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FEATURE

INTEREST IN INCEST: It’s
not just feminists who have
brought the crime of incest
to public attention, but a
whole industry of social ser-
vices. The challenge for fem-
inists, according to Susan G.
Cole, will be to ensure that
treatment practices keep the
interests of child and women
survivors to the fore. Page 8.

NEWS

MEANINGFUL MEETINGS:
An international network of
women peace activists,
Women for a Meaningful
Sumimit, is a coalition of 90
organizations representing
millions of women. It wants
women more involved in the
politics of the arms race and
plans to put women forth as

ambassadors- for nuclear dis- -

armament. Jacqueline Swartz
reports. Page 5.

OUTSIDE BROADSIDE:
Don’t miss this month’s
calendar of Toronto women’s
events, for February 1987.
Page 15.

The W

AIDS & WOMEN: Why
should women be concerned
about Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome? How
can women protect them-
selves? Can lesbians get
AIDS? These and other
questions are answered on
page 4.

RETIREMENT PLANS?
Have you thought about
what happens after you’ve
turned 65? Will you be one
of the one-in-three elderly
women living in poverty?
Will you have any pension
income? Broadside presents a
primer on pensions. Page 6.

MOVEMENT MATTERS:
Read about an older.
women’s network forming in
Toronto; about the firing of
a fundamentalist family
court judge in Nova Scotia;
about R.E.A.L. Women
being turned down for
federal funds; about the
Winnipeg conference of the
National Association for
Women and the Law; and
more. Movement Matters,
page 7.

RIGHT vs. REFORM:

A powerful, homophobic
iobby which attacked the

sexual orientation amend-

ment to Ontario’s Bill 7
ended in failure. But their
“‘hysterical banterings’’
brought the legislative
process to a new low, and
the pamphlets and fliers they
distributed were ‘‘nothing
short. of despicable!” Ellen
Waxman comments. Page 3.

ARTS

DEMI/MONDE SURFACES:
A new women’s rock band

is hitting the circuits.
Demi/Monde combines com-
plex politics with complex
music in an unapologetic but
invigorating way. Sandy
Alexander interviews band-
members. Page 11.

DUB TO DISC: Toronto
Dub poet Lillian Allen
successfully makes the
transition from poetry to
music in her new album,
Revolutionary Tea Party.
““The album is full of
musical treats, but none of
them overshadows Allen’s
poetry,”’ says reviewer Tori

‘Smith. Page 12.

COMING BACK: In her
recent book Albuquerque:
Coming Back to the USA
author Margaret Randall
chronicles the difficulties of
returning home after 23
years in Mexico, Cuba and
Nicaragua. Her choice to
return, and her effort to
reclaim citizenship, ‘‘has
made her a victim of the
American bureaucratic
system,’ says reviewer
Amanda Hale. Page 12.

IMMEDIATE CRISIS:

The 4-Play Festival’s lesbian
play ‘“‘Immediate Family,”’
directed by Keltie Creed,
faces the issue of whether a
dying woman’s lover has the
right to ““pull the plug’ in
contradiction to the wishes
of the immediate family.
Reviewed by Amanda Hale.
Page 13.

IN MEMORIAM: Though
novelist Margaret Laurence
died recently, she will live on
in her timeless novels, novels
which though not explicitly
feminist were inherently fem-
inist in perspective. A tribute
by Margaret Gail Osachoff.
Page 13.
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Moving!?

Send Broadside your
subscriber’s address label
with your new address.
Please give us 4 to 6 weeks
advance notice.

Sheer Quality

Just a note to say how impressed I was by the
sheer quality of your December/Januaryissue.
Megan Ellis’s article on prostitution opened
up a window to a whole world of thought;
Mary O’Brien’s review of Marilyn French’s
Beyond Power was solid and thoughtful; and
Sheila Mcintyre’s memo describing life in law
school just had this academic jumping up and
down with outrage at her experience and
delight at her writing.

Joan Baril
Thunder Bay, Ont.

P.S. A query? Are there no feminist games" No
feminist Trivial Pursuit?

(Ed. note: In an upcoming issue of Broadside,

we will be running a feminist crossword by
Judith Quinlan.)

Nicaraguan Solidarity

Broadside:

- Tt was wonderful to read the article, ‘‘Context

for Feminism—Revolution in Nicaragua,’ by
‘Amanda Hale (October 1986). I congratulate
the Toronto women’s group on the success of
their tour. I am encouraged to see a Canadian
feminist newspaper relate the story, as for too
long we have ignored international women’s

issues. The article has been photocopied nu- -

merous times and passed on to Nicaraguans.

Asonewho also arrived in Nicaraguaviaa
tour, I have since remained to better under-
stand the lives of Nicaraguan women. As a
working class woman, the decision to accom-
pany a tour was difficult—financially and po-
litically. My criticism of tours is that they
usually consist of white middle claszgeople

and they ofter-weflect white ;! e clagdideo-
logy—while hete and on thei feturn home.
Tours do receive a rather sheltered look at reali-
ty here. ‘““Everyday life’’ in' Nicaragua is not
eating steak or travelling in air-conditioned

buses, sleeping in the best hotels or talking with
(well rehearsed) diplomats of the revolution.
Although feminist tours do tend to
recognize the importance of having working
class/poor women—as well as women of col-
our and lesbians—they are often treated as
tokens. Lower income women pay a higher
price to go: they may have difficulty getting
time off work, they may have to arrange for
child care, or they may not get acceptance from
friends/family, who may criticize tours as be-
ingextravagant holidays. Ironically, it is these
women who can find more similarities be-

-tween their lives and Nicaraguan, and perhaps

they are iess shocked by the conditions of pov-
erty here. As the sole native woman on our tour
said, “This reminds me of the reservation [
grew upin.’

As1Istay onin Nicaragua, it becomes more
apparent how vital solidarity tours can be, The
more people who visit and return home to
educate others, the less likely is the chance of
American invasion. I find most Nicaraguans

quite encouraged by international tours des-

pite the inconveniences caused by shuffling
around revolutionary tourists while also fight-
ing American aggression.

Before leaving Canada, I read a report in the
Globe and Mail which said the Nicaraguan
government was discouraging tours as a drain
on food supplies and people’s energy. I've asked
various Nicaraguan journalists if this is true.
No, they replied, this was the first time they had
heard about it. But they were not surprised, as
they are quite aware how international presses
distort coverage about Nicaragua. It’s well
known that these stories are created by the
many reporters employed by the CIA. Another
story I read commented on a typhoid epidemic
in Nicaragua—of course, it also was not true.

Although the Broadside article correctly
connects feminist organizing with AMNLAE
and the Women’s Legal Office, it must be
understood that they do not address all women.
These organizations, especially AMNLAE,
have been openly criticized for only represent-
ing middie class women (sound familiar?) or
those women connected to FSLN movements.
This ignores a vast majority of women—
mainly the working class and poor.

In Nicaragua feminist theory is often re-
served for academic and privileged women.
Booksand literature are simply not available to
most women and when they are, it probably

won’t relate to her needs. These women, often
the sole supporters of their families, work over
12 hour days for minimum pay and are not
protected by any labour standards. In particu-
lar, many domestic workers must travel many
miles (sometimes across the country) in order
to find work, and see their family once a
month, if they can afford to.

Because of the American aggression against
Nicaragua, the majority of men have been
mobilized to the front. This has resulted in a
dramatic change in the Nicaraguan family,
The-“family’’ now consists of a mother, her
daughters and likely her daughters’ ehildren:
In my opinion, this removal of men has allow-
ed for thé natural rise of women’s organizing,
which is happening in Nicaragua. There simp-
ly aren’t the men to silence the women as they
demand their rights. Toc often the ““revolu-
tion’’ gets the credit for confronting women’s
oppression, when in fact it is the wormnen doing
the work because now they have the freedom to
speak and move.

Thé real test will be when men return from
the front. Already problems exist. Many men
returning are unable to accept the changes in
women and results have been violence towards
women, especially in the home. Fortunately
the Nicaraguan government has recognized
the problem and is trying to confront it before
the men return home, by providing education
on the changes in society.

The long term effect to women of the
American aggressioh against Nicaragua is yet
to be known. What is known is Nicaragua, at

~ this point, could not exist without women’s

work. Women do suffer immensely-—they
work double days, there is constant stress in the
death of family members, there are shortages
in water and food and a lack of quality health
care and child care.

In the midst of this war, Nicaraguan women
are gaining world-wide recognition and are
seen as the hope for freedom of all Central
American countries. It is important that
worren’s solidarity groups exist, as the many
other solidarity groups/organizations will
never recognize women’s issues as a priority.
Yet, it is important that we maintain our soli-
darity for all women of Nicaragua-—-not just
for those who have the means to be heard.

Kim Irving
Managua, Nicaragua

EDITORIAL

Sudden Death

Of all the alternative periodicals being pub-
lished in Toronto, the Body Politic seemed
the one least likely to fold due to economic
circumstance. The recent decision by Pink
Triangle Press to cease publishing the BP
came as a surprise to us at Broadside, and
as sad news.. With so few magazines in
Canada, and with each of us struggling to
remain solvent, the loss of one is felt by all.
Court cases and police raids through the sev-
enties had not been able to stop the BP, yet
money, or what has been described as
‘‘subscriptions stalling at 7000;” has and did.

From a publisher’s point of view 7000 sub-
scribers is nothing to sneeze at. One can spec-
ulate that the perpetual increase of sub-
scriptions must have become a requisite for
keeping the paper alive. Many magazines in
Canada endure with 1/10 that many readers.
No doubt that small circulation magazines
are often less attractive and more infrequent,
but they exist due to the commitment of their
editorial boards.

The suddenness of the Pink Triangle Press’
decision has evoked some malcontent within
the lesbian and gay community: readers were
neither consulted nor warned, and the closure
has been described by some as arrogant. In-
deed, the BP was running full page subscrip-
tion ads in their January 1987 issue, about
the same time that we were reading about the
closure in the Globe and Mail, or hearing it
on the CBC’s national Arts Report. One of

the editorials in that issue was called ““Our
First 15 Years’’—would readers have liked to
know that it was also their last?

For a good example of how to bow out
gracefully, first prize must go to the Sisters
of Perpetual Indulgence, who recently closed
their Toronto chapter. They first placed ads

in the Body Politic and Rites (the other mag-
“azine for gay and lesbian liberation) saying

that they were re-evaluating their direction
and could they please have feedback. Two
months later, more ads were placed explain-
ing their decision to cease operation, to de-
scribe where the leftover money was being
sent, and to bid a proper adieu.

One could speculate about the ways in
which the closure of the BP might have been
averted through cost recovery plans, or
through a change in expectations towards
financial growth. The BP seemed to have
such momentum, especially now as the eco-
nomically independent male is being recog-
nized as a new target audience for advertisers.
Pink Triangle seemed to have the things that
money can buy: typesetting equipment, an
art room, subscription packages, and fancy
telephones. They also had the things that
community brings: devoted staff—up to
seven people working long hours for very
modest pay, the ongoing support of volun-
teers, and support from the Gay Community
Appeal, a Toronto based funding body, for
such things as a computer printer, and just

recently, $1000 to revamp the phone systerm.

Beyond the economics of the situation, the
closing of the BP represents a political crisis,
the unreconcilability of a political conscious-
ness with the larger audience of the lesbian
and gay consumer. In the BP’s early years it
was published with a strong commitment to
feminism and gender analysis. Of late, sour-
ness over censorship as a primary issue made
much of feminism suspect and the conflict
over a racist classified ad brought discontent
to a boil both inside and outside the pages
of the paper. One regrets the extent to which
the BP has alienated itself from its commu-
nity: in the Globe and Mail Ken Popert de-
scribed the BP as the only English language
paper of its kind, overlooking the existence
of a rival paper, Rites. In three years of pub-
lishing Rifes has, in the name of liberation
for gay and lesbian people, consistently illu-
minated the links between their liberation and
other struggles, feminism among the many.

While the BP’s focus has shifted over the
vears, we regret the loss of a voice for gay
and lesbian liberation. Sadly, the closure
comes just at a time when we were celebra-
ting the inclusion of gay and lesbian rights
in the Ontario Human Rights Code. Its ab-
sence will be felt by the community now that
the BP will no longer document our strug-
¢les and our changes, as we live through the
crisis of AIDS and celebrate the institution
of gay and lesbian rights.
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‘Moral Defenders and Definers

by Ellen Waxman

After an intense five days and fifteen hours
of debate, the sexual orientation amendment
to Bill 7, the act designed to prevent discrim-
ination in housing, work and the provision
of services, was finally passed by the Ontario
Legislature on December 2 by a vote-of 64-45.
While a historic victory, the debate surround-
ing the amendment reflected a vicious homo-
phobic lobby effort spearheaded by the same
people who lead the attack on reproductive
choice. Organizations such as R.E.A.L.
Women, Renaissance Ontario and Morality
for the Nation inundated the Legislature and
individual MPPs with a mountain of material
that can only be characterized as hate
literature.

In introducing the amendment, Attorney
General Ian Scott said that fear is the lowest
human motive for acting. For the many poli-
ticians who spoke against the amendment, it
was clear that fear, based on ignorance and
misinformation, underlay much of their
homophobic sentiments.

While the existence (and threat) of lesbians
was largely absenf from the material, the at-
tacks on gay men were nothing short of
despicable. Gay men were charged with just
aboit every sacial ill from child abuse to dis-
ease to murder. ’

In attempting to lend legitimacy to
discrimination, the right winhg argued for the
freedom of non-association. R.E.A.L.
Women, in their widely-circulated pamphlet,
““Laws protecting Homosexuals or ‘Sexual
Orientation’ Legislation—how it will affect
Canadians;’ explain:

Aren’t homosexuals discriminated
against ‘‘as a minority”’?

No. Everyone is against discrimination.
The word connotes prejudice and bigotry.
But there is a difference between permitting
discrimination on an irrational basis (race)
and permitting erhployers, landlords, or
others 1o exercise a sound discretion based
on a legitimate factor {moral character).
Homosexuality is a pseudorsexual disorder,
Refusing to pass laws giving special privi-
leges to homosexuals is not discrimination.

Having shown us the logic for discrimination,
R.E.A.L. Women then proceed to reveal the
connection with prostitution:

As he (gay man) begins to lose his attrac-
tiveness, he resorts to buying sex. That need
has given rise to a subculture or prostitu-
tion of boys and younger men in inner.
cities.

They go on:

Many homosexuals, because they cannot
procreate, must recruit—often the young.
They promote recruiting “‘straights?” With
new legislation such seduction becomes per-
missible and acceptable.

The right proclaimed themselves to be not
only the defenders of morality but also its
definers. Renaissance Ontario demanded that
members of Cabinet declare their sexual
orientation in public. The Coalition for Family
‘Values, made up of organizations such as the
National Citizens Coalition, the Canadian
Organization of Small Business, the Ontario
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, charged
that the amendment inappropriately inter-
fered with moral choice and that ‘‘traditional
family values, strong marriages and the right
to set high moral standards for the commu-
nity are essential building bilocks in a free and
democratic society?’

Perhaps the most insidious madterial of all .

came from John Alexander, president of
Morality in the Nation. In a letter circulated
to all MPPs, Alexander wrote:

Perhaps you have been told that homosex-
uality has nothing to do with employability.
Do you know that their sexual practice
.centers around human waste and urine
(“‘water sports’’). Can we expect to give
them special hiring rights in the food indus-
try, medicine, first-aid, etc.

Morality in the Nation circulated a series of
pamphlets published by the US Institute for
the Scientific Investigation of Sexuality,
under titles such as “Murder, Violence and
Homosexuality;” ‘‘AIDS, the Blood Supply
and Homosexuality;” ‘“What Homosexuals
Do (It’s More than Merely Disgusting)’’ and
“‘Criminality, - Social Disintegration and
Homosexuality?” Each pamphlet contained
the following statement:

Viable societies are organized to sustain them-
selves by producing and educating succeed-
ing generations. Each individual is expected
to repay society for all he has inherited by
creating-and nurturing a new-generation. . .
Homosexuals renounce their social obliga-
tion and slavishly devote themselves to self-
aggrandizement. They rob society:to plea-
sure themselves. ..

Homosexuals often spend their ‘‘extra’’
disposable income roaming the world in
search of sexual adventure. Because of their
promiscuity and incredibly unsanitary sex-
ual practices, pathogens once localized in a
given geographic region are rapidly being
spread throughout the world. AIDS s a first
fruit of this process and many more plagues
stemming from homosexual behaviour are
bound to occur. Homosexuals have already
compromised the nation’s blood supply and
are straining the resources of the medical
community. . .

