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Sometimes the mytha of history blind a group of

people or & nation %o such an wﬁém:‘e:m my&u things
| hersfd S0 thelir Interest. The Fremoch built the Marinot
Line to defend themselves ugainst s woy Like the first world
var. The Cermans would atbsck a@ma;ﬁ tha R&fim; they would
never imei@ mrwgh Holland snd Belgivm Bﬁ‘i‘ig_p _E W am. m:w@_,
they did. e |

Thmughm% ‘tha ﬂmﬁm labour mmmmw ‘-‘Ehﬁ myth is

tm'!; the WW* wives btroke m: 1958 Ines strike of the
m'temﬁmi Mine ML) end ﬁmﬂw Ww&sm* A%t & 7olly in the
Sudbuey ﬂwm on ’mmw p - *&m wivas ap;gmmﬂy pansed
- wesolutions urging 'me union 4o nueeopt & mg:a fresge in the
TR

The myth is that the wives cremted go much tveuble at
home thet 11 dsys later the atrikers aceopled & new Inge
ewntract offer which turned out 4o be 2 bad conbract.
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BYAR )
mw the myth was ftyue o not 4id not seam to matiery
mportant B was that those invelved in the Tneo siri)
20 yemyps lster mxiﬁ%ﬁ it was feue. This time, theug
‘ iy thooe who ballsved Lb. _
4500 of the United Sieslworkers of Ameriony Whe now
pasenks the 11,500 workers at Ince in the Sudbury busin,
tomber 15, 1978 %o go on strike. The workers
kmow they fmeed an whlll battie.
Deseuse Trso had a mmm of n!d%. which eould last
ik m tbles Ti¥s fingd

8 yenr, It was srropmnt at
offer before the styike amown

stse One would

WW %mim efficials advised &
Stewsrt Gooke, leader of Onteric’s Steelworkors wmm
spole ﬂwimt & sirike befors the steike s
leadsr Stephen Tewle sulled the my% %m\% —
The workera knew, howsver, that they hud to take & |
. yeers lwbor.
A Sudbupy womens 1&%@%% ovgendention, wm

ar: *i:m damnnds of ihe ohrikers. T

myih of i‘ﬁﬁﬁ woukd tuvt ?ﬁ@ rapontods
| ¢ copy m&. -
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One of the commlttee 'S members, Arga Lane, oald before.the.
strike, she was not concerned with her husband's worh or: hls.j['
unﬂlon. To her Inco was just the place her husband had gone.”
.ﬁo work for each day for five years. Her main 1nterest was
“her nlne—montn—old daughﬁer._ | B |
She said she nalvely expeched Inco would glve a decent
’ OTfer and the unlon.would not strike. "When the gtrike was o
announced that Saturday,'l freaked. I-dldn't know where the‘
money was going to come from." | . 
_ Joan Kuyek, a member of Women Helplng Women, Sald, "We
thou«ht at the time the myth .of 1958 was true, but we could =,
>see why the women would feel that way.
“"The women béar thé bfunt'of any strike. The‘family's

income has dropped, but they are expected_té keeplup‘the
~job of runnlng the house. They can't use the car for. errands
because - there is no noney for gas. If any applanG° brea
 down, they must still do its job. Women end up washing the
floor on their hands and knees,_ | ' 
| " Qur purpose was to make the strlke bearable 8o that
the wives could support it. Ve saw.lt as an lmportantlstrlké_ ‘-
for Sudbury and the Canadlan labour movement.ﬂ3 i ‘

- The commlttee wrote a leaflet for the workerﬂ' w1ves :  .

called "You work for Inco too”. It said the women:s work

1n the home made it p0831ble for thelr hu band% and. their sons .

