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EDITORIAL 

For aany people th• long weekend in Nay ia a ti•• to 
take it easy and relax, but laat aonth 83 dedicated wo■en 
apent a very busy holiday weekend atudying and diacuaaing 
wo■en'a role in the peace aove■ent. Wo■en in 
Newfoundland and Labrador have alwaya been very active in 
the peace aoveaent <aa are woaen throughout the world), 
but thia aarked the firat ti■e a wo■en'a conference on 
peace haa bean held in the province. 

The original iapetua for the conference caae fro■ tha 
International Conference "Woaen'a Alternative• for 
Negotiating Peace"' (which took place at Mount St. 
Vincent's Univeraity, Halifax, lova Scotia earlier thia 
■onth>. Canadian wo■en'a groupa were organizing an 
International Conference on peace -- it •••■ed clear that 
in Newfoundland and Labrador we could have a 
■ini-conference to tie in with thia great event. Through 
■any aontha of planning <and financial aaaiatanc• fro• 
the Woaen'a Prograa at Secretary of State> .the dreaa 
beca■e a reality, and wo■en fro■ all areaa of the 
province were able to get together to diacuaa iaauea of 
peace and develop■ent locally. 

The Newfoundland/Labrador Woaen'• Peace Conferenc• 
ca■e up with ■any positive ideaa and reaolutiona, and 
five delegates fro■ our conference were able to attend 
the International Conference, bringing with the■ 
resolution• highlighting iaauea of concern. 

The 83 wo■an who attended the peace conference at the 
Sunshine Ca■p ca•• fro■ aany different background• and 
groups, but all were unaniaoua in their concern for the 
Innu people who are affected by low-level high-apeed NATO 
training flight• over their territory in Labrador and 
Quebec. Two Innu wo■en fro■ LaRo■aine, Alice Bellefleur 
and her daughter Anne Neatinapeo, gave peraonal teatiaony 
about the effect• of these flights on their traditional 
way of life. Woaen had no probl•• understanding the 
acute concern• of th••• aothera for their children'• 
aafety, when the ah~ieking noiae of a low-apeed plane can 
cause e child to run headlong into tho buah out of f•ar. 
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Reaolutiona fro• the Newfoundland/Labrador Woaen'• 
Peace Conference are included in thia iaaue of the 
newBletter, along with several articles on f••ini•• and 
peace, and woaen'• attitude• toward• war. The 
connections between the violence that affect• wo■en on a 
regular baais in our society <auch a• aexual assault and 
wife battering> and the violence of war are beco■ing very 
clear to feainiata, aa ia the need for new values than 
can build a society free fro• all violence. 

Wo■en in the peace ■oveaent are •peaking up atrongly 
egainat the value ayate■s, traditiona, and organizations 
that perpetuate diacriaination and allow i■••n•• araaaent 
buildups at a coat of over $800 billion annually Cone and 
a half aillion dollars a ■inute!) 

LaBt ■onth's wo■en'• peace conference left•• with• 
atrong ••nae of hope. ·The enthuaiaa■ and coaaitaent of 
woaen in thia province to educate th•••alvea and othera 
on iaauea of peace ia clear, aa i• th• willingneaa to 
work with each other fro■ different philoaophies and 
groups towardB a coaaon goal. 

St. John's Status of Woaen Council haa ■ade a clear 
coaait■ent to working on iaaue• of peace. At the Nay 27 
annual general ■eating, resolutiQns were passed 
supporting the effort• of the Innu people to atop 
low-level ■ilitary flight•, Joining the 
Newfoundland/Labrador Peace Network, and undertaking to 
lobby city council to have St. John'• declared a nuclear 
weapons free zone. 

Peace is fundaaental to developaent and equality, and 
in working towards the equality of woaen, we ■uat also 
stay aware of the coats of war aocially and econo■ically 
to woaen everywhere. 

Women fof Peace bv MtJinred Craiohff<:1. lbr the Wc:men 's Fleece All,~ 
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FEMINIST EDUCATION: A KEY TO P EAC E 

Canadian disaraaaent educator Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg 
gave the keynote address at the Woaen'a Peace Conference 
(Kay 17-19> held at the Sunshine Caap on Thorburn Rd. The 
following ia an edited version of her coaaents. 

"War has always been a decision of the few 
for which the aany paid. When woaen got into 
the peace business it was in the first place 
because of their experience of aopping up the 
leftovers of decisions in which they had no 
part." 

Ursula Franklin, physicist 

I think the key word there is "decisions". Who is 
~•king the decisions? In whose naae are these decisions 
being ~ade? How are they being aade? And what are we 
going to do about it? 

What we're seeing with the low-level (ailitary tasting 
in Labrador> is an exaaple of ailitarization in Canada 
and the increased ailitarization that is taking place all 
over the world. We know that in Canada we are very 
obviously involved. We have the iaage of being a 
peace-keeping country .... Ever since Laster B. Pearson 
won the nobel prize for peace this iaage of Canada has 
persisted and I don't really understand how because we 
are really very guilty of a lot of participation in the 
eras race. I'a very hopeful that we can change it .\ 

There has been an absence of public participation and 
of woaen's participation and woaen's analysis until now, 
to the point where we really haven't been effective. 
Ursula Franklin calls this a "crisis in our deaocracy". 
We live here in a country where we can speak out, where 
we can aake our voices heard ... we owe it to future 
generations to do this. 
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In the past we have been largely ailent but I think 
the tiae has coae, the urgency has coae, where we have to 
aake our voices heard. That'a the positive part and 
that's the energy of woaen but we have a lot of cleaning 
up to do and we have to do this under the uabrella of a 
whole fraaework of ailitarization in Canada being pushed 
by the Aaericana. 

I think the "Star Ware" iaaue haa puahed people over 
the brink. A lot of people who thought thay ~QUld gQ 
along with the aras race now aay it'a ti•• to atop. 
There's a aaJor caapaign going on now acroaa the country 
(to stop research into Star War•> and I would urge people 
to participate because you know where it (the r•aearch> 
will go. The kinds of queationa we have to aak ia wher• 
will it lead to? and what are the alternativ,a? These 
are the questions that have to be asked and the 
politicians have to be forced to answer the•. 

There are ahort-tera goal• and long-ter• goals. The 
ahort-tera goals are stopping thia aadneas as quickly aa 
we can. The long-tera goals are the long-tar• education 
we have to do in teras of the values in society. We've 
entitled this talk "Feainiat Education: A Key to Peace" 
which is an iaplication for a vaiue-aystea. The title 
coaes froa an article by Lyla Hoffaan (published in the 
Bulletin of Interracial Books For Children, Vol. 13 
Nuabera 6&7, 1982 - a copy of this article is on file at 
the Woaen's Centre>. When I talk about feainiat 
education, I'• talking about a set of values that have 
treditionally been ascribed to woaen. I don't think any 
of us want to separate aen and woaen, we don't want to be 
divisive, we want to bring people together. Look at the 
values which are ascribed to patriarchy: the root of the 
word "pater", which aeans 'father' is "to own" if you go 
back far enough. When I heard of that definition, 
suddenly flashbulbs went off in •Y head becauae that 
whole ownership, that possession, that controlling, waa 
soaething I could relate to very easily, and I think a 
lot of woaen can. 
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What ia the gaae that is being played? It is not new: 
we need to read about the coapetition between the 
super-power• in order to understand it and push it in a 
different direction. There have been aany propoaala by 
excellent woaen over the years on peace and atoaic 
issues: it'a not a lack of treatiea, it'a a lack of 
political will ••• <the leaders> need to keep us scared, 
they need to keep the threat. How elae could they puah 
on in the aras race? It's really boys playing with toys: 
it coaes fro• paycho-eexual roote of coapetition. 

Every round of peace treaty haa been a process of 
exploiting the arae race, both the nuclear and the 
conventional one. We need to understand thia in teras of 
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the treaties that are currently going on and analyze what 
we would do differently, how we would do it batter. 

In teras of our own political direction• that we have 
to go in I would suggest to you that we have to educate 
the politicans. How aany of you have every coaaunicated 
to your aeaber of parliaaent on international iaauea auch 
as peace and disaraaaent7 

Look at two filaa that caae out of Studio D, NFB. "'Not 
a Love Story'" and "If you Love this Planet"'. One ia 
dealing with local violence to woaen, pornography. The 
other is dealing with global violence, the threat of 
global nuclear war. If we uae thoee two fil•• together 
the siailarities becoae quite atartling. 

I think it also helps to link in with the violence in 
our culture. The culture ia coapletely violent when it 
coaes to war toya: it'a ao "in", GI Joe• etc., that 
■others who aay '"no, you can't have these toya.. are aeen 
by their kids aa "bad aothera". You need to uae the 
experience aa a chance to educate your kids. 

Following the invasion of Grenada, Hae-Bro together 
with Aaerican congressaen and the Kilitary, airlifted 
23,000 GI Joea into Grenada. Thia ia the ailitarization 
of our children's ainds and the acceptance of violence aa 
noraal in action, playing, reacreation and culture. 

