turant Suffragists," July 1983), the suffragist 
movement suffered because there was no 
autonomous women's movement. We must 
not repeat that mistake. 
Reva Landau is a Toronto feminist and 
lawyer. 

A • It's finally out! 
W THE RFR/DRF LESBIAN ISSUE * 
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sonal Politics • Lesbian Theory • plus book reviews and a 
large resource section, including a cross-country index of 
lesbian organizations 

Available for $5 from: 
Resources for Feminist Research 
Room 8-110 
OISE 
252 Bloor St. West 
Toronto, Ont. M5S 1V6 

or check your favourite bookstore. 
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by Mary Meigs 

There is a secret and autonomous corner of 
the mind, not the part that guards its secrets 
but the part of the mind that amazes by 
creating something quite unexpected. Each of 
us has a creative mind different from every 
other creative mind, even though sparks may 
leap from one to the other. The creative 
sparks from thousands of women's minds are 
leaping and flying; they contain the contagion 
of the women's movement. 

Why are they deflected when they come in 
contact with closed minds? How does a closed 
mind operate? The closed mind can belong to 
anyone, including me; it can be a mind in an 
ordinary humdrum state, not creating, pas
sive but ready to spring to action, or rather to 
reaction. I have noticed that even when it 
seems absent or half-asleep, the closed mind 
reacts with unbelievable speed, as though the 
reaction were waiting to be used, and I have 
noticed how it seems to have taken a shape that 
suits its particular needs, fears and pleasures, 
a habitual and comfortable shape that it likes 
and wants to keep at all costs. The possibility 
of change is blocked by a sense of well-being 
in this shape and no other. 

Before the mind is ready to admit new 
ideas, it is fixed in its shape (I know from ex
perience), composed of the more or less con
gealed matter of what we have read, heard, 
been told and accepted without questioning, 
the thoughts we live with in psychic comfort. 
The weapons that defend these thoughts are 
our reactions, which we keep stored in handy 
piles, like a pile of small stones, each one with 
the wonderful power to come back after being 
used, as though there were elastic bands at
tached to them; they come back, fall into 
place, and are ready to be used again. They 
are useful as weapons, as a medium of ex
change, even as art to be displayed, for they 
are often decorated like Easter eggs, and 
these, too, are retractable and can be used 
over and over again. 

Our congealed thoughts and reactions do 
not even need to be used. They do not deteri
orate in the depths of the mind but can lie 
there waiting to be activated, like a dormant 
tick waiting for a sheep or a dog to walk by. 
One has to admire the patience of the tick that 
is willing to wait for years for its host animal, 
just as one admires the thought, acquired 
perhaps in childhood or adolescence, which 
waits patiently to jump out in symbiotic rela
tionship to some outside provocation or prey. 

Symbiosis. "In a broad sense," says Web
ster's Dictionary, "the term symbiosis in
cludes parasitism, or antagonistic or antipa
thetic symbiosis, in which the association is 
disadvantageous or destructive to one of the 
organisms, but ordinarily it is used of cases 
where the association is advantageous, or 

often necessary, to one or both, but not harm
ful to either." The symbiosis of congealed 
reactions (each the offspring of a congealed 
thought) can be either advantageous or disad
vantageous. Each springs to a kind of in
organic life as a weapon, an Easter egg, only 
in relation to something that is said or seen or 
done. Each reaction is attached to whatever 
will activate it, or rather it is dependent in a 
parasitic way. In a sense, it is formed in 
response to the thing which activated it, the 
thing said, but once formed, it keeps its 
perfect shape, is drawn back by its elastic 
band and is ready to fly out again and, if 
necessary, annihilate the thing said. This is 
probably the most common use of congealed 
reactions—to prolong a state of psychic com
fort by eliminating the threat to it. 

Let us suppose, for instance, that A brings 
up the subject of hard-core pornography with 
B. B immediately says, "I don't believe in 
censorship of any kind." This is a case of ad
vantageous symbiosis, for B needs A , almost 
wills A to talk about hard-core pornography 
so that she (or he) can declare her or himself 
against censorship of any kind. B's declara
tion, moreover, is an authentic belief attached 
to an authentic fear, the fear of censorship, 
but it is used now to suggest that A believes in 
censorship, to conjure up the spectre of totali
tarianism, to paralyse any attempt to talk ra
tionally about ways of limiting hard-core 
pornography. For A now has to defend 
herself against the implication that she 
believes in censorship. Sometimes I observe a 
glint in B's eyes, as she (or he, and it is fre
quently he) dares me to talk about por
nography, and I observe in myself the need to 
provoke the exchange that B wants, that will 
increase his or her feeling of well-being, and 
reduce mine. For if almost all reactions have 
been formed to keep the menace of menaces 
at bay—that of perhaps having to change 
one's mind about something, the ideal reac
tion is one that makes you feel good as well. 
One can say, in fact, that one's reactions seek 
a relation with whatever makes one feel good, 
whether it is an exchange of identical thought-
stones, or an exchange with an adversary 
whose thought-stones can be neutralized or 
disintegrated. 

The subject of pornography has produced 
an extraordinary arsenal of offensive and 
defensive congealed reactions. Here is 
another A talking to another B. A has seen a 
shop window display featuring a naked man
nequin, the upper half of which (or whom) is 
stuffed into a garbage can. On her feet she 
wears a pair of elegant shoes, and a sign below 
says, "I 'd kill to have them." A is shocked 
and baffled when B says this makes her laugh. 
B, in fact, has used one of the most effective 
of all reactions, laughter, linked in symbiosis 
to seriousness, which attempts to disarm 

seriousness, which in a still more developed 
form might become mockery by B of A's pru-
dishness, of her absence of sense of humour. 
This time, however, B's laughter simply at
tempts to dissolve A's seriousness, to render it 
helpless, to make it less dangerous, to say, 
"You can't make me take this seriously; 
therefore it isn't serious;." B has not realized 
that one of the purposes of the mannequin 
was to make her laugh; that this was part of 
the softening-up process, by making the 
message so grotesque and farcical that it 
could be seen almost as anti-pornography, or 
at least as harmless. Didn't it serve, too, as a 
teasing provocation that would provoke a 
ritual response? It was bait, for there were 
pickets and demonstrations, followed by ex
pressions of regret on the part of the depart
ment store, with the subsequent removal of 
the mannequin in deference to feminist sen
sibilities, and booming sales of the elegant 
shoes. And B laughed some more, this time at 
the demonstrators, who, as usual, she 
thought, were making much ado about 
nothing. 

Here is another example, of a woman who 
says she is not a feminist, who is determined 
to have her own perfectly balanced opinions, 
whose thought-stones have been polished and 
perfected in order to keep her in her state of 
suspicion that she is being brainwashed, or 
being asked to take sides. C sees Of Woman 
Born by Adrienne Rich in my house, asks me 
if I liked it; I say it must be particularly 
fascinating for mothers (she is a mother). I 
begin to talk about the invention of forceps, 
the change from midwifery to obstetrics. She 
immediately becomes angry; she says that one 
of her babies was delivered by forceps and 
there was no damage whatsoever. She has 
smelled a feminist issue; her defence is to 
point out that in a majority of cases, forceps 
don't damage the baby. She says she hates ex
aggeration. I am silent since I see that it is I 
who have walked into a trap, a symbiotic 
trap. C needs exaggeration to eliminate the 
feminist threat. But suddenly she begins to 
talk about the impersonality of the delivery 
room—the lights, the machines, the masked 
people in white. So she is a sort of feminist, in 
her own way, with her own unpleasant ex
periences of the patriarchy. But. There is a big 
but, the defensive but of her instant anger, 
which springs out in response to what she sees 
as an exaggeration or a cliché. Later some
thing may provoke her to say all over again, 
"I'm not a feminist," with the same anger. 
Without meaning to, I keep pushing buttons 
that provoke her. She is angry with all les
bians, though she is one herself, because 
they've made her feel badly about having had 
a husband whom she still likes, about having 
had children. According to her, lesbians are 
mean and treacherous and two lesbians can be 

more horrible to each other than any hetero
sexual couple. She has lived this horror, there
fore it is universal. 

The individual experience is the first step in 
every kind of racism; it forms a thought-stone 
made of hate, pain, suspicion; there is no 
defence against the directness, the swift and 
deadly flight of these thought-stones. They 
contain a sense of one's own virtue, they have 
the power to cross boundaries, erase political 
differences, merge with other thought-stones 
composed of hate and virtue. C's anti-les
bian, anti-feminist thought-stones can be ex
changed with those of countless women who 
slip like doublê  agents between the worlds of 
men and women. The most tempting use of 
thought-stones is as a medium of exchange 
with those of like mind. That is part of the 
problem, that the use of thought-stones is so 
agreeable, so stimulating to the ego, whether 
in exchange or as an effective defence. For C, 
the excitement of the game lies in her deter
mination not to be caught in any fixed posi
tion, to refuse all moral traps; it lies in a game 
of skill like fencing which she is determined to 
win; her well-being depends on her winning it. 
She even enjoys her anger, for she has 
discovered that anger, or impatience with the 
simplistic position of her adversary (any other 
person is seen as an adversary), is a useful 
form of defence. 

The most durable and unbreakable thought-
stones have virtue in their composition. It is 
extremely difficult to alter the composition of 
a virtuous or superior thought-stone. Les
bians, for instance, who have turned the prac
tical necessity of secrecy (the real fear of los
ing a job) into a virtue, pride of discretion, do 
not agree that this discretion is a concession, 
and that the construction of their inner sanc
tum has society's stamp of approval. Perhaps 
the congealing of necessity into virtue is essen
tial to inner peace; at any rate, the process 
often seems to be irreversible. C, too, bat
tered by misfortunes, has turned her cynicism 
into a kind of impregnable morality: the vir
tue of saying neither no nor yes, or never say
ing yes because one has found so much to say 
no to; the pride of seeing the other side, of see
ing all sides, of leaping nimbly from side to 
side depending on the stance of the adversary. 

But we must try to see the other side, you 
will say, or I will say, since I believe that the 
mind can change only when we look fearlessly 
at the other side without immediately sending 
out a volley of thought-stones. The point 
about C is that she has made a thought-stone 
of every side; the side she takes is never a 
belief, it is merely a reaction, and therefore 
automatic. Her aim is not to arrive at the truth 
by considering every side; for her, there is no 
truest, there is not even a truer. Everything is 
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rATTER 
Red Hot Trial 
by Women Against Pornography 

VICTORIA—On May 30th, in Victoria Pro
vincial Court, Judge Darrell Collins convicted 
Red Hot Video Ltd. on three counts of ob
scenity under Section 159 of the Criminal 
Code. His decision has been hailed by some 
anti-porn activists as a victory for women, if 
only a symbolic one. Several Women Against 
Pornography (WAP) members were present 
throughout most of the proceedings, and we 
saw no victory for women in what took place 
in that court room. It is understandable that 
news of the verdict could be superficially in
terpreted as a victory. One had to be present at 
this three-ring circus to fully comprehend the 
inadequacy of the criminal justice system to 
address feminist concerns about porn. 

We believe this decision could represent a 
potentially serious blow for women's and gay 
rights, given the prevailing politically right-
wing climate in Canada. 

Feminist concerns about pornography were 
not addressed in this trial; in fact, it became 
quickly apparent that women ourselves are 
considered irrelevant in terms of input into 
"community standards" (upon which the 
definition of "obscenity" was predicated). 
The primary consideration throughout the 
trial, and illustrated in the decision itself, was 
the imperative that the "moral welfare of the 
state" must be protected. What Judge Collins 
ultimately found offensive about the three 
films in question was not the fact that they de
mean, exploit, and violate women, but their 
sexually explicit nature. At one point in his 
decision, he recited a litany of the unaccep
table sex acts he observed in each of the films. 
Itemized together with intercourse, fellation, 
ejaculation, group sex, etc., werê nakedness, 
masturbation, and lesbian sex. • Rape and 
brutality received only passing mention. The 
very wording of the obscenity law makes i f 

near impossible to deviate far from th 
perspective. 

