
148 Somme Crescent S.W
Calgary, Alberta
T2T 5J5
February 3, 1986

The Base Administration Officer
Canadian Forces Base Calgary 
Calgary, Alberta

Dear Lt. Colonel St. John: 

The Organizational Society of Spouses of Military Members requests the use of the Women’s 
Centre on the evening of 20 February 1986 for the purposes of holding a a meeting. The 
nature of this meeting will be apolitical and no members of the media shall be admitted. 

Enclosed please find copies of our agenda, the national objectives of OSSOMM and the six recommendations 
which OSSOMM has made to the Equality Rights Commission. 

Awaiting your reply we remain

Yours truly, 

Leslie Taylor
Marnie Draper



OSSOMM Meeting 20 February 1986
AGENDA

1. OPENING REMARKS
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
3. COURT CASE
4. RENTS
5. DIALOGUES WITH THE MILITARY ADMINISTRATION
6. REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON STUDIES DONE RE: FAMILY VIOLENCE, ALCOHOL AND 
DRUG ABUSE WITHIN THE MILITARY COMMUNITY. 
7. FUND RAISING 

INTRODUCE GUEST SPEAKER: MARY ANNE JABLONSKI 
     VICE PRESIDENT OSSOMM 

MS. JABLONSKI WILL ADDRESS THESE ISSUES: 
1. AD CAMPAIGN
2. MEMBERSHIP
3. LUCIE RICHARDSON’S ACTIVITIES 
4. LETTERS OF SUPPORT
5. FUND RAISING DINNER
6. ROYAL COMMISSION 
7. MILITARY FAMILY ADVISORY COUNCIL
8. DENTAL PLAN 

CLOSE MEETING 
— OPEN FORUM FOR QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
— PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS TO EXPRESS CONCERNS AND TO 
WRITE DOWN SUGGESTIONS FOR FUND RAISING 
— VIDEO TAPES WITH OSSOMM NEWSCAPS AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING 

COFFEE AND REFRESHMENTS 



N AT I O N A L O B J E C T I V E S

1. SEEK IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES WHICH WILL IMPROVE THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN 
THEIR MILITARY COMMUNITIES. 

2. MAKE AVAILABLE DAY CARE CENTERS WITHIN THE MILITARY COMMUNITIES. 

3. EFFECT POLICIES REGARDING HOMEMAKERS PENSIONS

4. NATIONAL CRISIS LINE

5. REGIONAL OR NATIONAL SHELTERS

6. PROMOTE AN UNDERSTANDING OF WOMEN’S ISSUES AMONG SPOUSES AND 
MILITARY PERSONNEL
7. PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR WOMEN TO BECOME MORE ACTIVE AND DEVELOP ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS

8. NATIONAL OMBUDSMAN TO DEAL WITH ISSUES NOT RESOLVED AT THE CHAPTER ON REGIONAL LEVEL

SIX RECOMMENDATIONS TO EQUALITY RIGHTS COMMISSION

1. DEFINE PROHIBITED POLITICAL ACTIVITY UNDER ARTLE 19:44 VERY SPECIFICALLY 
TO BE THAT WHICH THREATENS THE SECURITY OF CANADA. IF THERE ARE CERTAIN 
ACTIVITIES WHICH COULD POSE A RISK THEN THESE SHOULD BE LISTED. ALL OTEHR 
LOBBYING AND PARTICIPATION IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS SHOULD BE ALLOWED. 

2. WE REQUEST SPECIAL STATUS. IN REQUESTING SPECIAL STATUS, WE POINT OUT THAT WE 
ARE NOT MILITARY MEMBERS BUT WE ARE CIVILIANS LIVING ON DND PROPERTY. THIS ACTION 
WOULD GRANT US OUR RIGHTS BUT STILL PROTECT THE MILITARY FROM OUTSIDE CIVILIANS. 

3. ESTABLISH A CIVILIAN OFFICE WITH OFFICIAL CAPACITY TO LIASE BETWEEN THE 
DND, GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES, AND FAMILIES AND WITH THE POEWR OF AN 
OMBUDSMAN. THIS OFFICE COULD ALSO PROVIDE RESEARCH WHICH IS MUCH 
NEEDED AND SADLY LACKING WITH REGARDS TO THE MILITARY AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

4. DROP THE TERM DEPENDANT OR DEPENDANT WIFE FROM REGULATIONS, LAW DOCUMENTS, PUBLICATIONS, ETC. THIS 
WORDING IS SYMBOLIC OF THE ALCOHOLIC ATTITUDES. IT IS INAPPROPRIATE, DEMEANING AND DISCRIMINATORY. WE 
SUGGEST THE TERMS SPOUSES AND CHILDREN. 

5. THE INVESTIGATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF TO HAVE DEMOCRATIC 
ELECTIONS IN PMQ’S TO ALL RESIDENTS REGARDLESS OF RANK OR SEX. THIS 
SHOULD INCLUDE THE OFFICE OF MAYOR (OR CHAIRMAN OR PRESIDENT). IT 
SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS AND  TRUSTEES. THESE 
ELECTIONS SHOULD BE OUTSIDE THE JURISDICTION OF THE BASE COMMANDER. 

6. INVESTIGATION INTO THE ADMINISTRATION OF NBF FUNDS. 
THESE FUNDS ARE GENERATED THROUGH THE SYSTEM. 
SPOUSES AND ORDINARY MEMBERS CONTRIBUTE TO THESE 
YET HAVE NO SAY IN THE SPENDING OF THE FUND. IT IS RUN 
BY THE BASE COMMANDER AND SENIOR OFFICERS. 



NATIONAL DEFENCE 1460-2 (BADMO)

CANADIAN FORCES BASE 
CALGARY
CALGARY, ALBERTA
T3E 1T8
10 FEBRUARY 1986

MRS. LESLIE TAYLOR 
MRS. MARNIE DRAPER
ORGANIZATIONAL SOCIETY OF 
SPOUSES OF MILITARY MEMBERS
C/O 148 SOMME CRESCENT S.W
CALGARY, ALBERTA
T2T 5J5

Dear Ladies, 
Your request to use the Currie Community Centre has been thoroughly reviewed and regrettably must be denied. While I appreciate the guarantees provided in your recent letter, there are certain unresolved issues which may be prejudiced by 
allowing you to use DND facilities for your meeting. Accordingly, I must recommend that you try to obtain other suitable facilities.

I  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  t h e  B a s e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
O f fi c e r ,  L C o l  S t  J o h n  a n d  h e  h a s  a d v i s e d  m e  o f  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d
c o n s t r u c t i v e  a p p r o a c h .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  s h a r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  s a m e  g o a l s  i n
r e l a t i o n  t o  i m p r o v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  o u r  m i l i t a r y  f a m i l i e s .  I  h o p e
t h i s  r a p p o r t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a n d  I  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  m y
s t a f f  w i l l  t r y  t o  a s s i s t  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

W.B Vernon
Colonel Deputy 
Commander 