Look what happened with the video gaae "Custer'• 
Revenge .. , an adult video gaae that caae on the aarket 
about three years ago at Christaaa-tiae. The obJect of 
the gaae is for the ailitary '°Custer" figure to ride 
across the screen on a horse, naked except for a holster 
with guns. The obJect of his pray is an Indian woaan who 
is tied to a atake and hia obJact le to rape her. And 
the aore he rapes her, the aore he penetrates her, the 
■ore points he scores. The caption on the bottoa aaya 
.. when you acore you acore ... 

Now that gaae 
an "adult gaae ... 
situation waa ao 
different issue• 

was coaing in aa entertainaent, aold aa 
For a lot of ua the ~rave~e~a of the 

cl•ar and the connections between 
ao ciear: here wai a gaii that eabodied 

pornography, raciaa, violence to 
of those iaeuea right i woaan, ■ilitariaa all 
what we really need to dn olne gaaa. It waa ao evid~nt of 

ea with. 

Until we begin to aee that 
rape and coaaita war are th the ■entality that coaait• 
can't begin to understand te aaae aentality I auggaat we 
happening. It took ua d he global violence that'• 
fr un er two weeks ith oa groups right across th , w pressure 
froa coaing in All th e country to atop thia gaae 
groups, all th~ environ:e:~•;n•a groups, all the native 
groups. It was •o cl a groupa, all the peace ear. 

When we stopped the 
what we have to do W ?a•e we realized that this waa 
v • e ve got to al 1 11 •ry concentrated way and at PU together in a 
want to deal with I op the things that we don't 
f th • n a way the gaa o e kind of work we have to • gave ua an axaaple 

happen. And I know we are do together to aake thinga 
working on a lot of iaaue very fragaented, we are all 
iaportant. But we have ta, and they are all very 
put the political preaau o aee how can converge thea and 
to atop. re on ao they have no choice but 

We need to look at bi 1 
violence. the poisoning ofogical violence, atructural 
••xiat. racist and claaa~ tour earth, at how behavior ie 
with it to give ua the k a i and at how we can connect 
it. In "Reweaving the w:~wo;di~ •~d inforaation to fight 
about the origin of the word" fa Do~na Warnick talk• 
the French word for "rap" Al violence which ia "viol" 
be connected with pornog:a•h l theae worda have co•• t~ 
recent yeara. Donna Warnipky and power by feainiata in 
violence and ailitary viri~itconnecta pornography, 
•ilitary virility and "anuff'"yf Shea talka about 
(filas in which a proatitute i 11•• uaed ea entertainaent 
eupheaiaa for "kill" in war. • diaeabowelad>. Rape ia a 
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It's a very sad aituation becauae it doean't aHa to 
be changing. But there ia aoae very poaitive atuff going 
on. I would recoaaend getting Lyla Hoffaan'a booklet, 
she ahowa how feainiat educatora, both ■ale and feaale, 
need to enviaion a world in which people'• aocial 
political and econoaic role• are not deterained by their 
aex. Feainiat educators need to undo traditional 
socialization and develop ■ore riak-taking, ••lf-aaaured 
coapetent feaalea and ■ore caring co-operative and 
considerate aalea. Nilitariaa and the araa race have yet 
to be addressed ae baaic woaen'a iaauea although 
feainiata are increasingly aware that ailitariaa ia 
really an extra•• fora of aexiea, it'a dependent on 
aexiaa for ita existence. 

Lyla Hoffaan aaya, and I think thia ia very iaportant, 

"If aocialization of both ••x•• atr••••d 
co-operation, kindn•••• nurturance, reapect for 
huaan feelings and huaan differencea, 
patriarchy - •• well aa ailitariaM - would be 
dooMed. Neither could exiat without -xiat 
ideology. Patriarchy could not exiat without 
the threat of force and violence to keep 
rebellioua woMen and non-elite Men in their 
place. Wara wou~d not be fought by people who 
believed in the non-violent reaolution of 
conflicta.• 

I would Juat like to conclude by aoying that there ia 
very good evidence that in the paat and in the preaent 
aatriarchal societiea had and have very different voluea 
in their analyaia and their governaent. I think we have 
soae very poaitive thing• to look to. There are positive 
thing• happening everywhere but how we uae the toola for 
education that are ■oat productive and give ua the power 
to do it ia the real question. 

.. 

WOMEN 's PEACE CONFERENCE 

THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS WERE UNANIROUSLY EIDORSED BY DELEGATES TO THE 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR WONEN'S PEACE CONFERENCE: 

1. Thia conference endor••• the pr••• releaae brought to ua by the 
Innu coaaunitiea of Labrador and Quebec. 

(The press rel••-• iaaued lay 10 1985 outline• the 
oppoaition of the LaRoaaine Innu Band Council to low-leve l 
Military training flight• over Innu territory in Quebec end 
Labrador. Thia opposition 1• baaed on the traditional and 
hiatoric uae of this land by the Innu, and the conviction 
that these low-level flighta have aeriously affected herda 
of caribou, fur-bearing aniMala, fish and birds. The Innu 
faailiea, in particular the elderly and young, have been 
trauaatized by theae flights and it is affecting the 
education of young Innut in learning the traditional way of 
life. Further, the press release states that the Innu 
people have never, through treaty of agreeaent, ceded their 
collective rights to aelf-dateraination and peraanent 
aovereignty over the natural resource. Since these 
collective rights are guaranteed by international 
agreeaanta aigned by Canada, these training flights 
.. constitute a flagrant violation of these agreeaents". 
Because of the ailitary flights, the Innu people can no 
longer leave their aain caapa <although in the past this 
waa done routinely> because the aen aust stay in the caaps 
to continually watch over the faailiea in case an accident 
should happen, for exaaple children aay flee into the bush 
when flights paas over or people in canoes aay becoae 
diaoriented by the noise of Military flights.) 

2. Thia conference aupports the wish expressed to us by Alice 
Bellefleur and Anne "eatinapeo of LaRoaaine to .. return to the 
country next year" and .. help atop the low-level flying ... 

3. Resolved that thia conference is opposed to ailitary foreign aid 
and ailitary intervention in all countries. We want to aid these 
countries in the for• of food, health, housing, education and 
clean water with no strings attached. 
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4. Reaolved that thia conference endorae plans for a peace booth at 
the Nilitary Trade Show in Happy-Valley Gooae-Bay this auaaer. 

~- Thia conference wholeheartedly aupporta the private aeabera bill 
put forth by Regina Weat NP Lee BenJaain on Narch 18 1985 to 
declare Canada a nuclear weapons free zone. 

6. We urge the Newfoundland and Labrador governaent to conclude 
negotiation• with the Canadian Departaent of National Defence and 
have PCB'• froa U.S. radar aitea reaoved froa their storage 
f acilitiea in Happy-Valley Gooae-Bay to the U.S. for disposal. 

7. Thia conference goes on record as aupporting the 
Newfoundland/Labrador Peace Network. 

8. Whereas we believe schools should encourage atudent to think 
cr itically and aake inforaed decisions, be it resolved that the 
provincial Departaent of Education include in the curriculua work 
concerning aocial issues in a nuclear age and that all teachers 
be encouraged to discuss theae above iaauea when appropriate to 
th• aubJect aatter. 

9. Whereaa ailitariaa, violence and pornography are closely linked, 
this conference urges the Newfoundland and Labrador Govarnaant to 
enact legialation to perait aunicipalitiea to aake by-laws 
controlling the sale of pornography. 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

IN SJSWC FOR 1985-86? DETAILS 

ON PAGE 43 .... AND DON'T FORGET 

THERE'S A TGIF FRIDAY JUNE 28th 

AT THE WOMEN'S CENTER 

STOP TBE MILITARIZATION OF LABRADOR 
FACT SHEET 

Having operated fighter• in Europe for nearly 30 years, Bi part 
of our NATO force,, Canadians are well aware of the nui,ance ~hat 
low flying aircraft can be to a civilian population (Hoo. Gi11e, 
Lamontagne, former Minister of National Defence, April 1981). 

- German, Briti,h and other .NATO airforce i a r e conducting low-level 
flight training over exten1ive area• of Labrador and Quebec .. The 
a(litary jet• travel il high 1peeda and altitudo,1 ll low ll 1QQ ft .. 
- many of the aircraft uaed in the training exercises have Tiucl~ar 
capability. The Tornado fighter bomber can penetrate enemy defencei • to 
deliver nuclear weapon• at low level, in all - weather condition•, ~nd 
Mt any time of day or night. The Tornado is ea&entially a manned 
cruiae miaaile. 
- the Department of National Defen,e, with the full support of the 
Newfoundland government i, turning Goo,e Bay into a major N~TO 
training facility. Two bombing range, are being e,tablished as part o f 
plans for massive war game• which simulate attack, on Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. 

