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“hizSelade,

3 May 1981. Meeting of strategies group. @ Grandview Co-op.

IWDC (Toronto) basis of unity passed out, along with a draft of the b/u
of this group. Frances will have the minutes of 5 april 81 done for

24 may. (note 26 april meeting was cancelled). Nancy J has xeroxed
articles and will bring to next meeting.

present. Maggie T., Bet, Marian, Helen, Susan C, Frances, Maureen,
Linda G, Jackie.

Agenda: proposals on work on the 'rise of the right.' 45 mins
b/u 45 mins
name (briefly)y other business 20 mins

try to end @ 10pm
Helen to chair,aweinds < e

HUTLEN  Daphf and I met some months ago, Sara, Frances and I met. T

have compiled the results. (Helen then read the attached proposal).

My position is that as super-exploitation of the third word becomes more
difficult, there is more and more Super-exploitation in Canada, there is

a shrinking imperialist market. Frances, Sara and I have position that

it is important to put forward the positions of the women's movement in
other groups and to deal with the problems of those positions as they
arise. In the research section it is important t¢ dezl with the question
of exploitation and superexpldtation. (ltlen here explained that there are
two positions in this debate, one which says that Canadian workers profit
from the super-exploitation of the third world worker; and the other which
says that the Canadian workers® lifestyle does not depend on the supér-
exploitataion of those in 3rd workd, but is reflective of the productive
forces within Canada). ’

FRANCTS then described how the T,esbians Organizing Against the Right
workshop would be put together. (I don't have my notes anymore, but the
workshop had an introductory section on the importange of lesbian's under-
standing the political and ecomomic crisis, and the perspectives of lesbi-
ans on that crisis; there was gz description of the ways in which the right
1s organizing in canada now, and the complicity of the state; and a des-—
aiption of the organizing that has been done in opposition to the right,
in both the us and canada.)

~we then proceeded to discuss the proposal Helen had presented.

JACKIE~ I question the carrot/stick metaphor. Rise of the right can't be
attributed directly to bourgeois action/choice, but groups tied into dis-
integration of social fabric a people's increasing fear. On the 3rd world
think and shrinking imperialist market, could be an important heeting to
ave to present positions. T'm not sure market is shrinking. Capityalist
crisis 1§ endemic to system itself, the crisis in the auto gdusing is not
the product of shrinking overseas market, but of overproduction.” on the
propesals, I want to hear what it's like in BCOFR. I agree with the stuff
on research. Initiatives would have to relate through the CCCA to the
hospital board ques tion (fw, 1 think this means that if we took initiative
on certain questions we'd have to work through already existing groups. )
AYout the women from T.0. We should get information from them and in de=-
tail; get someone from BCOFR, to@ Discuss whether or not there should

be a mixed or women's only meeting (referring to thepublic meeting).

LINDA G. We have to see the rise of hhe right in relation to the economy.
It is important to include in the analysis 1) the development of micro-
chip technology, important because of the effect onwomen. & 2) nuclear
war. (the left and women's movement in England are convinced that will
happen in Turope in the next 2 vears). ((Linda then described the internal
worki?§s of BCOFR, the notes for which are in the possession of the minute-
taker)).

SESAN C. CCCA is having a public meeting next week to putl together thos&
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working on pro-choice. We have to include the questions of the ideology
of the right, and understanding what they're doing. What began as an
anti-soeviet ideology is notwanti-communist. Should be challenged. We

can look to what's being done in the states, closer to fighting the right
than we are, also in europe.

H%1%N, re the BCOFR, I agree with a lot wf what Linda said. There is a
real problem with democracy in the organization. There's an idea that

all the problems are solved and now people will just go ouf in the world.
Reverse racism. Distruet of people. Friend told me that people go snaky
when 1 talk, they don't listen. At last membership meeting i was most
vocal about pushing democracy committee ("helen's committee'), they see

me as represanting all that threatens them. On the oxther hand, it is the
only mass organization inythis work presently. there are good peopnle
involved. If women get involeed we could have some effect in organization
If we remain a few individuvals we could be scapegoated. ....

All we pushed for passed. SO there is a 'grarded' openess to our point

of view. Issues, gzzemesx democracy in orgdn#zation, extending from racism
equals violence in the street - to other attacks.

