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U.I. update

Massive changes in the Unemployment
Insurance program were announced by
Employment and Immigration (and Status
of Women) Minister Barbara McDoucall
in April 1989.

NDP status of women critic Dawn Black
was vocal about the effects of the
U.I. changes on women during Question
Period. She also included information
about these changes for the use of
women and women's groups in the
special budget edition of the Women's
Report of April 1989.

Dawn pointed out that women experience
a higher unemployment rate than men,
and are therefore in greater need of
the U.I. system. She spoke out against
the harsh penalties that will rob
women of the benefits they themselves
paid for through premiums if an
employment officer decides that a
woman left her job without just cause.
Some women are bound to fall between
the cracks of this draconian labour
scheme, and be deprived of benefits if
they leave a job because of sexual
harassment, sexist treatment, or to
move to be with a spouse. The most
disadvantaged women - poor women,
Native women, disabled women,
immigrant women - those who are most
alienated from the system, may not be
aware that they could or may not feel
confident to take on the unemployment
insuran~e bureaucracy in an appeal.
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The 15% increase in U.I. premiums 1is
harder on women, who tend to be poorer
than men.

The government was finally forced to
give natural fathers parental leave
through the U.I. system through the
efforts of Shalom Schachter, who took
the federal government to court on
this issue. At the same time, the
government reduced parental leave for
adoptive parents from 15 weeks to 10
weeks.

Il

The piece of legislation that will
make these changes law is currently
passing through the House of Commons.
New Democrat Members of Parliament are
speaking against the legislation.
Because there is a Conservative
majority, the legislation will
probably pass in autumn 1989.

New Democrats are joining with others
to demand public consultations on U.I.
Unemployment Insurance is
unfortunately only one of the many
social programs and services cut back
or eliminated after free trade. We
must continue to oppose the erosion of
our social programs.

Women's Report is the quarterly publication of Dawn Black, M.P.
(New Westminster-Burnaby), New Democratic Party critic for the

status of women.

It is a resource for women and women's groups to

keep track of Dawn’'s activities, and of events of interest in the

House of Commons.

Next issue: September/October 1989
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Health and Welfare Minister Perrin
Beatty made two recent statements
about family violence. One was an
announcement of the projects funded
under last year’'s initiatives.

In June of last year, the government
announced the Family Violence

Initiatives,

which allocated $40

million to battered women over a
period of four years. This amounts to
$10 per battered woman per year. Only
a little over half of the money was
allocated to shelter. The $40 million
includes funds for academic-style
research on battering.

MP blasts ruling
on battering

Mr. Beatty has now promised battered
women a national strategy against wife
assault, to be announced in Spring
1990. He would not say how much money,
if any, would be involved, nor what
this strategy will entail.

If you are unsure as to whether Mr.
Beatty can come up with an effective
strategy, or are concerned that this
family violence strategy will go the
way of the national child care
strategy, you can write to Mr. Beatty
postage-free at the House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6.

By Paul Gessell
Citizen staff wnter

A decision this week by ao Ot-
tawa judge to give a 90-day sen-
tence to a man who severely beat
his wife provoked protest in the
Commons on Friday.

“Sometimes judges may think
they are preserving the family
unit by handing down lenient sen-
tences,” said Dawn Black, the
New Democratic Party's status of
women critic. “But the family
unit ls already destroyed by vio-
leace.”

The British Columbia MP's re-
marks were prompted by the sen-
tence given Oresto Capretta of
Ottawa for beating his wife, Fran-
ca, oo the head with a baseball
bat in 1986. The beating left the
woman unconscious for a month.

Ottawa district court Judge Ed-
ward Houston declined the
Crown’s plea for a tougher sen-
tence, saying the husband was the
family's sole breadwinner.

“I'm sure all right-thinking peo-
ple in the community find this
conduct abhorrent,” Houston said
“But undoubtedly the family unit
would be at least to some extent
destroyed (by a harsher
sentence).”

Black said- she disagrees with
such judgments.

k& Sometimes judges
may think they are
preserving the family
unit by handing down
lenient sentences. 99

—Dawn Black
NOP MP

“Sometimes judges may think
lenient sentences are appropriate
because the batterer is the bread-
winper. But it s dangerous for
women and children to be finan-
cially dependent oo a batterer.”
Forty per cent of all bomicides
in this country involve domestic
violence, Black noted. “Women
peed economic equality, not de-
pendence on abusers.”
+ The Ottawa case ls indicative

of a natiopal problem, she said la-

The solution, she added, is to
educate women, their abusers, the
judlciary and members of the
public about the problem of fami-
ly viclence.

Additlonally, more money
should be speot to establish tran-
sition houses.

Article reprinted with the permission
of The Ottawa Citizen. First appeared

in the Citizen on May 27, 1989.
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Women are continuing to fight Canada’s
first federal budget after free trade,
a budget that has put intec effect
everything women’s groups had warned
about: erosion of social programs,
including unemployment insurance,
pensions, Family Allowance, health
care and education funding, child
care, and funding for the necessary
work of community groups. Other
consequences of the free trade budget
include a regressive sales tax that
penalizes the poor, most of whom are
women, cuts to services such as VIA
Rail, and a continuing government
commitment to privatization.

The Get the Budget on Track campaign,
organized by the National Action
Committee on the Status of Women
(NAC), crossed Canada to call
attention to the budget that is a
devastating blow to women. Many other
groups participated in the campaign,
including Native, labour, peace,
rural, and anti-poverty organizations.
The majority of Canadians will be hard
hit by the budget measures, but many
will not realize it until the 9%
federal sales tax on a wide range of
items will kick in in January 1991, or
until they try to access a needed
service and find it is no longer
there.

Dawn Black, NDP status of women
critic, released a special edition of
the Women'’s Report on women and the
budget in April 1989, when the budget
was dropped on Canadians. A limited
number of copies are still available
from Dawn Black, M.P., House of
Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, KlA OA6.

Funding cuts to women':

groups
< . ‘-o.'
aes ¢ o °.

Question in committee, June 8, 1989

Ms Black: You spoke about your commitment tn
women’s equality and the commitment of this
government to women's equalily [ would like to ask how
the funding cuts to the women’s programs advance that
cause; how you can rationaiize those funding cuts

Excerpt from Status of Women Minister
Barbara McDougall’s answer:

Mrs. McDougall:

Our hope 1s that over ime we can do more for women
Rut it 15 just not realistic 1o suggest that women do not
have a tole to play in overall national ohjectives; and one
of them is to bring down the debt and to hiing down the
deficit We cannot hring in a massive child care program
unless we have <ume cantrnl over the deficit and the debt
It is in women s interests that we o that It is in women s
interests that we ensure the future of our social programs
And we cannot do that as long as the interest continues to
spiral out of control That 5 not partisan. that is
arithmetic

If you would rather see the
Conservative government control the
debt and deficit some other way than
on the backs of women and children,
please tell Status of Women Minister
Barbara McDougall so, at House of
Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, KlA 0A6. You

can write to her postage-free.
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Reproductive choice: The struggle continues

This session has been a particularly
busy one with the Supreme Court
Borowski decision, in which it decided
not to rule on "fetal rights*, and the
Law Reform Commission's
recommendations to recriminalize
abortion and make women liable to
charges of criminal negligence against
the fetus they are carrying.

