May 31, 1981 Bread and Roses Meeting @ Braittamia =~ .

Present; 8ans, Ann Me, May Lynn, Wendy, Micki, Dara, Caitlin, Adrienne, Rose, Jackie,
Maggie, Frances, Bett, Susan, Taresa, Danyelle, Luce, Cornrinne, Manion, Helen .
Chain; Sara, Minute taker; Marion ' '

. Agenda; ‘ _ .

1. Meeting againsit the rnight - :

2 Basis of unity ‘ -

3. ofhen busdiness including the India Mahilia Association

Frances proposed that we discuss the bais o4 unity finst. This was accepted.

Sana; nRape Relief got a Lettern from the Klan this week,1t 48 approprniate to hearn grom them,
1 cut down on the time allotted fon the meeting againsit the night

There was some diseussion about a proposal made by Jackie and Helen to have a potlfuck prion
to one of our méetings. 1t was decided that the potluck would take place on June 28,

with the steening commitiee detenmining the Location.

Sara; for the basis of unity discussion, Mauwreen will give us an introduction, to give the
dicsussion a context. /
Maureen; The neason T included the TWDC basis of unity was as a model--to acknowledge were
where T started grom. .

1 Xook Zhe TWDC basis of unity and worked on £t with Jackie about different ways of saying
the sam: things and adding new items. 1 then takked to Helen.

The basis of unity statement is for wm owr own needs, not necessarily something that we
WALl dﬁét&ibuﬁe to the public. What we want to develop is something that would make
sense for us. ‘

I took zhe part out about the state noi being neutral and as socialist femminists 1 think
we all agree with that concept. The problem with the TWOC statement is that it refens

to Zhe sfate as monoLithic and something that can't be pushed. The IWDC has Lobbied the 4%
state around equal pay forn equal value efe.

1€ sounds foo negative and purnist, as if we nevern Lobby just have mass demonstrations.
People may want Lo angue this. .

There 48 also something in the bgsis of unity that 1 want Lo add--in the section on our
enemy, s1ugg about the 3nd worldpsuffering grom deepen exploitation.

The difficulty with a statement Like this is that you have Lo put down the whole nub of
capitalism and patriarchy.

This 48 complex and we haven't wonrked on this,gn the histroy of women's oppression. Hewx
TeaaxoxXhixxinxBagadxanaxRaseaxixxaiggaenant 1 don't see women's oppresssion as 4 ng wx
with capitalism., ' ‘

How 1 said this 4in Bread and Roses 43 different than in IWDC. We should trhy and put it in
a waf that 48 sugpicient for all of us.

1 think that the basis of unity is now something we all have to work fogether on, nothing
we z%nt fto accept on nefect. We have fo guard spendind a Lot of Ltime on Lf No nit
picking

Sana; 1 willl explain fon the women who fust came in. Ourn initial discussion is on, the
basis of unity. Focus Lin on making some of the genenal points. 1 will chair on the
nound system, o

Susan' 1£ is Ampontant fo addrnesss the question of the state. The weakness of femminism
and the women's movement 48 that we build alternatives cutside the state. We should say
that th; state 48 not neutnal, we can make gaind by presssing the state, but Lt cannot be
negormed. :

Bett; You'n saying that you want a strnongen statement. Question of class,

Jackie; T want Zo stress ihe impontance of the statement. This group wanted fwo
prionities-anti-night work and trade union Suppornt. The women who come fo ££ have a
socialisl femminist Ring perspective. We want Lo tell the women's movement who we are.
Therne is a problem with the Language. Somebody else should put Lt in Language more
accessible. Rewnite ££ to make the Languageeasier.

In the Last paraghaph Zhe siuffabout the autonomous womens movement. 1 want fo see

a women's movement in ££s majornity and Led by wonking class women. ’

In teums of the state, 1 think there is a problem. The position that the state cannot be
neformed A8 nevolutionany. But this group 44 broadly based and we want to attract othen
women who do not neccessanily beledlve that forn examplexthkaxsome people in Lhe women's
committee of fhe N.D.P,

Sara'; When we were falking about the public meeting we dicsussed wa what do we want fo
say imx to othern women whe want to become active. Do we want to bulid Bread and Roses

as an onganization forn women who are fust gettfing Ainvolved Lin doing Zthis work? if A0

how do we balance the pernspective of our work and ag owr analysis.