+ Having acquired a monstrous habit they
cannot feel good about themselves until
everyone is driven by sexual release. Tortured
by their own lack of productivity they can-
not rest until the lives of others are as trivial
as their own. The only way they can assure
that unfavorable comparisons cannot be

made is to persuade heterosexuality to
become as empty and mean as homo-
sexuality. . .

Drug addicts endanger themselves and
others, but knowing that they do wrong they
skulk in the dark or pretend that they are
not captives of their vice. They ply their

- habit to escape the world. Of all the vices,
only homosexuality constitutes a conspiracy
against society. . .

Under the guise of scientific investigation,
the pamphlets are full of contradictory
“evidence’” and inflammatory lies. One pam-
phlet, ‘“Child Molestation and Homosexual-
ity;’ stated in the space of two pages that gay
men were twelve times more likely to molest
children than heterosexual men, that gay
teachers were seven times more likely to
molest their students, and then that gay
teachers were 100 times more likely to molest
their students! Another pamphlet informed
interested legislators that they were fifteen
times more apt to be killed by a gay person
than a heterosexual during the course of a
sexual murder spree. Another claimed that
kissing a friend or family member who prac-
tices gay sex, or shaking hands with themn and
then touching one’s eyes, nose or mouth
could result in deadly infection. One of the
only references to lesbians in all of the pam-
phlets is that lesbians are twelve times more
apt to have ever had oral infection from
penile contact than heterosexual wonien—
a ‘““fact’”” which seemed to require no
explanation!

¢

For those sitting in the galleries,
restraint was often difficuit.
Much was maide of the protec-
tion of family values. The public
was told that homosexuality
interferes with God’'s plans.

Th hyseerical bantering of the homo-
phobic lobby found its way into the public
record during the legislative debates. For
those sitting in the galleries, restraint was
often difficult. Much was made of the pro-
tection of family values. The public was told
by politicians that the family unit is supreme,
that the birth rate declined in Quebec as a
result of gay rights anti-discrimination laws,
that homosexuality interferes with God’s
plans for the family and that ‘““woman was
made for man and man for woman, and no
other mix fits, according to the plan for the
world!” One could only wonder why, if the
heterosexual family is so strong and superior,
it needs discriminatory legislation to protect it.

Perhaps the most insulting of all homo-
phobic attacks came from the Tory member
from Mississauga South, Margaret Marland.
She attacked the report of the Committee for
Gay Rights in Ontario for not mentioning the
murder of twelve-year-old Emanual Jacques,

a decade old crime. No one heard her decry
the fates of Alison Parrot or Nicole Morin
or any of the young children who have suf-
fered or died at the hands of heterosexual
men. She contended that without legislating
values and morality we would have a society
out of control. For Marland, the solution was
simple—if gay men and lesbians would stop
flaunting their sexuality, there would be no
discrimination:

If I were gay or wanted to rent an apart-
ment or to apply for a job, there wonld be
nothing to stop me from doing these things
unless I demonstrated this difference, That
is the whole point of this debate in the
Legislature, It is not the fact that people are
gay or lesbian that impedes them from ac-
cess from any of those areas: it is the fact
that they choose to derdonstrate that they
are gay or lesbian.

It is indeed a sad commentary that politicians
hope to win future elections on the basis of
promoting hate.

There were more enlightened moments
during the debate. Liberal members, inclu-
ding Attorney-General lan Scott, Treasurer
Bob Nixon and Liberal whip Joan Smith rose
to speak in favour of the amendment as did
Tory members Susan Fish, Larry Grossman
and Phil Gillies and New Democrats Richard
Johnston, Ross McClellan and Evelyn
Gigantes, the initiator of the amendment.
While appealing to the notion of human
rights and countering the most blatant homo-
phobic attacks, few, however, were able to
come to grips with pervasive heterosexist
thinking. Evelyn Gigantes and Susan Fish
were two notable exceptions. Fish, in a pas-
sionate speech, spoke of the true betrayers of
family values as being the perpetrators of
wife abuse, of child abuse, as consumers of
exploitative, pornographic material—
heterosexual men. Gigantes denounced the
heterosexual male-dominated system which
treats men who will not join them as traitors
and which condoned the murder of a gay
man (in High Park} by young people who
considered it acceptable to murder homo-
sexuals.

Even in supporting the passage of the
amendment, heterosexism was obvious. NDP
leader Bob Rae called for tolerance, imply-
ing a moral obligation on the part of the
superior to endure the actions of others.
Premier David Peterson, while proclaiming
to the Legislature that he would embrace a
homosexual member of this family, com-
mented, “‘Of course, I would look at myself

and ask, “What did I do wrong?’ ”’

The passage of Bill 7 marks an important
victory in the struggle for gay and lesbian
rights in Ontario. But it represents only one
step in the fight against homophobia and
heterosexism which is so all-encompassing.

Ellen Waxman is a Toronto feminist and
member of the International Women’s Day
Committee.
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Productions Presents

* Heather Bishop ¥

With friends
Sherry Shute, Kris Purdy and Catherine MacKay

Friday, March 27th, 1987
8:00 pm. St. Paul’s Centre, Trinity Church,
427 Bloor St. West, Toronto

For more information, Call (416) 925-6568

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!

Only 30¢ a word (35 minimum, pre-paid).
Space available. For information, see back

page, or cali Broadside, {(416) 598-3513.
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Why should women be concerned about
AIDS?

In North America, most people with AIDS
are men. Up to the end of January 1986, there
have been only two cases of women with
AIDS in Ontario. However, because AIDS is
a sexually-transmitted disease, women can be-
come infected and infect others. They can
carry the virus and pass it to their infants in
the womb, during birth or through
breastfeeding.

While it is possible for women to hecome
infected with AIDS, it is also easy for them
to protect themselves from the disease. To
prevent the spread of the disease, to under-
stand its effects and to reduce their risk of
exposure, women should know the facts
about AIDS.

Which groups of women are most at risk?

The AIDS virus is transmitted in four

known ways:

e through certain kinds of sexual
intercourse;

e through sharing eontaminated needles

_ Oor syringes;

e through transfusion of infected blood
or blood products;

e from an infected mother to an infant in
the womb, during the birthing process
or through breastmilk.

Certain groups of women are at greater risk

of exposure to the AIDS virus and should

take precautions. They are:

e Women whose sexual partners have
AIDS or are carriers of the AIDS virus;

¢ Prostitutes;

¢ Women who have multiple sexual
contacts; .

¢ Women whaose sexual partners are
bisexual or have had homosexual con-
tacts since 1980 (when AIDS probably
first occurred in Canada);

¢ Women who are intravenons drug
abusers and share needles and
equipment;

¢ Women whose sexual partners abuse
drugs;

© Women who received or whose sexual
partners received many blood or blood
product transfusions between 1980 and
November 1985 (when the Red Cross
began screening blood);

® Women who have been artificially
inseminated with donor semen. If the
donor’s blood was not tested for the
AIDS virus antibody, the semen could
carry the AIDS virus and the women
would be at a very slight risk of infection.

How can women protect themselves
against AIDS?

e The surest way to protect yourself is to

avoid sexual contact with:

~ anyone whose history and health
status is unknown;

- multiple partners or with persons
who have had multiple partners;

- bisexual men or men who have had a

. homosexual contact since 1980;

- persons who abuse intravenous drugs.

¢ If you think your sexual partner may

have been exposed to the AIDS virus:

- Insist that your partner use a con-
dom. This will reduce some of the
risk. Condoms can also protect you
from other sexually-transmitted
diseases such as syphilis,

- Don’t indulge in any activities in

which semen or blood enters the
vagina, anus or mouth.

- If you want to be extra careful,
abstain from ‘‘deep-kissing”’. The risk
is slight, but the AIDS virus has been
found in small amounts in the saliva
of infected people and might get into
another person’s bloodstream through
cuts or sores in the mouth.

- Don’t abuse drugs. If you are an
1V, drug user, never share needles or
syringes. Assistance for drug abusers
is available from the Addiction
Research Foundation.

- Prostitutes risk exposure to the AIDS
virus. Counselling and information
are available from the AIDS Commit-
tee of Toronto (ACT).

What about blood transfusions?

The Red Cross has been screening all blood
donations for AIDS virus antibodies since
November 1, 1985. Blood that tests positive
for the AIDS virus antibody is not used for
transfusion. This procedure has further re-
duced the very slight risk of getting AIDS
from blood Iransfusions. You cannot get
AIDS from donating blood.

What about artificial insemination?

If you are planning artificial insemination,
check with your doctor to ensure that the
donor’s blood has been tested and does not
contain the AIDS virus antibody.

How can women with the AIDS virus
antibody in their bloodstream protect others?

if you have AIDS or AIDS virus anti-
bodies in your blood, you are very likely to
be infectious. To reduce the risk of passing
the AIDS virus to someone else:

¢ Tell your sexual partner.

¢ Insist that your sexual partner use
condoms.

* During your menstrual period, abstain
from sexual activities that would expose
your partner to your blood.

e Wrap and carefully dispose of any
blood-soiled products (napkins or
tampons). .

» Don’t share razors, toothbrushes 5r

- other implements which might be con-
taminated with your blood. Avoid any
activities that would expose people or
equipment to your blood, such as elec-
trolysis, tattooing and ear piercing.

¢ Consult your doctor if you are plan-
ning a pregnancy. Infants born to in-
fected women may acquire the AIDS
yirus in the womb and those who do so
usually die in infancy.

- e The AIDS virus has also been found in

breast milk. If you have a baby, consult
your doctor before deciding to breast-
feed.

e [nform anyone who provides you with
health care and may come into contact
with your blood—such as doctars, den-
tists or nurses—so they can take ade-
quate precautions.

Is a woman who lives in a household with
someone who has AIDS at risk?

1t depends whether the contact is casual,
care-giving or sexual.

With casual contact—even daily—there’s
no risk. Extensive studies of families of AIDS
patients have found not one case of the dis-
ease being spread through everyday contact.

Oméﬂg

DS and . Safety

Not one case of AIDS has been transmitted
by casual contact from parent to child, from
child to brother or sister, or from child to
parent. There's no danger in sharing bath-
rooms; food, kitchenware or clothes. There’s
no risk from touching, hugging or kissing
without the exchange of saliva.

If a woman is giving personal care to some-
one who has AIDS and may come in con-
tact with the infected person’s blood or urine,
there’s a very slight risk. To prevent the virus
from entering her bloodstream through cuts
or sores on her hands, she should wear plas-
tic, disposable gloves and wash her hands

- thoroughly when handling body fluids from

the AIDS patient.

If a woman has sexual relations with a per-
son who has AIDS, the risk is much greater.
She and her partner should take precautions
and avoid pregnancy. They may want to con-
tact their doctor or local public health unit
for counselling.

Many of the health care workers and
laboratory staff giving care to AIDS patients
are women, Are they at risk?

Only health care workers and laboratory
staff who handle body fluids, such as blood,
semen, feces and urine of AIDS patients are
at any risk. They should follow the infection
control practices and procedures recommend-
ed in their institutions se the AIDS virus will
not have the opportunity to enter their
bloodstreams. i

Several hundred health care workers

.- worldwide have accidentally pricked them-

selves with needles contaminated with the
AIDS virus. Twenty-six have been found to
have the AIDS virus antibody in their blood-
stream. However, only three of the 26 are not
members of a high risk group and, as no con-
sistent pre-testing was done, even those three
could have been exposed to the virus before

their accident. As of the end of February
1986, none of the health care workers has
developed AIDS.

Are lesbians likely to get AIDS?

No. There is no evidence of AIDS being
transmitted from an infected woman to
another woman through sexual contact.
However, contact with menstrual blood, which
may contain the AIDS virus, should be
avoided.

Should women be tested for the AIDS virus
antibody?

If you are not in a high-risk group (e.g. sek-
ual partners of people with AIDS or AIDS
carriers, I.V. drug abusers, prostitutes, recip-
ients of many blood or blood product trans-
fusions before November 1985), you are un-
likely to be exposed to the AIDS virus and
do not need to be tested.

If you are a member of a high-risk group:
or think you may have been exposed to the
AIDS virus, you may want to be tested. This
is particularly important if you are consider-
ing having a child.

Although there is no test available that will -
identify the AIDS virus, there is a blood test
that will tell you if you have antibodies to the
AIDS virus in your blood.

Don’t make a blood donation in order to
have the blood test. If you want to be tested,
contact your doctor.

If the test shows that you have AIDS virus
antibodies in your blood, this does not mean
you have AIDS, It does mean that you have
been exposed to the AIDS virus, you are like-
ly to be infectious, and you should take
precautions.

(From a fact sheet prepared by the Ontario
Public Education Panel on AIDS)
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by Joanna Kadi

TORONTO — A nrulticultural women’s move-
ment wouid be more reflective of all women’s
lives and would be a serious step toward elim-
inating the racism of mainstream feminism,
according to Sandra Camacho and Marta
Garcia, two feminist organizers from New

- York City.

Camacho, co-director of New York Women
Against Rape, and Garcia, currently developing
a film on battering in the Hispanic community,
were in Toronto recently for a cornference on
racism and violence against women.

In an interview after the conference, Garcia
and Camacho discussed their understanding
of how racism affects the women’s movement,
and how they have learned, through working
on issues with their own political groups, some
of the ways in which cultural insensitivity can
be overcome. One way is understanding that
women of colour cannot be lumped into one
group. ‘‘We are coming from different histor-
ies and cultures, and we were integrated into
the country in a different way,”” Camacho said.
“We can’t ignore that?’ For example, her Puer-
to Ricair foremothers and fathers experienced
assimilation differently than Black people;
they were not brought as slaves, and have been
able to move between Puerto Rico and the US.
Camacho visited Puerto:Rico last year, and it
was a powerful experience for her in her search
for roots and identity -as a Puerto Rican
woman. She says Latina women need to un-
earth their history of resistance just as Black

women have.

During the conference, Camacho offered
another suggestion: expand the feminist un-
derstanding of rape and battering—as one way
men keep women in our place—to include a
framework of how violence affects women dif-
ferently, something current feminist programs
often. don’t reflect. Camacho was part of a
group which recently organized a conference
for women of colour at which issues of forced
sterilization, reproductive rights, rape and bat-
tering were examined from an inclusive per-
spective, acknowledging different issues for
women of colour; it also looked at how naming
violence perpetuated by men of colour can feed

into racist stereotypes, and the difficulties of
looking to racist instititions for heip.

As radical women of colour, Garcia and
Camacho do not see themselves as part of
mainstream feminism: ‘‘We see the main-
stream trying to change the position of women
within the existing system. We want to change
the system so it’s a better system for all. . ..
We don’t see that the situation for women of
colour will change under the current system,’
said Garcia. They still do some work within
the system—Camacho’s work with New York
Women Against Rape involves working with
police for appropriate responses to viclence
against women—while they seek fundamen-
tal change. Camacho also pointed out that it
may be easier for fringe groups to hold a more
radical outlook because they are not entrenched
within the system and have little to lose, where-

‘as mainstream groups with more resources and

power do.

Garcia and Camacho are involved in several
political groups in New York City, including
the Network for the Rights of Undocumented
Women. (Undocumented refers to people
from such countries as Haiti or Central Amer-
ica, who are in the US illegally—they were
formerly known as aliens.) Garcia said the net-
work began two years ago after some groups
she works with received crisis calls from un-
documented women who were raped, battered,
harassed, and without shelter. The network
was set up to provide resources for those
women and groups working with them. Garcia

noted that currently the majority of un-

documented people are women, indicating a
need for a feminist perspective on this issue.