We have for some time harboured serious 
reservations about the recommendation some 
feminists have advanced to simply add the 
word "degradation" to Section 159. After ex-
periencng the trial, we are firmly convinced 
this is no solution, and that the energies of the 
anti-porn movement should be directed towaid 
hate propaganda legislation. We should not 
further encumber an already antiquated law. 
We fear that—as with rape laws previously— 
powerful feminist lobbying groups and high-
profile individuals are not receiving enough 
grass-roots input before acting. 

WAP, more than any anti-porn group we 
are aware of, has had first-hand experience 
with the legal route, both through Victoria's 
short-lived by-law and, more recently, the 
Red Hot trial. We have gained many insights 
from the experience of monitoring the trial, 
many of which we have shared here. We think 
our observations are important and we want 
to share them, and receive feedback. 

We realize feminists can, and will, differ on 
strategy, but it is essential we begin to get toge
ther to explore these differences in more depth. 

A longer version of this article, detailing the 
issues before the court and the "phenomenal 
leaps of logic," was printed in Kinesis, 
(July/Aug '83) and is available from Kinesis,, 
400A W. 5th Ave., Vancouver, BC, V56 1J9. 

Health Funds Cul 
VANCOUVER—The Social Credit govern
ment has withdrawn a $100,000 grant from 
the Vancouver Women's Health Collective. 

For 10 years, the Health Collective has been 
providing information and services to women 
to increase women's control over our bodies. 

The cutback constitutes a political attack 
against women. 

In one year the Socreds have withheld all 
money from the BC Coalition of Rape Cen
tres, Post Partum Counselling, Vancouver 
Transition House, and now the Health Col
lective. 

These feminist services were developed ten 
years ago and have been maintained by the 
dedication of some women for the protection 
of all women. 

The BC Federation of Women (BCFW) 
joins with progressive people throughout the 
province to demand an end to this Socred 
rampage. 

—BCFW 

Donna Smyth Defence 
TORONTO—Women's Action for Peace and 
the Women's Press co-sponsored a Septem
ber benefit for the Donna Smyth Legal 
Defence Fund. Donna Smyth is the author of 
several short stories, two plays and the novel 
Quilt. She teaches at Acadia University in 
Wolfville, NS, is active in the disarmament 
movement and is one of the most articulate 
opponents of uranium mining in the prov
ince. Smyth has been named as defendant in a 
libel action brought by Leo Yaffe, Prof, of 
Chemistry at McGill University. 

In January 1982, Prof. Yaffe toured the 
Maritimes as President of the Chemical Insti
tute of Canada promoting nuclear power in a 
lecture entitled "The Health Hazards of Not 
Going Nuclear. ' ' Smyth responded by writing 
an opinion piece, "That desperate attempt to 
sell us nuclear," which appeared February 15, 
1982 in the Halifax Herald. 

As a consequence of her public criticism, 
made without malice, on a matter of public 
interest, Yaffe pressed for damages in 
January 1983. The publisher of the Halifax 
Herald is not named in the suit. 

The trial date for Yaffe vs Smyth is ex
pected to be scheduled for this fall. Because 
libel actions are notoriously expensive and be
cause we agree that this poses a threat to 
legitimate expression, we organized a Speak 
Out on nuclear power and freedom of the 
press. The benefit was hosted by June Call-
wood of the Writers' Union and was an even
ing of readings from Donna's works, speakers, 
music, and a showing of "If You Love This 
Planet." 

If you wish to contribute to Donna Smyth's 
Legal Defence Fund, send cheques, payable 
to Nuclear Critics' Defence Committee, to 
T. Flemming, Treasurer, Nuclear Critics' 
Defence Committee, 5264 Morris St., S te. 
1604, Halifax, NS, B3J 1B5 

Woman Facing 
Abortion Charge 
TORONTO—On the twentieth of June, Col
leen Crosbie, who has been involved with the 
women's health movement, was picked up off 
the street and charged with procuring (perfor
ming) an abortion—a charge which upon 
conviction carries a possible maximum life 
sentence. 

The charge followed a police investigation 
into the political activités of other members of 
her household. Colleen was pressed to give in
formation (of which she had none) in return 
for the charge being dropped. This charge 
represents not only police harassment of poli
tically active individuals but also indicates the 
desire of the state to interfere with the privacy 
of women's decisions regarding their own 
bodies and health needs. 

Colleen faces a possible jail term and the 
loss of her job, not to mention the personal 
difficulties associated with criminal charges, 
as a result of her concern for women's issues. 
Contributions are urgently needed for the 
legal defence. Make cheques payable to David 
Cole in Trust, Colleen Crosbie Defense Com
mittee, 11 Prince Arthur Ave., Toronto, On
tario M5R 1B6. 

Colleen is a responsible and caring person, 
well respected by her peers. Her case will pro
vide an opportunity to voice our demand for 
accessible, quality health care. The preliminary 
hearing begins October 24, 1983, 10:00 A . M . , 
at the East Mall Court, 80 The East Mall, 
Etobicoke, Ont. Come to show your concern 
and support. For further information contact 
the Colleen Crosbie Defense Committee, c/o 
Ruby & Edwardh, 11 Prince Arthur Ave., 
Toronto, M5R 1B6, or call (416) 537-2959. 

—Colleen Crosbie Defense Committee 

The Parachute Club (above) and The Clichettes entertained a full 
house at the Toronto Women's Bookstore benefit, September 19, at 
the Brunswick House. 

Media Images of Violence 
Against Women 
KITCHENER—A special issue of Hysteria, a 
feminist'magazine, is being planned which will 
focus on media images of violence against 
women. We want to publish this special issue 
in time for International Women's Day 1984. 
We want to produce a magazine that ex
amines some of the issues that have arisen 
about media violence and brings together a 
wide range of information about resources 
and strategies that women can use to fight 
these images of ourselves as victims. We need 
your help—we're looking for articles, biblio
graphies, informative short pieces about the 
work your group is doing, illustrations, 
samples of offensive media images, and we'd 
like especially to hear about the strategies that 
individuals and groups are using to remove 
offensive and violent stereotypes from the 
media and from public access. 

Some specific plans we have for this issue 
(feel free to suggest others) are the following: 
• a discussion of the ways in which media 

create and maintain social stereotypes 

• a report on the work different groups, 
especially in southwestern Ontario, are do
ing 

• a resource list of audio-visual and print 
materials on media violence and informa
tion on how to obtain them 

• a special section on strategies which have 
been proposed and experimented with; 
their implications and their results are of 
special interest. Some strategies we'd like to 
report on are Media Watch activities such as 
lobbying the federal regulatory agencies; 
community-oriented strategies such as by
law lobbies proposing restricted access to 
pornography; demonstrations, boycotts 
and other visible protests; discussion of 
proposals to increase or amend censorship 
guidelines; and extra-legal actions such as 
vandalism of pornographic video outlets 

• we'd like our Community Resources sec
tion this time to provide a listing of services 
for victims of violence 
We hope you'll be interested in con

tributing to this issue of Hysteria. We'd love 
to hear your ideas, suggestions and proposals 
for contributions. Our copy deadline will be 
January 1st, 1984. 

—Hysteria 

Victim of Arson 
TORONTO—In the early hours of Friday, 
July 29 an arsonist set fire to the Toronto 
Women's Bookstore located at 85 Harbord 
Street, near Spadina. The fire was apparently 
intended to damage the Morgentaler Clinic 
located above the Bookstore. The Clinic had 
opened in June 1983, offering therapeutic 
first-trimester abortions. The fire itself and 
water damage destroyed most of the stock 
and fixtures in the bookstore. 

The Bookstore now faces the job of re
building. Insurance will cover about 80% of 
the inventory loss from the fire and about 
70% of ongoing operating expenses such as 
salaries, rent, etc. The Bookstore will have to 
make up the difference. There will also be 
moving and renovation costs since the decision 
has been made to find a new location for the 
Bookstore. Reconstructing the first floor of 
85 Harbord would be a huge task, and the 
Bookstore had been finding the space there 
too crowded for its needs anyway. In addi
tion, it now seems unlikely that the new store 
will be able to open before the end of 1983. 
This extends the period of time without in
come and means that the high income of the 
new holiday season will be missed. Because of 
all these factors, it is estimated that the 
Bookstore will need to raise at least $35,000 to 
cover the costs of reopening. 

The fund-raising campaign began almost 
immediately after the fire. Michelle Lands-
berg appealed for donations for the Book
store in her column in the Toronto Star on 
Monday, August 1. The following Wednes
day, the Ontario Coaliton for Abortion 
Clinics organized a rally in support of the 
Bookstore. The large crowd contributed over 
$2500 that night. Altogether over $10,000 has 
been raised to date. Plans are underway for a 
series of benefits throughout the coming 
months—dances, reading, concerts, and 
other events. Writers, artists, and performers 
have been volunteering their services. 

In the meantime, Bookstore staff have 
been working out of a small office. Many files 
and back records were salvaged from the 
basement of the store, making it possible to 
cancel outstanding orders and to make in
terim financial arrangements with publishers. 
As of September 1, the Bookstore office has 
been located on the second floor of 296 
Brunswick Ave., on the southwest corner of 
Brunswick and Bloor. Any stock worth 
saving will be moved to that location, with 
plans for a fire sale starting on September 26. 
Marie Prins and Patti Kirk, co-managers of 
the Bookstore for the past nine years, are ac
tively searching for a new permanent home 
for the Bookstore in the Harbord/Spadina 
neighbourhood. 

The Bookstore has been, and continues to 
be, organized as a non-profit corporation. 
There are currently one full-time and two 
part-time staff working along with the co-
managers. Over the past nine years the 
Bookstore had built up one of the best collec
tions of books of interest to women in North 
America. A l l along, the Bookstore has made 
the effort to work with small feminist presses, 
to obtain books and records unavailable to 
women in mainstream book stores, and to 
support Canadian writers and artists. The 
Bookstore has also served as a kind of com
munity centre for women, providing publicity 
and selling tickets to women's events. 

When the Morgentaler Clinic opened on 
the two floors above the Bookstore in June, 
1983 Bookstore staff expressed total support 
for challenging the limited accessibility to 
abortion in Ontario. Dr. Henry Morgenider 

Broadside 
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j^jQ^P C i t y of T o r o n t o 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given that at the request of the Council of the 
City of Toronto, The Mayor has declared a 

CURFEW 
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. effective im
mediately for 

ALL MEN OVER THE ACE 
OF THIRTEEN YEARS 

This measure has been deemed necessary because: 

• Last year in the City of Toronto men over the age of thirteen committed 
500 rapes 
44 murders 

1823. assaults 
Seventy percent of rapes committed go unreported in Toronto. 

• Evet y 17 minutes a woman is being raped in Canada. 
Every minute a woman is being sexually harrassed. 
Every second a woman is being verbally abused. 

• Periods of economic hardship trigger an increase in violence against 
women. 

It is intended that the CURFEW FOR ALL MEN OVER THE AGE 
OF THIRTEEN YEARS be a first step in a continuing programme 
to eliminate the public and private forms of violence in women's 
lives. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION' CALL ' 

Mr. Art Eggleton 947-7001 
Mayor 

Mr. Roy McMurtry 965-9111 
Attorney General 

J his is not ,in of f ic ia l not ice f 

Men's Curfew 

succeeded in establishing the legality of abor
tion clinics in Québec in the early 1970's by 
fighting charges against him under the Crimi
nal Code of Canada. He has now opened 
clinics in both Winnipeg and Toronto. Both 
clinics have been raided by provincial police 
and charges have been laid against Dr. 
Morgentaler and other clinic staff. The cases 
will be coming to trial this fall. Public debate 
about the abortion issue is more widespread 
than it has ever been in Canada. The Ontario 
Coaliton for Abortion Clinics is co-ordin
ating the efforts of pro-choice groups, focus
ing especially on the Morgentaler case now. 
Members of the OCAC have also done all 
they can to assist the Bookstore in raising 
money and in making the move from the old 
building into temporary quarters. 

