MAYDAY JN TORCKTO

At noon on Friday, May 2, City Hall square was full of sun and full of
pezople, Many were from nearby offices having lunch, many were en rout
to government offices, and some were there 5pe01ficml;y for the ral.d.

It began with live nusic and soon we were speaking to z crowd of 250
people, lMany of them were women - SechtEPLSS, clerical werkers, immi-
grants - all of them listening intently and taking our leaflets away
with then,

Eight of us spcke from our different situasions, As nurses. As waitresses.
As office and factory workers. As full-time housewives. As welfare mothers.
As lesbians, Bach of us l*nfwnv ourselves Lo one ancther, and with one set
of introductory remarks CUDnePbng our struggle for wages for housework to
the rest of the working class and to the self- -activity of women internatio-
nally. The rally lasted lg hours and, dur*nc vhat time, we spoke to appr
ximately 500 peorle.

he media was there and we received very wide coverage; several radio news
pots,that morning announcing our rally, 5 or & radic interviews in the cour
f the rally, nmeOﬂ/l TV news coverage (5 mlnAse‘ruporL), and 2 local TV
ews items., We reached E ﬁi s more than were there with us and our work
n the coming months is ﬁgkb st onver Uubllb presence locally and tfirough-
out, Canada,
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Ve video~taped the entire rally and ere now editing it down to % housr for
use on local cabie TV, We “e also preparing a 1 hour vefsion to be distri-
on

2 a1l tetri
buted naticnaily (and internationally) al ith a "wayday pamphlet™ which
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carries all the spseches, scngu, graphic atc, We are planning to use thea
extensively asz an ozganiZLng tool in *hp ccwin; nenths, The nat *Unwx feiinist
magazine "The Other Woman! is carrying two of ovr speeches i ites forthcoming

issue,

guages (Italian, Spanish, Pc*tugueqe, and Enzlish), and at the rally it
distribtuted 1000 more in fnglish, We spoke tc & number of womenf®s groups -
teants?, daycare, eMpIOJe\w, etc. - and to thousands more in 2 phone-in radio
talk shows (2 hours long ') and one brief TV anpearance,

In preparaticn for the rally, the Committee issued 5000 leaflets in four lan
i tse li

Two weeks before the rally, there was a full-page article on the first page
of the "iomants Section" in the Toronto Star {gf ld cire., 750,000} titled

"Should hOASE”:V(Q be Paid?", It presented the Comnittecs position and spoke
abcut our rally and the international nctwork, For the na&+ 3 days the tele~
phone in cur office rang constantly - women calling from all over the city
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And since the rally, opportunities to
and on the media kXeep coming in. Last
of the Ontario Status of Women Counci
radio program,tis It Hﬂr“"ﬂs",challc;”
sees woments ¢ i
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we spoke at & conference of university woinen where another video-tape was
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made for cable TV - to be supplemented with a studio interview and a report
on the ongoing activities of the Committee and the international network.

The Mayday rally served as an "announcement' that we are on the scene on' that
we are beginning our organizing to get wages for housework. It has given us
the public visibility we need in order to begin functioning as a reference
point to women in all different situations throughout Ontario and Canada. It
has opened up possibilities for our political work which before seemed dis-
tant and formidable,

Our immediate priority is the preparation of the mayday materials for mass
distribution. The "Women's Liberation 3ocokmobile", staffed by two sisters

from the Wages Due Collective is touring all of Ontario - urban and rural
centers - throughout the summer, and establishing contacts throughbut the
province, Some of us are travelling extensively throughout Canada during our
summer holidays and setting up meetings wherever we go. We must pull together
and &ker build on what was started two years ago at the Feminist- Symposium in
Montreal when 800 women passed a resolution demanding wages for housework from
the State,.

The Toronto Mayday Rally got us off tc a running start.



