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FEATURE

IMAGE OF INCEST: Sylvia
Fraser talks with Broadside
about her experience of incest
and the personality masks she
wore to cover the truth. *‘Until
four years ago I thought [ was
normal, but the child inside me
was always on the alert for
ways to survive;’ says Fraser.
Interview by Susan G. Cole.
Page 8.

NEWS

POSTJUNTA: Margarita
Papandreou talks about the
struggle of Greek women to
organize, during the seven-year
dictatorship and after. During
the junta, women’s organiza-
tions were dissolved, ‘‘which
suggests they were afraid of the
power of women,’ says
Papandreou. Interview by
Betty Notar. Page 5.

OUTSIDE BROADSIDE:
Don’t miss this month’s
calendar of Toronto women’s
events, for December 1987 and
Januoary 1988. Page 15.

MOVEMENT MATTERS:
Read about free trade and
women; about Voice of
Women defence demands;
about International Women’s
Day, 1988; about NFB films on
loan; and more. Movement
Matters, page 7.

COMMENT

US GIRLS/THEM GIRLS:
Debi Brock and Jennifer
Stephen comment on the
recent book Good Girls/Bad
Girls: Sex Trade Workers and
Feminists Face to Face, and the
prostitution debate. ‘“The real
difference in how feminists
regard prostitution is in how
power is conceptualized,’ they
say. Page 4.

QUESTION OF RACISM:
Toronto Women’s Bookstore
refutes charges of racism
published in Black women’s
newspaper Our Lives. ‘“We
have been silent too long on
thisissue]’ says the bookstore
staff in an open letter. Move-
ment Comment, page 6.

ARTS

BOOK FAIR: The third
annual International Feminist
Book Fair, ‘‘one of the largest
and most exciting gatherings
of women in the world;’ is
being planned for June in
Montréal. Forces are gathering
for publicity and fundraising,
and Canadian women are
being invited to help host the
event. Betsy Nuse reports.
Page 10.

A SAFER PLACE: Incest
survivor Shirley Turcotte
describes how she learned to

leave her body on the bed while
her father abused her, and go
to asafer place ‘‘where he
couldn’t get me!’ The NFB
film 70 A Safer Place is
reviewed by Helen Lenskyj.
Page 11.

HOUSE ARREST: A Spanish
matriarch confines her daugh-
ters to the house after the death
of their father in Federico
Garcia Lorca’s play The House
of Bernarda Alba, at Toronto’s
CentreStage Theatre, a play
that explores the destructive
force of repression. Reviewed
by Susan G. Cole. Page 12.

SANITARY SCENARIQ:
MediaWatch advocate Tova
Wagman looks at the ‘“private”’
nature of menstruation and
how it translates into ‘‘feminine
hygiene’’ commercials in the
media. Campaigns to remove
the ads are often prompted by
embarrassment, not objection
to sexist content, though these
ads are not among the worst
offenders, says Wagman.

Page 13.
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Holiday Greetings!

NIGHTWOOD THEATRE
presents

a noisy show for kids
The Kingdom of
LoudAsCanBe
Written and directed by
KIM RENDERS

Dec. 18-20/87
Friday at 8, Saturdayat3and 8 pm
and Sundayat3and8pm.

Tickets: $5 at The Annex Theatre,
730 Bathurst St., Toronto

For Reservations: (416) 537-4193
For Info: (416) 961-7202

i WRITERS & O 1

THE - LITERARY- BOOKSTORE

2005 Yonge Street.
Toronto. M4S 178,

For Best Fiction and Poetry by Women

Happy Holidays

The Woman’s Common

wishes you all
a Happy Holiday Season!

The Woman’s Common,
PO Box 74, 275 King St. E.,
~Toronto, Ontario, M5A 1K2
tel. (416) 469-4859.

we've moved

Bread & Roses Credlt Union

an alternative financial institution offering-
deposit accounts and loans to member individuals and
community organizations

The 3rd annual
Womynly Way Book
and Record Sale
is coming —

Sunday, December 6, 1987,
Sto6pm
St. Paul's Centre at Trinity
427 Bloor St. West, Toronto
Three hours of gift-giving
BARGAINS!!

For book pickup —
information — to volunteer
call (416) 925-6568 now!

348 Danforth Avenue 461-7882
(at Chester S1ation)
Holiday Greetings!

Solstice Greetings
Happy Hannukah
Merry Christmas

from the

Canadian

Women's Movement
Archives

LEAF FAEJ

WOMEN'S LEGAL EDUCATION AND ACTION FUND
FONDS D'ACTION ET EDUCATION JURIDIQUES
POUR LES FEMMES

344 Bloor St. W., #403 Toronto Ontarlo MSS 1W9 (416) 963-9654

dvancing e uahty rlghts for women S

The Lesbian Dance Committee
&) presents a Valentine Dance. 17

Rhythmic Romance

Date: Saturday, February 13
Place: Party Centre 167 Church St., Toronto
$6/ advance
$7 / door

Toronto Women’s Bookstore
73 Harbord Street-Toronto-Ontario- MSS 1G4

Women celebrating diversity and
Struggle wish you a

HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

the best of everything from the collective!

Centre for Women’s Studies in Education .
Women’s Education Resources Centre
Canadian Women’s History Project
Resources for Feminist Research/
Documentation sur la Recherche Feministe

= Centre for Women’s Studies in Education

The Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education
252 Bloor Street West
Toronto, Ont. M5S1V6.

OVER
5,000
TITLES
IN7
LANGUAGES
PLUS
/ 4 CARDS
LJ CALENDARS
. . A R S 7 RECORDS
s TAPES
BOOKSHOP
LESBIAN & GAY LITERATURE &
598A YONGEST., TORONTO, ONT. MORE
M4Y 1Z23¢(416) 961-4161
NIGHTWOOD THEATRE
presents
The Clichettes
in
Up Against the
- Wallpaper
and

Kim Renders as
Wanda Cash

Saturday, January 16to
Sunday, January 31, 1988
at The Factory Studio Cafe,
125 Bathurst St., Toronto

For Reservations: (416) 864-9971
For Info: (416) 961-7202

URNING ON THE HEAT

toronto rape crivir centre
is having a benefit Dance

(@

Sat., Jan. 16 1988
at

THE PARTY CENTRE
167 Church St., Toronto
$8/door e $7/advance
Sliding scale tickets available
Wheelchair accessible/child care money available
For info call (416) 597-1171

SEASON’S GREETINGS

from the Rexdale Women’s Centre.
~ Free programs for immigrant and non-immigrant women,
information and referrals.
925 Albion Road, rm 305, Rexdale, M9V 1A6.
Call (416) 745-0062.

YWCA

The YWCA of Metropolitan Toronto
wishes all women a
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

To inquire about volunteer activity,
call (416) 961-8100

head office: Bongard House, 80 Woodlawn
Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario M4T 1C1
. The YWCA supports and belongs to the United

Way

Broadside
‘wishes our readers
a Happy Holiday.

Broadside. .
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Moving?

Send Broadside your
subscriber’s address label
with your new address.
Please give us 4 to 6 weeks
advance notice.

eliberate Decision

Broadside:

In Margaret Buist’s excellent article, ““One Foot
in the Door’” (October 1987), she described the
continued fight for women’s equality and how
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms is being
used for and against us. Itisimportant, I think,
to clarify one essential point. The author states
that just five years after fighting to have our
rights entrenched in the Charter when it was
first formed, it is necessary for us to do so
again as a result of the Meech Lake Accord.
Shesays that “‘in those few hours of bargaining
at Meech Lake, it appears-that the men did not
even consider section 15, or worse, they con-
sidered it and rejected its significance!’

I believe that the intention was far more
serious. On the last day of its hearings, the
Commons-Senate Comimittee on the Con-
stitution heard from Senator Lowell Murray,
the Minister of Federal-Provincial Relations,
and Norman Spector, Secretary to the Cabinet
for Federal-Provincial Affairs, who told the
members that the first ministers examined and
then rejected the idea of inserting equality
guarantees for women. Spector said that this
exclusion was not an oversight, and that the
ministers had had their longest discussion over
the relationship between the “‘distinct society
clause]” and the Charter of Rights.

The Prime Minister and the first ministers
know full well that the Charter would be af-
fected. Their decision was not only deliberate,
it was critical to reaching agreement. Had sec-
tion 15 been altered to include women, Spector
testified, there would have been no deal. The
ministers were motivated by ‘“political reasons;’
as they believed that a distinct society subject to
review of the Charter would be ““meaningless’’

Once again, women were used as a bargain-
ing chip in a constitutional deal. Once again,
women lost. Itis criticatthat we know this, as
it will inform our strategy in the upcoming
months.

Maude Barlow
Ottawa

Broadside:

I was disappointed with the misleading editorial
in the October 1987 issue of Broadside. Al-
though good points were made about respect-
ing women’s choices to run {or any political
party, and offered some useful criticisms of the
New Democratic Party, the editorial did not
leave an accurate impression of the relation-
ship between women and party politics.

The editorial mentioned that in the Ontario
election over 90 women vied for public office
but did not mention that 45 of them—#half of
them—were NDP candidates.

The NDP is the only major political party to
be based on participation by women and men.
The Tories and the Liberals are rooted in an
older all-male parliamentary tradition, and it
shows. The NDP’s precursor, the Co-operative
Commonwealth Federation (CCF) had strong
women guiding party philosophy and policy
from its beginnings in 1932-1933. Canada’s
first woman MP, Agnes McPhail, was a CCF
member. .

The Liberals and Conservatives are funded
mostly by big business. We all know how much
big business cares about women, Political par-
ties cannot afford to alienate their financial
supporters. The NDP has a policy nof to ac-
cept donations from large corporations, to
keep itself honest. The largest contributor to
the NDP is the Canadian labour movement,
which has advocated equal pay, childcare and
parental leave.

The Liberals/Conservatives have generally
only come through for women as a result of
public pressure, opinion polls, or at NDP in-
sistence. The NDP, however, has pushed for
progressive legislation even in the face of great
public opposition. The NDP has its idiots like
every party, but when the heat is on, its phil-
osophy of human rights and dignity for every-
one and not just those who can buy them
delivers.

Those of us who are lesbians or bisexual
women appreciate that it was the NDP who
put sexual orientation on the Ontario Liberal
agenda. In fact, the original Liberal human
rights bill did not include sexual orientation.
NDP MPP Evelyn Gigantes introduced the
amendment to the bill that would end legal
discrimination against non-heterosexuals.
Only Manitoba (NDP), Yukon (NDP), Qué-
bec (under the previous Parti Québecois ad-
ministration) and now Ontario, have such
legislation.

There is no question that there are currently
a few feminists in parties other than the NDP.
But to think that this handful of people wili
completely change parties founded on profit/

. pOWer] motivesisludicrousl:Although I adrire;;
“thecourage of femlnlsts who décide toreforni
" theLibs/PCs; the bottom lineis thatanelected

member must vote along party lines when re-
quired if she wishes to remain in the party. The
party stance engulfs the individual. Have
you ever heard Flora MacDonald, Barbara
McDougall or Pat Carney criticize Conser-
vative actions that hurt women, such as free
trade or cuts to the family allowance?

The NDP leads in the development of
policies to help low-income people, 60% of
whom are women. Under NDP governments,
the minimum wage and welfare payments are

above the Canadian average. The CCF in
Saskatchewan introduced socialized medicine
into Canada. The NDP is the first party to
bring in pay equity legislation{Manitoba}, the
first to set up a special fund to help women
candidates, and to have a gender parity policy
for decision-making bodies. The Manitoba
NDP government includes a woman Status of
Women minister, while the Ontario Liberals
have reappointed a man to direct policy affect-
ing women,

There is no doubt in my mind which polit-
ical party is most concerned about women,
and which js most accessible to strong, com-
mitted participation by women.

Marika Morris
Ottawa

Invitati

Broadside:

The following is an open letter to the Ontario
Coalition for Abortion Clinics from the Inier-
national Socialists, and an invitation for a
publicdebate on the way forward for the Abor-
tion Rights Movement.

In recent months a debate has occurred through
the pages of various journals (NOW maga-
zine, Broadside, Rites, etc.) and at various
public events concerning the conient of the
video ““The Struggle for Choice!’ The video is
produced by Nancy Nicol, an independent
video artist and also a member of the Inter-
national Socialists.

This debate is welcome. Abortion rights are
under attack across Canada and the women’s
movement is on the defensive. It is extremely
important to argue through differences in
order to develop the most effective strategy to
defend women’s rights that do exist and extend
them where possible.

However, some aspects of the debate have
been confused, clouded with innuendo and
quite apolitical. It is necessary to put the de-
bate onto a political level. The video wasnota
production of the 1.S. However the Interna-

| tional'Socidlistsstand completély behind the:
key pohtlcal argurnents contamed m it. ¢ ‘The !

‘e contmued page 7

Ed. Note: Inarecentissue of Broadside, a let-
ter was printed which, subsequent to receipt
and publication, was found not to have been
for publication. Broadside regrets any embar-
rassment and inconvenience this may have
caused. In the future, any letters not intended
for publication should be clearly marked on
the face of the letter.

EDITOI

No More Power Plays

““Tiny moppet’” was the term one newspaper
used to describe four-year-old Jodi Weiss, the
kid who was dumped from a Scarborough
hockey team because she is a girl. And Jodi’s
problem with the Cedar Hill house league got-
front page coverage.

Of course we are delighted that major news-

" papers played their part in raising public aware-

ness about women’s sport issues. But we have
been exposed to more than twenty years of
journalistic enthusiasm over girls who are able
to play “‘boys’ games!’ And we have human
rights codes and a charter that prohibit sex
discrimination in sport, while at the same time
protecting female-only sports under the provi-
sions for affirmative action programs. One
might ask why these incidents of sex discrimi-
nation in sport keep coming up.