Some of these issues were raised during the
Toronto conference. Camacho also discussed
the importanee of lesbians of colour break-
ing silence and coming out. This is something
she does, in spite of some negative results,
because she believes people within and out-
side of the women’s movement must know of
the existence and contributions of lesbians of
colour. Active work against homophobia is
currently a key focus of New York Women
Against Rape. ’ C
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by Jacqueline Swartz

What if women were in charge of the ‘‘arrus
race;’ or rather of the project-of bringing last-
ing peace to the planet? What would female
““ministers ‘and members: of parliament and
-leaders.of peace groups do if they were hand-
ed over the conflicts that'menace the world
with destruction. What if the world’s leaders
aid to them; ,“Here, we've failed; there are
still wars; there is still deadly. competltlon for
:the most effective killer weapons
try to bring pedce’’? .
"An extensive 1nternat10na1 coalmon of:90
“Organizations represenfing millions of women
- in governmem: and in peace groups is trying
to. do just that. Of course, the sceptre of
. powerhasn’t been handed to them. Instead,
they ‘have to keep repeating something that
shoiild be troublingly obvious: that half the
‘world has almost no say in stopping its de-
struction. Furthermore, on the governmental
level, it’s'still considered weird when women
ry 1o get involved. in nuclear issues: Thus
- when US Congresswoman Patricia Shroeder
said she wanted to sit on the Armed Services
‘Committee, the response was first'disbelief
and then derision.

hoc coalition of women leaders and organiza-
tions around the world, was formed in 1985
" with the intention of putting women forth as
ambassadors for nuclear disarmament. The
goal is to stop all nuclear testing, halt Star
Wars, and shift funds from weapons to
development. To do this, WMS has organized
itself into a high-powered lobby group. It sent
a delegation of 35 American women to the
Geneva summit in 1985, and they met with
General Secretary Gorbachev and with
Charles Thomas, US Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Canadian and European
affairs — Reagan refused to meet with them.

Since then, a WMS delegation has visited
the embassies of eleven NATO and Warsaw
Pact countries. In August of 1986, WMS sent
two representatives to Mexico for the meeting
of the Five Continents Peace Initiative.called
by the presidents and prime ministers of
Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden
and Tanzania. One of the representatives was
Margarita Papandreou, president of the
Women’s Union of Greece. In her official
capacity, she met with her husband Andreas,
Greece’s Prime Minister. The other repre-
sentative, Karen Mulhauser, Chair of the
WMS Coordinating Committee and Execu-
tive Director of the Washington based
Citizens Against Nuclear War, also met with
leaders from the six countries.

WMS was in Iceland, during the October
pre-summit meeting between Reagan and
Gorbachev. It will continue to lobby the
superpowers at every major arms talk.

* * *

All this sounded admirable but amorphous
to me until I saw WMS people in action. Four
months after signing her first WMS petition,
Margarita Papandreou—and the Women’s
Union of Greece—hosted an ihternational
conference in Athens last November.

The setting, a graceful neoclassic building
in the middle of a park with orange trees in
bloom and peacocks whooshing by—was in
harmony with the meeting itself, which was
in harmony with the message: women, acting
upon their best values, can help the world
turn to peace; women are skilled at resolv-
ing conflicts in such a way that there is no
winner and no loser. And something else.
Women, just because they are ministers or
members of parllament, don’t have to be-
come male-identified. They don’t have to be
afraid of admitting they are feminists—instead
they can proclaim it.

‘“Weicome to the land of Lysistrata)’ an-
nounced Margarita Papandreou opening the
meeting. She was, of course, referring to the
ancient Greek comedy in which women re-

fuse to make love until their husbands stop
making war. But this conference was about
women’s ability to make peace. ‘““Women give
life; men make war}’ Papandreou said flatly.
She added that one cannot isolate the issues
of equality, development and peace—the
themes of the U.N. Decade of Women. ‘“The
connections are there, so patently evident in
the questions ‘Can we have peace in a patri-
archal world?’ and ‘Can there be proper
development of the Third World in the midst
of a nuclear arms race?’ ”’
Papandreou characterized the meeting at
. Reykjavik between the twe superpower leaders

. now you

‘“Women For A Meanmgful Summit, an ad

as the beginning of a promising phase in the
history of nuclear negotiations. But when the
news came about the breakdown of talks at
Geneva, and the US refusal to. negotiate on
Star Wars, she added: “‘Are we to be hostages
to the obstinate insistence’ of one man: to
develop a hypothetical defense system which

extends.the ugliness of international confhct k

to outer.space? I say no.-We worrien say no;’
she said with majestic anger as 130 women
applauded. Included were o_ver 70 members
of governments and women’s-organizations
from 35 countries in five continents.
-Mexican Senator Sylvia Hernandez,
president-elect of the World Parliamentarians
for Peace; -Maj: Britt Theorin, Swedish MP
and President of World Women' Parliamen-
tarians. for peace and chalrperson of. the

Swedish Disarmament Commission; Indaan' :

Minister for Women, Margaret Alva, were
some of the WMS members who attended the
Athens.conference. Madeleine Gilchrist, from

~ the Voice of Women, and Rosemary Brown
represented ..Canada. Ivanova. Tatiana -

Georgevna, vice-president of the presidency
of the Supreme-Soviet represented her coun-
try: on-a-high-official:level.

The first day of the conference Georgevna

and US delegate, Karen Mulhauser, made it a
point to meet for breakfast. They were deter-
mined, says Muthauser, to begin by transcend-
ing the political ideology of their respective
countries, Argentine and British representa-
tives did the same. And in one of the most
moving moments of the canferenee, Drora
Cass, representing the International Center for
Peace in the Middle East, interrupted her own
speech, turned to the Syrian delegates (in-
cluding Minister of Cultare, Najah El Attar)
and said: ““The borders of Isracland Syria are
permeable not only to radiation, but to ra-
diance?” Has something been learned from
the example of the UN conference at Nairobi,
so fraught with the weight of ideological and
national conflict?

Said Ann Hercus, New Zealand Minister
of Police and Social Welfare: ““There is a
magic, a bond of sisterhood here. With the
most amazing speed, scores of women from
different countries put together a communi-
que which would have taken men a month,
in my opinion, to prepare. That grace, that
flexibility can be turned to advantage in
struggling for peace?’” New Zealand’s first
female Minister of Police explained that
women, to get political power, have had to
learn the ropes of a man’s world. ‘“Now it’s
time the men who run the system learn our
feminist values—and to be altered by them?’

Cooperation, sensitivity, reaching out—
at the Athens conference they came alive not
as empty platitudes, but as sturdy guiding
principles that extended from the warmth of
a greeting to the goodwill and determination
mustered to circumvent ideological differ-
ences. As much as ever, the personal is polit-
ical. There was a feeling that the survival of
all of us depends on that wisdom.

There was also interesting discussion about
hard facts. ‘‘Sure we have to educate our-
selves;’ said Mulhauser. ‘‘But it’s nat that
daunting. I bet Donald Regan didn’t know
what a throw weight was before he went to
work for President Reagan!’

Scilla Maelean, a researcher with the
Oxford Research Group, explained how the
all-woman team worked for five years to iden-
tify the people and institutions that are most
powerful in creating, selling and funding nu-
clear weapons. How Nuclear Weapons Are
Made, published this year by Macmillan,
points to 800 key decision makers. Not sur-
prisingly, only four are wamen. “‘And they
probably wouldn’t agree with what we are
saying at this conference]” Maclean noted.
She said that nuclear weapons take so long
to make—ten to fifteen years—that they are
not controlled in the west by political leaders.
Often they are created by scientists working
in a value free vacuum, and are dreamed up
before they are even requested. The perceived
need comes from intelligence agencies who
calculate the ‘‘enemy threat)’

Lobbying is a very appropriate priority for
women at this time, Maclean explained.
““Many of these 800 people work in low pro-
file or semi-secret situations—it’s up to us to
reach them?’

" Yet there are still limits to how much
women, even womern in government, can ac-
complish together. For example, in contrast
to the Soviet women’s cordial discussion with
the US delegation about the importance of

lysistrata at

Karen Mulhauser, USA (left), Margarita Papandreou,

page five

Greece, and Ivanova Tatiana Georgovna, USSR.

women shaping policy, Ivanova Tatiana
Georgevna’s offieial remarks from the podium
were a pointed attack on the US. Even more
startling was the difference between the Syrian
delegation’s speech that was delivered, and the
anti-Israel diatribe that was handed
out later.

“It’s a relief to be able to write my own
speeches, not to have government approval
or a male chaperone]’ said Mulhauser. Yet she
suffers from censorship, US style. ‘‘President
Reagan seems to have a magical hold on what
gets covered in the media, and how?” At the
Geneva summit, she noted, scores of Euro-
pean reporters covered the substance of the
issues. When WMS did attract the American
press, she explained, ‘‘we were trivialized; we
were asked what we thought of Nancy and
Raisa’s dresses!”’

Ingleed, at the Athens conference the North
American press was represented by the local
wire services, Ms. Magazine—and myself.
Was this to mean that when I returned to
Canada the following day, newspapers and
radio would be scrambling to get the story?
Quite the contrary. The response I got was
chilly. At first, in a daze of culture shock
(after several months in Europe) and jet lag,
I didn’t understand why. Then I talked to the
news director at CBC Radio. When he told me

—defensively—that of course their policy
emphasizes extensive coverage of women—
‘“We sent someone to cover Nairobi, you
know’’—I was shocked back into the real
world of the media blackout on news affect-
ing women. And of course since women’s
magazines in North America are afraid to ap-
pear too political, the blackout covers all but
the most dramatic or relentless shafts of light.

As a result, the public, without a feminist
perspective, is mystified by the complexity of
nuclear negotiations and stunned by the im-
ages of famine on television. The root truths
get obscured. “What’s a billion dollars?”’
asked New York veteran peace activist Cora
Weiss. “‘Can we allow $800 billion dollars to
be spent on weapons this year while only $40
billion are used for development—and this
in a world where one in four people goes
hungry?”’

What it comes down to is that women have
to believe we can make the difference. That
we have a vision of peace to offer which is
eloquently practical. We have the methods.
And that we can refuse to be passive bystand-
ers while violence continues to be used as the
only solution.

Jacqueline Swartz is a Toronto feminist and
freelance writer.

Margarita

“Women’s values, whether they are biolog-
ically imbedded or culturally instilled, are

clearly more anti-war, more anti-violence,.

more for the preservation of life than are the
male values. The struggle of the women’s
movement against violence that is rooted it
sexism is part of an overall struggle against
violence and all injustice. Violence stems
from a common lack of concern for human
rights—and war is the epitome of destruc-
tion, brute power, de-humanization.

““When one looks into the history of women
working for peace, the amazing thing, the sad
thing, is that we used some of the same ex-
pressions and appeals today that were used
by the suffragettes back in the early
1900s. . .. Jane Addams said to the press in
1915 just before the Woinen’s Peace Congress
in Holland, ‘We do not think that we can set-
tle the war. We do not think that by raising
our hands we can make the armies cease
slaughter. We do think it is valuable to state
a new point of view. We do think it is fitting
that women should meet and take counsel to
see what may be done! ”’

““Women then, as now, received the hostility
and anger of the press, which generally ridi-
culed or belittled their‘efforts!’

““We would like to ask President Reagan and
Secretary Gorbachev to tell us their vision of
the world. .. and we would like the rest of

Papandreou

the world to sit in. ... You, Mr. President,
would you like to see, would you support a
United Europe? How about, Mr. Reagan,
dismantling the NATO Alliance? On the
premise that you, Mr. Gorbachev, would dis-
solve the Warsaw Pact?’

‘““‘Do you have a vision of the world where
people can live in security and without the
threat of war? Or do you think that wars are
a fact of life, of history, that they are part
of the nature of the human psyche and that
those of us who talk about a world where
conflict is resolved without the use of force
are dreamers, idealists,- romantics? Have you
ever answered these questions— if not public-
ly, to yourselves?’’

““Mr. Gorbachev, what do you include in your
list of human rights? Does it include the right
to political dissent? President Reagan, does
your human rights catalog include the rights of
dissenters in Chile, in El Salvador, in Guata-
mala? Does it include economic rights and the
right to development?”’

“‘And for beth of yon—what about that ane
half of the population of the earth—the
women—whose rights to live as total human
beings have been circumscribed in all societies
on the globe, and particularly so when the war
system remains intact and military spending
rises continually?’’
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by Lisa Freedman and Sharon West '

The recent changes to the Canada Pension
Plan which came into effect on January 1,
1987 are something that few of us paid much
attention to. If you are young, worrying
-about old age and pensions is of little con-
cern. Yet it has long been recognized that the
Canada Pension Plan (CPP) discriminates
against Canadian women. The CPP was
designed to accommodate the school, work,
and retirement life patterns of males. Any
pension scheme based exclusively upon male
working patterns which completely ignores
the needs and realities of working women
must be recognized as discriminatory.
+'This. discrimination: is of. ever increasing
importance when we look at the statistics: two
out of three elderly women, who are alone,
live below the poverty line; more than six out
of 10 single, divorced or widowed women over
65 have annual incomes of under $8,000; fewer
than one half of all widows can expect to get
a widow’s pension from a private pension
plan; one fifth of all single, widowed or div-
orced women over 65 depend entirely on gov-
ernment pensions for their support.

Pensions in Canada were not designed with
the interests of women in mind. They are
premised on assumptions reflecting the tradi-
tional family, headed by a male who has a
long term attachment to a single employer. In
reality, this does not reflect the situation in
Canada today, where 40% of marriages end
in divorce.

Women who work at home, and other Can-
adians who have no earnings, are for the most
part excluded from our retirement income sys-
tem. They cannot contribute to CPP or join
an employer-sponsored private pension plan
because they do not have an émployer who
pays them wages. Benefits depend on being
linked to a man. Spouseless homemakers who
keep house for parents, brothers, sisters or
children get nothing from the CPP. For the
married homemaker, there is no recognition
of personal contribution to the economy.

Widow’s pensions are unsatisfactory. Pen-
sions are related to the husband’s income
rather than reflecting the value of her own
work., Widow’s pensions treat homemakers
as dependents, not as partners who make a
valuable contribution to society. Less than
one-third of men participate in employer-
sponsored pension plans that give pensions
to widows, Even women who do have jobs
end up with poor pensions since they are
based on earnings, and women’s wages are
only about 64% of those of men.

Many women and women’s groups have
stayed away from the pension issue because
it appears to be complex and overly techni-
cal. What follows is a simplified look at our
new pension scheme.

renew for two

Save money and trouble —
get a two-year sub for only $30.

renew for two

Ready to Retire?

DIVORCE

In many countries — developed
and developing — divorce rates
are rising and fewer couples are
getting married.
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Since 1960 the divorce rate has
more than doubled in every western
country. Source: EEC

Canada’s pension system is made up of
various elements which are meant to com-
plement each other. Any retirement income
system should perform two tasks. It should
ensure that all elderly persons are assured a
minimum income that will enable them to
live decently and in dignity, and it should
maintain a reasonable relationship between
an individual’s income before and after retire-
ment so that old age does not greatly reduce

~one’s standard of living.

Canada’s retirement income system has
three levels: federal income security pro-
grams, Canada and Quebec Pension Plans,
and private pension plans and retirement sav-
ings schemes.

OLD AGE SECURITY (0AS)

The federal program,;.Old Age. Security
(OAS), is basic income security provisions for
elderly Canadians. It is the biggest angd most
costly of federal programs for the aged. Last
year close to 2.8 million Canadians received
monthly OAS cheques, and the program paid
out roughly $2.5 billion.

Everyone in Canada who is 65 or older, a
Canadian citizen or legal resident and has
fived a minimum of 10 vears in Canada after
age 18 receives OAS. Now, in the first qoarter
of 1987, OAS benefits are $297.37 a month,
an amount which will increase every three
months to reflect rises in the cost of living.

Before July 1, 1977 the OAS pension was
an all or nothing proposition, depending on
long-term residency in Canada. But in 1977,
a system of partial pensions was introduced.
Anyone becoming a legal resident after July
1, 1977 earns 1/40 of the OAS for each year
of residence in Canada after age 18. At least
10 years residency is still needed to receive
even a partial pension, but there is an excep-
tion for elderly immigrants from countries
that have signed an International Social Se-
curity Agreement with Canada (Portugal,
Greece, Italy, France, Jamaica, USA, Bar-
bados, Denmark and Sweden). Those wish-
ing to take OAS out of the country must have
lived in Canada for at least 20 years after age
18, otherwise they receive the pension for the
month they leave and six months after that.
It will then be suspended, but will be rein-
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stated on return to Canada, but with no com-
pensation for missed benefits.

GUARANTEED INCOME
SUPPLEMENT (GIS)

The second federal program for the elderly
is the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS).
This income-tested supplement to OAS was
established in 1967 to help the elderly poor
who have no other income than the OAS pen-
sion. In 1986, over 1.45 million men and
women received some GIS in addition to their
OAS benefit, roughly half the elderly popula-
tiod. One in four of these people qualified
for the full amount.

All OAS pensioners with low income are
eligible for GIS. Women make up the large
majority of single pensioners and have lower
incomes on average than men. Consequent-
Iy 56% of women over 65 receive the GIS,
compared to 49% of men, and six in ten of
all GIS recipients are women.

The GIS is indexed four times a year to
reflect the full rise in the cost of living. In

 the first quarter of 1987, the maximnm GIS

benefits are $353.40 a month for a single pen-
sioner and $460.32 a month for a couple.
Payments are reduced $1 for every $2 of other
monthly income (excluding OAS).

