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The Background

On December 6, 1989, a gunman proclaiming
he was “fighting feminism”, murdered 14
women students and wounded 10 other
women and 4 men on the Polytechnique
Montréal campus in Quebec, Canada.

In response to this blatant act of femicide,

a commemorative art exhibit, Don't Remain
Silent, was organized through The Woman's
Common, a Toronto women owned venue that
provided a safe space for women to gather.
The exhibit was initiated and co-ordinated by
Susan Beamish, an investor and member of
The Woman’s Common, in collaboration with
the centre’s art committee. The committee’s
intent was to provide women artists with a
supportive community space to express
their grief, horror, and outrage in response
to the Montreal massacre.

The Exhibit

The group exhibit first opened at The Woman's
Common on June 6, 1990 on the sixth month
anniversary of the Montreal massacre, and ran
until July 27, 1990. It featured over 60 works
from Canadian women artists including one
large canvas painted by a hospital nurse's aide
who tended to one of the survivors of the
shooting. The exhibit featured diverse media
such as painting, photography, sculpture,
poetry, drawings and collage. The art pieces
ranged from personal responses to the mass
shooting, to political statements on the issues
of violence against women, while others acted
as a memorial to the 14 murdered women. The
exhibit opened with a memorial service that
included speaker Dr. Ursula Franklin, vocalist
Marianne Gerard, and a healing ceremony lead
by Concepta. A purple clay commemorative
talisman featuring an embossed woman's
symbol was given out to every woman in
attendance as a reminder of what can be
collectively transformed when our individual
voices are expressed in unison.

Shown above: Don't Remain Silent commemorative talisman

In 1991, Don't Remain Silent was shown for a
second time at Toronto's A Space Gallery from
March 16 - April 13. A special opening event
included performances by dancer Susan
Sinclair, vocalist Honey Novick, and musicians
F Word. In addition, an artist talk co-sponsored
by the Women's Art Resource Centre (WARC)
featured participating artists Katherine Zsolt,
Pam Patterson, Carol Watson, Irene Kindness
and Ruth Koski Harris.

Current Relevance

Every year on December 6, Canada observes a
National Day of Remembrance and Action on
Violence Against Women. On this day, we
include in our remembrance, these 14 women
who were murdered in 1989 at Polytechnique
Montréal solely because they were female:

Genevieve Bergeron
Hélene Colgan
Nathalie Croteau Jﬂ«k
Barbara Daigneault
Anne-Marie Edward

Maud Haviernick ﬂ
Maryse Laganiere ”
Maryse Leclair ’
Anne-Marie Lemay
Sonia Pelletier
Michéle Richard
Annie St-Arneault
Annie Turcotte

Barbara Klucznik-Widajewicz

Within the context of this art exhibit, the
gunman shall be left unnamed since he is still a
flagrant representation of systemic misogyny.
Although it has been 34 years since Don't
Remain Silent first opened in response to the
Montreal massacre, the issues of femicide and
gender-based violence are still as relevant
today as they were in 1989.

Exhibit Background | 1
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The Woman’s Common, Toronto, 1988 -1994
Exhibit Collaborator and Venue Sponsor | June 6 - July 27, 1990

The Woman's Common was a fully women owned and operated cooperative
in Toronto that offered lesbians a safe, harassment-free space for socializing.
In addition to a restaurant and bar, it provided women with a cultural venue
featuring guest speakers, musical performances and art exhibits as well as
providing day care for single mothers.

Founders: Val Edwards, Kye Marshall and Caroline Duetz

A Space Gallery, Toronto, 1971 - present
( Exhibit Collaborator and Venue Sponsor | March 16 - April 13, 1991
Y
. A Space Gallery had a significant role in the evolution of contemporary art

CRITICAL ART + CULTURE

in Canada. It began as an alternative commercial gallery three years before
the centre’s not-for-profit incorporation in 1971. A Space is known as an
innovative space dedicated to exploring current ideas in art and has been
recognized as a national leader in both experimental and politicized
multidisciplinary art practices.

Contact: info@aspacegallery.org www.aspacegallery.org

P —— Women's Art Resource Centre (WARC), Toronto, 1984 - 2018
WARC A Space Gallery Artist Talk Sponsor | March 23, 1991

WOMEN'S

M e WARC was founded in 1984 for the purpose of documenting Canadian women'’s

art work and to provide educational and support programs for women artists.
In 1990, WARC published the first issue of Matriart, a feminist art magazine,
and in 1998 the WARC Gallery was established. In 2018, WARC could no longer
continue to offer its services due to cuts in government funding.

Co-founder and Administrative Director (1984 to 1992): Carla Murray

Susan Beamish, Exhibit Initiator & Co-ordinator, January 1990 - April 1991

SUSAN BEAMISH
CoNNECT Massacre Commemorative Group Art Exhibit in collaboration with The Woman's

EXPAND

TRANSFORM Common art committee. In 1997, she initiated a community coalition, The Client

In 1990, Susan Beamish initiated and co-ordinated the Don't Remain Silent Montreal

Rights Project, with the Women's Counselling Referral & Education Centre and the
Toronto Rape Crisis Centre to develop the educational handbook, Client Rights in
Psychotherapy and Counselling. Susan is currently a Toronto-based graphic designer,
writer, and transformational healing guide.