WOC 4n Toronto stanted on a practical basis., and then developed a basis of unity. -This
{the basis of unity) 48 too theoretical. 1 guess T didn"t undernstand that we were

trying to deging the nature of patrianchical capifalism. We should talk about what

we want to do and its relationship to patrianchical capitalism. :

The Zanguage assumes a Level of thoereticd work. My nesponse fto the basis of unity

is that 1 have problems with the Language and concepts. 14 should be rewritten.

Concept 0§ 4ocus on goals and work which we want to undentake L8 needed now.

Frances; Zhe 4inst time 1 nead Likes it. 1 agree that the concept of the state

shoutd be included. 14 is in Lmpossible Ranguage. The concents should stay in.



Frances volunteered to newrite 4%, : ’

Helen; 1 agree with the problems of Languuge. The Pabel socialist-fomminist comes wéth a .
certain Level of struggle. 1 meet a LoZ of women who 1-have ag:coment with but who

don't identify Themselves as soclalist femminists.

1 think we should includexthextaskaxaret a section on tasks. We can say that they may
broaden. 1 have problems with the sectionX These sywctunes...a panticular oppression

forn women problematic. Patriarchy has Lasted for a Long time, throughout all economic
fanmoxx sysitems. = \ '

Maureen; Jackie also has some prnoblems with that section. This talks more about patriachal
attituded than patrianchy.

Helen; This says that partinachy hasn't existed fon a Long time. 1 gind it problematic
when we x falk about our enemy only as patriarchy. As soclalist femminist we degine
capitolism afn on Lhe bourgeoisie as oun enemy.

InxdzmenSuggested that we adopt this formulation rnegarndinga the state; Reforms can be

won through mass mobilizations but women's Liheration cannot be achieved under capitalism/
Bett Spoke about defdning owr taks. Wanted Zo know 48 if our function is as a support
group. AlLso questioned how we draw women into owr work. Suggestfed that either we are
goding fo be a collection of women who are working with othern groups on a group who is doing
thein own work. Said that if we want to be the fonmer we coulf be a socialist femminist
caucus in BCFW '

Adnieene; Asked 4if it was -intentional that Legt gropps were not included in as aklies.
Stated that they should be included. - :

Jackie ii2sponded that this was not intentiona;, but we wene mostly falking in terms of

mass .ooments. '

Maggiz: Agreed with the ctinicism negarding Zhe Language. -Suggested that in onder to make
our analysis mon concrete we puf in examples of what we are talking about. Stated that
Zthe basis of unity has Zo include the kind cf wornk we arne going fo fake up

Darna; xT1t 48 dmpontant Lo define oun position around the state. The state 48 Lnvolved

An confusing people, especially those who are involved in mass movements. Imporntant Lo
degine wether we are trying to mobliize women to foin this ghuop orn wether we are a

caucusd of socialist-femminists _ : "

Danyelle~ Having a harnd time understanding "dmwaing people &n" You pose action, then you hav
a basis of unity, then people foin because it nelates to thein Lives. ' '

Sara; As chain we need fo address what this group is in nelationship to the basis of

unity. ' ' : ' v

Jackie; Twant to Zake up the thing about the purpose of the group. Want fo rewnite the
stuff about our enemy. On the pwipose of the goup. A problem is that the grouo keeps
changing. We are both. We want to build an activist w socialisit-femminist group, but in %
the process of doind s0 we will function as a support gnoup. T§ thume L4 a group of women
stnuggling Ain some racial minority we'd support them. We wouldn't have fo be sure that
they agreed with oun basis of unity. AlLso we want more trade union women who are active An
hein Unios and will come to us for suppornt in thein strnikes. ‘

Maureeen. Can't explain capitalism in this section. As opposed to those femminist who

