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NDP Ca l l s  For  More  Fund ing

O N  T U E S D AY  J U N E  7 t h
1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  f e d e r a l
g o v e r n m e n t  a n n o u n c e d
a  l o n g  a w a i t e d  p l a n
f o r  t h e  f u n d i n g  o f
p r o g r a m s  f o r  b a t -
t e r e d  w o m e n .  T h i s
i n i t i a t i v e  i s  t h e
C o n s e r v a t i v e s '
a n s w e r  t o  t h e
C a n a d i a n  f a m i l y
v i o l e n c e  c r i s i s .

W h i l e  a n y  m o n e y
i s  a  s t e p  i n  t h e
r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,
N e w  D e m o c r a t s  f e e l
t h a t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  i s
a  p o o r  r e s p o n s e  t o
t h e  a c t u a l  n e e d s  o f
b a t t e r e d  w o m e n  a n d
t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  w i t h
t h e m .  B r i a n
M u l r o n e y  c e r t a i n l y
h a s n ' t  k e p t  t h e
p r o m i s e  h e  m a d e  i n
t h e  1 9 8 4  w o m e n ' s
d e b a t e ,  t h a t  h i s
g o v e r n m e n t  " w o u l d
n o t  b e  i n h i b i t e d  b y
d o l l a r  a m o u n t s "  w h e n
i t  c a m e  t o  t h e
f u n d i n g  o f  s h e l t e r s
a n d  s e r v i c e s  f o r
b a t t e r e d  w o m e n .

Marion Dewar, New 
Democrat critic for the 
Status of Women, pointed 
out at a press conference 
that the federal 
government's plan 
provides only $10 for each 
of the million women who 
are battered every year.

T h e  p r o b l e m  o f
w i f e  b a t t e r i n g  i s  a
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  o n e
i n  C a n a d a .  T h e  c o s t
o f  t h i s  v i o l e n c e
a g a i n s t  w o m e n  t o
s o c i e t y  a n d  t o  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l s  d i r e c t l y
i n v o l v e d  a r e  u n d e n -
i a b l e .  I f  w e  w a n t

t o  s i g n i fi c a n t l y
r e d u c e  o r  p r e v e n t
f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t
m u s t  t a k e  a  r e a l
l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n
p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e
f u n d i n g .

The Conservative initiative 
would create 500 new 
spaces in emergency 
shelters across the country 
over the next four years. 
New Democrats have 
estimated that the actual 
need for spaces is closer 
to 2,800 units. This number 
would double the number 
of spaces presently 
available to battered 
women and their children.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f
H e a l t h  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n -
t a t i o n  o f  t h i s
i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h e
H o n .  J a k e  E p p ,  w a s
u n a b l e  t o  g u a r a n t e e
t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c e s
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Caucus Notes

N A C  L o b b y

O n  M a y  1 6 t h ,  E d
B r o a d b e n t ,  l e a d e r  o f
t h e  N D P ,  M a r i o n
D e w a r ,  N e w  D e m o c r a t
c r i t i c  f o r  w o m e n ' s
i s s u e s ,  a n d  1 7
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N D P
C a u c u s  m e t  w i t h  o v e r
1 0 0  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m
t h e  N a t i o n a l  A c t i o n
C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e
S t a t u s  o f  W o m e n ' s
A n n u a l  G e n e r a l
M e e t i n g .

E d  B r o a d b e n t  g a v e
h i s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o
N A C ' s  p l a n s  t o  h o l d
a n o t h e r  l e a d e r s '
d e b a t e  d u r i n g  t h e
n e x t  f e d e r a l
e l e c t i o n .  A s  w e l l ,
B r o a d b e n t  s t a t e d
t h a t  N e w  D e m o c r a t s
s u p p o r t e d  N A C  a n d
m a n y  o t h e r  w o m e n ' s
g r o u p s  i n  w e l c o m i n g
t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t
d e c i s i o n  o n  a b o r t i o n
d e c l a r i n g  C a n a d a ' s
a b o r t i o n  l a w s
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .

T o p i c s  r a i s e d  b y
t h e  N A C  d e l e g a t e s
i n c l u d e d  i s s u e s  s u c h
a s  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t
w o m e n ,  r e f u g e e  a n d
i m m i g r a t i o n  p o l i c y ,
t a x  r e f o r m ,  t h e
r e i n s t a t e m e n t  o f
n a t i v e  w o m e n  a n d  t h e
M u l r o n e y  t r a d e  d e a l .