PROVINCIAL INCOME
SUPPLEMENTS

Elderly people who live in six provinces (Nova
Scotia, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta and British Columbia), the Yukon,
and the Northwest Territories, are eligible for
additional income-tested, non-indexed, pro-
vincial supplements, available to all persons
65 and over. (In Ontario, for example, the
supplement is called the Guaranteed Annual
Income Supplement (GAINSY); it is pro-rated
on the pensioners income with a maximum
benefit in the first quarter of 1987 of $83.
About 180,000 Ontario senior citizens receive
GAINS cheques.) '

- WIDOWS

Because women live longer
than men and tend to marry men
older than themselves, more
women are widowed than men,

Source: UN World Assembly on Aging

&

Aged over 80

Figures for industrialized countries.

SPOUSE’S ALLOWANCE (SA)

Spouse’s allowance is for those couples hav-
ing minimum income but with only one
spouse over 65. The Spouse’s Allowance is
available to the 60-to-64 year old wives or
husbands of the low income pensioner.
Widows and widowers in this age bracket
who have qualified for the SAs can continue
to receive it in the event of the death of their
spause. As of January 1987, the maximum
full monthly allowance is $527.54, which is
equal to the sum of an QAS pension plus
maximum GIS benefits at the married rate,
The maximum Spouse’s Allowance paid to
eligible widowed people between the ages of
60 and 64 is $582.42. Similar to GIS, benefits
are reduced by a.portion of other income and
are not taxable.

THE CANADA
PENSION PLAN (CPP)

The Canada Pension Plan (CPP), which

operates everywhere in Canada except
Quebec, and the Quebec Pension Plan (QPP)

make up the second level of Canada’s retire-

ment income system. (The CPP does not
operate in Quebec because the province de-
cided to exercise its constitutional right to
establish its own pension plan. Yet they oper-
ate in an almost identical way.

The CPP was established in 1966, It was
recognized that private pension plans and
personal savings were not able, on their own,
to meet the needs of all retired Canadians.
Thus, the federal and provincial governments
set up a publicly administered system to en-
sure a basic level of retirement income to sup-
plement private retirement income.

Who is eligible for CPP?

Anyone between the ages of 18 and 65 in
the paid labour force, whether an employee
or self-employed, working full-time or part-
time, for a large or small employer, who earns
more than $2,500 in a year, is required by law
to'make contributions to the CPP; though as
of January 1, 1987, one can leave the work
force and choose to stop paying into CPP
and start collecting the retirement benefit as
early as age 60, or as late as age 70.

Employees contribute 1.8% of their salary,
up to a maximum of $492.10 a month in 1987.
These contributions are matched by an equal
payment from the employer. Self employed
people are required to pay both the employ-
ee’s and the employer’s share (3.6%) to a max-
imum $984.20. This 3.6% is being increased
over the next 25 years until it peaks at 7.6%
in the year 2011. ‘

The CPP account follows the worker from
job-to-job, regardiess of how long she works
at each job or how long she may be out of
the paid labour force between jobs. The max-
imum monthly pension for 1987 is $506.04.
All CPP benefits are increased once a year
to make up for the rises in the cost of living.
In order to take inflation fully into account,
pensionable earnings from previous years are
adjusted at the time of retirement to make
past wages comparable with current wages.

‘While. CPP benefits are subject to income

tax, contributions are deductible from taxable
income. . ,

The CFP also provides benefits to surviv-
ing spouses and children, a death benefit and

‘a pension in the case of severe disability. A

disability, in order to qualify, must be “‘severe
and prolonged’’ and of such a serious nature
that the person is unable to “‘pursue gainfui
employment’” of any sort. In 1987 the max-
imum monthly disability pension is $640. A
surviving spouse who is 35 or over receives
a CPP survivor’s pension. A person between
45 and 64 receives $284.55 and a person over
65 receives $303.62. A reduced benefit is paid
to those between 35 and 45. Starting in 1987,
survivor’s benefits will not end because of.
remarriage. A lump sum death benefit of up
to $2,590 is paid to the estate of a deceased
contributor.

The amounts gnoted above are the maxi-

 mum payable under the Canada Pension Plan

for benefits beginning in 1987. Since most
benefits under the plan are based on a contri-
butor’s previous earnings and on how long
the individual contributed to the Plan, not
everyone will be entitled to the maximum.

The CPP has a feature known as the “‘child
rearing drop-out provision!’ This permits
parents, most often mothers, who stay at
home to care for children under 7 (or who
work part-time instead of full-time) to ex-
clude those years of low or no income from
their average lifetime earnings. Through this
provision, a parent is not penalized for leav-
ing the paid labour force or taking a part-
time job to raise young children.

People who were low-wage earners during
their working vears receive smaller than av- |
erage CPP pensions. Therefore, their total
retirement income is even less. The inferior
position that women hold in the labour force
weakens their capacity of earnings-related
pension plans to provide them with an ade-
quate income in retirement. 1981 statistics
show that 77% of women contributing to the
CPP had earnings below the maximum pen-
sionable level, whereas over half of male con-
tributors, 58%, earned more than the limit
on pensionable earnings.

As of January 1, 1987 CPP pension credits
will be split automatically upon marriage
breakdown (except by written agreement).
After a year of separation, a legal or com-
mon law spouse may apply to have the credits
split.

e continued page i4
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R.E.A.L. Loss?

OTTAWA — R.E.A.L. Women, a right-wing,
pro-family lobby group, has been declared in-
eligible for federal money. Two applications,
one for $566,620 for operational funding and
another for $1 million for the same purpose
have both been turned' down. Secretdary of
State David Crombie told R.E.A.L. Women
that it was ineligible for funds because the
Women’s Program of the Secretary of State
supports only those groups which ‘‘promote
understanding and action on status of women
issues’” and which ‘‘carry out projects toward
the achievment of equal opportunity for
women in Canadian society.”

In addition to meeting the equality gmde-
lines of the Program, Mr. Crombie told the
group he needs to see ‘“a proven track record
of project management before committing
operational funds to representative organiza-
tions?’

Mr, Crombie apologized for the way the
group was treated 18 months ago when it sub-
mitted its initial application. Officials at the
time were said to have ignored it and later
responded too slowly to other applications.
‘What particularly angered R.E.AL. Women
was that when it submitted an application
posing as a lesbian group, that application
allegedly received prompt attention.

Eampaign Trail

The Ontario government has introduced a bill
it hopes will encourage more women to run
in provincial elections. The bill allows can-
didates to spend campaign funds for their
children’s care without having to report it on
the camnpaign expense record forwarded to the
provincial Commission on Election Finances.

The bill would make it easier for female
candidates to use tax exempt camipaign
money for childcare. They wouldn’t have to
report it as official campaign spending, which
is capped under tough, new election finan-
cing rules passed last spring.

The bill’s sponsor, Progressive Conserva-
tive MP Susan Fish, had said such a change
would eliminate one of the obstacles to
women running for provincial office. She es-
timated day care for one child could cost
$2,000 during a 37-day campaign.

Reproductive Freedom
and The State

TORONTO — A forum of communities cur-
rently in struggle for basic reproductive and
sexual rights will be held in Toronto on Sun-
day, February 22.

The different struggles for the control of
our bodies are closely linked, and none of us
will truly have won until all have won. This
forum has been called so that we can update
each other on the progress of our struggles
against the state, share ideas and strategies
for the future, and build mutual understand-
ing and support. Representatives will attend
from the Aids Committee of Toronto, the
DisAbled Women’s Network, the native com-
munity and the Ontario Coalition for Abor-
tion Clinics.

The forum is on Sunday February 22, 1 pm,
at the Council Chamber, City-Hall, Toronto.
Wheelchair accessibility, interpretation for
the hearing impaired and attendant care are
provided. Money is available for daycare.
Donations are accepted. For further informa-
tion, call OCAC at (416) 532-8193. The forum
is co-sponsored by councillor Jack Layton.

Judge Judged

A Nova Scotia Family Court judge, who had
been accused of demeaning women by ex-
pressing fundamentalist Christian views from
the bench, has been fired.

Women who have appeared before him on
matters such as child custody and support
payments - have. complained he waved the
Bible before them and said they should obey
their husbands and be subservient to them.
Some of the women were seeking redress
against physically abusive spouses.

In an interview, the Judge stated that he
was not angry with the women who had
made the coniplaints, remarking, ‘‘I will not
judge them-—the Lord will)’

Quote of the Month

|| <“Many homosexuals, because they cannot
¥ procreate, must recruit—often the young.
! They promote recruiting “‘straights!’ With

|| new legislation such seduction becomes

perrmssxble and acceptable!’ i
: —R.E.A.L. Women pamphlet
attacking Bill 7

Oider Women’s Network

TORONTO — A new organization, called
the Older Women’s Network, is hoping to
mobilize older women around issues affect-
ing their well-being. The founding members
also plamto monitor the media so that the
image of older women may be projected in
a positive and realistic way.

Members will meet in small groups in each
other’s homes to study feminist literature in
order to analyze the position of women in our
society and relate it to their life experience.

1t is hoped that study groups will be formed
all over Metro Toronto and the rest of Ontario
and that representatives will come together
to plan public discussion and action on pro-
grams and legislation to enlarge opportunities
for housing, economic security and optimum
health.

The Older Women’s Network alsc commits
itself to support the needs of younger women
and of children, and to ally itself with move-
ments for social justice in Canada and abroad.
© Women: over the age of 55 who are inter-
ested in joining or forming an OWN group,
may cail (416) 483-3234, or write: Older
Women’s Network, 273 Ellerslie Avenue,
Willowdale, Ont. M2R .1B6.

NAWL Meets

WINNIPEG — The seventh biennial confer-
ence of the National Association of Women
and the Law will be held February 19 to 22,
1987, at Winnipeg’s Downtown Holiday Inn.
The theme of the conference is: Section 15
Equality in the Criminal Justice System and
the Workplace: Fact or Fantasy?

Registration and a reception will open the
conference on Thursday, February 19. The
opening panel on Friday will debate the use
of special versus equal treatment models. Fri-
day’s workshops will focus on equality issues
in the criminal law. The workshops, offered
twice, are:

1. Current Canadian Law on Abortion

2. Abortion in North America

. The Charter Backlash

. Defences for Women

. Prostitution

. Female Offenders and Equality .

. A Feminist Approach to Criminal Law
Practice

8. Pornography

S. The Young Offenders Act

Friday evening features a reception and
banquet with a keynore speaker.
- On Saturday, the workshops again run
twice, focusing on equality in the workplace.
The workshops are:
1. Putting the Feminist Agenda before
the Bench

. Pregnancy: Sex Related Discrimination

. Day Care and Parental Leave

. Domestic Workers

Pay Equity in the Private Sector

. LEAF Report

. Affirmative Action

. Bvidence and Charter Cases

. Working Women and Custody

After the workshops on Saturday morning,
the plenary session will consider proposed
resolutions and elect the new National Steer-
ing Committee.

On Sunday, a panel session will discuss the
topic Equality in the Legal Profession. Sev-
eral workshops will follow, running concur-
rently, each examining the theme of Personal
Strategies for Coping: Variations on a Law
Practice: Superwoman.

For iformation regarding registration and
accommodation, call (204) 284-8683.
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Legal LEAF cases

LEAF is a national organization which sup-
ports test cases which will advance women’s
equality. The Charter of Rights and Free-
doms in Canada’s new Constitution includes
equality guarantees which are new and which
need to be tested and defined in the Courts.
LEA¥’s goal is to ensure that cases which will
positively define and expand women’s equal-
ity are brought before the courts in a planned

“and expert manner. LEAF is a powerful voice.

It is the only organization designed to take
women’s equaiity issues into Canada’s courts.

Canadian women’s organizations have
developed specialized knowledge and exper-
tise in many areas including: sexual assault,
women’s health, employment equality, non-
sexist education, pensions, women’s poverty,
and women and the criminal justice system.
LEAF counts on this expertise to identify the
issues which should be addressed by court
cases, and to provide research and informa-
tion on which cases can be based..

LEAF’s role is to help women and women’s
organizations to use the law where it can ef-
fectively redress inequality. To provide this
assistance, LEAF will sponsor equality rights
test cases, provide legal representation for
women involved in LEAF-sponsored court
cases, pay case costs, and undertake research
and public education on equality rights for
women.

LEAF cases are selected by its national
Legal Committee. The Commiitee considers
whether a case meets the following criteria:

1. An equality rights case under the
" charter. An equality rights case is one
which seeks to use the Charter guarantees
in Sections 28 and 15. Section 28 states
that all of the rights described in the Char-
ter are guaranteed equally to males and
females. Section 15 states that every indi-
vidual is equal before and under the law
and is entitled to the equal protection and
benefit of the law. These two sections seek
to remove the legal disadvantages which
women have experienced in the past.
LEAF’s priority is to take Charter equal-
1@ rights cases before the courts. LEAF

will also consider cases which combine
equality rights with other rights described
in the Charter such as democratic rights,
legal rights or mobility rights.

2. An eguality rights case under other
legislation. Cases based on equality rights
which are provided in other legislation,
such as provincial Human Rights Codes,
will also be considered. Such cases will be
sponsored on the basis that they help to
establish equality rights in the law..

3. A test case, not a service case. To be
sponsored by LEAF, a case must be able
to make a positive contribution to women’s
rights: because it can effectively challenge
a discriminatory law or practice; and be-
cause it can expand the way the courts in-
terpret equality rights guarantees.

4. A case with strong facts. Since LEAF’s
objective is to set strong, positive prece-
dents for women, the cases selected must
present clear, factual situations to the
courts.

5. A case of importance to women.
LEAF selects cases which can have a
positive impact on the rights of many
women. Over time, LEAF will select cases
which address many different issues of
inequality which affect Canadian women.
LEAF will especially sponsor cases which
redress women’s economic disadvantages.

6. A case in which a woman is doubly dis-
advantaged. Women are not only affected
by sex discrimination. They also expe-
rience the impact of discrimination based
on race, religion, disability, age, marital
status and sexual orientation. LEAF will
support cases in which women are discrim-
inated against on any of these grounds, as.
well as sex.

If you or your organization knows of a
case in which LEAF may be able to assist,
or if you can identify issues to be dealt with
by the law, write: LEAF, 344 Bloor Street
West, Suite 403, Toronto, Ontario, MSS IW9;
(416) 963-9654.

Tax Break

The Tax Court of Canada has ruled that tax-
payers cannot refuse to pay taxes to be used
for military purposes. Dr. Jerilynn Prior, a
Quaker, withheld 10.5% of her 1982 taxes on
grounds of conscience. She said that 10.5%
of the 1982 federal budget was used for mili-
tary purposes. She sent the amount instead
to ihe Peace Tax Fund which was started in
1983 by Edith Adamson of Victoria.

The judge said that even if Prior’s freedom
of conscience were infringed by the way the
taxes are used, ‘‘it is the court’s opinion that
the Canadian tax system which is required to
collect money to provide for the needs of the
nation—which includes its defence—would
be a reasonable limit which must be imposed

in a free and democratic society. Further-

more, he added that the tax sysiem could not
fuuction if people were allowed to challenge
it because tax payments were spent in a man-
ner that violates their religious beliefs. He
also said that he doubts that payment of the
military tax is ‘‘against the spirit of Christ!’

“Spouse in House” OK

Changes to Ontario’s welfare sysiem, an-
nounced in September, will put an end to the
controversial ‘‘spouse in the house’’ rule by
April 1, 1987. Under the revised system, a sole
support parent will not lose eligibility for
public assistance, simply for sharing living
quarters with a person of the opposite sex,

But, according to a news release put out
by the Ontario Ministry of Community and
Social Services, the government proposes to
move towards a standard which would main-
tain eligibility for a sole support parent,
unless that parent resides with another per-
son who provides economic support for the
parent or dependent children, or has a legal
obligation to support the parent.

Economic support will be considered
essential to a “‘spousal’’ relationship. Social
and familial elements will be considered as
well, but the Ministry will no longer investi-
gate the sexual and conjugal aspects of the
relationship.

