LESBIAN WOMEN HAVE RIGHTS
“AND 50 DO o.uR, CHILDREN!

Because of the greater power of men =~ straight and gay == we lesblan women
know first hand what violence they exercise agalnst us and our children.

The fight of many gay mcnaga‘be with each other .is to escape the role of

~ dominance Imposed on them by our dcpendcncc and poverty, which dllly creates
that brutality. '

‘It Is because of that vlolonca that tha lc:blan movement is massive Inter- ,
nationally. Some of us can afford to be open and 1ivé with other women:
millions more are trapped In relationships with men by our lack of money

and are. therefore invisible. But the launching of the '"Save Our Children"
campaign agalnst us Is an Index of the enormity. of the power that we have .
all bullt against subservience and invisibllity. 'How much we have to offer
to other women, and children == by our fight fer Indepondonce o ls measured
by extermlnatlon att-mpts Tike thls.

Our welknass as women in relation to the men stems from the unpaid service
we pcrform at home -- raising children, caring for the old and the sick,

and praparlng ourselves and our husbands or lovers to go out to work.
Because we are not paid for that work, we take jobs outside our homes, often
in social services, and almost always at Tow wages. Those of us who are
. lesbian have had to fight to get and keep every job, by staying in the
closet and tak!ng extra care to be ''feminine'' and "normal'’. These jobs

are often our only access to money at - a tlme when the economic crlsls is
affecting women on many fronts.. :

" We are also always fighting to keep custody of our own children. Almost

anyone who comes along -- husbands, relatlves. or government agencies --

can lay claim to them. We are refusing to pay for our lesblanism by

facing forced childlessness. The attack on us jas being "unfit' to be

* mothers, and '"unfit" to hold jobs where children are Is an attempt to ,

“\_w?ﬂprlvo both us and .our. childr-n of -the - pot:lb!llty of choosing our sexust"
C?- ’ . s
‘We stand behlnd the childen's f!ght to be frca. to have: sexual cholces,

and not to be prey to anyone eniisting them for elther heterosexuality or

. homosexuality. Our struggle In our own. r!ght against coercion makes us

~eminently fit to be mothers and teachers. WE DON'T WANT TO CHOOSE FOR OUR

CHILDREN. WE WANT THEM TO HAVE THE POWER TO CHOOSE FOR THEMSELVES, JUST AS

WE WANT THAT POSSIBILITY FOR OURSELVES. THOSE ATTACKING -US FOR RECRUITING

gRE THE¢$ELVES RECRUIT!NG INTO HETEROSEXUALITY. AND WE HANT NO FORCED -
EXUALITY,

. ee Lnsbian Hbmen from the Uages for Housework Campalgn--San Franclsco
P.0. Box 5207, San Franc!sco. CA 94101 . TRL (tm) 3821326,

“Supported By: _ o F ‘
Wages Due Lesblans, New York . ‘Wages Due, London

c/o Brown . SR - ¢/o Ruth Hall & Ann Neale
100 Boerum Place 64 Larch Road
Brooklyn, Ncw York l!20l . ‘ Londcn. NW2, England

' wagcs Due Lnsblans Phllcdolphta A

~ ¢/o Mannle Garza h ) T 2:;P§:§,:122§' P

- Philadelphlia, Ml_gtk‘;f ;

Vig'cs Due, Toronto
- Box 38, Statlon E _
‘Toronto, Ontario CANADA