The feminist community in Toronto and 
southern Ontario will have opportunities to 
attend various fund-raising events for the 
Bookstore in coming months. Two scheduled 
events: a successful dance with music by the 
Parachute Club held on September 19 at the 
Brunswick House, and a Christmas book sale 
at Harbourfront on December 11. We hope 
that people in other parts of Canada and the 
United States will contribute by having 
benefits or by simply sending whatever dona
tion possible to: Toronto Women's Book
store, 296 Brunswick Ave., Suite 201, Toronto, 
M5S 2M7. For more information call: 
(416) 922-8744. 

International Rights 
NEW YORK—The International Women's 
Tribune Centre is pleased to announce the 
publication of Rights of Women, a compila
tion and summarized version of 44 selected 
United Nations, UNESCO and ILO conven
tions considered to be of special significance 
to women. Few women are aware of interna
tional conventions, which legally commit rati
fying countries to specific actions and of their 
potential use as instruments for change. We 
have prepared this workbook because we 
believe these conventions could prove to be 
useful weapons women activists can use to im
prove living and working conditions in their 
countries. 

Rights of Women is a workbook with a 
"question and answer" worksheet for each 
convention to enable individuals or groups to 
relate each international convention to condi
tions within their own country. In addition, 
the introduction to the workbook includes 
background information on the convention 
process with a focus on women's concerns 
and highly visual charts and diagrams. 

There are a number of different ways in 
which Rights of Women can be used. For ex
ample, a completed set of worksheets would 
form a Manual of U N Conventions Relating 
to Women tailor-made to one's own country. 
Such a manual could be a useful reference 
guide in reviewing the activities of the U N 
Decade for Women and planning for the 
decades ahead. 

Rights of Women is free to groups in Third 
World countries (sent surface mail), and costs 
$8 (US) to groups elsewhere. Write: IWTC, 
305 East 46th Street, 6th floor, New York, 
NY 10017. 

—Anne Walker, IWTC 

Spanish Five 
VANCOUVER—The trial of the "Squamish 
Five" has begun in Vancouver. Ann Hansen, 
Juliet Belmas, Gerald Hannah, Brent Taylor 
and Douglas Stewart were arrested January 
20,1983 and charged with a variety of charges 
including the bombing of a hydro station in 
BC, the bombing of the Red Hot Video Stores 
in Vancouver and the bombing of the Litton 
Systems plant in Toronto. 

Media coverage of the arrest has been ex
tensive and the defence presented several mo
tions to the judge about the difficulty of the 
"Squamish Five" receiving a fair jury trial. 
Dr. Jay Schulman was brought in as an expert 
witness and testified to the general public's 
reaction to the media's excessive use of words 
such as terrorists, extremists and anarchists. 
He felt that the unconscious effect would 
form a prejudgement or at least a predisposi
tion in most people. Supreme Justice Martin 
Toy suggested that if they felt the jury would 
not be fair and unbiased, they could opt for a 
judge only trial. 

The selection of the jurors will begin 
September 26, 1983. 

—Marty Crowder 

TORONTO—We, 'Women, Persons Un
known,' claim responsibility for the Men's 
Curfew postering action that took place on 
the evening of Sunday September 11. 

We are angry and frustrated. For years, 
women of the city of Toronto have been pres
suring our government to take action against 
the ever increasing violence against women. 

The government continues to use band-aid 
methods instead of reaching to the source of 
violence against women. In effect, they are 
not sincere in their supposed efforts to 
eliminate this violence. The whole issue of 
violence against women is not taken seriously. 
When we take action against this violence we 
are told that we are over-reacting, and are ig
nored. But facts can not be ignored. 

Women have been systematically targeted 
for persecution and violence for centuries. In 
Canada, a woman is raped every seventeen, 
minutes. One in five women are raped in their 
lifetimes. The majority of rapes are commit
ted by someone who is an acquaintance of the 
woman. The majority of rapes go unreported. 

We are told that we, ourselves, are respon
sible for this male violence, because of the 
way we dress or behave. As women we are 
told to take 'preventative action.' This is 
unrealistic. It is men who rape, it is men who 
must change. 

Women live under a curfew. We don't go 
out at night, we walk on the street in groups, 
we lock our door and live in fear and distrust 
of men who should be our brothers. 

However, the purpose of this action was not 
to imply that violence against women happens 
only on the streets, or only in Toronto. 
Violence against women is a continually esca
lating aspect of our personal and public lives. 
The violence that women face on the streets, is 

actually only one aspect of an integrated, and 
larger political system, that uses power and 
violence to maintain and reinforce itself. 

The violence that women face is not always 
perpetrated by isolated individuals. Institu
tional violence plays a major role in misogyn-
istic practices of cultures throughout the 
world. Forced sterilization as a means of con
trolling third world populations, unsafe and 
ineffective birth control methods, chemical 
and surgical experimentation by the male 
medical profession, and the incarceration in
to prisons and mental institutions of women 
who resist this exploitation and lack of 
choice, are some of the more visible aspects of 
violence against women. 

Banning men from the streets is no solution 
to a problem that is so deeply rooted in this 
society. This action was intended to educate 
the general public on the issue of violence 
against women, and to urge men to take col
lective responsibility and action in the struggle 
to eliminate this violence from our lives. 

We acted on Sunday night with a sense of 
sisterhood and strength, and we will continue 
in our resistance. 

Like my sisters before me, I fight back; 
—women, persons unknown 

"Once in a Cabinet, we had to deal 
with the fact that there had been an 
outbreak of assaults on women at 
night. One minister... suggested 
that... women should stay home after 
dark. I said 'But it's the men who are 
attacking the women. If there's to be a 
curfew, let the men stay home, not the 
women'. "—Golda Meir 

Part-Time Woriœrs 
TORONTO—The Y W C A of Metropolitan 
Toronto has released a new publication: Part-
Time Work and Women: A Practical Guide. 
This is intended for use by women who are 
presently working part-time or contemplating 
the possibility of part-time employment. 

The material contained in the kit is designed 
to: develop an awareness of the problems 
part-time workers face; to familiarize workers 
with some of the working conditions, rights 
and legislation affecting part-time employees; 
to offer some suggestions that part-time 
workers can use immediately for their protec
tion in the workplace; and to outline ways in 
which part-time workers may improve their 
working situation in the future. 

The 20 page guide, which is written in point 
form and question and answer format, pulls 
together information about part-time em
ployment which had previously not been 
available from a single source. 

Judy Campbell, Y W C A Social Action Co 
ordinator, emphasized the particular 
significance of part-time employment for 
women, as they comprise 72% of the part-
time work force. Most of these women are 
faced with special conditions such as low 
hourly pay, few opportunities for training 
and advancement, few benefits and lack of 
job security. 

Part-Time Work and Women: A Practical 
Guide is available at the cost of $3 (plus $1 for 
postage and handling) from the YWCA, 80 
Woodlawn Avenue East, Toronto M4T ICI, 
416-961-8100. 

Porn Abuse 
VANCOUVER—We are supporting a woman 
who has been charged with civil disobedience 
against a pornography store. We are looking 
for women who have had actual experience of 
being abused because of pornography. Video 
pornography is of special interest, but any ac-, 
count of pornography related violence towards 
women will be useful to us. For example: 
• a man who brings home pornographic 

tapes, and wants a woman to act out what 
they have seen on the tapes 

• pornography left at the scene of a rape 
• women who have been abused while 

employed in the pornography industry 
These actual experiences are essential in 

order to establish the relationship between 
pornography and violence against women. 

We are looking for women who might be 
willing to testify in court as to their ex
periences, but more than that we would like 
letters describing their experiences to present 
as evidence. 

Cable or send special delivery letters, as trial 
date is imminent. Remember it could be any 
one of us!! Thank you. Vancouver Rape Re
lief, 77E 20th Ave., Vancouver, BC, V5V 1L7. 

— Vancouver Rape Relief 

Margaret Randall in Canada 
TORONTO—Feminist author Margaret Ran
dall (Sandino's Daughters; Inside the 
Nicaraguan Revolution; Cuban Women 
Now) will speak in Toronto on October 3 and 
October 5. Currently living in Nicaragua, 
Randall has witnessed the revolutionary 
transformation in women's lives in this 
developing country. 

Randall's new book, Christians in the 
Nicaraguan Revolution (Vancouver: New 
Star, Oct. 1983), will be released concurrently 
with her cross-country tour of 23 cities. 

The role of religion in Nicaragua's revolu
tion was observed first-hand by Randall in her 
work with the Nicaraguan Ministry of Culture. 
As in Sandino's Daughters, in her new book 
she sets about to record the personal accounts 
of Christians who were both directly and in
directly involved in the overthrow of dictator 
Somoza. These testimonies feature the voices 
of 'ordinary' believers as well as those who 
have become well-known, including Ernesto 
Cardenal and Tomas Borge. 

A photographer, journalist and social 
critic, Randall is well acquainted with the 
state of affairs in Nicaragua today. Her ex
periences with Nicaraguans in all walks of life 
allow her to comment incisively on the status 
of women, the objectives of their revolution, 
and the current political/.military crisis. 

Vol.*; kb. l 
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by Susan G. Cole and Eve Zaremba 

Tfte subject we have chosen to tackle is obviously an enormous 
one. To deal effectively with the relationship and differences 
between the Canadian and American women's movements re
quires description and analysis not only of these movements 
but of both countries. 

This is our first stab at this formidable task; we are able to 
touch upon only a few general areas and only once-over-
ligh tly at that. Sometime in 1984, we intend to produce a com
panion piece in which we will compare and contrast the US 
and Canada on issues of culture, race relations, language. We 
also hope to be able to expand and clarify our position on the 
areas mentioned below. 

All our readers are in vited to commen t on any aspect of this 
topic and on our way of handling it. Letters and articles are 
welcome: anything which will help us all to understand who 
and what we are and where we go from here.—SGC, EZ 

We all know that when the US economy catches cold, ours in 
Canada sneezes. But not vice versa. In the same way, what 
happens in the women's movement south of the border affects 
us, but virtually nothing we do affects American feminists. 
Our movement was seriously influenced by women who came 
to Canada with US war resisters; by the writings of second-
wave American feminists like Betty Friedan, Kate Millett, 
Shulamith Firestone, by the Furies and Redstockings; by the 
concepts like woman-identified-woman; by example of pro
test and action. 

The initial reaction to second-wave feminism of Canadian 
women, the majority white, young and urban, was not unlike 
that of the American counterparts. It was initially a rejection 
of the passive middle class ideal of women, a role and a burden 
these Canadian and American women shared. Although this 
has long ceased to be an adequate description of either of our 
movements, we Canadians continue to get our issues pre
packaged and we tend to accept analyses, vocabulary and 
priorities made in the USA. 

If the issue is raised, the common response is that sexism, 
male chauvinism, patriarchy and misogyny are international 
phenomena and feminism is a global movement, so what's the 
problem? It is considered natural that there should be one 
feminism, applicable throughout the world like a chemical 
formula. But feminism is a social movement, not a chemical 
formula. Certainly, feminism proposes a system of values 
which all women (and ultimately all men also) can share. Cer
tainly the philosophical underpinnings and issue-by-issue 
analysis is useful no matter what the geographical source. But 
that does not mean that we have to accept US reality as our 
own. As women we have long taken men's definition of reality 
as the reality. As Canadians we too often allow American 
definitions to become ours. 

As feminists we should know better. 
Movements for social change operate in very specific condi

tions and in finite time and space. As time and experience have 
matured the American and Canadian women's movements, 
they have naturally taken on more of the colouration of the 
country in which each was rooted. This divergence is not a sign 
of weakness, divisiveness or a lack of solidarity. It is a sign of 
health and authenticity. 

Life with the Media 
There are some geographical and political facts of life to con
sider, conditions which exist and tend not to change, and 
which have an important influence on the initiatives we or our 
American sisters take in the political arena. It is useful to recall 
some of these factors, since in many cases, our successes, 
failures and especially our choices will hinge on these essential 
elements of political culture. 

Canadians have always had to face the fact that the physical 
barriers a huge country like Canada has make it extremely dif
ficult to organize. The US is admittedly not that much smaller, 
but its population is ten times the size of ours, and that makes 
it a bit easier for American organizers to get the message across 
the country. The American movement seems to grow quickly 
and to develop media attention almost the moment an issue 
surfaces. 