Contact: susanbeamish@bell.net www.susanbeamish.ca

Collaborators & Sponsors | 2
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Participating Artists Page
Linda Abrahams 4 Mary Ann Lacey 15
Kelley Aitken 4 Sharon Lawrence 16
Beverly Allinson 4 Diane Lees 16
Anonymous 5 Heather Lennon 17
Ipatia Apostolides 5 Janine Lingren 17
Kimberly Baery 5 Kon‘nle L.mgus ?
- Louise Liu 17
Petra Baier 6 Cynthia L 18
Amy Barratt 6 ynt |a.1 orenz
. Cal Lorimer 18
Susan Beamish 6 Catherine L d 18
Pati Beaudoin 7 Dat e;mi unardonna s
Joanne Bockna 7 orothy Lunney
Carole Boucher 7 Andra McCartney 22
Leone Boyd 8 Janet Maguire McFadyen 19
Kate Brown 8 Joan McKenzie 22
Paula Camara 9 Evelyn M;/Itsul. iz
Barbara Ellen Center 9 ynTttS orrison 20
Elise Chenier 9 Carla Murray
Loratta Clark 9 Honey Novick 22
Prudence Clearwater 9 sh Lee OL 20
Barb Crisp 10 ereethee Mison
Susan Daugthery 10 pi,im Patter§on 21
. Nicole Percival 21
Helen Dillon 10 .
. Inga Petri 20
Lalie Douglas 11 .
Anne Pichette 23
Doran Doyle 11
Janet Porter 21
K Ead 11
erry Fady Donna Quince 23
Cheryl Fish 11
eryLrisher Marie Reid 23
Gillian Genser 12 Michele Rosano 24
Cathy Gibson 12 Carol S 24
Kathy Gillis 12 e 0
Carol Gladwell 12 rika £.=quires
Doffy Hahn 13 _Il?jarb ThT(?rr;borrow i:
Cheryl Harper 13 racey tie
Ruth Koski Harris 14 Carol Watson 21
Tara Hart 14 Dyana Werden 25
Anne Hostetter 13 Christine Willcox 25
Megan Williams 26
Cathy B. J 14
athy B.Jones Elizabeth Willing 26
Irene Kindness 15 )
Patricia Kushner 15 Katherine Zsolt 26

Please note: If you were a participating artist in the Don't Remain Silent art exhibit at The Woman's Common or
A Space Gallery and your name does not appear in this list contact Susan Beamish at susanbeamish@bell.net.
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Kelley Aitken
Fifteen Women
{7 Mixed Media on Board
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Linda Abrahams
Femocide
Free Verse

Beverly Allinson
Untitled
Assemblage

“Thank you for this opportunity for healing a national wound.
A most powerful showing.”

Exhibit Visitor - A Space, 1991
Exhibit Images | 4
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Anonymous
With All Due Respect
Free Verse

Ipatia Apostolides
Untitled
Painting

Kimberly Baery (Hobbs-Baery)
Roots
Ink on Bainbridge

Exhibit Images | 5
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Susan Beamish
Another Wound
Photo & Text

Sounds of Suffering

A gunshot has an average decibel of eight
The first shot
Could be heard loud and clear

Looking at you they trembled in fear

As you once did
Remember Mark -
When father broke your spirit

And ground it to a pulp

Quietly you suffered
Until your shot broke that silence
And the walls echoed

Female screams of pain

Once again it is quiet
BEWARE

Sounds of suffering
Are often muffled

Petra Baier
Sounds of Suffering

December 6, 1989
The Montreal

ITam
the wounded
ITam

against my sex
and in me

I must car

the memories
of the pain

of the shame
for my

female form

This conspiracy
it knows

no boundaries
no place

of safety

for I must
also endure
the betrayal
by she

who believes
her son

more valuable
than I

IN THE AFTERMATH

My father looks at me

as if for the first time he sees
how I am wulnerable. To attack.
Yes Daddy - you always thought
women were fortresses,

even your own daughters. As soon
as we started growing breasts,
we were more feared

than feared for.

Or maybe you thought (You,

who never raised a hand)

that you could protect us,
unable to consider the truth
which all your daughters know:
The threat is real,

and cold as bullets.

(A reaction to the massacre of ;4
women at L'Université de Montréal)

Amy Barratt
In The Aftermath

Exhibit Images | 6
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Yellow is lifé .«" Red, death
Who was... fulfilled
Who developed external
intelligence ..
Who rose &
who fell
Did it awaken
emotion
in your
heart...
For
whom |
won &
lost :

in vain
Do you
W4 hear...
‘;‘V their
y sounds...
of teardrops
Falling with
Our acid rain!

Joanne Bockna
Untitled
Mixed Media

Pati Beaudoin
Untitled
Photo Collage

Carole Boucher
Weathered
Graphite

Exhibit Images | 7
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Leone Boyd

THE GIRL'S ownN PAPER,
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A Moment In Time / A Reflection of Times Past

Mixed Media

procured,

CAMADIEN "H{ISTORY SERIES

Kate Brown
Legend
Mixed Media

Exhibit Images | 8
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Paula Camara
Self Portrait in Black & Blue
Pastels

sist
Siste

8:00pm sign up for open mike (poetry, music ?)