to do the labour from wnlch Inco made i) nroflts. The 1ssueg ol

of the Surlhem a just wage 1norease, a cost of llVlnm allo~
wance, fair job cla381flcat10ns. and-voluntary retlrement"
after 30 years of sefvice- were as imﬁortaht to them aé'they:.
" were to their husbands. |
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The wmmﬁw repalved permission from the union executive
*i‘:ﬁ pass the leaflet to the steikers as they regiotered for
thelr first strike wouchers. This helped %¢ legitimize the
women. because they were inoide the aﬁfﬁmimrkam Hall, not
vuteide among the many leftist groups 2elling their newse

were afrald to hand out the leaflets becmuse they hamd not been

unlon activists. S5€401 they wers not prepsred for the rude

reception the leaflet vecelved.
The older strilers und mome of the wnion exeoutive

kept bringing up the myth. (ne sadd, *Whet are you trying

to do, start snother 1958%% |
When Avja Lane told swother etriker to give the leaflet

to hias wife, he sald, "y wife
The local union exedutlive did net glve the comslittiee

doesn*t vemd.®

'Fony Who Bupe
portaed the women, trave ed sovess Ontarie shoptly after
strike bepan. Thiz left the day«to-doy opormtion of the strike
- hends of the old guard, the right wing of the wnien.

They 4id not truet the wives and did not think they wers
oapeble of achieving their ends. They vefulbed to give the
commitier the wmion mailing 1ist. | L

Degpite the obstacles and the rude reception to the leaflut,
the committoe got off the grou

in W§ .f_ =

s In vesponse o the leaflet,

Y 21 women met at the Sheelworkers Hall to found the group,

*wives Supporting the Strike™. ALl wemen who supported the
goals of the group could Join its aﬁiﬂﬁ%ﬂ@ ‘bt only the
sbikers® wives could vote on any decisionssThelr first task
was to get move women, which they éim The mwanﬁ reating
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The group wasted ne time in pettlng down to work. They
elected o new mwﬁm committee, which would be re-olocted
each month. Joan Kuyek waw chosen as chalrperoon, M*thmxgh _
she wis net 2 striker¥s wife, becsuse of her sxperience in
organizing unions, teomste snd women's orgainizetions. Linde
Obonsawin wie elected English spokesparsen snd Nerguerite
Melette French spokepperson. The other members weps Sheryd
— Paryon, intermal communications co-ordivetor; Susan MeGraw,
tressurery Arja Lang, uwnion limsomp and (rage Huberi, se

A% this meeting the group alse set up 2n edusation
commitios to explain the Iscuss of the strike to the wives,

Tt @et up & crisis coumittes to handle & wife's family or
peysonsl orisiey a vlething commities to set up clothing depotey
a vnion serouwnge camnities Lo raise donationsy and 2 Santa

Claus prrade eommittes o Wuild a flomh.

The group alse set up & Christumis party committes. |
ﬂwﬁmf«s W gywholic in ; M‘bm beonuse, aeoording o the
wyth of 19%‘&?@3&@ whives who broks the strile said 1% ws
destroying the family. Thelr ¢hildyven were hurting the mw*k
‘besause they weuld have ne '!mys for Christens. The geeup
wie determived this would nwt - happen in 1970. _

*From the stord v onw 'm.a bloont @MM@W for the wives
in e 1ong am.m wondld e wmﬁm md 8 growing isoletion, *
asdd Joan Huyek. Ve deslded any public action we would take
had m ba plosoant in w«ﬁw 5 get the wives outs We wvanted
thom o fesl they wers purt of @ larger commmity
comuon canse, to win the atellast
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An eaprly 1nai&ent taught the group to met its own
nriaritiaﬁ. The mombers cancelled mm@ting when the wnion &
ealled %o say 8 lecal farmer was donating his potatoss to the
union. ?%émemh&rs wepk to the farm inetead. _

“We found out the potatoes were not for the union, but
for ourselves, and we had to pay for them,™ =eid Linds
Obonsewin. "We deelded then and there that nothing would come
before our mestings. Our own priordtiszs came first, noone
Ata.e
The roup®s firﬁﬁ publis actlon was a family ploket st the
| Gépyarrﬁiiff maln gates in Octobers It was quite suceesaful;

‘7$§var‘15ﬂ enjoyed an weiner roast. Rita MeoNiel, & feminist

singer, rallied the crowd with union songs.

Eneoureged by this= success, the Wives Supporting the
Strike tried other avenues. A mew committse wrote a gomle
book to explain the strike to the children. It showed small
children that by stieking together, they ceuld tame the
achoolyard tully, Just as the steikers hy!&%iaking together
covld tame Inco. '

The group wlse held a collection fron the seoretarial
steft at Inco.