&y men are the enemy we say it is alot more complex, because we are dealing with '
Aﬁm. As soclalist femminist we don't often Look how patrnianchy wonks, T want Lo see .
5 in. ' ¢ :

Frances; Agrees with Jackie but Lthis group 48 not only fon support for women in othen
womens groups or Unions but for women in other onganizations. T'm in this group because

I want to talk to other women about what 1 am dodng, how 1 am doing if, and the problems
Anvolved. This is intended forn women inside Zhsi group. 1& 48 not intended as an
onganizing Lool., just as a way of organizing us. ,

Sana; Need an activist group in a context w?tefne 1 can develop. Basis of unity msut Zalk
about the Rind of wonk we want to % do. :

1§ therne are areas which we can't c;arify, if the question ne patrianchy is a problem,

I don't thimk we need to agree on this to develop a women's group based on a class struggle
perspective. 14 it is going Lo be those kinds of debates nemove it and Zalk about

how women expereince it. We want fo foin with groups who are outside the traditional -
women's movement. o 5 )
Helen. 1In nesponse to Mauwreen., 1 don't aghee with the stuff on patriatehy. Important in
et of dnawing in women that we have an analysis of capitalism/ .

Susan; 1 think we need a think fank on strategies.

Frances; Basis of unity should be rewnitten. I will help

Sana' Useful to say what this group is, that it is a suppont group and what we want to

do. WiLE help wiite this. . ’ :

Jackie andxMauxzenxwifixatsaxkedpxxamuitexity Maggie will help rewnite it. )
Sana; Repont on the meeting of subcommittee against the rnight; Decided fo build a public
meeting. Discussed the foflowing; who the public was, who should speak, format, how fo
develop our point of view, objeciive, how fo build L.

Objectives; 1. To do concicusness raising in the womne's meovement. on- the need to

fight against the night and thru that to involve more women in activelf fighting the _
rnight.?. Fenminist agitation--putting formwand a femminist analysis to ghoups fighiing
against the night is the B.C.0.F.R. 3. fto mobiliize such groups as the membenship of
CCA. 4. to build bread and Roses 5. fo build the activities of #ther onganizations which u
Anvite to speak, and to build other ongs.é. To provide a perspective on how o be active'



Maybe will nesult .in axeaagitian the beginning of a coakition to fight the right. We

aslo want to build practival Links with the othen groups. - ' _
Agreeed that we wanted to biing women into the Lfight against the night. But do we want %o
bring them into a broad cttee with a Lowen bases of unity on do we want them to fiaht

join Bread and Roses. | | s

Zze Zuﬁb_&'c Ancludes women and men. We want Lo reach out to get the mmembership of BCOFR to

en a - : o ‘

_Sprakers-BCOFRM LARE, BCT F, Zo speak on §ighting the right and the night wings attempt

to sdop sex ed in the schoools and nedntroduce neligion. We may want fo initiate something
to fight the Morak Majonity in the schoots Rater. India Mahilai Associatiom 2o talk about
the daily experience 04 racism, We want other ghoups Lo falk about the work they

are doing and how it effect women. We'd provide an antlayisis of a femminist perspective
which woutd Link various struggles. ' ’
Peveloping the analysis-on ox fwo women wiite it, gake tix it to the groupd gor discussion
Format-10 min. pen speaker. Discussion and question grom the floon, A public meeting
Tentavily céa calling it "women's speakout against the right" ‘ ‘
Building it. tarngetted the groups we wanted fo mobliize. Had primarny and secondary tangets
We neally want a broad mobilization, bu that means we need many women o be active.
Targetied groups; womens movemny, women union membens, Lesbian ghetto, gay ghetto, Union,.
bM& 0§ ornganizations Like CCA, immighant communily, possibly going door to doon, teachens,
punks ., _ . :

Ideas nc -wbilizing' Lhuwaflwtting union meetingd, artivles in Union papers. Did not
resolve ssue of formal Union endonsement. The Union women should decide this.