We Welcome You to Join in the
MIDNIGHT BAND JAM!

Elise Chenier
Untitled
Sculpture

MOURNING
Barbara Ellen Center SICKNESS
The Wound That is Patriarchy !
Poetry

No Image Available

GIRLS & WYMYN
Destroy Patriarchy

Loratta Clark

Final Moments
Poetry

No Image Available

insurrection &
Grip

rls over 3 years old."
28,

n Hong Kong,

To “Choose” We Must Survive
Photocopy Poster

Exhibit Images | 9
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Helen Dillon
We Mourn You

Watercolour
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Barb Crisp
Fight Back
Collage

titix\ s diba o
Susan Daugthery

4
Untitled

This art show is much needed and well done. It needs to travel around North America.

“

Exhibit Visitor - A Space Gallery, 1991

Exhibit Images | 10
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IN MEMORY;

Of the Fourteen Women Shot

December 6 th,

And, of the Twenty-Six Women
Raped and Kitled,

And, of the Seventy Women Killed

by their Husbands, Last Year inCanada.

WE it “AlOT LOCK OQURSELVES

Lalie Douglas

We Will Not Lock Ourselves Away
Mixed Media

Kerry Eady

Memorial - 14 Women
Paint, Herbs, Paper
No Image Available

Doran Doyle
Make a Noise
Collage, Magpie Art

Cheryl Fisher
During The First Few Days
Acrylic on Canvas

Exhibit Images | 11
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Gillian Genser
In a Box
Interactive Sculpture

Cathy Gibson

Untitled

Sculpture

Carol Gladwell Kathy Gillis

P The Eternal Struggle
oetry NS

No Image Available ele)

Exhibit Images | 12
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Doffy Hahn
Untitled
Glass Sculpture

Cheryl Harper
Untitled
Acrylic on Canvas

WEEP

WEEP
WEEP
WEEP
WEEP
WEEP

WEEP

H
'YOU HIGH.

RADIANT

REMEMBER
THE
WYMON.
REMEMBER

WE ARE.
REMEMBER
WHO

SHARE
'YOUR BEING.

SOULS
OF WISDOM.

WYMON LIVE

WAIL

WAIL
WAIL
WAIL
WAIL
WAIL

WAIL
WAIL «

IN STRENGTH

WE ARE!
WE ARE!
WE ARE!

Anne Hostetter
Wymon Live

Exhibit Images | 13
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Harris

Ruth Koski

Pieta

Oil on Canvas

Cathy B.Jones

Loss

Tara Hart

Rage On

Dried Flowers on Wine Crate

Mixed Media

Exhibit Images | 14
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Mary Ann Lacey

The Myth
Print
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Irene Kindness
Never Again
Mixed Media
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Patricia Kushner
For Fan Yin

Painting
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Diane Lees

Memorial Plaque
Felt & Paper Sculpture

Sharon Lawrence
Untitled

“This is one of the most moving commemoratives I have seen. I found it impossible to view
in its entirety at one time - it's too painful. It is such a powerful statement.”

Exhibit Visitor - A Space Gallery, 1991
Exhibit Images | 16
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Louise Liu
December 6 Massacre

Heather Lennon Janine Lingren
The Strength of Woman Escape
Graphite Sculpture

Exhibit Images | 17
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Cal Lorimer
Making Good Guns Better
Oil & Paper on Canvas

Cynthia Lorenz
Untitled
Sculpture
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Dorothy Lunney
The River

Oil Paint

No Image Available

Catherine Lunardonna & Tracey TieF
Prisoners of War
Mixed Media

Exhibit Images | 18
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Janet Maquire McFadyen
The Innocent, Dec. 6, 1989
Glass Tiles on Wood Shelf

Por Nathalie Provos®

"We are a 5ene1e an people and we are marching for our lives"
(American Suffragette Movenent)

She spoke Yo him and 11ved

Her male classmales ‘hought 1% was a joke

Did she, ab first, think 1% was a joke too?

A commonplace ‘hing in a Rambo-esque world

A heabed, fixabed revenge fantascy for a 1ife con®rolled vy
inadequacy and fear.