R e p r o d u c t i v e
T e c h n o l o g y

T h e  N D P  C a u c u s
r e c e n t l y  a d o p t e d  a
p o l i c y  o n  r e p r o d -
u c t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y .
G i v e n  t h e  m a j o r
s o c i e t a l  c h a n g e s
t h a t  c o u l d  o c c u r
w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t
o f  n e w  r e p r o d u c t i v e
t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  t h e
l a c k  o f  n a t i o n a l
s t a n d a r d s  a n d  e t h i c s
t o  g u i d e  c u r r e n t
p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e  N e w
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y
C a u c u s  s u p p o r t s  t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a
R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n  t o
s t u d y  t h e  i m p l i c -
a t i o n s  o f  n e w
r e p r o d u c t i v e
t e c h n o l o g i e s .

T h i s  R o y a l
C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  b e
c o m p o s e d  o f  a t  l e a s t
5 0 %  w o m e n  a n d  s h o u l d
e n d o r s e  e q u a l i t y  a s
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e
C a n a d i a n  C h a r t e r  o f
R i g h t s  a n d  t h e
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
C o n v e n t i o n s  o n
e q u a l i t y .

D a y  C a r e  L o b b y

T h e  N D P  C a u c u s
m e t  w i t h  d e l e g a t e s
o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  D a y
C a r e  A d v o c a c y
A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  t h e y
h e l d  a  l o b b y  o f  a l l
t h r e e  p a r t i e s  o n
P a r l i a m e n t  H i l l .

New Democrats expressed their support for the CDACA goal to establish a 
national system of affordable, accessible, non-profit and quality child care.

C o n g r e s s  o f  B l a c k
Women

The National Council of the 
Congress of Black Women 
took advantage of a board 
meeting held in Ottawa to 
meet with several 
members of the New 
Democratic Caucus on 
February 29, 1988. Issues 
of concern to black women, 
such as racism, refugee 
and immigration policy, 
childcare, the Mulroney 
trade deal and employment 
were discussed.

NATIONAL 
ACTION 
COMMITTEE 
ON THE 
STATUS OF 
WOMEN
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N a t i v e  W o m e n

Committee Reviews Bill C-31

IN MARCH OF this year, 
the Standing Committee 
on Northern and Indian 
Affairs began a review of 
the implementation of 
Bill C-31, the 1985 
legislation that finally 
removed many 
discriminatory clauses of 
the Indian Act. Bill C-31 
was particularly 
important as it aimed to 
restore Indian Status to 
thousands of native 
women, and to their 
children, who lost their 
status after marrying 
nonnatives.

Many concerns have 
been raised in the 
Committee by witnesses 
from all parts of the 
country. The problems 
with the implementation 
of Bill C-31 range from a 
bureaucratic backlog in 
the processing of 
applications to the 
inadequate allocation of 
resources for housing 
and social programs for 
members returning to 
reserves and limited 
education funds for 
reinstated natives.

J i m  F u l t o n , M . P . ,
t h e  N e w  D e m o c r a t
m e m b e r  o f  t h e
S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e

on Aboriginal Affairs, 
pushed very hard to 
ensure that the 
committee would 
conduct this review after 
a 9 month period of 
inactivity. He has also 
insisted that the 
Conservative dominated 
committee present a 
report to the Indian 
Affairs Minister, Bill 
McKnight, in June. If the 
witnesses' evidence was 
fully listened to, the 
report should be highly 
critical of the Mulroney 
government's approach 
to Bill C-31.

N e w  D e m o c r a t s
r e c o g n i z e  t h e
p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f
B i l l  C - 3 1 ;  i t  e n d e d
s e x u a l  d i s c r i m i n -
a t i o n  i n  t h e  I n d i a n
A c t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e
l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e
r e s o u r c e s  c o m m i t t e d
t o  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e
i n t e n t  o f  t h i s
l e g i s l a t i o n  m e a n s
t h a t  t h e  n e w  l a w
h a s  n o t  b e e n  a p p l i e d
i n  a  f a i r  a n d
e q u i t a b l e  w a y  f o r
n a t i v e  w o m e n .

N e w  D e m o c r a t s
t h i n k  i t  i s  t i m e
f o r  t h e  M u l r o n e y
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  m e e t
i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o
o u r  N a t i v e  p e o p l e
a n d  t o  p u t  a d e q u a t e
r e s o u r c e ~  i n  t h e
a r e a s  o f  h o u s i n g ,
p o s t - s e c o n d a r y
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n  t h e
s i m p l e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  O n l y
t h i s  w i l l  e n s u r e
t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t e
f u n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e
s o  t h a t  w o m e n  w h o
h a v e  fi n a l l y
r e g a i n e d  t h e i r
r i g h t s ,  b y  l a w ,  c a n
t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f
t h e m .