Good cf ibdeane/ - ‘ - '

Oct 3 date/ ' ‘ S , ’ '

Teresa; What about funding. Has there been any discsussdion. 1In tewms of endonsements '
are we asking for money? 'y T - . .
Maureen; Should have something mone than we generally dp. Something that involves musie,
Black Ants Theatne reading poetrny. We should use othen medium, = -
Jackie' Foxx Too much crammmed Anto ten minutes, 1 don't think you can do it. I'm opposed
Lo the date. T don't want fo wait 1/2 yean for oun §inst public event. I want something
aécaupﬁ. of months from now. When I heard dtuff from Rape Relief T wanted if in a couple
of weeks : : '
Bett; Need to talk about how women who. come fo meeting can move beyond. Othen groups should
have tables. Meeting shoutd be focusssed gorn involvement. '
Adnieennne' 6 speakens Zoo many. Should be self selective. Maybe we don't want BCOFR to
dpeak but can metionxthrxe thein presence. £ 3 speakens. L
Ann; Why choose QOct. 145 a Long Lime o
Helen' 1 thought we should do it An Oct. But now T feel we should do it earlien and reduce
our expectations. We should do mone than an evening meet., Forn instance an evening meet
followed by a daylong workshop in OCT., 2 '
Maggie; We should be more oreative. ‘ ‘
Sara; 2 proposals 1. q mewting Zhat is soonen and Less 4 complex?, conference on workshop
Laten in the uean. Women should bring a new proosal next meeting. o .
Dara; We should be doing active work between now anf the meeling. The,outreach wull
Anvolve Lots of wonk, 1 thought Oct was good because it would give Lime to be thorough and
clearn, - - :
Hefen; T was gunning fon a Long period of time. Based on the experience of the Lesbian
Conference T think that it is Amportant o be public even if you are not together. We
should have a public meeling which would make & us stnongen.,
Sara- subatee to meet snd take account of these ideas.
Helen ; New women herexxxExpai Explain subcttee., :
Sara; Doesn't really exist. Volunteers. Next nepornt on Tndia Mahilia. They
contacted us wether we'd be interested in doing support work, At an earlbier meeting we
decided we'd want to decide how to woth Wi with them, :
Maggie. 1 contacted them. 3 of us, 3 of them and have an Angormal exchange on how we wodld
wonk Zogethern. No heply yet. .
Sara' We proposed; helping o build public meeting and speaking at it, what to do
breakdown traditionalty wzi/te women's movemnt, find out what thein interest 45, -
Frances' The possiblilty of them speaking at ourn meetting shoutd be deferned until we
decide. : .
Sana; We'll just say ihat we are sedling up a meeting.
Kaidtx Caitlin; What kind o4 support do they want/ Concnete Support on political analysis.
Sara; Help with wiiting, $ranslation, Lrans porntation. '
Maggie; Some women want to bdifd Links with the women's movement.
Maylynn; How did this group oniginate.
Maureen; We know about it beacause 0f The involvemtn of Prabha Khosta.
Sara; Next ifem Rape Relief
Bett. Our offices wene amakhed, broken int, smashed up, §iLes missing. Same day in maif
we recedved something from KKK, - Stuff grom KKK was just backgroundens plus a copy

of a Letfen to the Sun re Eatons windows. KKK had wiitten upon AL see what happens when
you speak up. We can't make sure it was the KKK.  I'm not sure what we wanted. Need
ddeas. 1 don'Zt want it to fust go by. '

Maylynn; Whenever KKK does Stuff they Leave a marnk, 1 find this a bit wiend,

Sar; On thien fenronist stuff they have not,



K S I

Bett; Not possible to make a direct connection. But the KKK doesn't Like Lif.
Second time in 2 months we have been nansacked. 1In Octobern both us and the Quebec rape
onisds centre were broken into on the same night. ' .
MayLynn; has Rape Relie discussed this/ _ )
Bett; Committee makind a proposal tomowwow. 1 need ideas. No collective nequest at this

© time.