As soon as Yhe story troke hey sata
YOUR FUTURE WIFE YOUR FUTURE CHILDREN The feminis's have no right fo speak
Shut up
Be silen®
Be sf111
Don't you know that it was your fault for veing
the trouble makers that you are.
But she spoke, and lived.
She was angry-
tu® she *ried Yo bring him round
"We're jus® studen®s , she said, We don't hate you"
He 13‘ her live-
a witness Yo the uselessness of her words
He gave her his }ife as a map would
follow in his father's footsteps
Mebe oub 1ife and dea®h - shape the world
He was more blind *han some
He was more wounded han some he was more obedien®
afterwards she found compassion for him
Her recourse in our tru‘al world

Bu® then *he men left the classroom silent o his aubhority
She spoke
He left them
Then everyone sough®

o bury the dead
To mou{n respec fully

To con®yol our experience
To, in ‘he end,
: -call it a_joke

pac /i A commenta’or said,

/ "I can understand if his wife was chea®ing on hinm or if a woman was
i giving him a hard time"
N 7 The killer 1s ‘here

) 3 I 4 "I%'s no® a joke, i%’s real” (Marc Lepine)

YOUR FUTURE WIFE She will b you have—the day after. She
as som aite v Wl try w0 @ake you
iving you pleoty,

YOUR FUTURE WIFE YOUR FUTURE CHILDREN

Lynette Morrison
For Nathalie Provost

Evelyn Mitsui
Teacups & Litho Plates
Ceramic

Exhibit Images | 19
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Carla Murray
I Saw A Monster
Multi-Media Collage

WOMEN'S ANGER

FOURTEEN WOMEN HOLDING
FOURTEEN SIGNS READING
FOURTEEN NAMES OF
FOURTEEN WOMEN

AND A DATE

DECEMBER 6, 1989

AND

"YES,

WE ARE A BUNCH OF FEMINISTS!!"

Inga Petri
Women's Anger

~ THE TORONTO STAR

.

=7 Beaten wife had | o
- reason to Kill,

i high court rules

Fear’s a threat
to freedom
of women

| SAW.A_-MONSTERR¥
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E FROM, T ANES
has police

A modest proposal: Ban men after dar
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Sheree-Lee Olson
The Hidden War
Mixed Media on Paper
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Janet Porter
Untitled
Oil Paint

Sweet Spirit,
deliver the dream

of ripe fruit

bursting in autumn sun Genevieve Bergeron
of young women, Helene Colgan
round and full, Nathalie Croteau

dancing toward .

their womanhood Barbara Daigneault
reaching for Anne-Marie Edward

the bright Lady who Maud Haviernick

b3 their souls d . .
empraces el sous an Barbara Maria Klueznick
spins sparks

from their hands, Maryse Laganiere
their faces, Maryse Leclair
their eyes. Anne-Marie Lemay
Sonia Pelletier
Deliver a dream to Michele Richard

swell our hearts .
of a circle cast Annie St-Arneault
as one, our heartbeat Annie Turcotte

our body

one mind. died Dec. 6, 1989.

Thorn and root.
Deliver your dream
of thorns

knotted in desert rock
of old women, tough
and dry, whose voices
reach again

for the salty

dawn, who have
danced to spin

the helix strand
twisting hard,

rooting deep
lest the heartbeat

slip away.

Deliver the dream that
their sound may be sung
and none will forget
none will fear

none will die.

Nicole Percival Pam Patterson & Carol Watson
The Suffering Deliver The Dream
Acrylic Photo & Free Verse

Exhibit Images | 21
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misogyny

There is no word for
hatred of men

-But there is, he said sharpening
his wit,
parry, thrust

-A feminist.

I bleed

below the belt

as everyone smiles
all polite,

holding up the walls
with our bodies.

Now distant shots shatter
this silence the audience
watches meekly
while newspapers cover the blood
invisible, the madness
of one
they say.
When I show my scars I
am convicted
-No sense of humour, just like
the rest of
them
Kate reaches through the tears
and holds me close.

I STAND ALONE

Like one sun shining bright in the sky

I stand alone

Like one moon glowing bright in the dark
I stand alone

By myself, indomitable, I will prevail

Like one wind blowing strong through the trees
I will came through

Like one life given birth to create
I will grow too!

Andra McCartney
All alone, not as one

Misogyny By myself, like the sun
We are here together
We will brave any weather

We will fight and glow
and shine and know
We are here together

Without you what am I?
Without me who are you?
We are here for one another
There can be no other way
to live
way to sing
way to laugh
way to bring

Joan McKenzie The great glory of life to you and to me
Montreal And so we will be, together.

Poetry
No Image Available

Honey Novick
I Stand Alone

"As an engineer who had just graduated at the time of the massacre I felt very close to the women in Montreal.
I couldn’t express my grief to any of the male engineers and teachers without being afraid they would feel attacked.
This show made me realize I have to express my grief.”

Exhibit Visitor - A Space Gallery, 1991
Exhibit Images | 22
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rage at women

Vi

WINCHESTER

Because Every Round Counts

Donna Quince
It's Going to be a Knockdown, Drag-Out Day

Anne Pichette
Dec. 6, 1989: Remember!
Acrylic on Canvas

4

Take Us Forth

Sisters, we are your dead

Don't mourn for us

Mourn for those who Let us die
Ow that bleak December day
n Mowntreal.

You who Live

o forward for us

Bonded with a strength

Bver growing, ever spreading
we, Your dead

Know that we did not die tn vain.