That a sizable percentage of girls and women
can perform as well as boys and men on the
playing field or the ice rink is no longer espe-
cially newsworthy. Research dating back fifty
years has documented the overlap in athletic
performance between the sexes. Feminist sci-
ence has convincingly demonstrated that sex
differences in strength and endurance can be
explained more adequately in terms of social
and cultural factors than by the value-laden

concept of “‘female biology.” We are all aware.

that there are girls who can run as fast, swim as

" far (and further), and catch as well as most
boys. And, although this is a well-kept secret,
exercise physiologists know that the gap be-
tween the sexes is getting smaller, and is ex-
pected to disappear in activities suchas distance
swimming, running and cychng n the next
couple of decades.

The questions that newspapers cannot be
expected totackle, questions that feminists-and
progressive men ih sport are beginning to ex-
plore, go beyond equality issues to challenge
the nature of sport as presently constituted.
Advancing the liberal argument that, if it’s
good for boys, then it’s good for girls too, they
are asking whether competitive team sports are
good for anyone. And, in this specific case,
why are four-year-olds of either sex being
directed into organized sport? Are parents or
coaches simply deriving vicarious pleasure
from shouting encouragement (or, in some
cases, abuse) from the sidelines? Are kids be-
ing indoctrinated into the value system of
malestream sport—and, by extension, male-
stream business and politics—at this early age
as a form of social control? Are they absorbing
the win-at-all-costs mentality so that they will
fit into the capitalist system? Are they being
regimented and trained at a time when freedom
and fun on the ice would be more appropriate?

Alternative forms of sport have been devel-

oping in North America in the past decade,
and it is not coincidental that this trend is
occurring at the same time as the contem-
porary women’s movement. One of the best
known in women’s communities is the lesbian-
feminist softball league. In Toronto, the Notso
Amazons have just completed their fourth sea-
son; in many American cities, these leagues
have histories of ten years or more.

Feminists in the sociology of sport are realiz-
ing that these leagues are a vital part of the
feminist project of transforming sport. Orga-
nization of women-only sport takes a different

form, operating on a collective rather than

hierarchical committee structure. Child care
and car pools are organized. The issue of recre-

. ation vs. competition arises as collectives de-

bate whether to have playoffs, whether to make

- rule changes, even whether to keep score. And,

in leagues where feminist principles are up
front, women are sensitive to the different ages,
physiques and ability levels within the league
and develop a competitive style that does not
belittle the efforts of other players.

It’s time that newspapers paid as much
attention to these women as they do to the
four-year-olds who make it in the world of
organized competitive sport.

Yok 9, 00,3
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by Debi Brock and Jennifer Stephen

#n Good Girls/Bad Girls: Sex Trade Workers
and Feminists Face to Face (Women’s Press,
1987), editor Laurie Bell asks sex trade work-
ers, ‘‘Are we your sisters?’’ She also asks fem-
inists and sex trade workers, ‘“How can we be
redeemed in each other’s eyes? What are we
asking of each other?”’

Of course, we don’t have the answers to
those questions, and are not going to pretend
that we do. What we can do is talk about what
our experiences have been working in feminist
organizations. But before doing that, we want
to talk about this ‘‘we’’ thing for aminute.

First of all, not everyone realizes that there is
no monolithic bloc called the ““Women’'s Move-
ment!’ There are real separations within fem-
inism. Between socialist, liberal and radical
feminists there are real differences in how we
see things and how we think about what we
should do. We even set up the problems differ-
ently and we’ve seen what those differences are
around pornography. In fact we sometimes
work in opposition to each other and there’s
nothing unsisterly about that. So we do think
that Laurie’s ‘‘we’’ needs to be clarified a bit.

" We also think that sex trade workers don’t
hear about the differences which exist among
feminists. And no wonder. It practically took
a bulldozer to get the National Action Com-
mittee on the Status of Women to take up pros-
titution in a way that did not see every woman
in the business as a victim and every man as a
pimp. In many ways, that action was instigated
by CORP (Canadian Organization for the
Rights of Prostitutes). And the fight is not over
yet. So again, we need to talk about the ““we”’
business and what real differences do exist
‘among feminists about prosmutlon and about

from. We have dlfferences in how we think
power is enacted in sexuality—including the
way the state is used to regulate our sexualities
{and just about everything else we do, for that
matter). For example, radical feminism con-
tends that the sex trade generally is dangerous
terrain for women. Period. Why? Because sex,
genecally, is dangerous terrain for women. This
is not to say that radical feminists are anti-sex,
but that patriarchal sex is the primary site of
women’s subordination and the only way that
women experience sexuality in our culture.

Further, from this perspective, because the
sex tradeis sointrinsically bad for all women,
it must be eradicated. How? By whatever
means necessary, inclucing through the use of
state power. Use legislation, use the cops to
bust the pimps, use social services to save the
“‘women-victims’’ from the pimps and the
tricks so that women can escape the business.
Radical feminism does support a partial pro-
gram of decriminalization in supporting the
repeal of Section 195.1 —“‘communicating for
the purposes of prostitution’’ —but primarily
for the purpose of rescuing women from the
business.

Some 'socialist feminists have begun to
develop an alternative approach to prosti-
tution. The porn debates provided a catalyst
for an alternative critique of sexuality and
power to emerge—one that is a major depar-
ture from the radical feminist view. Socialist

Prostitutes demonstrate at a |.ondon church, 1972

Which We Is Who?

feminism is attempting to uncover the inter-
play of power relations in sexualities which are
developed on the basis of race, class and
gender. We are also pretty concerned about the
role of the state in maintaining relations of ex-
ploitation in all its forms. So some of us are
starting to think about the position of women
in prostitution in a way that recognizes state
regulation of sexualities, and in a way that does
not isolate prostitution as an institution or
prioritize gender as the dominant mode of
exploitation.

omen who work in the sex trade are
workers, just like women working at GM or in
any of the service industries. Women workers
are exploited, not strictly an the basis of our
gender or through our sexualities, but instead

through an interplay of social class, race and-

gender. A walk through any clerical or secre-
tarial pool, past the office dividers and the
VDTs will demonstrate women’s work for low
wages (like $3-$6 per hour) and for long hours,
in a job setting that’s as exploitive as the street
track.

When we do make the separation between
the person working in prostitution and the in-
stitution of prostitution, we do so i order to
compare the work women do in prostitution to
theother kinds of work women do, and not to
use this separation as a shield to be sisterly to
prostitutes while carrying out an agenda for
rescue and rehabilitation. We do it to recognize
that an institution and people who fill par-
ticular placesin it are not the same thing. For
example, we can organize a support picket with
striking workers at a factory, but this does not
lend support to the employer or to capitalism.
We say that work-relations are oppressive
under capltahsm but this does not mean that

y.

We do not criticize women for workmg low
paying jobs for long hours: we demand higher
wages and better working conditions. We do
not overlook the fact that il is primarily im-
migrant women and wommpn of colour who
work as cleaners and in the garment trade. We
organize to demand pay and employment
equity; we expose and fight against the barriers
set up by racism and sexism.

Is offering 30 minutes of sex fer $80
worse than working 8 hoursina
sweatshop for $4.50 an hour?

But there are two differences between work
in prostitution and other areas of work that
women do for pay. The first difference is
what’s being sold—sex. But is offering 30
minutes of sex for, say $80 really more awful
than working for 8 hours in a sweatshop and
earning $4.50 an hour? Some of us don’t think
s0. The second difference concerns the power
of the state to criminalize, organize, regulate

PAMISHERWOOD

and police the working environment and the
danger this poses to women. -

There is an entire State apparatus that is
used to regulate the business of prostitution.
This apparatus begins at the level of legislation
which criminalizes every aspect of the busi-
ness, and extends right through to the power of
social service agencies. These same agencies
have the power and the authority to remove
children from women in the business. Women
engaged in prostitution are considered unfit
mothers, as if earning money to support your-
self and your children makes you an unfit
mother. These agencies act as self-appointed
counsellors, to rehabilitate women, to tell them
who they can and can’t live with, and to tell
them how screwed-up sexually they are. And
potentially, the state can use its power to make
prostitutes undergo forced testing for AIDS,
just as they have been made to undergo forced
testing for STD (sexually transmitted disease).

W ur culture has a long history of viewing
wommen in prostitution as sexually deviant,
fallen women. In the past 100 years, the prosti-
tute has become a sexual criminal. We know
how the state is vested with the power to regu-
late all of our sexual lives, and its most visible
arm—the law—is particularly punitive to-
wards society’s favourite sexual scapegoat—
the prostitute. We know of no other group of
people whose lives are so heavily regulated and
criminalized solely on the basis of the work
they do. From the point of view of the law, the
prostitute is at once a pariah and a victim—
since legislation indicates that not only does
the population need to be protécted from the
prostitute, but prostitutes need to be protected
from themselves. While feminists generally
support partial decrimminalization, the domi-
nant tendency among feminists is to view the
prostitute as a victim—as someone who needs
to be protected both from herself and from
men—pimps and tricks alike.

For example, a resolution was passed by
NAC last year, calling for the removal of the
““living on the avails”’ section in the Criminal
Code. There was significant opposition to that
resolution. Many feminists cannot believe that
a prostitute can be involved with a man or a
woman without that person being her pimp,
and worse, one who beats her while taking all
of her money. In addition, while calling for
partial decriminalization, the prevalence of the
victim analysis indicates that many feminists

still support the intent of the Criminal Code

and that of the state: to control the lives of
prostitutes-_if not through thecourts andthe
judiciary, then through the agencies charged
with social service delivery. Thisis the most in-
sidious and dangerous, if subtle, element of
bureaucratic regulation and sexual control
since, again, these agencies have the power to
remove children from the custody of women
working in the sex trade, to determine who is

“is‘implicated. We still have a’long way to g0

and isn’t a pimp, and to impose “‘rehabilitative
therapy’’ on women whom they assume need
to be rescued from prostitution.

Again at NAC’s 1987 AGM, a resolution
which would have required that NAC oppose
the mandatory testing and quaranteening of
prostitutes for AIDS and other STDs was
amended to refer to people, generally, not to
prostitutes alone. This amendment, on the sur-
face, sounds fine since we are clearly opposed
to the forced testing of anyone, including gay
men. However, the debate from the floor clear-
ly demonstrated that the association of prosti-
tutes with the spread of AIDS was rigidly fixed
in the minds of most women at that confer-
ence. It seems that many women are buying
into the media hype linking prostitution to the
spread of AIDS, despite the fact that prosti-
tutes are safe-sex practitioners {and have been
for longer than anyone else), and that the
female-to-male transmission rate of the virus
is alimost negligible.

SOme femitists, it seems, are more likely

" to view prostitutes as social pariahs than as

“‘sisters.” Here, again, there is an insidious link
to the rationale which the state uses to control
prostitutes. Instead of uniting in support of sex
trade workers, NAC chose a civil rights defence
asits fall-back position. A civil rights defence
of all people on this question is fine. But not all
people are under attack around the scapegoat-
ing for AIDS. Like gay men, sex trade workers
have been singled out, and NAC claimed to be
prepared to support that struggle: it has not
come through.

When the idea of urine testing for auto-
workers was suggested by management in order
to see if anyone was doing drugs while on the
job, the labour movement united to fight it.

the continuing and developing dialogue be-
tween feminists and sex trade workers is crit-
ical. However, we think that ‘‘we’’ as feminists
have to be clear about what our differences are,
and, that those differences have got to be com-
municated effectively and clearly to workers in
the sex trade.

‘We must also recognize that our task is not
to organize workers in the sex trade: that kind
of momentum must come from within the sex
trade itself. Nor is it the task of feminists to
unilaterally organize and provide social set-
vices for women on the street or in the escort
services: those services are most effective when
they are organized and coordinated for and by
women working in the sex trade. These ser-
vices, offered without fear of legal penalty, can
provide what sex trade workers want—how to
get alawyer, where to get general mredical and
health care, and abortion referrals—when it’s
wanted and when it’s needed. CORP is pro-
posing exactly this kind of service: it’s called
Maggies, It will be run as a self-help project for
prostitutes, and be run entirely by and for pros-
titutes. We can all work to make sure this pro-
ject gets off the ground.

We can also work in solidarity with women
in the sex trade. We can use our own organiza-
tions to demand full decriminalization: the
removal of communicating, living on the avails,
procuring and bawdy-house laws from the
Criminal Code. There are other sections of the
Criminal Code relating to extortion, assault,
and sexual assault which can be used to deal
with the violence and coercion when it does
occur.

QOur task must also include working to im-
prove the social and economic conditions for
all women, so that all women can make real
choices about our work and the conditions
under which we will agree to work—Dboth in the
sex trade and i our straight jobs.

Feminists need to be very clear about the im-
plications which our strategies and tactics might
have where sexual regulation through the state

toward articulating our differences,.as femis
‘nists, around  prostitution. Moreover, there s
been very little action around prostitution on
the part of feminists, while the cops have been
having a field day.

Debi Brock and Jennifer Stephen are members

- of the International Women’s Day Committee,

a Toronto-based socialist feminist action group.

Broadside
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Margarita Papandreou:

Betty Notar was recently in Greece where she
spoke to Margarita Papandreou, American-
born wife of Greek Prime Minister Andreas
Popandreou, at the official residence in Athens.
Margarita Papandreou is a leader of the
Women’s Union of Greece.

Interview by Betty Notar

Betty Notar: Greece appears to be a very
patriarchal society? Is this true?

Margarita Papandreou: People often say to
me that they have an impression of Greece that
is almost that of a jungle society. They can’t
believe that a woman can go out with a woman
friend of hers and have a drink somewhere.
They have this image of a woman walled away
at home with the extended family. Greeceis not
that far behind in the ways women are treated
in other countries. Here it’s more obvious, so it
hits you right between the eyes and seems a lit-
tle more brutal. Sexism is more subtle in other
countries.

B.N.: How do you manage to get women’s
issues promoted in Greece?

M.P.: First you select the wife of the prime
minister and ensure she is a feminist. For as we
know being a woman prime minister is not
enough. Just look at Margaret Thatcher
(laughter).