. Not a1l projeets prodused cuscess. The group bullt B
fleat they were sure would be the bast in the Sambs Claus
parade. But, alme, it never made 1%t to the pﬁﬁ%ﬁéi while
it was idleing in the ﬁrmﬁariﬁﬁ, %ha-é&@ﬂ@l van out of fuel
and blaw a fuse, Linds Obonsawin vaid, " ithe whole episode
alnost beosme a.cataﬁﬁﬁgh@u Nebody knew what had hapmamﬂﬁ,
so we atovted to fight over who was gﬁ Fanlt.?

| G COPY NEXT
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The episods 414 not helyp the group*s credidility with the
old guard of the onione The nmm’:z hell manager stuck the
women Into an unheated dback voom ixzv Dagembar the night they
ghowad the ¢lausic J‘gm@ri@ﬁnmm&@w film, “Harlan County, UsS.4."

By late November, the Chrieimas party become the primery
objective of the group. The labour movemenmt made it the foous
of the national appes} for support. Membsrs of the loeal and |
the wives® growp travelled to Ottaws, lemilton, Oshawa, Torento,
Windsor, Felerborough and Thunder Bay for ralliss and plant
eollections. fo Sudbury ¢hild would po without o ‘izwt 1osB
wase in the back of everybody®s minda

The Christrac committos chairpersons Linda Zoshevskyy te ‘5 s :;‘L coske
exhrusted herself by trying to do too mush by herself. The |
yent of the Wp:v came fo her aids Joan Kuyek said, Ve knew
the Chrlstmes vparty hed to sucesed beesnse 1% could have mxz’t
the etrike.”

"o origlrally plamed to repair wsed toys to yresont
to the ehildren," said Sherri Parron. “The serounge comni ttee
Tfound the old toyes we patehed holes on dolls, repeired
broken dump trucke, you nome b, *

"With only two weeks to go we wers resily worried beeause
we had only 750 teys for 10,000 children,** snid Linds
Ubonsewine. '“*,E'hm we heoyd of & convoy of trutks from
Seuthern Onteric which was gpseding ;i‘m':* ::am'&:ux'ym ol mmpping
for vred 1ighta., »

The convoy were bringing the toye cellected as pard of the
labour mevemen®e apesl. The Fivet to arrive osme from the
031, | Chenionl and Ltomic -_*kaaw- in Sarniz. The trucks rept
z:rmriﬁg .m The group alw:. got money %o buy toys In Sudbury.

oW OOEE wivem
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Denise Swvard, o menber of the group --&x:zfzfl‘ ha mother of &
twomyanye old dnughher, apide "o had %o gort thousands of
toys according o aze, up %e¢ 12 yerxes old. We moved inke the
Theplworiar Hall on ?ﬁ:ﬁay night and worked -mm,@*/w&mm@
for thres duys, |

shvoryone piiohed fn. L even got my bushend o sort
the toyss ¥han 1t cawe $iue ffar:;r o breaky I couldn®t pull
nimw awayp he was enjoylng hlwself se much.

*The restaurpats were very goeods ALL we had to asay ﬁma
the food was Tor the werksye of the Christmas party and we
got Trea plrzas and heburgsra.”

wie Chyletmas purty of Decembar 16 and 17 wae a hupe
N suoeans ;™ reported Jonn Buyelke w“In Sudbury we pave » |
gandwich, a ¢ookls, & sofft drink, %he comls hook and & boy
faw @Mﬁhl of 7,000 ohildeen. We had Santas frem all over
trvbardio. Tn valley Bast there wan & pardy for 1,000
ehlldren, and Bopansls, fagey and Levaek had aneother
25000 ehildeons?

"Yhat we hod Left ovor we ment o the Bolse Jascade
shrikers in Port FrandPes,™ sald Linda Obomsawin.