Marie Marple Reid

Take Us Forth

Exhibit Images | 23
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Erika E. Squires
Why Women?
Oil on Canvas

Carol Speers Michele Rosano
Women's Voices, Women's Visions Pain!
Collage & Free Verse Fabric Paint

Exhibit Images | 24
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e
~ -~ do not sneeze

Dyana Werden
Do Not Sneeze, Do You Hear Me
Wall Sculpture
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22 21
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28
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7

HELENE
COLGAN
23
DEC 6,1989

DEC 6,1989

MAUD
HAVIERNICK

29

DEGS.1989

MARYSE
LECLAIR

Yo HER TELLTO REMEMBER RE
S HEADLINE THE WASN'T - Arg. You

DEC.6.1989
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Barb Thornborrow
In Memory Of
Photography
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Christine Willcox
D'un Moment Dans La Vie
Acrylic/Collage on Canvas
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Katherine Zsolt
Daughters & Sisters
Plaster Casts & Paper

ODE TO LINDA SHAW
(Tt's been a bad year for female Engineers)

This is to you, Linda Shaw. This is to you
and those fourteen other Engineering students’
who'll never read these words.

This is to you, Linda Shaw
lying face down in some muddy swanp

your head smashed in so badl

{27 Three days after that farmer found you and
they still haven't been able to identify you.

(but we know it's you, Linda)

We know it's you, there
in some neon lit lal
cold and _ dead still
your wounds speaking cause your lips are gone.

(What are they saying
those wild wounds cutting cross your flesh ?
What cz.'xmsan code are we

the 1iv

neant theve to decipher ? )

I vanna know, Linda: Were you just being nice ?

They say you stopped for a bite along the road.
Was it there where you met him - them?

Did he say he needed a lift? Did he say he was in a pinch?
or was it later along the 401 - when you got the flat?

Did he slice your tire follow you and wait for you to stop?
Did he pretend to offer help and then

And then.

Your wounds speak the rest.

Were you just being nice, Linda? I wanna know
cause if somewhere on your broken body lies the answer, yes...

A cold shiver runs down my spine and circles my gut in
an eddy of horror.

What does this mean to us
the living?
What does this mean to me?

No more open smiles to strangers?
No more driving alone?

No more leaps of faith in humanity - in one man's reached out hand
in help, helping?

this the message your twisted torso tells?

more trust?

more Linda Shaw.

Megan Williams Elizabeth Willing
Ode to Linda Shaw Acknowledge Their Strength - Fallen Angels
Installation, Roses
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A Space Gallery, 1991

“It is by participating in, viewing and sharing our collective grief
and rage with open hearts that we not only heal ourselves
but change a world.”

Exhibit Visitor - A Space Gallery, 1991

A Space Gallery, 1991
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Call For Submissions Poster - The Woman’'s Common, 1990

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

DON’T
RENMAIN
SILENT

The Woman's Common is presently organizing a
commemaorative group art show in memaory of the
Montreal wormen shot December 6, 1989,

W are asking women to submit a single piece of
art (artwork, prose, poetry, photography, crafts etc.)
as your personal response to this tragedy.

Even if you do not consider yourself an “artist” you
are encouraged to participate. All work submitted
will be shown. We request that each piece be
framed and suitable for hanging. Submissions can
be dropped off at The Woman's Common unitil
May 1, 1990, Plans for an opening (June 6, 1990)
include a dinner with special guest speakers and a
short remembrance service. We look forward to
your contributions!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE MAY 1, 1990
EXHIBIT DATE JUNE 6, 1990

TheWoman's Cormmon

580 Parliament Street, Toronto, Ontario M4X 1PB
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Call For Submissions Ad - Xtra newspaper, 1990
4 )
The%m\%:}'s Common
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
COMMEMORATIVE GROUP ART SHOW

IN MEMORY OF THE
MONTREAL WOMEN SHOT DEC. 6

The Woman's Common is interested in organizing a group art show in memory
of the Montreal women shot Dec. 6. Each woman making a submission will be
asked to produce a single piece as a personal response to this tragedy. All
media is welcome (artwork, written word, crafts, etc. - anything that can be
hung on our walls -~ so be creative!)

Submissions can be dropped off or mailed to: **Commemorative Art Show"’
The Woman's Common, 580 Parliament Street, Toronto, Ontario M4X 1P8

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: MAY 1, 1990
TENTATIVE EXHIBIT DATE: JUNE 1990

\ THE WOMAN’S COMMON IS A WOMEN-ONLY SPACE

J
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Exhibit Opening Announcement - The Woman’'s Common, 1990

July 11, 1990

FOR RELEASE: Immediately
SUBJECT: Memorial Art Show, a response to Montreal massacre

Women across Canada are represented in artwork, poetry, and songs
created especially for the Memorial Art Show for the Montreal
Massacre at The Woman's Common, which runs until July 17.

"Response to our call for submissions was overwhelming” says
Susan Beamish, originator and curator of the show. "I think it
has been cathartic for women to be able to make a personal
statement about the Montreal massacre, about violence against
women in general, and how they are affected by these issues.

Women were encouraged to submit artwork or written material
regardless of past experience or perceived levels of artistic
capability. Ms. Beamish received over 100 inquiries and
eventually, more than 60 pieces were submitted. Artwork was sent
from as far away as Victoria, B.C. and Montreal -- including one
huge canvas painted by a hospital nurse’s aide who tended to one
of the survivors of the shooting.