= BJ!. adequate environmental impact .tl.!!.!LY. ~ undertaken, Evidence 
from bush pilots, biologists, lnnu hunters, and non-lnnu set.ler, 
1uggests that a number of animal, bird and fiah species are being 
affected. 
- BJ!. adequate aocio - economic and. heall..l! impact fil.!!_y_ ~ 
undertaken. 
T h·e r e i , e no u ~ h, e v id enc e for s er i o us c once r n a b o u t t he e f f e c t e tl ·t he 
flight ■ on Innu health, in particular that of children and tbe 
elderly. For---;;;mple, according to DND, one of the aircraft pr·esent1y 
being u&ed in low-level flights, the F-4 Phantom 11, emits a Tioi,e 
level of 110-126 dB at the speeds and altitudes used in the exerci,es. 
The pain threshold for most people subject to loud noise i, somewh e r e 
between 110 dB and 130 dB. The noise produced by the jets may be far 
in exces& of 126 dB presenting the danger of severe hearing i~pairm e nt 
to the people living in the area. 
- besides causing panic among children, the hu!..!L.. unexpected noie~ 
generated h the aircraft create• etreas in people of all ages .with 
severe repercus,ions for mental health and social relations in general 
(e.g. lowered fru,tration-tolerance and impaired task performance) . 

The Gooae .!ti baao, i.!. becoming!. central .P..Q.!.il. J...QL NATO atrategic and 
~ (~ ~ p l a n n i n g . Th i a c a n no t .Q..£..£J!.I. w i t h o u t !. d e v a st a t i n g .e f f e c t 
£.!l tht tr~ditional culture tl the Innu people tl the .!Ltl..,_ U ll 9.£. 
E..QJ. opeak £.!!J_ ~ wo, create rn ~ for ll e •cal at ing ~ - .~ 
that . threaten• all humanity. ~ the militariz:ation tl Labradorlll 

lf you are interested in learning more about thi, i,,ue and/o r 
helping to stop the military buildup in Labrador, contact : 

St.John ' , Plou!fiihare, 
PO Box 13392 , Stn.A 
St . John',, NFLD, AlB LoB7 

Native Peoples Support Gr oup 
PO Bo x 582, Stn.C 
St . John '~ , NFL D, AlC 5KB 
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Urgent Appeal 

Stop all Nuclear Weapon Tests 

We appeal to the Secretary General and all Member States of the United 
Nations to conclude a coaprehensfve treaty banning all nuclear weapon . 
tests in all environments for all time. 

We further call upon all nuclear weapon Sutes to declare an i~diate 
110ratori1111 on all nuclear .eapon tests. pending conclusfon of• nuclear 
test ~n. 

NAME ADDRESS SIGNATIIRE 

-

.. 

.,..., 
Initiated by: Women's International League 

for Peace and Freedom, 
1 rue de Varembe 1 . 
1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland 

T 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE JUNE 5-9 1985 

report by Linda Kealey 

)50 women from all over the world gathered in Halifax to 
discuss · women's alternatives for negotiating peace, A statement 

endorsed by the delegates of )J nations called for a comprehensive 

test ban treaty, 3n end to the research, testing, development, 

and deployment of all weapons of mass des~ruction and an end to the 
militarization of space. The women at the conference recognized 
"the overwhelming need and desperate urgency for peace" and the 

need for a more equitable distribution of world resources. The 
entire conference proceedings _stressed the connections between 

militarism, racism, ecological disaster and the economic system. Pro­
minent place in the discussions was given to curr.ent struggles for 
self-determination in Latin Ameri~a, Africa and Asia. 

r-. 
Canada's role in urani um mining and processing, her testing 

of Cruise missiles and her consideration of possible participation 
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in Star Wars research received thorough discussion · and condemnation, 
As one South African woman noted, developed countries such as 
~anada have responsibility for the presence of nuclear capabilities 

in countries like South Africa and it is clearly our responsibility 
to change the political system in our own countries. 

Delegates participated' in both large plenary sessions and small 
group discussions, personal stories intertwined with the discussion 

of stark statistics. A woman from French Melanesia showed the inter­
connection between the struggle against nuclear testing and the 

liberation of her people (Kanaks) from French colonialism. 
Describing the "jelly-fish" babies born to women in this area o! 
the Pacific, she reiterated the need for independence and self­

determination as part of the struggle against French testing of 

nuclear weapons. Closer to home, one U.S. delegate demanded a 

pollution-free environment, her daughter is in a neurological 

hospital suffering from the effects of faulty insulation materials 

used in her home. Women from Newfoundland and Labrador demanded 

an end to the testing of low-flying planes over Labrador as darr.aging 

to the environment and health of indir,enous peoples, the increasinf 
militarization of Labrador for NATO purposes and the. disregard for 
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local effects on the environment demonstrate the close links between 
militarism, racism and the economic system. The carnage in Beirut 

was vividly described by a Christian Lebanese woman who described a 
typical day in that war-ravaged area, water and food shortages, 

valiant attempts to live a "normal" life--sending the children to 
school with instructions on what to do in case of a rocket attack, 
the problem of ~etting stranded on the other side of town during 
attacks, the constant tension of watching for the safe return of family 
members-- and her own efforts to aid refugees, both Christian and 
Muslim. These few examples can convey only inadequately the sense of 

ur~ency and unity expressed by women the world over about the global 
crisis in all its interrelated forms. 

Our communication with each other was not limited to talk-­
every evening we shared music with each other, sometimes formally, 
but just as often, informally. Songs were written for the conference 
by women musicians and the presence of singer Salome Bey added 
spirit to the conference. A powerful woman with a voice well-suited for 
her gospel/blues music, Salome Bey performed for a packed house 
of conference goers one evening but her presence electrified nearly 
every session of informal singing which characterized the conference. 
Other performers also contributed their music, most notably "Four 
the Moment" (an a cappella quartet with a political message) and 
Rita ~acNell. The new NFB film on women and peace, "Speaking Our 
Peace: was screened at the conference ' followed by a panel discussion 
with some of the participants in the film. Films, music, art and 
discussion reiterated the themes of this very important conference; 
all the delegates were determined to return home and communicate 
the results and to build on the foundation the conference 
provided, A continuing form of communication among participants 

dr,c{ 
was deemed a high priority to provide real information pressure for 

" real negotiations. As Sister Rosalie Bertell noted in her remarks, 

weapons-counting is not the issue--there can be no "winners" or 
"losers" in our age of nuclear power. Negotiations carried on in 
secret by the military or the politicians must be replaced by 
broadly-supported, open negotiations which recognize needs, fears 
and our capacity to share, Only then will we have peace--
the absence of collective violence, violence against the individual 
and structural violence. If there was one single agreed upon 
message that emerged from this meeting it is that peace, social 
justice and development are interdependent and must be viewed 
as such, 

i 
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MDI : ~l Mother 's D~1!J lniti;1ti vc 

Su ::>+) Woodbine Ave.nue, 

Toronto, OnL1rio, M+L ,~,5 
tel. ,+I(~) l~910L~L~') 

Whether we live in the city or country, 

Prime Minister Mulroney's forthcoming decision on 

Canadian participation in Star Wars affects us all. 

'lumerous authorities have examined the 26 billion 

dollar, 5 year research program and concluded that it 

ifi not the technoloqical salvation we all wish it were. 

Instead, it has the potential to double the arms race, 

thus becoming the greatest threat to peace the world 

has ever known. 

Best-sellinq children's coo~book author Lisa 

Bevelander launched a nation-wiQe appeal on Mother's 

Day, urging women young and old to write to Mila 

Mulroney about the Star ~ars issue. Bevelander explains, 

"As a mother of three, expectinq a fourth child, she 

may be the political figure most able to relate to 

mother's fears about the arms race. Also, she has 

recently established an office on Parliament Hill". 

"Everything we do as mothers is ultimately for 

the protection of our children" Bevelander says, 

"although traqedy can strike in spite of our best efforts". 

Nine years ago she lived every mother's nightmare, 

helplessly watching as her three year old son was hit 

in a fatal car accident. Since then she has dedicated 

herself to making life better for children, first by 

promoting healthier foods through her cookbooks and 

presently by promoting peace. 

The Star Wars debate is a supremely critical one 

for humanity. Once it is determined it will affect life 

on earth for generations to come. Canadians should never 

underestimate their power to influence this decision. If 

we speak for peace together, we could give hope to others 

around the w~rld. 



The government welcomes public response on the 

Star Wars issue. The deadline for a decision was 

postponed partially for that reason. While the Prime 

Minister's study group prepares recommendations for the 
cabinet, there is still time to speak out. 

Mrs. Bevelander urges everyone, but especially 

mothers and all those who love children, to write a 

simple letter, "from the heart", telling how they feel 

about Star Wars and the arms race. She asks that the 

letters be sent to Mila Mulroney, before or by June 2nd. 

Historically, June 2, 1873 was organized as a Mother's 

Peace Day by Julia Ward Howe, a Boston woman who deplored 
the tragedy of the American Civil War. 

"It will be impossible to protect our children from 

nuclear war once it starts" Bevelander says, "that's why 

we have to fight~- In a democracy we can fight for 

what we _believe in by writing l~tters, and EVERY LETTER 

COUNTS! It is even postage free. Please write to Mila 

Mulroney, care of the Prime Minister's Office, Langevin 

Block, Ottawa, KIA 0A3, and encourage other women to do 
the same". 