Americans have the advantage of organizing through large 
city centres on the east coast megalopolis, for example, which 
are able to operate in concert with the smaller intellectual and 
academic centres for feminist thought. An idea developed in 
the bosom of one of the Seven Sisters schools can scoot 
through Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Washington in 
the time it takes to hold a conference on the east coast. 

The snowball doesn't develop so effectively here in Canada. 
There aren't enough small and vital centres between Canada's 

îirban hubs to move ideas and strategies. The snowball of an 
idea hatched in Saskatoon, a feminist community with a grow
ing influence, would barely make its way to Winnipeg and 
would be total slush by the time it reached the eastern pro
vinces and the country's media centres. Getting to the media 
centres is crucial to the successful organization of any move
ment. That's something we Canadians have to get used to, 
and, not incidentally, why the Canadian feminist press is so 
vital to Canadian feminism. 

But while we work at developing our own networks, we con
tinue to be plugged into the American network and to get 
American input predigested via American media, whether it's 
Off Our Backs or Time magazine or The Guardian. Rather 
than develop our own analysis of major issues in our own good 
time and sequence, rather than arrive at our own position, 
suitable and relevant to local conditions, we are "spared" the 
hard work involved in thinking things out for ourselves, be
tween ourselves. Our American sisters have done it all for us 
and we accept not only their definitions, language and 
priorities, but also their divisions, quarrels and problems. 

Think carefully about a list of recent movement issues: anti-
Semitism, pornography, racism, lesbian separatism, s/m. 
There is not one which does not reverberate differently in 
Canada than it does in the States. Yet there is not one which we 
did not "receive" from the south. Our movement heroes and 
experts are always American. 

Obviously, American feminists do not mean to interfere 
with our work at developing a movement attuned to our needs 
and conditions. Most Americans do not even know we exist. 
Much of this type of insidious intellectual imperialism is a 
wholly unintentional consequence of the disproportion of 
power. 

Life with History 
But neither geography not the clout of the US plays as impor
tant a role in how we practise our politics as do historically-
based differences. Americans gained their independence 
through a popular revolution, whereas Canadians shook 
hands politely with our colonial masters. In the American 
political tradition, there is a much greater wariness about 
ceding authority to the state. Americans fear the intrusion of 
government in their lives, and long for a life of rugged in
dividualism, mythical or not. In the US, there is an assump
tion, even in the middle of the road, that each individual has a 
political responsibility to safeguard her individual rights and 
must be prepared to enter the political arena to do so. 

In Canada, the majority of citizens tend to view political 
action as something beneath their station. In the end, Canada 
is a small-c conservative country, prone to rely on tradition 
and authority. We tend to trust governments, we are more 
cautious, less optimistic about our power to effect change, less 
adventuresome and more inclined to choose order over free
dom. Consequently Canadians are less likely than Americans 
to get their hands dirty in politics; we tend to be complacent, 
even about our civil rights. 

This all may sound like a pack of clichés but there are truths 
in these stereotypes. These differences go far to explain why 

US women have a national, broadly-based political organi 
tion like the National Organization for Women (NOW) a 
we do not. Our closest attempt at a membership-ba; 
feminist organization was the Feminist Party of Cana< 
which never really got off the ground. (This is a story yet to 
told.) The National Action Committee (N AC) on the Status 
Women does much good work in lobbying and in reseai 
especially, but it is not based on individual membership. I 
an umbrella organization of women's groups across the coi 
try, groups which have other, mostly local priorities. 

None of this is likely to change in the immediate futu 
even though we know have that one institution that has me 
so much to the creation of intense activism in the Uni 
States—a constitution. 

Life with the State 
The powerful force of feminism, its sheer common sense, 
potential for social change, combined with the typic; 
American yearning for activism within the polit 
mainstream, has created a ready-made membership for NC 
The American women's movement owes its consciousness ; 
much of its theory to radical feminists, but its most effec 
organizing tool has been NOW, a body that grew, literall; 
leaps, developing chapters all across the country. 

But NOW could never have dotted the American polit 
landscape with chapters were it not for NOW's special r 
sion. The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) was the per 
vehicle for the fledgling organization. Civil rights conc< 
have always been the bottom line of American polit 
culture, offering a political language that was insta: 
recognizable to all women in the US. Equality, or civil rig 
as enshrined in the American constitution, is at the hear 
Americans' understanding of precisely what America is. 

Here we can see an instance of how an issue so crucia 
American consciousness, so much a part of American id 
ism, cannot be parachuted into Canada and mean the s; 
thing; no matter how many headlines the Canadian consl 
tion was able to garner, it is simply not as important on a 
level to Canadians as the American constitution is to 
neighbours. Like it or not, the Canadian constitution, spe 
cally Sections 15 and 28 which deal with equality and won 
has floated down into our laps, and we haven't been abl 
grasp its significance, let alone make it a mainstay of our i 
tical values. (To understand why we have to change our 
tude toward the constitution, see Sheila Mclntyre's "Joui 
through Unchartered Territory," Broadside, Vol. 4, no. 

And even if we were to appreciate its importance, 
constitution and the equality clauses play a different ro 
our political process and can't ever be lumped into the s 
category as America's. Penny Kome put it best (Satu, 
Night, January 1983): "The ERA would have modified th 
terpretation of two centuries of case law history which gov 
the public life of an entire society. Section 28, by contrast, 
instruction to the courts to look to sexual discrimination 
primary factor in decisions regarding civil rights." (See 
the soon-to-be-published Women and the Constitiu 
Women's Press.) 

Broadside 
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)rganié key role of the constitution in American public life is 
)W) a|ed in the awesome task demanded by amendment pro-
ip-basf. The National Organization of Women needed a na-
Canadeffort of huge proportions to achieve success in getting 
yet tofeA passed. Membership in NOW had to be hefty in 
Status to convey clout throughout the lobbying procedures, 
researl had to get Senate approval in Washington and then 
hip. Itltion by at least two-thirds of the state legislatures, 
he coiiobbying individuals in the Senate and House represen-

|, American women had to repair to the state capitals to 
; futusevery single member there. 
is meajile much of the Canadian process has been buried and 
: Unitptimated, it's safe to say that our efforts to make sure 

pmen's rights were enshrined in the constitution involve 
ng like the war waged by Americans. Remember the 
3us offer of Saskatchewan's premier to trade one 
:n's right for two native rights? Remember the wonderful 

ense, idone by women in the backrooms and on the phones? 
rypicajhe entire process took one and a half years and engaged 
politiqps two hundred women actively.* The American effort 
rNO^ags on and engages thousands, 
mess aijie becomes a crucial factor in lobbying for constitutional 
îffectije. The process for American feminists was an agonizing 
erallyjjat sapped the energy of activists involved and made it 

st impossible to keep up with the changing political 
politise t n a t w a s the backdrop for their efforts. By the time 
;ial mi/ m e m b e r s had churned through the state by state pro-
per% e 

opponents of the E R A had had time to organize. 
oncerjjjans struggling for a constitution with meaningful ar-

p [Concerning equality never had to meet a challenge like ?s*a?W that faced American feminists. I nghf 
tieart i 
i is. 
UClttl I' 
it ideicaDec*tne clutches of a committeed opposition on the 
le s a J t u u o n a ^ issue, while the Americans did not, for a 
onstifer °^ r e a s o n s - The most obvious is that Americans have 
m a jganized New Right to contend with while we do not, as 
to ojiyway-
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the Right has in the States i Our business-oriented reaction
aries are interested in "freeing free enterprise" and in their 
profits, and do not worry much about social issues like abor
tion, gay rights or threats to the family. These are central to the 
American Moral Majority, but of only fringe interest to our 
right wing. There is no equivalent to the Family Protection Act 
on the federal level in Canada nor is there likely to be. 

It has been very difficult for progressive forces to mobilize 
against anything as vague as "the right," at least the way the 
term is used in the States, because economic and social issues 
don't come in a tidy package up here. To give you a sense of 
how muddy the terms can become, consider that there really is 
very little difference between Ontario's very successful Pro
gressive Conservative Party and the NDP government in 
neighbouring Manitoba. Both would be regarded as Commie 
by the US New Right, in spite of the fact that both these 
governments are anti-abortion and have a bad track record on 
rights for French-speaking citizens and Natives. 

Moreover, we have the seeming anomaly of our Right-to-Life 
contingent actually coming on as progressive on disarmament 
and socialism. Our political climate leaves so little room for 
KKK organizers that the police prefer to harass them as disrup
tive and dissident rather than defend their freedom of speech. 

When you consider that reactionary Americans consider 
Trudeau a card-carrying Communist, you can see how it is that 
we cannot use the US language to describe our situation. The 
nearest we have come so far to an ideological right is in British 
Columbia. The conservative parties in Canada have tradi
tionally been pragmatic in their political approach, leaving 
ideology to the left wing. Now Bennett's odd collection of 
small-time free enterprisers seems to have latched onto elements 
of right wing ideology in a most un-Canadian exhibition of ex
tremism. There can be no doubt that the budget measures in
troduced last July in BC are ideologically based on, and have as 
much to do with reaction to, social changes as with the bad 
economic situation in the province. In other words, feminism, 
gay liberation and rights of other social and racial minorities 
have been targeted specifically by the Social Credit government. 
Hopefully, the opposition NDP and the civil service will not 
settle for fighting merely the Draconian economic measures 
aimed at their members, but will understand the necessity of 
defending social and civil rights gains and the need for broadly 
based coalitions as they aim to meet the Social Credit head on. 

Life with the Left 

The virulence of the American right and the apparent placidity 
of similar fundamentalist forces here have very specific con
texts. As long as there still exists in the American mainstream a 
collective hysteria regarding communism, the American right 
will always be able to generate modern variations on the Red 
Scare. In Canada, on the other hand, socialism has had a 
legitimate (if minimal) place in the political mainstream. 

We have had parliamentary left wing parties of the social 
democratic and respectable variety for decades and some of 
them have actually formed governments on the provincial level. 

Can you imagine a US state government even nominally 
socialist? Marxism is not the dirty word here that it is in the US, 
where it's considered un-American by definition. 

While traditional economistic socialism has been a stronger 
force through our political history, the sixties New Left, and 
with it, social issues, had a greater impact on Americans than it 
did on us. We have no Kent State, no 1968 Democratic Conven
tion in Chicago, no history and legends of violence, few heroes 
and martyrs from those years. The only near equivalent is the 
War Measures Act. But whereas Trudeau's authoritarian 
measure may have helped to politicize Québec feminists, civil 
rights and anti-Viet Nam struggles politicized a whole genera
tion of American feminist activists across the entire country. 
These issues were 'native' to them. For us they were second 
hand, more symbols of what was wrong with the world than 
everyday reality. Nothing we could do in Canada could have af
fected the course of the war or the fight for black civil rights in 
the US. We were spectators, not participants. 

The history of the influence of the revolutionary or radical 
left on the Canadian women's movement and vice versa has yet 
to be written. (For a beginning, see Myrna Kostash's Long Way 
From Home). A number of Trotskyist formations made con
centrated efforts to co-opt our movements in the early years, 
and later have tried to live off feminist energy. These unprin
cipled attempts did damage, intimidated unsophisticated 
women, frightened and alienated some, but also in the process, 
trained and educated many others. Ultimately it was the leftist 
groups that suffered, wrecked by internal sexism and an inability 
to deal with feminist issues. Women left them in droves and 
many of these groups just disappeared. Now, ex-Trotskyists 
can be found in autonomous socialist-feminist, radical Les
bian and unhyphenated feminist groups and activities. They 
are at work in women's services like hostels and rape crisis 
centres and organizing and lobbying for abortion and day care 
like the rest of us. 

In the US, where the political cultural traditions create a 
clash between reformists and socialists and between socialists 
and other radicals with ideas that are not so "unamerican," 
the women's movement ends up being more polarized than 
ours is in Canada. Political lines blur here. Although we 
disagree often and sometimes bitterly, radical feminists still 
work and talk with socialist feminists and with so-called liberal 
reform feminists. There is contact with and between women in 
government, social services, the professions and academia on 
issues concerning women. It has never been a downplaying of 
political differences to state that those of us who share an 
essential commitment to the liberation of women and to 
making women a political force can work together. 