Justice Minister Doug Lewis has been
evasive on whether the government
would bring in another abortion law.
It is now not likely until September.
Dawn Black, NDP status of women eritic
has spoken in favour of choice both
inside and outside the House of
Commons. However, the government is
under a lot of pressure from its own
backbenchers, and anti-choice cabinet
ministers.

Government is also inundated with
anti-choice letters. If you know that
recriminalization of abortion is not
the way to reduce unwanted pregnancies
and the suffering that goes with them,
but reinstating the $61 000 cuts to
Planned Parenthood over the last four
years is, and providing real economic
choices for women is; if you believe
that women are responsible enough to
make our own choices about our bodies
and our lives, please write to your
Member of Parliament and tell her/him
so0, and to Doug Lewis, Minister of
Justice, House of Commons. Letters to
M.P.s are postage-free.

-

Girve
Jim Jordan (Leeds-Grenville)

compassionate means,

equality for women.

N

The following Members of Parliament spoke out against choice in
the House of Commons so far this session:

Réginald Bélair (Cochrane-Superior) Liberal

Don Boudria (Glengarry-Prescott-Russell) Liberal
Suzanne Duplessis (Louis-Hébert) Conservative

Fretz (Erie) Conservative

Liberal

Francis LeBlanc (Cape Breton Highlands-Canso) Liberal
Rey Pagtakhan (Winnipeg North) Liberal

The New Democratic Party is the only political party represented
in the House of Commons with a clear policy against the

recriminalization of abortion.
trying to reduce the numbers of abortions through practical and
such as pressing for safe,
contraception and family planning education, and economic

\

New Democrat M.P.s have been

effective

NON-ISSUES IN PARLIAMENT

THIS SESSION

'Q....0.00.Q..00.0..000.0
Page 4

Neither the flawed pornography
bill, nor the broadcasting act
(which included an equality
clause) have been reintroduced
this session. Child care has been
put on the back burner (see
article page 5), and abortion is
being avoided by government. New
Democrat Members of Parliament
have been keeping some of these
issues, and many others the
government would rather forget,
alive in the House of Commons.



R.E.A.L. Women: The continuing story

Just before the government cut Women's
Program funding by 15 percent, it
granted $21,212 to R.E.A.L. Women for
a conference entitled "Equality
Revisted", held at the end of April
1989.

apparently told by & naic psychiatrist
that children in child - re would
become partial psychopaths. Former
R.E.A.L. Women President Gwen Landolt,
as a part of her arguments against
women’s full participation in the
armed forces, said that women in the
Soviet army were shot if they became
involved with male armed forces
personnel. During the conference, the
credibility of every female Supreme
Court Justice was attacked.

Dawn Black, M.P., NDP status of women
critic, told the House of Commons that
this clearly represented the
government’s plan for women:
back-to-the kitchen agenda."

"It is a

When the conference funding was
announced, Dawn wrote a letter of
protest to Secretary of State Gerry

Weiner. Having received little Copies of letters from Mr. Weiner's
cooperation from the Secretary of office one month after the conference
State’s office on the matter, she still claimed that the conference
applied for all the documentation funding was consistent with the

the decision to grant
through Access to

She shared this
information with women’'s groups who
had written to her to protest the
funding, and with other groups who
expressed an interest in it.

relating to
these funds
Information.

government's commitment to equality
for women,

Dawn received a warm reaction from
women and women's groups for her
efforts to ensure that no group that
was not strictly an equality-seeking
group would obtain government funding.
However one newspaper columnist called
her unfair and undemocratic, and she
received telephone calls at her
constituency office calling her a

Dawn also submitted a motion to the
House of Commons to the effect that
"the government should refuse funding
to groups that are actively working
Nazi.

against women'’s equality as guaranteed
in The Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms..." She also questioned
Secretary of State Gerry Weiner on the
funding in a House of Commons Standing
Committee meeting.

Dawn informed Status of Women Minister
Barbara McDougall in committee of the
report of the conference she had
obtained from the National Action
Committee on the Status of Women.
one workshop, participants were

In

Many people still do not
understand that Secretary of State
does not have a mandate to fund all
women'’s groups, but only those who
work towards equality.

We must continue to fight the
government'’'s attack on the women's
movement, and on women's equality.
Write to Secretary of State Gerry
Weiner at the House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6,
postage-free. Don’'t let the issue die.

Bill C-24 is a piece of proposed
legislation that seeks to remove the
discrimination in survivors benefits
laws. Simply stated, it will restore
pension benefits to about 6,700
spouses of deceased public service
employees and other federal personnel
(military, RCMP, etc.) who lost these
benefits when they remarried.

The Federal Superannuates National
Association had recently begun a court
challenge under the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms because the old
superannuation arrangements
discriminated on the basis of age and
marital status.

The old superannuation legislation
basically assumed that a woman'’s
husband would take care of her.
Therefore the pension she received

upon the death of her spouse was taken

away from her if she remarried. Women
lived common-law for fear of losing
their pensions.

New pension legislation

C-24 also eliminates the penalty for
survivors who were more than 20 years
younger than the deceased.

Pension reform is essential for
women'’s economic security. One in two
unattached women over 65 is poor.

Unfortunately, C-24 does not provide
for retroactivity. Survivors who
remarried can apply for their pension,
but will not receive reimbursement for
the years they were not receiving the
pension. It also does not provide for
fair, systematic treatment of
common-law spouses.

Jack Whittaker, M.P., NDP seniors and
pensions critic, has supported C-24,
but has brought up the many concerns
not addressed by the bill.
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All we ever asked for was a decent
child care system. The Conservative

government answered us with The Canada

Child Care Act and tax breaks, which
would not have created the necessary
number of spaces to meet the demand.
The Act died when the Conservatives
called the 1988 election, and now
after being elected with another
majority government, they have pushed
child care right off the agenda. A
child care bill will not be introduced
this year. Mothers who are forced onto
social assistance because of a serious
lack of subsidized spaces will have to
wait until the next election.

To protest the lack of government
commitment to child care, Joy Langan,
NDP social policy critic, participated
in the child care bake-off organized
by the Canadian Day Care Advocacy

Child care:
postponed indefinitely

Association and the National Action
Committee on the Status of Women
(NAC). She sent her home-baked cookies
to Finance Minister Michael Wilson,
and to the members of the press
gallery, with a note demanding that
the Conservatives "meet the real needs
of Canadian families for affordable,
and accessible quality child care*
rather than child care centres having
to rely on bake sales to meet their
budgets.