B.N.: You wereinstrumental in organizing the
Union of Greek Women [a nation wide
women’s organjzation, ideologically oriented
to the Pan-Hellenic Socialist party, PASOK,
which has claimed a membership of 15,000].
How difficult was it for youto do this, beinga
non-Greek? What difficulties did you face?
M.P.: It wasn’t taken seriously, it was treated
like a group of housewives. They attacked the
party, they attacked Andreas, they attacked
me. I don’t like the dirty tactics that comment
on what I’m wearing or where [ went and who
I danced with. These are putdowns and they
tend to be done much more towards women

rules that you could not have more than five
people in your home without police approval.
The interesting thing s that the military dic-
tatorship dissolved all women’s organizations
within the first two weeks of taking power,
which suggests they were afraid of the power of
women. During the dictatorship, Greek women
could only follow the women’s movement
through foreign newspapers and books. When
the dictatorship fell, women were quite ready
to organize again. That’s what made it possible
to move ahead. What I could offer, more than
anything, was organizational techniques be-
cause I had been trained as a community orga-
nizer. I have been an organizer since I was a
young girl. This is typically American. Ameri-

; tﬁ‘élly wehopetoh

cans are known for being able to organize well.
I brought these techniques with me, and the
women were eager to learn in order to push for
the things they thought were important.
B.N.: How did you become involved with
women’s issues in Greece?

M.P.: The Greek women were eager to move
ahead. It’s been a nice combination of cultures.
The Greeks are very spontancous and enthusi-
astic. I tell the story of the journalist who asked
me, “When you were a little girl, in the plains
of Illinois, did you ever imagine that one day
you’d be the wife of the prime minister of
Greece?”” What a stupid question. Isaid, *“The
wife of the prime minister? [ dreamed [ would
be the prime minister!’ I considered it very
funny, but then it got into the Greek newspapers
and it was said that I wanted to take over.

My first conscious awareness of sex discrim-
ination had to do with sports. When I was a
sophomore in high school, 1 was on the girls’
basketball team. There were tryouts for the
boys’ team, which travelled to other schools.
The girls only travelled as:cheerleaders for the
boys’ team. I knew I'was a good player so |
went to the coach and said I’d like to try out for
the boys’ team. He paused, then said I couldn’t

‘because I was a girl. It was like a light went off.

B.N.: How did your stay in Canada shape
your views? .

M.P.: Canadawasa good experience because
I'had the chance to be in touch with femminists
there. All the time, I was saying to myself, if we
ever get back to Greece, I will turn my attention
and political skills to the equality of women. 1
was so committed that the second day I was
back in Greece, I started calling women. We
didn’t even have furniture in this house, but I
started getting in touch with women. I put into
practice something that was burning inside me.
B.N.: T heard there was a new shelter for
assaulted women opening up in Athens.
M.P.: This will be the first shelter in Greece.
There is a bigneed. We’ve had no'experiencein
this area, so several women were sent abroad to
Ireland, England, Germany and Belgium to

of Greece:
B.N.: Whatisbeing done to address the issues
of incest and child sexual abuse? It’s only been
in recent years in Canada that the silence has
been broken on those problems.

M.P.: The whole question of incest is very dif-
ficult to address in Greek society. About five
years ago, two Greek women made a film about
their own stories of being sexually abused.
When they approached TV executives and
tried to have it aired, the executives, who were
men, said no. They were embarrassed and
denied that this was a problem. It’s a big prob-
lem and needs to be dealt with.

" B.N.: What about access to birth control and

abortions?

ve shelters in all the regions

"
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racle of Change

M.P.: Abortions have been legal and available
in state hospitals since 1985.

B.N.: InEuropeand North America, gays and
lesbians have orgarized and are now part of
the political agenda. Ontario passed anti-
discrimination legislation last year. What is the
status of gays and lesbians in Greece?

M.P.: (long pause) I'll tell you a story of a
friend of mine. Her husband had a top job
with economic affairs here in Greece. She was
one of these types who does a ot of charity and
did a lot for the island of Lesbos. The island
decided finally to recognize all that she had
done for the island and they wanted to make
her an honorary citizen. So one day, I get this
phone eall and she says ‘‘Margarita, would you
like to see me become a lesbian?”’ I said
““What! I can think of nothing more interest-
ing!”” (laughter). So we went together and she
became an honorary Lesbian.

The public attitudes towards homosexuality
here are not as progressive as they are in some
other countries. You can’t talk easily or be open
regarding homosexuality. There is prejudice
and antagonism towards any expression of
homosexuality. The worst thing you can call
someone is a homosexual. Thisisacurse, It’s
also true that lesbiansin Greece have not been
a powerful force, they have not organized in

" such a way asto state their case, their beliefs.

They are really hidden.

B.N.: You’vetaken an active role internation-
ally in women’s issues and were one of the
delegates to the 1985 World Conference mark-
ing the United Nations Decade for Women in
Nairobi.

M.P.: When 1 was in Nairobi and gave the
report for the Greek delegation, I saidin strong
words that the women’s movement is a
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political movement. There was such a response
to this that I had to realize it had not been
defined that way, that it had been defined asa
social movement of some kind.

B.N.: Iunderstand you’ve also become more
involved with the peace movement.

M.P.: Women must play arole in the interna-
tional arena, especially in the peace movement.
Women’s ways of dealing with conflict come
out of the experience of being marginalized.
They don’t have the weapons, the positions,
the power, the physical strength. The patient,
non-violent ways women have for resolving
conflict, these values should be incorporated
internationally.

B.N.: Do you feel peace is possible in a patriar-
chal society?

M.P.: The answer is no. When we struggle for
change, for peace, we must change the patriar-
chal values which form the basis of our society:
patriarchy is based on a global war system. The
women’s movement must join the peace move-
ment in order to make the peace movement
more accountable for women’s issues. We
must have parallel struggles, but we must
understand the interconnections.

Betty Notar is a third generation Greek Cana-
dian and a feminist active in issues of violence
against women and children.
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The following is an open letter from the staff
and board of the Toronto Women’s Bookstore:

The Toronto Women'’s Bookstore would like to
respond to the letter/article entitled *“There’s
no Racism There’’ written by Pauline Peters, a
collective member of Our Lives (a Black
women’s newspaper in Toronto) and a former
staff member of the Toronto Women’s Book-
store. This article appeared in the July/Sept.
1987 issue of Our Lives.

We have been silent too long on this issue.
We have a responsibility to the community that
we serve, live and work in politically to give
some background as to why this question of
racism arose. As an organization that is active-
1y involved in anti-racist work in Toronto, we
know that it is important to clarify any allega-
tions being made about us,

In January 1986, this non-profit organi-
zation became a collective after a long, hard
struggle to gain recognition of important
organizational and political issues. The new
collective inherited an eleven-year legacy that
included a vertical management, a small board
of three, staff with no voting power, a huge def-
icit and a primary representation in the store of
a liberal white women’s movement perspective.
The TWB was not transformed overnight when
the organization became a collective; rather we
have been in a state of transformation since
January 1986. We are committed to struggle,
and have been in continual process for change.
Our ever present self-scrutiny recognizes that
there is a long way yet to go and a lot to be
learned.

In forming the new collective in January

after the formaiion of the new collective, -a
part-time position came up. The advertise-
ment encouraged non-white women to apply.
In October 1986, Pauline Peters came into a
nine-month-old collective that was very much
in the process of change. At the time of her
hiring we were preparing to sct up mediation
for the development of models for conflic
resolution between co-workers.

Pauline came into the collective as a proba-
tionary member (like all new employees), due
for evaluation within a certain period before
she became permanent staff. At her evaluation
in March she stated clearly that her interests
were outside the store. She explained that
because she was involved in so many other
things she couldn’t concentrate well on the job.
Her own expectations remained unstated until
shortly before she resigned in June 1987, when

1986, one South Asian woman and two Black
; women camie into the brganization; ong as-
istaffand two asi iboard members: Nine months::

she said it was “‘justa job!’

In February, Pauline brought a proposal to
the collective, in which she presented ‘ ‘ways of
incorporating a non-white woman’s perspec-
tive into the store!’ In contrast to Pauline’s
account of our response to this proposal, it was
not greeted with “‘cold criticism,” her proposal
was individually and collectively supported.
What we did point out to her wasthat her pro-
posal marginalized and also made invisible the
previous contributions and work of the South
Asian woman and the white working class
staff members. She is correct inreporting that
we said her label for us as a ‘‘white middle class
collective’ was inaccurate. We would like to
make it very clear that before Pauline joined us
we were not an all-white organization. Any in-
formation or implication that states otherwise
makes invisible the work and contribution of
the other woman of colour on the collective as
well as the hands-on work of the rest of the col-
lective with regard to race and class, and the
hard-won changes that have actively been in
process.

At present, the Toronto Women’s Bookstore
possibly has the largest selecrion of any book-

store.in Toronto of book titles by women of .

colour writers (over 400). There has been a
300% increase in the book titles and stock
items of Black women, Native women, South
Asian women, Latin American women and
immigrant women, from a few scarcely pro-
moted titles that were in stock at the bookstore
before January 1986.

Although we strongly felt that these changes
should be acknowledged, we also recognized
that there was a long way to go in making the

Thl
agre

" tive and ¢
accessible to a larger community of women.

Pauline suggested that as a collective we
meet regularly to talk about our experiences as
women of different races, We welcomed the
idea and felt that it would make us stronger as
a collective, This was done in April at Pauline’s
house. Each collective member spoke about
her personal experience. of racism. Pauline,
who spoke last, did not mentionracism as part
of her experience at the bookstore.

In setting up conflict resolution models to
deal with accountability issues between co-
workers and to provide better communication
between us, our meetings were facilitated by a
mediator (a Black woman). We had the first
niediation in March and a second session in
April. It was at this session that issues came up
aboutPauline’s work at the bookstore.

as discussed with’ Panline and it was

bookstore equitable in ferms of representation... .

hatwe :ould aciivelyworkdsa collec- =

wo+Trade Umomsts on' Pauh
nue making the TWB much more :

The day after this mediation we received a
call from Dionne Brand, a collective member
of Qur Lives newspaper, who stated: *“We want
to meet with you regarding Pauline, who is
having a hard time at the store!” We were quite
open to meeting with these women despite the
suddenness of the request. However, the col-
lective felt it was important first to meet with
and inform board members of the existing
situation at the bookstore. We set up a meeting
with the collective (inclusive of Pauline) and
the board, which would be facilitated by a
mediator. This was to be a group of six white
women and five non-white women. When
Pauline arrived at this meeting she was accom-
panied by four Black women whom she stated
came in her support. She informed the group
present that she had not come to participate
but to read a statement. The content of the
statement was that she was quitting and that
she wanted one month’s compensation and a
letter of apology. (This was the first time
Pauline used the word racism.) Then one of the
women who had come in her support read a
statement she had written on working in an all
white collective.

Asboard and staff members of the TWB, we
were never against Pauline bringing the sup-
port of others to the meeting. We did find the
way it was done was without respect in that: (1)
the collective and board was not informed; and
(2) the content and implications of Pauline’s
and her supporters’ statement made the South
Asian woman on staff and the Black board
members as well as the facilitator invisible.

They left after they had said their piece and
we did not hear from them again.

Weeks later; afterthis meeting, we received a
letter from the Ontario. Coalmon ,

we pay her compensatxon and pro uce aletter
of apology. In our response we stated that
Pauline was hired on a probationary basis as
are all employees of the TWB; that her evalua-
tion was informal as it was with the other new
employees present at the same time, Moreover,
as a co-worker in the collective she was part of
the process that set up procedures to review
personnel, During the course of the informal
evaluation it was brought to her attention that
there were concerns with her work; these were
fully discussed, she was aware of them and said
they were legitimate charges due to her over-
extension outside the bookstore. In our view
we felt we had dealt fairly with Pauline and
that she terminated her employment with us of
her own free will. In those circumstances we
did not feel we owed her any further compen-
sation. We never heard from the coalition

Soelitys this 1scredlt this name: ca\lmg ofother:

again; and there was no further communica-
tion from the individual who called regarding
Pauline. Therefore we were very surprised when
we saw the two page article in OQur Lives, and
its call for a boycott of the TWB. We felt that
we could not carry this particular issue on our
shelves, not only because it made serious and
false allegations about the bookstore but it in-
validated the life experiences, work and strug-
gle of wornen of colour on the staff and board.

The women of colour on the board and staff
take strong exception to the articles “‘There’s
no Racism There’’ and “‘Anatomy of Working
with a White Collective’” in Our Lives that call
into question our integrity. We find it particu-
larly offensive that another group of Black
women can sit in judgement and discredit the
work of other women of colour on the basis of
whether they choose to work with white
women. We hesitate to think that because we
have chosen to work in racially mixed groups
we are automatically branded as sellouts and
Uncle Toms. ' We resent our work being belittled
and being referred to in this way by Black
women who do not share our vision of a multi-
racial women’s movement working together
for political change.

The metaphor of the “‘necklace’” when ap-
plied to women of colour in these times is not
an innocent one. We are not “sellouts” We
have experienced racism. We know what it is,
We name it. Because we have chosen to work in
a racially mixed group does not mean that we
“lack consciousness of our own origin?” It
does not make us less Black. It does not make
our lived experience in the world any less harsh.

In this political climate of conservatism it is

‘alarming to seeithis waste of energy -between
two progressw ternative group - This hos:

women of colour makes us very tired. We can-
not help but ask who is the beneficiary of all.
this? Is it the state?

The fragile nature of our links does need ma-
ture thought and consideration by all of us. To
realize any vision of a world changing we must
acknowledge our differences and work together
in our struggles against racism and imperialism.
A separate closet can only stifle change.

Inisolidarity,

The Toronto Women’s Bookstore Staff
and Board,

Sharon Fernandez, Betty Julian,

Jude Johnston, Chris Lawrence,

Beth McAuley, Marilyn McCallum,

Stephanie Martin, Joanne Opperman,

Esther Vise, Wendy Wine
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MOVEMENT MATTERS

Free Trade:
Dynamic or Disastrous?

Prime Minister Mulroney:

e This is a good deal, good for Canada and
good for all Canadians. . .This dealis going to
give us greater access to the biggest, richest,
most dynamic market in the world.

Department of External Affairs:

¢ The agreement will lead to the creation of
hundreds of thousands of new jobs.