The show's June 6 opening coincided with the six-month anniversary
of the Montreal massacre. An opening memorial service included a
few words by Dr. Ursula Franklin, songs from Marianne Gerard and
Honey Novick, a speech linking racism and violence against women,
and a healing ritual led by Concepta.

The Memorial Art Show is on display until July 27 at The Woman's
Common, 580 Parliament Street (at Wellesley), a non-profit,
feminist, volunteer-based club which owns its own building. The
Common provides a space for women to meet, network, and exchange
views, and supports the efforts of women performers, artists

and writers.

Please note that The Woman’s Common is a woman-only space. To
arrange for a visitor’s pass, call 975-0745 or drop by the club.
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Exhibit Opening Announcement - A Space Gallery, 1991

Don’t
Remain
Silent

MONTREAL MASSACRE
commemorative group art show
March 16 - April 13

OPENING: Sat, March 16,2 -4
ARTIST TALK: Sat, March 23,2 -4

AMY BARRATT, DORAN DOYLE, LORATTA CLARK, LEONE BOYD, IRENE
KINDMESS,

HELEN DILLON, JOANNE BOCKNA, KELLEY AITKEN, COROL GLADWELL,

ANMNE HOSTETTER, LYNETTE MORRISON, DYANA WERDEN, KIMBERLY BAERY,
TARA HART, SHEREE-LEE OLSON, DIANE LEES, LINDA ABRAHAMS, CAL LORIMER,
ERIKA E. SQUIRES, PAM PATTERSON, CAROL WATSON, HEATHER LENNON,
MEGAN WILLIAMS, LALIE DOUGLAS, PATI BEAUDOIN, BARBARA ELLEN CENTER,
CAROLE BOUCHER, NICOLE PERCIVAL, INGA B. PETRI, SUSAN BEAMISH, RUTH
KOSKI HARRIS, ANDRA MCCARTMEY, BEVERLY ALLINSON, PATRICIA KUSHNER,
DONNA QUINCE, CATHY GILLIS, PAULA CAMARA, MICHELE ROSANO, MARY ANN
LACEY,

CHRISTINE WILLCOX, JOAN MCKENZIE, BARB CRISP, KONNIE LINGUS,
PRUDENCE CLEARWATER, TRACEY TIEF, CATHERINE LUNARDONMNA, CHERYL
FISHER, CARLA MURRAY, CATHY GIBSON, ELIZABETH WILLING, CAROL SPEERS,
PETRA BAIER, DONNA MARCHAND, KATHERINE ZSOLT, CHERYL HARPER, HONEY
NOVICK,

JANET MAGUIRE MCFADYEN, IPATIA APOSTOLIDES, JANINE LINGREN, JILL GENSER

Don’t Remain Silent first opened at the Women's Common in
June 1990, six months after the massacre of 14 women in Montreal.
Susan Beamish curated the exhibition which includes more than 70
works by over 60 women artists from across Canada and features
diverse media: painting, photography, sculpture, poetry, drawings,
prints and collage. The curator’s intent was to allow women to
express visually the anger and sorrow that they felt over what
happened in Montreal.

The diverse selection of works embodies expressions of anger and
sorrow, personal as well as political statements. Some pieces act as
memorials for the fourteen women, and some are for all women
who are victims of violence. An underlying current of horror is
directed towards not only an act by one person, but rather the fact
that his deed magnified a social prejudice, reflecting a society that
promotes, condones or ignores the demeaning of women. “The show
is a distressing and at times very violent look at violence against women,”
Isabel Vincent, The Globe and Mail.

Artists Katherine Zsolt, Ruth Koski Haris and Irene Kindness will
participate in the talk sponsored by YWomen's Art Resource Centre.

DON'T REMAIN SILENT is coordinated by Carole Munro for
the A Space Exhibitions Committee.
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Exhibit Opening Poster - The Woman's Common, 1990

MONTREAL MASSACRE
COMMEMORATIVE

GROUP ART SHOW

JUNE 6 — JULY 27, 1990

OVER 60
CONTRIBUTING
ARTISTS

The Woman’s Common
580 Parliament St., Toronto

The Woman's Common is a women-only space

i

uéf{?‘

4

Exhibit Archival Material | 32



Don’t Remain Silent | Montreal Massacre Commemorative Group Art Exhibit | Toronto 1990 -91

Exhibit Opening Poster - A Space Gallery, 1991

i FEATUP!NGTHEWORK
- ___',‘-.-OFO\/El?éOCANADIAN
- _--_WOMENARHSTS R

oronte. Onterle -

L ARTISTTALK 7 RALT
SAT., MARCH 23 24PM ¥
S WITHKATHERINE ZSOLT

s RUTH KOSKT HARRIS, :
© o PAM PATTERSON &---.

_:.-__‘;CAQOLWATSQN 2
" PRESENTEDBY

o .THEWOMENSAJ?T 8
* RESOURCE CENTI?E

SPECIAL OPENING]

DONT REMAIN SILENT
MONTREAL MASSACRE
GROUP ART EXHIBITION

OPENS SATURDAY MARCH 16 2-4PM

L VogAL PEI?FORMANCE BY..
~HONEY NOVICK .