The Minister to write to about child
care is the Hon. Perrin Beatty,
Minister of Health and Welfare, House
of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0AS.
Send your letter postage-free. Mr.
Beatty is former Minister of National
Defence. Send a copy of your letter,
postage-free, to Joy Langan, M.P., at
the House of Commons.

Language training for immigrant women

Having met only with inaction from
the government, immigrant women and
LEAF are taking the federal
government to court to obtain justice
for immigrant women in the area of
language training.

Employment and Immigration Canada
provides the only full-time
job-oriented language training
program with a basic living
allowance, and transportation and
child care allowances. Although these
allowances are inadequate, they
provide necessary income support for
persons who would otherwise have to
go without income during a period of
language training. Going without any
income is not an option for most
immigrant women and their families.

The system effectively screens women
out of this program. The large
majority of Family Class and Assisted
Relative immigrants are women. They
are not eligible for the basic
allowance. The sexist attitudes of
employment officers have prevented

many immigrant women from being
referred to language training because
officers deem it unnecessary.
Knowledge of an official language is
essential in the integration of
immigrants into Canadian society.
Without it, they are isolated, and
locked into job ghettos.

Because of free trade, jobs in the
textile and clothing industries have
already been lost. These are
industries in which immigrant women
with low levels of official language
ability are concentrated. Not only
will these immigrant women find a
greatly reduced unemployment
insurance system, but many will find
themselves screened out of a language
training program that might enable
them to find a better job.

Immigrant and visible minority women
have developed a strong organization
in recent years, and have put these
issues on the agenda. Dawn Black, NDP
status of women critic, has brought
up the issues of jobs and language
training for immigrant women in the
House of Commons.
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Women losing jobs
in fish-processing industries

65-70% of the workers in the British
Columbia fishing industry are women,
many are Native and immigrant women.
These are union jobs; the average wage
is $13.50/hour. They are jobs now
being lost to the United States.

On the east coast, because of cuts in
cod quota, Newfoundland's largest fish
company is planning layoffs. There are
also plant closures and reductions of
operations at fish-processing plants
in Nova Scotia. Women form the large
majority of workers in the east coast
fish-processing plants as well.

The Conservative government, through
its mismanagement of fisheries, is
costing women their jobs. Women's
livelihoods are being destroyed in
economically depressed regions, where
jobs are scarce. Women are losing
their employment at a time when
government is chopping the
Unemployment Insurance program.

Tom Siddon is Minister of Fisheries
and Oceans. His address is House of
Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, KI1A 0A6.

Excerpt from House
of Commons Debates
June 21, 1989

OFFICIAL REPORT
(HANSARD)

CANADA

N

€ T

Ms, Dawn Mack (New Westminster —Burnahy):

The fishing industre 16 o ven o moadnsen iy
home province of Brtsh Cohmnbi Ve s COSSIVE
years of both Conservivtive and | el ismanagement
the Canadian fishing industry 15 reatlv =k now, hoth
on the Fast Coast and the West € st of + anada, Why
arc they in danger? This is becanse the © onservative
Government decided to put the needs of the Canadian

people and the Canadian workers last.

On the East Coast, overfishing has meant massive
lay-offs. Those who fish have lost their incomes. Fish
plants are shutting down, processing jobs are lost. What
has the Government done to help these laid off workers?
It reduced their henefits. ‘The Minister talks about
retraining but, Mr. Speaker, retraining for what? Where
are the jobs in these small coastal communities?

Ihe Minister knows that 70 per cent of those who arc
employed in the fish processing industry are women and
many of them wvisible minority women. Why has the
Government chosen to attack the regions of Canada,
attack the fragile resource industries of our country?
Why has the Government allowed these jobs to he
stolen from Canadian working women? ‘The Govern-
ment has introduced changes to our uncmployment
msurance program which may force these women and
therr tanlies on to the welfare system.

I wonder whether the Government thinks that it is
some kind of accident that the countries with the most
progressive unemployment insurance programs also
have the lowest rates of nnemployment? Countries hike
Sweden, Austrin and Switzetlund, all with truly progres-
sive unemployment insurance programs, have uncmiploy-

) ment rates of less than 5 per cent,

Why has the Government again found it
necessity to hinance s agenda on the backs of the
average and lower-income Cunadian familics? What
henehit can come of this for Canadan people? None.
Waorking people pay mote when the lories are in power
and they recene less and less, We have o Government
which sard socul progeams were a saceed trnst. We have

4 Government which chooses not to inform Canadians
durmg an clecnon of ws plans 10 stash our socil
programs. We have a Government that invokes closure
after only one day of debate on such o fundamental
change to our soctal contract in Canada. 1os s flawed
legistation. Teas o sad ume for all Canadians

New Reproductive Technology:

Nowhere to be found

A Royal Commission of inquiry into new

reproductive technologies was
announced in the April 1989 Throne
Speech. Since then Dawn Black, NDP
status of women critic, searched
through the budget allocations for
Royal Commissions and other
commissions of inquiry for 1989-90,

and found no budget allocation to the

Royal Commission on NRTs. There has
been no word so far on the
appointments to or the terms of
reference of the Commission.

Dawn Black questioned Status of Women

Minister Barbara McDougall about it,
but Mrs. McDougall said it was the
"Prime Minister'’'s prerogative*, and

that he would get around to naming the

commission.

Dawn will continue to pursue the
matter, and has also consistently
insisted that at least half of those
appointed to the Royal Commission are
women, that all of the commissioners
are aware that women have the right to
decide the fate of our own bodies,
that the commissioners not be made up
of only representatives of the legal
and medical professions, but of
women's groups, that women’s groups be
consulted, and that the Commission
travel across the country so that
women do not have to bear the expense
of travelling to appear before the
Commission.

The person to write to postage-free on
+this issue is Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney, House of Commons, Ottawa,
Ontario, K1A 0A6.
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Prison reform for wome

A long time in coming

The Kingston Prison for Women (P4W) is
the only federal penal institution for
women in Canada. It is a maximum
security prison, housing maximum,
medium and minimum security prisoners,
because women in Canada are not
provided with the same prison services
as men.

All thirteen studies of the P4W, over
many years, have recommended that it
be closed. It is a mind-deadening

place. It is not designed to promote
renewal, or make a transition into a
new life.

The Canadian Association of Elizabeth
Fry Society states that women
prisoners are likely to be young,
poor, Native, "undereducated",
"unskilled®, victims of physical and
sexual abuse, addicted to
drugs/alcohol, emotionally/financially
dependent on abusive male partners,
and charged with property
(non-violent) crimes.

An estimated 90% of the inmate
population have been the victims of
sexual/physical abuse, yet there is
apparently only one therapist versed
in these issues for the entire prison
population of about 140 women.