Lisa S. Osak

OSAK & OSAK
Barristers & Solicitors
(416) 736-1736

_ Family Law
Real Estate

Suite 804

1000 Finch Avenue Waest
Downsview, Ontaric
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by Susan G. Cole

and Jinancial, to cope with the legal system and to get on
With. their lives. in safety

‘ .. to fighting incest, no coalition. with the polmaal clout of the
" Ontario Association of Interval and Transition Houses.or
. the Oniario Coalition of Rape Crisis Centres. Cruciglly, uns

| of powerful agencies, social workers, therapists and psychi-
“atrists; most. of whom use traditional therapy models, have

" they see.as. the. problem.and. the way to deal-with it:is dif-
ferent, sometimes diametrically opposea’ to the prmczples and
.. politics femmzsts bring {0 the.issue. ~

Cuis dlgestmg the astounding: numbers. According to Diana
Russell’s survey, considered the most reliable because it is:

Twomen w111 be mcestuously assaulted before the age ofeighs

Many. women have memories of bemg assaulted in their ¢
. Russell defines incest as “‘any kind of explomve sexual con
tactor attempted contact that occurred between relatives no

~we uncovered the fact that sexual assault encompasses more
than penile penetration and ejaculation {even though at the
time the law addressed only those activities), and Russell has
made similar discoveries about incest. She purposely did not
restrict her definition of sexual contact to vaginal intercourse,
because she learned that there are other areas of the body
that are under attack. In fact, the most common area of
assault is the mouth because it is the easiest part of the body
to get to. It is not clear how many victims well-meaning but
ill-informed therapists have missed by questioning children
about adults who may have touched their *‘private’” parts.

In other ways though, Russell’s definition is very strict.
It does not include what her respondents identified as
‘‘wanted contact;” and this tended to include sibling incest,
a form of incest some researchers, David Finkelhor and Janet
Meiselman in particular, do not identify as harmful. For
Russell though, the issues of how women are trained to sub-
mission and to the genuine belief that they have consented
to the conditions of their lives are critical ones. But she felt
that unless she kept the definition narrow, the credibility of
her obviously feminist study would suffer.

Her definition does not inchude assaults to the eyes and
ears: a child who is forced to watch a male relative mastur-
bate is not counted as a victim in Russell’s sample. Verbal
assaults are not included, nor is a girl or woman who is forced
by a relative to look at pornography by itself and with no
physical contact considered incestuously victimized in the
study. Russell took her sample from 930 random households
in San Francisco. Consequently, the relevant data does not
include women in institutions (where survivors are reported
to be numerous), women on the streets (50% of female run-
aways have run from incest), women who can’t remember
(many survivors don’t) and women who, for whatever rea-
sons, refused to participate in the survey when they were
approached.

Russell’s numbers are mind-boggling, but given the nar-
rowness of her definition and the relative narrowness of her
sample, even still, we have to face the fact that her mumbers
are low.

I

Incest is not a crime of passion or a sudden unplanned
assault. According to the reports of many feminist counsel-
lors, the perpetrators of incest strategize intensely, working
out the infinitesimal details of the assault, some of them
already planning the assault while their wives, sisters-in-law,
daughters or nieces are pregnant with the potential victim.

In the ecm'y 1970s, when women gathered in different parts' .-
. of the country fo uncover the prevalence of violence against ™
“woniten, the anger. that s:mmered in.these forums -was pal::
= pable-and-energizing, so.much so-that it created o grotind-:
. swell of activism. . Women were naming what was: happehing o
to them gzvmg tt a polztteal meanmg, zdentzfymg the ViC=5 0

: pproaehes for assrst Hg women to deal with their crises, and :
“Have helped survivors generate the resources, both emotional

. tlze 1980s, the. crime commandmg most: attentzon is
~incest, Its prevalence is greater. than even the most sensitive:.:
_ feminist could have imagined, and the damage devastating.: =
. Yet there is:no similar wave of feminist activists. committed

like the sztuanon with rape and assault, the abserice of femz—
nist orgamzlng Has riot created-a vacuum in which the sex=
ual-abuse is being ignored. On the contrary, an.assortment.”

. been deluged with funds for treating the problem. But:what : :

; 'O'ne"of the: hardest parts-of approaching the issue of incest

the only: randonr Survey ever undertaken; one out of six

‘matter how distant’? When feminists began to talk about rape,

Once the girl is born, perpetrators plot to gain increased ac-
cess to the child, inundating her with gifts and treats and
arranging special outings. The key is to keep the young girl
away from her mother and father, or in the case of father/
daughter incest, from the mother. Fathers who assault their
baby daughters often commit the assault while changing
diapers. In the case of older children, the seduction is often
carried out to make the girl feel she is involved in a very
special relationship, something only she and her new *“friend”’
can know about and understand. Soon, the chiid is expected
to listen to adult problems as the abuser-to-be begins to share
his troubles—how hard it is for him at work, and then how
hard it is for him to make friends and be close to people.
A father about to assault his daughter inevitably complains
that his wife is not ““nice to him;” thus bestowing on his daugh-
ter the role of special friend while driving a wedge between
the victim and her mother. Soon, ‘‘not nice to him’’ means
not having enough or the right kind of sex with him, and
the “‘sex education’’ of his daughter begins. The victim grad-
uates through the education process from being confidante,
to being experimentally touched, to being sexually assaulted.

From the beginning, secrecy is introduced. While the child
is young, the bargain is less likely to be jeopardized, but as
the child grows older and begins to get a sense that there may
be something happening that is worth telling someone, the
threats from the attacker escalate, and often turn violent. In
many cases, incestuous fathers keep their victim in lihe by
agreeing not to rape her younger sister, though often they
do anyway, and without the older sister knowing. When a
victim decides to have a boyfriend, incest offenders grow
panicky and more violent. Stepfathers are reported to be the
most physically dangerous.

Every survivor whom feminist therapist Julie Brickman
encountered had done everything she could think of to stop
the abuse: begging for a locked bedroom, asking not to be
bathed by their incestuous fathers, trying to avoid the “*spe-
cial outings;’ pleading to go shopping with their mothers
rather than remain with their abusers. And surprisingly, many
victims have told somebody about what was happening to
them. According to Russell’s survey, a full 17% of incest vic-
tims told someone at, or close to, the time of the assault,
and only 5% of the victims had never told anybody . Feminists
found that, contrary to social conventions, incest was not
taboo, but talking about it was. But now we learn that the
problem is not necessarily that victims remain silent, but that
they are either ignored or not believed. Generally, the por-
trait of the abuser is that of a powerful, intrusive and self-
serving man, and the portrait of the victim that of an active
and resistant girl. But in the vast majority of cases, this re-

Some women never escape. Toronto-based counsellors;;

" dressed, others have a feeling of living from the neck up.:

sistance fails to end the abuse. Thus:*‘powerlessness;’ as Julie
Brickman writes, ‘‘is not, for incest victims, a psychological- pum
experience!’

X

Michele Dore and Wendy Barrett talked with one victim who,

Other women do develop tactics for self-protection as they
grow older. Leavmg the family is one strategy. Leaving town | t
is another, in the case of ongoing abuse at the hands of a ire
relative outside the immediate family. Some women leave as

A dispropertionate number of rape
victins and juvenile prostitutes are
incest survivors. . . Male predators,
rapists and pimps know how to find
these women. Those men are to
blame for the abuse, not the women
they have targeted.

a matter of course to go to school, to live on their own ori con
to marry. They often do not show up for family gatherings, mini
and if they must, try to make sure there is someone in the £ dift
room with them while their abusers. are there. d

at any time. Survivors’ relationship to their body is invariabl
one of ambivalence and mistrust. Many fear getting u

Often survivors go on to abuse their own bodies. The am-}
bivalence and mistrust extend to survivors’ sexuality. Some .
experience lack of interest in sex; some experience conflict
and a difficulty in saying no when they don’t want sex; some’ her k
experience confusion about the meaning of orgasm and the
pleasure they felt while being victimized as a child. ors h:

Incest is also a training ground for emotional patterns and’ "
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:?sonal identity. Survivors are women who have been pro-
undly betrayed in relationships they believed were loving
id protective, Their sense of reality about relationships in

lult life can be distorted. They have difficulty identifying

ploitive behaviour and distinguishing between situations
at are safe and unsafe. This has created a syndrome iden-
jed by feminists as revictimization, A disproportionate
(mber of rape victims are incest survivors, for example. A
idy of teenaged prostitutes revealed that a full two-thirds
‘the juveniles interviewed had been sexually assaulted as
ildren and now were experiencing more violence on the street.
Feminists have been uneasy with this data and are aware
it the statistics have to be interpreted with a great deal of
te. Saying that women are revictimized is not the same as
iming the victim. Saying that a high proportion of teen-
:d prostitutes are incest survivors is not to isolate prosti-
s, to' create a hierarchy of victimization or to trivialize
:prevalence of incest across classes and professions as a
litical fact of women’s lives. Rather, this analysis attempts
make sense out of women’s experience, and to understand
w sexual abuse trains women to powerlessness. An incest
vivor has never really owned her own: body, and under
se circumstances, actually,.renting her body will not feel
:much of an intrusion. She might also be able to tolerate
particular forms of violence prostitutes experience because
vfeels as if the universe is unfolding as it always has.
ntheir study of juvenile prostitutes, Ayella Pines and Mimi
sert described survivors’ willingness to endure abusive rela-
nships, how they react to abuse with inaction, depression
i self blame. ‘‘As the abuses continue and as their ability
make sense of them diminishes, they feel powerless, out
control of their life and psychologically paralyzed:’
ninist therapist Sandra Butler described the syndrome as
“difficulty survivors have negotiaiing their own friends
Ineeds. She went on to say that, in particular, survivors
yunt experiences that show their trouble identifying violent
lismissive behaviour. Women who feel this way are more
1y to be vulnerable to rapists. They will not know when
y.are safe. They may even be dependent on aggressive men.
fale predators, rapists or pimps, know how to find these
nen. Those men are to blame for the abuse, not the women
y:have targetted.

v

iér keynote address to a sexuality eonference in Toronto
fall, Sandra Butler stated the facts quite clearly: ““If sur-
s had not spoken,” she said, “‘and if feminists had not

heard, there would be no work on sexual abuseZ’ But the work
on incest, and the so-called treatment administered to survi-
vors has not remained in the hands of feminists. With mini-
mal input from the feminist community, incest remains the
purview of the child protection movement, controlled by pro-
fessionals who practice traditional models of therapy. They,
along with the government, give the appearance that incest
is being ‘“‘handled”’ but it tnrns out that it is being addressed
in ways that are consistent with feminist perspectives and
which sometimes leave women as vulnerable as ever.

The two perspectives, traditional and feminist, often
overlap. Certainly many individuals working within, say, Chil-
dren’s Aid. are well-versed in the feminist diterature and
research, and often apply feminism as they administer to their
workloads. Conversely, many feminist therapists have been
known to lapse into roles of authority and judgement. But
here the two perspectives will be presented as separate and
discrete for the sake of clarity. The idea is to define the pers-
pectives, not to sterectype the people working within them.

The best way to identify a feminist perspective on violence
against women is to check for the naming of gender. What
police and the media call a domestic dispute, feminists call
wife assault. What researchers with avoidance mechanisms
call marital rape, feminists call the raping of wives. And what
a psychiatrist might refer to as the aberrant pathology of in-
cest is called by a feminist therapist the normal exercise of
male power and sexuality.

Wiy do we lock up men for stealing
property or breaking and sntering,
sometimes keeping them in jali for
years, and coddie child rapists? Wiy,
when the brealk-inis Into a child’s
body, do we excuse i

hrough traditional

 traditional family values when they adopt what is v
family systems approach to-incest:therapy. This is the most

egregious example of how incest can be politically decontex-
tualized, as therapists set out to treat the ‘‘incestuous family?’
According to the values of this treatment, incest is a signal
of family dysfunction in which every family member plays
a part. Something has gone wrong in the otherwise safe place
of the family home, and through treatment of the entire fam-
ily, traditional therapists will set it right. Feminists insist that
it will never work, that the family has never been a safe place
for women and has been the locus of male power, the most
concrete expression of which is incest. “‘Families don’t com-
mit incest, men do]’ says Wendy Barrett, and consequently
feminists have less interest in reconstructing the family than
they do in healing whatever can be salvaged of women’s lives.
women’s lives.

The family systems proponents, when they confront the
actual perpetrators, find it hard to blame the offender for
the assault. Instead, he is sick, and curable, provided he has
the help of a skilled therapist. But while traditional treat-
ments regard the offender as aberrant, feminists refuse to
identify the behaviour as part of an individual pathology or
as a ‘“‘mistake’’ Instead they see the behaviour as consistent
with other social values, the values conveyed in pornography
(Playboy doesn’t call them Playmates for nothing), or in other
mass media that infantilize women, or in institutions that
glorify male violence and link it to the male sex role. Incest
is the inevitable outgrowth of normal sexist sex role develop-
ment, part of the institution of compulsory heterosexuality
and a key element of women’s training to be dependent and
attracted to their violators. Traditional models call for of-
fenders to be treated and families to be reunited. Feminists
demand that society be overhauled so that men are not gen-
dered as victimizers and women are not gendered as victims.

As for the male offender, he is a criminal in the feminist
view and should be jailed for the assault, even if he is get-
ting treatment of whatever kind. All treatment is experimen-
tal. Theré isn’t a single therapist who has been able to say
with absolute certainty that if an offender goes through a
particular treatment he will not offend again. To date, the
safest strategy is incarceration. ‘“No;’ say some professionals,
mustering up sympathy, ‘‘these poor fellows are sick and need
help. Besides, many of the children don’t want their fathers
or their relatives to have to disappear?’

Feminists like Dore and Barrett don’t buy it. They suspect
that children are not interested in keeping their rapists around
and that they agree to other arrangements only because they
are getting cues from sympathetic caretakers. Why do we lock
up men for stealing property or breaking and entering, some-
times keeping them in jail for years, and coddle child rapists?
Why when the break-in is into a child’s body do:we excuse it?

Feminists working in_the area of incest have been com-
mitted to making perpetrators responsible and nobody else:

" This view has brought them into conflict with traditionalists

who, armed with their family systems theory, find all kinds
of ways to turn the offender into a beleaguered and sym-
pathetic character. The best strategy for doing this remark-
able turnaround is to malign the mothers of incest victims.
Mothers are blamed for everything and have shouldered the
responsibility for- their children’s delinquent behaviour in
ather social work models, but the targetting of the mothers
of incest offenders is particularly obroxious. The myths about
the mothers of father/daughter incest victims are especially
vicious. Here they are stated in their classic form by Julie
Brickman, one of their staunchest critics: ““A cold and re-
jecting mother initially twists the emotional and sexual
development of her boy, which delivers him into the hands
of a wife who deprives him of sexual and conjugal rights and
finaly sets him up for a sexual relationship with his seduc-
tive daughter!’ Notice how the man’s actions disappear, and
how the perpetrator has become the victim.

According to this scenario, mothers know their husbands
are raping their daughters and still stay silent to protect them-
selves and their husbands. A recent episode of the TV drama
series Cagney and Lacey, which usually gets these things right,

.got it wrong when the script portrayed the mother of an in-

cest victim unsympathetically, showing her withholding evi-
dence from the police and physically assaulting her daughter.
If a girl does not know when her own sister is being victim-
ized, sometimes in the same bedroom, how is a mother to
know, especially when the father has actively sought to es-
trange his daughter from his wife? Whatever relationship
existed between a daughter and her mother, father/daughter
incest ruins it. The degree to which mothers ““collude’’ is the
degree to which they have been rendered powerless. How they
lost that power is a matter of conjecture but it is worth noting
the staggering number—=80% —of mothers of incest victims
(of all kinds, not just father/daughter) who are survivors of
incest themselves. They are not secondary offenders, they are
secondary victims. But not according to a great deal of the
research contained in a body of literature that has to be read
with increasing vigilance.