But our relationship with the left is not good at all. Ulti
mately the task both here and in the US is to develop some sort 
of working coalition between progressive elements on the left 
and feminists. Before that can happen, left-wing men will have 
to accept the crucial historical importance of so-called secon
dary social issues and the centrality of feminist analysis. In 
this, partly because of the social issues orientation of the left, 
Americans seem well ahead of our Canadian lefties, at least 
judging by the content of their press. (See for instance, 
Socialist Review, Vol. 67, "Remaking the American Left" and 
Vol. 69, "Socialism and Beyond.") In Canada, neither the 
trade union movement, nor among academics, nor in the Left 
wing press, is there much indication that leftist men have 
abandoned their arrogance enough to listen to us and to read 
feminist writing. Unless it starts taking the women's move
ment seriously, there is little hope for the left in Canada. 

While the progressive elements get their act together, we could 
probably learn more about ourselves from our francophone 
sisters than by gazing longingly at the American women's 
movement, wondering what it's up to so that we can do it next. 
Feminists in Québec have made remarkable strides by devel
oping community health clinics complete with abortion ser
vices and by producing the kind of writing and art which could 
form the bedrock of women's culture. 

The fact that we haven't forged these bonds is the most elo
quent testimony to the influence of our American sisters, with 
whom, admittedly we do share a language and more than a bit 
of pop culture. But still, the American women's movement 
has its own style. It seems to be way ahead of us, more aware, 
more exciting, and varied, harder edged, tougher and more ex
treme, richer, louder and more successful. In a word, more 
American. We will always learn from that movement, but it is 
at our peril that we Canadian feminists uncritically accept 
issues, problems, analyses, and solutions made in the US, or 
anywhere else outside our borders. 

No one can do our work for us. 
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Frida Kahlo, in hand-painted plaster cor
set, w i th Diego Rivera, 1950. 

Hayden Herrera, Frida: A Biography of 
Frida Kahlo. New York. Harper & Row, 
1983. $29.50. 

Reviewed by Amanda Hale 

Frida Kahlo was a Mexican-born painter, of 
Jewish-Hungarian origin on her German 
father's side, and of Spanish-Mexican Indian 
origin on her mother's side. She considered 
herself a child of the revolution, giving her 
date of birth as 1910 when the Mexican Revo
lution started, instead of 1907 when her actual 
birth took place. Hayden Herrera is a New 
York art critic who spent much of her child
hood in Mexico. In this biography she pre
sents a sharply focused image of Frida Kahlo 
as a passionate woman of tremendous energy 
and magnetism. Frida involved herself whole
heartedly with the Communist Party, with 
painting, teaching, travel, and with various 
lovers, including Leon Trotsky and the 
sculptor, Isamu Noguchi. She was the third of 
Diego Rivera's four wives. It was a stormy 
liaison—they were married and divorced and 
remarried—lasting a total of almost twenty-
five years, finally broken by Frida's death in 
1954 at the age of forty-seven. Diego Rivera 
was the best known of the Mexican muralists, 
a group including men such as David Alfaro 
Siqueiros and José Clémente Orozco, who 
recorded Mexico's history on a gigantic scale 
on the walls of public buildings, using images 
from pre-Columbian times, through the col
onial period following the Spanish conquest 
to the modern revolutionary era. 

Frida Kahlo's work consists largely of self-
portraits and records of events in the Mexican 
retablo tradition, often worked with oil on 
metal. She paints with an honesty and ori
ginality which are quite startling. This book 
contains some excellent illustrations (35 colour, 
96 black and white) of Frida's paintings, as 
well as photographs of her with family and 
friends. "I suffered two grave accidents in my 
life," Frida said. "One in which a streetcar 
knocked me down... The other accident is 
Diego." At the age of eighteen, Frida almost 

died when a trolley car ran into the bus in 
which she and her boyfriend were passengers. 
Her spine and pelvis were each broken in three 
places, a collarbone and two ribs were 
broken, her right leg sustained eleven frac
tures, her right foot was crushed, and a steel 
handrail skewered her body, entering on the 
left side of her abdomen and exiting at the 
vagina. She survived to endure a lifetime of 
pain, during which she had thirty-two opera
tions on her spine and right leg, finally under
going a spinal fusion and, shortly before her 
death, amputation of the leg. Months of 
hospitalization and boredom drove Frida to 
painting, which was to become one of the 
great passions of her life. She did not study 
painting, although she would later become a 
teacher at the Esmerelda School of Art in 
Mexico City where she was adored by her 
students for her fresh and unpretentious ap
proach. She was self-taught, and quickly 
developed her own unique style, strongly in
fluenced by Mexican folk art. 

The first part of this biography is somewhat 
tedious in that Herrera has included almost 40 
pages of Frida's letters to Alejandro Gomez 
Arias, her childhood sweetheart who was with 
her on the bus and who sustained only minor 
injuries. Nevertheless, in sharp contrast to the 
precocious adolescent reflected in this one
sided correspondence is the enforced maturity 
which emerged out of Frida's suffering as a 
result of the accident. Her spirit was tempered 
but never broken. She maintained a devilish 
and provocative streak throughout her life 
and her ' 'black humour (was) a characteristic
ally Mexican kind that relishes horror and 
laughs at death." 

The second accident was Diego Rivera, who 
Frida loved "more than her own skin" 
despite his incurable philandering. An enor
mous man weighing 300 pounds, and twenty 
years older than Frida, Rivera enjoyed a kind 
of Falstaffian amora4ity. Frida tolerated his 
affairs and even enjoyed hearing about them, 
forming close friendships with some of his 
lovers, but she was deeply hurt when he 
started an affair with her sister, Cristina. She 
moved out and consulted a lawyer. Although 
they were not to be divorced until four years 
later, in 1939, this was a decisive betrayal for 
Frida and one which forced her into a pattern 
of self-reliance. "Just as the accident 
transformed Frida from a madcap girl into a 
young woman with a deep vein of melancholy 
as well as a ferocious will to combat sadness, 
Rivera's affair with Cristina changed her 
from an adoring bride into a more complex 
woman... She had to learn to be.. . her own 
source... she kept on shining and reflecting 
in the dazzle and glow of Diego's orbit... but 
more and more, the light that attracted people 
to Frida was her own." 

Frida supported herself by selling her paint
ings and retaliated with many affairs of her 
own. Her powerful sensuality is evident in her 
paintings and Herrera interprets her bisexual-
ity as "a hunger for intimacy so urgent that it 
ignored gender." Frida was quite open about 
her attraction to women and is said to have 
"teased and flirted with Georgia O'Keefe at 
Stieglitz's gallery," but Rivera's double stan

dard forced her to be secretive about her male 
lovers. There is an account of a melodramatic 
bedroom scene where a fleeing lover is 
threatened with the gun that Rivera habitually 
carried. 

Frida Kahlo's paintings are allegories of 
pain: the physical pain she suffered as a result 
of the accident, the emotional pain caused by 
Diego's infidelities, and the pain of being 
female. There is an obsessive preoccupation 
with powerful images of her own ruined 
reproductive system. She was desperate to 
bear a child but was unable to sustain a 
pregnancy to term, suffering several miscar
riages. After the first miscarriage in 1932, and 
the death of her mother two months later, she 
did two extraordinary paintings—one record

ing her experience in the Henry Ford Hospital 
in Detroit, and one of her own birth. 

Frida spent some time in the United States 
during the early part of her marriage, accom
panying Diego on his commissions to paint 
murals in California, Detroit, and New York 
City, where his notorious RCA Building mural 
was destroyed when he refused to remove the 
face of Lenin. Frida was amused by what ap
peared to her as the eccentricity of the Ameri
cans and their obsession with such things as 
telephones and toilets, and she recorded her 
observations in paintings. 

As a critic specializing in twentieth-century 
American and Latin American art, Hayden 
Herrera has tendency to overanalyse Frida's 
paintings, which are straightforward and 
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without artifice. There is a childlike clarity of 
vision, which includes both wit and subtlety. 
Frida paints herself and, by extension, the 
world around her, with which she sought con
stantly to be connected, to counteract the iso
lation of her pain. Rivera, who had an almost 
awesome respect for her work, said, "We are 
all clods next to Frida. Frida is the best painter 
of her epoch... the greatest proof of the 
renaissance of the art in Mexico." Picasso 
also respected her work, and André Breton 
and the Surrealists claimed her as one of their 
own and whisked her off to Paris for an exhi
bition, where one of her paintings was pur
chased by the Louvre. Frida disarmingly 
remarked, "I never knew I was a Surrealist 
until André Breton came to Mexico and told 
me I was one," and later, "They thought I 
was a Surrealist, but I wasn't. I never painted 
dreams. I painted my own reality." Surreal
ism made little impact in Mexico because, as 
Herrera observes, "The self-conscious search 
for subconscious truths that may have provided 
European Surrealists with some release from 
the confines of the rational world and or
dinary bourgeois life offered little enchant
ment in a country where reality and dreams 
are perceived to merge and miracles are 
thought to be daily occurrences." 

Outside the art world, Frida was inevitably 
condescended to by the media as a dabbler, 
dabbling in Rivera's huge shadow. On the oc
casion of her first one-woman show in New 
York City in 1938, Time magazine referred to 
her as "black-browed little Frida. . . famed 
muralist Diego Rivera's German-Mexican 
wife." But in a way, Diego's shadow and her 
own gender afforded protection for her work. 
She struck a kind of serio-comic pose, with an 
ironic view of herself as amateur, which 
allowed her to work freely without the pres
sure of critical opinion. This attitude was an 
extension of her unpretentious character. 
"No matter how much admiration... she 
received ; ; ; she did not think in careerist 
terms—she never pushed for exhibitions, 
patrons, or reviews.... Her paintings ex
pressed, in the most vivid and direct way 
possible, her reality; making them was only 
part of, and no more important than, making 
and being Frida Kahlo." 

Interest in Frida Kahlo's art has been grow
ing in the past decade. There was a retrospec
tive of her work at the Belles Artes in Mexico 
City in 1977, another retrospective which 
travelled to six United States museums in 
1978/9, and a show at the Whitechapel 
Gallery in London in 1982, featuring Kahlo's 
paintings together with the photography of 
Tina Modotti, a contemporary of Frida and a 
comrade in the Communist Party. The 
Whitechapel show subsequently travelled to 
Germany and the United States. 

- I 
«PS 
• I t 

1 
BOUDICCA BOOKS 
•SPECIALIZING IN BOOKS 

BY AND ABOUT WOMEN 
• S E L L I N G OLD, RARE AND 

OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS 
SAMPLER T H R E E 

COMING SOON! 
For Your Free Copy 

please call: 

or write 
Boudicca Books 

Attention T.T., P.O. Box 901 
Station K Toronto, Ontario 

M4P 2 H 2 C A N A D A 

ly Birth, 1932 

Herrera provides a broad background to 
Frida's life, conveying the heady flavour of 
the revolutionary era when Mexicans were 
reclaiming their native origins and unearthing 
the rich layers Of their culture. The Riveras 
amassed a magnificent collection of pre-
Columbian artifacts which are on permanent 
display in Diego's Mexico City studio, an 
extraordinary structure, built in the style of an 
Aztec pyramid. They were politically active. 
They brought Trotsky to Mexico, where he 

Frida Kahlo wi th Trotsky, 1937. 
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was finally murdered after several attempts 
on his life by Stalinist extremists and anar
chists. They arranged the exile of four hundred 
Spanish refugees from the Spanish Civil War. 
Both magnetic personalities, Frida and Diego 
drew many interesting and talented people to 
them, counting among their friends Louise 
Nevelson, Nelson Rockefeller, Clare Boothe 
Luce, Pablo Neruda, Marcel Duchamp, 
Wassily Kandinsky. 

The final years of Frida's life were a tragic 
confusion of pain, drugs, alcohol and a 
suicide attempt, when the accident that 
shaped her life finally overcame hen The 
house in Coyoacân, a suburb of Mexico City, 
where she was born and lived during the latter 
part of her married life, is open to the public 
as a museum. It is a magical place, filled with 
Frida's paintings and belongings. 