P4W is understaffed. It is also a
victim of the Tory restraint policy.
Correctional Service received no
increase in funding.

Women prisoners have written of
self-mutilation, suicide, and becoming
alienated from their families because
women from all across Canada are
incarcerated so far away from their
own provinces and communities. They
speak of severe difficulties in trying
to see a case management officer to
make a phone call to their children.
Native women, who form a
disproportionate percentage of the

7

prlsoﬂ population, lose touch with

their culture.

Two New Democrat Members of Parliament
recently visited P4W and questioned
sanior Correctional Service officials
over the deplorable conditions they
found there. They were Dawn Black,
stlatus of women critic, and John
Brewin, critic for Solicitor General.

In the House of Commons Standing
Committee on Justice and Solicitor
General, Dawn Black brought up the
inadequacy of services for women
prisoners, the total lack of
French-language sexual assault therapy
and drug/alcohol recovery services
even for women who are unilingual
francophones from Quebec, and the
oppression of Native women. John
Brewin brought up the fact that every
study of P4W in the past 20 years
recommended its closure, and demanded
action from Correctional Service
Canada.

A Task Force report on female
offenders is due to be completed on
December 15, 1989. There is no
guarantee of whether the
recommendations will be implemented,
or at what time.

Dawn Black and John Brewin will
continue to press for fairness for
women prisoners, and all New Democrat
M.P.s will work with you to change the
social and economic conditions that
lead to imprisonment. The Solicitor
General for Canada is Doug Lewis. His
address is House of Commons, Ottawa,
Ontario, K1A 0A6.

Throughout the Women'’s Report, names
and addresses of Ministers are given
for you to write to if you have the
time. Unfortunately, for so many women
who are doing two or more jobs, paid
and unpaid, we do not have the time or
energy to lobby Members of Parliament
or Ministers. However, it is important
to have a strong voice, vocal at the
level of elected politics.

If you would like to be on our mailing list, or you wish to
inform us of a change of address, or have comments about the
Women's Report, please write to Dawn Black, M.P., House of

Commons, Ottawa, Ontario,

K1A OA6.
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Ontario F(dt(‘.‘llu)n of Labour Women's Committee

DO YOU KNOW YOUR JOB?
Asks the Pay Equity Commission

How well can you describe your job?
Have you ever described it in detail?
Have you ever defined your job accord-
ing to skill, effort, responsibility and
working conditions, as required by the
Pay Equity Act.

If you are like most women, you
probably have not. That’'s too bad
because many women are now being
asked to complete a description of their
job for pay equity purposes and they
simply don’t know how.

Writing about one’s job is a skill that
generally seems to have been neglected.
However, achieving pay equity depends
on this one key step: You must be able to
describe your job with accurate, up-to-
date information and write about it in a
way that is bias free.

It sounds harder than it actually is.
Gender neutrality is a new idea that is
slowly but surely becoming understood.
You can be a part of the learning process
by carefully assessing and choosing the
words and phrases you use to describe
your job.

The following guidelines will help you
to describe your job in a gender-neutral

way:

Sister Muriel Collins, CUPE, Local 79, 1989's
Woman of Distinction for the category
“Labour’’ presented by the YWCA.

1. Don't underdescribe and conse-
quently undervalue your job — not
enough detail may wrongly detract
from the importance of a specific task
or responsibility. For example, don't
overlook if you:

® train and orient new staff

® provide service to several people or
departments and work under many
simultaneous deadlines

® provide emotional support to
patients, children or institutional-
ized people

® deal with stress from open office
noise, crowded conditions or pro-
duction noise.

2. Include all aspects of your job — don't
judge that some duties are too
insignificant to mention. You may be
selling yourself short.

3. Describe the job, not vourself — for
example, you can state vou ‘‘work
with minimum supervision™ but not
vou ‘“‘need minimum supervision”'.

4. Use active verbs such as assigns,
charts, compiles, reports and sche-

dules to describe your duties and be
specific about what you do. For
example, say you “Review, purchase
and maintain inventory of office
supplies” instead of you *“Order office
supplies”.

5. Re-evaluate your job title for accuracy
and gender neutrality — for example,
you are a “‘cleaner” or “maintenance
worker” not a cleaning lady.

Although theoretically it is your job
that is being assessed, it is really the
words you use to describe your job that
will be evaluated. The language and
detail you use to describe what you do
will directly determine the value of your
work. So know your job — especially on
paper.

If you need more details or material on
writing a non-bias job description (which
includes a list of active verbs that you
may apply to your job) or additional
information on implementing pay equity,
call the Pay Equity Commission at (416)
481-4464. We are here to help you make
pay equity a reality.

Supreme Court makes
two landmc vk rulings

Hailed as two major victories for women,
the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that
employers are guilty of sexual discrimina-
tion if they tolerate sexual harassment on
the job or treat pregnant women differ-
ently from other workers.

The court ruled unanimously on an
appeal by two Winnipeg waitresses that
sexual harassment is a form of sexual
discrimination and that employers who
tolerate it must take the blame.

“When sexual harassment occurs in
the workplace, it is an abuse of both
economic and sexual power”, said Chief
Justice Brian Dickson. The Supreme
Court upheld an earlier Mantoba
Human Rights Adjudicator’s ruling.

In a second decision, Chief Justice
Dickson took the rare step of reversing a
1978 ruling that allowed employers to
ex.iude pregnant women from company
accident and sickness plans.

“Pregnancy discrimination is a form of
sexual discrimination because of the
basic biological fact that only women
have the capacity to become pregnant,”
said Dickson. His decision restored the
right of three Brandon Manitoba cashiers
to receive compensation for unrelated
illness during their pregnancies.

Both of these decisions will have a
tremendous impact on sexual equality
across Canada.

CUPW announces child care study

After extensive debate, the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) has
reached an agreement with Canada Post
to study members’ child care needs and
availability of child care facilities.
Canada Post will hire a consulting firm,
DPA Group Inc. The right to a study was
won by both CUPW and LCUC in the
last round of negotiations.



Ontario ILGWU members elect
first woman president

The Ontario District Council of the
International Ladies’ Garment Workers
Union elected its first woman president.
Sister Mary Said won by a narrow
majority after the third ballot in the
March 16 election.

Sister Said, a member of Local 14,is a
sewing machine operator at Omega
Sportswear in Toronto. She became
active in her union when she helped
organize her co-workers at Omega in
1981. She was elected as the local's

Steward in 1982, and after negotiating
their first contract became Chief Steward
in 1985.

In 1986, Sister Said was elected to the
District Council in Ontario and became
the Council’s Recording Secretary.
Beginning a three-year term as president,
Sister Said says, *“‘In these times of free
trade, it is more important than ever that
we stick together. I am looking forward
to the challenges ahead.”

Queen’s Park has lost touch

The Canadian Union of Public
Employees Local 79 has launched a
campaign protesting cutbacks in funding
to Metro Municipal Daycare Centers and
the Metro Homes for the Aged.