MAGGIE 1) I have concern about going back to 1linfs between this group and
the BCOFR. Not clear how to go from bhilding this group to working in
other organizatioms. 2) ILike the idea of public me€ting along the lines
of one in T1.0., useful because generally raised the issue for people. Wit
a goal like that in mind would bdpossible to discuss and build analysis.
HELEN, in response - My positiion, at this point we should encomrage women
to go and do the work and to discuss what's happening here. We don't have
experience to tackle the questions, we need #xperience to see what the pro
lems are. We needpeople out there to seeythat others doing work now aren'
being scapegoated. {

SUSAN C. Are you going to encourage people in Lesbian Conference to join
BOCFR.

HELEN & FRANCES ?7? we don't know.

MAUREEN., I don't feel motivated to Join you in BCOFR. Would opt for buil
g coalition which would include BCOFR, instead of transforming it.

We should try to build our own group, not deplete our energies into BCOFR.
There's the Klan, but there's also Renaissance and anti-abortionists. To
build a coalition -- _We should build our work around attacks on women.

A meeting whch brougHCtogether all working against the right would be a
step to building a coalitjon.

FRANCES I am of two minds on this. 1) It is important to remember that
the proposal is not to have the g whole group joing BCOFR. Not necessary
to transform it, but td raise issues around racisism and particularly
against the east indians. Yo ¢an woerk in the trade unions in the same
way. This group could do it successfully. 2x2 2) Also would bve to
organize a meeting to build a coalition, but I don't know enough yet.

We need to get our feet wet before we try to.build a meeting or a coalitio
Don't have enoughl practical experience yet.

JACKIE I want to be able to build this group, that's why I'm here. To
build a feminist soclalist group which wants to be active. Agree with the
2 areas of work, the group would both build activities and also be a
support to women working in the areas. We have to do both. The group wil'
get smaller unless we start buildang something. So agree with Mawreen
about discouragingene$s of BCOFR. Importa¥nt for feminists to be in RC
OFR. Our joining wouldn't change it. Wke're white. Tast Indian women
sholild be there. Women should be doing the work to make the connections
between women and racism. On the »px public meeting, information meeting
which looks at the rise of the right, the links between racism, the
attacks on women, lesbians and gay men. Get someone from BCOFR, us and
somewhere else to begin the discussion. Important to for m a small women':
caucas in ROOWR, i
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TINDA G. TFeminists should participate in BCOFR not just for BCORF
but for the women's movement. The women's movement in Vancouver i
whelmingly white. Numbers of non-white women are not increasing. BCOFR
inkludes lots of non-feminists or non-lefties. lNeeting on rise of the
right will draw out the usual crowd. So also immortant to work where
consciousness is low. Fipght against racism should be constructed as a
cozlition, BCOFR not a coalition. BCOFR brings people out who we don't
ever raach., people who wouldn't hear otherwise. ROle of women

here would be to draw women into BCOFR. No one but feminists have stood
up and spoken about democracy. Women's causas could be dangerous. White
women would participate, would nead east Imstkgx indian women ¥® or run

the danger of serious isolation. Approach other women!s groups and get the
to send women along. ‘

JACKIT wWhat's there to prevent formation of a women's committee fto bring
more women in, instead of 2 caucas?

LTNDA I want to push BCOFR to holding a one-day conferenee Xm on related
issues. (ould be a way to broaden themselves.

WMARION = don'tkm think the purpose of this group is to Jjoin BCOFR. Our
fight 1s to fight the right. HOw to get women to join BCOFR is a problem.
An open meeting to draw women in the women's movement should be our
primary goal. @ikmxmiwz otherwise the tensions in the women's movement
will be reproduced. It is important to look at the level of consciousness,
all women in BCOFR are not soclalist-feminists. All feminists in the hrour
will not join us. Whole question has to be - how do we work in mass
organizations. ¥m I see such a meeting happening in late November.
Relationship of us to women in BCOFR, should provide forum for debate and
viscussion, don't see us as a group intervening in the organization. Have
tn realize BCOFR not only organization fighting against the right, CCCA,
©wme unions, some s&tioné of the immigrant community. If we only talk 2bod
BCOWR we mamk make the same mistake they do. As far as bringing in eas?t
indian women - there's culture and languege. We have to look at what kind
of women particivpate, young, single, no children. Se&€ in terms of wholg
womens ' movement, not just east indian women.