Herrera's book is an interesting and infor
mative biography, revealing many facets of a 
complex woman who is inseparable from her 

;f country and her time, both artistic and 
political. It also raises important questions on 
the pathology of illness and emotional maso
chism. Most of all it is about Frida Kahlo's 
tremendous courage and her creative hand
ling of the two great accidents in her life. 

Amanda Hale is a Toronto artist and poet 
who recently returnedfrom several months in 
Mexico. 

Reviewed by Annette Clough 

fire weed, n.:a hardy, perennial so called 
because it is the first growth to 
reappear in fire-scarred areas; a 
troublesome weed which spreads 
like wild-fire invading clearings, 
bomb-sites, waste land and other 
disturbed areas 

An apt image for a journal of feminist 
women's writing. An even more apt image for 
Issue 16, Fireweed: Women of Colour. This 
issue is the first work of its kind to be published 
in Canada and is a testimony to the myriad 
ways in which women of colour, Canadian-
born and immigrant, are challenging the bar
riers of racism, sexism, classism and homo
phobia in this society. 

The theme which recurs in most of the con
tributions is that of breaking the silence and 
making visible the invisible. The creation of 
the Women of Colour issue of Fireweed is 
part of breaking the silence and making visi
ble the lives, ideas and talents of the least 
recognized group of Canadian women. 

It took two years for the Fireweed collective 
to be ready and willing to hand over complete 
control of the issue to the guest collective, the 
women of colour who solicited material, 
edited, designed and produced it. In the pro
cess, the Fireweed collective learned some
thing about unintentional racism and the 
power their privilege as white educated 
women affords them. It is to their credit that 
they have committed themselves to under
standing and fighting racism, their own and 
society's. It is of course more to the credit of 
the guest collective that they undertook to 
struggle with the Fireweed collective to make 
the issue a reality and they they pursued their 
vision through ten months of unpaid labour, 
while continuing their commitments to fami
lies, jobs, studies and other political work. 

They have many reasons to be proud of 
their achievement: Issue 16 is handsomely 
designed and laid out, and the contributions 
of poetry, fiction, essays, book reviews, inter
views, photographs and graphics come from a 
rich variety of women—immigrants from the 
West Indies, Africa, Asia, women of colour 
of African and Asian descent born in Canada, 
native women. The writings are angry, poig
nant, passionate. Over and over the question 
of how race, sex and class intersect and how 
this affects women's lives is addressed. There 
are many challenges to the sectors of the 
women's movement which see sexism as the 
only struggle and whose definition of femin

ism does not include an analysis of racism, 
classism and capitalism. There are challenges 
to white feminists who think they have no 
racism in them and who continue to discount 
the concerns and priorities of women of col
our by their own ethnocentric and self-in
terested version of feminism. And there are 
challenges to heterosexual women of colour 
by lesbians of colour who experience homo
phobia in their own communities. To be a les
bian of colounis to be in a particularly vulner
able position: on one hand is the very strong 
possibility of rejection by one's own com
munity and on the other hand the lack of sup
port and acceptance in the predominantly 
white lesbian community. 

Despite the pain, hardship and alienation 
experienced by many women of colour in this 
society, which is well documented here, there 
are sources of power for women of colour to 
draw from. There is the strength that comes 
from being outside of the dominant culture 
and being more able to see through its corrup
tion and cultural poverty. There is the oppor
tunity to retain soul-nurturing elements of 
cultures brought from other lands, or native 
to this country before the white people came; 
their value is perceived more clearly when one 
has seen through the farce of trying to gain 
status by assimilating into the dominant 
culture. There is the freedom, yes freedom, 
despite the double and triple oppressions, to 
define oneself and move and grow according 
to one's vision of what could be, rather than 
limiting oneself to what society says one 
should be. These are the themes I hope future 
writings by women of colour will explore 
more fully. It is necessary to define and ar
ticulate, for those who can hear, the suffering 
that racism and ethnocentricity have caused 
many people. It is also necessary to build in 
the joys and strengths we do possess if we 
hope to have a role in transforming society. 

As valuable and necessary as the Women of 
Colour issue is at this point, I hope in the 
future we won't need special issues for women 
of colour (or working class women or les
bians). I hope feminist journals like Fireweed 
will represent the concerns and aspirations of 
all women, with the voices of minority women 
getting equal time along with those who have 
so far had more opportunities to make their 
voices heard. 

Annette Clough is a Jamaican/Canadian of 
mixed African, British, French and Por
tuguese Jewish descent. She has spent the lat
ter half of her life in Canada. 
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Sharon H . Nelson, Afar/ Women & Crazy 
Ladies. Dewittville, P.Q.: Sunken Forum 
Press, 1983. Pp. 67 

Reviewed by Car ro l l K le in 

Sharon Nelson is a busy woman. She has in
furiated the male-dominated poetry establish
ment by organizing a feminist caucus within 
the League of Canadian Poets, an effort that 
sparked a number of vicious attacks against 
feminist writers in such august periodicals as 
Quill & Quire and Books in Canada. She has 
produced several insightful papers among 
which one, entitled Bemused, Branded, and 
Belittled: Women and Writing in Canada, 
was recently reprinted in Fireweed, No. 15. 
She edits and travels and organizes and talks, 

with literary and feminist enthusiasm. And 
somehow, she finds the time to produce 
volumes of spare, elegant poetry. 

The most recent of her five books, Mad 
Women & Crazy Ladies, is yet another 
journey into the world of women who are 
teetering on the edge, driven to despair and 
madness and sometimes to the discovery of 
the means of survival. There can be little 
moderation in the lives of Nelson's women 
for they are caught in worlds that both draw 
and repel them, worlds of sticky cereal bowls, 
betrayal, obsessive housewifery and clipped 
dreams. Trapped, unfocussed, they descend 
into madness. 

We are mad, 
mad as hatters, mad 
as headless chickens, mad. 
We will be cloaked in madness, wrapped 
like butchers' packets in our own clean 

sheets 
and carted off like sides of meat. 

("Mad Women & Crazy Ladies' ') 

Possessed by images thrust upon them, 
these women try to strangle the spirit and 
creativity within themselves by submission, 
by the attenuation of their dreams and 
desires. In doing so, they lose their tenuous 
grip on reality; madness and death follow, a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. 

The men whose expectations inform the lives 
of these women are conspicuously absent in 
physical presence; their impact, however, is 
overwhelming, a metaphor in Nelson's poetry 
for oppression, a symbol of the power of 
church and state. In ' ' A Footstool in Heaven," 
a Jewish wife rails, obsessively, silently, 
against her husband who sits in his chair, 
master of the household: 
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Psychologist 

Free Consultation 
Confidentiality 

Guaranteed 

44 Jackes Avenue 
Toronto 

(416) 962-5328 

Robert A. 
Brosius 

C H A R T E R E D 
A C C O U N T A N T 

Tax and Accounting Services 

In Cabbagetown 
Parliament & Wellesley 

P . O . Box 158, Station A 
Toronto M 5 W 1B2 

rophecies 
I count everything: hairpins, 

toothbrushes, boxes, grapes, 
apples, insults. I do not lose track of 

anything and 
I do not stop counting. 

Lucky for him that she continues to count. 
Should she stop, she might well stick a knife 
into his uncomprehending heart. In "Medita
tion," a good Catholic wife and mother, 
abused by a drunken brute who "hated/ what 
this marriage had done to her / hated the mar
red perfection, and its cause, / despoiler of his 
icon, himself" sees herself trapped by god 
and man, both of whom would eat her alive. 
The images are not reassuring. 

These shadowy, sinister figures conspire to 
rob women of their strength. Caught up in 
men's images of what they should be, women 
starve themselves, diminish themselves in 
countless ways. In "Rites of Passage," 
Nelson explores the ritual of cutting the hair 
of Jewish brides, an ironic reversal of the 
Samson and Delilah story that symbolizes the 
loss of female power, independence and pride 
so central to the maintenance of patriarchal 
systems. Acquiescent on the surface, subver
sion lurks in the hearts of these shorn women: 

I dream 
a daughter 

strong-
necked 

long haired 

In "All the Dead Dears, a biography" the 
title of which Nelson borrows from Sylvia 
Plath, (and we all know what happened to 
her), the woman gradually loses her sense of 
reality in images of dripping diapers, the smell 
of cheap meat, untended gardens. In despera
tion, she tries to pull herself back into her 
work and fails, unable to bear the ugliness 
and boredom of her life. She is "a drumhead / 
stretched too tight/ she thins/ at the edges." 
Exhausted, mad, she chooses to die because 

no one, 
not even those she cares for, 
can prevent 

the closing in 
of winter. 

Nelson's vision of women's fate is not so 
unrelentingly grim as these images suggest, 
however. There is hope, muted, imperfect, 
but within reach. "Farm Report" is a transi
tional poem, straddling despair and possibility. 
The narrator leaves her emotionally dead life, 
leaves her husband and children, for t he isola
tion and loneliness of the city, for the constant 
fear of her man's retributive anger. Choosing 
one solitude over another, 

you get used to it, get used to almost 
anything, 

used, almost, to the idea of 
anything; 
it's the idea that hurts 
Somewhere in this world that offers women 

so little there is survival. The effort of holding 
up the sky "grinds us to dust and to water" 
("Three Sky Images: Two") but the effort it
self is an affirmation of strength, a denial of 
the absolute power men seek over women. 
And, 

Somewhere there 
the women weave their words. 

Like storm winds off 
the Nova Scotia coves 
they voice 
all things we're made 
too mute to say 
too graceless to believe. 

("Spring in the Maritime Provinces") 

Nelson's work is always interesting and 
often remarkable; she effectively uses repeti
tion and unhinged monologues to draw us in
to the worlds of her man-made madwomen. 
There is a technical ease and surety that pro
vides a nice contrast to the dis-ease and uncer
tainty she explores in her poems. She draws a 
dark world, filled with pain, but she can envi
sion escape for the lucky and the strong. 
Women are like the plants of her final poem, 
"Winter Solstice": 

Straggly, half-leaved, they loomed 
through fall, 

persistant. Now they grow full, 
each lengthening day a benediction. 

It is time to start feeding; 
the cycle has begun anew. 
This is their room now. 

he Gay Community Appeal of Toronto has 
been raising money for projects of benefit to 

men and women since 1980. Our goal this year is t 
• raise $50,000 — and you can help! 
The 1983 S.O.S. Campaign starts in October and 
runs through December. Attend an S.O.S. get-
together or host one yourself! See our brand new 
slide show — and, of course, make a donation! 
Proposals for funding are being considered 
concurrently with the S.O.S. Campaign. 
Applications will be accepted until November 15, 
1983. 
F o r m o r e de ta i l s abou t S.O.S. g e t - t o g e t h e r s or t o o b t a i n an 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r f u n d i n g , p lease w r i t e or phone : 

The Gay C o m m u n i t y A p p e a l of To ron to , P. O. Box 2212, S ta t i on P, 
To ron to , On ta r i o M5S 2T2 . Te lephone 869-3036. 

GAY COMMUNITY APPEAL OF TORONTO 
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H a p p y B i i i t t c l a y 

B r o a d s i d e , 

May we be able to wish you many more. 
From the women at Nellie's. 
275A Broadview Ave., Toronto 

Happy Birthday Broadside 
from 

M a r y H a s s a r d f 

C h i r o p r a c t o r 

416)9228817 

22 Davisviile Ave., 
(Yonge subway) 
Toronto 
487-2807 

CONGRATULATIONS BROADSIDE 
O N YOUR 5th YEAR 

f rom 

toronto rope cri/ i / centre 

For more in format ion call 964-7477 
or 

Come and meet us at an Open House 
November 9, 4 to 9 pm 

340 College St., Apt . 2, Toronto 

LOOKING FORWARD TO ANOTHER 
GOOD YEAR 

9? 

'<Xc 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 
COMMITTEE 
PO Box 70, Stat ion F, Toronto 
789-4541 

6> 

Best Wishes in the Ongoing Straggle 

f r o m \i; 

. The Toronto Garion 

THOUGHT-STONES, f rom page 5 

false, tinged with hypocrisy. She has one 
belief—that every side has so large a propor
tion of falseness in it that it is not worth her 
allegiance; she prefers to suffer from her 
belief that she sees truly the falseness of 
everything. 