Despite the fact that more than 1,000
old people are on waiting lists for Metro’s
homes for the aged and more than 4,000
eligible kids are waiting for subsidized
spaces in Metro's daycare centres, the
province’s cutbacks leaves Metro more
than $12 million short for these services.
CUPE 79 is asking for your help to put
the politicians back in touch.

® Let them know you want to live in a
community that cares for kids and
elderly people.

® Ask the Province to stop pushing
Metro to get rid of our day care
centres.

® Ask the Province to lift the freeze on
funding for Metro’s Homes for the
Aged.

CALL David Peterson, Premier:

965-1941; Robert Nixon, Treasurer:

965-6361; John Sweeney, Minister of

Community and Social Services:

965-2341.

Grindstone Island Conference

Women active in their unions seldom
have the time to get together to focus on
their needs within the Labour
Movement, to assess their own issues
and strategies and to develop support
networks.

The third annual Women and Unions
weekend conference at Grindstone
Island, August 10-13, will give union
women a chance to take time together
away from the hectic environment of
meetings, executives and employers, to
share their experiences and envision how
they will move forward in the future.

The format includes informal
facilitated discussions with invited
resource people, space for a spontaneous
workshop and plenty of time for chats,
swimming, games oOr rest.

Organized workshops will include:

® QOvercoming the Barriers: How do we
change our unions to allow increased
participation of women of colour and
immigrant women?

® The Shift to the Right: What can we
do?

® Achieving the Balance: How can we
balance our family and community
lives with our union activities and
work?

The cost is $180 including room and
food ($165 for low income and $210 to
help support others). A deposit of $60
will reserve your place. As special
childcare arrangements are being made
for this conference, we request that
women bringing children register no later
than July 3. For more information on
this conference, contact Donna at the
Grindstone office, 968-9187.

Lesbian/Gay challenge to O.H.IL.P.

For over four years, Karen Andrews
has been fighting for family OHIP
coverage for her partner of 10 years and
their two children by Mary's former
marriage. Karen's employer, the Toronto
Public Library is willing to pay the family
premium but OHIP refuses to accept it.

Her union, Canadian Union of Public
Employees, has financially supported
this effort, first through arbitration and
then in the courts. It will cost $10,000 to
appeal Justice McRae's March 4
Supreme Court decision. The law firm,
Sack, Charney, Goldblatt, Mitchell

represents Andrews. The Karen
Andrew’s/Local 1996 Access to OHIP
Committee has pledged that the money
will be raised. The case will be back in
court some time in early summer.

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE IN
TRUST TO: Harvey Hamburg, 97
Maitland Street, Toronto, Ontario,
M4Y 1E3.

Also, please write a letter of protest to:
Minister of Health Elinor Caplan, and
Attorney General Ian Scott, Legislative
Buildings, Queen’s Park, M7A 1A1.

New jobs in Canada pay less

More than half of the 781,000 new jobs
created in the service sector since 1983
pay less than $300 a week.

After analyzing Statistics Canada fig-
ures, the Canadian Labour Market and
Productivity Centre concluded that there
are ‘“‘clear grounds for concern over the
quality of new jobs being created in the
current period of economic expansion”.

Hourly paid workers in the service
sector work an average of only 28 hours a
week.

UFCW Convention endorses
National Women’s Committee
Delegates to the recent United Food and
Commercial Workers’ National
Convention endorsed policy papers on
Pay Equity and eliminating harassment
in the workplace.

They also passed resolutions dealing
with investigating the cost of child care
assistance for members to attend
conferences and conventions and
establishment of a National Women’s
Advisory Committee.

CUPE wins landmark
pay equity contract

The local union which represents clerical
and technical workers at the York Region
Board of Education has negotiated a $2.3
million contract. This landmark
settlement for the Canadian Union of
Public Employees Local 1734 will give
602 workers pay increases ranging from
$2.36 to $8.79 over a three-year period.

The new rates were achieved by
comparing female-dominated  jobs,
mostly secretaries, with male-dominated
jobs, mainly maintenance workers.

In a significant victory, the wage
adjustments are retroactive to January 1,
1989, one year earlier than required by
the Pay Equity Act.

Job sharing

The National Union of Provincial
Government Employees (NUPGE) has
adopted a policy on job sharing.
Although NUPGE does not promote job
sharing, the new policy is designed to
ensure that members who seek this route
to meet their needs will not undermine
the role of the union in maintaining
full-time positions and negotiating
collective agreements.

The policy outlines 16 proposed
standards for job sharing. Copies of the
policy are available from: NUPGE, 2841
Riverside Drive, Suite 204, Ottawa,
Ontario, KIV 8N4
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wiistrust rests on a rooted animosity,
fruit of myths, of betrayals and lics."

WB;ZA who left his na-

ol the Latholic congregation. The sign
was plastered with stickers reading
“101 Quebec francais." The church
was spray-painted with “101" on walls,
doors, windows and signs.

He recalls some family history.

“I am of Polish origin. In the 19th
century, teaching in Polish was for-
bidden under pain of death.

"One of my great-grandfathers, a

POIL DR WU e nedessan y

The vandals of Laval, the fastidious
Outremont intellectuals and the Gran-
de Allee politicians are working effi-

cientlly together to build Sparta in
Quebec.

OTTAWA — A chill wind blows.

So wrote Justice Harry Blackmun at
the end of his eloquent dissent from
this week's U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion giving states the right to sharply
restrict the access of women to abors
tion.

The wind blows cold, and the sky
has darkened on both sides of the bor-
der.

In Toronto, a judge has granted an
Injunction to prevent a 22-year-old
woman from having an abortion in
Ontario.

This ruling by one judge favoring
the right of a boyfriend (o have a say
in the malter and calling a fetus a per-
son is opviously less important than a
Supreme Court decision.

The Supreme Court of Canada de-
clined in its Borowski judgment March
9 to rule whether a fetus has constitu-
tional rights.

But the injunction granted by Justice
John O'Driscoll of the Ontario Su-
preme Court shows the way the wind is
blowing,

THE DANGER 1o the rights and lib-
erty of women is obvious.

Il a fertilized egg is a person and the
man whose sperm fertilized it has a
say in what a woman does with her
own hody, then the woman's right to
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privacy and to security of her person
Is sharply circumscribed.

And since no man's rights would be
similarly restricted, such a trend In the
law would split this natlon In two as far
as rights are concerned.

MEN WOULD have full rights.
Women would have restricted rights.
And men would regain, just by reason
of their sex, some measure of control
over women.

We're not there yet. The decision of
our Supreme Court on Jan. 28, 1988,
striking down the “manifestly unfair"
Criminal Code prohibition of abortion
excepl in certain circumstances still
means there is no law forbidding abor-
tion.