""W.tl, It dtl,»nds on ttlt1t yov rrwn by ""'1fruttion - ,n you uylng 
Ml"*· or }ult Ii,.• .w know it?" 

reprinted froa "Megatoons" <Eden Press) 

. C . . 
0 

~ . 
" . . • . 
0 

women 
and 

words 
The foilowing three poems by Roberta Buchanan were read at "A Woaen's 
Peace Celebration" held at the LSPU Hall Monday May 20th. ;b;~g~I~b 
eQ;~ was specially written for this event. 

In our long battle, I thought that I had won 
Or at least bought ay peace, 
But I wee wrong. 
Ours was a fight to death. end I survived 
But oh at what a price: 
A living death with the spring gone 
The wrinkling and the greying of the skin 
Feeling of getting old and feeling ill 
Mourning for youth, the faltering of the will 
The sleepless nights alone. 
The price of freedom is c heavy price to pcy 
I draQ ay ass arouna from day to day 
Someh~w the vital principle has received a crack 
But I can never go back. 

SOCIALIZATION -------------
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In some societies <which shall be nameiess) 
The aen are trained to kill 
The woPen are trained to do the washing up: 

Which is the better? 

In soMe societies (which shall be nameless) 
The Men are taught to aake war 
And the women are taught to make babies: 

Which is the better? 
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ELEMENTAL_POEM 

EAST WEST NORTH SOUTH 

EARTH AIR FIRE WATER 

We turn to the East: AIR 
Blue space - breathing - the kiss of life 
The wind driving sails and waves across the ocean 
Impelling clouds across the sky. 
Blowing away the cobwebs at Cape Spear 
We take deep breaths and laugh. 
Meditation on the breath 
I watch you breathing as you sleep. 

Otherwise: 

Difficulty in breathing, · the poisoned air 
Teer gas, poison gas in the trenches 
Coughing up one's guts 
E~physema, asthma, bronchitis 
Choking, throttled, the breath stopped 
The air that kills. 

We turn to the South: FIRE 
The singing kettle on the hearth 
Cooking: the bubbling pot of beens 
The barbecue that friends and neighbours share 
The camp fire, sitting in a circle 
Glowing coals, warmth in winter 
Making love by firelight 
Candles burning before the shrines 
Solar energy 
The fiery sunset flowing red 
The stars dancing round the sky. 

Otherwise: 

Smoke from the death camps: Auschwitz 
The burning of people 
Witches burned alive in the burning-times 
The mushroom cloud at Hiroshima 
Bombed houses catching fire in Philadelphia 
Napalm burns on screaming children 
Caught in cross-fire 
Fire that destroys. 

We turn to the West: WATER 
First element, the waters of life 
The sea womb of the Mother Goddess, giving birth 
To strange creatures, bearing exotic cargoes 
Aphrodite rises from the foan 
The waterfall tumbling over cliff 
The holy well, the sacred spring 
That heal our spirits 
Swimming' in the sunset 
Immanence 1s light on water. 

Otherwise: 

The flood that destroys, the burst dan 
The raging sea, sailors drowning 
The Ocean Ranger gone, bodies never found 
The water cannon on the protest march 
Polluted lakes killing fish; mercury poison 
The poisoned water that kills. 
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We turn to the North: EARTH 
Gaea, Mother Earth, the Deep-Breasted One 
The nurse of seedlings, infucing the blossoms 
Forming the fruit 
Digging our gardens 
Manuring, tiling, sowing seeds 
Until the bean hangs on the vine 
Until the lettuces fan out their delicate leaves 
Carrots, potatoes plufflp and swell 
The fertile earth, abundantly feeding her children 
At the last our final resting-place. 

Otherwise: 

The parched earth, desert, famine 
The rain forests cut down 
Defoliation - stripping the earth 
Chemical warfare where nothing grows 
The earth poisoned with PCBs 
Eroded eo1l, the waste land 
The bomb - nuclear winter 
The poisoned earth. 

EARTH AIR FIRE WATER 
EsGentiol elements, natural sources, re-sources: 
Extract, extort, exploit, rape, destroy, kill 
Or reverence, worship, conserve the sacred grounds of 

being? 

The ideas and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not 
necessarily representative of the ideas and opinions of the St. 
John's Status of Woaen Council. The Newsletter exists to provide 
a forua for woaen's opinions and an outlet for their expression. 
We welcoae letters, coaaents, book reviews, poems, articles and 
suqqestions. 

LJ.JOMEN AND WORDS/Les -Femmes et Jes mots 

Nevv-Poundland and Labrador 

~ Freshwater Rd., St.John's, Nfld. AlC 2N5,Tel.753-6542
1 

Marian A. White, Coordinator 

ATTENTION INTERESTED WOMEN ANO WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS!!! 

WOMEN AND WORDS, a Provincial Chapter of the National Pan-Canadian 

WOMEN AND WORDS ls planning to publish a 1987 Almanac/Calendar. Under a 

grant from the Women's Program of the Secretarv of State, our association 

intends to research the Jlves and work of a number of Newfoundland and Labrador 

women. Once complied and edited, we wlll use some of these stories in the 

Almanac/Calendar. 

The intention of this project is to uncover stories of women's lives that 

would be of Interest to other women both historically and as an identity. 

It is one of the goals of WOMEN AND WORDS to bring women together In order to 

share their experiences and to learn from eachother. The Almanac/Calendar 

will feature various women in all walks of life.· There Is no one particular 

'tvpe' of woman we are looking for; however, she should in some wav support the 

belief that women have a unique historv of their own whether that be expressed 

in her politics, her art, her writing, or in how she raises or has raised her 

children. The basic outline of the Almanac/Calendar will be such that space 

will be provided for recording a dailv agenda or comments on events In our 

everyday lives. Through this method we hope to encourage women to express 

themselves through the written word. 

We are now having a general call for submi.ssions. Please type all entries. 

Do not send original work as we would like to keep the stories on file for future 

projects. If at all possible submit a black and white photograph of the woman 

or negative; however, if this is not available we will make the necessarv 

arrangements to have one taken. Honorariums will be paid after selection of 

the women to be highlighted. 

DEADLINE -- June 30, 1985 

For more information on this project or on WOMEN AND WORDS in general 

please telephone the above number or write the above address. 
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MEDIAWATCH 

by Diane Hol latt 

Mediawatch is a national woaen's organization working to i ■prove th• 
i■ag• of N0111tn and girls in the Canadian ■edia. We focus on sexisa, 
froa language which assullle!S everyone is ■ale, to the MOSt dramatic for■ 
of sexist i■agery - pornography. 

As the new provincial representative of Mediawatch, I'd like to 
invite all int•rested persons to find out what Mediawatch is and how 
you can participate. Given the enor110us a■ount of sexis■ in the mass 
IN!dia, there's plenty of roo11 for involvement in a variety of ways. 

One of the 110St effective forms of direct action Mediawatch sponsors 
is a coaplaint for11 printed and distributed free of charge. You can 
US41 this fora to ■ake governnent <through the CRTC) and the 
e01111unications industry aNare of your opinion. 

Do you ever get tired of N0111en being portrayed as if our "place" is 
only within the hOMe; that our iaain function is to be a sex-obJect? 
Does it bother you that NOIN!n are portrayed in the media as submissive, 
dependent, unintelligent, and rarely seen after age 35 on TV? 

When an i■ag• of WOMen in the media bothers you because of a sexist 
bias, take action and eo11plain. ~ndustry, i.e. advertisers, consider 
one letter of c011plaint representative of anywhere fro■ 40 to 500 other 
consUllllrs who fNl the san way but never get around to writing. Your 
voice has i■pact! 

An exciting and useful proJect I hope to see locally developed is a 
slide show, fil■ or video on an aspect of ■edia portrayal of women such 
as how 1«>11en are portrayed in cosmetic ads, or the increasing use of 
viol•nctt in 'high-fashion' ■agazines. A tool such as this would be 
very usttful for educational presentation to cotmunity and youth 
groups. Par-haps SOllll!Onlt with the artistic/technical know-how would 
find this an interesting proJect for the st11111er! 

DO THE MEDIA REFLECTj 
CANADIAN WOMEN'S ~ 
REALITY? J 
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For ■ore inforaation about Mediawatch, please contact 11te. I have 
paaphlets and coaplaint for■s ready for distribution. Mediawatch also 
has• video which I would be happy to bring along and speak to your 
group on sexis■ in the Media, how it affects you and what you can do 
about it. 

MEDIAWATCH 

DON'T FORGET 
..:TUNE 28TH AT 

THE 
THE 

Hope to hear fro11 you, 

Diane Hollett 

home address: 
29 Sunrise Ave. 
Mount Pearl, Nfld. 
Ate tB6 
368-5062 

or1 W001en's Resource Center 
Th011pson Student Center 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
St. John's, Nfld. 