¢ The service sector is today the largest source
of employment and economic activity in Can-
ada. The Free Trade Agreement will create new
opportunities for trade in services, giving both
Canadian and American service industries the
right to do business on either side of the bor-
der. The Agreement sets a global precedent by
creating rules to ensure that the US treats Can-
adian businesses in the same way as American
businesses and vice versa.

¢ The agreement offers Canadians a vision of
the future—a prosperous, confident and ma-
ture society with a flourishing culture and
compassionate social system.

Ontario government study:

e Forty-four percent of the women now work-
ing in manufacturing jobs are vulnerable to the
free trade leal. Women with iess than grade 9
educations who do not speak English will not
walk out of a textile plant and into a ‘hi-tech’
job. It is far more likely if they find employ-
ment at all, it will be in the service sector in jobs
like cleaners, or waitresses, possibly part-time,
and almost certainly at minimum wage.

Lynn McDonald, MP

{NDP -~ Broadview-Greenwood):

¢ Canada’s freedom to promote its cultural
sector has been limited by a narrower defini-
tion of culture, by abandoning tariffs on
printed materials and recordings, by elimina-
ting differential postal rates for US and Cana-
dian periodicals, etc.

 What Canada got: some access to the Amer-
ican procurement market at the federal (but
not the state or local} level; protection for

brewerles from imports:of American: beer;
staged phdseouts of: tar1ffs for parncularly’,‘

vulnerable sectors.:

Marjorie Cohen, representmg NAC

in the Coalition Against Free Trade:

e If a US firm feels its Canadian competitor is
selling too cheaply or able to do so because of
some government program, it can sue before
the US International Trade Commission. . .
The United States can continue to define an
unfair subsidy in virtually any way it wants. . .
It can continue to harass Canada over such
issues as regional, provincial and local devel-
opments; aspects of its unemployment insur-
anceprogram . . .Canada will have even more
to fear from US complaints if its social and
economic programs aren’t sufficiently similar
to those south of the border.

e The US cultural industries have long de-
manded greater access to the Canadian mar-
ket. In negotiating a new subsidies code, it is
likely that many of Canada’s current practices
will be considered unfair barriers to trade.

e US service firms will be able to challenge any
Canadian practices that tend to inhibit their
ability to compete here. For example, private
US health-care organizations or day-care facil-
ities may be in a position to claim equal access
to government financing as a right to national
treatment.

Defence Demands

TORONTO — Voice of ‘Women/La Voix des
Femmes (VOW) is joining a growing number
of organizations across Canada demanding
withdrawal of the White Paper on Defence.
This document offers only ‘‘nineteenth cen-
tury solutions to counter twenty-first century
weapons. These weapons, if used, could
destroy this planet and its peoples,”’ says VOW.

On Friday, November 13, members of Voice
of Women met with Minister of Defence, the
Honorable Perrin Beatty, at his constituency
office in Fergus, Ontario, to discuss with him
VOW'’s response to the Defence White Paper
which is called Challenge and Commitment:
A Defence Policy for Canada, and to offer
alternatives for lessening world tensions,
reaching peaceful solutions and abolishing the
divisive and outdated concept of a perennial
‘‘enemy’’

A Gootl Lesbian Read?

Come on out to see what the Lesbian Manu-
script Group at Women’s Press is up to and
give us your ideas. We need new volunteers
who are interested in finding, reading and
commenting on manuscripts. The group is
currently made up of two white lesbians and
two lesbians of colour. We welcome all lesbians
to an informnation meeting. Please call Maureen
or Michele at (416) 598-0082 for further infor-
mation.

Intematlonalf,l
‘Women’s Day, 1988

TORONTO — A group of Asian, Black,
Native and white women have started organiz-
ing for International Women's Day, 1988, to be
held March 5, 1988. All women are invited to
join the March 8th Coalition, and to attend the
initial meetings to discuss the direction for the
Coalition and the day itself and ideas for
themes for the day. (The dates and times of the
meetings are December 2 and 9, 1988, 7:30 pm
to 10:30 pm. They will be held at the Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), 252
Bloor Street West, Toronto.)

The March 8th Coalition is composed of

women from many different backgrounds who
have chosen to work together. As women, we
are all discriminated against in most areas of
our lives, as in housing, employment, childcare
and reproduction, and we are discriminated
against because of our race, class and ability.
Looking at the effects of all of these is a crucial

- part of the Coalition.

One of the goals of the March 8th Coalition
is to use International Women’s Day as an
occasion for drawing large numbers of people
intothe streets to fight against injustice. For
more information aboui the Coalition, call
Judy Vashti Persad (416-530-4117, 9:30 am-
5:30 pm) or Carol Allen (416-462-9331).

!

New Welfare Regulations
for Single Mothers

The Women’s Legal Education and Action
Fund (LEAF) recently commended the On-
tario government for introducing new welfare
and family benefits regulations which dimin-
ishlong-standing discrimination against single
mothers. The new regulations, which came
into effect on November 1, end the “‘spouse-in-
the-house’’ rule which disqualified single
parents from social assistance if they did not
‘‘live as single persons’’

This is a significant step forward for single
mothers, according to LEAF. ¢“Welfare assis-
tance used to be based on the out-dated pre-
sumption that if a man was involved with a
woman, he was automatically the head of the
household and assumed financial responsi-
bility, whether or not he actualily provided any
degree of support;’ said executive director
Christie Jefferson. ¢“It is now recognized that
women are financially independent when there
are no support obligations:’ The new regula-
tions provide a measure of real protection for
single mothers, she said. ‘“Either they are eligi-
ble for social assistance as a single parent or
they have an adult with a legal obligation to
supportthem.’

The new family benefits policy follows two
court cases launched by LEAF.in 1985, which.

~ c¢hallenged the legahty of the ““spouse in the

_ house” rule under sections7, 15and 28 of the -

- Charter of Rights and Freedoms Therewere®’
"out-of-court settlements in both ‘the case

brought on behalf of Sheila Beaudetie of
Ottawa, who had been cut off benefits because
her child’s father with whom she was not living
helped her get credit for some furniture pur-
chases and sometimes took the child on out-
ings, and the case on behalf of Brenda Horvath
of London, who lost her benefits because a
male friend helped her get a phone and guar-
anteed the lease on heriapartment. As part of
the out-of-court settlements, the Ontario
government and Social Assistance Review
Committee agreed to consult with LEAF,
women’s organizations and welfare groups on
the formulation of new regulations.

-cwaged a‘'battlein provincialand federal courts ;

o LETTERS, from page 3

Struggle for Choice’’ is a video presentation of
some of the arguments contained in many of
our pamphlets and our paper Socialist Worker
over the years—that the struggle for abortion
rights is fundamentally a class issue, that it is
working class women who have suffered most
from the limited access to abortion rights in
Canada, that the struggle for abortion rights
was only as successful as it was in the 1970s
because of the links consciously made between
the women’s movement and rank and file trade
unionists within a general climate of political
upturn, and that the setbacks faced by the
women’s movement in recent years are inti-
mately linked with the setbacks faced by the
workers’ movement in Canada as a whole.

‘We are therefore proposing to OCAC that
our two organizations engage in a public de-
bate, jointly sponsored and conducted, on the
way forward for the abortion rights move-
ment. Nothing would be more fruitful than an
open, public, comradely airing of differences
and criticisms in the context of a genuine
search for an effective strategy to further the
struggle for choice in Canada. We believe it is
a debate that would attract considerable in-
terest among those looking for a way forward
in today’s defensive climate.

Steering Committee
[nternational Socialists
Toronto

“Simulated’’ Sexism

Broadside:

The following is a copy of a letter sent on
November 2, 1987 by the Ontario Public In-
terest Research Group to U of T’s Dean of
Engineering:

Dear Dean Heinke:

As a graduate student organization, we would
like to express our outrage and opposition to the
event that occurred on September 8, 1987 out-
side the Engineering Studeut Orientation. We
are referring to the simulated sexual assault of a
woman, portrayed by a life-size female doll and
“‘real’’ male U of T Engineering students.

Although we are certain that you wili attempt
to curb this kind of behaviour in the future, we
think that the ‘‘perceptual’” or attitudinal pro-
blem underlying sexual assault and violence
against women still needs to be addressed. As
Lois Sweet (Toronto Star, October 7, 1987)
points out, this kind of behaviour by Engineer-
ing students is not an isolated event.

In our view, attitudes and behaviour are not
unrelated. The September 8 incident contri-
butes to a social environment that gives per-
mission to a variety of behaviours, such as sex-
ual harassment and sexual assault, much the

same way as racist jokes and bigoted remarks
contribute to very real, racist behaviour. Atti-
tudes have real consequences for real people.

Itis usually shocking for most members of
the public to find out about the frequency of
sexual assault, harassment, wife battering and
incest. We need not discuss statistics here. Suf-
fice it to say that the pervasiveness of this kind
of violence against women and children de-
mands that we ask ourselves some difficult
questions.

We would suggest, Dean Hemke, that your
commitment to prevention go beyond curbing
the Engineering students’ behaviour. The U of
T Women’s Centre has proposed that, in addi-
tion to imposing some visible sanction against
those studentsinvolved in the incident, that the
Engineering Faculty sponsor and organize
some educational sessions on sexism, violence
against women, etc. We support this request
and, in fact think that it is necessary for you to
take such decisive action in order to reaffirm
the role of the University in promoting positive
societal values and to redress the damage to the
reputation of the University as a result of the
incident. Just as the incident gained public
notoriety, so we would expect a public response.

Ruth Beck

on behalf of the

Ontario Public Interest Research Group
Toronto

- vealing look at discrimination against women

. visible the workings of global militarism, sug-

| Quote of the Month

| ““Jo the extent that jobs will be lost, it’s a
| woman’s problem. To the extent that free
| trade might be a job creation measure, it’s

Bi a man’s world?’—Ontario Labour Minister

g8 Greg Sorbata in a report on free trade
| impact.

NFB Titles

The following videocassettes are available
from all National Film Board Distribution
Centres on a first-come-first-served basis in
VHS format only. In addition, many NFB
titles are also available from Public Libraries.
The following are of particular interest to
women:

Abortion: Stories from North and South
(1984): Filmed in Thailand, Japan, Ireland,
Peru, Columbia and Canada, this cross-cultural
survey shows that only a small percentage of
the world’s women has access to a safe, legal
operation.

Behind the Veil: Nuns (1984): This filin
records the turbulent history and remarkable
achievements of women in religion, from the
pre-Christian Celtic communities to the radi-
cal sisters of the 1980s.

Dad’s House, Mom’s House (1985): This
documentary about child custody visits with
two couples who have worked through their
hurt and anger to reach joint agreements, and
with a third couple in the midst of a bitter div-
orce. The opinions of the children involved, as
‘well as those of mental and legal professionals,
‘bring further perspectives to the custody issue.

Democracy on Trial: The Morgentaler Affair
{1984): For six years, Dr. Henry Morgentaler

begause he felt it was his mc)ral duty to change

'ds a challenge to Canada’s abortion laws but -
‘that became a precedenit-setting civil rights case.

D.E.S. An Uncertain Legacy (1985): The
children of women who took D.E.S., a synthet-
ic estrogen, during their pregnancies are prone
to a host of ills ranging from sterility to cancer.
This informative film focusses on Canada’s
first D.E.S. action group, urges possible vic-
tims to seek treatment, and questions impor-
tant issues related to health care.

Dream of a Free Country: A Message from
Nicaraguan Women (1983): A film about the
women of Nicaragua who, according to many, .
were the backbone of the revolution that over--
threw the Somoza dictatorship in 1979. The
film includes intervlews on the revolution and
shows the women’s continuing and dedicated
struggle for socialand political change.

Isit Hot in Here? A Film about Menopause
(1986): With humour, anger and insight,
women discuss the events and attitudes that
shaped their menopausal years. The film also
contains archival and contemporary images
that illustrate past and present views on nieno-

- pause, as well as interviews with doctors and
health activists, and a look at the controversial
hormone replacement therapy.

Japanese Woman (1984): This film examines
the status of women in modern-day Japan
through a fascinating blend of archival foot-
age, interviews and candid scenes of women at
home and at work. The wonien stress that any
change in their status must be achieved through
consensus, without disrupting the social har-
mony of family life.

Margaret Atwood: Once in August (1984):
Despite her international stature, author Mar-
garet Atwood remains an elusive figure. In a
quiet encounter on Atwood’s island retreat,
the film’s director seeks to discover what shapes
this celebrated writer’s fiction.

No Longer Silent (1986): This film is a re-

in India, exemplified by the age-old dowry sys-
tem, and at the determined efforts of some
Indian women to bring about change.

Speaking Our Peace (1985): This film makes

gesting that World War I11is already claiming
victims through nuclear pollution. The film
also reveals the crucial role women are playing
in the international peace movement.
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Interview by Susan G. Cole

literary scene ever since she published her first novel, Pandora,
The most mystifying aspect of her work was the sexual content
of her fiction. It was violent and shocking, so much so that even
when celebrating her craft, reviewers found it necessary to
query the point of all the nastiness.

Now, with the publication of My Father’s House, ¢ novel of
Fraser’s self-discovery, the key parts of the puzzle have fallen
into place. As Fraser tells it, four years ago she realized that she
had been sexually abused by her father and only then did she
even begin to understand the subiexi of her own fiction and the
Jforces that shaped her own life. She began to understand her
own motivations for things that she did, relationships that she
lost, and she understood that the descriptions of child rape and
exploitation that she described so meticulously in her books
were the words of an incest survivor trying to come out.

ego functtonmg, another.pe onalzty who was the v:cttmzz d

< onlyinher father s house, a placeshe ne rallowed any of her.

i |- could undersiand. In her adu[t hfe she completely buried the ex—

- scious self. knowmg it S
Her decision to write about her experzences and 10 travel the

what she knows and has written about tt 1 reallze that I may
have been right in my heart but I was wrong on paper. I was
wrong in calling Fraser a pornographer, but I was right about
The Emperor’s Virgin. It was a document of female subordina-
tion; I just didn’t know whose subordination was at siake. I cer-
tainly didn’t know Fraser had been and would continue to write
about child rape and male power because she was blocking the

- truth about her own life.

promotional campaign for My Father’s House.