Even in the United States, the Su-
preme Court did not overturn Roe vs.
Wade, the 1973 decision that estab-
lished a woman's constitutional right to
obtain an abortion.

But as Blackmun noted in his dis-

‘sent, the plurality of the court would

not now uphold the reasoning of Roe
vs. Wade.

"l fear for the future,” he wrote in
his dissenting opinion. “I fear for the
liberty and equality of the millions of
women who have lived and come of
age in the 16 years since Roc was de-
cided.” :

In Canada, the rights of women are
partly protected by the reluctance of
the Mulroney government to deal with
such a dlvisive question. Just after the
Supreme Court decision last year, the
government promised quick action on
8 new law. Seventeen months later,
Justice Minister Doug Lewis is still
considering his options.

Among these are the option of doing
nothing, letting the provinces enact
such laws as they can get past the Su-
preme Court. Another is the option of a
law simply saying that abortions must
be performed by a doctor.

IN RECENT MONTHS, the advo-
cales of full rights for women have
done little to put their position for-
ward, preferring perhaps not to stir
(hings up while they rely on govern-
ment inaction,

This may turn out to bhe a foolish
course. Those who would curtall the

\Dark clouds appear on horizon

rights of women on behalf of the ferti-
lized egg and the non-viable fetus have
not been idle.

No one contesls the sincerity of
these people. Bul sincerily doesn't give
them the right to enforce their reli-
gious beliefs on millions who do not
share their faith. Nor does it give them
the right to turn free Canadian women
into bondwomen and handmaids of a
new paternalism.

THE WHOLE IDEA of charters and
bills of rights is to remove certain mat-
ters from politics and place them be-
yond the reach of temporary
majorilies.

As Robert Houghwout Jackson, a
great chief justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court, once put it: “One’s right to life,
liberty and property . .. depend on the
outcome of no election.”

But as the American humorist Peter
Dunne commented wryly through his
character, Mr. Dooley, “Th' Supreme
Court follows th' illiction returns.”

Those who believe that charter
rights to “life, liberty and the securily
of the person” should be the heritage
of Canadian women as well as Canadi-
an men can no longer sit back and et
things happen.

The darkness is returning.

It should be resisted.

Letters BB

menton topics of public Interest,
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The Windsor Star’s letters to the edltor section
Is a public forum for opinion, debate and com-

Letters must Include signature, address and
telephone number. Letters are verifled by tele-
phone, so please provide your phone number and

Letters should not exceed 400 words. They are
subject to editing for readability and clarity, and
may be condensed to save space, '

Letters contalning libellous, abusive or Inaccy-
rate rhaterlal, personal insults of unsubstantiated
allegations will not be published

Submission will constitute a declaration that
the letter represents the writer's true opinion,

Names will be withheld only under extraordi-
nary clrcumstances.
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[ By Stephanie Brown |
HEN | CLMBRED (UT OF THE
shemer. | looked inlo
the bathroom mirmor
over the sink and saw

that my nipples had grown to the

size ol silver dollars and darkened

10 a deep, bronzy brown. | had to

lace it: | was pregnant

| had refused to acknowledge the
pessibiity up until then—eleven
days past the due date of iy always-

regular period—aot only besause a

pregnancy at tis moment i my life

was simply unthinkabie, hut also be-
catse my hushand and | had 1ned

fer creht toniles ke coneeve our last 5

child and had succeeded. at last. =

only through use ol an osulation
thermosneter This pregnaky was

e resull of one drunken colbseon

i the dark with a near stranger

Cinly two menths beore | had left
myv husband back m New York and
taken our son and daughter. aged
six and thrs o hive in Sausalito,

Calilona | clese Sausabto partly

because my mother was living there

It mainly because it was three

thousand miles away

[ had sworn off men forever upon
my arnval in sensual. blussom-hiled

Mann County in February 1964 But

it wasn t long bekore all the eligible

{ard non-eligible ) men in the newgh-

borhood were smiffing around my

door like stray dogs after a poodle.

A dste with disester: | never

really intended to skeep with Tom

He was a starchy Englishman who

made Iis living as a stock transier

agent We were ili-suited 10 one
anuther on every level. He was tidy.
no-nonsense and 2 55-miles-per-
hour-in-the-nuddie<l-the-road con-
formist | was his diametric opposite

But he was kind. always showed up

for a date looking polished and took

me to chanmng places—sa | saw
him once m a while

We had been dating about 2
maonth when he finally convinced me

10 see his apartment on Russian Hill

n San Francisco. | had drunk too

much fine vintage wine. the view

from Russian Hill was all twinkle and

romance and Tom insisted that d

had my penod onlv last week—he

thought that he had jeit my sanilary
belt while dancing with me ( though

a small voice in the back of mry head.

kept trying to shout through the fog

not 10 behieve hum). At any rate |
decided. What the Hell

Now. | was faced with an abso-
lutely impossible situation. | had no
money. My strat-laced lather was
temporanly supporting me and the

kids, and | certainly couldn't ask iim

for abortion money | was still look-

ing for a yob. Abortion was iliegal in
thuse davs, and, even il | could find

a sale abortionist. it would cost sev-

eral moaths’ rent. Of course, |

couldnt have the baby Caring for
my two existing children was already

a desperate burden, and who knew

10 what extremes { hinng detectives?

lllegal abortion: a
blast from the past

kidnapping 'y my hushand might be
dnven il he leamed ol my “unfaith-
fnlness

! tned 1o shave the whole problem
oul of my mind Maybe I'm not preg-
nant. mavbe something eise (2
tumor. | hope?) 15 delaying my
penod. mavbe...

Early pregnancy tests had not yet
been invented. | went to a local clinic
and took a unne lest. Alter an inler-
minable three-day” walt‘for the ce-
sults. the doctor [0id me that some-
thung went wrong with the test and
he coukdn't be sure. Meanwhile. | was
beginning to panic. | knew that it
was essential to have an abortion
within the first couple of months.
otherwise nobody would do it for
me

1 told the doctor that it was urgent
for me 10 know nght away because
| sumph couldn ¢ have a baby ngit
now He cut me off in mid-sentence
and told me. | dont want to know
about 1t If you do anything and you
gel into trouble. you can come o
me for help alterwards ™

Swell

So as he had suggested. | took
birth control pills for five davs and
then stopped for three days If my
penod did not begin, | could con-
clude that | was pregnant.

My penod did not begin.

| confided 1o ida. a new friend |
had met in Sausalito, about the mess

| was in. She, surprisingly. had an

answer.