One study describes mothers who ask their husbands to
cover up their daughters who are sleeping nude as ‘‘setting
up situations?’ The same study assesses women who worked
nights as ¢‘failing to protect the victim?’ No wonder a study
out of Iowa identified the mothers in 65% of the cases to
be as responsible for father/daughter incest as the fathers.
The (American) Center on Child Abuse and Neglect actual-

"Iy lists women “‘who fail to protect’’ as offenders, reporting

that a full 46% of incest offenders are women, even though
the women did not commit the actual offense. Feminists
regard these statistics with increasing ‘fury, knowing that if
men were not raping their daughters, there would be no
reason for this irrational anger to be directed against these
women. Dore and Barrett made a point of describing their
priority of trying to rebuild the bond between survivors and

¢ continued next page
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their mothers. The key is to bridge the distance, to find some
common ground. Male interests often subvert the relation-
ships between women and incest is one of the most effective
forms of this kind of sabotage.
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Michele Dore and Wendy Barrett have devoted the past several
years to learning whatever they could about incest. Coming
from a background in women’s health and youth counsel-
ling, their method of personal education was a feminist one:
they listened to what women had to say, defining incest as
those wormen defined it for themselves, and then supplement-
ed the testimony by gathering whatever written materials they
could find by feminists. They began to understand that tradi-
tional strategies for treating incest almost entirely ignored
adult survivors, and so they set up a series of groups for
women to talk with other survivors about what happened
to them. In many cases, it was the first opportunity these
women had ever been given to describe the abuse. )

Last year, Doré and Barrett grew concerned about the ab-
sence of feminist input on the incest question, and they ob-

tained funds from the Ontario Centre for the Preveiition of

Child Abuse to facilitate workshops on incest with the staffs
of women’s shelters in the province. This has been onc of
the few initiatives taken to educate feminists formally about
child sexual abuse within the family. It is a small beginning
that cries out for an infusion of even more energy so that
a truly feminist network can be established, one that will nur-
ture women, provide women with the safest environment, and
make sure that women gain control of their lives.
Counsellors like Barrett and Dore have tried to maintain
a woman-centred perspective on their work. This has brought
them into contact with adult survivors who might otherwise
have been completely neglected by the professionals who
focus on children as the ones in immediate crisis. It has also
compelied them never to separate their own experiences from
those of the survivors they talk to. Unlike the professional
stance of the social worker or the psychiatrist whose rela-
tionships to clients tends to fit the “‘objective’’ we/they con-
struction, Dore and Barrett, and other womnen whose work
is informed by feminism, understand that the distance be-
tween counsellor and client is a false one. We are all women,

all vulnerable. Most of us have had our relationships with .

women distorted by our belief that male need was what

counted. Most of us have been the victims of male violence.
We are all survivors in some way.

Women who are incest survivors, or who know of survi-
vors, should be aware that the ‘“professionals’’ may not be
providing the best care, or that contact with child protection
agencies needs to be supplemented by woman-centred input
into the trauma of incest. Rape Crisis Centres often have spe-
cific information on incest, and their feminist approach to
sexual assault will lead survivers onto the right route. Thanks
to Michele Dore and Wendy Barrett, many women’s shelters
have begun a special education process on incest and have
the knowledge to guide survivors to feminist resources and
counsellors. If all else fails, there are feminist books on incest.

Perhaps in a few years we will be able to report a burgeon-
ing movement against incest, one that mirrors feminist ef- .
forts agaimst rape and wife assault. We need more feminist ; -

therapists, more skilled counsellors; the kind that can develop. . | .

only through a network of survivors.and feminists commit

‘ted to women. This is what government—Secretary of State:

Women’s Program, the Ontario Women’s Ditectorate, Health, .
and Welfare, Community and Social Services, -and other
agencies—should be funding: feminist conferences on incest,
groups for adult survivors and support for a political coali- .
tion of incest resisters including survivors; :therapists, -and
other feminists making the links between incest and other .
forms of violencé ‘against women. :

The need is obvious, cidgse to desperate, for the conditions
we are in are very close to'those of wartime. There is an eerie
similarity between the testimony of incest survivors and the .-
accounts of the survivors:0f torture. The abusers use the same
tactics. ‘It is as-if'they all went to thé same school}” said
Michele Dore describing the phenamenon. ““You ate worthe
less;’ they say, to keep us from caring about ourselves. ‘‘You
really want this;’ they say, to make it impossible for us to
believe that we can define our own lives. ‘‘No one will believe
you, if you tell}’ they say, to keep us silent.

Anyone interested in forming a coalition of incest survivors
can contact Michele Dore and -Wendy Barrett at (416):
977-7609. This article was written with their assistance.
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ARTS

by Sandy Alexander

There is a new band on the Toronto music
scene that is desiined for notoriety:
Demi/Monde—five excellent musicians
whose sound is unique in a sea of “‘alterna-
tive’> bands. And, they are women. Being
women will not gain them the attention ac-
corded women’s bands ten years ago when
such things were a novelty: rather Demi/
Monde illustrates very clearly that women
musicians have come of age, and are mov-
ing beyond established musical genres.

Demi/Monde’s music is a tightly-woven,
multi-layered melange of sounds. From
FElaine Stef’s echo-laden, almost continuous,
guitar riffs, to the solid, innovative drumm-
ing of Rita McKeough, each part fits together
in textural and melodic counterpoint. In con-
trast to the reverberating ‘“wash’’ created by
Stef, Susan Sturman’s guiiar playing is pre-
cise, razor-sharp and almost minimalist.
Gabrielle van der Velde’s strong, punchy bass
complements McKeough’s complex rhythms
and provides a solid foundation for the gui-
tars to build on. Marian Lydbrooke has a
unique vocal style that is a cross between a
medieval Gregorian chant and punk shout-
ing. The technical proficiency of all the mem-
bers of Demi/Monde is guaranteed to lay to
rest for good the myth that women are not
capable of producing tight, original music in
- tock format.

CAlE womer rock bands, in whxch’the women, '

: 'earher prOJects 1n which they were involved.
“Asense of personal growth and of Demi/
Monde being more challenging and more
fulfilling is evident in the words of each mem-
ber. “Wxth Mama Quilla]’ says Susan Stur-
man, ‘‘a major part of the project was that
we were women, we were playing rock music,
we had things political to say. We became a
rallying point for the community. This made
‘up somewhat for a certain shakiness in over-
all musical quality. On the whole, the level
of musical competence in Demi/Monde is
higher!” Of the Moral Lepers, Marian Lyd-
brooke says, ‘‘In terms of what I was saying
with my lyrics, 1 feel like I’ve matured a lot.
I’m not so politically rhetorical as I was. 1
don’t write ““leaflets” in the same way as [
did, I think I pay more attention now to the
poetry. I'm more subtle, rather than just
wanting to say something for the sake of it)’
Both Gabi van der Velde and'Rita McKeough
see Mode D’emploi as an experience that has
1 allowed them to develop a certain musical

openness. ‘‘Rita and I were really young mu-
sicians when we started in Mode D’emploi]’
says Gabi. “‘It allowed us to learn our instru-
ments on our own, in our own way, and to
be basically really off the wall. It gave me the
confidence to listen tc a piece of music and
say, ‘How can I fit into that?” What I like
about Demi/Monde is that I can approach
it in the same way.’ Rita says, ‘I learned to
be comfortable on my instrument, I devel-
oped my own style. With Demi/Monde I’'m
being challenged musically in incredible ways.
The more I play, the more 1 realize I have to
learn?’

It is difficult to slot Demi/Monde’s sound
into a conventional musical style, although
some of the material is derived from Latin
and African rhythms. Occasionally their
arrangements are too busy and would work
better if they were played more sparsely and
with greater variation in dynamics. For the
most part their music defies categorization,
making them both more compelling than a
conventional band, and somewhat less ac-
cessible to people with mainsiream musical
tasted. Concerning accessibility, Rita com-
ments, ““It’s a double-sided coin for me
because if you have a goal to reach a par-
ticular audience and to use your music in a

communicative way, a certain amount of ac-
cessibility is essential. We want our music
heard, we want to play publically, but we
aren’t compromising our music to gain ac-
ceptance. We have made a decision to give
the audience the responsibility to choose at
which point they find the music too difficult?”
““We’re not consciously saying ‘Okay, let’s
be this busy, multi-rhythmic kind of weird
band; it’s just what we like to do;” says Elaine
Stef. ““We are taking on musical and creative
problems;’ says Susan, ‘‘and the solutions
we've come up with may not be easy to listen
to or what’s acceptable so far. I want people
to be reached by what Demi/Monde is do-
ing. I hope people will accept and listen to
it, but that can’t be my only concern)’
. The issue of musical accessibility is bound

emi/Monde’s Multi-Layers

to shape Demi/Monde’s following. The fact
that Demi/Monde is doing music which has
not historically been well represented, or rep-
resented at all in ““‘women’s music]’ creates
a void between the work and a large part of
their intended audience. The possibility that
the women’s community may not embrace
Demi/Monde does not shake their resolve
that what they are doing is important and
worthwhile. ‘‘It bothers me in terms of what
it says about the women’s community {that
we might not be accepted),” says Marian.
“On the whole the women’s community
tends to be musically conservative, cultural-
Iy conservative, which I think is a pity. But
I would continue to do what I’m doing no
matter what the reaction!’

““ think it’s partially the role of cultural
workers in a community to see beyond, go
beyond, develop ideas that are somewhat out-
side the actual community;” says Susan Stur-
man. ‘It seems a funny contradiction to be
musically conservative and politically radical.
I would like Demi/Monde to have a place in
the womert’s community but not necessarily
to be ‘married’ to that community.’

Whether or not the women’s community
accepts Demi/Monde, they are bound to have
an impact on alternative musical and political

circles. ““I think a lot of who we reach de-
pends on our ability to promote ourselves’
says Rita. *‘People need to know a fair bit
about you to come out, to really understand
what you’re trying to do. Qur politics need
to be present in the images chosen for posters,
in press releases, and in interviews like this
one!’ From her experience with Mama Quilla
II, Susan points out that being overly-
identified with one particular community can
be difficult. “Part of the problem with
marrying a rock band to a particular cause
is that to be most effective is to be simple—
your music simple, your message simple—
because this reaches more people. It means
that if those little complexities in an issue
creep in, or musically those little complex-
ities occur to you, it’s not a good vehicle for

- the extent that is necessary for either finan-

that. Demi/Monde for me is all about look-
ing at both the musical complexities and the
complexities you face once you get beyond
a certain political naivete—you have to face
a lot of contradictions that are painful and
difficult to see’

The future looks bright for Demi/Monde.
Although they have only played a handful of
gigs in Toronto and several out of town dates,
they packed Lee’s Palace on a Thursday night
not long ago. They recently recorded a four
song demo tape to help them secure more
out-of-town gigs. They have plans to record
an EP or album, and seem ambitious and op-
timistic about their future plans and goals.

““I would really like the work that we do
to go abroad because I think it’s likely to be
appreciated in Europe almost more so than
in North America)’ says Susan. ‘“North
America has the money for bands but as far
as taking musicians seriously as creative peo-
ple, Europeans have it over North Americans’’

“I’m personally not interested in remain-
ing in the ghetto for the sake of it or in not
being successful because that’s politically in-
correct;” says Marian. ““If somehow we could
manage to stay true to ourselves and to our
music and be able to live by what we're do-
ing it would be great!’ .
Just how far can an alternative femmtst .
band progress? “‘I think as we. develop, the{ :

“issue of acceptance is going to change” Says .‘
“-Rita:‘If you want to create analternative

culture; and I do, can you run parallel with
mainstream culture, can you use rock music’

-as-a form? What happens to you aftera cer
: ‘tam point? Your goals start to become the
_same as those of mainstream culture—-to,

récord, to achieve more acceptance, a larger:

‘andierice, possibly to record-again. To do this.

you need money, It’s important fq altern

 tive bands like Demi/Monde to infiltrate -
mainstream culture because that’s how we -

change the content 6f'pop music. But it’s also

: 1mportant to know ‘when you must stop

cause there'is going to be a point where you
will have to makeé the decision of whether to

,compromlse the music in order 1o contmu
- Right now; the alternative distribution §
- does not-have as longterm: possibilit]

mainstream route. That has.to be acknow—!
ledged by the band because there is a possi-
bility that our music will not be accepted to

cial or long term recording goals which
Demi/Monde may have)’

It is clear from talking to the band and
from watching them on stage that they are
excited about what they are doing. They have
a strong visual presence, and exude the kind
of self-confidence that comes from hard
work, dedication, and the collective expe-
rience they have. *“The most important thing
for me]’ says Elaine, ‘‘is how I feel about the
music I’m playing, and how the band inter-
acts as a whole, the enthusiasm we generate
around the music. As long as we are happy
with what we’re doing, some of that is bound
to be conveyed to the audience?’

Sandy Alexander is a singer/songwriter, cur-
rently studying guitar making.
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- Lillian Allen

len:

Jub to Disc

by Tori Smith

Lillian Allen’s album Revolutionary Tea Party
is that all too rare cultural product: music in;
which the style and content—the politics and
theé beat=-complément each other perfectly’
to move, inform and entertain. the listener.

Although it is her debut album, its quality
should not come as a surprise. Performing
around the country for the past few years

of the most dynamic and powerful propo-

welding it to music seems natural,

' _Still, tampering with such good and well
.loved poems as Allen’s did entail risks. Lick: |

ily, the project was:in he hands of r miusicians
who clearly understand and respect Allen’s
work, herice the poetry to music transrtron
is seamless. -

‘A collaborative approach was taken, w1th"
musicians Billy Bryans (drums), Dave Gray.
(guitar) and Quammie Williams (percussion):
all working with Allen to write and arrange

. the reggae music which accompanies. her;

poetry. Billy Bryans deserves special mention

*“for his role as producer of this album. The

production. is rich. and smooth, but at the
same time retains an edge which makes the
listener take note: this is not an album that:

B fades into the background. That’s not to say:

it’s not enjoyable. On the contrary, the album:
is full of musical treats, but none of them
overshadows Allen’s poetry. In part this is due;

to Allen’s voice. She is not a singer, and her,

vocals tend to: stand slightly away from the

music, more-like chantrng or recrtatlon thanJ

singing.

More: 1mportant though is thekway the“

music echoes and highlights: Allen’s lyrrcs

_“Riddim. an’ Hardtimes’” for exarnple is.a
‘poem yabout the role of music in the life of

country Onthe album the strong reggae ‘bea

‘with ‘its heavy bass combine with Allen’s

forceful vocals to evoke his sense of lifé here.
music:suddenly cuts; dllowing the’

‘.reahty”o',Albert Johnson”s (a West. Indran :

(and on. the Voicepondencé EP De Dub
Poets) Allen has gained-a reputation as one |

narts of Dub Poetry. Since hers.is.a styleof

poetry that draws not only from Jamaican .
patois, but from reggac as well, the idea of

_talk analyse, st 'tegrz

man killed by the police) death to sink in, the
impact sends a shiver down the listener’s
spine. Similarily, ‘‘Nellie Belly Swelly”” and
““Rub A Dub Style Inna Regent Park’ use
reggae elements to create a danceable but

* dark and foreboding music; there’s no miss-

ing that these songs are -about oppressmn and
struggle. - i
Not to worry though the album is not a
complete downer. As a matter of fact, the
balance is such that it leaves one feeling quite
rnvrgorated The music.for:*‘Birth i:
‘favourite in Allen’s live performances, isup-: |
beat and joyful. All the humour of thé poem’s - |
labour section is: preserved, and- Lorraine |
Segato’s background vocals ;add melodic . |
texture, .

Back?® the openin g'cut on the album. In it

Allen chants out the experiences and anger. 1
-of the immigrant. Black woman in Canada,

her chants counterpornted by Elaine Stef’s

" _melodic'and haunting guitar work. This s song :
covers.a lot of ground—from. multinationals

to-domestic work—in an intensely personal
and empowering .way. ;
- The whole concept-of the album is beau-’
tifully summed. up. inthe title song; in which

Allen invites us to join her ina Revolutionary ;
Tea Party in order that we may ‘‘drink tea, [
> and “‘work together.’
Quammie William’s- percussion: and Dave:
Gray s.guitar are as soothmg as her lyrics call:

ing for coalition and révolution. *‘Revolu- ‘

tionary Tea Party’” is a song—and an album
—for all of us to dance to, take heart from,
and buy.

A cheque for 311 50 ($10 +;shrppmg) marled
to Verse to- melf PO. 3 :

“Toronto, wr]l getyoua copy of thrs Juno win:

ning album.)

Tori ‘Smith is.a student at Uof T, formerly )

‘of the Otherw1se collectzve

Albuguerque: Coming Back to the US.A.,
by Margaret Randall. New Star Books, Van-
couver, 1986,

Reviewed by Amanda Hale

In early 1984, Margaret Randall returned to
the United States after an absence of more
than 20 years. During that time she lived in
Mexico, Cuba and Nicaragua, raised four
children, ran a bilingual literary magazine
and published a number of books of poetry,
photographs and interviews with Latin
American women, the most notable of which

Now. Her new book, Albuquergue, docu-
ments Randall’s first year back home in New
Mexico in the form of journal entries, poems,
dreams and photographs.

