
OSOMM
c/o Lucie Richardson 
P.O. box 294 
Mynarski Park Alberta
October 24, 1984

Mr. R. Coates
Minister of National Defence 
Ottawa Ontario

Dear Sir:

O S O M M  i s  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  S p o u s e s  o f  M i l i t a r y  M e m b e r s .

As you know, ours is a highly transient life style with its own special problems and needs.

These unique needs and problems have always been eclipsed 
or neglected by the needs of the military itself. We feel that our 
organization is a much-needed support system for spouses 
and children and is providing a united voice in expressing these 
ideas to those in a position to act upon the information.

I t  i s  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  c o - o p e r a t i o n  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n
a l l  a r e a s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  d e e m e d  t o  b e  " p o l i t i c a l " .  S i n c e  w e
l i v e  o n  f e d e r a l  p r o p e r t y ,  n o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e .

A "political" label on our group means that we could not meet on any base 
or station. Door to door contact with our neighbours could be seen as a 
violation of trespass regulations.

We wish these points to be clarified. Even circulation of a letter 
requesting a dental plan is termed "political”, as is a local petition 
to have traffic lights installed at a dangerous intersection.

W e  f e e l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i z e  o u r s e l v e s
a n d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  o n  o t h e r  b a s e s  o r  s t a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f
b e i n g  a r r e s t e d .  O u r  a i m s  a s  a  g r o u p  a r e  n o t  p o l i t i c a l  i n CONT 'D  . . . .
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nature unless making the needs of our group known to both the DND and the government 
constitutes "politics".

A s  w e  d o  n o t  p o s e  a  t h r e a t  t o  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s e e k
t o  w o r k  t h r o u g h  o u r  e l e c t e d  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  a l l
o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  a s  g u a r a n t e e d  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f
R i g h t s  a n d  F r e e d o m s .  W e  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  w r i t t e n  a u t h o r i t y  t o
a s s o c i a t e  a n d  o r g a n i z e  a s  a  g r o u p  o n  o t h e r  b a s e s  a n d  s t a t i o n s ,
i n c l u d i n g  d o o r  t o  d o o r  c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  P M Q ' s .

S i n c e  i t  i s  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  w o r k  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m  a n d  s i n c e

w e  d o  n o t  w i s h  t o  c a u s e  u n d u e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  t o  e i t h e r  t h e
m i l i t a r y  o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  a r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  w i t h h o l d i n g
o u r  s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c .

E n c l o s e d  p l e a s e  fi n d  a  l i s t  o f  o u r  a i m s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  a s

w e l l  a s  a  l o n g - t e r m  l i s t  o f  n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .

Y o u r  i m m e d i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

Lucie 
Richardson
Mary anne 
Jablonski 
Gayle Siford
Susan Kerr
Leslie Taylor

( O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  O S O M M )