Helen; Phone BCOFR. They have mobLized on Very quick notice and know how Ktan works. 11

woe £d also naise within BCOFR the idea that the Kan is not only attacking nacial minornites
but atso women. - oy W - : :

Sana; Rape nelief had a banner on the anti Klan manch. Efen a Letier A5 a reason for

making a fuss. X 1 Like a joint press siatement not only Rape Relief and Bread and

Roses but BCOFR, BCFW, BCFL. , ' : :

Marion; Noaman Bthure bookstore and SCO have already received hate mail

Dana! Last week in Abbotsf§ond thiee men were awrested after metting firn Lo cars and East
Indﬁn homes. Tuo membens of BCOFR had crosses burned on theit Lawns in the past Do

weeks., Y, . . ~ ‘ -

Fraces; Hoe do you know its the KKK '

Bett; they sent us a backgrounger printed Leaflfets amxthexKiANy by the Ktan. 1§ we wanted
some public statement how would we contact you/ ‘ , : ,

Mawteen; Tsn't 2 weeks too Late. Hearing escalation of activities June shoutd be the time

when we have the meeting. -Soon/ : . '
Adniennne; Joint press refease very impontant. ) ) ) )

Sana; ¢ xhdmight be possible to produce a Leaglet opposing this action, in conjunclion

with . .21 ghoups. ' :

Teresw; Problem is that the media portnays these incidents as sporadic and Asolated.

What is the possibility of documenting Kaln activily?

Dara; BCOFR does this. They have had a meeting with CBC and BCTV fo talk about coverage.
Sana; make phone calls to othen groups fo make sure otherns groups have not been hit.

Bett; This will happpen at the BCFW regional meeting. L ~

Mawreen; maybe possible Zo have a meeting and issue a press release about ti}e Kean., T he

press may attend if <t was built in'a comprehensive way. Suggésted that this meeting be

Ainvolve all groups who are unden attack by the Klan - : ‘

Frances; Let othenxgxmupxxknamx women's groups know. The more open people are about

these evemts the beftenr. ‘ ' )

Helen; Wile take a Lot of work. The subcommittee should fake 4L up. We want fo wonk with

Rape Relief. Two suggestions; someone from Rape Relief Lo wonk on the subcommitfee someone
§nom Bread and Roses to work withRape Relief. : _

Adraiennne; T§ press conferencexwm i3 called BCTF should be invited. A ESE feacher was beat

up because she teaches immighants. - ' g o )

Micki; Vesta says these attacks are subsiding. ¥ hbbBeommbammmbmmediinng Qimdmminutmmosddan

Thein team 0s not anti-racisim but multl culturalisim. .

Sana; We've made concrete suggestiond, a subcommittee to work with Rape nelief, a Leagled,

a press nelease, contact with ofhen ghroups. . ' .

Bett; Pitch fon Rapre Relief walkathon June 28th. 1 we can make this a sucessful

walk, we can pay foxed costs for house fox a year. It 4s not only a shelien but a

concntet basis for onganizing. ' : - ‘ .

Recently an articlexappeaxd appeared in Kinesis about accountability and ouwr fundraising

campaign. 1% came at a bad time-we were in negotiations with the goveft,rfmem’t gon funding

and to buy the house. WE took it to the Last BCFW meeting and a want Kinesis Lo

change thein editonial policy saying if their is an article about a group the group

gets a Look §inst. Lettens to Kinesis aboutl this would be appreiated :

Sana; this is fon bydividuats not gon -Bread and Roses.

Helen; Yo want Bread and Roses to fake a position

Bett; Initially yes, but no Lime .

Sana; You don't have fo be on a subcommitice. You can be one either on both.

Helen; Need more women to foin steening ctee. Especially trade union women. M Bread

nd Roses meats alternate Sundats. -

Next meeting, .

Maggie chains. o, ‘ "
Agenda; ,

Ttrade . undion nepont

anothn round on basis of unity

nound on anti night meeting

1§ the minutes are missing scething please bring Lt up in a meeting as we need an
accwrate necond. 1 apoligize forn all the typing and spelling errons.



