
May 10, 2004

Dear CCNCTO Members,

RE: Urgent Call for Support to the Homeworkers' Association

I want to share with you a personal story about my mother.

My mother has worked in the Toronto garment industry since 1975 
when we immigrated from Hong Kong. During the day she worked in a 
factory on Carlaw Avenue for less than minimum wage and at night she 
toiled away in the kitchen on an old sewing machine as a homeworker. 
Morn was the last one in the house to sleep and when my sisters arid I 
awoke for school, she had our lunches prepared and was already 
clocked in the factory for her 5:30 a.m. shift.

No doubt, the life of a homeworker is difficult and with many challenges. 
My mom found no time for ESL classes because all her spare time was 
devoted to her young children and attending to house chores. Poverty 
kept her family in a cycle of low wages and under-employment. She 
never was able to experience all the opportunities that have been 
afforded to my sisters and I as a result of her hard work and sacrifices.

Last July, CCNCTO become a lead sponsor of The Homeworkers' Association 
(HWA). This is an invaluable organization that I wish that my room had access to 
when she was still a homeworker. Maybe then she would have felt less isolation or 
would have even taken ESL classes with other homeworkers. My mom is a wise 
woman with a grade six education who taught me to put the needs of others before 
my own. She taught me the importance of family and community.

The incredible work of The Homeworkers' Association is literally a
lifeline to women working in the isolation of their homes. Through
HWA, women garment workers of Chinese origins not protected through the
employment and labour laws are offered some hope. CCNCTO is deeply



fair wages.

This is why I am writing to you.

HWA currently receives no funding for the important work that they do.
You can make a positive difference in the lives of homeworkers; who are 
mothers, aunts, grandmothers, daughters, sisters and friends. Imagine the 
impact your financial contributions would make to the many women who are 
a forgotten workforce. Women who are paid 'wages' that amount to $2.00 
per hour. Women who have no legal recourse should they fall ill or injured 
and are unable to work. Women whose work remains unpaid simply 
because no one is holding the bosses to account. Women who are most 
vulnerable to unemployment and poverty due to systemic barriers.

Please help us support The Homeworkers' Association. We can't do it
without you!

Sincerely,

Kristyn Wong-Tam 
President

P.S. Your contribution of $100, $75, $50 or whatever you can give will help
the Homeworkers' Association continue to connect the many women sewing
garments in their homes to resources that will improve their lives. Thank
you.
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HWA FUND RAISING 2004 REMITTANCE FORM

Your Name: 
Organization’s Name: 
Address: 
Postal Code: 
Contact Number: 
Email: 
Amount of Contribution: 

Method of Payment: (please check accordingly) 

[  ] Cash 
please hand in at 302 Spading Ave., Suite 507 
(Dundas and Spading), please contact Judy or 
Barnett 
302 Spading Avenue, Suite 507, Judy Barnett

[  ] Cheque: 
payable to “Chinese Canadian National Council Toronto Chapter” 
please bring or attached he form with your payment and send to 
“Chinese Canadian National Council Toronto Chapter” 

HOMEWORKERS' ASSOCIATION 
302 Spadina Avenue, Suite 507 
Toronto, Ontario, M5T 2E7

Thank you for your generous donation! If you have any questions
regard to the donation, please contact

Judy at 416-596-8548 or email hwa@ccnc.ca, or Barnett at
416-596-0833.