£ * *
Broadside: You are on the road promoting a book that is more
personal than anything you have ever written. Does it feel dif-
ferent from the media work you have done with your other
releases?

. Fraser: Theresponse has been so positive. I thought I’d have to
fight my way through people doubting my statements, doubting
that I could remember.

Thetruth s, I wrote the book on the basis of my own convic-
tions, and with my sister’s support. It was only after my mother’s
death that I got total corroboration. I could hardly help but feel
jagged about the timing of my mother’s death. I had told her
about the book. We had worked it out, but not entirely, and I
felt jagged for having stressed out the last part of her life. After
the funeral, I listened for the thousandth time about what a
saint she was, how much she would be missed—and I knew she
would. She was a cheerful woman, always around the Church,
looking after other people. Then aman came up to me and said
what a wonderful man my father was. That just tripped me
right out. Nobody ever thought that about my father.

1 began losing my sense of reality, thinking ““How do I know

about what a hard time my father had given my mother and

suddenly it seemed to me that I washaving a real conversation.

Itold him, ‘‘I have a desire to tell you something;’ and he said,

“Tell me?’ I told him that my father sexually abused me and he

said, ‘I knew that, everybody in the neighbourhood knew
 that!’ Itold him that I had just found out.

Broadside: I don’t know if you know this or not, or whether
you did any work on the issue before you started writing the
book. ..

Fraser: ...Ideliberately avoided all research. . .

Broadside: .. .you have described what we know now is a pat-
tern: thetantrums at an early age, the drawings you discovered
in your drawer, the types of drawings that are used now for in-
cest therapy for young children. I was especially interested in
how others sexualized you and how surprised you were when
that happened. You also wriie:about a nunber of incideiris of
victimization at the hands of people other than your father, in-
cidents in which you were paralyzed, unable to react or defend
yourself, You write that somehow men could smell your fear.
An ignorant person might even say you consented to these

Sylvia Fraser has been something of an enigma on the Canadian ‘

Thekeytoher survival had been her'abllzty tokeep an alter.
" child ‘a‘frlghtened andtormented creature. The alter. ego exzsted t
school frlends to VisiL. Her real self suf) ed convulszons inter-. i

recalcztrant chzld and. hated her ‘father for reason.é she never '

country promoting the book.is a brave one, as.any. survivor ..

She spoke to me while she was in the middle of an'in tense _

this book is true?’’” Then another man started talking to me

Sylvia Fraser
Pandora

y
sonality and all my anger. Women are brought up to convert
anger into fear and men are brought up to convert fear into
anger. It’s the social norm. But throughout my life I feel like I
was compelled in all my decisions. Everything I did was com-
pulsive.

There are all kmds of plctures of me as a child that show all ’

kinds of seductive details. I was made precocious and seductive,

- Some power was to be gained by that, despite the price: the

power in being the keeper of secrets, and being the other woman
in my mother’s life. I had learned that there was power in sex-
uality. When [ was in public school, because I was this wretched
thing, I turned it around and created myself as a princess. I
wrote in A Casual Affair a fairy tale that is about as accurate a

"description as could possibly exist about the scullery maid who

thinks she’s a princess. I required all the little boys to have a
crush on me. It was a requirement. It gave me status among girls
even though it wasn’t as important as what we girls did together,

- Then I got to high school, when that extraordinary thing hap-
pens: what girls think about youdoesn’t count at all. It’s what

all the boys think about you. I felt that for my own status and .

the front I was trying to keep up, I had to keep those sexual
feelers going. '

Broadside: But then you seemed so surprised that boys saw you
that way.

Fraser:. Everybody in the movies had bleach blonde or flaming
red hair. There were no brown heads in those days. All I did was
bleach my hair and that caused a sensation. It was the most
damaging thing I could have done. There were other things too.
I felt so much sexual guilt, with a reason, so 1 was attracting
reasons to me. I had a set of emotions for something I was
blocking out, so I had to create reasons for the sexual guilt. Yes,
I knew I was doing it. No, I didn’t know I was doing it. I was just
frozen in terms of boys. I had to keep attracting them because
I went through them so quickly. Only two dates and I couldn’t
stand to see them again. But I had to keep getting dates, so then
I became more blatant. I gave off sexual signals to hide the fact
that [ was frigid.

There was so much hypocrisy then. The boys whistled at
some girls arid took out others. The thing that saved me was that
I was smart. The cliché was ‘‘dumb and sexual and blonde?’ But
I was smart. [ was able to maintain a kind of power. [ wanted the
whole thing to crash at the same time as I was desperate to hold
it together. There were so many things operating at the same
time that I just lived in a state of confusion. But I really wasn’t
doing anything. We lived in such a restrictive society. My bust
size hasn’t changed as far as [ know and yet everyone remem-
bers me as having a huge bust. [ didn’t have a huge bust. It was
animage thing. -

I’ve been caught in an image thing all my life, partly of my
own manufacture. I paid a lot of attention to appearances.
That’s a big part of the defence mechanism. As an adult, people
would think I was wealthy because 1 always wore silky stuff or
velvety things, but that was still the princess thing. I did it all
with trailing robes, but I did it very unconsciously. My hair was

lvia Fraser: Survivi

blonde: princesses always have blonde hair. It really bothered:
me when my hair began to go dark. There were textures, furs,.
off the shoulders. It’s all complicated. There was a ‘“‘me’’ an
a ‘‘not me!’ So the business of wearing the right clothes or hav-
ing the right hair and a lot of makeup, that was to emphasize the

““me!” I also had a fear of pregnancy because it would have been
a nine month rape. It would have been like having something in-
side me that I couldn’t get out. I now believe [ feared pregnancy
because my memory would have been too jogged. :
Broadside: In fact, ydu concocted many masks for yourselfin
order to survive: the princess in your early childhood, the cheer-
leader in high school, the eye-glassed philosopher in univer-
sity. . .

Fraser: ...and then I got married, so the healing had begun
And we were being the best couple on the block. It was:
somewhat of amask too, and he enjoyed it. But the reality of the’
feeling between us wasnot a mask, and so our relationship wa
agood one. Butit was like re- parentmg, though he wastl t hke .

BerlinSe §>ﬁ°

SYLVIA FRASER

my father. He was more of a mother. In fact, he and my mother.
were born on the same day and they died precisely six month
apart. The launch date for my book was set for September 1
and I thought, ‘““Wonderful, a completely innocuous date!” B
then they moved it to September 22, which is my mother and e
husband’s birthday. There were a lot more coincidences, but
had to leave thenr out of the book because I was worried that m:
credibility might suffer if I reported them all.
Broadside: Itishard for the people closest to incest survivors.
to go through it all with them., . . :
Fraser: He wouldn’tlet mesuffer enough. He would only hold
me at alevel of studginess. Here is what happens. Aslong as you
are out there struggling to survive on some level, you’re fully.
engaged, and the problem is on hold. But at the point where ]
would relax and be happy, I couldn’t be happy because the lit-
tle ragamuffin in me, that other child, would ¢ome and say;
“‘Now it’s my turn.’

This is why we’re so often called neurotic, because when
everything is in order and we should be happy, then all those
things from the past come to the one in four women [as reported:
in the Badgeley Report on Sexual Offenses Against Children]
who have been sexually abused when they were young, There
are depressions. Had I not chosen the route I did, to be a writer
and to explorethis, [ would have spent my life having periodic:
depressions, being suicidal, being given Valium and being con-
sidered neurotic. But something inside me led me deeper. So
whenever [ had a depression, I wént into it.

1 did a Iundraiser for the Elizabeth Fry Society and asked
them what the statistics were in terms of abused women and
women who are in jails and they told me it was something like-
95%. That blew my mind. I’ve been quoting that dataall over
the country. I’ve now come to the conclusion that ineest is the
cornerstone of all female self-destructive behaviour: It’s like
discovering that one virus creates most disease.
Broadside: There are all kinds of incest victims that do rot have
your survival techniques and who do not become famous wri-
ters. That has to do with your gifts and the sacrifices your work-
ing class family was préepared to make for you. Can you talk
about your process of self-discovery, and when you figured out
that there was a victimized child struggling to get-out from-
inside?

Broadside
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Fraser: It started earlier than you might think. My father really
did love me. It’s a funny thing to say. But at some point [ knew
my father loved me. It actually made me feel attractive. My
home was stable. My mother was a good woman. Everything
else was in order. If I had had to move around and change

schools I would have been thrown a great deal. But because of*

the absolute predictability of the environment. . .

Broadside: But that would have made it harder. The fact that
something horrible is going on in the midst of this ordinariness
can be very crazy-making.

Fraser: But the split worked. It’s called a creative neurosis. I got
enough support when 1 went to school. Boy, was I over-
motivated. I was supposed to be smart. My sister had been

-smart too. I developed a lot of fast social skills. I turned my
-situation with my father into being a princess, powerful. [t was

my defence. So I was able to get enough strokes from the en-

- vironment. The personality I threw up that went to school was

almost without fear. Anger I had a lot of, but no fear. All the
fear and passivity wias in the other personality. And because the
existing personality was so strong, I was able to confine that
other personality to my father’s house. It never left the house.

Until about four years ago, I thought that I was pretty nor-
mal. I had met someone casually with the release of Pandora
[Fraser’s novel about the astonishing and sometimes frighten-
ing adventures of an eight year old girl]. A reviewer had said
that children were not innocent, that children were seductive at
an early age and that women complained too much about this
sort of thing. He didn’t believe the incident with the breadman
in which Pandora is almost attacked but gets away in time. He

~ said all of this in such a smarmy way that my other self instantly

caught onto this man and knew that he knew more than he was

. saying about the situation. The child inside me that knew my

secret was a very psychic and intuitive child, always on the alert
for ways to survive.
Then I found out that this man was a sexual abuser. So, what

. my other self knew and what I myself was understanding just

SYLVIA FRASER |

k Pandora. It was liked rrilcfochlp goinginioa computer.

‘was ready toremember,-or it wouldn’t have happened. Andifit
hadn t happened something else would have, When I fo

g ntheraplst you dream I unglan Anyway,
0 bepanicked by-what washappening:, » o
It is a hugeleap, to think that your father sexually abused

er Father’s

““Fraser.then andno

you, and then even worse, to face the fact that it went on long
after your memories of other things begin. I went four times to
a hypnotherapist and every time I went something important
happened. I went to a psychic a few times. Once he asked me,
“Why does your father look so sad?”” and I answered,
‘‘Because he sexually abused me until 1 was five!” And he said,
“It was a heckuva a lot longer than that, wasn’tit?” And I didn’t
react. But that night I went into a state of anxiety and I under-
stood why the images of the child inside my head was so much
older than what I would have had to be to fit into my game plan
of being abused until age five.

I went to a Freudian therapist too. My dreams were full of in-
cest and they confused me because I knew that I hated my father
and that I never would have wanted him to touch me., Well, the
Freudian gave me a convenient way to discoumt what had hap-
pened because he had all that Freudian lore about the innocent
father and the seductive daughter. I should say though that he
got me writing, but he really retarded my deep understanding of
what was happening to me. )
Broadside: Are there any therapies that you think would work
for you now?

Fraser: Ialways found it easier to believe what I spontaneously
remembered. My body was damaged and my head had taken
over. My body had been left behind. Doing massage atipoints
where the tension formed brought back memories and culmi-
nated in memories I Had through convulsions. I think that many
incest victims are too far into their heads, so any therapies that
work on the body can be useful.

Broadside: You have a lot of compassion still for your father,
I'was amazed that you could write at the end of your book that
““there are no villains here?’ Through my discussions with others
who have read the book I've found out that this may have been
the most controversial statement you make. Personally, I feel we
have to respect the ambivalences women feel in these relation-
ships. Yet still, E found it hard to accept that after all of this, you
don’t see your father as a villian. Do you see him as responsible?
Blameworthy?

) Fraser Lsee him as responsible, not blameworthy Asa flCthﬂ !

the expenerice, was that when 1 regressed back to the pomt when‘
my. psyche had sph ntwo, Lactually felt that I caughtthat mo-;

; 2 yas achildit had'been better to beeomemyj, o
. ,father s accomphce and to: feel that.I was in ‘controli 1 was;

_youwork within the blame system, you’re stuck because ;
wiean’ thelp blaming yourself:too, - . S
<~ Aot of people who survived the concentratlon camps felt g
L guilty too, because there was no way.to survive except at some-
--oneelse’sexpense. Bven if it meant just beingsilent, youhad to
. collaborate to survive. One of the problems with victimization,
particularly with incest when it happens to someoneso young:
.and the psyche is so.unformed, is that it has such.a dirty con

mean sexual dirty, I mean dirty i termso

guilt. What is happenmg to me now is that I have become ac-
“tivated on behalf of incest victims, but not projected by any per-

sonal anger at all. That’s done with.

On the criminal level fhough, it’s the man’s crime. I want to
make that clear.
Broadside: Asyou know, in the discussions of incest, mothers
are often blamed for not protecting their daughters. Can you
tell me how you would react to the statement.that your mother
was to blame for what happened to you?

I Z
AroLb .
L
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. sure that everything is metaph

Fraser: I feel that my mother was as profoundly split as I. I
honestly don’t know what she could have done differently. The
times were such that even the word divorce—we’re talking the
thirties and forties—was not spoken. She’d been through the
depression with a family that had all sorts of problems. They
covered up so much trying to look ordinary. My mother was a
fine woman, a compassionate person. She certainly was there
for me when I needed her, when I told her. I had a very positive
experience. If she had flown at me or attacked me, it would have
been really hard. I don’t think my mother was prepared to face
her own victimization and how degep that was, not just by my
father but by life in general. She really hadn’t put together a real
person for herself, in terms of an identity.

Broadside: What about your writing? [ sense that your pers-
pective on it has changed since you’ve worked through your
personal revelations.

