- “India sMahila Association

P.Q Box 67714, Station O, Vancouver, B.C. V5W 3V2

January 13, 1983

TO: Samaanta

FROM: 1India Mahila Association

In 1981 the India Mahila Association proposed that
an action coalition, representing various organizations
and individuals from the Indian Community, be set up to
deal with the issue of violence against women in our
community. In January 1982 Samaantaz was formed, to eradicate
violence and discrimination against women of Indian origin,
with a specific focus on the internal education of its
members, and education of the community in general with
emphasis on changing men's attitudes towards women. In other
words Samaanta's intended objective was to work with men. It
was also understood that Samaanta was to be a complementary
organization to the I.M.A., taking its general direction from,
and being accountable to the I.N.A.

It is commonly known that many of the I.NM.A. members
vho joined Samaanta, have never been invited to any general
or special meetings of Samaanta over the past year. 1In
fact, Samazanta has refused to meet I.M.A. to discuss common
concerns and issues affecting both organizations. The women
on the Samaanta executive have been practically outnumbered

by men, wvhich is contrary to one of its fundamental principles.



Samaanta is ignoring its objectives and pursuing duplicitious
activities. Nothing significant ﬁas been done to educate men.,
We are outraged and disappointed that a group of men and
women, created to educate men, has chosen the way out -of
simply "educating" women.

The India Mahila Association is unable to work with
Samaanta under these circumstances, and therefore is with-
drawing its support from Samaanta. With respect to your
invitation, dated January 7, 1983, re Women's Drop-In Centre,
suffice to say that we are not prepared to meet with you

until you have agreed to rectify the error pointed out herein.



Date
Dean Sistens and Brothens,
We wish 1o infonm ourn friends Zhat the India Mahia
Mdociation La withdrawing from the coalition SANAANTA.
SAMAANTA was formed in Januany 7‘752 o 'eradicate
violence and discaimination againat women of Jndian onigin. '

We wene part of the coalition with the expecitation
that the primany function of the group was self and communiiy education on
violence against women. [hat duning the process of educaition and disscussion
we would develop short and dong temn sinategies fon dealing with this violence.

We ane unable to work wiih the coalition at ithis time
for the following neasonas:

a) We feel that most of the focus of SAMAANTA s0 far has been on 'victim
support'. The A hos been doing 'vietim suppont' almost since oun incepiion
9 yeans ago. (onsequently, we cannoi work wihi the coaliifion, since its a
dublication of oun wonk and we do noit have ihe time on nesounces to doihe
same wonrk in 2 places. -

b) We ane dis-satistied with how the group hos functioned so fan and feel that
thene has been insufficient communication beitween I/l and SANAANTA. In oun
effonts 1o nemedy this situction, we asked fon a meeting with ithe executive
of SANAANTA. In oun special meeting with the executive in Augusit 1962 we

wene not able o neach a nutually satisfactony solution Zo oun diffenences.

c) There ane mone active men in the comnittee than women. linden difienent
cincumatances this would be an assect but in this case we feel ithat ithe men
dominate the coalition.

Funthenmone, we feel that the finat funcition of ithe coalition
should have been self-education. This would have enabled men to beiter
undenstand the position of women in this sociely and the hows and whys of he
violence againsit women from the women's prespective. [his would have
benefited ourn wonk togethen ...... both men and women. lnforntunaily this did
not happen. '