SUSAN C another reason to have a public meeting is ® to guage support

and interest there is. ¥Don't think it would be just the women's

movement. A way to give a feminist analysis, i want a public meeting
sooner rather than laner.

MAURETN. In response to linda. Most compelling mypm 1s the opportunity
to speak to non-white, not-left people. Both of you said those people
were limited in #/. Always I come from the point of view of building the
women's movement, not the BCOFR. Re public meeting: note of caution,
T7.0.'s experience is radically different since the attack on baths, and
organizing arowmd Albert Johnson murder. Plus, mzm® none of us know a great
deal about how the Xlan or other groups are organized. We shouldn't count
to0o heavily on otherd knowing much more than we do.

HRTTON as a point of information, frances and sara and 1 will know a fair
?mount about the organization of the right ?7 the time of the lesbian
conference. It's 4:20 pm. There are two Mmajor questions under discussior
1) our role in BCOFR, and 2) gpublic meeting.

JACKIT, propsse no conerete defidionss4 nekt meeting is the weekend after
hm the lesbian conference. Things will be clearer.

MARION first thing on agenda next meeting to be a discussion and a vote

on the question of a public meeting.

dgere my notes and the discussion break down a little bit. It was agreed
that an assessment of the discussion at the Lesbian conference would be
presented, and asummary of the minutes here, with specific reference to the
BCOFR. We were asked to think about what a2 public meeting would look like
or why not to have one.

S over-
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MARION pudb forward the name BREAD AND ROSES for consideration.

Other business: Marion will get room for 24 May meeting at Britannia.
Maggie will get Nancy to arrange to get phone tree to work for next
meeting.

JACKIT will prepare report for trade union work.

MARION suggeste putting that off to 31 may meeting (for which she will
also book space at Brittanta).

JACKIE needs list of women in tu's who have been coming to meetings so
can do some advance work. Also asked what we will do about new women.
MARION suggested 10 minutes on the history of the group.

(these are notes of the discussion at this meeting. I have tried to
present the sense of women's remarks. Direct quotations are indicated
by " ". If there are disagreements or additions please let me know.)
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Proposal for doing wmxkxmreund feminist work around the rise of the
right:

Je're assuming that we're agreed that the right is on the rise and
this has serious implications for women and working people..The riglrt
i1s rising because capitaliem is in crisis both in Canada and the

rst of the world. The bourgeoisie can no longer afford to quiet
people with the carrot so they are hauling out the o0ld stick. And
they are attempting to use this stick against minorities; against
women, lesbians, gays, immigrants in an attempt to divide those
croups most effected by the crisis while stifring up a furor against
thiese groups rather than the state itself. This is a complicated
process which we have to analyrze. Scapegoating.

At any rate, we're facing a situation where there's drastic cut backs
in eoclal services, abortions are extremely hard to get,raciesm is
more overt and on the rise, the rights or trade unions are ynder
attac,k, violence against women, against lesbians, against gay men
has all increased. And all this in a situation where the Canadian
state has retained its police state powers, the War Measuees Act.

There are many women within the women's movement and not who want to
work against this right wing onslaught and are uncertain about how.
The B.C.C.T'.R. is the only group providing overall leadership and

it is unclear at this point the extent of democracy and opennmss to
women's issues in th@t group. liore experience is necessary in working
with them. Other groups are taking initiatives around their own
speo¢fic concerns.

As a group of anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist feminists we should
take leadership in taking up the following work:

1) Work in existing organizations. This includes the BCOFR, immigrant
groups, CCCA. Fut forward mmxmntixmnpiimxdiztyxanii the position of
women, try to draw the links between various struggles. Cnly more
experience in these organizations can give us an understanding of how
to work there,

2)Do research: »
i. why is the right on the rise (econdmic/pol. trends)
ii. what specifically is the right doing? What campaigns
are they involved in. What are the links between their
various organizations. How are they organized financially and
politically.
1ii.The state. What repressive measures can they invoke.
ihat forms of protections do we have or not have. (e;g.
no xmzma¥ legal protection vs. discrimination basedon
s%xual preference
W,

3) Take our own initiatives to draw women in, collect thetrtr information.
~Legbian conference
=possible public meeting around hospital board elections.