Fraser: I began to realize that something had been missing
from my writing. At the point when I'had my first memories, I
was writing Berfin Solstice, and I suddenly understood why I
was writing the book. I felt émbarrassed—-that’s a light word—
that I was writing about a period of time for which so many
people paid so profoundly with their own blood and scars. Yet
here I was writing about it, and I had a very compelling urge to
do so. Iunderstood the literary codes. I understood that [ was
writing it because my father was German and I had all these
dreams of being tortured by Nazis. So [ identified with all that
sado-masochistic sexuality of the Nazis—the women with
shaved heads, stripped naked, and all that leather. I recognized
that I was writing the book to study my own victimization.
Broadside: What about The Emperor’s Virgin?

Fraser: That was about as autobiographical a book as I’ve ever
written.

Broadside: Did you know that at the time?

Fraser: | hadn’t the slightest idea. It was written before things
came together. The emperor was Daddy of course. As for the -
vestal virgin who was buried alive for breaking her vow of
chastity, at.the time I thought that came out of the fifties. and

that1 was makmg astatement about women in the. ﬂftles But I e

- you, to say you’re dot

didn’ tfeel that ;

curately aportrayal
of my new book. My Father’s Houise 1s like the Rosetta Stone of .
all my other books. :

Broadside: So what happens with the next book? Do you feel
any pressure?

Fraser: It’ll beway off this kind of thing, if I ever write again.
Broadside: Why wouldn’t you write again?

Fraser: Becduse my impulse to write may have been that of the
healing; in which case, then ’m healed. @
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TORONTO
WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE
MNEW TITLES
IN WOMEN'S MUSIC
Wolf Moon $13.99
Cris Williamson . LP/Tape
Double Trouble $11.99
The Lijadu Sisters LP/Tape
Sistership $11.99
Faith Nolan LP/Tape
~ Oy Chanukah!

The Klezma $13.99
Conservatory Band LP

73 HARBORD STREET
TORONTO, ONT, M5S 1G4
(416) 922-8744 MONDAY

THROUGH SATURDAY 10:30
TO 6:00 FRIDAY 10:30 TO
8:00 WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

Border/Lines
Bethune College
York University
4700 Keele St.

Downsview v
Ontario, Canada
M3J 1P3

BORDER/LINES

ARTS

by Betsy Nuse

Feeling lonely, far from home, have you ever
sought out a local women’s bookstore or coffee
house? Have you ever travelled miles and hours
to attend a women’s music concert? If you
remember the way your isolation dissolved
when you entered these places you have tasted
what awaits Canadian women on a grand scale
next summer in Montreal.

One of the largest and most exciting gather-

ings of women in the world is now in the plan- -

ning stages. The Third International Feminist
Book Fair will be held at the University of
Montreal campus from June 14-19, 1988. Not
just a business meeting for publishers, this fair
will offer a dazzling array of events opentothe
public. A person with enough stamina and
energy might in any one day browse for several
hours at the “‘world’s biggest feminist book-

store’” (booths of wares from book and period-

ical publishers all over the world), attend sev-
eral readings, a lecture, half a dozen panels,
pop.into an art show and cap the day with a full
evening of entertainment. And it’s proposed
such richness will be availdble not just for one
day but an entire weekend!

It would be impressive enough were this
event national in scope. Organizers expect that
Canadian women will take the largest part in
the official program. But at least 200 writers,
booksellers, publishers and translators from
arourid the world will be invited to participate.
Of course there will be strong representation
from the US, UK and Western Europe. But
concerted efforts are being made to insure that
numbers of women come to Canada from
Latin America, Africa, Australia and Asia.
What all will have in common is a love of
words—in many languages—and a feminist
commitment to women. Whether working in
traditional forms or on the cutting edge of
experimentation, the participants in this book

CULTURE IN CONTENTION

is about exploring and 7
contesting the boundaries
between the social and
the sexual, the theoretical
and the everyday, the
artistic and the political.

is about cultures contexis

and canadas, in all their

configurations. That

- means everything from

- Alejandro Rojas.on the -~
ecology movement toKay:
Armatage on feminist
film theory to Richard

- Kostelanetz on the
Grants Fix.

isan imerdisciplinary;
multi-genre magazine
produced and published
guarterly by a collective
of artists, writers

and btudents

SUBSCH/BE

individual
low income
institutions

$16.00 —
14.00 -
25.00 —

Please make cheques payable to
‘Border/Lines’. Qutside Canada, please
pay in U.S. dollars only. Air mail rates
available on request. -

Fair Exchange

fair will bring to one location for one week an
extraordinary pool of talent and energy which
any of us are invited to share.

The Third International Feminist Book Fair
continues a tradition begun in London, Eng-
land. The First International Feminist Book
Fair held there (June, 1984) was such a success
that organizers were nearly overwhelmed. Ex-
hibits seemed continually crowded and read-
ings were always packed. At the second fair
held in Oslo, Norway (June 1986) the public
again responded enthunsiastically to readings,
panels and events.

That Canada, not the US, should be the first
venue for this fair in our hemisphere delights
the Canadiah women who are organizing the
event. Margie Wolfe of The Women’s Press and
Ann Wallace of Williams-Wallace Publishers
are Ontario co-ordinators. As Margie observed,
‘‘Canada is more than just the place where the
fair will be held. Canada is such a diverse
society! What better place for women from all
over the world to converge, bringing expres-
sions of their own cultures, that can be echoed
in the different communities of Canada?”’
Ann Wallace expects that this fair means that
Canada’s publishers for the first time will be
taken seriously in the world community. “*Pre-
viously, when booksellers and readers have
thought ‘publishing’ they’ve thought of the
UK or the US, or Europe. But Canada has top
notch writers and publishers that sell well in
our own matkets. For the first time, the world
will be seeing what we can do, have done and
plan to do. What better opportunity for book-
sellers and book buyers to see the incredible
range of women’s work?’’ Ann also empha-
sized that the Montreal event is a book fair, not
just a literary event, so that women’s non-
fiction writing—about the peace movement, in

scientific disciplines or theology for example
s=—=will be:part of the picture. “‘In centres like
e Toronto,;_

femmlsm is. sy_nonymous w1th the

AT

change may seem to be i m the centre or even
right. We want to bring all these voices into the
arena: young women and grandmothers and
everyonein between—any and all working for
change at the grassroots, nationally and inter-
nationally!’

Those planning the fair now are trying to
insure that women from every corner of this
country, every ethnic and racial community,
will have an opportunity to participate, The
Third International Feminist Book Fair will be
completely bilingual in Canada’s two official
languages. But organizers hope it will be pos-

sible for the fair to be multilingual, offering as .

much material and simultaneous translation in
other participants’ langnages as funding and
energy can afford. And for those who can’t

come to Montreal, Ann Wallace hopes to see
booksellers across the country co-ordinate a
national Women’s Book Week at the same
time as the fair. “‘Imagine every bookstore in
Canada putting women authors in the front
window for that week. What sales and publi-
city!”” Bookstore promotion of this kind
begunin England in 1984 has now become an
annual tradition, Ann pointed out.

At the rnoment this remarkable organizing
effort needs our donations. It’s estimated the
book fair will cost between $500,000 and
$750,000 to stage. Expenses will include space,
translation, telephone, postage and printing
and a good deal, it’s hoped, for travel subsidies
that will guarantee that wonien from Third
World countries can attend the fair. Every level
of government—national, provincial and
local—bureaux and arts councils are being
approached for funding. But until the grant
machinery clanks through its paces, the fair is
cash poor. One woman in Montreal working
full time for no pay as an organizer during the
day works in a bar at night to support herself.
Regional representatives who go to Monrreal
for planning meetings pay all their expenses
out of their own pockets. If you can afford a
cash donation—it does not matter how small!
—please send a cheque or money order pay-
able to the Third International Feminist Book
Fair in care of Women’s Press, 229 College
Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4. If you can’t
donate, but know an individual or organiza-
tion who should be approached, contact the
book fair organizers in your region. And even
if you don’t have financial resources but have
time you could volunteer, check with your local
group. There is much work to be done between
now and June 1988 in all parts of the country.

‘‘Publicity will be our next big effort;’ ex-
plained Ann Wallace. To get the mainstream
media to pdy any attention will reqitire months
of effortand an avalanche of information...

“There seems to be no doubt thatthe falrwn = |y

happen. But how many women can particip-
ate, frorn how many different places, depends
largely on the work and fundraising Canadian .
women can accomplish now. Margie and Ann
both hope thousands of women will be able to
attend the fair. As Ann Wallace reminded me,
““Statistically, women are the greatest buyers of
books, not men. We support the publishing in-
dustry, but we haven’t asked enough of'it for
ourselves!” Don’t wait to enjoy the sense of
community that comes from participatingina
feminist event of this scale. Plan to bein Mon-
treal in June 1988, but offer some time or
money now to your regional co-ordinators and
help the dreams become reality.

Betsy Nuse is a Toronto bibliophile.
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To a Safer Place, a film directed by Beverly  woman’s private anguish. Her story comes out
- Shaffer, produced by Studio D Natlonal Film m pieces: her husband was: a loving maj
Board of Canada. ' ‘

o Revrewed by Helen LenskyJ

One out of six women experience inicest before
~the age of eighteen. 70 a Safer Place is the story
- of one of thiese women. Shirley Turcotte’s story
will evoke anger and paininevery woman who i . S o
‘sees it, and willundoubtedly be the catalyst for. Many of those who are battered and raped as-
-many womento recall incest experiences from . ‘children do not survive, ' 1 :
their own childhoods. It répresents one:more
“stepiin women’s struggle to make the issue'of
“child sexual abuse public, to make it-safe for
‘girls and womeit to disclose their experiences
~of incest and to name their abusers.
~The film uses a-combination of narrated
sscenes and unseripted conversations bétween
Shirley-and her mother; her brothers and sister,
two former: nerghbours and her psychlatrlst
iSh1rley does not talk tothe camera; she is
‘‘always an active participant inthe scene and .
:this is ong'of the film’s strenigths. She played a
leadershlp rolein its production, as subject,
“expert’*and interviewer. In:many of the'dia-
logue scenes, wesee Shirley probing for details
about her childhood that she has forgotten, or
details that-she never knew: what she looked.
like (becduse there wereno photographs); what -
her father did for 2 living (becatise therewasno -
communication between him and his:¢hildren;
‘only abuse); what effect the abuse hadon her
i brothers andisistet.
. n the. interview Wwit] ormer‘ neighbours, :
€S 110 t to hide her incredulity
when she asks them whether they: ever sus-
pected what was-going on:inthe house next’
gor:four chlldren confmed to the basement,

'frlm Shirley goes back to the basement o her, .
. chlldhood horne and looks at: the bed whereu

leave my bod ,n the bed d otake myself to
a'safer place wheré hé couldn’t get me?’
That Shirley Turcotte wasable to facereliv-
. ing'the hotrot so expl1c1t1' r-the making of =
this film:attests toher strength and determina- -
tion to break thesilence and to end'the cycle of
violence in which sheand her family were ‘trap-:
~ped. The film suggests tha he hasemerged.a ‘there are md1v1dual ¢ ‘good’ >“men out
i e, when mrsogyny ‘and -male violence =
omen are’ sanctioned ‘throughout
he people to whom these chlldren. -

‘while Larry isjust begmmng tolivea normal
life with. a]lovmg and supportive wife:Like
“many surviversof abusive childhoods; they:all
Jive with self-blame; regretting that they:were

notableto make the sitnation better for.their
‘“siblings, and slowly realizing that theirown

personal struggles for surv1val exhausted all
their resources. :

Shirley’s sister Lmda was sexually abused

from infancy and as an adolescent bore her
father’s child. Linda is also coming to terms
with her past and feeling good about herself
and her new career. But for Linda there is anew
agony: one of her daughters was abused by a
neighbour, and she asks herself whether this
happened because she herself was abused.
“Does it say ‘sucker’ on'your face?’’ she asks.
Of course, the vulnerability lies in the single

wornen in the audrence who is-al Inicest sur-
vivor. And this is just the beginning. ®

Turcotte

Sobctbe oy renew for two

fact of being female in a woman-hating society. Name:

X Shirley’s mother is a frail, shadowy presence Address:
in the film. Neither Shirley nor her brothers (i'fy-
and sister attach any blame to her. They are p . Code. Save money and trouble
quick to point out that she was powerless, a ov: . tede: renew your sub for
victim herself, afraid of her husband’s vio- T : g
lence, isolated, unable to take care of herself or } ::g;;;f;:grll SSZ 70g 0 ‘ two years. @my $34.

to protect her children. And while her brother

Wilfrid still mourns the “‘normal’”’ father he Outside Conada odd $2.00
never had, Shirley haslet go of her unrealistic Make chequg puyﬁble to:
hopes to have a “*‘normal’’ relationship with Heuilhshuring

her mother and to be a loved child. Now she
geislove from other people.

Theinterview between mother and daughter
is painful and stilted,and this is perhaps the
only point in the film where we feel that weare | f
intruding, that we have no right to witness this | ) } .

511 King Street West,
Toronto, Ontario M5V 274

Vol. 3, no. 3




pageiwelve-

The House of Bernarda Alba.

by Susan G. Cole
Federico Garcia Lorca’s The House of Bernar-
da Alba is the third in a trilogy of plays the
Spanish author and poet wrote to evoke the
destructive force of repression in rural Spain.
Because his focus is most explicitly sexual in
Alba, and because all the play’s roles are writ-
ten for women, this revival by Toronto’s Centre-
Stage company had the potential to be espe-
cially fascinating for feminists interested in
exploring radical approaches to sexuality.
Lorca, after all, was a radical himself, prepared
to take artistic and political risks for which he
was eventually assassinated by agents of
Spain’s fascist regime.

The play is set in the house of Bernarda
Alba, atyrannical and wealthy widow who has

oetry of Repression

just lost her second husband. In the wake of
the funeral she confines her daughters to eight
years of mourning during which they are not
allowed to leave the house. Only the eldest,
Angustius, a plain woman without much hu-
moutr, escapes the sentence. Since she is the sole
heir and the daughter with the dowry, her
suitor, Pepe Romero, is allowed to court her,
but only at an appointed hour and through the
grill of her bedroom window.