P r o g r e s s  m u s t
a l s o  o c c u r  i n  t h e
a r e a s  o f  n a t i v e
s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a n d
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f
l a n d  c l a i m s .  T h e
N a t i v e  a n d  I n u i t
p e o p l e s  o f  t h i s
c o u n t r y  h a v e  a  r i g h t
t o  a  l i f e  o f
d i g n i t y ,  r e s p e c t  a n d
j u s t i c e .  N e w
D e m o c r a t s  a r e
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e s e
g o a l s  a n d  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  p r e s s
f o r  t h e  f u l l
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f
a b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s  i n
C a n a d a .
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Battered Women
( cont' d)

w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e
o n g o i n g  f u n d i n g
n e e d e d  t o  r u n  t h e s e
n e w  u n i t s .  O p e r a t -
i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i s  a
p r o v i n c i a l  r e s p o n s -
i b i l i t y .  W i t h o u t
t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f
t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,
s h e l t e r s  w i l l  n o t  b e
a b l e  t o  a d d  t h e  o n e
u n i t  t h e y  m a y
r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

Women who are battered 
have a diversity of needs. 
Their children often

have witnessed violence 
and they need programs 
geared to their situations.
Often, battered women 
have very limited 
financial resources. They 
may need a job and 
affordable housing as 
well as counselling and 
support programs to help 
them through the judicial 
system. Second stage 
housing is also very 
much in need to facilitate 
a woman's return to

the community. Nothing 
the federal government 
has announced will 
adequately address 
these issues. Brian 
Mulroney promised 
Canadian women he 
would make family 
violence a priority Yet his 
government is planning 
to spend $8 billion on 
nuclear submarines and 
only $40 million on 
women who are battered 
every day in this country.

F e d e r a l  C o u r t  r u l i n g

M a t e r n i t y  B e n e fi t s  U p h e l d
I N  A  R U L I N G  o f  t h e
F e d e r a l  C o u r t  o f
C a n a d a  o n  J u n e  8 t h
1 9 8 8 ,  J u s t i c e  B a r r y
S t r a y e r  u p h e l d  t h e
p r i n c i p l e  t h a t
m a t e r n i t y  b e n e fi t s
m u s t  b e  e x c l u s i v e l y
a v a i l a b l e  t o  w o m e n
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r
s p e c i fi c  n e e d  t o
r e c o v e r  f r o m
c h i l d b i r t h .

J u s t i c e  S t r a y e r
a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e
r i g h t  o f  e i t h e r
p a r e n t  t o  a  p e r i o d
o f  p a r e n t a l  l e a v e
f o r  t h e  c a r e  a n d
n u r t u r i n g  o f  a
n e w b o r n .

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s
a  m a j o r  v i c t o r y  f o r
C a n a d i a n  w o m e n  a s  i t
r e a f fi r m e d  w o m e n ' s
r i g h t s  t o  m a t e r n i t y
b e n e fi t s  w h i l e  a t
t h e  s a m e  t i m e  o p e n -
i n g  t h e  d o o r  f o r
f a t h e r s  t o  p l a y  a
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e
i n  c h i l d c a r e .

New Democrats have 
urged the Conservative 
government not to appeal 
this decision. Rather, the 
NDP would like to see the 
introduction of 
amendments to the U.I. Act 
that would

p r e s e r v e  t h e  p r e s e n t
m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e
p r o v i s i o n s  a n d
c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l
p a r e n t a l  b e n e fi t s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  e i t h e r
p a r e n t .  T h i s  w o u l d
r e p r e s e n t  a  p o s i t i v e
s t e p  i n  r e c o g n i z i n g
f u l l y  t h e  r o l e  o f
w o m e n  i n  c h i l d b i r t h
a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  b o t h
p a r e n t s  i n  n u r t u r i n g
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

I F  Y O U  W O U L D  l i k e
t o  a d d  a  f r i e n d ' s
n a m e  o r  t h a t  o f  a
w o m e n ' s  g r o u p  t o  o u r ~
m a i l i n g  l i s t ,  p l e a s e
w r i t e  t o :

Marion Dewar, M.P.
903 Confederation 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K]A 0A6

N o  p o s t a g e  i s
r e q u i r e d  f o r  l e t t e r s
a d d r e s s e d  t o  a
M e m b e r  o f
P a r l i a m e n t .
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