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(1) This issue of the MID is a start - follow—up will come througn
the Comittee outlined in (2).

(2) A IAC Constitution Reform Conmittee has been struck., It's menbers are:

Ann Bell - Newfoundland, Jill Porter - Ontaric, Patricia Preston - Elrerts,

Sally Shrofel - Hanitoba, Iymn lcDonzlé as. President is an ewx-o=ficio member,

ihe role of this comittee is:

= to plan in more detail the process of participation of our member groups,
with their help in the deba

= to follow-up and actively pursue at the federal level, funding for this
participative process

~ to review papers and submissions on the issues and prepare sumaries.

=~ to review the 12 issue areas as developed for the officizl process (eattached)

= to develop a list of the issues of specific relevance to women (using the
attached list as a base)

- to be a focal point for screening information, cortmmnicating the issues
and concerns, ec.

The Committee will meet over the Summer.  Your prime contact on the commities
to facilitate communication, will be Jill Porter, 632 Chapel St. Ottawa KIN 729.
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‘ What YOU can do

(2) READ THE ATTACHED -~ BEGIN THE EDUCATION PROCESS.

le are all aproaching the debate as citizens and women. W
the, central issues to the debate as def:ned by the P.M. 2 S

nd the Premiey

the distribution of power between the provinces and the federal government.
ns
en
T

recognize that
W 1'

This power distribution is very important to us as citizens. As women we
know that a redistribution of power will not necessarily ensure that our

concerns are met since we are not in charge of the power structures. As
women then, we need to -epproach the debzte with our issues in mind anc see
they are met within whatever power distribution we support &s individua}

citizens.

(b) Get together with your local and provincial groups é&nd begin to discuss the
issues outlined in this package. We suggest informal g&s formai 7
meetings - discussions over coffee, etc. etc.

(1]
w
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(c) Yrite to your Premier with a request to be involved in the debate znd o
have women's issues on the agenda. ASK FOR FUMDING.

rs, comments, information to the NAC Canadi
. O call your nearest local member on the

1
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D Y TIE PSDNE MINISTER & DPIERS FOR TE OOETITUTIONL BN

JJ;:.::.._._.

‘statement of principles .
“Charter of Rights including lancuage richt

P(3) A dedication to rszducing regional disparities
(4) Patriation (matriation?) of the constitution

(5) Resource owmershiv & inter-provincial trade

3
(6) Offshore respgurces =5€ o7 da reloped
: from a Globe & Mail
(7) Powers affecting the econamy article so we ¢o not
> . - . kno: the details on
3) Communications & Broadcastin b = =
( - = ) further elabcraticn
(9) Family Law : of what the topics
. ; T . mean.
(16) Fisheries jurisdiction
(11) A new Senate involving the Frovinces \SK your Premier for
. . i the officizl agenda!!
(12) Changes in the Supreme Court Ofticial agenca

WAC LIST OF ISSUES FOR WCOMEN IN THE DEBATE

This list is not 2!l inciusive but even this list will have to be developed into
the most important issues.

(1) Entrenchment of the Human Rights in the Constitution

2) Indian Rights as it relates to Native Women

3) Family Law - marriage, divorce, property & civil rights

4)  Economic - egual pay, maternity leave, child care, UIC, etc:
5) Education - retraining, skill training
6

) Political - representation of women in Senate, on boards & commissions, courts

= ]

Lieutenant Governors, Crown

. (7) Income Security - pensions
"(8) Health & Welfare
(8) Criminal Law.- aborction
(10) Immigration
(11) Administration of Justice
(12) Communications
(13) Cultural Policy
(14) Housing
(15) Environment
-+ -+ + b 2 + + + + + + b + -+
NAC LETTER TO THE RIGHT HOHOURABLE PIERRE ELLICT TRUDEAU May 27, 1980
Re: Vomen and Constitutional Reform
The constitutional debats is 2 most critical issue for &1l Canadianrs, \e therefore
assumeé that your government will consuit all sections of the nopulation, and since
women represent 52% cf the Canadian population, we further assume that there will .
be a special consultation proress to seek the active participation of the female

opulation. Within this process we propose:
pop

The Mational Action COFT?EZQE on the Status of Women, as the umbrella orcanization
for more that 150 women's croups across the country, asks to be empow

iered and Tunded
to establish a mechenism through which recommendztions will be formulated for
presentation at federal/provincial conferences on the Constitution.
The proposed general structure to execute this process is:
[HATIORAL ACTIGH CDI’_.i‘:.iTTEE_jJ;‘_E___T:—J.E STATUS OF -WOHER ]
| FEDERAL COORDIMETOR |
. Research t
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iy the key issues in CORS
W11 also formulaie eppropriate processes for arriving e
itorial consensus on the issues.

ce these issues and orocedur2s have been ident

as outlined above.

A11 the reports of the provincial/territorial cornittees will

i
into a comprehensive report on the nationwide consensus reached
&

titutional ratorm arTecting womEn.

ifjed, previnciegl/territoria
cormittees will be established under the leadership of the provincial chairpers

hen be amal

This wil

reported to the provinciel/federal governments at forimal conierence.

e believe that this process will enable your government to re
all parts of this country.

ach

through the .appropriate ministry, provice adequate levels of funding.

inforined woman in
e stronaly urge vou to support ihis proposal and,

This approach would -be totally consistent with the actions of vour covernment in
fundinc the participetion of native peoples in constituticonal debate. Cur
assumption is that, since women constitute a greater percentage of the population,
funding and support would be readily available.
* - *® * * * * * * * * * * * *
' - . J i g J
HOT NEWS FROM OTTAWA.|
The Advisorv Council on the Status of tiomen plans o hold a
conference on the Constitution, tentatively scheduled for
September 5 and 6, 1980. 500 women are expected to attend.
NAC has been asked to sit on the stesring committee
planning the conference.
Papers will be comissioned. It appears these will be in
some of the twelve areas of the official debate.
o * = * * * * * ® * * * * * *
L]
JEAN CHRETIEHR has been apnointed as the Minister
in charge of presenting the Federal point of view. 1le is going
to travel across Canada this sumer. If he is in your neck of
the woods, bend his ear!!
A committee of the Premiers & the Federal spokesman will be
| working throughout the sumer to prepare positions on consti-
; _ tutional reform. There will be another first ministers'
l conference on Sentember 9, 10 and 11.
5 * * ¥ * * * * * * * * * * * *
)
:
NAC CANGDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTESD
n Bell 2 Ford's Road, Corner Brook, Nfld A2H 1Z3 (70¢) 634-5735 (r) .
, . 634/4353 ext.434 (b)
i1l Porter £32 Chapel Street, Ottawa, Ontario KIN 729 (613) 233-4228 (r)
(or leave message with Rosemary Eillincs at: 996-8476 (n))
st Preston L17-11th Street N.W., Calgary, Alberta T2N 1X5 (bo3) 283-3Ls5i (r)
;11y Shrofel Box 163A, RR#5, Winnipeg, Manitoba PR2(C 2Z) (204) 22L-4690 (r)
— 943-1226 (b)
JT T 'C‘_i
nn licDornzld WAL Office, 40 St. Clair East, #7306, Toronto 022-3256
UR MAIN CONTACT TO FACILITATE COMMUNITCATION 15 -J_F__L PORTER

in tcuch with your local member on the committee.