C's reactions are as congealed in their in
finite variety as one-sided reactions, yet they 
do not make her happy. The mechanical use 
of thought-stones gives a kind of satisfaction, 
but never the happiness the mind knows when 
it feels ready to change, the sense of amaze
ment at having opened itself to an idea from 
outside without hostility. As one familiar with 
the state before the mind changes, I consider 
myself an excellent example. I know intimately 
the bland, comfortable and ignorant state in 
which one sees no need to change. I can testify 
to the fact that it is possible to live in this state 
without any feeling of discontent; it is possi
ble to live a two-dimensional life without the 
slightest sense of privation or any curiosity 
about what lies beyond it. It is also possible to 
come into contact with new ideas without being 
changed by them, possible to read Millett's 
Sexual Politics and de Beauvoir's The Second 
Sex and still remain essentially the same. 
Many women's lives have been changed by 
reading those two books; mine required years 
more of reading, of listening, of co-existence 
with pacifists, with feminists, and finally with 
radical lesbians, to change. Once the process 
starts, once the hardened material that is 
plugging up one's mind, with which one is 
perfectly satisfied, admits an idea, there is a 
hope that the process will continue. Looking 
back at my unreceptive years (for instance, I 
was able to live through the most terrible war 
in history without considering the pacifist 
position, and I was able to witness the crime 
of segregation without seriously questioning 
it), I ponder; on the difference between admit
ting an idea, that is, letting it into the brain to 
work there, like water in hardened clay, like 
yeast, like anything that acts organically, and 

marshalling the thought-stones that will keep 
it outside, a process so automatic that we do 
not even know we are doing it. And yet we 
know when we are threatened by ideas; we 
recognize threats with a kind of ego-radar 
that instantly fires off a volley of stones; we 
harden our defences. That hardening is 
almost visible and audible in the second be
fore the stones are launched. I have felt it in 
myself and in others, in the ominous pause 
when the barrel of a big gun seems to be 
swivelling; I have felt the violence required to 
keep the idea outside. The most innocent con
versations between friends are often like mini
ature wars, with fixed positions, with light 
and heavy weapons; , every ego is in a per
petual state of readiness for war. 

The mind changes when it declares peace, 
when the ego realizes that it does not need to 
be in a state of perpetual readiness for war. It 
must also realize that it is not less ready for 
war just because it has changed, for the 
change may give it an excuse to manufacture 
new thought-stones, to be used in service of 
the new cause. Just to stay in the state of peace 
requires endless practice and vigilance; it 
means recognition of the exact moment at 
which an organic and pliant thought has 
hardened into a reaction for offensive and 
defensive use. It means recognition of the pile 
of special flinty stones in the depths of every 
ego, waiting for their signal to fly out, to put a 
brutal end to dialogue. They are resentments; 
they kill useful organic life and yet they have a 
horrible life of their own. It is a case of an
tipathetic symbiosis, in which the association 
is disadvantageous or destructive to one or 
both of the organisms. They lie dormant but 
alive, each enclosed in its stone at the bottom 
of the ego. 

Say that A and B are talking again; A is 
determined to change B's mind about femin
ism. For years A has been trying to do this, 
has given B feminist books and articles, has 
patiently stated her own convictions. But B, 
who laughed at the naked mannequin, has for 
a long time been inhabited by a stony resent
ment. A , says B's resentment, thinks she 
knows more than I do, she thinks she can 

teach me something. Long ago, it had been B 
who did the talking and A who humbly listen
ed, but now A has challenged B's authority to 
teach. I will say categorically that any 
challenge to B's authority will activate a re
sentment. A's ideas must now be kept away 
with B's whole arsenal of thought-stones, for 
B's ego has sensed a mortal danger—the 
danger of being wrong. The mind is armed to 
the teeth because of two interlocking 
dangers—that it may be forced to change and 
that the change would be an admission of 
having been wrong. The throwing down of 
arms of the mind is a willingness to admit that 
one can be wrong. Of course, one is some
times right, or at least less wrong, like A , 
whose resentment is born of her frustration, 
because B won't even listen and is using all her 
teacher's skill to win a specious argument. B is 
fighting A with the arguments of her entire 
life, with the stones that are her personal mix
ture of truth, resentments, dissatisfaction, 
with a little fillip of envy because A is so free 
and fearless and lives her own life. 

Often resentments are born not because B 
feels she knows more than A but because she 
knows less, the resentment that lurks in a 
sense of inferiority. A is showing off her 
knowledge, says B to herself, and this accusa
tion feels morally right. There is an accusation 
that feels morally right attached to every re
sentment, attached to its hoard of stones, tied 
to the presumed insult, for every self-defence 
contains its accusation of the other, its ele
ment of racism, its polarization of me versus 
you. Haven't we all known the difficulty of 
having any kind of dialogue or general conver
sation that does not stir up what is extraneous 
to the subject but is part of the ego-arsenal of 
every participant? We must learn to recognize 
reactions that are used as defensive or offen
sive weapons, those whose form is unchange
able, those that have petrified and died. 

Racism, sexism, all prejudices, come from 
an accumulation of petrified stones waiting to 
be used; a resentment born of a single 
humiliating experience is enough to form a 
life-long racist thought-stone. Each of us has 
her own example; I, at least, am often sur

prised by my own vehemence and what it 
shows of completely irrelevant rage. Why am 
I unable to talk about this person or that 
group of people without feeling the tempta
tion to shoot out a thought-stone that will 
mortally wound, something derogatory about 
them that I have heard and stored away for 
future use? It is much easier to switch on a 
kind of automatic pilot that does the work of 
attention and keeps the ego safe, that will fire 
automatic thought-stones, than to weigh every 
word, one's own and the words of others. It is 
much easier to play the game, the game of not 
getting hurt. 

How I hate the ego sometimes, its horrid 
watchfulness, its lightning reactions, the 
words that each mind manufactures, identical 
reactions which diminish the other, accuse the 
other, deflect organic thoughts. B thinks that 
her mind is open and flexible and that all her 
ideas are all her own, and yet her reactions are 1 

like bullets made in a mould: the same laugh
ter, the same put-down, or the same affec
tionate dismay. That A should have come to 
this! The same alarm. A and her kind are 
threatening. Enemies. B will never stop yearn
ing for the time when A listened humbly to 
her; these yearnings and the defences attached 
to them fill the spaces of attention and make 
the work of change more difficult. A will fail 
again, and in exactly the same way, for B's 
defences have been perfected in response to 
A's threat to the whole structure of her mind, 
which cannot be changed without all the 
choices of her life being put in jeopardy. Her 
mind loves the shape it has taken, and to 
change, it would have to take a fearful 
risk—the risk of metamorphosis into a new 
shape that is porous, cellular, admits new 
ideas instead of automatically repelling them, 
a mind that listens without instantly seeking 
the symbiotic answer, the ego-necessary one 
that isn't a real answer. The real answer is not 
a prepared reaction but the non-violent re
sponse of a mind which has declared peace. 

Mary Meigs is a Montréal artist and writer, 
author of Lily Briscoe: A Self-Portrait (1981) 
and The Medusa Head, soon to be published. 
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by Vivian Harrower 

In the 1982 Canadian feminist anthology, Still 
Ain 't Satisfied (Women's Press, 1982), Kath
leen McDonnell raised questions for the abor
tion debate which are not being addressed. In
stead, we have today what appears to be a 
hardening or radicalization on the part of both 
anti-abortion and pro-choice groups. That 
radicalization of the forces opposing legalized 
abortion was most recently demonstrated in 
Toronto by a fire at the Women's Bookstore, 

which shares a building with the Morgentaler 
abortion clinic. The radicalization of the pro-
choice side appears to me to be its reduction 
of the abortion issue to a woman's decision to 
abort or carry a fetus to term. 

I find myself returning to McDonnell's arti
cle, because she acknowledges the moral am
biguity of an abortion decision, rather than 
sidestepping the whole notion of the potential 
life represented by the fetus. "Do we really 
wish to argue that abortion is the moral equi
valent of a tonsillectomy?" she asks. "What 
do we have to say about couples who choose 
abortion after learning via amniocentesis that 
the fetus is the 'wrong' sex?... Is the 
cheapening of the value of human life a real 
possibility with widespread abortion, or is this 
just a scare tactic of the Right to Life? If we 

WOMYNLY WAY PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS: 

GRUPO RAIZ & WALLFLOWER ORDER DANCE COLLECTIVE 

a t T H E PREMIERE D A N C E T H E A T R E 

H A R B O U R F R O N T 

2 0 7 Q U E E N ' S Q U A Y W E S T 

MATINEE: 2 :30 p.m. 
E V E N I N G : 8 :00 p.m. 
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- $ 9 . 0 0 S U N D A Y O C T O B E R 16 

Tickets available at: Hjâçbourfront Box Office (869-841 2), all BASS locations, DEC (427 Bloor W. ) , 
SCM Bookroom (333 Bloor W.) , and Toronto Women's Bookstore, (296 Brunswick). The concert is 
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call 9 2 5 - 6 5 6 8 
Sponsored by Chile Ontar io Information Centre, Committee of Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, Hispana 
Travel, Bloque Solidaridad Farabundo Mart i , Oxfam, Canadian Action for Nicaragua. 

A N N O U N C I N G T O R O N T O ' S 
E W E S T N E T W O R K I N G T O O L ! 

"It's about time! Something 
like this is very much 
needed. We'll certainly use it 
at Times Change — and 
pass it on to our clients. " 

Jo Saxby 
T imes C h a n g e Women ' s 
E m p l o y m e n t Serv ice 

"What a great idea! What a 
useful resource! We need to 
be in contact and stay in 
contact. " 

Dinah Forbes 
Deve lopmen t Educa t i on Cent re 
(DEC) 

The People's Classifieds is an annual directory 
serving two good causes: political/social change 
and building a progressive economic network. In 
The People's Classifieds you'll find everyone 
from community action groups to the family law 
specialist, from the carpenter-for-hire to the 
dentist, from the musician to the sign painter, 
from the independent auto mechanic to labour 
consultants. It's an important networking tool 
you won't want to be without! 

The People's Classifieds is on sale in bookstores 
now for $4.00. Or order yours now by sending a 
cheque or money order to: 

Alternate Links Inc. 
23 Westmore Drive, Suite 307 
Rexdale, Ont. M9V3Y6 

O N S A L E N O W ! 

fight efforts to enshrine the 'human rights' of 
the unborn in law, do we also run the risk of 
undercutting efforts to ensure the protection 
of the fetus against environmental and occu
pational hazards?" 

As upsetting to me as the 'pro-life' rhetoric 
which came out of the Borowski trial has been 
the 'pro-choice' rhetoric surrounding the open
ing of the Morgentaler clinic in Toronto. Like 
most feminists, I favour woman's control over 
her reproductive capacities. I would support 
many women's decision to seek an abortion. 

However, if we are talking of a woman's 
reproductive rights, we must also talk of 
woman's responsibility for her sexuality and 
her reproductive capacity. I hear or see little 
mention of birth control in the abortion de
bate. Do we feminists wish to claim responsi
bility in a decision to end a pregnancy, but ab
dicate responsibility for preventing pregnancy? 
A study of 50 women referred for abortion by 
a Toronto birth control centre in 1981 showed 
that more than half were using no form of 
contraception, and that almost one-third had 
had previous abortions. Where is the women's 
responsibility being exercised in this case? 
(The study findings were summarized in ' 'The 
Abortion Question," a report issued by the 
Anglican Church of Canada.) 

Recognizing there are many factors why 
people do not practise birth control, what 
steps might be taken to alter that and thereby 
reduce the apparent widespread use of abor
tions as birth control? 

I do not favour outlawing access to abor
tion in Canada, but I would like to hear more 
from the 'pro-choice' side about choices 
other than abortion. Perhaps a more vocal ar
ticulation of the need for support services for 
young unmarried women, an articulation of 
the link between mothering and poverty. I 
would also like to see more feminists address
ing the whole question of human sexuality 
and the pressures within our society on 
women to be available as sexual partners (and 

objects). This would entail examination of the 
whole commercial exploitation of women, 
which has so far been addressed within the 
pornography debate but not linked to the 
abortion debate as far as I am aware. 