No choics: She had lived through
two aborbons herself. They were
“natural” abortions done by a black
midwile who lived nearby in Ber-
keley And they were cheap: only
$150 For me 10 come up with that
much money without betraying my-
seif to my lamily [d have to starve
mysedi, go nowhere and buy nothing
for more than a month. But | had no
chowce. So my inend made an ap-
pountrnent with her “Mrs. Jones™ and
druve me over lo Berkelev the next

18 IN THESE TIMES JULY 19 AUGUST 1. 1989

day. as soon as her own husband
left for work

| was nausealed and shivering
with fear and moming sickness as
we crussed the bndee from San
Francisco 1o Berkeley. We drove lo
an older section of lown where
blacks fived in shghtiy shabby row
houses. People locked at us cun-
ously as we cimbed the front steps
of Mrs. Jones house and rang the
bell, . etz oL,

A very pregnant teenager
the door arwl stared at us with vague.

glazed-over eves.

~Some peoples 1s here. Ma'™ she
announced

Her mother. a plump woman in a
tom pnnt housedress and an apron.
came 1o the door. drying her hands.
and greeted us She sized me up

“She look fine to me.” she told my
friend “Nice healthy girl”™

Mrs Jones had ida wait in the liv-
ing room while she led me into the
bedroom Pictures of Jesus and little

A time so long

ago that it's

almost tomorrow.
o " -}

plaques with legends like “Souvenis
of Marine World. Florida™ adorned
the walls Newspapers had been fan-
ned out on the bedspread

“Just take off vour panties and lie
down. darfin’,” my obstetncian told
me

1 did

She went into the other room and
came back with a long. red tube.
Later my friend explained that ths
was a surgical catheter with one end
sealed.

By any means necessary: The
catheter was supposed 1o be inserted
nto my wormb. and a few hours later
the presence of this lorewgn body
would cause me 10 abort naturally. |

would have the baln

| opened my legs. ana Virs
wenl 1o work She <wcarq |
grunted. She couldnit «=n
my cervix. where the 1ute nenged
to be wnserted. | feit o pan Al last
she said that the tube was m place,
that | shouid go home and wail

s

ABORTION

| gave her my $150

Ida touk me home | paid ull the
baby-sitter. gave my kids supper.
and waited. Nothing happened. |
read a lew chapters in 2 paperback.
Nothing happened.

So | called Ida. She said it had
been 100 long. maybe we'd have 1o
g0 back to Mrs. Jones, but thal she
would almast certainly want more
money

| hung up the plone and went
nto the bathroom to check the
tube. It had lalien out

I thought it over | now had the
tube. | knew where inv cervix was
better than Mrs_Jones | moreover
understnad the value ol sterihiza-
tion and the danger of iniection
And. most ymportant of all. / cared
whether or not | survived ths
damned procedure | decided to dhs
it mysel

As soon as the kids were in bed
| wrote out a “will ™ | had been look-
ng at my chuidren all evenmg as
though for the last time | joved
them so helplessiv. | couldn t bear
the thought of leaving them

But my lile would be over i | had
this babv as surely as if | bled o
death on mv mattress this might.
wounded by my own follv

| wrote oul a simple document
asking thal. mn case ol mv death.
my chidren be taken 1o my hus-
band | had nothing el<e of value 1o
bequeath
Coming to a boil: Thien | went
into the kntchen and put a Ing kettle
ol waler on to boil | took some
picture wire from the Lichen
drawer (wire would be needed to
stiffen the catheter) | baled the
catheter and the ware for hall an
hour and took them. still in the ket-
tie. into the bathroom to cool. Then
| washed the toilet seat. my thighs
arms and hands with liqud
Phisohex soap fan ant-bactenal
soap contaiming the now-banned
hexachiorophene, which | routinely
used to clear up my complexion)

I sat down on the toilet seat and
threaded the wire into the tube
Then | put my leet up. one on the
towel rack and one on the sink. and
leaned back. | reached 3 linger up
my vagmnal canal and found mv cer-
vix Then | took a deep breath.
thought how | wished this baby had
been my husband s and mine. back
in the good times. and slarted the
end of the tube into my cervix It
didnt leel hke much. rather like
having a Pap smear | carelully
withdrew the wire as | nserted the
tube further and further. never al.

swing the wire mside mv uterus
snere anything that ned maght
~v 3 fatal punelure
[ 1 tube seemed mkes long. but
smallv it was all. except lor 3 short
taul | lelt dangling. nside me_ | up
umishically put on a samtary nap
kin
| went into the bedruwn and
called ida. | told her | had done ot
myseli and that i she didnt hear
from me by 900 am she should
call an ambulance
Then 1 laid the will on the pillow
next to me and went (o slecp
| awoke early the next mormum
with cramps sanled 1o reaie tha
I was. so far. okayv—no fever
hemorrhagng
I went min the hathroom am
fruind that bleeding hiad staried
showly removed the tubwe
1 called kla anct she alwsnt ol
tapsed with refud
Moving on: As it happened | hac
10 prepare o meve nto 2 dilferen
apartiment that dav. My lease on the
vid one was up. and there was s
na ¢ hoice but to walk around padk
and keep the kids busv and oul o
the way
The bleeding was heasy now, am
unusually large clols were comme
through. | wondered whach of then
was mv baby | felt 3 bt heht
headed but kept gong Vil «
u eff let ot ol come oot | thoueht
The next day was moving dat
The movers were miraculous am
walted every last thing from on
piace 1o the other n twu hourn
Lucky thal they dd because nr
bleeding had become so heavy tha
some blood spilied over the side o
my napkin and feli on the fivor ngh
m front of the movers
unlorgettable expenence | gaw
them a check. put the kds in iron
of the T\ and went steachi toled
The doctor at the chime ha
promused o belp me | oalked an
tokd hum what had happened H
was reassunng and ordered me t
place an we pack on niv abdome
and o ebsolutely stay oll nw leet
The bleedmg subsided. and | e
cuperated without event. Not thre
weeks alter the abortion mv hue
band and | were reconciled. and
returned 1o New York. Twentv-in
vears later. we are still marned
For vears aiter that | hung ont
my precious red catheter Cathe
ters were hard 1o come by then. 3
surgical supply houses knew th:
midwives and registered nurse
were using them to perform illeg,
aburtions
| nd mine under the hingene |
my top drawer until abortion wa
legalzed on January 22.1973 Thes
glad 10 be nd ol the thing | had <
both hated and needed. | 1ok
oul 1o the incinerator ol our apar
ment buliding hallway and burne
1] n
Stephanie Brown is 1he
of 3 widely published writer wiv
lives in New York
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By Catherine Dunphy Toronto Star

Can onr woman make a difference?
Can nne woman break through fear,
loathing and hatred, and get the whole
world = yns, that's the entire world —
nn side In a global war on ALDS?

In a lot of elrcles in this city, the bet-
ting is on the woman - because Bluma
Appel has prestige, power, money lnt.!.
most of all, connections. Because she's
got heart ond chulzpah, and because
she's gol stamina. And a reputation for
moving mountains for good reasons.

But most of all because this arts
philanthropist turncd social activist
(she is now volunteer head of the Cana-
dian Foundation for AIDS Research,
the nation's largest AIDS research
organization) is not afraid to talk to
anyone.