" DANCE PECEBY.
~ SUSANSINCLAIR .

MUSICAL PEQFORMANCE BY
FWORD |
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Exhibit Review - The Globe and Mail, 1990

The Globe and Mail, Saturday, July 21, 1990

ART NOTES / Exhibition at Toronto’s
Women's Common is dedicated to the victims

of the Montreal massacre

Arresting images
recall tragic shootings

BY ISABEL VINCENT
The Globe and Mail

ES, we are a bunch of
feminists” is the mes-
sage of a group show at
the Women’s Common
in Toronto, one of the first in Cana-
da dedicated to the 14 women
killed by a gunman at the Universi-
ty of Montreal last December.
Don’t Remain Silent, which con-
tinues until July 27, includes 79
works — oil paintings, sculptures
and poetry -— by Canadian women
artists commemorating the Montre-
al massacre, where 14 women engi-
neering students were gunned down
in a classroom by Marc Lepine
ostensibly because they were, in his
words, “a bunch of feminists.”
Susan Beamish, the show’s cu-
rator, says a lot of the women
who've attended the show have felt
“assaulted by the images.” Most
women have been particularly
shocked by a painting by a 17-year-
old victim of “ntual abuse,” which
shows the nude torso of a woman

¢

sitting on a tile floor with a ma-
chine gun inserted into her vagina.

“We've had a lot of requests to
take it down, but I refuse to do it.
Everything | commissioned for the
show I put up. I couldn’t turn any-
one away. The show’s called Don’t
Remain Silent, after all.” said
Beamish in a recent interview.

Much of the work is by relatively
unknown artists. There are a few
water colors and mixed-media
installations for sale.

The show 1s a distressing and at
times very violent look at violence
against women, but there’s one
catch: men are not allowed. The
Women's Common, a community
centre and “safe place,” is restricted
to women only, says Beamish. She
added that she hopes to convince a
larger gallery to show the works, in
order to reach a larger audience.

*
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Exhibit Review - Matriart Canadian Feminist Art Journal, 1991

Montreal Massacre

Commemorative Group Art Exhibit — “Don’t Remain Silent”

WARC has inftiated a series of talks by women artists exhibiing at
vanous gallanies in Toronto. Recenty WARC co-spensored a dis-
cussion with artis's axhibiting in the Don't Remain Silent show held
at A Space Gallary. The following i a review of the Don't Remain
Silent exhibiion and the evants laading up o it

n February 1990, Susan Beamish, a member of The Woman's

Commen Exhibition Commiltes, sent out a fiyer nequesting

submissions of artwork by women, dealing with the Montreal
massacre. The commities recaived seventy-nine works, all ofwhich
wara hung in the upstairs restaurant at the Comman, a women-only
private club located in Cabtagatown. Entiled Don't Remain Silent,
the show made a powerful statement, emotionally honest and
thoughiful despite the pain and anger explicil in its theme. It
contextualized the extremism of Lepine's act within the lang and
on-going history of viclence against women. In March 1991 Don't
Remain Silent was re-installed a1 A Space.

While the thematic unity of the show i to be expected, Don't
Remain Silent is surprising in its visual variety: photographs on
paper and cloth, paintings in oil and acrylic, drawings in pen and
ink, collages, assemblages, instalafions and texl—separate as
postry of combined with images.

Some pleces are as vickenl in their expression as their subject
malter. One of the most starling (alsa the one lo receive focus in
the limited media coverage the show has provoked) shows a
mutilated female torso, her head cul off by the picture frame, her
feet cul off by an unseen attacker whase hand shoves the mouth
of a pistol inko har vagina. In a small hand-written note, the artist
asswes us thal she oflers here no rhetarical fantasy of horor, but
the lived experience of kemar,

When the exhibition opened at A Spaca | found myself con-
fronted by more than the images. | met and talked 1o several of the
artists and discovered that my suburban middle-class assumplion
about the rarity of abuse and comparable agonies were sadly,
depressingly inadequats. While | had seen Don't Remain Silen! as
an eloquent arfistic expression of anguish and despair | had undar-
estimated the mostimmediately parsonal, diaristic aspectsin some
of the waek. This knowledge changed an unusually moving event
into a unguestionably enfightening one,

Several pieces declare the arbist's identification with the
Montreal vicims., There are a number of self-partraits: straightior-
ward in their implication—it could have been me, and in one
instance, made explicit by a text—it should have been me.

40

Someworks are ganty sormowiul—a watercolor of daisies blow-
ing in a fedg=—until you count the fallen blossoms, It should seem
santimental but it doesn't. Some are witty—a hunber crouches ina
fisd, his prey a tiny dancing adolescent girl. Tha tithe: “It's Gaoing fo
be a Knockdawn Dragout Day”™.

A large ol painfing reflects the grief and shame the mother of a
killing son musi feel, and another work recalis other mathers too
embarrazsed 1o declare their anger and fall into complicity.