The other four sisters suffer varying degrees
of indifference or jealousy over Angustius’s
privilege: Amelia, a middle sister, is simple and
doesn’t care much; Magdelena, the least at-
tractive, is bitterly resigned to spinsterhood;
Martirio, a hunchback, is seething with pent
up sexual feelings and has already been frus-

trated by her mother’s refusal to let her marry
a labourer who had come courting; the young-
est, Adela, is the most recklessly sexual, deter-
mined to break through the strict moral codes
—she has already started the process by trysting
with Pepe after each of his visits to Angustius.

The play, in spite of its themes of repression,
is an expansive poetic piece from one of the
most stunning lyrical poets of the century. Once
in a while there is evidence of a heavy Mediter-
ranean hand at work, especially considering
that the names Angustius and Martirio do
mean Anguish and Martyr respectively, and
sometimes the images in translation seem a lit-
tle too intense {(as in ‘‘my heart will burst like a
pomegranate’’). But most of the time the lan-
guage combines with the author’s awareness to

- tentcrashisheard onstage and Bernarda el

i

create some wonderful moments. ;
Lorca wasplainly sensitive 1o the contradic-
tionsof hierarchy; Bernardatreats her servants
like inferiors, even though her maid La Poncia -
has-been with her for:30 years and is the only

_one who talksto herasanequalandwithany

insight. His metaphor for mistrust and disto

. tioninthecountryside—the factthat noriv
“runs through the:plain and thus the deep-

driven wells that are:easily poisoned are the
only sourcesof water=is:powerfully-eloguen
Andtheauthor was acutely awarethat thei

-sanecan speak prophetic truthsas Bernarda’s
~mad:meother roams the house quite rightly: .

warning of doom. The drama-weaves, these
themes into a-play that is full of progresswe .
ideas.

Visually, the CentreStage production is sturi-
ning, presenting a set of stark dim-pinkwalls .-

- and-black windows and chairs that virtually’

shimmer with:the heat.of the hot Granadian’

_plain on'which:Bernarda’s house rests. Butin..

spite of sirong performances by:Viola Léger as
La-Poneia, Catherine Disher as the ill-fatec
Adela.and Shirley Douglas as the forbidding.

i Bernarda thecast doesnot work that wellto-

gether. The pitch of the playing is-a little too.

‘high, and that, combined with the occasmnally
high-strung translation, makes:for some un-

intentionally funny moments, When a persis:

lows that.the stallion is bangmg at the gate,.
there were audible guffaws from the audience:
Doubtless, when uttering: Lorca’s purplish

imagery there is a temptation o shoutit, but' '

too oftenithe actorsfellintothe trap and some

_of the poignancy, especially in scenes among

thesisters, was lost.: :
Most of the embersof the audience dxdn 't

o mind very much’ They had cometo-see whatis i
anamazing work: for itstime; and for.its rele:
-vance, 1o contemporar ¥ fem ist mvestlganon

" the angulsh caused bya clmstered cond tion

At the time Lorca wrote the play, it was
proof ol his rebelliousness, but in the 1980s the

- appeals against repression have a more hollow

ring. Embedded in Lorca’s text is the notion
that what society needs is for these girls to get
what they need—and we know what that is—
asif the doing of it will solve social problems.
To be fair, Lorca was not merely a sexual liber-
tarian: the play offers the occasional assault on
hierarchies and the oppression of male labour-
ers, and Adela, who is the play’s sexual rebel,
suffers for it. But her suffering exists as only
further condemnation of society’s deeply
destructive repression. The main thrust of the
play winds up being a simplistic sexual politic
that may not fit our times.

Some strains of feminist thinking are begin-
ning to appreciate that sexuality has to be re-
thought, re-created and re-lived before it can
really be an ally of social change. As an ad-
mirer of the playwright, I’ll risk saying that if
Garcia Lorca were living today, he would have
been an exponent of feminism.

And I am certain that he would have written
adifferent play. &

@
ohlands “Inn

Grace Newman, Judi Hall, Innkeepers

WINTER WONDERLAND
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by Tova L. Wagman

There are approximately one and a half billion
people who menstruate on this planet, yet this
function remains a source of shame and embar-
rassment for almost all women in most societies
today. Menstruation is rarely talked about. It is
a function that is considered highly private.

Negative myths about menstruation prevail
(though some cultures view menstruation as
positive—for example, in some native commu-
nities, menstruating wormen are seen as power-
ful, but these views are not the dominant view
in Western society today).

Although menstruation is hidden and/or
seen as negative in society, it is not hidden from
us when we open up a women’s magazine or
turn on our TV sets. Many of the complainis
received by MediaWatch over the years concern
the advertising of feminine hygiene products
(specifically in sanitary napkin and tampon
commercials). The majority of people who
complain about these commercials want them
off the airwaves. Interestingly, they are not
upset with the sexist content of the commer-
cials, but rather with the issue of menstru-
ation. Much of the sexist imagery in the media
does not reside in feminine hygiene advertise-
ments. In fact, these are the ads which have im-
proved the most over the years. Many of these
ads depict women in strong and positive roles.

From a very early age, television forms our
diet. Each year, children view more than 27,000
commercials. A study by the Royal Commis-
sion on Violence in the Communications In-
dustry (LaMarsh Commission) in 1976, stated:

It would seem improbable that children could
avoid acquiring much of their value system
from their television experience.

We are spoon fed images repeatedly so that
after a while we begin to believe what we see.
Young women attempt to emulate the images
they see. Most women in the media are depict-
ed as obsessed with their appedrance. Almost
all are thin, and the maintenance of an ultra
slim figure is highly valued. The rise in eating
disorders such as bulemia and anorexia ner-
vosa indicate the degree to which young women
strive to look like these female “‘models.” These
unrealistic images of women and girls that we
see in most soft drink, cosmetic, household
cleaner, automotive and fragrance adver-
tisements (to name a few), are some of the
worst offenders of our intelligence.

Most advertising depicts women in relation
to men, or shows women competing with one

Menstruation in the Media

another for male attention. Feminine hygiene
ads are the exception. These ads al/most always
depict women alone or together as friends. The
advertisers of these products have had to be
more conscious of the imagery they use to
advertise their product. After all, it is unlike
any other product on the market. Its purpose
concerns women only, and this makes it unique.
In the early 1970s, Nicole Parton, a con-
sumer colurmnist for the Vancouver Sun found
these advertisements to be an issue for people,
so she designed a coupon, and asked her read-
ers to submit it within three weeks. It read:

We, the undersigned, feel feminine hygiene
advertising should be restricted to women’s
magazines and implore the Canadian Radio
Television and Telecommunications Com-
mission (CRTC) to remove it from television
viewing.

The response was an overwhelming 100,000
signatures. The CRTC told advertisers to regu-
late. The ads were to be shown at specific times
during the day, and the images in the ads were
to be ‘‘toned down!’ For example, we started
seeing more flowers and doves, and less baller-
inas jumping up and doing the splits. The
sanitary napkin could not be shown out of its
package. Modification was the key and, ac-
cording to Parton, the campaign had paid off.
These stringent regulations have eased off
since the 1970s, but the advertisers of these
products are still careful about what they show
and how they show it. Some companies, such
as Cascade in Drummondbville, Québec, try to
ensure that women play a large rolein design-
ing advertisements for Vania sanitary napkins.
Others, such as Kimberly-Clark in Toronto, are
using humour to advertise sanitary pads.
Two such commercials depicted women in

strong and positive roles. One commercial
involved a woman and two men who were por-
trayed as spies. The men try to steal a ‘‘Micro-
film”’ from the woman’s briefcase, but instead
end up with a packaged sanitary napkin.
Kimberly-Clark have since produced a sequel
to that commercial, in which a man tries to
outwit the woman. She jumps across rooftops
and escapes him. He eventually catches up
with her and says: ““The Microfilm! And no
fast ones, this time!’ Once again, however, he
mistakes it for the ‘‘real thing’’ and ends up
with a pad.

These commercials break new ground, not
only where feminine hygiene commercials are
concerned, but with reference to the images
portrayed of women in a@// commercials. The

woman spy is shown to be clever and able to
outwit the male spies. Not only is she clever,
but she runs fast, is physically strong, is in-
dependent, and is not rescued by a man. Both
the ads also portrayed men holding the sani-
tary napkins. This is the most progressive aspect
of these commercials. It has been taboo for
men to go near women when they are menstru-
ating, let alone to actually hold a pad! These
comunercials are delightful, creative and funny.
They put across a message that menstruation is
part of a woman’s life, and not something we
need be ashamed of.

However, there are some valid public con-
cerns about these advertisements. Some adver-
tisers resort to using imagery which plays on
the dreaded fear women have of being in public

{(at a party or school) and having their “‘secret’
found out: for example, the use of women
wearing lots of white enhance these fears.
There could be no worse shame for a teenager
than to have ‘‘slipped’” by not wearing the
right pad, and have her entire class discover she
is menstruating.

The advertisers (perhaps due to their own
embarrassment?) rarely provide us with much
information about the nature of their product.
The use of euphemisms such as ‘‘sanitary nap-
kins”’ for pads, or even ‘“feminine protection’’
as for one’s period indicate that it is a phenom-
ena we should be indirect, ashamed, about.
The use of commonly used words (among
women) such as: cramps, flow, period, etc.,
would enable us to feel more comfortable with
menstruation in general. Advertisers have the
opportunity to both educate usabout anissue
and describe their product. The more specific,
honest coverage this issue receives, the less em-
barrassed women will become and the popula-
tion as a whole will begin to be more relaxed
with it. v

While a generalized stereotype of women
exists in most media, feminine hygiene adver-
tisements do not sexualize women’s bodies in
order to sell their product. Women are not
shown wearing skimpy, revealing clothing.
Camera attention is not payed to specific body
parts as it is with many other advertisements.
By focussing attention to body parts, or show-
ing women undressed, or continuously wearing
revealing clothing, advertisers render women
powerless, as nudity is equated with vulner-
ability in Western society. In advertising, these
semi-clothed or unclothed women are usually

Feminine hygiene ads in a Canadian women’s magazine
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with men who are fully dressed. This creates an
imbalance between the ways women and men
are portrayed.

The Maidenform company created several
advertising campaigns-which specifically re-
flected this imbalance, One ad showed a female
doctor standing with male doctors. The
woman’s lab coat was completely undone in
the front revealing her Maidenform under-
wear. The men in the advertisement were fully
clothed. This advertisement presented a female
professional as incompetent by sexualizing her.
The advertisement was targeited by women
doctors and the Maidenform company re-
moved it from magazines.

In finding solutions, commending adver-
tisers (and programmers) is one important

) T
Mayg

tool. This method is as important as complain-
ing to the media industry, if not more so.
Advertisers and programmers need to know
when they produce a positive portrayal of
women. Otherwise it is not clear what the pub-
lic wants to see. While it is apparent that
ferninine hygiene ads cause viewers toreactina
variety of ways, it is important that we distin-
guish between our reactions and what we are
complaining about. Most complaints have
more to do with getting the ads off the air be-
cause of embarrassment about the subject, and
less to do with whether or not the ads are sexist.

Degrading and limiting portrayals are the
images which teach young people narrow sex
roles. Let us move away from static images of
violent and angry ‘‘Rambos’’ and conniving,
‘“‘sexy”” women to images which offer a wide
range of choices to young people today. Let us
commend advertisers who are taking risks to
create images of women that are respectful and
realistie. By viewing and understanding media
imagery, we can become more aware-of the
messages directed at us—the consuming pub-
lic. This process, often referred to as media
literacy, is a crucial step if we are to understand
our rights as consumers. Becoming critical
viewers ourselves, will enable us to teach others
(specifically young people) the values of learn-
ing to de-code imagery.

Tova Wagman is Consumer Advocate for
MediaWatch, a national organization working
to improve the status of women in the mass
media. For more information write: Media-
Watch, 250-1820 Fir Street, Vancouver, BC,
V6J 3BI; tel. (604) 731-0457.
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Canadian Women
in Conflict with the Law

Tam Few To Gount is an incisive and contro-
versial book about women and crime in Canada.
Its nine articles challenge traditional theories of
female criminality and examine the consequences
for women of a criminal justice system designed
for, created and controlied by men.

More than four million adult
Canadians can’t read well enough
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medicine bottle. You can help.
Give money, volunteer with a
literacy group, write to your MP,

~ and read to your chiidren.

For more information, contact:

Canadian Give the Gift

of Literacy Foundation

34 Ross St., Suite 200, ;

Toronie, Ont. M5T 179

(416} 595-9967

The Canadhan Give the Gitt of Literacy Campaignas a praject al the

book and periodical industry of Canada, 1n partnership with
Telephone Pipneers of America, Region 1-Canada.
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603 Powelt Street, Vancouver, B.C.

Consider the magazine you are
now holding At one level, itis a
product: ik applied to paper. Yet the
reasons for which you value this
magazine have nothing to do with
either ink or paper. You're reading
these pages for the images, the
messages, the ideas.

It is particularly important to you
because, like you, it's Canadian.

Why we need our magazines

® They're produced (written, edited,
photographed, illustrated) by
Canadians, and thus carry informa-
tion about us and present our point
of view.

» They reflect what we are interested
in, preserving and encouraging our
own unique values, the way we look
at ourselves, the way we look at the
world.

They help us create the stars, the le-
gends we need. Canadian magazines
foster our own sense of ourselves.

They present the best of the literature,
prose and poetry that we produce.

@

They express the regional differences
that distinguish us from one another,
and the national pride and purpose
that link us together.

¢ They tie us together with a ribbon of
print, and help us define who we are.

» They give us a vital voice of our own.

hat attrs t

0 you

We've got our own excellenice

A Canadian magazine is something
special. It adds a journalistic dimension
that no other medium can provide—
depth and wholeness and texture, plus
the visual impact of graphic design.
Because a magazine is free from daily
deadlines, it can achieve a level of
thoroughness and excellence that is
seldom attainable in other media.

How the governments
of Canada helped

To assure Canadians the information
a free and independent people need
(given our small, spread-out popula-
tion and powerful foreign competition),
successive governments over the past
century have gradually built a struc-
ture of postal, tariff and tax-related
incentives and supportive measures.

And they have werked! Today
Canada has a healthier magazine
industry than ever before, with some
5,000 periodicals for people of every
interest and location.