· Ate 587 
737-~366 

TGIF FRIDAY 
WOMEN'S CENTER-
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INTERVIEW WITH MARV DALY PART 

The first part of this interview was published in the 
May 1985 Newsletter. Thanks to Nancy Creighton, in whose house 
the interview was done, and who provided us with lunch afterwards; 
and to Marie-Annick Desplanques, who spent six hou:s transcribing 
the tape. The tape is deposited in MUNFLA (Memorial University 
of Newfoundland Folklore and Language Archives) for private 
study only; not to be reproduced withvut the permission of 
Mary Daly. 

I was curious as to how Mary Daly, educated in Catholic 
schools, came to be a radical feminist and to reject her 
Catholic beliefs. 

RB: I want to go back to your schooling. Was there a point 
at which you said "I'm no longer a Catholic"? 

MD: It took a lon9 time for me to reach that point. No, I 
didn't say that; ~kept looking and looking; I thought there 
was something there but, see, my primary interest always was 
philosophy, and so I kept gathering degrees and s~udying and 
studying, and, by some kind of kinky twist I got in[to) 
theology. You know, I really wanted to go on in philosorhy, 
and finally I got the doctorate in philosophr as well as in 
theology, but it was always a matter of seeking that which was 
just beyond the faiade. I think I always knew that things 
are not the way they seem but I didn'~know how to name that. 
I always had a very strong sense of wantin, justice and a lust 
for learning, so that pushed me to those fields ••• where you asked 
the most ultimate questions. And finally, it push7d me across 
the ocean without having any money ... to the University of 
Fribourg. 

RB: Why did you go there? Why did you choose that? 

MD: Because I wanted to get the highest degrees in theology and 
philosophy, and I was still a Catholic in the sixties, an~ so 
the nighest degrees available for a Catho!ic were not avai!able 
to a woman in the United States. I applied at the Catholic 
University of America, and I was super-qualified - I had all 
languages, all philosophies, all the background, and they 
wouldn't let me in. 

RB: Why? Because you were a woman? 

MD: Because I was a woman. And so the only place where I 
could study was either Switzerland or Germany, because in those 
countries the universities wrre state-controlled, and in the 
state universities they were not allowed to exclude women 
fr 0m the faculty of philosophy [or) the faculty of theology. 
So I was driven to do that, and I had to, somehow, find --
I had no money and my mother was dependent on me, so I had to 
find a way to get over there. And what I did was, I wrote -
I made a list of Catholic bishops and I wrote to them. This 
was in the sixties, you know, when there were getting ready for 
Vatican One. And I said "Look,' you say y,:::ou're for lay 

:::c :::c 
theologians and that. Well, 1 want to study." And the 
then Cardinal Wright[?) - he was then bishop - had access 
to a fund which was actually a woman's money, ... so he loaned 
me some money which I paid back later. And I got over there 
and I taught in junior year abroad programmes in Switzerland, 
in Fribourg. But also, the reason why I ended in Fribourg, 
Switzerland,rath"r than Germany was because: I got an 
exchange scholarship to Switzerland rather than a Fulbright to 
Germany ... it's a Swiss scholarship. So I went over there. 
I had three jobs teaching in three junior year abroad programmes 
in Fribourg. The courses were taught in Latin; people in 
the streets were speaking French and German. I had a 
motorbicycle and I would go from teaching my students to taking 
courses in Latin. I was taking eighteen hours a week credits, 
and I went through four degrees there, and I jumped all the 
hoops: [a) Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology and then a 
licentiate in Sacred Theology, and finally the highest degrees 
in theology, by their standard, the canonically approved 
doctorate in Sacred Theology -- which they had to give me 
because it was a state-controlled school. They couldn't keep 
me out. And then I finally did the thing I really was into, 
which was to iinish up the doctorate in philosophy. And 
meanwhile I started my first feminist book, The Church and the 
Second Sex, and I came back to the United States, to Boston, 
started teaching in Boston College which is Jesuit-run .... 
I came back in '66, and I went over tt{re in '59. It was a 
real adventure! 

RB: When did you become a feminist? 

MD: I think I was always a feminist! 

RB: You · were i'n a really male institution [in Fribourg). 
All the young students were male. Did they hassle you? 
Did they give you a hard time? 

MD: It was more that they shunnned me. But these were priests 
and they were terrifi~d of women, so that we would go into the 
classroom, and they would always space themselves carefully 
from me, so that there would be an empty seat on each side of 
me, because it would be sinful to sit next to a woman. They 
were very peculiar. These were priests from places like 
Spain and South America and Italy. Ther+ere seminarians too. 
... It wasn't so much that they hassled me, it was that there 
really was this disbelief that I would go through with it. 
They were hoping that - especially the professors - that I 
wouldn't stay and stick it out. And the more I saw that they 
thought I wouldn't finish, the more stubbornly I decided that 
I would finish, ... so that it sort of egged me on. 

RB: Did they more or less ostracize you? 
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MD: Well you see I didn't really need their company, because 
in the meantime I was teaching all these American students, in 
the Junior Year Abroad programme. There were female students 
from Rosary College, Chicago; and boys from Georgetown 
University, and Lasalle College in Philadelphia, and so actually 
I was always with my students. We would go out to the beer 
~lls and the tea rooms, so I didn't need the company of 



2B/ 

't an interesting. 
priests and seminarians. It wa~n ev 
were just my classmates and teac ers. 

RB: So you were always a feminist1 

They 

I remember· except there was no one 
MD: Yes, as long as c~~ I rem~mber being enraged when I 
really to talk to about i • ld 't be altar girls - it was 
was a little Kid, that girl~ co~ :nt and spoke about it to 
so obviously wrong. But when h re they would just think I 
other girls and women, ?n tres:m~thing. And so my way was to 
was ridiculous or fanatic O h in the realm of ideas, 
just keep moving ••• and preti~ muc Then in the Sixties when 
trying to create my own rea ity. to Rome and I posed as a 
Vatican One happened,! we~t iow~cil meettngs at St Peter's; 
)ournalist and got i~~~ ~h:t ~upersonally wanted to be a 

World-renowned radical feminist philosopher 

MARY 
DALY* 

on 

''Be-Witching: 
Re-Calling the 

Courage to Sin'' 
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priest - I did not. But I thought, women should have the 
right to be there -- or to be anything -- so I went down, and 
that sort of cracked open something. I wrote an article which 
was published in Commonweal, a liberal Catholic magazine, and 
it was called "A built in bias". And ·then I was invited by 
a British publisher to write a book on women and the church, 
so I wrote The Church and the Second Sex. 

But the thing was, that there had to be something out ther e 
in the climate to make it possible to speak as a feminist. 
Meanwhile in the U.S. the feminist movement was starting to 
percolate out of the civil rights movement. So when I went 
back in '66, it was a whole new environment. The fifties, 
the 'forties, were utterly deadly; but in the late sixties 
there was the civil rights movement. That w~~ ~ho hnn~nn~nn 

of the feminist movement, and there was a greai\; deal of hope 
everywhere, so that there was a movement with which I could 
identify. And each thing that I did led to something else. 

As a result of ~he Church and the S~cond Sex -- which 
was mild; it was rational, trying to re-argue for reform of 
the Catholic Church -- I was fired from my job at Boston 
College. And then there were four months of student 
demonstrations, and as a result of that, I was rehired. 
They couldn't not re-hire me, and I got tenure. And that 
helped me to see through the whule system. So I moved down 
to more and more radical books. When I brought that book out 
[again] in '75, I came out with a post-Christian introduction, 
telling women to please get out of the church. I think by 
1970 I was basically out; and then I became very very 
publicly put of it -- post Christian, anti Christian in the 
early '70s. 

RB: Did you never thin~ of leaving Boston College? 
it must be a fairly hostile environment. 

I mean, 

MD: Yes. But one of the things that I learned: -- well, 
first of all, there was the phenomenon of the grapevine, 
blacklisting. So as I became better and better known, I 
became more and more frightening to other institwons. So, 
sure I thought about it, but once you understand that phenomenon, 
that strategy, you realise that the word goes out from dean to 
dean to dean,to faculty member to faculty member, and nobody 
wants what they consider to be a trouble-maker. And when I 
began to see through that: that was the myth of liberalism, 
you know. Like Harvard and Yale and all that, they"re just 
as evil. So r~ally the best option for me was to stand my 
ground there, and I did. And ia spite of their harrassment 
I managed to teach only feminist theory: that's all I will 
teach - radical feminist theory .. 

RB: Can't your head of department say to you,' "You have to 
teach ... say, Philcsophy 1000." 

MD You would think that in theory, he can; well, you would 
th nk that he could, but he can't. It's hard to explain. I 
th nk they're afraid of me. [Portion omitted.] 
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RB: For centuries, women were excluded from universities. 
Doesn't it worry you to turn thdt around on them, and exclude 
them [men) from your classes? 