The Chrisbmme parky tuevod the cowner for the Wives
Supporting the #hrike: Strikevs 'm@m@mﬁmﬁ%ﬁ i when they
gave oab 2 Leadtet al The v&wﬁm@- mmi’:&wg bafore Chrisimisc.
Yha old gsuard of the union hmi to vecopnine their risht %o
partieivats in the steiks. A

Arde lave waid the pardy sove the wives eanfidence in
thomselves. "Here we woye, Jjust housewives, who wevrse Mwmm
te be weble to aceanize snythingy P@ling off 2 parly fov
over 10,000 ¢hildren. ¥eo yeslized we eowld work collectively,
aven theuzh we oame Trom muny different backgrounds.™

o i o AR
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ﬁmmhe sucecess of the party did not make them forget
“the myth of 1958, as can he seen in the 1eaflet they gave the'g:
strikers before Chrletmas... ‘ '

 Because our strength is in unity, the company will try to
divide us, The company will try to pUt wives against the

- husbands and the union as they have in the past. You mlght i

. even get a letter from the company trying to paint a . :
- false picture of the situation. Please don't get taken 1n o f
by false propogandge. ' L
"Striking is a tough way to fight a battle. We often feel

isolated and confused. If you want %o be properly informed ri_ﬁ_

by women who stand to lose as much as you do, aﬁtend one - -
of our meetlngs.‘ , 54

After Chrlstmas, Inco gave press statements that the only g >

thlng stalling the negotlatlons was the union's refusal to
accept a change in the grievance prooedurew At the tlme 1ts
money offer, after sorting out the various glmmloks usedlto
camgouflage its‘true value,‘still amounted.to'a nedt. increase-
of four cents. The lees Supporting the Strlke and the rank
and file of the union responded by 01051ng the Copper Cllff
gates to all salarled persornel. =
The success of the Chrlstmas_party brooght‘ﬁeny new f
members #tom the group. Eventually 250 volunteered,to_help'
in one way or another. gt . _. L
| The group held another famlly plcket on what turned out
to be ‘the coldest day of the year. A chozr of the W1ves gave
‘1ts first publlo appearance that day. On Valentlne-e day 1t
held a bean supper for 4, 660 people. The beans were donated
-by ‘the Netlonal Farmere Unlon.; - | :' | ' |
j "By rebruary you could see. the strlkers were dlgnlng 1n;Fr‘
said Joan huyek. "It was harder to get people out to aotlons
in the cold weather. Tt was a qule% determlnatloﬂ- there was.

no sign of glVlng up. " _ -
J COPY NEXT
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N moneys m zmm&ﬁ 'im foep heyr ;mm %3,1 mﬂwf ‘
' WWW more hmm&m fﬁﬂhama ' o

*hTher thres m@hﬁ 1% bagans Boway :
mmd o mmmm ;;fm mﬁ?ﬁiﬁiﬂﬁ& wu mg g ahwém
then on %M MMe wae Gowrhi1Le*
The grmm

. mﬁk %sw

A ﬁﬁﬁt ’w the ﬁmm '&a for 4 Ik
‘ %mmw W Miy on Toreh mag i ; oub tant
d truet of the steering ﬁmmﬁ,m %ﬁn m m&%ﬁ bug
| awiw& at ﬂsm vnxwmzﬁy of ™, onto%s Conveontion Hells
groups wers oe 1ing thedy newspipers outside
;m ﬁm gmmm on the bus went to *&ﬁik *!m ma of m
1 f‘_-‘.‘"mi— #ﬁ&w &s&m B am Mﬁm& - |

223 ?&maﬁ %:m {nternal comwntoations so ord
Playad B vim m?m m k&mﬁyxg the greup ?;m?_ aghy
‘sides trusbo: e Dok %@3 WW 4 &m& @m @f ‘%hm» Tha

Tnew T R m% ® Oo wanist,* she saige |




RYAN TR P - o
o ﬁfﬁ‘ﬁ’m X wives - N e ot 8
E&mﬁ” 1 iﬁ*ﬁﬁ\u o ' L
Ardo lane Mﬁ; “*Emm we gm‘. ixma %@% Mff&%&.ﬁﬁaﬁ '

we had to ¥

m&w Jﬂk&a; %j%;w :-‘%a&% | o

oy B :m The f"lﬁ%@ E&iﬁh-

o T qe Mm in w:a?u . .
& mﬁgﬁﬁmgﬁw ter Lejs {aﬁm wee the m&m wm w ﬁ:!w m@ﬂ

Bonrd of mzwﬁmm* sne sl fand:

the wives® gut vemstions to the

hecause we diseovered Tneo 4id noh oBge abowt fte workers, m |
mm&% vty m& :@mmmy word m;* i:i; Foxe *t:ha rost of thely
1ivem. _ |

far ﬁﬁ-ﬂ; e were mf’mﬁ.ﬁ* w; m Touy baommo BnzoT. e ‘
foit the Inge Bowrd wore o minnls f‘m:v mk&ng us suffer %hm?g@m
Cthe striie. Jw‘!: o my iu"s m ;;uw.m hﬁma us to vont oup
-,_Mﬁmﬁﬁm& and go ore” ‘_ N L S
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One mﬁak ”tmtb gm‘tzpﬁ: -w.;.’_;--a& bﬂﬁ w&r whwh 'hmmmm