The many other female victims of male viclence are remem-
bered. A field of ¥ marked graves—Verdun in the battie of the
sexes, The Montreal 14 join the ranks of fallen soidiers, casualties
af "The Hiddan War™, An oddly beauliful mixed-media sculpture
idertifies the batiefield with the damestic front. A battered, boody
head lies upright in a wooden box, its open flaps ke doors on either
side, A long metal spike on top and & scrap of poetry copied outin
pencil and suck to the open door,

A vertical assamblage of diftwood, seashells warn smooth til
they resemile small skulls, bones, slones, small crystals and
feathers. Same whole parts of broken wings, Leather and crimson
embraldery thread. Seven wreathes of crowns waven of bwigs, and
wire—lpoping decorafively, each twisted section spelling out a
victin's name.

At A Space we wera abla to include a large sculptural pleca of
fourteen while body casis of vasious women, modelled from the
artist's friends, which wete suspended upside down near the
wirgdow, Feet bound by rope, arms folded over unguiet breasts,
blazk cub-out holes whete each face cught o be. In the sofl daylight
what was awhul was also eerie and elegiac—in one sense emply
shells from which the indestructible spirits have escaped, recalling
other spent shells that shot short these human lives,

14 women died in Montreal under gunfire. In Don't Ramain
Silent more than 80 artists chose fa speak out in acknowledgement
and recognition. Through their work these women have
demanstrabed strength and courage in face of overwhelming sad-
ness and rage. Curator Susan Bearnish said, “We must speak.”
Their volcss have been heard.

Carola Munra

*Given the unjuried, collective nature of the show | have defiberately
exchuded the namas of the individual arfists because | could nat
inglude tham all.
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Exhibit Review - The Web newspaper, 1990

THE WEB June 1990
MONTREALMASSACRE COMMEMORATIVE GROUP ART SHOW
by: Erika

What started as a thought in January, opened on June 5, 1990. Itlook Susan Beamish and six other ad-hoc
committee members five months of preparations for the show. Susan thought that by having an art show in
remembrance of the fourteen women massacred in Montreal, it would allow women to express visually the
anger and sorrow that they feltinside. The show is aptly named “Don’t Remain Silent”.

And obviously we didn’t. A call for submissions went out in Toronto, and they received two hundred calls
from all across Canada, and parts of the U.S., places where the call wasn’t sent. Women didn’t remain
silent, and spread the word about the upcoming show. There are over seventy pieces, in all forms.

There are paintings large and small, photography, sculpture, poetry, drawings, prints and collage. Some
express anger, some sorrow. There are some very powerful statements and some subtle ones. Some are
political and some are personal. Some act as memorials for the fourteen women, and some are for all
women who are victims of violence.

One takes the view point of being the mother of the murderer. Another is a personal painting of personal
pain. A giant canvas on the left as you ascend the stairs is by 2 nurses aides from Montreal. Her patient was
one of the women who was shot and wounded in the massacre. Obviously a very personal piece. The show
is very moving - A must to see for all women.

Professor Ursula Franklin spoke to the women at the opening. She told us she was not surprised by what
happened in Montreal, as her male colleagues were. She was saddened - and horrified yes, but not
surprised. It did not come out of nowhere, the act came out of the prejudice magnified in one person.
To a society that promotes, condones, or ignores the demeaning of women - how can we be surprised?

The memorial service was conducted by Concepta. She lit fourteen candles, one for each of the women.
She reminded us that the time for grief is over, we must let go of them, but always remember them. She
started a chant that was repeated by all the women. We filed past the candles, the empty guitar case that
was left on the table reminding us of a coffin. There were tears, and silent prayers. The service was very
moving, and very necessary.

The opening was a great success, as the show will be. It is a very needed show - on the sixth month
anniversary. If you wish to contribute own your words, or feclings, there is a comment book available
at the show. The show is on until July 27th. Tt is worth your while to see this to remember the fourteen
women and all the victims of violence against women.

I"d like to congratulate Susan Bearish and the other six ad-hoc committee members for an amazing show,
and thank The Women’s Common for providing the space for such a worthwhile show. You can make
donations that will go to causes that promote the "END” of violence against women.

The Woman’s Common
580 Parliament St.
Toronto. 975-0745
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Book Cover Image, The Hidden War, 1991
By participating artist, Sheree-Lee Olson
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Invitation Response from
June Callwood, 1990

Lot IO e Artists Thank You Card
The Woman's Common, 1990

March 25, 1990

Dear Susan Beamish:

I'm honored by vour invitation
to speak at the remembrance
service planned by The Woman's
Common Art Committee. Alas,
June 6 is impossible for me. ?] THANK YOU!

for participating in the

I'm committed to attend a
fund-raising event on Lake

Simcoe that day and evening. Don’t Remain Silent group art show.

I'm truly sorry -- it will T

be an inspirational and very . Your w1lhngnessl’ospeak0f-1thas

moving event, and I'm sorry to helped create a very moving

miss it. g and thought - provoking show.
Your anger and sorrow have been felt!

Best wishes, X Best Regards,

( M xﬁ ': Hi;!ZiQum' =

'-’F-_ﬂ(’/'";/'. ,5

(_//, Art pieces can be picked up July 28
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“Healing begins
where the wound was made.”
Alice Walker
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