MD: No. Hardly. I mean, I think it's bizarre to imagine 
that; because we're not anywhere near the situation where that 
would be threatening to men. Women always want to be so 
reasonable, you know. They use the expression "reverse 
discrimination". That's ridiculous. The universities are 
totally male-controlled. Even if it's a women's co1lege, often 
the president is male and some of the faculty is male. But that 
isn't what matters. What matters most is the fact that the 
textbooks are, and the methodology is, all male. Women haven't 
yet our own thought forms, you know.. I'm trying to create 
them, along with many other women. So I think that's a totally 
false problem. It would be like saying, aren't you worried 
if you're a lesbian that there won't be enough [people] on the 
earth, when you're living in a totally over-populated planet -­
it's not a real problem. The real problem is to have any woman 
space at all in the university. 

RB: One thing which very much upset people here was the idea 
that you wouldn't take questions from men. 

MD: Good! 

RB: I think that a lot of people hadn't hear<Aof you, but they 
heard that! 

MD. Right. 

Ril: And it seems that if women do anything like that -- although 
women have been excluded for centuries -- it upsets both men and 
women a lot. 

MD: Yes, but I think that's good if it upsets them. At least 
they're feeling something, even if they're angry .... I think that 
some men will begin to think thoughts that they haven't thought 
before, and I see only good coming out of it ultimately. 
Because it's clear if you think it th~ough: why I would have 
the policy of accepting questions only from women; when women 
have been silenced for thousands of years, and when it's an 
audience composed of 90 or 95 % ~omen. It would inevitably 
be the case that some man would be droning on and on. And 
women have not yet felt free within themselves to take their own 
space. So it's good, and I don't care if the anger is felt ... 
it's making people think. I think that from the experience 
last night [at Mary DAly's lecture), that the primary emotions 
felt were not hosti~ and anger, but women were very happy to 
have the space clea;'4for them. For once. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 

Roberta Buchanan 

AtH.R... GENERAL IEETINS - A tEW STEERING COllfllITTEE, 
RESCLUTIONS ON PEACE AND PORNOGRAPHY 
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The annual general ■eeting of the St. John's Status of Women Council 
INS held Monday May 27 at the Srad House. About 30 council 111e111bers 
attended, and resolutions passed included Making the issue of 
pornography a priority in the C0111ing year, and support for the lnnu 
people in their campaign against low-level ■ilitary flights in 
Labrador. The foll<>Ning WOMen ttere elected by acclamation to serve on 
this year'• steering COlll'llittee: Diane Duggan, Bonnie Ja11es, Sharon 
Pope, Pat Bal5011, Ann Escott, Grace Ollerhead, Annette Clarke, and 
Astri Thorvik. FolloMing are the ■inutes of the ABM. 

Prl9ntc 

St. John's St,itus of WoErl Council 
Niiwtes of Steering C<aittee 

O\airptrSOn: Mirian Hopkins Date: May 27 1985 
I.Doltion: Grid Jbase Tiae: 8 pa - 11 i-

TIM')' Lym YOWII, llriMI lllite, Pauline StockNood1 Oieryl Hebert, Judy Stacey, Kathy Porter, Heidi 
.........,., Diane Dqgan, Ann Elcott, Linda Gosse, Roberta Buchanani Pat BalS0111 Sheila lblre, Diani! 
Sittal, Joan Scott, Nirilyn Portll"1 Rae Plrlin, Lynn Murphy, Beth Lacey, Grace Ollerhead, Sharon Pope 
(NCOl"dint IKl'@tary), Ame Hrt, Naria.n tbpkins, Dorothy Inglis, Bonnie Jaaes, Nary Doyle, Annette 
Clarke, 8w Carter, Anne Donov,in, Am! Kavinigh 

l. Call to order 

2. Approval of qenda 

3. NiMtes of previous a Nay 28 2984 IDTICJt: thit the ainutes bl! accepted aoved by im Escott, secorded 

by Diane hgga.n CARRIED 

4. lu§iness arising froa the ■inutes - nil 

5. First c,ill for 111!11 business 

6. ll!ports: 112por-ts ..-e published in the Nay newsletter. The foll011ing updates to reports llel"t! aade: 

_ 6.4 ID.&:: Ann Escott reported that the fire escape ,it 83 Military ~- is no11 coapleted at ii cost 
of SJ,lli. Doors ind Nindows are still to bl! done Illich Nill bring the cost up to about S5,IN. 
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Cat this point there 1115 1 short bre.lk lllile everyone did •rouMs•, i.e. introducing thellselves 
11\d d1Kcribi111 tlwir interest/involveamt in St. Jdin's Status of WoEn Council) 

- '-8 Pell - hron Pope niported on the Newfoundland/Labrador WoEn's Peace Confm-ence, held Niy 
17-191 ind Ol'I the upc:olling deaonstration in support of Innu coocerns over lOlf""level ■ilihry 
flying in ubridor. 

- 6. 9 STAFF IIEPCIIT - Beth Lacey give an update on the staff report - see •WoEn' s Centre• report 
fol10ttint the ■inutes. 

- 6.11 TIIEA9.IIER' S REPORT - 1 copy of the finincial shteant for St. John's Status of WoEn 
r.ouncil NS distributed at the let (copies are available at the W!an' s Centre! 

- 6.11 KIRBY lllliE - Olel-yl Hebert reported that frOII <rt 23 19M to the present, 23 NDEn ind 46 
childretl have stayed at Kirby House. A secretary of State Brant provided funds for research and 
anlysis of 5t'l"'Vice. There hi5 been a 1'11!111 board of directors.since January 1985 and the 
restrllCturing of the oo.rd is 1ll011ing i acre collective operation. A written jililosophy is being 
d.ewlopitd. A 1'11!111 staff pm-son, ~ Mercer, began NOrk at Kirby House March 6 (funding. through 
~ llorki for a period of one year!. Also, tieo students are being hired through a SEED grant 
to nit for 11 lll!t!ks as childcare ieorkers. The Board of Kirby House Nants to look at other • 
finding ln"infllllill!"ts to provide peraanent staffing. Fund-raising is a priority in order to do the 
IIIICr.iswy repairs and buy furnishings. Un di5Cl15sion fol1011ing Oieryl's report it NaS noted that 
2 fvll-ti• staff are needed at Kirby House. Dleryl explained that in the second stage for 
batttred ...i there is ffl!n aor'I! sorting-out to be done than in the initial ti■e at Transition 
Hoose.) 

- 6.12 TIA!Jlllllf HI!£ - Marilyn Porter gave an i■proaptu report noting the real ■aterial probll!IIS 
1t the house n •11 IS probll!IIS of liason and ca.unkation with the offices of Transition House. 
She Also described li,(Ja of the day-to-day probleas at the house as well as the proble■ of a 
top-hNvy oo.rd, and nottd it As tiae to re-think the lilole structure. 

- 6. 13 ~ CRISIS CENTRE - Diane Duggan c<aended Anne Dorovan, the counsellor at the WoEn' s 
Cantre, for her IIOl"k ind support in counselling in the last six ■onths1 in Illich there has been 
■ore CHH of child Ablase COE for assistance to the WoEn's r.entre than in the last five years. 
lany of these NOEi\ have already been through social services, etc. Diane said she is planning to 
do• sull tr•ining session 5001'1 for people interested in being rape tTisis counsellors .. 9le 
also reporild on possible plans for a regional conference of rape tTisis counsellors the last 11eek 
r,f Augll5t. Un discussion following Diane's report there was a consensus that there should be an 
i11f0f'llrlti011 IM!lling on child sexual abuse) 

DUE TO 
BE KEPT 

RECENT PROBLEMS, NO HONEY 
AT THE WOMEN'S CENTER IN 

WILL 
FUTURI 
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• 
- 6.14 Nitional ActiOII C-ittn - Bomie Ja!S, llho served n provincial tR: representative for 

..t of lnt YN", described IA: as -....uy alive and •11 •ith knoMledgNble lml!fl llho knoN h011 
to dell •1th f)W!l"Mlnts•. h described the structure of tR: and mted that one group of 
iNlividval can have I lot of i11flll!IIC1! on an organization, as SJ&I: did on tR: this year Mith a 
rasolution on sexual orientation. The ra provincial rR: representative for this year is Crystal 
Eqan llho is Mith Gander Status of Woel Council. Dorothy Inglis also spoke about NOC' s role in 
ttw EAton11 strike, lhft S. of ~tons staff ..e being rediad to part-ti• NOl"'kers, the 
IIIJOl"ity of thtsl! bei"I MOEi\. Dorothy uid that •t111 llhole conservative trend is to put people 
i• po5itiC1111 wiere they e111't fcn unions - MlEfl have to be the first ones to screa■ about 
this.. 