, ey cm %m ”ﬂﬁwa .‘;uﬁgm‘t;’mg
Lo obn { S ‘.:_"2;".‘{.-' rD D deke L
m %ri}ga by i Lj’“ s Aar - and ?ﬁw‘tm Dsadoworth of ©
| agwhmh Some W it as wﬁs of ma radioal piobe Both siﬁ%__,___ |
B «w&@ﬁ %}m lm oy an Wgamﬁiw ool i’w :mmr zsmizmrﬁ*
wiveaa m ssimi:mr stpikes. fmay hvye ﬁemxx&m *tha s:‘igm: to
mpma the £iim m%m $tm mlmm, LS e LS

The gﬁ‘@'&jﬁ @mmmﬁ %8 work *t:mug;hm% the ﬁtﬁk@ mﬁ.

'!:he riggm Wm@g of the union had teo mwri; ita mﬁﬁﬁw “

. because the
mmmi m‘t;i'.}. Yays

_ Aftw mmy months ﬁf’ m&*ﬁmm mmmmnm tm &wimﬂliw
niokel mzﬁm&m and . -i:zha inammﬁ'@ world elﬁamml for wwar
and ammm sther metale nined In Sudburys f&mﬁ; fuwad

FroUD Wa auﬁmmmg the aﬁrim* &‘m *?;wzm

Im& ‘lm ke @ max*imm of ey for & aa'mlamﬁm

: Imrm a-;i’%ma B ”?ﬁa 52 ma:mga mn ﬁ%ﬁfﬁf bawfitix Uﬁ}ﬁ:’: L
*ﬁw&a y@ﬁrﬁ« ‘It slgo ﬂmaﬁ 16 the Thassiflied Yage Cyevet o
) whieh w*eﬁd giw & P :;a%x mtzmﬁ,m fw *bm dmfamm
jobs vaged on 12 fa@*‘ézﬁm of training, skil }ﬁ and working '
'ffﬂmsz The offer had 1t dravbacksy 1 ﬁemWé the

f&l&m@ h-i of %ﬁ Wiws st m‘? :f,ivim; allowance from e

| -mmaw mﬁmmm after 30 years M‘ mwm with Tull
x&mﬁ&m E@mﬁt@ Thene ﬁmwm;:ﬁmﬁ *ﬁ’&m Tocnl¥s mm@%ﬁ.&ﬁn@'

Mimm rwmmmaéaﬁ asceptanes. s i
The Wvos SuppH Ang the Strike iﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁ G putlie stotement

~ thaty M’iﬁ %&y ﬁug@wmﬂ the unien*s mmm%ing &mi‘i;%w, e B '

they resompended the affar b m&wﬁeﬁw

&:z‘mm mEXT
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"After mueh mum«»ﬁmminm wa m:zmm usnimouslysss
the offer was not workh the elght months of sufforing we all
had gpone *%mg’ﬁg the mﬁ}mm :mti ‘Ehs& wiwm sald Mmdn e
foomsawine *’*ﬁ%&m we mm am ﬂ“fmmm m wmzﬁ o m@a% mm» :
Hed the offer come in Decembery it might have been mmmma,.
- but not tn m@@ When we wont Wﬁk ey wavk* 1% would m on our '
mm* not Insota.” | '

Phe union mwhiw Lt Mxﬁim fazm the group seyin
anything. Even David MWamu who m& i the group
From i‘#& mgmmg% mﬁim& e right to take wmia ,
stand on the offer. The frovp, howavew, stiek te I1ts guns
besause the strilke aftected thom as wm a8 thely imam&