But it’s a fragile industry: At last
count more than half of Canada’s
periodicals had circulations of fewer

than 2,000 copies per issue, and only

eriodicals had circulations of
100,000 or more per issue. Foreign
publications still dccount for 77% of

‘all English-language newsstand sales.

The threat to your magazine

The Government in Ottawa is now
threatening to treat Canada’s maga-
zines as if they were so many widgets.
It's threatening to eliminate the
postal, tariff and tax-related incentives
and supportive measures...to dis-
mantle the very structure that past
governments have worked so hard

to build and maintain.

The Government in Ottawa is
threatening the survival of the majority
of Canada's magazines and consider-
ing measures that will significantly
raise the cost to readers of those that
survive.

Canada's magazines tell us about
ourselves. They're a voice of our own.
If the current Government in Ottawa
were to treat Canada’s magazines as if
they were just another product, it would
diminish (or even silence) that voice
forever.

...a voice of our own

CANADIAN PERIODICAL PUBLISHERS' ASSOCIATION, 2 STEWART STREET, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5V 1H6
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WEEK OF DECEMBER 1

e Tuesday, December1:The
Birth Control and VD information
Centre trailer wiil be located next to
the 519 Church Street Community
Centre until the end of March 1988.
Services are free and confidential
and no OHIP is necessary. Info:
789-4541.

¢ Thursday, December 3:
Women's Press and the Centre for
Women's Studies in Educationis
sponsoring a public forum on
“Women in Literature—Past and
Present.” Board room, 12th floor,
OISE, 252 Bioor St. West. Free.
Iinfo: Margie Wolfe, 598-0082.

‘;Thursd '"y December 3:
“Child Sexual Abuse: When
~ Families Need Help, What Is
Available? Panel discussion with
Laurine Jarvis, Myra Lefkowitz,

Peggy Turner, John Vanderhoeven, -~

and moderatorJacquanmng-
bert. Free, meeting signed forthe
earlngimpawed OntarioHydro
“Building, 2nd floor auditorium, 700
University Ave. Info: Aftermath,
535-0537.

o Thursday, December 3:
Writings/Readings/Literacies, a
two-day workshop with Linda
Brodkey, Madeline Grument,
Kathleen Rockhill and others.

10 am-1 pm. OISE, 252 Bloor St.
West. Info: 923-6641, ext. 2271.
Also Friday, December 4,

10 am-6 pm.

° Friday, December 4:
Toronto Area Women's Research
Colloguium presents Pat Rogers,
“Female Undergraduate Success
in Mathematics.”’ Senior Common
Room; York-Hall; 3rd floor; Glen--
don College, Bayview Ave. info:
736-5208.

WEEKOF DECEMBER 7

e Sunday, December 8:
Womynly Way Annual Book and
Record Sale. Trinity-St. Paul’s, 427
Bloor St. West, 3-6 pm. For pick up
and info: 925-6568.

¢ Monday, December 7;
Popular Feminism series presents
Ruth Goodman, ““Social Work and
Aging: Toward a Feminist Practice.”
OISE Board Room, 252 Bioor St.
West, 8 pm. Discussion groupsto
follow. Free. Info; 923-6641, ext.
2204.

o Tuesday, December 8:
Lesbian and Gay Pride Day
organizational meeting, 519 Church
St. Community Centre, 7:30 pm.
Info: Grant, 862-0470.

o Wednesday, December 9:
Learning Our History, Planning the
Future: Workshop for community
workers working with immigrant
women. 9 am-4:30 pm, Native .

. Canadian Centre, 16 Spadina
Road, $15 registration. Info and
registration: Salome, 531-2059;
Tania, 530-4117; or Lillian, 273-7461.

UTSID
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* Thursday, December 10:
An Evening of Performances by
Women, sponsored by the
Women’s Caucus of CKLN. 8 pm,
Music Gallery, 1087 Queen St. W.

¢ Friday, December 11: Siren
Soirées at the Theatre Centre, 191
Lippincott St., 9pm. $5 at door. Also
Saturday, December 12 and
Sunday, December 13 (pwyc).

*» Saturday, December 12:
Wen-do registration for January and
February courses at Frankland
Community Centre, 816 Logan Ave.
at Danforth. Free. Info: 463-0554.

* Sunday, December 13:
Feminist Interfaith Network
meeting, Centre for Christian
Studies, 77 Charles St. West,
2:15 pm. Info: 763-4934.

» Sunday, December 13: Join
the Broadside collective in a fund-
raising dinner at Tall Poppies restau-
rant. $40. 7 pm. 326 Dundas St.
West. Reservations: 598-3513.

WEEK OF DECEMBER 21

* Sunday, December 27:
Feminist Interfaith Network Solstice
Party, Centre for Christian Studies,
77 Charles St. West, 2:15 pm. Info:
763-4934.

JANUARY

* Sunday, January 10: Feminist
Interfaith Network meeting, Centre

for Christian Studies, 77 Charles St.

West, 2:15 pm. Info: 763-4934.

+ Monday, January 11: Popular
Feminism Series presents Nikki
Gerrard and Gretchen Grinnell,
““Undoing Crazymaking: Feminist
Therapy—a Stitch in Time Saves
Nine!” OISE, Rooms 2-212/213,
252 Bloor St. West, 8 pm. Discus-
sion groups to follow. Info:
923-6641, ext. 2204.

* Monday, January 11: Wen-do
course beings at Frankland Com-
munity Centre, 816 Logan Ave. at
Danforth. Six Mondays to February
15. info: 463-0554.

* Tuesday, January 12:
Lesbian and Gay Pride Day
organizational meeting, 519 Church

) Commumty Centre, 7:30 pm.

info: Grant, 862-0470.

s Tuesday, January 12: Wen-do
course begins at Oak Co-op, River
St. at Gerrard. Five Tuesdays to
February 9, Info: 784-1369.

¢ Wednesday, January 13:
Wen-do course begins at Bay and
Bloor. Five Wednesdays to February
10. Info: 923-1168.

* Monday, January 18: Wen-do
course begins at Davisville and
Yonge. Six Mondays to February 22.
Info: 368-2178.

¢ Friday, January 22: Women's

winter weekend at Tapawingo. $67
(3-day option $89). Info: 967-7118
or 921-4755. To Sunday, January
24, -

¢ Wednesday, January 27:
Wen-do course beginsat U of T.
Six Wednesdays to March 9. Info:
978-4911.

o Thursday, January 28: Wen-

do course begins at Rexdale
Women’s Centre. Six Thursdays to
March 3. Info: 745-0062.

¢ Friday, January 29: Lecture
and workshops by Jean Shinoda
Bolen, author of Goddesses in
Everywoman. Trinity-St. Paul’s, 427
Bloor St. West. $10before
December 29, $15 after. Info:
537-6464. Also Saturday,
January 30.

¢ Thursday, January 28: Wen-
do course begins at Scarborough
Women'’s Centre. Seven Thursdays
to March 10. Info: 431-1138.

i Bldck ghd Latin lesbiansré

o TBA: When the Supreme Court
of Canada anncunces its decision
onthe 1984 jury acquittal of Drs.
Morgentaler, Scott and Smoling,
come to the Morgentaler Clinic at
5:30 pm that day. 85 Harbord St.
Info: 532-8193.

WEEKLY

Sunday: L esbians of Colour
(LOC), asocial and support group
for Native, Asian, South Asian,

ofage meets every. 1istand 3rd Sun-
‘day of the month. 519 Church St.
3:45-5:30 pm. Info: Michele,
588-2930. (Out of town lesbians of
colour can write for information:
LOC, PO Box 8597, Station A,
Toronto, M5W 1K4.)

Meonday to Friday: “‘By All
Means,” a noon-time women’s
radio magazine show. Every day at
12:150n CIUT-FM 89.5. Interview,
reviews, commentary and chit chat.
Tunein! Info: 595-0909.

Monday: The Women's Group,
an open lesbian discussion group,
meets at 519 Church St. 8 pm. Info:
392-6874.

Monday and Wednesday: The
Women’s Information Line is open
from 7-9 pm. Messages may be left
any time, at 598-3714.

‘Tuesday: Lesbian fuck-the-
discussion group meets for informal
basketball, movie nights and other
events. 7 pm., U of T Women’s Cen-
tre, 49 St. George. Info: 978-8201.

Tuesday and Thursday: The
Lesbian Phone Line is open for
callsfromwomen. 7: 30 9:30 pm.
533-6120.

Wednesday: International
‘Women’s Day Committee (IWDC), a
socialist feminist activist group,
meets on alternate Wednesdays.
Info: Nancy, 531-6608.

Thursday: Feminist self-help
discussion group. Women and men
welcome. 7-9 pm. U of T Women'’s
Centre, 49 St. George. Info:
978-8201.

Vol 9; no:3




SAVE 21%

o
SUBSCRIPTION
SPECIAL

" Until December 31, 1987, you can begin a subscription‘(or rénew an old-
one) and send a gifi subscription fo a friend for one low price, only $30.

You’ll save 21% off the regular price and make a friend very happy.

) & Send me and my friend B}oadside. I enclose $30 (cheque or money order).

COLD? TERED? TENSE? Want a break? We have
the answer!t Come join Barb & Stronachin the
sun. We are running an all women's guest-
house in the Dominican Republic. Qur spacious,
four bedroom villa is situated on a long, beau-
tiful beach with private grounds, swimming
pool and terraces overlooking the ocean.
Relax, be warm, eat, drink and enjoy massages
orcrystal healings: To book, call Natalie at (416)
536-6340.

VISITING THE BOSTON/CAMBRIDGE AREA?
Marigold’s B&B for women welcomes you,
with lovely smoke-free rooms, fresh fruit,
flowers, warm hospitality. *‘Close to every-
thing.” (617) 244-8617.

BED & BREAKFAST for women—renovated
Victorian townhouse in downtown Montreal—
close to restaurants, boutiques, bars. Lind-
sey’s B&B, 3974 Laval Avenue, Montreal, H2W
2J2. (514) 843-4869.

BED & BREAKFAST for women near downtown
Montreal. Close to absolutely everything. For
info call (514) 288-9890. .

PLANRING A TRIP TO MONTREAL? *‘Lavender
Guide™ introduces you to many lesbian re-
sources: at the Toronto Women's Bookstore or
by sending S.A.S.E. (52¢) & $2 10 Project
Lavender, CP105 Succ. DeLorimier R., Mon-
treal, Québec, H2H 2N6.

WINTER WEEKEND for women at Tapawingo,
near Parry Sound. $67 (3-day option $89).
January 22-24. Info, after January 1: Susan
(416) 921-4755, or Kye (416) 967-7118.

SUDBURY Jeshian seeking circle of lesbian pro-
fessionals as friends. If interested, write to Box
2806, Station A, Sudbury, Ontario, P34 5J3.

AMAZON MUSICAL collective—ijoin for musical
sharing, creativity, self-expression and fun.
Regular gatherings. For info call Janice (416)
424-2964.

GOLDEN THREADS, a contact publication for
leshians over 50 and women who love older
women. Canada and US. Confidential, warm,
reliabie. Sample copy mailed discreetly, $5
(US) or send a self-addressed envelope for free
information: Golden Threads, P.O. Box 2416,
Quincy, MA, 02269, USA.

FEMINIST AND LESBIAN BOOKS by mail,
Englishand French: NewBook Bulfetins pub-

store, 3636 St-Laurent, Montreal, Quebec,
H2X2v4.

~lished 3 lrfiEs/year; Trée T Anarogyne Book="wortien. New cligfis

Lo CLASSIFIEDS

GET IM TOUCH with the history of the Canadian
Women's Movement! The Canadian Wormen's
Movement Archives needs voluntesrs to help
collect and organize magazines, photographs
and organizational material, fundraise and tell
other people about us. Contact us at (416)
597-8865 or write P.O. Box 128, Station P,
Toronto, M5S 2S7.

JOB GPENING: U of T Women's Centre Go-or-
dinator. Manager’s Office/Drop in Centre. Super-
visors. Volunteers. Warks with collective.
20/hrs. per wk. $8/hr. Priority given to women
under-represented due to race, class, age and
disability. Deadline for receipt of resume and
covering letter: Dec. 18, 1987. Start date Jan.
18, 1988. Call (416) 978-8201 for more info.

PARTTIME HELPER. Disabled woman. Stay at
home by assisting with personal care and meal
preparation. Flexible—evenings and/or week-
ends, $5.20 per hr. to start. Contact Central
Neighbourhood House at (416) 966-8595.

BICYCLISTS AND WALKERS needed year round
for Sunwheel Bicycle Couriers. Co-operative,
professional environment, welf organized and
good money. Call (416) 598-0053.

MAID FOR YOU: a quality, affordable home-
care company! Cleaning, carpet cleaning and
floor refinishing. Call {416) 323-0909.

HOUSE FOR REMNT. Euclid, near Bloor. Two-
bedroom, plus study. 2 baths, finished base-
ment, garage. References. $1350 + utilities.
Call (416) 923-4560.

3RD WOMAN wanted for large comfortable
house near Christie and Barton. Non-smoker
please. Rent $430 (negotiable). Available Dec. ar
Jan. Call Myra during the day at (416) 440-0888
or Alex/Myra in evenings at (416) 534-8376.

MASSAGE THERAPY—beneficial for muscular
aches and pains, tension headaches and circu-
latory problems. Reduces the effects of stress
in your life. Gift certificates available. Located
at Bloor/St. George subway stop. Call for an ap-
pointment. Karen Alexander-Cole, R.MT. (416)
323-0909.

ZZI00TZ HAIR STUBIG. Two for one.cuts for.
Y, by appointment only.
Call (416) 596-6791, or 372A Queen Street
West. ZZ00TZ, ZZOOTZ, ZZOOTZ.

roadside Classifieds

Deadline: The 20th of the preceding month.
Cost: 30¢ per word with a $5 minimum. All classifieds must be prepaid.
Method: fill out the enclosed form and send
with method of payment (cheque or money order) to
Broadside, PO Box 494, Station P, Toronto, M55 2T1.

‘Include a contact name.
Ad Copy:
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