A W = : e, o~ - Horgaeace w0

N.B. The reproductive rights movement in the States is a group
AT rPOUD . ] 1 Aapraca J""\(«", Anrr e T 3 1ot 74 ra hetween ;



DRAFT OF A BASIS OF UNJITY STATEMENT

Note: Thls statement would te intended for Internal use only,
It would not be used on leaflets that would he handed
out to a larger audience. :

Jur Goal :

de stand for the complete economlie, social, sexxual
volitical, psychological and cultural liberation of
women., We stand opposed to the onopressinn of women in 211l
ite manifestations.

our Enemx

#e see our oppression coming from the dual but mutually
reinforcing systres of capitalism anAd patrliarchy. The system
>f vatrlarchy is rooted in the csexual division of labour
and in the vatriarchal family of class soceity. These struce
tures together with male privliedge and patriadchal attitndes
nave been encorporated intn capltalism forming a varticula
oporession for women., Under capitalism, our latour, - i mioogi
and our sexuallty 1is privatized within the domestic sphere,
In the paid labour force, our labour functlions either in
Job ghettos or as a reserve army of labour,

Because these two systems of patriarchy and capitalism reinforce
and leglitimize each other there 1is within our society both

2 class based and gender baged oporession and working class
women have o double oppression.

Thus the liberation of women in thelong run must involve

not only an attack on patriarchal ideas but also profound

and radical changes in the very structure of our soclety.

Our Goal

In order to end the ovpression of woemn we seek to builad
a genulnely democratic, soclalist and feminist society. _
Such a society would be organized to meet the need of the ’ﬁ
vast majority of people rather than to create profits for
the few., Such a soclety would eut an end to the domestic
servitude of women and a sexual divigion of labour. As women
we would have economic independence, control of our bodles and
of our sexXuality.

The only effective way to defend what 1limited galns we have
made in the last decade and to advance our goals 1s to rely
on our own mass mobllization rather than upon governmental
lobbying. To advance our goals in the present and to build
‘a new soclety over the long run, we need to bulld a strong
auntonomous women®s movement. We also want to ally ourselves

with all those who challenge the economic, social and governmental

forces which promote our oppregssion. We see the trade unlon
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T2C_BASIS OF URITY STATRMENT o'/ 7

-

2 &
Tne Internatignal Women's Day Committez stands for<the somplete soelal,
1zlcaij economicy_sexudly paychological¥nd cultural libsration of
an T.r

e Ve stand opposed to the oppression of women in all i%s manifestations.

e
G2 oneny

e find the oppression of wmen rooted in the patriarchial capitalist

system. OQur oppression is dsberminead by the mutual interdepsndence of the
czpitelisirelations of procuction and the rslations of partiarchial domina-
tion, particularly the institution of the family and the sexual division of
lzoour, Male privilege and patrisrchial ideas¥have bean incorpyrated into the
structure of capitlism and &t to supporc it and legitimize its practicess
T=1s, the libesration of women in the long run rmst involve not only an attack
on these ideas, but also profound and radical changes in the very structure of
ouxr society. ‘

Furthermore, we canno% see the Canadian government as a neutral bystander (;
in our struggle. Covernmen: structures at 211 levels are cerponent parts of the
OO Py

«ca2pitalist system charged with the task of defending and maintaining this 'ig
system and the values and practices that are central to it. Government must be ¢

sssn as part of the problem - not part of the solution.

Cur Task
It is clear from this that we have little to gain by lobbying the govern- o™
ment. Rather, we must put our energies into building mass acticns and a mass,wjm”
united movement of womsn which can begin to chailenge the system in a more
direct and serious way. We will need allies for this battle, Qur primary allies
er2 to be found in the various gr oups which presently form ths women's
movement. Ve also want to work with all those who challenge the economic,

cial and governmental forces which promote our oppression. In particular,
2 trade union movement can become an important and powerfil-forceSfor the
ceration of women.
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