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D e a r  G o r d o n :

I  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  1 8  J u l y  1 9 8 5
c o n c e r n i n g  a  d e n t a l  c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  d e p e n d a n t s

o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  F o r c e s  ( C F ) .

T h i s  i s s u e  w a s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  i n t e n s i v e  d i s c u s s i o n s
i n  1 9 7 9  a n d  1 9 8 0  b e t w e e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y
B o a r d ,  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  u n i o n s ,  t h e  C F  a n d  t h e  R o y a l
C a n a d i a n  M o u n t e d  P o l i c e  ( R C M P ) ,  i n  t h e  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e
o n  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  J o i n t

C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e .  D i s c u s s i o n  w a s  d i s c o n t i n u e d
w h e n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  d a y  m a d e  i t  k n o w n  t h a t
i t  w o u l d  n o t  s h a r e  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  p r e m i u m s  f o r  d e n t a l
c a r e  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n s .

E f f o r t s  w e r e  m a d e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b y  t h e  u n i o n s ,
t h e  C F  a n d  t h e  R C M P  t o  d e v e l o p  d e n t a l  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n s
f u n d e d  w h o l l y  b y  t h e  e m p l o y e e .  T h e s e  p l a n s  t h a t  d i d
n o t  i n c l u d e  e m p l o y e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f
p r e m i u m  c o s t  s h a r i n g  d i d  n o t  p r o v e  t o  b e  f e a s i b l e
a n d  t h e  i d e a  h a d  t o  b e  a b a n d o n e d .

Members of the CF and their dependants were advised of these 
developments in June 1981 through the medium of the Canadian 
Forces Personnel Newsletter which is widely distributed throughout 
the service.
I have enclosed a copy of the pertinent article for your information.
As you are aware, the President of the Treasury Board announced 
on 17 April 1985, an agreement in principle with the Public Service 
unions for Government
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  d e n t a l  p l a n .  I f
t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  r e s u l t s  i n  a  v i a b l e  d e n t a l  p l a n  f o r
t h e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  i t  c a n  b e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e
s a m e  b e n e fi t s  w i l l  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  C F  a s  a
n o r m a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

You will appreciate that this Department cannot approach the Treasury 
Board in regard to a dependants' dental plan at this juncture, since it is not 
covered by the agreement. I would emphasize that this is an agreement in 
principle only, and in any event, the Government would not wish to prejudice 
its bargaining position with the unions by making precedent-setting 
arrangements for the CF. Accordingly, activity in this area by this 
Department in the immediate future will be limited to the monitoring of 
developments.

I  t r u s t  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  c l a r i f y  t h e  p o s i t i o n
o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n c e  a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e
t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a  r e p l y  t o  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  T h a n k
y o u  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E r i k  N i e l s e n