7. 11!'!!11 - that the slate propo5lld by the noainiting ca.ittee be elected by acclaaation to next year's 
ltNrilll ca.ittee of St. John's St.tu of Woel Council Ulstri Thorvik1 Diane Duggan, Ann Escott, Pat 
lalsoa, !llll"Clft Pope, Arw11tt1 Clil"lat, Brace Ollerhud and Bomi1 Jaaesl - IOYl!d by Beth Lacey, seconded 
lly hi 11 Moore CARRIED 

L ._ Businns: 

- 9. 1. lllTlli. - that the .Si tor fw 1986-17 be Ell• Dieng. aoved by Ann Escott, secomed by Diane 
... 1111 CAIIRIED 

- 9.2. pomogriphy r:,solutions: 

lbled that the St. John's Status of Woel CcMmcil rNffira the position contained in its 
trilf pra■nted to the Fr.ser eo.ittee on PomlgrlP!Y and Prostitution in Nay of 19M by 
offici11l idopting the definition of pornography contained within the brief and by 
officially adopting the intent of the brief. - aoved by Pauline StockNood1 seconded by 
._ Hart - CARRIED 

llovld th•t the St. John's Status of WoEn Council endorses the rec:o•mdations in the 
Fraser eo.itt• Report on ProstitutiOl'I and Pornogril?\y and ct11ls upon the Federal 
llinister of Jntic:e to act upon thell without delay. -swed by Pauline Stocloood, seconded 
by Dorothy I111lis - CARRIED 

lloved thlt the 1a steering ca.ittee of the St. John's Status of Woel Council ■ake 
pornogl"ilily • P"iority and that Dorothy Inglis and P•uline Stoc:loood, feainist E11bers of 
the Citiztns r.o&lition Against Pornography, act as lilSOn with St. John's Status of WoEn 
f.ouN:il. 10W!d by llrilyn Porter, seconded by Diane Duggan - CARRIED 
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- 9. l. peq IIE!D.lJTJ(N; 

fkMld tha.t St. John's Stahs of WoEtl Cc>ureil support efforts of the lnnu people to stop 
1 ... l1Ml llilihry flights over their territory in Labrador and Quebec. --aoved by 9-taron 
Pope, IIK.'Ollded by Dine Duggan - CARRIED 

No¥N that SJSII: lobby city council to dlclare St. John's a nuclear 11eapons-free zone. 
-1IIMd by 9Nlron Pope, SKOl'lded by Dorothy Inglis - CARRIED 

fllMllf tha.t SJrM: Join the NNfoundland/1.abrador Peace NetMOl"k --aoved by 9lt11'on Pope, 
.condld by Dorothy Inglis - CARRIED 

- 9.4. L£JF - !IW'Oft Pope reporied on the Lepl Education lk:tion Fund, 1 national organization set 
11p to hltlp fi;it Dirt..- cnes mllr the 1'11!11 •equality rights• section of the Olarter, Section 15. 

9.5. Y1at1 11111 Words - ltrian lllite reported on plans to publish a 1987 Alaanac/Calendar, and 
asked SJK llllbers to 1ive !ll!l"ious l'OnSideration suggesting MES of NOEn llho IIOOld be suitable 
to bf fNhred in the 1l1a11aC, that is 110Er1 llhose lives in soae 11ay support the belief that woaen 
haw 1 •ique history of their 0111\, 

9. Annow.c:wot-1 

11. AdJOC11 r•nt - IIJTJllt to adJOUMI - aoved by Narilyn Porttr, seconded by Dleryl Hebert, CARRIED 

11. Fil.JI - HNdstart 

WOMEN'S CENTER REPORT 

w711, we have a_new steering committee since May 28. They 
look like an energetic crowd, don't you think? Just as well 
as we have a busy year ahead. I've just returned from two ' 
?onferen?es, CA RAL and NAC . The CARA L conference was quite 
informative and consisted of speakers and strategizing. I'll 
have a full report on file at the Centre. This was the first 
year~ was at t?e NAC conference and it was an eye opening 
exper7e~ce, While the _workshops were the usual fare, the lobby 
organizing.and the business aspects were awe-inspiring, The 
lobby day itself however, was disappointing. The Liberals 
and N?P' s were very receptive ( of course they can I t give us 
anything ! but the PC's were quite indifferent ( they don't 
have to give us anything). A few interesting aspects of the 
conference were the passing of a sexual orientation resolution 
and_the first lesbian caucus. There'll be a full report with 
a list of all resolutions on file at the Centre, 

As.well this past month, I have geen working on a brief 
to submit to the parlimentary commit~ee on equality issues, 
I have also att·ended a conference on Child Sexual Abuse and 
s~sequently am sitting on a subcommittee on policy around 
child sex~al abus7. I have also been attending Coalition 
for Equality meetings and am active on this committee. If 
anybody wants further details or input on the above, please 
give me a call at the Centre. 

BETH LACEY 

Th.is month 82 women came in for crisis counselling. The majority 
of women wanted information or help in the areas of divorce/separation, 
employment problems and financial problems. The end of the university 
semester was probably responsible for the increase in information calls. 

As well, this month I became involved in a group called "Housing Action 
Committee" (HAC). HAC's long term goal is to lobby for more adequate and 
affordable housing, I regularly receive calls from people seeking 
adequat~ affordable housing. 

~ part of my spring cleaning efforts I gave it a new coat of paint. 
So please drop down for a cup of coffee and a chat. 

STATISTICS: 
Drop-ins .......•..•... 43 
Phone-in» •••••••••·••·100 
TOTAL H3 

Office Calls ....•••... 14 
Information Calls ...•. 47 

Counselling 
Divorce/separation ...... 25 
Employment Problems •..•. 10 
Financial Problems ....... 8 
Housing .................. 7 
Wife Abuse ............... 7 
Sexual Harassment ••••••••7 
Advocacy .........••...... 4 
Social Assistance •....... 4 
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Other . ....... , .... , ... , ,10 ANNE DONOVAN 
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BOOK REVIEW 

by P. Spearns 

THE_COMMON_SECRET: SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS ------------------------------------------
by Ruth S. and G. Henry Kempe 

