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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE WAGES DUE COLLECTIVE

We are the Wages Due Collective from Toronto, Ontario, Our group has
been meeting fér four months. We are all lesbian feminists and have worked
in the women's movement.

We have been meeting once a week and in the past two months we have
also been meet;ng weekly with the Toronto Wages for Housework Collectivé.
We were involved as individuals in planning a public meeting about Wages
for HouSework'on the 31lst of January. The Wages Due Collective and the »
Toronto Wages for Housework Collective are sponsoring a public meeting on
the 26th of February at which women from the P.O.W. will be speaking. At
the lesbian conference in Montral this January, we held a Wages for Housg-
work workshop. A fine time was had by all.

At this point our focus is on understanding and developing the Wages
for Housework perspective. We have collectively written a paper on 1esbians
and the Wages Qor Housework perspective. It is called "Fucking is Work"
and will be présented for the first time ever at this conference, :

Eventually we plan to organize women in both waged and unwaged sit;
vations. '

We have written a song about the wages due Lo womern, whlch we willik
share with you later (the song, not the wages!).

We believe that by the next conference groups should have papers and
positions on nationalist struggles for liberation, and how they fir in to
the International Network. We would be happy to discuss this question with
anyone who is 1pterested.

And now, here is our statement:



FUCKING IS WORK

Wages for Housework recognizes that doing cleaning, raising chil-
dren, taking care of men, is not women's blological destiny. Lesblan-’
ism recognizes that heterosexual love and marriage i1s not women's bio-
logical destiny. Both are definitions of women's roles by the state
and for the advantage of the state.

Wages for Housework says that to fight against our roles 1s to
fight against our work is to fight against the state. This doesn't
mean that if we merely readjust our roles, without recognizing the
work contained within them that we are fighting the state. In fact the
state often readjusts our roles for us. But it does mean that whenever
women deviate from roles set out for us by the state, it creates the
possibility within the class of women to see the roles and the work as
they really are: serving the state.

We do not think that lesbians are special cases. We think that all
women are special cases in the definitions of the stste. This 1s what,
keeps us divided. We recognize that all women are houseworkers, and
as lesbians we can clarify certain forms that this work takes, and there-
fore define certain struggles that we can take against our work,
against the state. By uniting our struggle as lesbians with the struggle
of all women, we can win, 5

Capitalism has institutionalized relationships between men and
women in the form of heterosexuality. And the only legitimate expres-
sion of this form is marriage. In marriage the woman supports the man
to work harder, to buy a bigger house a car etc., and to subjugate her
needs to theége needs, which are capital's. Marriage is also the in-
stitution for the socialization of children to be good workers for cap-
italism, and this too is the work of women. Further we are brought up:
to believe that our work in marriage is our blological nature and
therefore unchangeable.

All women are socialized to be heterosexual and to get married.
Women who are called lesbians and women who are called stralght are all
existing for:the same purpose in the eyes of the state - to serve capr
ital through’ serving men. This is what we mean when we say all women :
are straight., Being a lesbian does not free us from our roles as house-
workers.

One of the services that women perform for men and the state 1is
fucking. Our job as cunts is separated from loving or having children,
Having children is a separate job which only happens to require fucking
as a prerequisite. Loving is something we do in spite of capitalism, not
because of it. Loving only serves the state when and if it 1s a pre-
requisite for fuckingmen. Fucking gives men pleasure and a feeling of
power that they need to continue working for capitalism, The state con
vinces us that fucking is a labour of love in the same way that it con-
vinces us that making breakfast and raising the kids is a labour of
love. We may.enjoy cooking eggs and we may love our children, but
those facts don't change the fact of our work as long as this work
serves the néeds of capital.



It is the existence of lesbianism that makes fucking visible as
labour. Also a woman who refuses to fuck is refusing part of her work =
as a woman, and is therefore waging a fight against the state whether
she recognizes it as such or not. A woman who demands money for fuck-
ing is also waging a battle against this work whether she recognizes
it or not. Both lesbians and prostitutes challenge the state by their
mere existence. Both lesbians and prostitutes build the power of women
by their existence. We can see how threatening prostitution and les-
bianism are by how much money the state saves in free fucks.

The state tries to co-opt this struggle against fucking by
either making it 1llegal or institutionalizing it. Prostitution is
either illegal or state-run. Lesbianism is illegal if we are under
twenty-one, we cannot work as cilvil servanys, we cannot legally cross
borders, we cannot legally have our children, we cannot legally defend
our right to work for wages or rent a place to live.

At this point in time the state uses heterosexuality to serve itg
own purposes, Unless we make our sbruggles against the institutions of
heterosexual love and marriage in a clear class context then the state
will be able. to co-opt them. Up until now the genereal struggle agalnst
marriage has taken the form of the free love movement and open mar- ‘
riage. Neither of these forms, because they are led by men, understand
that fucking is wark, and that liberation for women does not come >
through more and easier access to fucking. Hippies and the revolution-
ary youth movement have isolated themselves by thinking that they have
created something which gives them more freedom, In fact they have
created something that gives women more work.

