
HOMEWORKERS’ ASSOCIATION 

302 Spading Avenue, Suite 507
Toronto, ON M5T 2E7 

Tel: (416) 596-8548
Fax: (416) 586-7248



Homeworkers' Association (HWA) is part of U. N. I. T.E. Ontario Council (Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees), and is housed 
under CCNCTO (Chinese Canadian National Council Toronto Chapter)

HWA was formed in May 1992 as an
organization for immigrant women who sew
garments in their home. HWA is governed by an
elected executive committee of homeworkers
who are elected on an annual basis and serve for
a one-year term.

Our Objectives:

— To inform homeworkers about their workplace rights 
and assist them in exercising these rights

— To provide support to homeworkers and help them 
overcome extreme isolation through organizing social 
and recreational activities 

— To be a vehicle where homeworkers can come 
together to develop their own capacity to respond to 
issues, share strategies and find collective solutions

— To provide an opportunity for sharing skills and 
experiences between homeworkers and other factory 
workers

Our Services:

We provide the following services and
activities:

Free referral and information on work related issues 
such as employment standards, health and safety, 
etc.



— Information on employment insurance, welfare, and other 
social services
— Recreation activities such as summer picnics and holiday 
parties, field trips, socials, etc.
— Bi-monthly newsletter in Chinese
— Leadership training, workshops and seminars 
— Classes such as sewing, pattern-making, ESL, etc.
— Research and information on the garment industry 
— Community development, human rights and advocacy

Homeworkers' Rights:

Each homeworker has rights under the province that
includes the following:

— written job description
— overtime pay 
— written pay description
— hours of work 
— severance pay
— pregnancy leave 
— public holidays
— parental leave 
— termination notice
— vacation pay 
— minimum wage premium

Join us and benefit from your membership:

For only $24.00 a year, you will enjoy access to all our 
services. As a member, you will also:

— have an opportunity to meet with other garment 
workers
— be part of your own organization
— have input into planning effective services that 
meet your own needs

Al l  members '  persona l  in format ion  w i l l  be  kept  confident ia l
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