Here's her 1dea: Canada would help
launch i global war on AIDS that would
last une vear, The United Natlons would
proclaim it Frervwhere, in every city,
tuwn, village, hamiel, there would be
sume sorl of project or initiative to
combat the fear and ignorance sur-
rounding acquired immune deficiency
swndrome

And everywhere o young army of
AIDS Tlighters would be forming. In
(*anada she sres high school and univer-
iy Sturdents spearheading the drive by
buying Global War on ALDS buttons for
o loony. Cheap tokenism? She has made
an end-run around that notion. That
lvony buys commitment; they give their
name and address and become mem-
lwrs nr the soldiers in this war.,

Names in computer

And the thousands and thousands of
names go into a computer, to be used as
prool positive that Canadians care
ahout AIDS. to be waved at politiclans
1o lnbhy far programs and facilities and
research amnd commitment tn put an
enth 1o MDS, o find e eure, or harring
that, the vaecine

O, as Apped hersell savs, ‘lo Y
the Yeds Gt elear of e, stav out of the
LET1N Nt all chilidren = and al)

rhults = ks 1ot MDS can b pre-
vented by safe sex and elean needles.
and that an ene = no helerosexual or

homosexual = s immune o il.

Most of us think of AIDS as some-
thing terrible that happens to other peo-
ple, Appel says. But she thinks of it as
xatching an avalanche.,

“You're standing at the bottom. It Is
right at the top of, say, the Swiss Alps.
It's a little ball. You are standing there
lvoking right at it, waltching it, not real-
izing the momentum it Is gathering and
‘hat It is going to hit when it reaches
he bottom," says Appel

‘AIDS Is nature gone amok. nature
wut of control. What do ’you do with
tidal waves, rarthnuakes? Sometimes
Al you can do is gel out of the way. I'm
'rving to sav: “Kids, stay clear, get out
of the way. IU's really here for you. Even
il you don't hear the rumbling of an
rarthquake, it is going 1o happen.' "

For more than a decade, Appel, a
grandmother of [ive, has been hearing
the rumbling As a noted arts patron
(Toranto s Bluma Appel Theatre in the
SL. Luwrence Centre For The Arts Is
named after her), she is now seeing peo-
ple she knaws die of AIDS.

She knows the Canadian statlstics: As
of June 26, 1 609 have died of AIDS and
L7 hve been diagnosed About 50.-
PO are antected with HIV, the human
mmunadeficiency virus thal causes
and inevitably feads 1o the disease.
Canada has the <cond highest inci-
Aence rate in the developed world (The
!"nited States has the highest.)

She ¥neas what s vredicted for

ANOREW BTAWIOQ/ TORONTO STAR

WOMAN WITH A CAUSE: Bluma Appel, volunteer head of the
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research, has been talking to

corporste and politi

Waging
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global

Many are berting on her ability

to get everybody

Canada: 15,000 cases by 1995,

The woman who has always been at
the cutting edge of causes, who led the
fight for dignity and rights far psychi-
atric patients. who was involved In the
fight 1o’ save the eavironment as f(ar
back as 1956, has been hard ot ork
trying to fight AIDS for some tim:

Recently howrver, she has u-nled
her efforts. She has decided that tor one
year she's going to focus on working for
the Canadian Foundation for AIDS Re-
search. Known as CanFAR, this pri-
vately funded organization is based in

working together

Toronte. It is funding research on all as-
pects of AIDS and HIV infection.

The American organization, AmFAR.
is headed by the prestiglous sclentist
Dr. Mathilde Krim and its honorary
chair Is actress Elizabeth Taylor.

When Appel agreed to work for Can-
FAR. the first thing she did was assem-
ble a hoard of advisers.

Bul this is no ordinary board. This is
a bluechip, establishment board con-
sisting of the likes of Vigtoria and Grey
Trust chairman Hal Jackman; former
Supreme Court justice Willard (Bud)

Estey; businessman Edward Bronfman,
former University of Toronto president
John Evans; Crownx Inc. chief execu
tive officer Michael Burns and Mary
Alice Stuart, philanthropist In her own
right and guiding light to CIRT rarlin
statlon.

The topdrawer listing was deliber-
ate. It was also one of the hardest things
she has ever pulled off,

“I went to some of the most sophisti-
cated, Intelligent people in the country
who turned me down because of the
lifestyle issve. They sald things like
(people with AIDS) chose r lifestyle
and they will have to live ordie Ly that.
For every one I got three or four turned
me down. | was so discouraged at one

int | was almost despondent, but then
nol these good guys who really came
forward,” Appel recalls.

Stll AIDS Is not yet a respectable
cause; bluestockings feel more comfort-
able being seen supporting hospitals
and ballets. Appel knows this and uses
it

“It may sound presumptuous, bul
there's no one in my socio-economiv
Ition who Is interested (In ALDS). So |
ma to do it because there is no one
else. | can get access to corporate heads
and to political heads,” she says.

Largest group
She has tolked to former Ontarin
premier Bill Davis and throuch him to
the Prime Minister's Office about it
She has met with Canadian Auto Work-
ers leader Bob While,

By thal's not all. Among the other

world notables as been (alking in
aboul and specifically about a
global war on ALDS, are:

0O Danlelle Mitterrand (wife of the
president of France),

O Luc Montagnier of France's Pasteur
Institute and the man credited with di
covering the A\IS virus

DO Jonathan Mann, head o the Worpd
[ealth Orgamzation

0O Conada's ambassador te 1w 1 i)
Nations, Yves Fortier

AL the recent International Conti r-
vnee an AIDS in Montreal, she sat nest
lo Kenneth Kaunda, the presidens of
Zambia, whuse san died of AIDS,

Iearing the chilling previction thit
1.1 million people in the world will have
ALDS by 1991, a Nigerian dector stated
that in 47 African countries the largest
group of people with AIDS are children
aged 1 to 5,

“Milllons of kids are going to die,” she
says. “It's tantamount to murder. This
ls a total war. When you get into a war
everybody joins. You forget all ahout
other causes and you work for the comn
mon cause — survival."

She wants the war 10 start on Inter
national ALDS Day — Dec. | — and she
wants it to last 12 months through 1990
And she wants the United Nations .
deem it so.

But although U.N. sources say 1991 i«
free, 1990 has already been token I’y
the vear dedicaled 1o literacy, a pet
cayse of Barbara Rush, wife of the U §
president.

Appel is undaunted: “My answer s
that people haven't been able tv read
for tens of thousands of years. One
more year won't matter. Meanw hile,
we might save millions of lives,”

Privately she admits she'd be happy
with 1991. “as lang as the momentum s
still there.”

But CanFAR's Ross. for one, is confi-
‘l’;‘g(‘] Appel will pull it off. All of it. Even

“1 don't know™ he savs “Rluma
Appel against Barhara Bush” AW
monery's on Bluma