Wages for Housework must take up this struggle, recognizing that
lesbians, celibate and 'frigid' women and prostitutes are wagling a
battle against fucking and therefore against the state.

Lesbianism is women loving women, It is a form of social rel-
ationship between people of equal power. It strengthens the power of
the class by being a gut expression of class solidarity. It is a form
that we can use and work from in learning how to struggle with each
other as women. In this way it serves all women. It is an expression
of gelf-love and confidence in women. This is what we mean when we say
all women are lesbians.

As lesbilans we know that we can survive without the approval and '’
rocognition of a hushande, becausce we have already survived illegally
and underground for centuries. The danger for us lies in what we do 3
with this knowledge. Lesbians can serve the state by saying that we want
to be responsible citizens with just a few more civil liberties ;
(1ike the gay liberation movement is doing). O we can set out to prove
that we can be truck drivers and executives (like the status of women
groups do), as if we didn't already know that we can do anything we
want. Or we can isolate ourselves in groovy lesbilan ghettoes and die
slowly because of it (like lesbian sepatatists are doing). All these
things do is.give more power to the state by focussing lesblanism on
individuals and trying to find individual solutions rather than taking
our power and strengthening it and that of all women by using it to
attack the state.

Sexuality is used to divide women. Straight women think that by
associating with lesbians *hey are losing power. They act this out by



hating, fearing or ignoring lesblans. Lesbians think that by assoclating
with stralght women we are losing our identity. We act this out by re-
fusing to struggle with straight women. But as long as any of us react
to our powerlessness as women by refusing to unite with women we are
losing our only potential power and serving the interests of capitalism.

Lesbians are used as a threat to all women to keep us in line. We
must take this threat and turn it around against the state. We must’
take the definitions of lesblan, dyke, queer that they lay on us, and
define them for ourselves. This is why 1t 1s important for women who are
Tesbiang to be visible witain the Wages for Housework movement.

As lesbians become visible we are able to point out to all women
that there are alterratives even now, under capitalism, to our role
ag men'’s Tucks. This gives us the possibility of more choilces, which
gives us the strength to fight our work even at the level of relation-
ships with. individuval men. Men are threatened by the possibility of.
ttheir woman' becoming a lesbian. We can use that threat by never de-
nying the possibility. Ue are not saying that all women should come out.
When the power oi women's liberation made it possible for lots of les-
“ians to come out. it wasn't the comlng oul as lesbians that was the
main point; it was the power that made it possible that made it im-
portant.

Anotheér thing- We do not think that the definition of blsexual 1s
veaful 1o any of us. It 1s no threat to the state. In fact the syate 1is
encouraging it i e davs in an attempt to weaken the power of lesbians.
Because of ‘thig, defining onesel$§ as bigexual erodes the power of ;
lesbicnism: Thiz syeten has divided men and women to such an extent.
that loving both equally (which also assumes egquality bepween men and
-;omen, wnlch isn't true), can only be an extremely unsettling and schizo-
harenic pogition for any wohman to be in. 2

TIn cornclucion Lhen. we feel very strongly that as lesbians we
nave something to contribute to the building of our power as women..
Firzt, we can contribute the definitlon of fucking as work. Second,
we cortribute the nower of loving women. In return, we gain from the
inerease in bthe general power of tne class, and hopefully the support
end understanding of our straight sisters, which we need to break down
the isolatlon that the state imposes on us. Thils paper is an attempt
t-~ gtart gsome dialogue on this subject. We cannot afford to ignore it,
hecause we are lcspblansz. ’

The Wages Due Ccllective, Toronto.



THE WAGES DUE SONG

If iomen were pald for gll we do
LV zell ya one thing that's %rue as true
We gouldn‘t be free, but I'm %elling you
There'd 28 a‘lot of gages due
D C G
Well, there'd be a lot of wages due for every time we smiled
Just in Brdef to get a tip or two to gake it almost 3orthwhile
There'd %e aDlot of wages due for egeryctime we'ge been gapgd

And there'd be a lot of wages due for each time we've escaped
‘ ' c
Now what do ya think would happen, if we women went on strike

D ;
There's be no breakfael in the morning. There'd be no screw at night.

There'd ét no nurses treatin you

There'd gé np waltressérs serving you

There's é% no typists typing you ooooo It'd be all ;ight
There'sd EE ﬁp mothers nursing you

There'd be no wives waiting on you

O
There'd be no daughters pleasing you oococoo It'd be all right

. .
If women were paid for all we do S

> &
Just think wgat it'd mean to me and you
We'd hgﬁé some money and power too
D
Well ain't it amazing

¢ D «
What wages do 00000,