While Randall is revealed as a free-spirited
and politically dedicated woman who has
made a strong contribution to the North
American movement for solidarity with Latin
America, Albuquerque suffers from that
peculiarly American compuilsion to bare all.
Like most insufficiently edited journals, it

overly personal anecdotes which fail to trans-
cend the particular. There are, however, mo-
ments of crystallized perception—critical
observations of American society which ring
with the irony that Randall is herself so much
a product of that society. The fragmented
form of the book, weaving between dreams,
mundane happenings and memories of her
self-imposed exile, mirrors the experience of
going home after 23 years and perceiving with
new eyes. The result is sometimes a naive
documentation of what those who have lived
constantly in North America are all too
aware. But, fuelled by a socialist feminist
perspective, and by anger about the oppres-
sion of racial and cultural minorities, lesbians
and gays, and women in gencral, Randall
manages at times to get to the root of
America’s difficulty simply by revealing her
American way of living.

are Sandino’s Daughters and Cuban Women

tends towards indulgence, repetition and .

..as I make a mental note that we need
ketchup and toilet paper, and then suddenly
receive the wrenching identification with
people I have left behind—like some sort
of slow-motion knife to the gut. And then
immediately center on a class I must prepare
for the following day, moving from one to
another of these realities as if they bear
equal weight in the universe, and then
hating myself because that has become,
somehow—perhaps for my survival—my
sense of it.

The sequences in which Randall recalls the
past are infinitely more interesting than the
unravelling of her daily thoughts and imme-
diate observations. It was in Latin America
that she *‘learned to think in the plural}’
where shedeveloped as poet, photographer
and political activist, where she built the
reputation which drew around her a circle of
distinguished friends such as Julio Cortazar,
Meridel LeSueur, Roque Dalton, Elaine de
Kooning, Ruth Hubbard.

1 have remembered again how difficult it
always is to explain to people who have not
seen or felt it, the solidarity that is generated
by people’s revolutions in action. What
internationalism is, ... what it means for
the Cubans to be sending teachers to Nica-
ragua, when they themselves have no teach-
ers to spare... I remember Anna’s fifth
grade teacher, leaving to go to Nicaragua.
And how Anna’s class had to regroup with
another fifth-grade class at the same school.
And how all that year there was never an-
other teacher to step in, and how the class
consisted of fifty-four kids, in a country
that had fought with all it had to reduce its
average classroom size to thirty.

Randall is clear about her own contribution .

as an internationalist. In response to the con-
tinuous praise she receives for her books, she
says:

Neither Resident nor Alien

It is Cuban and Nicaraguan women’s voices
they are hearing. What I did was take ad-
vantage of the good fortune of being in
those particular places at a particular mo-
ment in time. Transmit those voices...
Women’s voices have been silent for so
long. .. The realization that this voice, these

voices, do exist, the historic realization and
also very much the sound of each woman,
individually, is something that belongs to
this century.

Margaret Randall

Randall could be characterized as a hip-
pie who found and maintained her focus
without losing the free-spirited impulse of the
60s. She speaks frequently of her four grown
children whose ‘‘several fathers came and
went,” and of her own responsibilities as a
mother, ‘‘economic as well as emotional?’
Although the children are scattered across the
continent, it is clear that she maintains strong
relationships with each of them while allow-
ing them space to pursue their own lives.

Albuquergue is a personal stock-taking, a
return to her source, and a transition as Ran-
dall approached 50. So, inevitably, she deals
with menopause and aging.

Memory has a great deal to do with age. ..
As [ grow older my memory changes. It is

t00o easy to say it gets worse. I forget a great
deal, but I also remember things I was not
able to remember before. My reasons for
remembering have changed.

What emerges most consistently about
Randall is her positive energy and optimism,
regarding both the global situation and her
personal evolution. The process shows in this
book and although it is sometimes overstated
and circuitous, the constant struggle against
societal values is evident—the creative anti-
thesis to a corrupt society which must never-
theless be lived in, and which by necessity
perpetuates North American individualism.
She speaks of ‘“the gulf between what is tak-
ing place (what'is being built, what is being
fought for) in Central America, and what one
must fight for here to stay clear, avoid the
suffocation of bitterness or pessimism?’

Albuquerque is a courageous and self-
revealing book, which may be criticized on
the grounds that the gems are devalued by
the excesses which surround them. Margaret
Randall’s reputation, however, rests on un-
deniably valuable work. Her choices in life
have made her a victim of the American
bureaucratic system. In October 1985, after
almost two years of investigation, Randall
was denied resident status by the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service. The problem
seems to have been her time in Cuba rather
than Nicaragua, and her books are of course
contentious, revealing as they do her political
affiliation with Cuban communism and the
revolutionary Sandinistas. The first appeal
was heard in March 1986, backed by substan-
tial support from the Center for Constitu-
tional Rights and an impressive group of
American writers. The legal system grinds
slowly, so the battle could continue for years.
Meanwhile Margaret Randall lives under a
cloud of suspicion in her own country,
neither resident nor alien, struggling with the
contradictions of awareness and survival in
the United States.

quadside s
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by Amanda Hale

Second Annual 4-Play Festival. December
2-21:"Produced: by’ Buddies in Bad Times
Theatre, at Theatre Passe Muraille, Toronto.

, Fmmediate Family by Terry Baum, directed
by Keltle Creed co- presented with Atthis
Theatre:

The Second Annual 4-Play Festival of lesbian
and gay theatre, produced by Buddies in Bad
Times at Theatre Passe Muraille int December
1986, featured Immediate: Family, a one-
' woman piay written by Terry Baum, directed
by Keltie Creed, and performed by Clarice
McCord. Immediate Family tackles the ques-
~tion of-euthanasia and human rights, within
the context of :a lesbian relationship.
Virginia:and Rose have been living together
~for:27 years. Rose is terminally ill.and in a
coma. Her-hospital bed is defined bya rec-_
tangie of light, and her présence is srgnaﬂed
 by-a continuous tape of respirator-induced
~ breathing,  Virginia- enters with flowers:

o “Hello there; Rosié; How’s my glrl"” She is

-.'the stereotypical butch in what is soon re-
vealed-as a traditional lesbian ‘“marriage!’

““So, Rose. How’s your coma going? I see
* the old respirator’s doing its thing’’ Virginia’s
"~ humour and bravado:alleviate a painful situa-
. tion-in which -the ‘difficuity” of facing her
* lover’s death is compounded by her helpless-
ness as “‘just a friend?” Only ‘‘immediate
family’” are allowed to:stay beyond regular

sion from ‘‘immediate family’’ to-unplug the
‘. respirator-and let Rose die. ‘I know.you’re-
suffering. I.can feelit. I guess I gotta do for
you what 1’d-want you to do for me. And I
know damned well I'd want the plug pulled.
That’s it, isn’t it, Rose? That’s it. Well, if you
want it, my girl, you shall have it?’ But
Virginia is unable to get permission from
Rose’s family to unplug the respirator.

Keltie Creed has wanted to direct this play
for years. An extremely accomplished stage
manager and technician, as well as director
and performer, Creed started a lesbian theatre
group—Atthis Theatre—in 1979. Atthis was
named for the woman to whom Sappho
dedicated her poetry, as a symbol of women’s
culture inspired by women. This co-produc-
tion by Atthis and Buddies is timely interms
of highlighting the limitations of lesbian and
gay rights. While the recent amendment to
Ontario’s Bill 7 legislates against discrimina-
tion on the grounds of sexual orientation, les-
bians and gays still lack the hasic human
rights afforded to heterosexuals by the rec-
ognition of common law marriage. And in
the event of illness or death, as we see in
Immediate Family, and in a case reported in
the media recently, lack of full decision-
making access to one’s partner in such an ex-
tremity constitutes the worst kind of mental
and emotionai cruelty.

visiting hours, and the doctor needs permis-. -

-Over:
In the second and final scene Vlrgmla

Final Say

Immediate Family, however, is'a posmve
and empowering play, not only because Vir-
inia finally releases her lover by unplugging

‘the resplrator, but also because the play shows

how she is strengthened sufficiently to com-
mit ‘that final act, regardless of the personal

‘consequences. The monologue reveals a deep

love and mutual reliance, and characterizes
the two wormen in their stereotypical roles.
Rose has been the one who kept a neat house,

- shopped economically, donated to gay orga-

nizations and tried to persuade Virginia to
march on Lesbian and Gay Pride Day. “Gay
pride!” ‘says Virginia. “‘I'm gay. Damn it,
isn’t that-enough? Why the hell do I have to

~’be proud-of it too? How can you be proud

of samething that you just are?-That’s like
being proud that T have green eyes.’
Virginia is a postal worker and she’s in the
closet. But Rosie’s dying forces Virginia to
compensaie for her loss by‘taking on sorme
of her characteristics. She starts eating some
of Rose’s favourite foods, even though she

doesn’t like them. She-considers marchmg on-

the next Lesbian and’ Gay Pride Day. “Oh
Rosie, how I’ve changed. I’m doing-all the
things you always wanted me to do. I’'m tellin’
you, if you came home today, we’d never have

an argument for the rest of our lives” And

she starts cleaning the house. ‘‘If you attend
to it every fifteen or twenty minutes, it’s not
too-bad. I’m tellin’ you, Rose, 'm a new
womair. ‘House: so clean T-can eat brussels
sprouts off my floor.’ Runmng the emotional

~gamut, Vrrglma s‘anger and bravado dissolve
into helpless-0bédience when the nurse tells

her she has to leave because wsmng hours are

cracks under the pressure of this long drawn
out death from cancer. ‘‘Goddamit, woman,
I'm sick of it. I'm sick of coming here and
sitting with you. I’'m sick of talking to that
doctor. I’m sick of thinking about you all the
time. I’m sick and tired and broke and fed
up. I wish you’d die, woman, and set me
free)’ Then, “I’'m sorry. I didn’t mean it. ’'m
sorry for so many things. For not keeping the
house clean. For not going to the gay parade
with you. I’m sorry for all the times I got
drunk and embarrassed you in public” What
she regrets most is not telling Rose that she
forgave her ““for that affair with Sandy, way'
back when... Can you hear me, Rosie? It
doesn’t matter anymore, It hasn’t for a long
time?” Of course Rose can’t hear, but clearly
this long painful ritual is for Virginia; not for
Rose. And the process leads her to a tough
realization of her place in society as a lesbian.
““How they tell me that after Living with you
for 27 years and coming to visit you in this
stinkin’ hospital every single day, that I'm
nobody to you, that I got no rights. Oh, if
I was some 1nan who met you and married
yoii two months ago, that would be different.

‘ Clarlce McCord asVirginia.

A man would have the right to say, “This per-
son can’t speak for herself anymore, but I
love her, and I believe she wants to die! Oh,
they would listen to a man, wouldn’t they?
But me, I'm just queer old Virginia, so |
don’t count. They can tell me when [ have
to get out of this room. Those are the
rules.... Well, who the hell made those
rules? They’ve got no right to make rules that

. come between you and me, my girl’

“Clarice McCord gives a fine performance,
striking a balance between feistiness and vul-
nerability, and communicating with clarity all
the emotional levels evoked by the situation.
An experienced actor from the west, McCord
is a welcome addition to the Toronto theatre
scene. For lesbians, Immediate Family, an
American play, was the highlight of the
4-Play Festival, which tends to be dominated
by gay male plays. Buddies in Bad Times
makes an annual outreach into the commu-
nity for new lesbian and gay wor}c or produc-

Margaret Laurence: A Tribute

by Margaret Gail Osachoff

When I attended the memorial service for
Margaret Laurence, conducted according to
her wishes, at Bloor Street United Church in
Toronto on January 9, I wept tears for her
as though I had just lost a close friend. And
I had. Even though I had met her only briefly
about a half dozen years ago, I felt—as did
a lot of my students—that she was a friend,
unmet, perhaps, but known and loved all the
same because of her stories and novels.

1 met Margaret Laurence in Sdaskatoon dur-
ing one of her cross-Canada trips at, of all
places, my own front door where I had to ex-
plain that, because I could not find a baby-
sitter, I could not go to lunch with her and
a group of others. Noticing my name on the
door, she asked about the origin of my an-
cestors, an interest in roots that is evident in
her fiction as well as in her occasional essays.
From that brief encounter I could see that
she had an extraordinary talent to be ordi-
nary, and exhibited in person that wonder-
ful generosity of spirit that is evident in her
work. Obviously, the woman and her fiction
were one,

Margaret Laurence was a feminist in all the
best senses of the word and created charac-
ters in her fiction whom feminist readers find
appealing. Her novels, while not overtly fem-

inist, are inherently feminist. A Stone Angel,
for instance, shows the negative effects of a
rigid puritan and patriarchal community on
a woman of intelligence and spirit. Hagar,
rebellious only on the surface, does great
damage to herself and to others because she

‘has internalized the values of this community
almost completely. Fortunately, she achieves

at least a degree of redemption on her death-
bed at age ninety when she finally realizes
who she is and what she has done. From her
story we can understand why the women of
our grandmother’s or great-grandmother’s
generation made the choices they did and
how their values influence our lives even now.

The protagonists of Laurence’s other fic-
tion make similar discoveries about them-
selves and their place in their communities.
Perhaps the one who most appeals to femi-
nists is Morag Gunn, the main character of
The Diviners, Laurence’s last novel. Morag
is of Laurence’s own generation, and her
problems as a writer, wife, mother, and friend
could have been Laurence’s own. As a young
woman, an undergraduate at university,
Morag proclaims to her best friend that what
she wants in life is to ‘‘have it all.” What fol-
lows, of course, are relationships and situa-
tions that demand compromise, but at every
stage of her life she gains some of this ‘‘all’’
that most of us also want: friends, children,

a loving companion, and meaningful work.
Laurence never preaches acquiescence in the
face of insurmountable obstacles, but neither
does she indicate that to be a superwoman
who does have it all is an easily attainable
goal, nor does she condemn as failures those
who do not succeed in what they set out to
do. Morag is strong and yet vulnerable. She
is like us.

Laurence steers us in the direction of set-
ting realistic goals, discovering our limitations
and community expectations, struggling ener-
getically but not necessarily heroically to
overcome them, achieving non-exploitive
relationships, and above all making only
those compromises that will not underinine
our integrity or dignity. It is ironic that this
novel, essentially and totally moral in its mes-
sage, was the target of so much fundamen-
talist outrage. She had the courage of her
convictions and withstood all this. We often
need such courage too.

There will be no new words written by
Margaret Laurence, but she will live on in the
timeless books that she left to us as well as
in the stories and novels that are being writ-
ten by younger writers who have come under
her encouraging influence.

Margaret Gail Osachoff is a Toronto feminist.

tions of previously scripted work. Let’s hope
that next time they find more lesbian plays
out there.¢-

WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE

i

The Best of Firewend,
ed. Makeda Silvera $9.95

Blood, Bread and Poeflry
Selected prose 1979-1985
Adrienne Rich, $2.95

Yisters of the Road
Barbara Wilson, $13.95

Dykeversions
Lesbian Short Fiction, $8.95

73 HARBORD STREET
TORONTO, ONTARIO M5S 1G4
(416) 922-8744 - MONDAY
THROUGH SATURDAY 10:30
70 6:00 - THURSDAY 10:30 TO
8:00-WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
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* PENSIONS,; from page 6

How do I receive my pension?

You normally apply only once to receive OAS
for life. It’s a good idea to apply at your local
Income Security Programs office six months
before you turn 65. Because GIS is income
tested, you must apply every year. GIS reci-
pients are sent new applications each Janu-
ary. Although GAINS is paid by the province,
you do not have to apply for it in addition
to GIS. The federal government supplies its
data on pensioners who receive GIS to the
provincial fevenue ministry, which then sends
monthly GAINS cheques to seniors qualify-
ing under a provincial minimum income
guarantee. (For more information phone the
Revenue Ministry’s Multilingual Information
Centre (nine languages are spoken).)

PRIVATE PENSION PLANS

When the CPP systems are fully in place, ie,
when maximum pensionable earnings have
reached the average industrial wage—they
will replace 25% of pensionable earnings up
to the average wage. OAS adds another 14
percent of average industrial earnings, yet this
is still quite a long way from meeting the
income-replacement objective. The difference
is supposed to be made up by the third level

of the retirement income system—private
pension and retirement savings plans.

‘Historically, private pension plans were
presented to employees partly as a reward for
long service and partly as a form of deferred
wage. As time passed, the reward aspect of
private pensions began to-decline in accept-
ance, while the interpretation of them as a
deferred wage became dominant. Now, in the
labour market, employers must offer their
workers a competitive compensation package
which is capable of properly retaining and
motivating them. Employees must be confi-
dent that after having rendered their services,
their agreed upon or expected compensation
package will be forthcoming.