The Wp was not a&m. The unfons sbewnrd
 recommended vejevtlon of the offer, and the me
L 3mmmmﬁsmwmm%mmmm | .
%’m weeks ‘.&mﬁm Triew imprmﬂ i"m oﬁ’fw ‘!wv ¥ Mm‘;-* ey
mr fhree years wil

: mm ﬁm‘%@ to ama the wi@m—mﬁh mm. !
ik the m&m Ve ovary. the Wives Supportd:

%&M&ﬂ ho onily otier chelts was to bocoms &
' ry,® su34 Shorcl Payrens Ve didn*t want thaty
selieved we had our ow ﬂ&ﬁmxﬁs d toeues wnioh weye
\ :}w& a8 Jnpertant s "kasw medon* s
*I miss *i;m sz m@ the feeling of Mﬂg mmga
pgathey ke B roone the fm of mkﬁw ouk
en mwm thmt affeet was The strike brought 6 ny Runily

. togothers Yy pren & spoamd *kxm mswﬁ N
more} before the mmm he mwgmt a1y 1 aa was wateh z&mﬁ

S awerneis e R . i : - D W NN ORI, I
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‘%M@ ?;ﬁm gald, "RIL of ma aye dirrore
of what we 024 Swring the obeike. et o glviag blrh, 1%

fu The bt @Wifﬁw mm "“‘w 8 m%& in m Mﬁ’m T proves

ot peopls %m%ama

wm@n*m gy and mﬂm*m e e mﬁm%*‘ ke pmﬂwmmﬁ gy - o
?%ﬁﬂm wmm@;& ¥ & mﬁ&m mm* ‘*:?:’*ww ok g Mot of

. mew gmmm__in the str i‘mﬁ By being i:w *’iﬁ,,.s:a fwwm I%ve B 6

ummmﬂ e, @m‘: mrm In the revbine of # ::%*&Mm}* <ike

L ggﬁ;ﬁ@ﬁ “%_:ﬁgfzf the wloner :xm;xm The e § w;mwr and e Fiveat
pethery™ sald Delewes Migghns.

herus ﬁ&mﬁ‘%ﬁ %o beine

Seme of ‘tho wives joined owen Helping Wor
o s Tands Ohonseniin mz&i&%&% Sy L m%“i:’a‘ on
- ponml o |
| | Iiaimm s ned ﬁammm& by tha %mﬁ of *ii‘?xéw ?’.’W@ﬁ Sph @M‘ﬂ;ﬁg
'ﬁm Btrike. *“:%* am edndt dfﬁmﬁ: we gan mlly tag%%ﬁm i *%hﬁa:w |

1a ammw:w steive op m%mm -, . | L
W&Eﬁ}m fhe myh of W%‘ﬂ mﬁs ey :E‘imlly c’%ﬁrmﬁ,wm ‘WX._,

808 of the ¥ Lm&@ i h m;mi el ter Vorkewrs, ﬁm mifm ot Tnee 3

- at the %ﬁ,mgg ol wi,w*% mm%m of e’i‘:ﬁﬂ mm‘kmm it @mmm
% T ot %@my i3 E‘i‘l:;,r“ Fmi!,i b waﬁ f:h@ m»zmx« ?n W’t; Inte
; m o Tho Do @‘&ﬁ.ﬂimﬁ‘ wm
WS mw* the Wrw B
opposing the strike wm wnd wlled oub M e wives? comnittee
hy Yo have uh%" elly An '%Jm iy
v uhday Hhe mm:;;_; wmx‘i;& ne too odld Tor o marehe
When the wives sﬁ;mm‘m = %@ apenn For A Tallye mm

npad with Mﬁa‘ﬁ RO, # WonAn

mﬁim p&ﬂmﬁmg @;m

found the orenn Flogy was Alropdy . filled. T ?"}m;gr m’e‘i $e wmit In
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The my@m whity :@hﬂ&- s the we im'ﬁ aoneptad %ﬁfﬁﬂﬂfk&m _
feon mgm Byeen whioh 4 ﬁ d Mine WYL o « # vngs Ww
+ yose and pat TW’%% Hovenbey affer %o & govern.

Bty mm!'m mw«m The: mayer 36 nob allow mww
"%m'% %@1& M"t %Iwm whe app
B m sena Thoors Hok ai&. mzmsm o v mmv mm oomfuseds N
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