Women do have to make choices, and I 
support the claim that women need to be able 
to take charge of their own lives. But to sup
port abortion-on-demand so as to suggest 
that women are victims of pregnancy is to 
continue to be victimized. Women need to 
take charge of their sexuality to as great a 
degree as possible before pregnancy can oc
cur, and not after, if they are not prepared for 
motherhood at that time. 
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FEMINIST HAS HOUSE to share. 
Queen/Broadview area. 2 bedrooms. 
$200/$250 each per month. Non-
smokers only. Call (416) 463-0277. 

TWO BEDROOM HOUSE to share 
wi th another woman. East end. $195 
plus half ut i l i t ies. Prefer no animals, 
have two cats already. (416) 461-3413 
or 864-2800. 

LESBIAN PHONE LINE BANNER, we 
love y o u . P lease c o m e h o m e . 
960-3249 or 533-6824. 

1983-84 SPORTSWOMEN CALENDAR. 
Twenty-two photographs; Canadian 
holidays; women's Olympic history. 
Send $8.25 (Cdn.) Brushfire Press-BS, 
2349 Indianola, Columbus, OH 43202, 
USA. 

Send Broadside your 
subscriber's address label 

with your new address. 
Please give us 4 to 6 weeks 

advance notice. 

m^kwr mfmm I I I I I J F i 

SALE! Garage and porch sale. Good 
stuff and junk. Saturday, October 22. 
52 Admiral Road, Toronto. 11 am to 3 
pm. Rain or shine. 

WOMYNLY WAY seeks f r iend ly , 
hospi table women to house per
formers and guests of WW. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , ca l l M ' A l i c e , (416) 
365-0486 or 925-6568. 

ROOM in easy-going feminist house. 
Near Christ ie/Dupont. $170 plus uti l . 
(416) 537-5753. 

TAROT READINGS by mail , through 
the guidance of the new "Mother-
peace" feminist tarot deck. Send a 
handwri t ten quest ion wi th a donat ion 
for my t ime. Mara Meshak, RR 2, Dun
can, BC, V9L1N9. 

• Cos ts are 25$ a word ($3 minimum) 
• The f irst word wi l l be pr inted in bold type 
• Ads accepted by mail on the 20th of the month before they are to appear 
• All c lass i f ied ads must be pre-paid. 
• Fil l out the coupon below and send it, w i th cheque or money order, to: 
Broadside, PO Box 494, Stn P, Toronto, M5S 2T1. 

No. of words 

Amount $ _____ 

• Cheque 

• Money Order 

AD COPY: 

Name 

Address 

Telephone 

(type or print clearly) 
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• Friday, September 30: "Finding 
Lesbian Herstory," expanded version 
of Frances Rooney's slide show. All 
women welcome, discussion fol lows. 
730 Bathurst Street. Tickets $5. 
Information: 487-8534. 

• Friday, September 30: "The Maids" 
and "My Sister in this House" two 
plays based on the Papin sisters, 
whose tale inspired Genet's play. 
Performed at the Mercury Theatre, 
296 Brunswick Avenue. Info: 
927-9533. To Sunday, October 9. 

• Friday, September 30: Nightwood 
Theatre presents "Smoke Damage," 
the story of the Witch Hunts. St Paul 
Centre, 121 Avenue Rd. To Sunday, 
October 23. September 30 
performance is a benefit for the 
Women's Bookstore. Information: 
862-0659. 

• Saturday, October 1: Pandora's 
Productions presents Alix Dobkin at 
Innis Hall. All women welcome. 
Tickets: $7 advance, $8 at the door. 
8 pm. Info: 598-9838. 

• Saturday, October 1: "Letters 
Home," thirteen years of 
correspondence from Sylvia Plath to 
her mother. To Sunday October 16. 
Adelaide Court Theatre. 
Reservations: 363-6401. 

• Saturday, October 1: "The Widening 
Sphere: Women in Canada, 
1870-1940." Exhibit of photos, letters 
and documents from the Public 
Archives and National Library. OISE, 
252 Bloor Street West. 9 am to 9 pm, 
daily. To Friday, October 21. Info: 
923-6641. 

• Saturday, October 1: Galerie 
Dresdnere presents prints and 
drawings by Kathë Kollwitz. 12 
Hazelton Avenue. To Wednesday, 
October 26 

• Saturday, October 1: Gallery Nine-
Forty, the gallery for feminist art, 
presents "Facts and Artefacts," work 
by Ana Santos. To Saturday, October 8. 
940 Queen Street East (at Logan). 
Wednesday, 3-9 pm; Thursday-Satur
day, 3-7 pm. Info: 466-8840. Free. 

• Saturday, October 1: Day of Act ion 
for Choice on Abortion: rally and 
demonstrat ion at City Hall. 1 pm. 
Information: 961-1507 or 532-8193. 

• Saturday, October 1: 
Bazaar/rummage sale—food, plants, 
books, toys and more. Women's 
Act ion for Peace (Toronto). MCC, 
730 Bathurst St. 10 am to 4 pm. Info: 
Ross, 466-9378. 

• Sunday, October 2: Womyn Out of 
Doors (WOODS) Fall Colours Day 
Hike. 9 am. Info: 530-4007. Newsletter 
available: Drawer WOODS, c/o Box 
7289, Station A, Toronto, M5W 1X9. 

• Sunday, October 2: Lesbian 
Mother's Potluck Brunch. 1-4 pm. 
Info: 465-6822. 

• Monday, October 3: Margaret 
Randall speaks on Women in the 
New Nicaragua. 7 pm. Bloor Street 
United Church, 300 Bloor Street 
West. Donation. 

• Monday, October 3: The women's 
group, a support group for lesbians, 
meets at 519 Church St. 8 pm. 
Raechel 926-0527. (Meets each 
Monday.) 

• Tuesday, October 4: "If You Lived 
Here — You'd Be Now," a 
performance work by Frances 
Leeming and Joanna Householder. 
Museum Without Walls series. 
Music Room, Hart House, U of T. 
7:30 pm. 

• Tuesday, October 4: Lesbian Phone 
Line open tonight for calls from 
women. 7:30 to 10:30 pm. 960-3249. 
Every Tuesday evening. 

BROADSIDE 

TORONTO WOMEN'S EVENTS CALEN 
October 1983 

Compiled by Layne Mellanby 

• Tuesday, October 4: Scarborough 
Women's Centre's fall courses start 
wi th "A Time Together for Immigrant 
Women." Other courses starting this 
week: "Surviving Incest," 
"Assertiveness," and "Teen Rap." 
Info: 431-1138. 

• Wednesday, October 5: 
International Women's Day 
Committee (IWDC) general meeting. 
7:30 pm. Trinity/St Paul's, Fireside 
Room, 427 Bloor St. West. Also 
Wednesdays, October 19 and 
November 2. Info: Amy, 977-6854. 

• Wednesday, October 5: Toronto 
Addicted Women's Self Help Network 
(TAWSH N) meets at Central 
Neighbourhood House, 349 Ontario 
St. 7 pm. Info: 961-7319. (Meets each 
Wednesday.) 

• Wednesday, October 5: Lesbian 
Phone Line meeting; interested 
women, prospective volunteers 
welcome. 7 pm. 3rd floor, 348 College 
Street. Info: 960-3249. 

• Wednesday, October 5: Womyn Out 
of Doors (WOODS) general meeting 
to plan November and December 
events. 519 Church Street. 7:30 pm. 

• Thursday, October 6: " Introduction 
to Socialist Feminism," weekly 
course given by the Marxist Institute. 
8 pm. Info: Cynthia Wright, 465-5992, 
or 463-4041. 

• Thursday, October 6: 
Choreographer, dancer Terri 11 
Maguire presents an evening of her 
own work "Cutt ing Losses," 
presenting different sides of a 
woman's persona. Toronto Dance 
Theatre, 80 Winchester Street, 8 pm. 
Info: 967-1365. To Sunday, October 9. 

• Friday, October 7: Gays and 
Lesbians at U of T present Chris 
Bearchell of The Body Politic as a 
guest speaker. 8 pm. 33 St. George 
Street. 

• Friday, October 7: Women's long 
weekend at Camp Tapawingo near 
Parry Sound. Canoeing, hiking, food. 
$75. Information: Susan, 921-4755. 

• Friday, October 7: "On the Border," 
theatre from Guatemala, with Nancy 
White and Friends. 8 pm. Harbord 
Collegiate, 286 Harbord St. $5. 

• Thursday, October 20: Lesbian and 
Gay Academic Society sponsors 
"The Social Construction of Gender 
and Sexual Identities in the 
Formation of Power Relations," a 
talk by gay activist Bob Gallagher. 8 
pm. Rhodes Room, Trinity College. 
Info: 924-6474. 

• Friday, October 21: Women's 
Independent Thougntz (WITZ) A 
seminar/discussion group for the 
exchange of ideas and creative 
endeavours in art, literature, 
philosophy and polit ical thought. 7 
pm. Info: 766-9496 or 536-3162. 

• Saturday, October 22: Gay 
Community Dance Committee 
presents "Tricks and Treats." The 
Concert Hall, 888 Yonge Street. 
Tickets: $8. 
• Saturday, October 22: UN 
Disarmament Day Demonstration. 
Information: 921-1938. 

mmm 

• Wednesday, October 12: Positive 
Alternatives to Pornography, an 
evening of dramatic story telling with 
Helen Porter. 7:30 pm. YWCA, 80 
Woodlawn Ave. East (2 blocks north 
of Summerhil l subway). $5. Info: 
961-8100. 
• Thursday, October 13: Gay/Lesbian 
Act ion for Disarmament, meeting for 
final preparations for October 22 
demonstrat ion. 519 Church Street. 
7:30. Information: 921-1938. 

Margaret Randall in Toronto, Oct. 3. 

• Sunday, October 16: Womynly Way 
presents Group Raiz and the 
Wallf lower Order at Harbourfront. 
2:30 and 8 pm. Childcare provided. 
Tickets BASS or Harbourfront. Info: 
925-6568. 
• Sunday, October 16: Womyn Out Of 
Doors (WOODS) Fall Zoo trip. Bring 
lunch. 12 noon. Info: 530-4007. 

• Tuesday, October 18: Donna 
Marchand, feminist singer/song
writer. Free Times Café. 9 pm. No 
cover. 
• Thursday, October 20: "Authority, 
Conformity and the Policing of 
Cit izens" a three day double 
conference with "Control, 
Technological Change and Hard 
Times," focussing on issues 
confronting women. University 
College. Information: Carol Robb, 
978-8746. 

• Thursday, October 20: Rivoli 
Women's Band Series features Angel 
Staccato and Friends. 334 Queen 
Street West. 

• Sunday, October 23: CBC FM 
presents "The Young in One 
Another's Arms" Anne Cameron's 
adaptation of Jane Rule's novel. 
Continued on Sunday, October 30. 
4:05 pm. 

• Sunday, October 23: WOODS day at 
Exhibition Stadium for an 
Argos/Ottawa football game. Info: 
530-4007. 

• Tuesday, October 25: Donna 
Marchand, feminist singer/song
writer. The Literary Argument Club, 
Brunswick House. $1. 

• Thursday, October 27: Rivoli 
Women's Band Series features Moral 
Lepers, a band from Vancouver, plus 
several women's f i lms. 334 Queen 
Street West. 
• Thursday, October 27: Pol Pelletier 
in "N ight Cows," readings by Marian 
Engel and Susan Musgrave. Part of 
"Facets of Feminist Cr i t i c ism" 
seminar, McMaster University. Info: 
Audrey Alexander, 525-9140, local 
4732. 
• Friday, October 28: Public Forum 
on legislated affirmative action, 
sponsored by a coalit ion of trade 
union, community and women's 
groups. Info: Ann Porter, 537-8651 or 
Sue Genge, 593-4891 (IWDC), or 
Shelley Atcheson, 441-2731 (OFL). 
Also Saturday, October 29. 

WEEK OF OCTOB 

October 31: Hallowe'en—Uppity Witches 
Unite! 
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