Private pension plans have four main defi-

ciencies which contribute to wormen receiving
inadequate pension protection. These defi-
ciencies are long vesting requirements, poor
portability, lack of indexing for inflation and
inadequate survivors’ benefits. However the
greatest problem is the lack of private pen-
sion plans and the effective exclusion of
women from participation in them. In 1980
45% of men and only 31% of women in the
total labour force were covered by private
pension plans.

Vesting refers to the right of an employee,
on changing jobs, to her own pension con-
tributions as well as part, or all, of the con-
tributions made on her behalf by her employ-
er. It can come to her in the form of a cash

" settlement, or-more often, the assurance of a

pension (based on the credits earned to date)
when she reaches the age of entitlement—
. usually 65.

Most of the provinces and the federal gov-
ernment have enaeted laws concerning private
pension plans that set minimum standards for
vesting. In general, pension contributions
must be vested if an employee has been a
member of a plan for ten years and has
reached the age of 45. Presently, the Ontario
government is looking into changing this rule
so that pensions can be vested after only 2
years with no age requirement. Once again,
the assumptions behind vesting are based on
typical male work patterns. Women tend to
have a high rate of job mobility and turnover
because of child bearing and rearing respon-
sibilities and are much less likely than men to
achieve vested status. As such, the private pen-
sion system is heavily subsidized by female
workers, because employer contributions will
return to the fund and lower the cost of ben-
efits to remaining employees.

Another key pension term is portability.
This means that an employee can take her ac-
crued pension credits from one employer to
another. At this time, portability cannot be at-
tained because all employers do not offer pen-
sion plans. However, if vesting requirements
were shortened the problem of portability
would be avoided because credits of ex-
employees could be retained in original plans
to be paid on retirement.

Inadequate indexing is a concern to both

men and women, but it is more likely to have
a detrimental effect on women who live longer
than men on the average and whose pensions,
which are small to begin with, will be eroded
by inflation over a longer period of time.

Over 44% of private pension plans do not
provide survivors’ benefits to the contributor’s
spouse. When there is such a provision, it is
likely to be a life pension equal to only half
of the deceased’s pension. The absence of a
mandatory survivor benefit in all private pen-
sion plans constitutes a failure to recognize the
concept of marriage as a partnership and the
substantial indirect contribution which a wife,
who works in the home taking care of the
children and the household, makes to her hus-
band’s pension.

Advocating for change in our retxrement in-
come system must not be done in isolation
from other issues. Women’s lower status in the
paid labour force, pay equity and child care
are battles that we must all fight in order to
effect change for what lies ahead.

(A revised version of this article will appear
in the forthcoming publication Women &
Employment: A Canadian Perspective, to be
published by the Metro Toronto YWCA.)

Sharon West is an MSW student at theb
University of Toronto. Lisa Freedman is a
Broadside collective member,

TORONTO COUNSELLING CENTRE
FOR LESBIANS AND GAYS

is recruiting

FEMALE VOLUNTEERS

16r the following positions:

» professional counseliors

« clinical consultants
- (clinical experience essential)

& peer counsellors
s receptionists

e committee work

please calt 977 2153

TUES.~ THURS. 7-10p.m.

ALL VOLUNTEERS WELCOME

Toronto Counselling Centre for Lesbians and Gays
401-105 Cariton 51 Torono Canada MSB 1M21416)977-2163 .

Robert A.

Brosius
CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANT

Tax and Accounting Services

922-6949

97 Maitland Street,
Toronto, M4Y 1E3
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Sandy Alexander

Diana Braithwaite

Lina Chartrand

Susan Cole

Shawna Dempsey

Catherine Glen

Cynthia Grant

. Alde Jordao

Makka Kleist

Ingrid MacDonald

Marilyn Mason

Viv Moore

Diane Sokolowski

and women’ s | band

PLS EXTRA EXRA FUNT

4 Dance With a Vulva

LR )

And your chance to win a lifetime

membership to the Women’s Common

529 Bloor Street West
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e Sunday, February 1: Last day of

Nightwood Theatre’s second annuai
Groundswell Festival, Annex Theatre,
© 730 Bathurst street, 2:30 pm. $6. _
Info: 961-7202.

e Sunday, February 1: “'Aunt Dan and
Lemon,” a play by Wallace Shawn. Starring
Clare Coutter. Tarragon Theatre, 30 Bridgman
Ave. Info: 531-1827. To Sunday, February 8.

» Sunday, February 1: Martha Henry’s
production of “The Grace of Mary
Traverse,” with Kate Trotter, continues its
run at Toronto Free Theatre (downstairs),
26 Berkeley Street. $8-14 (Sunday PWYC).
Info: 368-2856. To Sunday, February 8

« Sunday, February 1: Susan Hogan in
“Extremities,” by William Mastrosinone,
the story of a woman who finds an
intruder in her home. Leah Posluns
Theatre, 4588 Bathurst Street. Info:
630-6752.

e Monday, February 2: The Cenire for
Women's Studies ‘‘Popular Feminism’’
series: Alison Prentice speaks on
“Moments of Truth: The History of &
-Feminist Historian." OISE, 252 Bloor St.
West, Room 2-212, 8 pm. Free. info:
923-6641.

o Tuesday, February 3: TIDE (Toronto
Independent Dance Enterprise) presents a
progressive program of short works by
women. Solar Stage’s Lunchfime Theatre,
First Canadian Place, King & Bay (Bay
-entrance). 12:12.pm.. or 1:11 pm. Info:
-+.368-5135. To Friday, February 6.

~‘Wednesday, February 4 Buddles in Bad
" Times Theatre: presents: their 9th-annual

- Rhubarb- Festiva-of New and Innovative
© Work. Annex Theatre, 730 Bathurst Street.
- Passes $25. $10 per evening ‘performance.
“Info: 593-0653 or 537 4198, To Taesday,
March 3.

‘e Wednesday, Felrruary 4: “'The First Lady
I of Manawaka.” Film tribute to the late
~ Margaret Laurence. Centre Stage Forum,
:St. Lawrence Centre, 27 Front Street East. ‘

~7.and 9 pm. Free. Info: 3627041,

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 8

challenge state pohcres etc. OISE 259 BIg
St. West. Info: 923-6641. To Sunday,
February 8.

ITSID
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o Friday, Febhruary 6: ‘‘Marriage of True
Minds'" examines the marriages of Mary
Goodwin, George Sand, Georgia 0'Keeffe,
Elizabeth Hardwick and Simone de
Beauvoir. CBC Radio /deas. 9:05 pm. Also
February 13, 20.

o Wednesday, February 19: WEN-DQ,
Women’s Self-Defence classes begin at the
Barbra Schiifer Clinic. info: 964-3855. To
Wednesday, Aprii 1.

e Wednesday, February 11: Broadside/
Company of Sirens Benefit. Featuring Lina
Chartrand, Shawna Dempsey, Cynthia
Grant, Makka Kleist, women’s band
Demi/Monde and more. Dance with a
Vulva. 8 pm. Lee's Palace, 529 Bloor- St.
West. $10. tnfo: 598-3513.

e Wednesday, February 11: "‘Graven

Images,”’ contemporary idolatry. 8 pm.
Sparkes Gallery, 693A Queen St. West.
info: 862-0470. To Thursday, March 5.

o Thursday, February 12: Louise Lambert ‘
performs at Free Times Café. 320 College,
8 pm. Info: 967-1078. To Sunday,

‘The Lesbian Dance Committee presents
[ i S el S

HEART THARCB

- Committee. Concert Hall; 888 Yonge St.--

9 pm. $7 at door; $6 Toronto Women’s

* Bookstore (Sliding scale at SCM, DEC and -
Glad Day). Wheelchair accessrble Childcare .~

money available.

e Tuesday, February 17: Cathy Jones’ one-
woman show ‘“Wedding in Texas.” 8 pm.
Theatre Passe Muraille, 16 Ryerson Ave.
Info 363-2416.
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$10. 9 pm. Lee’s Palace. Info: 978-8201.

- WEEKLY

Mnnday. The Women’s Group; an open les-
bian discussion group, meets at 519 Church
St..8 pm Info 392-6874 :

i Tuesday Lesbians and Gay Youth (under‘

25) ‘meet in -a support group at 519 Church
St. 7:30 pm. info: 392-6874.

'Iuesday aml Thursday The Women's

information ‘Line-is  open-from 7.9 pm.
Messages ‘may be left any time, at
598-3714.

Tuesday and Thursday: The Lesbian Phone
Line is open for calls from women.
7:30-10:30 pm. 533-6120.

Sunday: Lesbians of Colour (LOC), a social

-and support group for Native, Asian, South

Asian, Black and Latin lesbians regardless of
age meets every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the
month. 519 Church St. Community Centre.
3:45-5:30 pm. Info: Michele, 588-2930.-(Out
of town leshians of colour can write for in-
formation: LOC, PO Box 6597, Station A,
Toronto, M5W 1K4.)

» Wednesday, February 18: “‘The Loss of
One Pregnancy After Another: An Investiga-
tion.”’ Discussion of new medical research
and the emational aspects with micro-
biologist Dr. Patricia Quinn, and moderator
Jay Ingram. Centre Stage Forum, St.
Lawrence Centre, 27 Front St. East. 8 pm.
Free. Info: 362-7041.

¢ Thursday, February 19: Audrey Rose
reads from her choreo/poetry works at the
Toronto Women's Bookstore. 6 pm. 73
Harbord St. Info: 922-8744.

 Sunday, February 22: ‘‘Reproductive
Freedom and the State’—a forum of com-
munities currently in struggle for basic
reproductive and ‘sexual rights. Sponsored
by OCAC. Council Chambers, City Hall.
Accessible. Interpreted Chitd care. Info
532-8193.

¢ Sunday, February 22: “‘Our Common
Dream,” the Women's Common Video, a.
free screening at A Space, 183 Bathurst
Street, 2nd floor, 2 pm. Women only. 4 pm,
open screening. Info: 469-4859.

¢ Monday, February 23: 'Counting the
Costs: Three Mile Island.’” This documen-
tary reconstruction follows the events that
began March 28, 1979. CBC Radio /deas.
9:05 pm. To Friday, February 27.

o Wednesday, February 25: Open House,
Open Heart, Open Mind—a benefit for U of
T-Women’s Centre, with Bratty, Sirens,
Heretix, Marianne Girard, Mariana Valverde.

o Wednesday, February 25: Eating Dis-
orders—panel discussion exploring obesity,”
bulimia and anorexia nervosa. Cenire Stage
Forum, St. Lawrence Centre, 27 Front St.
East, 8 pm. Free. Info: 362-7041.

e Thursday, February 26: Mary Eberts,
chair of the National Legal Committee of
LEAF, will discuss the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms, and LEAF's mandate.
Westin Hotel, 145 Richmond St. West,
Governor-General Suite. $35, lunch. Info:
963-9654.

N IGHT%D

o Thursday, February 26: Nightwood
Theatre's presentation of ‘“War Babies,’ by
Margaret Hollingsworth, previews at Toronto
Free Theatre (upstairs). Info: 961-7202.

o Friday, February 27: WITZ (Women's
independent Thoughtz). A seminar/discus-
sion group for the exchange of ideas and
creative endeavours in art, literature,
philosophy and political thoughts. Topic:
“Women of Canadian History.” 7 pm.
info; 536-3162.

» Friday, February 27: Toronto Area
Women's Research Colloguium presents
Rusty Shteir of York University: “‘Gender
and Genre in Science.”’ Fellows Lounge,
Atkinson College, York University. info:
736-5208.

Cathy Jones as Nana Mouskouri — Theatre Passe
Muraille, opening February 17.

Compiled by Catherine Maunsell
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TIiE COMPANY OF SIRENS, a feminist thea-
tre group, invites women to participate in the
Spring Equinox Siren Soirées, March 20, 21,

‘22—informal evenings of performance,

dance, poetry, theatre etc. Time limits 5-10
minutes. We provide technical assistance.
Submit proposals as soon as possible to:
Company of Sirens, Box 44, Station J, Toron-

to M4J 4X8, or phone (416) 461-6101 or

465-6088 for further information.

N\

NEWLY RENOVATED APARTMENT. One bed-
room, quiet, basement, in Toronto Annex. Ac-
cess to backyard, close to TTC. Available
March 1. (416) 967-7118.

TOWNHOUSE TO SHARE. Non-smoking les-
bian feminist, over 35, to share with another
(plus cat). Great situation near High Park.
Should have own furniture. $450/month each
plus heating and utilities. Call 766-4920.

WALKERS NEEDED as couriers—year round
—for Sunwheel Bicycle Couriers—profes-
sional, cooperative, well-organized—commis-
sion average $6-$8/hour. Call Barbara (416)
598-4649.

BED & BREAKFAST FOR WOMEN—renovated
Victorian townhouse in downtown Montréal
—close to restaurants, boutigues, bars. Lind-
sey’s B&B, 3974 Laval Avenue, Montréal, H2W
2J2. (514) 843-4869.

127TH ANNUAL MICHIGAN WORYN'S MUSIC
Festivall August 12-16. Avoid the rush and
write now! For a brochure and ticket infor-
mation, write; WWTMC, Dept. B, Box 22,
Walhalla, Ml, 49458, USA.

NIGHTWOOD THEATRE is seeking an artis-
tic coordinator for its 1987/88 season. Night-
wood Theatre is a ferinist theatre collective
that operates with an artist-run board which
together with the Artistic Coordinator and
General Manager determines matters of pro-
gramming and policy. We are interested in
an individual who is able to make at least a
two year commitment to the company. We
¢an accommodate some flexibifity-in: the work
schedule according to the demands of the
season. A'background in-dramaturgy-and col-
lective practice is essential. Experience run-
ning arts organizations is a definite asset.
Salary negotiable. Please apply in writing to

Maureen FitzGerald, Hiring Committee;-Night-- -

«s~0d Theatre, 296 Brunswick Avenue, Toronto,

" tario, M5S 2M7. Deadline for applications:

arch 8, 1987

ARTIST wanted to iflustrate lesbian/feminist
epic-style satiric poems. | can’t pay you, but
some publications we'll submit to can. Send
a sample of your work (no originals—! won’t
return it) to Carolyn, c/o 45 Carlton St., Apt.
910, Toronto, Ontario, M5B 2H9.

TORONTO WOMEN'S INFORMATION LINE is
back in service. Our new hours are Monday

and Wednesday, 1,109 pm..(416)-598-3714. ...

WE ARE TWO Toronto sisters working this
winter at Las Brisas, a secluded leshian owned
guest house in Sosua, Dominican Republic.
We have private double rooms & suites, alt
with air conditioning, bath and fridge. Perks:
Lush gardens,-poo!, breakfast area, bar; short
walk to beaches, restaurants, shops. Rates:
$25.00 US. single or double; $5.00 U.S. each
extra person; tax extra. Reservations: Call us
or Sylvie at (809) 571-2291. Catch an air-only
charter to Puerio Plata and join us in the sun.
In sisterhood, Barb and Stronach.

ORDER THE 50% SOLUTION: Why Shouid
Women Pay for Men’s Culture? by Anne Innis
Dagg, 1986, 130 pages, from Otter Press, Box
747, Waterloo, Ontario, N2J 4C2.

LONDOM LESBEAN wishes to visit Toronto in
the-spring. 1°'need a place to stay and con-
tacts. Any Lesbians wishing to come to Lon-
don? Maybe we could do it on an exchange
basis.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST: Individual, couple and
group therapy. Peer counselling: Weskly
classes in counselling. Bach Flower Consult-
ing: Balancing, emotion and psyche. Health
Events and Workshops: Facilitating/co-ordina-
ting therapy training programs and related
workshops. Francine Drubick, Psychothera-
pist. (416) 781-4073.

BORN OK DECEMBER 2, 1986, at home in
Vancouver, a daughter, Makeda Naomi Clough
Zook, for Krin and Annette. Thanks to our
midwives and to Agni and Zachariah.

BLUE DOLPHIN IUUARTZ crystals and gem-
stones. Quality stones in uncut form. Reas-
onabiy priced. To see, call (416) 630-1840.

WOMEN'S POETRY GROUP being. formed;
mest alternate-weeks to read- own work for
discussion and useful criticism. Info: Betsy,
763-2210.

“SIN-QGUR GWH-YBICES®> An-incest survivor

group beginning Monday, March 16, 7-9 pm.

. Sliding scale. For more information call (416)

a77-7609.

Broadside Classifieds

Deadline: The 20th of the preceding month.
Gost: 30¢ per word with a $5 minimum. All classifieds must be prepaid.
Method: fill out the enclosed form and send
with method of payment (cheque or money order) to
Broadside, PO Box 494, Station P, Toronto, M5S 2T1.
include a contact name.
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