New York: W.H.Freeffian and Co. 1984 

The authors of this book, Ruth and Henry Kempe, have wide experience 
in pediatrics and child psychology. Despite the fact that The Common 
~~~r~~ deals with the sexual abuse of children and adolescents in the 
Unites States, the data and statistics can be applied to the Canadian 
situation as well. This book serves to advance the understanding of 
those who know little about the subJect of sexually abused children, an 
important subJect that has been in the closet for far too long. 

Social change over the last hundred years has increasingly awarded 
children rights as individuals. Children are no longer regarded as 
chattel wholely possessed by their fathers, at least in enlightened 
countries. However there is a general failure to appreciate the 
widespread and pervasive sexual abuse of children. 

Incest and other types of child sexual abuse can be traced back to 
antiquity. Gradually, incest became a cr1m1nal offence 1n many parts 
of the world <as late as 1908 in England), Incest still carries no 
penalty in Portugal, Turkey, Luxembourg and numerous other countries. 

At present, incest is found at all levels of North American society, 
with a tilt towards higher economic and educational levels. 
Pedophilia, exhibitionism and sexual abuse victimize children of both 
sexes. 

The recent growth in child pornography and ch1ld prostitution 
suggests that little has changed over the centuries except the degree 
of social recognition of the problem by the public. Laws are only 
being gradually formed that reflect communal concern w1th this 
problem. 

The categories of sexual abuse described 1n The Common Secret 
include incest, pedophilia, exhibitionism, molestation, statutory rape 
and rape, child prostitution and child pornography. 
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Incest is defined as any physical sexuol activity between family 
11embers. Blood relationship is not required, and the term "fal'Rlly" is 
used to include non-blood related family members as well as blood 
related 11embers in the family type of living arrangements. 

Pedophilia ("love of child") refers to the preference of an adult 
for prepubertal children as a ~eans of achieving sexual excitement'. 
Exhibitionism <indecent exposure> involves the exposure of the genitals 
by an adult Male to girls, boys and women. The exhibitionist 
experi~nces sexual excitement from the encounter <her may masturbate 
while exposing himself) and enJoys the shock of surprise of the 
onlooker. 

Molestation includes such behavior as touching, fondling or kissi.ng 
the child, especially in the breast or genital nreas, engaging in the 
11asturbation of the child or urging the child to fondle or masturbate 
the adult. 

Sexual intercourse <stntutory rape) with a child of either sex _ 
includes fellatio (oral genital contact), sodomy (anal genital contoct> 
or penile-vaginal intercourse. It may occur without physical v1olence 
through seduction, persuasio_n, bribery, the use of authority or other 
threats. 

Rape is defined as sexual 1ntercourse of attempted sexual 
intercourse without consent of the v~ctim. Even very young children 
<under 6 months have been obJects of rape, but the maJor1ty of victims 
are over 5 years of age. The perpetrators are generally younger men 
under 35 years of age. Rapists tend to approach child victims because 
they are considered less threatening to the self-confidence of the 
rapist and are unlikely to have the strength to resist. 

Child pornography is the arranging, photographing, and 
of any material involv1ng minors in sexual acts including 
children, adults or animals regardless of consent given by 
legal guardian. All materials depleting sexual activities 
children are unlawful in the United States and in Canada. 

distribution 
other 
the child's 
involving 

Child prostitution involves children in sex acts for profit. Th~ 
pract1ce generally involves frequently changing partners, and ch1ld of 
both sexes are involved in prostitution. 

The average age at which incest begins is 8 to 9 years. 
Father-daughter incest 1s the 11ost common, highlighting the fact that 

b 11 t nd e to be someone the child th~ perpetrator of sexunl a use genera y e -
knows and trusts. 



38/ 

The vast maJor 1ty of sexual assaults are against girls, although 
boys do account for about 12¾ of the vict1ms of this crime. Contrary 
to publlc opinion, sexual assault of boys are perpetrated at least as 
often by heterosexual as by homosexual male offenders. But whetner the 
victim is male of female, rape is an act of sexual dom1nation in which 
the victim feele powerless (usually because of fear of 1nJury>. Yet 
being taken unaware or being ineffectual 1n f1ght1ng back leaves the 
young victim with doubts about his or her self-esteem. Often the rape 

1 s not reported and the victim may cont1nue to suffer s1lent doubts 
about his or her normality. 

Rape of children and adolescents is viewed with particular anger by 
most societies, and the penalty for convicted offenders 1s usually more 
severe than for rape of adults. Vaginal penetration should be viewed 
as an act which 1s no more or less damaging and aggress1ve than anal 
penetration or oral-genital acts which may be forced on victims of both 
sexes <although the danger of pregnancy may make the effect of vaginal 
penetrat1on more long-lasting>. 

Child sexual abuse Is a largely hidden yet pervasive tragedy that has damaged 
the lives of tens of thousands of Canadian children and youths. For most of them, 
their needs remain unexpressed and unmet. These silent victims - and there are 
substantial numbers of them - are often those in greatest need of care and help. 
Only a few young victims of sexual offences seek assistance from the helping 
services and there are sharp disparities in the types and adequacy of the serv­
ices provided for them in different parts of the country, and even within commu­

nities. 

From "Sexual Offences Against Children". Report on the Committee on Sexual 
Offences Against Children and Youths. 

Symptoms often seen after sexual abuse are 1nd1cations of the far 
reaching psychological effects that it has on the child. Fears of 
vulnerability, of being unprotected, may also be expressed in concerns 
about being physically damaged, about feeling small or helpless, about 
not being knowledgeable or important enough to nave any control over 
events. Anxiety may take the psychosomatic form and be expressed in 
sleeping difficulties, eating disorders, vague pains or aches, Joint 
sympto•s, bedwetting and so forth. These physical symptoms are often 
the only ones noted by family, school or physic1an and the cause may go 
unnoticed. 

A aaJor fear of child victias is that of a loss of nurturance, of a 
threat to the relationships with the parents or other loved ones who 
are iaportant to the child. In preschool children this aay be 
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expressed as direct fear of loss or love and in symptoms of oral 
deprivation such as thu~b-suck1ng. In older children it aay be 
expressed as fear of loss of love and approval and great sensitivity to 
any reJection. Guild is an important part of the effects of prolonged 
sexual abuse. Unrelieved guilt aay be accompanied by anxiety or 
depression and aay give rise to secondary syaptoas of a neurotic kind. 

Loss of self-esteem or poor self-i•age often occur in even very 
young children who soaehow feel damaged or different. Often such 
children are preoccupied and have poor cognitive development and as a 
result do poorly in their school work. Most often, the preoccupation i 
with fantasies or anxiety related to the sexual abuse and its 
consequences. 

Difficulty with iapulse control is often found to be characteristic 
of sexually abused children. Such children seem to have trouble with 
delaying gratification, resisting iapulses, following social rules and 
considering the consequences of their actions. Poor impulse control 
plus angry feelings make for behavior probleae in sexually abused 
children. Feelings of anger are readily displaced to such situations 
as peer interaction. For further discussion of the long-term effects 
of the sexual abu~e of children refer to The_Common_Secret. 

CThe Common Secret) is very informative about the subJect of 
eexual abuse of children and adolescents, and should be read by 
everyone who would like to know more about 1t. Parents can protect 
their children by becoming well-informed about the subJect and passing 
such preventative knowledge on to them. Numerous case studies are 
included in the text as well as a comprehensive list of supplementary 
reading fflaterial. This book is definitely an eye-opener - don't miss 
it! A word of caution 1s in order however. Those with weak stomachs 
may find some of the factual ~ater1al offensive. 
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WOHKH'S ECONOMIC FOIUJH 

The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternative& sponsors research and 
education programs to encourage debate and promote the development of 
progressive policy alternatives. Hany of the issues addre s sed by the 
Centre are of particular interest to women. Activities have included 
a workshop on affirmative action in Toronto, a one-day seminar held in 
Ottawa on the Federal government'• agenda for change and research and 
publications on the future of work, micro- electronics, women and jobs 
and pensions, 

The Centre is hoping to hold a one-day Women's Economic Forum in the 
Fall. The idea is to present an educational-informstion workshop 
which would demyat1fy 1conomica and talk about how economic policy is 
developed, in language that we can all understand. Naturally, we 
intend to have a feminist bias, 

Depending on the response from women, we could hold such workshops in 
regional centres such as Ottawa, Toronto, Montreal, Halifax, Winnipeg 
and Vancouver. If you are interested in participating please let us 
know: 

RESPONSE FORM -- WOMEN'S ECONOMIC FORUM 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

Postal code -----------
D I am interested in the Women's Economic Forum in _.=S__:t__:._J:_o_h_n..,.'_s __ _ 

(city) 

0 I would like co find out mo re about CCPA . 

□ 
Please send me a copy(ies) of Economics Demystified: A Dictionary 
of Economic Terms for Non-Economists; payment is enclosed ($4.00 ea.). 

RETIJRN TO: 251 ouest Launer West, Suite 901, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5J6 (613) 563-1341 
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NEW N-A-C- REPRESENTATIVE 

FOR PROVINCE 

Dear NAC Members 

This letter is to introduce myself as the new NAC regional rep for New­
foundland and Labrador, I was elected by NAC delegates from this region 
at the NAC annual meeting held Hay 10-13, 1985, in Ottawa, I thank you 
for the vote of confidence and hope to represent your concerns, issues 
and requests effectively at NAC Board meetings. 

In order to do the job of regional rep effectively, I would like to 
be in regular contact with you. Enclosed is a suggested list of things 
you can do to enable me to represent you at NAC Board meetings and in 
NAC committees. Please consult this list regularly and keep me informed 
about your group and its activities, needs, and concerns. Hy address 
and phone number ares 10 Lee Street, Gander; NF, AlV 2Ll, 651-3745, 

I will also send you a report after these Board ~eetings to keep you 
informed of NAC's priorities and activities. In addition, I will probably 
call you when urgent action is required regarding some major piece of 
legislation or some important issue. I hope to meet many of you at 
women's workshops and conferences this year, and possibly to visit many 
of your groups personally. 

In solidarity 

f:-c~~~n/ 
Regional Rep 

tiOW TO GET THE HOST OF TtlE NAC CONNECTION 

1. Put your Regional Representative on your mailinr, list. 

2, Appoint a NAC liaison person to: 
a. report to the Regional Representative any concerns you want raised 

3 . 

at the national level 
b. re 3 ct MEMO carefully and be responsible for raising NAC concerns 

at the local executive/steering meeting 
c. consult other NAC groups about experiences with governmc,,t 

d. 

e. 

departments 
informn the NAC office and the Regional Representative about 
changes in officers/address, including their own appointment 
as contact person 
communicate to MEMO information to be circulated nationally; 
e.g. your group has a video others may rent or buy. 

Se nd the liaisori person to an AGH if at all possible. 

NOTICE 

MEMBERSHIP FOR THE COMING YEAR 

IS NOW DUE-

MEMBERSHIP IS 810 REGULAR, 

SS FOR STUDENTS AND UNDEREMPLOYED 

Na•e: 

Address: 

Phone: 

YES. I want to renew •Y 
•eabe:rship in St. John'a 
Status of Wo•en Counci1 
<and keep receiving •Y 
newa1etter> 
Enc1oaed is •Y aeaberehip 
fee for '85-'86 

P1aaae 
to £i11 

&end 
out 

•ea que&tionnci:re 
on •Y 

to/expectations of 
Status of Wo•en 

co11t•it•ant 
St. 'John's 

THERE WILL BE A 
AT THE WOMEN'S 

TGIF FRIDAY JUNE 28TH 
CENTER- SEE YOU THERE! 

Contributors to this aonth's newsletter were: Sharon Pope, 
Roberta Buchanan, Janet Marshall, Linda Kealey, and P. Spearns. 
The next issue will be on Pornography. All contributions 
weicoae. Deadline: Sunday June 30th. 



St. John'• Status of Woaen Council 

PO Box 6072 
St. John's AlC 5X8 

MEMBERSHIP FEES NOW DUE 
SEE PAGE 43 FOR DETAILS 

DO YOU LIKE THE NEW LOOK 
OF THE NEWSLETTER? 

HOW ABOUT A NEW NAME 
TO GO ALONG WITH IT? 

WE'RE OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS! 

THIS NEW FORMAT COSTS I 
EXTRA SSSSSS'e EVERY MONTH. f 

CAN YOU HELP OUT? 
ANY DONATION WILL DOI 

JUST SEND IT TO: 
NEWSLETTER DEVELOPMENT FUND 
PO BOX 6072 
S"r. JOHN""S., A1C sxa 




